
This is the day-by-day story of the first month of the Ford ad-

ministration.  Mr. Werth describes how President Ford’s deci-

sions were influenced by his own personal struggles and de-

scribes, in detail, behind-the-scene events when so many now 

familiar names were beginning their careers — George H.W. 

Bush, Donald Rumsfeld, and 33 year-old Richard Cheney. 
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“Barry Werth has written a crackling and instructive account of 

the tumultuous time when Gerald Ford moved into the Oval 

Office following the resignation of President Nixon. The power 

struggles, legal maneuvers, personality conflicts and big stakes 

all add up to a whodunit on a grand scale. I was there—and I 

was thrilled to make the trip again.”  

Tom Brokaw of NBC News 

Barry Werth is a journalist and the author of The Scarlet Profes-

sor which was a finalist for the National Book Critics Circle 

Award. His articles have appeared in The New Yorker, The New 

York Times Magazine, GQ, Outside, and other national maga-

zines. He has taught journalism and nonfiction writing at Smith 

College, Mount Holyoke, and Boston University. 


