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MEMORAND UM FOR , T HE P R ESIDENT 

F ROM, HEN R Y A. KISSINGER 

SUB J E CT, DebT i~! of the MAY AG UEZ C a p t a in and C co w 

w~ ha"" " o<eiv.d a , apo " (TAB A ) o f tno debrief of t be MA YAGUEZ 
Captdn a nd «ow. inc l l>diol: chrono logy of ~ve nto ~ncl a report of Si ng'po'c 

devd o ptne nto ,oSHding .he ''''p. 
Chrono logy 

T". MA Y AGUEZ C.p tain .nd eco w pre.ent t he followln~ •• q....,nc~ 01 ~v~n .. 
(aU tim e. i n Washin gto n EDT) , 

The v~ .. d was c h.!lenged .nd otopp"d by • Cam bodia n lunho1t 
0 11 p<>ulo W~; I . e~ m a p .t TAB B ). 

·r h o i r ongine ••• v pp< d •• 00;: 1 on .),l onda y. May H . T ney We " e . 
now~,""r, . b l. to .ond out •• vcrd cli • • « ... Ignd •. 

The gunboa, c .ow tbat boarded ,h~ v . . .. l ",r du .d 'n~ Capt a i n '0 
prGc •• cl t o Konopong So"'. which he refu.ed by c\&irn inll his r~dar 
.... u b,o~~n. 

Th. MAYACUE2 r~mained d a ncho < off 'he Iolanc1 of Pou lo Wai 
{<om 9:0 0 a. m • • M~y n . untll9dO p . rr>. ' nat ovening . aorl wao 
'ben In"<uc'ed to p"oc~ed to tn.. io l .ncl of Koh T ong. 

Tru, <"~w ob .. r v~cl r cco nnd.nnc e " ,cult befo," "rul:htlall " 
C&mhodia ,im.. (o r by dawn EDT) . 

After 'h~ vc .. ~1 hod mov.<1 to the vicini ,y of Koh Ta ng. an 
Engli.h_. puk!ng C amoodian ca m e ~ 'x,."d and ~ .ud t he C~p'dn 
. bout ,he .hip" m lo. ;ol\ and about wh.thor it cH' led m;!ita " y 
c u go. The C a mbod;on. ~.en b r OUiot tho C.pt~in, t ho Chid 
Eniin~er, and nve t"d C tewm~n !> oct to th~ vu.~ l tru, fo Llowing 
Qillnt '" op"n l ooked " DOm.. for t he C~mb O<llano to ;,,,p"0' . But 
U. S. a i ,cnft d<<>ppo" flu •• whic h fdght ened tne C.mbo(lia". 
AOO t heytu. ncd away fro m t ru, oe • • el. 
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M", . the .bip bad ardved at OWh Tani. the peuon ... l_.e 
'''~n olf ,boo .hlp ", the l.land ond ""'e put aboard .. Thai 
{bbloS boo.t. Th .. , L. "'lien .hey (hot ob,e.v.d U. S. 'oc,kal 
.!.eult. 

The Tballhhing boa ' proceede d . 0 t"" main!."" .. bout 1,00 p . m . 
on Mar I), U. S • • 1.e ... I, "led to intucepl the boo.. , "placing 
wupon. with ,.U. '<Our,or" (in {mm of ,be "" .. 'I'"" .1.0 uo;ng 
.ome OfPO' 01 " • .. hleh ",.<1. ,II oboOTd the boa' ""mi •. s., .... ai 
U.S. c'ewm<n .".,.Io.d bu.n •. A .econd ... .... d. follo_d 
.bout hal! an hour I..... Tb.. ...... ' .. 1=<>., .u .... d b<ock but ..... 
f"""ed aloud at S""polnt by ..... Carnbod'ao .""Nt •. 
WIwon the cre .. t ... dod at Komponl SQ=. the, we ..... ...,<1 by 
."",I>e, EngH.h. ,puklni Cambodian . bout CIA o. !'"BI .. (lm.tion 
, nd .bout urn, .h!pmen'" The C unbodl . n. O\m,,,,,,,Hed '0 
b~l",~ t hM the ,hlp hod milit ar y CHI\O • 

•• The C.pt.in ,rl.d.o no_oH.t. ,htl. rol ..... ... IUnl 'h~ Go",bod;n. 
'ho' it ,he en'" w" .. I .... d~. would '"'eTeede wI,h U.S •• u,~o,_ 
itt.. . ",>I '0 ,.u ,nUlt .. , .ctton. 

_ _ Tbe 1<0"'1"'01 5<>m c"mm.""" • •• id luo ...... ld p ... ,hi. 1.,10''''''';00 
'o.ho Ph""", "-roll comm • ...t..., at><! Indlca •• d Ill.' ..... c." ... would 
p...,bobl, b<. """' .. ed., 7,00 p."' ...... , It. T .... Gop,oln orxl ,"" 
Cht..f EOII ............. 'old ,hat ,h.y (.hou&h "'" 1100 Uowj could ."UTn 
to 'he .hip. but RG bo.' ..... n.lI .hl. ond '''''Y d.cid<td to ".yon 
!{ob Rong Sam Lorn (an 'oland .bou' IQ mil .. f,om Koml"'n~ S .. ,,) 
fo, ,h. n;, ~t wll10 t~. cr.w . 

.. /1.1 (,,30 p . tn. "n ... ay 14 Ih. c..., ,.. wu fOody 10 .. ,u." ,,, the .bip. 
Thor I '" "" 110. Tho\ "".t or><! •• ft., .h. Cwnbodl.,. ."o,d. lof'. 
'''-' ..... d. ood dl.pl.yod ..mi.o flo,. 0" that U. S •• hcroft could 
••• Olna., .he.... Th.o ...... u uid .ha •• 0 ... me.!can u<O"no'ou"". 
,[,nalt "b ...... d tI, ..... /tie dId"", "r _oj and .pponntl, ""c"S-
,,!z.d th"m •• wMle mn. T .... , pullod up olon •• 1<Ie .ho USS Wll.sc>N 
.. about II ,lO p. m. OM .IM" p.-.xee6ed '0 the ...... Y ... CUE Z ot ',05 o. m. 
0 0 1.10,15. 

The c .......... ~n''''''' of ,ha U. S. M .. I"co 1.!>dln8 ot ""h Tanl 
until thoy ... ere <>n tho lISS WlI..SON . 



Dovelo pn ... nh .. SinS'po", 

The C~ pt~in g ~ vc a p" " c onfe ' ence a. w"i<~ ~e tb~nke d yo u 
~nd ' h e A",eric ~n rni \ita,>' l o,ce, fo< u",. ~c 'i<>n., .. ying , h .. 
if it weTe not l or ,he e ffort . o f t he U.S. rni Lituy t ho crew "woul d 
toe m pri.on o r dud now. " 

The p'e" '''''Oeclln on t he q ucotion of whe'he ' , h. M " ioe 1 ~"dinJl 
h~d ,~ke" place aile , tho "Tow h . d ooon ,"l~ ... d. 

The C~ptain .aid th~t h. h~d 'eeeiveo >ub . t an" d off." 01 mon~y 

for hi . ~xclu.ive "Qry Qf 'oe inclden' b u' «plied th ot .ny m oney 
.hould 110 '0 the wounded MHI"" • . 

T~e Coie f EngineCl", i n a p ,iv.', inte r vIew, .aid tha' he be lieved 
U . S . c om=and.ro mu., have koQWO '~e c.ew wa. nO' on Koh Tang 
I.la nd but on th~ boat r~'"r"jn~ to the >hip. He d. o .oId t ha ' , h . 
Capt a i n had ~.somb l<d . be Crcw bdoro do<Hng M Sinllapo« a~d 
they had a ll as'"@dto p •• •• n'o"" "'''y to ,he pre ... p.d .in~ U. S. 
(""vommen, ~ctiQ"' i~ .ec~.in" .hd •• afc . 00e .. c. 

Thoe C~p'ain d.o n i d 'Oot , h~ crow had "'" hoeen m i"'e.",d by 
the Ca",bodi.n •• 

Tb~ a CCQo n' g i ven by t l,e MAYACUlt Z <.:aptain ier .. "ally .U~" ' n'l>te . 
the ch.onolo ~y .nat we 0.. .... ooon able to d.""lop. It .how , 'hot .he 
ve ... l actua lly r. rn~inod ""aT It. point uf C. pt"r" fo r Zl hour . 
helQ'. it wu mo •• d '0 Koh Tug I.land . It a l 'Q .how. tha' the 
c.ew w • • rele.,<d 0010 •• ~u. M.rin .. LMd.o Qn the i.land. 
' hough not b.,fQro they le lt 'hel, otatiou or before you ",a d. tho 
d.cI. iQn t o pTQCeeO w ith the la nding. 

__ TOe ' CCount do,," not . howo:v. r, ofl., 30, .~pl~n3hon o f what 
motiv.ted t he C .ml>odi~n ~ ,,'horitle • . They ~pp<ar to h~v. hop<d __ 
o. ""rhap. e>tpect"d __ tha' tboy woul d lind .vid~,,<e of a spy mi .. ion 
or miU'u, c .. ~o. T hi. ",ay u p tain wby t hoy Q' igina Uy wan",d t o 
.ak. the bo • • ' 0 Kornpon8 s",rn. But ' bey did not .H<cb tho vc .. el 
'horou~h j y wb.,n t~.y oo .. d~~ it a"o we« a.h", eully di .. uad o d 
Af •• rward •. 



The ~~¢<lun' 010" ' ugll" " .h • • • h. C.= b<>di. n au'hod.I~. h.d 
d,,~;J o ,j .o <01 .... 'he t>o • • a nd crow well beforo t ho cnw was 
ac.ually ?".mltt.d '0 1 ..... bo. I. d"". "" •• x pldn w hy <hey d lcl 
nQ' .000u<l00 ,h. «lo .. e 10 .dv ..... e 0' oven whon 1\ wu ",acle . 

From.be Captain" .Ccount. It appo ... "'., ,Iw dodolon ,,, 'cl ..... 
,h. "" ... 1 ..... c.¢w "' ... no' t>lU .. ~d b y our m.l1lt .. y •• ,10'" on 
Wed .... d.y .v.~lng (E OT) but woo p<obab'y 'ied to ,he ,h, .. t. of 
,h" ... ctlono and t" gr owi"1 "",.dea" ",'H,.,y preoonee and 
a~<iv l'y. Tn •• I •• pro ."", .. bty. why ,h. C.".,bodlano , .. ponde d 
'0 , lie CApt .. ln" offe r ,,, tu< n off . ho A= o r i c.n rnllltory If .ho y 
.. I •••• d tI,,,, and . h. < 'Ow. 

The .cco~'" ,Iven by ,be Chl<of Enl''''e., .. hlcb w .. Ilvu i •• 
print. [ .. "" ... 10 ....... will p ... wnably bo publlohed I ••••• m.y 
prod"" •• orne /u •• be, q"",."o ••• bout ou. k"" .. led,. o/.h~ ere"' , 
a <.ud move men... H •• pp .... ntly .MM ..... ~ ... more .bou' .h. 
e« .. •• ~"' .... bou ... Dd rn,,,,,,,..,.,,' . han we did. 

T n. Cap'a in .ppoar , ' 0 be .. « m uka bl. m a n . 

Anaeh".,eDt. 
TAB. A .. "" B 
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