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 THE WHITE HOUSE o
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs, ‘Ford .
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- Mrs., Ford will host a party for children of members oﬂ,the Dlplomatlc Corps based in
Wa,shlngton today at 4:30 PM at the Whlte House. ‘ : ' e

- Mrs. Ford has :'mVited Kukla, Fran a‘nd Ollie to entertain for the party. ‘They will peffofir
" a specially created show for the party. Santa Claus and eleven clowns will be on hand to h
Mrs. Ford greet her guests. = : E

Apprommately 500 children representlng 84 countries W111 attend The guest llst was

' coordinated through THIS, The Hospitality and Information Serv1ce, a volunteer orga:m.zatl«
to help Diplomatic families 1n Washington, D.C, : S

' Santa Claus is being played by Bill Nicholson, Dlrector of Presnientla.l Schedulmg a.t the o

Wh1te I—Iouse. L : L

The cloWns are from the Baltlmore Social Security Admlmstra.tlon and have orgamzed
. themselves as the Social Security Clown Club which as been off1c1a11y recognized by the

- : Administration as an employee group since 1970, The’ Social Security Clown Club has per-

formed at the White House the past three years at the Easter Egg Roll
' _ The children w111 be glven candy and an aut:ographed picture of the Presmdent and Mrs. For
#. o8 #
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Kukla, Fran and Ollie have been hosts for the CBS Chlldren' s F11m Festival (seen ea.ch
Saturday) since 1966. The show's creator, Burr T:Lllstrom, has won two Peabody Awazrds -
and three Emmy Awards for his-television work : :

_Tlllstré)m was born in Chlcagoo His first public appeerance as a puppeteer was with the“r

- Works Progress Administfation (WPA) in the Chicago Park District Theater. -From there,
he went on to become the manager and star performer of the Marshall Field: Mamonett:e
Theater. ' - ‘

In 1941, Burr Tillstrom and his original puppets, Kukla and Ollie, launched their television
career on station WBKB in Chicago,  In 1947, Fran Allison joined them.. They first appeaz
. on television in 1949 and became one of NBC's most popular shows. ‘They left NBC
" in 1955 and performed on ABC for two years. SRR o

[ Press Pick-up in West Press Lobby at 4:15PM -
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