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FIRST LADY'S PRESS CONFERENCE

SEPTEMBER 4, 1974

Location: State Dining Room




10
11
12
i3

14

16
17
18
18
20

21

22

24

25

‘statement.

FIRST LADY: It's nice to see so many good friends

here. I am sure you all know that this is my first experience

at giving a press conference, but I feel I know you all so well!

that I thought it would be a very comfortable way to do it,

and a way that we could all get together at one time and not

take up individual's time.
May I have the first question? , .

Helen?

QUESTION: Your son Jack says that you were very
disturbed when you heard that your husband would probably run
for the Presidency. Are yoﬁ disturbed? How are you liking it?

FIRST LADY:/ No, I was vefy surprised at my son's
QUESTION: You want him to‘run again or how do you
feel about that?

" FIRST LADY: Well, I feel at this point two years
is quite a long ways away and I wouldn't want to commit myself
one way or the other.

QUESTION: You sound doubtful.

TIRST LADY: No.

QUESTION: Mrs. qud, could I ask you how much
inflﬁénce do you and family have on the President when hé is
speaking about matters, for inétance, the'amnesty? Do the
boys tell him what they think he should do?

FIRST LADY: Oh,. the whole family has a discussion |
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perhaps he was leaning in that direction.

on many of these questions. Not only amnesty, but questions

such as the policy in Vietnam, and so forth. Perhaps, if you

recall, our son Michael had an entirely different feeling
about the Vietnam situation. 8o, we always enjoy a family

conference, always have, over the dinner table.

QUESTION: What was the division of the family when

the President discussed amnesty with the family this last time
| |

before he made his speech?

FIRST LADY: Well, it was rather a deep discussion,

T would say. And points were made on all sides, and I think

that the President was open to conéideration; and I think

QUESTION: Mrs. Ford, in thaf connection I am
wondering if you have.not considered what women's rcle would
be in frying to stop future wars?

FIRST LADY: -Well; they can élways, I could saj,
enlist and make sure. e bl

(Laughter.)

But I think that by becoming very active in politics
which I deeﬁly encourage, thaf they will play a great role in
the future of our country. My husband occasionally makes the
remark when I discuss equal rights, equal opportunity -- hot
that he is for it =-- and has made his position quite clear.

We kid about it and I often say, "Well, I can remember well

there was a time when we couldn't even vote.™"

»
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{ Bird Johnson it was beautification, Mrs, Nixon chose volunteerism.

~two=-part question:

3

QUESTION: Mrs, Ford, in that connection, with Lady

Have ybu decided on a specific area to direct your attention?

FIRST LADY: I think I more or less decided quite

! specifically when Mr. Ford was Vice President, that my interesﬁs

lay in the field of arts and working perhaps with Nancy Hanks i
in the Endowment of the Arts, because that is my backgrouhd. f
And also I am very interested in children, the underprivileged%
and retarded childreﬁ. | f

QUESTION: Mrs. Ford, since Time quotes you as saying

you expect to be a very active and public person, I have a

The‘first one is -- Senator Buckley has proposed
a Constitutional Amendment that will prohibit abortion for any
reason while Governor Rotkefeller has strongly supported
abortion law libéralization. Are your own convictions on this
subject closer to Goyernor Rockefeller's or Senator Buckley?

FIRST-LADY: Definitely closer‘to Governor Rockefeller,

QUESTION: Thank you.

The second question -- Will you accept National
Newspaper's Syndicate's offer to be the first First Lady
columnist since Mrs. Franklin D. ﬁoose&elt?

FIRST LADY: Thank you very much, but, no. H

(Laugﬁter,)

QUESTION: Mrs. Ford, in the light'ofla‘womaﬁ’s roleji
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| certainly in your role as a housewife in the past in dealing
f with the price of children's shoes, and everything else has
% become'éo expensive, since your children have discussed the
| issues that concern them with your husband, will you discuss

: inflation with him at all, and do you have any positive ideas |

N

on how he .can cope with it?

FIRST LADY: Well, I have positive ideas by having
to cut back on the budget, just as anyone else has with the f

income smaller and because of the increased rate in prices. I

think we all have to tighten our belts a bit, and do without

a few things that we were used to doing with. :
§
QUESTION: What do you mean by "tighten our belts?”

H
i

T

FIRST LADY: By that I mean cut down on our spending;

You have to have a certain balancé of budget if you are a
housewife, and keep a checkbook. At least my checkbook has to

balance.

(Laughter.)

QUESTION: Mrs. Ford, you have indicated that you
éncourage women to be active in politics., Will you’be active
politically beyond what you do for the arts. Do you saé your-
self, perhaps, in going out and hel?ing campaign for &arious
people running for Congress? |

FIRST LADY: I will not take a political, active
part in politics, as far as issues are concarﬁéd. I have

campaigned before, and I have campaigned for my husband,
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i

"instant"President but what changed tc make you relieve him of

I have campaigned for the Governor, I haVe campaigned for the
President, so this is nothing new for me. I imagine I will
also ge doing it again. |

QUESTION: Did you take any part in pushing fcr'f:;i
the passage of thé Equal Rights Amendment in States that
héven't passed it vet since vour husband is so strongly in
favor of it? | ‘

“FIRST LAQY: ‘Yes, I would definitely be happy to
taka acpart in that.

QUESTION: Mrs. Ford, will you campaign in 1976 =
and for whom?

FIRST LADY: That's a very leading guestion and I
wi}l be hapéy‘to campaigp in 76, and guess who?

(Laughter.)

QUESTION: Could I ask you since you did sign --
as the President called’it, he signed his’.pledge ih"blood -—--

this has something to do with Helen Thomas' questicn and you

said you relieved him of that promise when he became the

that promise as far as '76 is concern&d? Will you run
happily with him in '767?
FIRST LADY: It depends oﬁ the state of the countryi.
QUESTION: Mrs. Ford?

"FIRST LADY: Yes?

QUESTION: In l1ight of your comments about tightening
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prices and there is only one solution.

yoﬁr belt, can you send any specific recommendation down tq
the White House kitchen about ways to cut back?

FIRST LADY: You mean to my husband?

(rauglkiter.) |

QUESTION: On ways to cut back in official enter-

taining or family meals?

.

FIRST LADY: Well, I think we all have gone through .

i
!
!

that and I-think that at least in our family we have certalinly
: i

had to make that adjustment, as everyone else has realized

with the situation a lack of funds as far as the rise in

QUESTION: On the ways the food bhdget can be cut
back or have you had =--

FIRST LADY: Yes, we don't eat as much steak as
they would like to have or recast beef or some of .those thingé
that the boys like.

| | QUESTION: Mrs.'Ford,,this is probably early-on . -~
torSaybutihave you found life'as“the First Lady more dr less
frustrating than the Second.

FIRST ILADY: Well, I found it a very busy life but
I expected it to be very busy. And I reaily locked forward
to the challenge. I. am very happy. Everyone has been so
generous and warm and tried to help-m@ in all manner of ways

whether it was trying to g@t settled here in the Hodfe or

trying to get settled as far as correspondence is concerned.
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“home. And I feel that this is something that =~ I would

do you. think He meant by that?

The whole thing has ruh very smoothly;

QUESTION: Mrs. Ford, vou said that you would like’
to be active in the field of the arts and also helpin under-
privileged and retarded children. Would youﬁé bit more
specific about the kinas of thingsywu plan teo do in these ;

three areas?

FIRST LADY: Well I have always b@eﬁ active in the
field of the arté since that ié more or less my prpfession
as I started at the age of eight and that was in danciﬁg :

. |
schools and continued on until long after I was married. %

And I was always exposed, of course, to the symphonies at |

like to see the arts brought back into the schools. I feel

L .
4 v o, .
that this‘part of our cultural education and if we are to

remain a grea; nation we nééd this.,

QUESTION: On children?

FIRST LADY: The retarded chiliren Question? Yes, .
Well I am very interested in children, of course, all children
But I am specifically interested in those that are under-
privileged and retarded.

QUESTION: is it possible from theAstatement'last
week where you said you were upset abbut'thefstatamEntgthatfybu

were different from other public figures in Washington; what

FFRST LADY: I'm afraid you'd have to askvhim.
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T would hope that my schedule would allow me to go..

I always thought I was quite normal.

(iaughter.)

QUESTION: Mrs. Ford, as to the Bicentennial
coming during your tenure in the White Hoﬁée, do you have any':
special thoughts about special things you wouid like to do
in that vefy special period?

FIRST LADY: I am working on that now and I have
now come to the conclusion -~ I haven't had the time. We
really have been here a very short time. In fact, we are not

. We
rompletely moved and I really would not to specifically say |

what particular project.

QUESTION: Mrs. Ford, because thetPrasi&ﬁnt was in
the Navy aﬁd he will be invit&d to vigit the Navy, Marines or
Coast‘Guard,Atha widows of officers or those at home would
you plgn te go and visit ~=- they are here in the Washington
area —-—- |

FIRST LADY: Yes, I :know . théy are.-hI-amn:very familfar

with this. And I think it is a very fine, fine traditiocn.

QUESTION: Mrs. Ford, last Wednesday the President
said that you had given him your time for_a press cenference
and that now hea woula not only have tqdééf brgakfast but lunch
and dinner.

(Laughter.)

Has he bzen getting breakfast, lunch and dinner?
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(Laughter.)

1

FIRST LADY: I am afraid he has become accustomed i
- 13
to the very good service we have in the upstairs family dinin%

room and he finds it guite convenient. So, I can't promise
' i
i

you that he is getting his own breakfast. ;

QUESTION: Do you have any plans to go around the
country and become acquainted or to know better the people
than perhaps the opportunity of their coming here? In

other words -~ I put that very badly.

FIRST LADY: Oh, I would certainly hope to. I

hope to travel as much as I can with my husband.

QUESTION: Do you have any specific trips in mind?

PIRST LADY: None at‘the moment, no, but I
definitely hope to get around as much as possible.
| QUESTION: Mrs. Ford, could I ask what would be
your preference for a winter White House or a summer White
Hoﬁse? Would you want to ge back to Vail or is that too
far away or --- *

FIRST LADY: 'Vail, of course, naturally is our
home in the Christmas, New Year's pericd.

QUESTION; Is it possible.tdféet back and forth
easily?

FIRST LADY: Yes, I thinklit is quite eaéy. My

husband has made trips back and forth during our trips out ‘L

there.
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QﬁESTION: Turn it into a summer White House and
then stay for the winter? It will be a wintgr White House?

FIRST LADY: Winter and summer. '

(Laughter.)

QUESTION: What part will Susan play?

FIRST LADY: Susan will be going to school and I

am sure she will be helping me a lot with the children becausa

she already.hds had the experience of working with‘those'-
underprivileged and retarded children. |
QUESTION: (In Spanish.)
FIRST LADY: Would you repeat that, please?

QUESTION: What 4s youriopihiod,what :deithink of

the job of Mrs, Maria de la Peron, first woman president "in

America? LT LT v'.;'f g L Athoay el T
.VOICES: Argentina.

FIRST LADY: Well, not having been or having the

 privilege of visiting down there, I would not have the

possibility == I couldn't possibly commént on that.

QUESTION: Have you had much chance to travel abroad

and do you look forward to visiting other ccuntries?

FIRST LADY: I have traveled abroad quite a bit.

We have been in many countries. We have been in Europe. We

have been in Russia. We have been in China and many of the
Far Eastern countries.
QUESTION: Will you be going to Japan with your

husband?

H
H
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‘your favorites? =

“mtruly beautiful spot and it is very hard td pick out a favorite

'y&ars or six, what sort of a "footprint"” would you like to

L

FIRST LADY: I would certainly hops so.

QUESTION: Mrs. Ford, your husband has talked with

former President Nixon since the Nixons left the White House.%
Have you talked with Mrs. Nixon?

FIRST LADY: Unfortunatély, I haven't had a chance
to talk with Pat. We have corresponded. And Julie -- I'

just received a nice note from Julie just today.

QUESTION: Mrs. Ford, what about the rooms in the
| ‘ |

White House, or certain spots in the White House; what are i
FIRST LADY: I think the White House is a really,

room,. Iwould séy that perhaps the Blue Room is cone of the
prettiest and that is one ofbthe reasons we have used it for
ahtertaining.

QUESTION: Mrs., Ford, whethsr vou are here for two
leave at the White House? How wéuld you like to'be‘rememberaa
or what?

FIRST LADY: Well, I would like to be remembered

)

in a very kind way; also as a constructive wife of a Presiden

(8]

I do not expect to come anywhere near living up to those Firsf
Ladias who have gone'befora me. They have all done a great
job, and I admire themva'graat deal and. it is only my ambition

to come close to then. -
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1 QUESTION: Mrs. Ford, people lock to you as an

Cg

2 extremely normal woman, the country looks at the family and looks

dat the reports on How you say your husband is starting to enioy

4 the service upstairs -- you are not in a normal situation her

I S

5 I with cameras, et cetera.

‘Do you have any strategy for maintaining that

7 | normality over the next few years?

10

11

8 FIRST LADY: I see no reason why we cannot maintain%
9 I that normal fanily relationship just as we have., In fact, I :
was completely dumbfounded the way'the children adjustad; .I é
was afraid it would be more of an adjustment té them,than it z

12 1 "would be for Mr. Ford and for me. They were just perfectly

2 | happy. We have had servants at home so it isn't as if we

14 were not used to having help. : E.'
15

16

QUESTION: Mrs. Ford, regarding the performing !
|
i
arts, you came our in the press yesterday saying you are greatily
in favor of expanding the performing arts in the schools

17

18 throughout the country. . Can you e¢laborate on press that was

19 || in the Post yesterday?

20 . FIRST LADY; This is something that I think would
probably have to be a programkfhat ~- I don't know if it can
22 || be funded federally or not. I will have to lock into that
23 |l situation. It maybe a program that those children that are
2¢ || interested in art -- it will bz avallable to them. -This is

25 || something, a technicelity that has to be.
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QUESTION: Mrs. Ford, can you tell us what Julie
was writing about to you today? You said you had just gottﬁﬁ
a note from her.

PIRST LADY: Well, we correspond regularly, my
husband, Julie, and we are all good friends,

‘QUESTION: Anything specific?

FIRST LADY: No, shs was just thanking me for a
phone call that she missed, and I talked to David.

QUESTION: Mrs. Foxd, how frﬁquegtly do you have

on having msetings like this with the press?

FIRST LADY: 2As often as I think that the press

“has anything to ask of interest.

(Laughter.)

QUESTION: Mrs. Ford, will vou look into the guestion

of cancer research as sbwn as you cvan with thePresident to
see if we can't axpedife that program?

FIRST LADY: I'll be glad tc. Only too happy.

QUESTION: Are you keeping a diary or some sort of
record that might -=-

FIRST LADY: Bonnie, I hoped you were kesping it
for me.

(Laughter.)

QUESTION: Mrs. Ford, with your interest in the

- dance, and you met the other day for several hours with Nancy

Hanks ===~

3

i
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FIRST LADY: That is true.

 QUESTION: The National Ballet, is there any chance,

of that coming back or is that down the_drain?
FIRST LADY: Well, I would hope that the National

Ballet certainly would be able to come back. I think this is

a financial situation and I think that in order to have good |

artists here, to have good ballet, we have to have the
finances and somehow that has to be arranged. We have to do
it without taking all the cream off the top, mixinghup or

aomogenizing the thing.

QUESTION: But do you see any future for it coming :

_back right now?

fIRST LADY : erS, i do.

QUESTION: ‘Mrs. Ford,.gre you a swimmer and how
soon do vou think thére will be a swimming pool in the White
House? |

FIRST LADY: Well, if it takes as long as it took

to build our swimming pool, it will be at least a year. I

. hope there will be one scmetime. And, yes, I am a swimmer.

QUESTION: Mrs. Ford, who are your favorite
Prgsidents, formgr, late Presidents and First Ladies?

FIRST LADY: I am sorry, I ﬁecline to answer that'
because I have no favorités'ahd'for many reasons., I think
each had their own individualistié characteristics, and I

really would not want to spacify; , o ,

H
i

i
b

i
{
'
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“go into the kennel. That would be last thing in the world.

21

15

QUESTION: Why keep President

(inaudible) there when President Roosevelt's used to be there%

FIRST LADY: I suppose that is true.

(Laugliter.)

QUESTION: Since you are the hostess, the location
of the swimming pool -~ there is éome speculation that the
swimming pool may go into the kennel, or maybé the press

will go into the kennel.

(Laughter.)

Where do you think the pool should go? f !

FPIRST LADY: Well, I wouldn't want the press to

(Laughter.)

and I wouldn't want tﬁe kennel, either, to go. I
think perhaps if theré is such & thing'as a swimming pool,
and I say "if", they can find a spot that won't disturb the
press or the dogsf | |

.(Laughter.}

QUESTION: Mrs. Ford,' when Prgsident—Ford told

Nelson Rockefeliex that he wahted~him for Vice President --

does this mean that you are often brought in on major.decisioﬁs

|

1

and were you consulted and were +here any other such decisions

where you played a part?

FIRST LADY: I wasn't comsulted the momsnt of the

telephone call, and certainly knew nothing about +he fact df%

|
!
1
!
i
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16

the Vice Presidency. That came as a =-=-

QUESTION: Mrs. Ford, many First Ladies in the
' !

past have restricted themselves to American designers. I know
that you have an extensive wardrobe. Will you include the
European designers or will you stick strictly to the American'’

designers?

quite . )
FIRST LADY: I am/sure I will be with American

designers,

QUESTION: American:designers.

e et ot 1 -

Mrs. Ford, may I ask if you will get another Sugar? |
FIRST LADY: The Golden Retriever? E
QUESTION: You have had two Goldenh Retrievers. !
FIRST LADY: Yeg, we have had two Golden Ratriev&rsg
QUESTION: Do you think you might get another one? §

FIRST LADY: I would doubt it at the moment, I

Thank you.
FIRST LADY: Thank you, so much.

- e e




