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minutes out of Saigon, World's controversial 
ved in Yokota, Japan to refuel before continuing across 
md, California. Daly (with hand still bandaged from 
1 Da Nang) helped unload two orphans considered too 
dehydrated to continue the flight. When healthier, 
-ted to Oakland by wives of World crewmembers. 
most no sleep in two weeks, Daly met with reporters 
5ht he was to become an American folk hero. He was 
~ess as a "feisty, pistol-packing aerial wildcatter," 
:l. throwback to those earlier Americans of animal spirits 
;rying preposterous things ... " His benevolent 
cratic red tape in the babylift venture was described 
tent of swashbuckling heroics which had disappeared 
lture in the 1940s." Thousands of letters, with 
1d offers to help, poured into World offices from around 
2, the same day Daly's flying playpen arrived 

ational Airport, President Ford authorized a special 
airlift orphans out of South VietnaJ:l1.. 

I • 



212 "Flying Playpens" 

At' Oakland airport several hundred people awaited the orphans' 
arrival. None knew quite what to expect. But they were ready for any 
emergency, thanks to the adept coordination of Charlotte Behrendt, 
pictured at an Oakland airport press conference with her husband, Mel, 
center, and World vice president, David Mendelsohn. Charlotte, 
Daly's only child, had arranged the airlift with her father at the urging 
of an orphanage organizer who feared for the lives of Vietnamese 
youngsters if they should be captured by conquering forces. 

Renouf said it was "like a giant playground." Disposi-
tion of the children went smoothly. Six babies went 
that very night to their new families in Sacramento. 
Bill and Christine Smart came to pick up their three. 
Four had to be hospitalized for treatment of pneu-
monia and malnutrition. Four and a half hours after 
their arrival-after a seven-thousand-mile flight, 
after having been inspected and checked out and 
onloaded and offloaded from half a dozen vehicles, and 
after having spent a lifetime with exploding bombs 
and fire and hunger and fear-four and a half hours 
after all that was behind them, the Golden Gate bridge 
a calm silhouette above them, the babies slept. 

Daly's flying playpen captured the imagination of 
the media and the hearts of Americans. His act of 

benevolent defiance touched off a groundswel 
gratitude across the nation and motivated ma 
respond to the real need of South Vietnam. LE 
poured into World Airways from the whole ni 
from Middle Village, New York ... from Indic 
nia ... from Los Angeles and Palm Beach ... f 
Illinois and Montana ... from chairmen of bm 
West Pointers, clergy, teenagers. "You have 
support," said a letter from New York. "Bloo 
marvelous," quipped a telegram from Rhode : 
The immediate responses written on April 2 a 
indicated an intense desire to jump into the fr 

Hurrah for you! Can we be of any help? W 
are in our 60's, retired, and healthy. 

-Yucaipa, C..1 
I am 28, single, and can leave immediately. 

-Burbank, C1 
I am a qualified weapons man and a qualifie 

cargo man. I have three weeks vacation tim 
coming which I will donate if you will let m 
help on the Vietnam express for the children. 

-Gary, Il 

On later orphan flights, several employees · 
airlines risked their jobs to volunteer their se 
Some were found out by their companies and · 
subsequently fired. 

Along with the offers to help came plain ok 
ioned back-slapping, hand-pumping thanks. 
was a helluva nice thing you did for the refug 
wrote an account executive from E. F. Huttor 
Many wrote as if they were toasting an old fr: 

As for kid-saving and bureaucratic-busting-
CONGRATULATIONS ! 

Today's gonna be a two-Gibson lunch-tl 
second one's to you! 

-Beverly Hills, C 

All 195 pupils at Sisters of Saint Francis In 
late Conception School in Omaha said "Cong1 
tions!" and the principal dubbed Daly "The V 
Greatest Child Rescuer." Another letter said 
thing, but in a different way: 
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