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Saigon. |¢
Pau liy Hospital, about 1% miles from the centre of Saigor
a hospital with a difference. There are no doctors nere, for
. The 1500 inmates of Phu iy are wmostly aeyond the reach of av-
ailable nedical assistance. Here, in this asylum for all that
is pitiful in the human condition, there is no siruggle for the
miracle, the impossible cure. There is companionship and shsl-
ter and simple care... and the comfort of an undemanding rout-
ine, with its sameness day after day, with scarcely a ripple

as Geath claims her annual 25% of the inmaites.

The hospital is made up or large hut-type buildings,
‘sometimes housing up to 120 patients in a single room. The
board beds are often no more than 12 inches apart, and the neat
pile at the end of each, may represent all the worldly goods
of its occupant... perhaps a small tin box, some tin bowls
and utensils, a fan, a grass mat. Sometimes there is nothing.
Many patients never leave the comforitless gloom of their beds
... the totally paralysed, the helplessly spastic, the limbless
«s« the problem is too vast and the means too limited for sophist-
icated treatment or therapy. One 14 year old lad, paralysed .]
from the waist down and unable to move for three ycars, was
leading his companiéns in prayer with great cheerfulness and
vitality,.as I walked thru his hut for the first time. I recoz-
nised the'confiteor"in Vietnamese... for whose sins was this lad

v
confessing his guilt?

Any hour of the day frem 5 in the morning until 9 at
night, the chanting of community prayers may be heard, drifting
endlessly out into the hot sodden stillness. Probably about
half the inmates would be christian, a small percentage .of
Buddhiste, and the others would adhere vagnely to some form
“of ancestor worship or nothing at all.

The T.B. mnts house some of the most seriously ill of
Phu My 's inmates. An Alsacian Sister, a true "mulizr fortis" in
Vietnam for 30 years, looks after - -the 170 male patients, most
of them in the last stages of the disease. Death is a daily
visitor. A 7.8, sufferer will arrive at Phu My a few days or

a few months from death. Yesterday a lad of 22 died, and the
same day a 27 year old widower with 5 children, was adnitted
with death already on him. Daily there are new arrivals come
only to die... I mention 2 cases, there are 250 others.

The daily'shots", wit
are adninistered by a fellow
jacket for added prestige as
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vhat available drugs they have,
patient, dressad.: in a vhite
as for reasons of hygiene..
ave enormous confidsncz in shots.
ilment, never prescribe orally
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Bven for the simplest  tyce of

" what can be given intramuscularly, even in the matter of vitam-

ins. They feel cheated with tablet form nedication!)
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Several more huts house the 180 blind at Phu My... from a
sm2ll abandoned child of three to the stooped and wigenesd old
- folk wnose age can only be guessed at. Strangely enough, a
%ﬁgge percentage of the blind are refugees,from ths north,
WESEEE $racoma seems wore prevalent. Some of the young aen
are war victims, like 26 year old Phu, whose vision was des-
troyed in a bombardment of Hanoi. In other instances, sight
could be partly restored were the specialists available.

It is touching to see the blind filing into church at
5-30. every morning, shuffling uncertainly in small groups and
chains. Som2 come in on eruvches.. another drags himself aleng
the ground with his arms. Only a couple of the paralysed have
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that some of these people at least, have the belief in a better
world beyond, to lighten the burden of this existence.

Scattered amongst the various adult huts, the infirm,
the crippled, the defective, the grossly abnormal, are the chi 1-
dren unable to live in the creche section. They are the little
T.B. victims, who ought not ' to be kept in with the chroniec
adult sufferers. There are ithe spastic children who need special
attention, who must be fed and changed like babies, and who
loll helplessly on their boxed-in wooden beds all day, or perhaps
lie on the ground outside, tied by a string around the foot to
a verandah post, and at the mercy of the flies and other ihsects.
Bach gf these youngsters is given into the charge of another
patient, who, for some monthly pocket money, feeds and looks
after this charge to the best of his or her very limited ability.

For each of the patients, the hospital receives government
support to the extent of 18ps a day (12 ps buys a small stick
of bread). Up until last year the allowancé had been 6ps. Of
course, this allowance is totally inadequate, and the hospital
relies almost entirely on. donations and charitable aid. They
havs no income to invest in equipment. Happily a water pump
has been given, and some sewing machines. However, the water
pump services the laundry only, and a couple of outlets of
vaguely potable water. The other wells in the grounds of Fau
My, yield a red-brown opague liquid that one would hesitate to
use even on the garden. This water is hand-drawn. lly daily
quota I colleect in a jug, 2nd I eke it out to cover my simplif-
ied needs. The laundry for the 1500 people is done by hand,
on ston2 slabs with bar soap and colad: water,

There are only 25 sisters caring for the divers needs
of the hospital, playing "doctor" with a daring born of necess-
ity and a competence ripened by experience , Where possible,
the inmates help with the daily chores of food preparation,
water carrying, and cleaning up... but any "regular job" must
be rewarded with a montply"allowanca!

Receiving no government help at all, the creche ssci-
has at the moment 130 children, from abandoned babies of

on
few days,to older teenagers. rthese 130 chilidren aust te-
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Lot 2

supported by donations. Seventy of them are children of leper
parents, but many of them have simply been abandouned as babies

in the street, or at the gates of Fhu liy.

For the past 8 months I have been working at Phu liy, occ-
‘upied mainly in the creche section.. looking after the children

and the babies, dressing wounds, giving‘'medication and shots
to the undernourished and the sick, prevaring formula,, and

all the other daily chores that can be associated with the care

and well-being of 130 children, with the added complications
of tropical fungus, sores and boils, diarrhea and dehydration
caused by a contaminated water supp ‘;; and the nyriad evils

that rise up:from the ree 1nﬁ hbaos o; undispos d o; sewarage,
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sharing clo thing and bedding which is never sterilised, infect:

ions spread 11ke wildfire. There is scarcely adild who does not

sport somewhere on his anatomy, a bandage or a bright red paich

of mercurochrome."Clinic"each day in the creche cazn last for
sevaral hours.. and then therzs are the "domiciliary" visits,
to my room in the wall, where I keep a medical kit on hand.
My favourite and most regular patient is 4 year old Hoa, an
epileptic whose forehead is a massive sore from repeated
contact with the ground in her nomentary seizures. It talkes

three weeks $0 heal up, and after two more weeks its worse than

ever.

sSvery odd moment, I practise my vietnamese, while Sr.
Angel, the sister in char ye of the creche, practises =nglish

with an exhausting t°na01tjm e comaunicate always in French,

and as her French would not te many degrees super.or to my
own, we understand each other perfscoly, despite our personal
circunlocutions. (The infinitive is a Irl nuly versatile form
and the subjunctive is taboo!) However, trying to explain
english grammatical intikicacies in IFrench is sometines a
strain on my limited talents.

ke A £ $lea 3 oy o ok ~
spesks*ingT28R0 Sant BB ¥B°sRRIX BEber of the hospital staff .
Frencq speaking vinitoro and benafactors, I am cz2lled on to
interpret. 1 am sometimes 81OL“'SSQd to find myself in: charge
of a situation ebout which I know nothing... like the time I
was uPlA\JﬂWCOd, without previous oriefing, to the Saigon
Children's Hospital and a telaphome was thrust into my hand
and a numper ... L dialled as ordered. I had no idea of what
I was to say nor to whom I was tallring. The cogversation
floundered immediately.. the voice at the other end was ob-

viously impatient at -this Sunday wornlng interruption.. and
I began with 2 "Hullo, who is that?  I'm sorry, but would
you mind hanging on for a mozent while I find out what I'm
supposed to say to you?". Another time I was transported to
one of the U.S. civil sid installations, where I gauhvr~u ny
role was to ask for monetary aid for.the new building that

the hospital was about to construct. A con1u81n5 half hour
later, I discovered I wias supposed to be asking for cem~nyg

and stevl, not Boney. =
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“Months later, after an epic struggle with red tape and with

U.S. and VJ/N. bureauvcracy the cement arrived.... The steel
has been promised and approved 1in all guarters, but has
never arrived, because I made the foolish mistalze of trying
t0 use the correct hierarchically constituted channels for
the steel requisition. . :

This building is the most important project on hand..
It means taking the roof off the present building and adding
a secong floor, so that the crippled children can move into
half of the lower floor, and their present tiny building be
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is gimple in the extreme, with no note of luxury or the unem-
enbial ... wnadorned erick walisg, open wiandows and woouen
shutters, a tiled roof and a brick floor... yet this operation
is costing the incredible sum of $65,000, so disproportionately
high is the cost of living in Vietnam in recent times. The lab-
our is of course, all manual... there are no machines involved,
and curiously enough, many of the laboureras are women . About
one third of the money has yet to be found, the rest was donat-
ed by a foreign charitable organisation.

S

In all of Saigon and its environs, Phu Iy is the only
refuge of its kind, and sadly we are having to turn away many
people seeking help and somewhere 10 live, handicapped and
homeless, young and old, simply because there is not available
space Tor even one more bed. Yet the need here in Saigon is
urgent, and we are anxious to complete the new building, which
will enable us to accomodate about one hundred more vatients.

Altho the standard of living is only at Asian subgistance
level, the ingtitute could not survive without this outside
help. Ivery odd piege of wood, every tin can has value. Troops

‘-will sometimes come in with a load of capbtured rice, or a load

of empty gas or ammunition cans, or timber from broken crates.
A use is found for everything. oSven a load of empty beer-boitles
was received with gratitude and sold to earn a few more piastres.
iWhat would have classed as the biggest whilite-elephant of all,
was the supply of tape we were given.. many tea-chests filled
with mile on mile of "pyjama cord" tape.... There were a few
startling scenes when the very old andthe very joung were bur-
ied in massive heaps of tangled tape, untangling it and winding
it into balls. “he next stage, (2nd here my credulity was
strained), the tape itself was uanravelled and the thread wound
into balls. Next, I was dumbfounded to see the cotton being
knitted into articles of clothing. iMhat enterprising genius
is born from real need.

The children and the adults at Pau My readily accept
my presence there, and are very friendly. Now that some. of the
older folk have discovereda my "niche" in the wall, they make
it their business to drcp in, when I am"at home" , and try to
teach me a few words of Vietnamese, seemingly reaping amused
satisfaction from my painstaking efforts. Vhen I first appear-

z

‘ed in "native_dgess" ; which is very'practica% offerirs frecdom



coolness, and protection from insects, the response was 6rad-
ifying. They appeared to be in a transport of dellght grinning
from ear to ear. The women Suoopod wheeling their barrow or
their cart-load of bricks; even the little spastic children had
their heads. turned in my dirsction with uncomprehended instruct-
ions to compliment with g "dep gqua" (very pretty) which I duly
accepted in the right spirit with a " caﬁ on" and a return grin.
When I appeared in the creche, the children were transfixed in
a state between awe and hilarity, then as they came running and
surrounded me from all sides, I rewarded them with the only song
that we 211 knew, "We shall overcome".. and they joined in!

The arrival of mr guitar, after sirgying for tHree months with
a shipmant of apples (turnﬁd to cider en route) complements our
Ql_ﬂo..uo gffoxrts, vhe voth the insitrumental and the vocal leave
much 0 be desired !

Phu My has nothing in common with hospitals as we know
then. There is nothing streamlined here, and there is no soph-
1stlcat10n, no V.I.P., treatment, no privacy at all, even bath-.
ing, squatting on the floor with a can of water, ig done in
comuon. fThere are hard wooden beds without mattresses: without
bedlinen, and there are flies and mosgitoes to contend with...
the tarice daily rice with perhaps some fish or vegetables...
in every sense the scene is unutterably drab. One would not
have far to go along the highways and byways, looking for the
wedding guests of the parable... taey are all at Pau iy, ready
and waiting. .

~0=0=0=0=0="
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er yiors now .he orgsuuaages have been flooded with thanfonod
brcicr Tant Lhey arc mostly so ill-equipped to care for. Yhe
moritallTy has bean pitifvl. 1t was in an effort to save = few
more o thes2 uiny creatures that we openad the first nmirsery.
S ince =zrnat is lon; siuce filled to capacity, and the necd ore

degpereise than ever, we have beon planaing for some time 40 oven

Nackl wnnaeg toc easily in the orphanagae, wherce the fr

stitutioas of the babics succumb Yo the least malad)

y or change
> of the orphanages have beecn rava

~

of atrzsphere. Lately soa

-

by epi.cmics of mensngitis and encephalitis.. one orph%q““e 1ost
a thiri of its population in a weelz, Before thai there was meag) 2e,

c,kﬂher; ~1 Lals counvry, and always there is the common broncho -
pneunc:iea, dshydration, typhoid, polio and a host of other maladies
ani coLzenital weaknesses... often namcless bocause of pocr pzihel-
ogica] facilities availeble., A devoted French pediatrieian offer-
ered Ly do an cutopsy wihen one oi the bubles died eXter a lcoar-
drawn-- it efiort lo save her. Specimens had 0 be sent to rrance
and the results revealed that Bich Van had an unusual form of parco-
itical pneumcria, against wnich there is no specific antihioctic.

A pnscoonia rare in Burope, but probably only toccommon here in

the orgranage=.

Bven in vhe th““Py, we realise there will be children who will

not rezoond to our greatest efforts, but we hope to creute an

ambianc e where-in the babies will be better equipped to resist

the nuseless blagues lurking in cvery breath of wind., The little

mites tnat cone Irom the lMaternity hospital, may have spent the firssz

three —oaths of their lives in the incubator before they reuch the

weight of 2 Legm (4.4 1b) which ig considered sufficient for their

iebut into the world and independent living. Other habies, weigh-

g perhaps less than 3 1b at birth, nay not even have these few
recpite in the iacubator before having to pit their neasre

h against a world of infection, Their chances of survival



are slimu.

On July ?3rd, after wecks of aggravating delay, we werc [inally
able 1o sign the lease and mowe into the new nursery. .Jc¢c coulc oo
through the grease and geimce to the splendid potentisl of such o
nouse:

Situated in a quiet residential area at the end of a private lane

the cutrance of which is guarded day and night by chincse

fuards... c still do not know exactly who amongst the residents
of thn lzne is important enough to merit the guards, but we are
happy to share the benefits,

The main vuilding is three stories, and the third floor, once

a large airy conference room, has become the nursery with a. pharpn-
acy attached. A staircasc leads to the roof-top, where the babies
sun themsclves every morning before the heat becomes too fierce.

On the second floor we have three rooms serving as our hedroons
and isolation rooms for premsture and new-born babies, and sick
babies. mwn below is a large living or reception room, and servery,

Behind the main building is apother block with 5 rooms upstairs,
now occupicd by the resident vietnamese stalff. Downsbairs is the
kitchen, laundry, gerages, and a bedroom for older children, The
house ig surrounded by a small garden.. A Tieasure herc!

A s I write this we have 45 children in the house, and 37 oi* thesc
a re babies .. move are arvriving each week, The logiastice invelved
have uevn absorbing all our time this last month. . hiring st«ff,
food-marketing, acquisition of more furniture, exploration of
pousible sources of babyfood, milk and other necessitics.

Until a few days ago we had been going to market every couple of
days and nuuwling vegetables back on tue motorcycle (then our only
neans of transport) One morning I taxied to Snigon market, instcead
of the loczl market, armed with bigger bags, and more noney, hop-
ing for better bargains, I reached for my purse to pay for a pump-
kin, and was stunned to find the nylon bag had becn slached open
and the purse gone. The loss paralyscd mec for the rest of the



SOrnice.. bt bthe world hud not come to an cnd, and the babies
8Lil) bhud to be Yed. The loss had been substantial, and I was oniy
gratoeinl that T had already purchased the mosquito nétting beforc
goinge Lo the food market., After that I kept to the local markets.
How v huave acgulired a car, a bright blue Renault sent to us by
TARR.S LES 1OEReS, france, and released to us from the port after
one month of fructrating conflict with local bureauwcracy and inter-
miniaterial lack of cooperation. Yhe credit for the release of the
cer bolongs entiraly to Yvetite. She was despavate from months of
Lba~vin" {from crvhunzge te hospitals with aicl- babies., frem
standing ir the Jilthy noon-day hoot waiting for '"eyclos®, with

a Cyin;; baby on one arm and a bottle of inuavenous fluid nupport-
ed by the cther... from currying bubies on the back of my motor-
cycle..., from enitess argoments with unscrupulous cab-drivers over
fares. Wben with her outspoken, no-nonsense avvroach, she had to
saccecd., But at what costl! As ghe wes shuiflced from Ministry to
Miniatry, hor laot vestiges of belief in the integrily of Govern—

o

nents, dissolved. gach Ministry concerned, Foreign, Interior,,
health, Sociel Affairs, Finance, and PFublic Works, seemed bent on
a policy of mutual misinterpretation 2nd asinine concluvsions, and
in moot cascs the Director would be abscnt, either "in conference",
at Dalat, or in Jupan.(Those are the threc standard excuses for
chsence atongust higher strata personels. On a lower level "faligue®
ig the comon exeuse)s Ounly boday did she complete the focmalitics
of reriatering the car, and that not without bitter conflict. The
inistry of Pfublic dHorks reiused yesterday to resister it, under
the serics desirced, becausz lbhey suspected the car was for her
"personuluse o 11 is beyond my imagination to conjure up any "per-
sonol" use onc misht have Lor a cur in Lhis country at the present

moments "Driving ior pleasare" is a ludicrous conceptb..

With thce present population of the mursery at 45, plus S live~in
staff, 3"duilies", Yvette and myself, wc have ulmost reachzsd temvor-
ary saiuraivion. iy room, winich I had never really appropriated,

but considered mysclf as o "camper" therce-in, has been gradually

turncd into an isolatvion unit for the premature and new-bornse.
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I nare 6 with me a2t the moaent, and &lshough 1 am out :rost of the

da y, L consider ihke babies my responsibility from the evening no

B

wntil after baths next morning. Yvette laviches her spocinl talon

on the gicls babics iszolalcd in the room next doore £ 0 ouvw nigt

L}
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s com To be broken into hulf-hour dowucs. I our babici: o:n the

ond {loor huppen Lo be slecping all logether, there ic . sweel
nocournal music drifiing down from the 30 babies on the floor
above, vhere vietnunese staff are on duty.. ‘'his regimre sceuns to

be producing a certain fugziness both physical and mental. Toduy

we are juot wondering if we shall ever have the chance to cleep
for even five contin:icus hours... cveinr three hoirs. secnr. remoto.
$ti1) we feel it is worth ony amount of vigilance to c¢<tch the [ir=
sign of loss of appetite, or dchydraltion. Uhe eyuilibrium once
upset, is almost imprssivle to regain in sach fragile coastitutionc
he cure for one nmelady is likely to plunge the system into a new

crisise

Initially T did not intend to become so involved in the doily
mouecomnent or the house, as I was thinking in terms of the Tirst
mrsery. But the project seems to have vast ramificaticons and
requires the constant attention of hoth Yvelte and myself. S he

is respongiile for the daily routine and the care of the babies
while I'm especially concerncd with sources of supplico and inconc,
A 11 decision naxsing is shared.

The house at its present capacity, is costing us about 1hoo dollor:o

. 1 7 P 5 2= T o P v < sk e ey o= o ehaal o o -~ - . e s 4
month, - inclausing rent, astaff cselerien, uatiliticg, frocih vegoszbl ol

rice, nursery and kitchen equipment. For mil}x, basby cereal, 10il-~
ct articles, clothes, linen and disposabl.e diupers, we have been
completely dependent on donations and we hope to be able Lo contin-

ue without having to add these extra costs to our budget.

Minancielly we are degendent on no onc organisation. This helps
ug to retain our independence and to kcep the marsery on o coasletel:
internationul basis. It also enables us to live simply and to el-

ininate most "operautionzl" costs.

lolp hag come Lo us from many quarters. FPrance, who are "oponsoring"

us ip our official docunents, have sent us the car, and & regular
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supply of wn exc:llont baby formula. G:rmany have becn sending us
shipmenis of valuabhle medicobion and instruments, Gfoups in
Migtralio and lew Zoawland have been keeping us supplied with
baby-food, cereal, linen, and toiletries. Occasional or resular
money contributions have been coming {rom Australia and America,
Here in the country we have friends both military and civilien,

who will wshop for vs at the P.Xe, ortappropriate" for our usc
"surplus commodities", cleuning equipment, paint, refrigerators,
parachnites ( for shade), and a regulac apply of fresh whole-

milk for the older children. The Australian Signals corps. deliver
packagzes reegularly from the AFPO; barter an cccasional sack of
captured vricce for us, from the Thai forces, in exchange for a cace
nf beery ard in our clectrical problems, they at least provide

us with e sympathciic ear, and an occasional uiagnosiﬂ! Then we
have onc Amecrican Serzeant Major.. indispensable to any aurscry..
who comes alwost every night to empty the garbage, unclogg drains,
paint, saw, hammev, haul, wire, and find a.solution or the approp-
riate cyuirment for every neced. "Milegs will fix it" is & relfrain
with which we mutually encouresge each other in the daily disasters,

Dr. McK., who spends himself in the service of the Saigon orphans,
providzs us with dutly medical supervision. He has a talent for
"appropriuling" any cmergency medical supplies we may nced, as

well as mrsery oand focd sapplies., Thinks to him, our older childéren
have 21 prescnt a choice of three luxarious desserts to cupplement
their unvarying rice.. butterscotch pudding, plum-pudding, and
date-=roll. AL any nour of the day or night he will be around on

his motor-bike to check on a very sick baby.. no effort wearies hin

if it will save another l1life.

In between the lincs, I have been to the provinces and collected

7 more orphans, scveral ol tnem in necd of special treatment. Thanh,

a chubby onc year old, with both feet clubbed.. Fiona, a very disturh-
2 year old vho refused to eat and would only teke the botltle (now

she eats ©0lid food {rom the spoon like all the other children at

the nursery). Saddcst of all is little Sanh, 5 years old, and dest-



ined for o famdldy in Swivordund. He woa dae (o leave Bis monin,
but now he will noever leave Vietnum., de nave discovered he has
blood discase, Thalansemis, that is always Tutal. He nas live a

few years more wi it constant transiiicions but little elsge can be
done for bkim. Ilc is an angel of a c¢hiid, and suffered the ordecal
of exanination ant blood transfusion vithout a murmur. It would be
too cruecl Lo the parents to let them take such a child; so we shall
kecp him 2t the nursery for as long as we are here, and take him

to the hospital re-miarly for treatment . We are specialiy thankiul

for the nevly accuivad car, in such circumssances,

I must end here, because the babies arc waiting to be fed coeveen.

Ve Ty
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‘or yeors now Lhe orspaaages have been flooded with abandoncd
baoicz That they arc mostly so ill-equipped to care for. The
mortallty has been pitiful. It was in an effort to save a few
more o these tiny creatures that we opensd the first nursery.
S ince tnat is lonz siace filled to capacity, and the need nmore
; desperzie than ever, we have been planaing for some time {0 open

B oeCong BUursSery.
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Nanth ecomes toc easily in the orphenagse, where the fragilc con-
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stitutions of the babics succumb to the least malady or change
of atmosphere. Lately scone of the orphanages have been ravaged
by epicemics of menangitis and encechalitis.. one orphanage lost
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a thir: of its population in a weelz., Before that there was measl
_“‘““‘-u4§ﬂ23:; ~T-1als couniry, and always there is the common broncho-
pneunoniea, dechydration, typhoid, polio and a host of other maladies
and cozzenital weaknesses... often namecless because of poor pathel-
ogical facilities available., A devoted Ffrench pediatrieian offer-
ered tuv do an autopsy when one of the baubies died efter a loas-
drawn-cait, effori to save her. Specimens had to be sent to France
and the results revealed that Bich Van had an umusual form of parss-
itical pneumconja, against which there is no specific antibioctic.
A bpnevnmonia rare in Europe, but probably only toccommon here in

+the OrTransges.

Even in the nur~ﬂiy, we realise there will be children who will

not respond to our greatest efforts, but we hope to create an
amnbiance where-in the babies will be better eguipped to resist

the nuneless -blagues lurking in cevery breath of wind. The little
mites tnhat come from the Maternity hospital, may have spent the first
three —onths of their lives in the incubator before they reach the
weight of 2 Kgm (4.4 1b) which ig considered sufficient for their:
debut into the world and independent living. Other babies, weigh-

L.:'

ing perhaps less than 3 1b: at birth, nay not even have these few
wee

ks oI respite in the incubator before having to pit their neagre
th against a world of infection., Their chances of survival



are sliu,

On July 23rd, after wecks of aggravating delay, we were finally
able to sign the lease and mowe into the new nursery. /¢ could sco
throuph the grease and grimce to the splendid potentisl of such a
nouse:

Situated in a quiet residential area at the end of a private lane
the cntrance of which is guarded day and night by chinecse

guards... e stvill do not know exactly who amongst the residents

of thz lane is important enough to merit the guards, but we are

happy bto share the benefits,

The main ovuilding is three stories, and the third floor, once

a large airy conference room, has become the nursery with a. pharp-
acy attached. A staircasec leads to the roof-top, where the babies
sun themselves every morning before the heat becomes too fierce,

On the second floor we have three rooms serving as our bedrooms
and isolation rooms for premsature and new-born babies, and sick
babies. Mwn below is a large living or reception room, and servery.

Behind the main building is another block with 5 rooms upstairs,
now occupied by the resident vietnamese staff. Downstairs is the
kitchen, laundry, garages, and a bedroom for older children. The

house is surrounded by a small garden.. A TReasure heroc!

A s I write this we have 45 children in the house, and 37 ol thesc
a re babies .. move are arriving each week, The logistice invelwed
have vecn absorbing all our time thie last month.. hiring staff,
‘food-marketing, acquisition of more furniture, exploration of
pogssible sources of babyfood, milk and other necessiticgu.

Until a few days ago we had been going to market every couple of
days and hawling vegetables back on tiue motorcycle (then our only
neans of transport) One morning I taxied to Saigon market, instcad
of the local market, armed with bigger bags, and more noney, hop-
ing for bhetter bargains., I reached for my purse to pay for a pump-
kin, and was stunned to find the nylon bag had been slashed open
and the purse gone. The loss paralysced me for the rest of the



Lo

morniss. .. but the world had not come to an cnd, and the babies
5611l had to be fed. The loss had been substantial, and I was onliy
grateinl that I had alrecady purchased the mosquito nétting before
golng to the food market., After that I kept to the local markets.

Now we have acqguired a car, a bright blue Renault sent to us by
TIRRE LS HOKMES, France, and released to us from the port after
one nonth of frustratling conflict with local bureaucracy and inter-
ministerial lack of cooperation. The credit for the release of the
car belongs entirely to Yvette. She was desperate from months of
JHavino" from orvhanage te hospitals with eiclkk bsbies.. frem
standing in the filthy noon-day heat waiting for "ecyclos®, with

a dying baby on one arm and a bottle of inuwavenous fluid support-
ed by the other... from carrying bubies on the back of my motor-
cycle..., from endless arguments with unscrupulous cab-drivers over
fares. Then with her outspoken, no-nonsense approach, she had to
succeed. But at what cost! As she was shuffled from Ministry to
Ministry, her last vestiges of belief in the integrily off Govern-

ments, dissolved. Bach Ministry concerned, Foreign, Interior,,

iy

Health, Social Affairs, Finance, and Public Works, seemed bent on
a policy of mutuael misinterpretation z2nd asinine conclusions, and
in most cases the Director would be abscnt, either "in conference",
at Dalat, or in Japan.(Those are the three standard excuses for
gbsence amongst higher strata personel. On a lower level "fatigue”
is the comnon excuse). Only today did she complete the formalitics
of repistering the ear, and that not without bitter confliet. The
Ministry of Public Works reflused yesterday to repister it, under
the serics desired, becausc they suspected the car was for her
"personaluse . It is beyond my imagination to conjure up any "per-
Sonal" use one niht have for a car in this country at the present
moment. "Driving for pleasare" is a ludicrous concept..

With the present populalion of the mursery at 45, plus § liwve-in
staff, 3"duilies", Yvette and myself, wec have ulmost reached temvor-
ary saturavion. ily room, which I had never really apprropriated,

but considered myself as a "camper" there-in, has been gradually

turned into an iselation unit for the premature and new-borns.



I have 6 with me a2t the moment, and &lithough I am out most of the
da y, [ consider ihe babies my recsponsibility from the cvening moenl
until after baths next morning. Yvette laviches her spocial talent:
on the siclr babies isolated in the room next door. £ o our nights
s eem to be broken jinto hulf-hour doucs. I our babies on the

ond floor happen to be sleeping all together, there is 2 sweel
nocturnal music drifiing down from the 30 babies on the floor

above, where vietnunese staff are on duty.. This regime seemns to

be producing a certain fuguiness both physical and mental. Todoy

we are just wondering if we shall ever have the chance to sleep

for even five continuous hours... even three hours. secns remote.
Still we feel it is worth any amount of vigilance to ca2tch the first
sign of loss of appetite, or dehydration. The equilibrium once
upset, is almost impossivle to regain in such fragile coastitutions.
The cure for one malady is likely to plunge the system inte a ncw

eri.sSiss

Initially I did not intend to become so involved in the daily
moesonent of the house, as I was thinking in terms of the first
norsery. But the project seems to have vast ramifications and
requires the congtant attention of both Yvette and myself. S he

is responsible for the daily routine and the care of the babies
while I'm especially concerned with sources of supplics and incomne,.
A 11 decision mnaking is shared.

The house at its present capacity, is costing us about 1%og dollors
53 menth,~incl¢anq rent, staff cselaeries, utilities, frech vegetables
rice, nursery and kitchen equipment. For milk, baby cereal, toil-
et articles, clothes, linen and disposable diuapers, we have been
completely dependent on donations and we hope to be able to contin-

ue without having to add these extra costs to our budget.

Pinancially we are dependent on no one organisation. This helps
us to retain our independence and to keep the nursery on a completel:
international basis. It also enables us to live simply and to el-

ininate most "operational" costs.

Help has come to us from many quarters. PFrance, who are "sponsoring"

s ip our official documents, have sent us the car, and a regular



supply of An exc:licnt baby formula. G:rmany have becn sending us
shipmenis ol valuabhle medicalion and instruments,. Gfoups in
Mistralic and liew Zcaland have been keeping us supplied with
baby-food, cereal, linen, and toiletries. Occasional or regular
nmoney contributions have been coming {rom Australia and America.
Here in the country we have friends both military and civilian,

who will shop for uws at the P.X., or"appropriate" for our use
"surplus comnodities", cleaning equipment, paint, refrigerators,
parachutes ( for shade), and a regular :upply of fresh whole-

milk for the older children. The Australian Signals corps. deliver
packages regularly from the AFPO; barter an cccasional sack of
captured rice for us, from the Thai forces, in exCchange for a case:
nf beer; and in our clectrical problems, they at least provide

us with & sympatheiic ear, and an occasional uiagnosim! Then we
have one American Sergeant lajor,. indispensable to any nursery..
who comes zlmost every night to empty the garbage, unclogg drains,
paint, saw, hammer, haul, wire, and find a.solution or the approp-
riate eyuiprment for every need. "Miles will fix it" is a refrain
with which we mubtually encourage each other in the daily disasters.,

Dr, McK., who spends himself in the service of the Saigon orphans,
provides us with datly medical supervision. He has a talent for
"appropriaoling" any emergency medical supplies we may nced, as

well as marsery and focd supplies. Thanks to him, our older children
have 2t prescnt a choice of three luxurious desserts to supplcment
their unvarying rice.. butterscotch pudding, plum-pudding, and
date-roll. At any nour of the day or night he will be around on

his motor-bike to check on a very sick baby.. no effort wearies hin

if it will save another 1life.

In between the lines, I have been to the provinces and collected

7 more orphans, several of them in need of special treatpent. Thanh,

a chubby onc year old, with both feet clubbed.. Fiona, a very disturhb-
2 year old who refused to eat and would only teke the bottle (now

she eats so0lid food {rom the spoon like all the ofher children at

the nursery). Saddest of all is l;ttle Sanh, 5 years old, and dest-



ined for o family in Switrorland. le waa due {10 leave this Mo b,

but now he will never leave Vietham. e have discovered he has o
blood digscase, Thalassemia, that is always fatal. He mary live a
few years more wiith constant transfiusions but little else can be
done for him. He is an angel of a chiid, and suffered the ordeal

of examination and blood transfusion without a murmur. It would be
too cruel to the parents to let them take such a child, so we shall
keep him 2t the nursery for as long as we are here, and take him

to the hospital resularly for .treatment‘. We are specialiy thankful

for the nevwly accguired car, in such circumstances.

I must end here, because the babies are waiting to be fed seee.v..

Ve Ty



THE WARM NEST

Rosemary Taylor, an attractive,
dark-eyed y8ung schoolteacher,
wanted a job where she could help
people. She taught at a high school
in her home town of Adelaide, Aus-
tralia, then at a remote Eskimo mis-
sion in Alaska, later at a Canadian
junior collefge.

But she felt she could be doing
more. Three years ago, while visit-
ing her parents in Australia, she be-
gan wondering if there was some
way she might help the war-
ravaged people of South Vietnam.
She decided she would go to Saigon
to see.

When she arrived, Rosemary
went first to visit the hospitals and
orPhanages, inquiring about the
children. She was deeply moved by

what she discovered. “The children
are brought in a constant flood into
hospitals and orphanages by people
who find them abandoned in streets,
or by their own mothers, who beg
to have their babies placed in a
home where they can survive,”
Rosemary told friends. “Hospital
registers are filled with names of
children and a one-word entry next
to them—‘died.’ In some orphanages,
four out of every five children die.”

She immediately went to work at
Phu My, a large hospital near Sai-
gon, overflowing with sick and
maimed adults and children. She felt
the children drawing her to them
and she set about tending the sick
ones, lavishing attention on the
smaller ones and teaching the older
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ones. Before her arrival, many of
the children would lie listless and
pathetic on their cots all day. When
she tried to lift some of the two-
year-olds to their feet, she discov-
ered they couldn’t stand because
their muscles had been used so little.

At Phu My Rosemary met Rosa
Tintore, a nurse from Barcelona,
Spain, who shared Rosemary’s con-
cern for the children and who, like
Rosemary, was disturbed about
how little was being done for them.
“We were trying to keep children
alive with a bowl of rice a day,”
Rosemary explained. “It was all we
had. But it wasn’t enough. They
needed so much more.”

Then Rosa managed to get rent-
free two rooms in a house outside
Saigon, and the two young women
started their own orphanage. “We
moved in,” Rosemary said, “with as
many children as we could get.”
Rosemary and Rosa called their or-
phanage Toh Am, the Warm Nest.

They began scrounging what they
needed—as they still do—from

Prayer Fellowship. . . If you need
help, or if you know of another per-
son who does, write us (Guideposts,
Carmel, N.Y.), We will include you
as we gather each Monday at 9:45
a.m. in Carmel and New York City
to pray for our work, friends, fami-
lies, our nation and our world.

Inspiration by Telephone...Any-
one who feels discouraged, frus-
trated or defeated or just needs a
helpful thought for the day can lis-
ten to Norman Vincent Peale’s re-
corded voice with a 90-second
“spirit lifter.” Dial Guideposts for
Inspiration anytime, day or night:
212—889-7155. (A reminder: re-
duced long-distance rates, 7 p.m.
until 7 a.m. weekdays and all day
Saturday and Sunday.)
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anyone who had it. The $100 a
month Rosemary was able to get
from the Australian Council of
Churches is spent mostly for medi-
cine and milk. Other contributors
help them. “The inflation in Saigon
is merciless,” Rosemary said. “A
can of baby formula costs a dollar
and forty cents. But even so, one
dollar can keep an infant alive for
several days.” A

Rosemary spends each day with
the children. And besides runnin
the Warm Nest, she makes regula
visits to 15 other orphanages, teach-
ing and reading to the children,
playing with them, giving them
love and attention.

In the evenings she besieges the
various embassies, trying to unsnarl
red tape so the children can be
adopted. So far Rosemary has
found new parents for 240 children,
sending them to homes all over the
world.

By nature Rosemary is reserved
and doesn’t talk much about herself.
She takes the words of Proverbs
21:21 to express the faith that guides
her: He that followeth after mercy
findeth life.

When asked, she explains her
motives by telling the story of a
family in Colorado who adopted a
two-year-old boy from the Warm
Nest. A few weeks after the young-
ster arrived in Colorado, Rosemary
received from his new mother a pic-
ture of her own three children with
their new brother, and a letter
which read: “I hope someday you
can get us two more like him. We
don’t ever want to have any luxury
while children starve anywhere.”

That’s how Rosemary feels, too.

SIDNEY FIELDS

Guideposts, February, 1970
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Rosemary Taylor told the story acre &
ew mqnthe, axo — about the children in ;; '
am mothered by sorrow and the
abandoned or orphaned.
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' , went to Sout nulk from day to day as she often
d in a hasp i has ing to what we have on hand. This is
sic | harmful for the babies. But now we can splurge |
to
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Ao and I want to bLalll her
1 My first reaction on hear-
oney from your readers - was:
I can ive Rosa some money to
e babies need, this little
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Saigon May 15, 1972

Dear Friends ( and LeeSanne & Judy in reply to your recent letter:

Many thanks far warnigg us of the attitude of the

Eastern States. Yes, we already know of it here in Saigon, because
ultimately any problea gets dumped back on our doorstep. The messag:
from the highest U.S. authorities trickles down until it reaches
the vice-consul , who 1mme<hately notifies us and asks us what we
suggest doings e

, The present consul is working with us in a

big effort to cbtain passports before termination of procedure,
This is & pPossibility which we are working on. We are preparing &
batch of dossiers for the Min. of Interior, | and they will be filegd
next wekk.... 27 of them according to my idea of priority.,. taking
nany things into account (eg. we didn't lncluoe on the list the
gdoptions that would soon be ‘t;ex'm.l.na‘-‘t:e@.’1 _017 could we include those
wnere we do not yet have a birth certificate for the child, or the
dossier of the parents)., fe had to nake a choice for this pilot
group..» t00 many names on the list would have looked hike a mass
evacuation, which would have been very distasteful to the V.HN,..

we settled for 27 at first. Included are the WESTLAKE boys, and
Weston JOHNSON... But i$ is too early to rasSe anybody's hopes,
What I want to stress is that we are doing all we can tc get
Papers for the kids, It would be & disaster for our work i¥ the kid
left with no document at all. Moreover, the Eastern State adoptions
strike nme as being in a state of wild disorder, There are oo nany
People with & finger in the pie,.. and I have had letters from
several different people thinking they are adopting the saae child,
I would hate to think of what would happen were these kids to
arrive in the U.S. without documents of any kind, Fagmilies would
be screaning for possession,

Yaseived. ‘Your donation of 500 dollars is gratefully
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Incidentally, we are receiving a steady stream of children from
the northern orghanages, and are having to accomodata tl’lem in Saigon,
They are for different countries, and net just for the g,astern States,
We are concerned equally about them all, _ ; I

Next Friday, Michelle (our Danang "contact ") sayé she will
‘be bringing down 15 children on Air-america (who alvays traasport
us and the children.froa Danang, with no Problem)., We shall hive
to find accomodation for this 15. I expect that Thanh Tem Westlake
will be amongst thea, as well as LAUB child,

| There is certainly no need for too much €drama at present, No
need to speak of military evacuation, We can bring the children to
Szigon any time we have accomodation for them, by ordinary means.,
using AIR AMEZRICA, Until now, I have considered it best to leave the
children at Danang for as long as possible, as they had better hospital
facilites available to them there, and the atmosphere seems to be much
heal thier, Here in Saigon we've had epidemics of mea¥les, and a fever:
which I strongly susbect as typhoid.., but recent tests have proved
negative... which means to me that the lab, is not much good. This
persistent fever which has affected most of the kids in the nursery
cannot be explained in terms of much else... if not typhoid, it is
some related illness I think . We've caught our staff using un-boiled
water for the babies. '

As for the measles, we vaccinate the kids against it.. but we've
had lots of newcomers, unvaccinated in the house. Some of the children
who had two of the series of theee shots, also succumbed, This malady
iw a killep amongst the babies. Ilse has been working day and, night
without a break. She is just all skin and nerves now. She will he
taking a convoi to Europe and U.S. on Tuesday(she'll post this letter
for me). Now we have Linda, our American nurse, back from the last
convoy, she will take over the nurseyy,

Any parcels you send for Sr. Sylvie in particular, please
mark clearly, insiue the package, in BIG LEZTTERS, that it is for\\

Sr. Sylvie, or I can't guarantee ahat will happen to it. I never open
the packages now. They go to the Warm liest directly, and Ilse opens
them. She is in charge of opening parcels and ®ecording contents!

We shall certainly share what we can with Sister Sylvie,
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We are working closely with her and see her frequently. She askes
for a helicopter at Soctrang, every couplé of weeks,I to bring a
batch of children tco Saigon.

Do your best to keep people sane and prevent them from
becoming hysterical. '
gratitudé from us all
Rosemary J. Taylor )

all letters to: ey © ok
P.0. Box 2742
GPO SA!GUN

Vielnu:in






