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From Ros-ern:a:-..r;y- Tay-lor, 
SEigon. , I 

Phu V.y nospi tal, aoout ll miles from the centre of daigon, is 
a ho s _ii tal with a difference. There ar,::: r1.o doc tore c.ere , f'or 

, t he 1500 iri_ma tes of Ynu. .!',Iy a.ce ill.Ostly lvJyond the ~~ -~ach ~f av-
ailable Hedi cal assi st2..,,"lc s,. Here , in this asylun for all th.at 
is p itiful in the hv.man. condition, there is no struggle for the 
mir2,cle, the impossible cure. There is companionship and shel-
tei"' and sim~le care •.• a.rid the comfort of an undema,nding rout-
ine,· vrith its sameness d3.;i/ af~er day , with scarcely a ripJle 
as tl:::a,'tt".:. c1aiE:, b ,:ir annv.al 25?" o:f ths ir.:..:11-?.tes .. 

'.i:he hospital is made up ot 1-arge hu·u-type b:J..1.l:lin-3s, 
·sorn.eti.~i1es housing up to 120 patients in a single roo::n. . i'he 
board beds are often no mox·e than 12 inc hes apar i.::, a:id the neat 
pile at the end of each, may represent all the norldly goods 
of its occupant. . . perhaps a S1!1all tin box, some tin bovrls 
and utens j_ls, a fan, a grass riat. Some times there is nothing . 
:Many pa tien:ts never leave the com..fortless gloom of thei-c• beds 
... the totally paralysed., the hel_plessl;,t spastic, the liL.1b less 
. • the problem i.s too vast and t he me2J1s too liu.itecl £or so·ohi.s t-
ic2.tscl treatrn.ent or therapy. One 14 yea.r old. 12.d, p2,r:1lysecl ~ 
from the vraist dovm and u:r1able to mov;:: for three yea.rs , ·v'ras 
leading his compani0ns in prayer' with gr eat cheei·fulness and 
vitality ,. as I wa11ted th.ru his hut for the first time . I recog -
nised the"confi teorHin Vietnamese .•. for whose sins rras this lad 
con.fessing his gu.:i.l t? 

Any hour of the day frc :n. 5 in the morning 1,1.:11.til 9 at 
night, the chanting of c01wn.tu1i ty prayers may be heard, drifting 
endlessly out into the 1rnt sodden stiJ.:..ness. Probably abont 
half' the in.r:1ates vwuld be cbristia.n , a s :a.2.l l percentage _of 
Buddhi.s ts, and the others would 3.dhere vaguely to some form 

·of s.ncesto·,... vwrship or nothing at 2.ll~ 

'lb. e T, B. h,). ts house some of_ ta.e mo z: t ser:Lous1y i.J.l of 
Phu 1,Iv I s inmates. An Alsacian Sister , a true "muli cT fortis" in 
Vietnam. for 30 years, looks after -the 170 m.ale p a ti.en~;s , moa t 
_of them in the last stages of the d.ieease. Death is a d ::1. ily 
visi tor • .A '.11 .B, sufferer 'itvill a :'.'r ivG at Phu Hy a few days or 
a few months from death. Yesterday a 12.d of 22 c1:Led, and the 
sam.e day a 27 year old v1id0Her with 5 children, v:as acl.l.'.li tt":!d 
with death already on him. Daily there are new 9.!"rivals cor.1..e 
only to die ... I mention 2 cases , there are 250 other f] . 

The daily"shots 11 , with what avai l e,1:, le drugs they have, 
are administered by a fallow T.B. patient , dressed: in a ~fuite 
jacket for added. prestige as v12ll as for reasons of hygiene •. 

( Incid ,::mtally , the Vietnanese h ave enor:nous confid.-3nc-:: in · shots . 
Even for the simglest t;n)e of ail:::t:.(~!1-t:, n ever ;,rescrib (~ orally 
·what c a n be given int:::.--a:2.uscula:.-~ly, even i:c. the rao.tt ~:; r of vita::n-
ins. They feel cheated with tablet form i1.edication ! ) 
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Seve ral more huts hous ,:; the 180 blind at Phu I;Iy ••• from a ' 
small abandoned child of three to the stooped and wizened old 

., k ' l ' d t -, .. IO L~ ;;;aose age c an on_ y oe guesse ... a • ;:;; ,.;rangely enou.gh , a 
l{j.1:'2;~ percentage of t":le blinl are refugees. fr '.'Jm th~ north , 
vvnc: _,:: .J.. • 1 t Q f . ' t,r2,corn.a seeins ,.J.ore Pr-~·ra en . uor:i.e o i:;ne voung L"len 
are war victims , lik e 26 year olcl }''nu , Fhose vision was des-
troyed in a bonbardmen t of· H::i ..... -rio i. In o th.er instances , sight 
could be partly restored were the specialists available . 

It is touching to see the blind filing i nto chu.rch at 
5-30. every .morning, sh1..,lffling ·uncertainly in small groups and 
chai.::1.:.: . '30::::: :-:,:"'.l.e i n nr... cr,.-:~c-~·~::.: • • a'10+;0 er t'lr8.gs hi·.!.,:,;elf c1,lc:nz 
the gro'J.nd with his arm.s •. Only a couple of the para1ysed have 
t11v 2.tt~: .. ~_;_"':t ·:;f 0., J_o2:1c ... ~~s1 -... lLl ... jJ7.-=:-~_.::.:.:.'l~ o:~:.,..;~ <]':l..:.~ ::;:1.\:;- ~--~· ;-~~..1-··..;:~~~;,.l 
.that so:r.:ie of .these 1)eople at least, have the belief in a better 
world beyond, to l ighten t he burden of this existence. 

Scattered amongst the va1.,ious adult huts, the infirm, 
the crippled, the defective , 't;he grossly abnormal,. are the chi l-
dren unable to live in the creche sectj_on. They a.re the little 
T.B. victims , who ought not to be kept in v'li th the chroi1ic 
adu.l t suffere:cs . There are the srJastic children who need special 
attention, who must be fed and changed like babiess ancl riho 
loll helplessly on their box0d-in wooden beds all day , or perha.:ps 
lie on the groun.d outside, ti.ed by a s t ring around th0 fo o t to 
a verand2.h post, and at the !:lercy of the fli es and other ihsects . 
Each of these youngsters is given into the charge of a no ther 
pati ent, who, for some mont'::tly pocket money , fe eds and looks 
after ~his: charge to the be st o:f his or her very lim.L t e d ability . 

For each of the patients , the hos_pital receives government 
support to the extent of 18ps a clay (12 ps buys a s:nall stick 
of bread) . Up until las t y ear the a llor;-anc0 had been 6ps •. Of 
course , this allowance i~_to tally inadequate, and the hospital 
r e lies almost entirely on. don3.tions and charitable aid •. 'l'hey 
h av3 no income to i nvest i n equi_p:nent . Happily a v.ra ter _puJnp 
h as been given, and soill.e sev1ine; riachines . However, the water 
pu.I~1p £C! ]:\ric es t1le l a:v"nc1ry only, ?.;>~icl a co11.ple of 01..1 tJ.ets of 
v aguely potable 'vYater . The o ther W8lls in the grounds of ?hu 
My , yie 1.d a red-brorrn opaque liq_uid. that one would he sit~-1. te to 
u se even on the garden. Tr1is water is h2..nd-drawn . Uy da ily 
quota I 8o1J ect in a j ug , and I ekP- it out to cover my sinplif-
ied needs . The laundry for the 1500 peo:->le is done by ha:::1d , 
on ston3 slabs with bar soap and cold., w ::1. ter. 

Th.ere are only 25 sisters c ::1.ring for the divers needs 
of the hospital , pla;ying "doctor" with a daring born of necl..'ss-
i t'IJ and a compe tence ripened by ex:perience • Yraere possiole , 
the in.'.nates help with the daily chores of food prepa ration , 
.water c arrying , and cl •Janing up •.. ~u t any ii regular job"_ must 
be rewarded wi th a monthly"allo1;vanc~:r'~-

1 

Receiving no govern:nent help a t all, the creche S9ct-
ion has at tho moment 130 children, fro~ abandoned b abies of 
a fe ·.v days >to older teanagerD, ihe se 130 child:i:·cn ::iu.st e,e · 
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supported by donations. Seventy of them are children of leper 
parents , but many o:f them have sim._ply been aband.ou8d as b abies 
in th3 street·, or at the gates of Fbu Iiiy . 

iV:..<~ For the past o months I h Rve been Horking at Phu E3r, occ-
),,,-J, upied 21e. inly in the creche sec t ion .. loo2;:ing afte r -che children 
• /l>'c.\. ..,->-, and thG babies , dressing wounds , giving ' m·3dica tion and. shots 

to t he undernouri shed and the s ick, pre:;_, aring formula, , and 
.\) Q\,.."' all the other daily chores that c an :Ca associated vri th the c are 
.,,... , -Y · and well-being of 130 children, with the added comglications 

·,C"" 
\ of t ro ~;iical fungus, sores and boils , diarrhea and. dehydration 

-'a ,-7. ca·L1s •·, J b·· a - ~, ..,.,t·"!."_.J. . .,..,1 .,, tc.-'l t•r,::,t ··,.,, c:,, 1.....,,, 7 __ _ .-, ~ rl t-11 ~, --·:1~1 ··:r"I ev -i 7 C, ' V'-- ._. J \..,,..,_.,.._.._ .............U. J._;(..k '-""\.~ 1 --- ....,,_.,.....; _;:,: -eel I -- ,J ,. .. - •. - ..• ,....,.. ,.. · -~ •• 

. .,:Al-\_.,,, . that rise up ,from the reeking heaps of undispo sed of sevvera.ge , 
if---- t!1b.~~ \)..::·r.:.a ID.Gt~t ·2V3l'"":V- s ·c1, c:; ~~ i.~~ -~::.: G:..tJ ... . I•::_/·i .:: _; :_1~ '" .. ~-0_~:·::.:~, 

v-,~ c'p-~'- shar i ng clo thing and. b edding \Ihich i s never st eJ.'ili s ed , infect-
ions spread like wildfire . There i s scarcely a chilcl vi'o.o does not 

i:r- sport somewhere on his anato:cw, a bandage or a bright red patch 
of mercurochrome. 11 Clinic 11 each day in the creche c a.n last for 
sev2ral hours .. and then ther3 are the " donic i lia.cy" visits , 
to my room i n the wall, where I keep a meclic:al kit on hand . 
My f avourite and most r ebular patient i s 4 year old Hoa, a n 
e·pilentic whose forehead is a lilassi ve s01·e from repeated 
contact i';ri th- the ground in her IJ.Oflen tary seizures . It take s 
three weeks to heal u.p , and af t er tvro -:nore vvaeks its ,·rorse tha.'1 
ever. 

::.ivery odd moment , I yractise my vi etnam.ese , while Sr . 
Angel , the sister i n chc•,rge of the c reche, prac tis e s 2nglish 
with an exl18..usting tenac i "ty •. .f e corn:11unicate al1::.:i .. r s in I-'rench , 
and as h:::r ]?rench would not be mc:uiy deg1, e es sui)e ::: .~ or to my 
ovvn , we understand each o ther :;:),3.i,fe c cly, desj_) i te 0 1..1.r ]_)era onal 
circu.mlocutions . ( The i nfini tive i s a friendly ve .;.~sa t ile form 
and the subjunctive i s taboo !) Howev3r , trying to e:-cylo.in 
erigli sh granuna tic a l i ntricacie s in l''rench is so:,1eti.aes a 
stra in on my limited t a lents • 

. , 1 ..., k t .,,, rre§<=>nt..,__ J 0:m ;t;,qe..c•W}~Y "'gJ.~[!lber of tne hos .J i t·:11 staff rrho 
"'o,1? 3 .J':v ,Jl. ... ~_L l__.n , i::t.nU. c.L::5 U '.:. .J......1.. t.:::\.: -.'-- I 1, ~-Y' 1,--..-. .,.;- . .., -- .... 7...; . ..., -:.. .. _._, .t"'- "-' - -·- -.,;__ .. 1u..v,:.. '-~ '.:: :_., J_j_ _,:,tg· v T~"',- l 1...1!1 i!.C, r.L-

French spea}cing vi si tors and ben af·i c ·cors , I 2.:n c2.lle u on to 
inter!Jr2t . I a.211 someti=".1es e :r:1b :i~:sr::1ss8d to fi n d :1ys ,0lf i.n ch3,rge 
of a si t 1.la"tion e,bou t nhich I i:: .::10\r 1:..othi11c-; ... l D :e --che tine I 
was tra n 3~ortad , ~ithout prev~ ous ori e£j ~g , to the S~ig on 
Children ' s Ho s:p i t a l and a t el2.1J~on:e ·:ras thrust into :1y c1 1nd 
and a ::.1u:::0.o er . . . I d i alled a!:; o .rder,?d . I had no id.ea of ·;:hat 
I wa s to s ay nor to whom I wo.s tal i::i::1g . '.i.11.e co:tvcrso,tion 
flov ... ndered i mnedi a te l y .. the voice at the other en d was ob-
vious ly i I'.lpati ent a t , t h is Su.nd.a y :iorning i nte1~~:: ... uption .. o.nd 
I _ b e5,·a n with 2. "Eullo, who i s tha t ? · I' TTJ. sorr-:1 , but rroul d 
you mi ... ncl h anging on for a r.10 ....:~ent v/hi le I find ou"G ·:rh3..t I ' :m 
su.91Jo sed to s ay to you?". Another time I Vias tra n::, i;o2,ted to 
one of the U.S. civil s,td insta llations , rrhere I gath erec1 my 
role was to ask for monetary aid for. the n e';l build ing t ho, t 
the hospital was about to c onstru.ct . A confusing half r1 ou r 
later , l discover$d I 1.idS SU):.JOS,:;d to b e ask:i .. nf: fo:~ c er£1,..,"'.lt 
and std~l, not 
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· tfonths later, after ::.m epic stru.gg1e ·:rt th :red tr1,pe and ·,1i th 
U. S . and v.:rL bureaucrac y the ce.::ient J.rrived ..•. The steel 
has been promised and. approved in all q_uarters, but ho.s 
n :2,ver arFived, because I made the foolisl-.. mist::tl:e of try ing 
to us2 the correct hierarchic a lly con.::ti-,.,Llted ch:::n111els for 
the stee l req_uisi tion. · 

I 
This building is the most importa.Ylt project on hand .. 

I t mee ... '1s ta.1{:ing the roof off the pres13nt building and adding 
a secon.~ :floor, so that the cripiiled children can move into 
ha1.f of the lower floor, and their present tiny building be 
e .. -. .-..- ... ·~-: .L.,._ '"'"'•~,,..·r·1on.-,~-:::::l +~n ... ,._. .. ,_ . . ....,, ..... ~ -; ' -l~";,.,, -\ C-Y' , ,·."" .... .,.. .... -1- , -,. ... '"!;7 -' ~ 'I- --ll~Lc~.1g._.u l.JlJ o~vvV l -ld,-Jv vi...1.V '..)(...(,i...,',~. \ ~J,vl ~ ..!,. Vs~ !. v;..L I,..,.. ...... 1..:· vt.l.V • .! !.!. ' ..... J.Jl,,.;,,,J....L.J.J.....1. ... c 
i s sinple in the ext:!"eme, ;-ri th no n o te of lux,J_ry or trie unez1-
en ti::u . ... unaciln'neu ;;,:·ic~t ,,.J.i.l...,, o_;_. -~: .. .,_ ,i~ .. . . ,.o,:..;, ,::.1.ti ,,00~--n 
shutters, a tiled roof and a brick floor ... yr:;t this o }')era tion 
i s co sting the incredible 81t.rri of 865 ,000, so dispro:portionatel;y 
high is the cost of living i.n Vietnt1.m in recent times. The lab-
our is of course , all manual ..• there are no machines involved, 
and curiously enough, many of the l abour3rs are wor:ien. About 
one third of the money has yet to b2 fou.r1d , the rest was donat-
ed by a foreign charitable orgJ.ni sation. 

In all of Saigon and its environs , Phu i\Iy is the only 
refuge of its kind, and sadly v;e s,re having to turn avt ,·ty many 
people seeking help and sorue ·:rhere to live, handica~pecl and 
homeless, young and old, si:rc:9ly because there is not available 
space for even one more bed. Yet the need here in 0aigon is 
urgent , and we are anxious to c:om.9lete the nevr building, rrhich 
will enable us to accor.1oda ta aoou t one hunclrecl r:w:re ~a tients. 

Altho the standard of living is only at Asian subs i stance 
l evel, the in8 titute could not survi.ve without this outside 
h elp. Fivery odd l)ieee of wood, every tin can ho.s value. Troops 

·will sometimes come in with a load of ca~)tured 1~ice , or a lo ad 
of em.:)ty gas or arnrn.m1ition cans , or timber fr-om broken crates . 
A u se is fctL-rid for everything . .:~ven a load of e_n:pty bzer-ho'l:;t;les 
vms received with grati tud8 and solli to earn a fevr nore piastres. 
V/hs..t I vvculd ha\lC clc..ssacl a,s -~~l1e big·~3:~2e·t rrl1i t2--, :2J.,0:p112,.,.D.t of all, 
was the supply of tape we v:ere given .. :,:::3...11.y tea-chests fill ed 
with mile on mile of "py j ama cord" ta1,1e .. . . '.i.'here 1ivere a fe w 
startling scenes when the very old andthe very _y:,11,1ng '."iere bur-
ied in mas si v ·2 heaps of tangled tape, 1.lll tanglin.::; it an.cl wi.r1 rl.i.:n,; 
it into b alls. '1he next stag-::, ( ·and here rr>.,:y c recluli ty was 
strained), the t ape i ts elf vms u.:n.ravelled and the thra3.d Hound 
into balls. Next, I vms dl.J..tlbfo1.1...:."l.ded to see the cotton bej.ng 
knitted into articles of clothing . ./hat enterp:.:-:ising genius 
is born from real need! 

l'he children and th-;:; adults a.t Phu lily readi ly accept 
my presence there, and are v ery friernlly . Now that some of the 
older fo lk have discovereu my ".c1iche 1

' in the wall , thev make 
it their business to drop in, when I a,m 11 at home'' , andv try to 
teach me a few words of Vietnamese ; seemingly reaping a-:11use d 
s a ti sfac tion from my painstaking efforts . When I first atrnear-

d . II • • d " h ' . . . -· e in na-r.::.i .. ve .ress · ; w_ ic n is very practical ,:,f·fe:!"i?:'"'..::_; fresd.an 
) . 



5. 

coo lness, and. protection from. insects, the 1~esponse v1as grat-
ifying. '.i.:hey appeared to be in a -tra.Dsport of· delight , grinning 
from ear to ear. The women stogped w11eeling their barrow or 
their cart-load of bricks; even the little sp2..stic c:1ildren had 
their heads _ turned :in my direction vri th unco.1prehended ins true t-
ions to co:::ngliment vrith tSt 11 de1) q_ua 11 (very .l!r2tty) which I duly 
acc0pted in the right spiri 1i with a ;i car:i on" and a return grin . 
\Tnen I appeared in the creche , the children nere tra.n.sfi_ ed in 
a state between awe and hilarity , then as they c ame running and 
surrounded me from all sides, I rewarded them with the only song 
that v1,e all k,.'1.ew , "We shall overcome 11

•• and they j oined in! 
The a,,,r- -; · 1 :·, 7 "-I: ~· g1.1 .. i ts.r 1 af-ce::::- ::;·~:..-:,.:,-i.:-:~ fo:- three :.::c0n ths \ii ti.1 
a shipment of' apples (turn;;d to cider en route) com)Jements our 
sin;'~.rl___; ... ":~ c;1---~s , ~~::.o l,c, -~rl ;..:.1~~ .;_,:_.Jc:.. ~~:c..c.!.-c ....... l ~1d.. ·~f1v:1 ,..-u,~al l.~c.tv8 
m~~h to be desired! 

Phu My has nothing in comr::ion vri th hospitals as we know 
theill . ~here i s noth i ng streahllined here, and there i s no soph-
ist -ication , no V .I . J? . treat1ilent, no privacy at all, even bath-. 
i ng, squatting on the floor vri ta a can of v,ater, i s done in 
com::non. '.!.'here are hard v-rooden beds without mattresses~without 
bed.linen , . and there are flies and. rn.osg_i toes to contenc1. with •.. 
tha t~1ric e daily ric e wi th percL1:;:,s som.3 fish or veg:etab les •. • 
in every sense the scene is unutterably drab . One would not 
have far to go along the highways and "'oy\'rays , looking for the 
we,iding guests of the parable •.. they are all at Phu 1,1y , ready 
and waiting-. 

-0-0-0-0-0-- · 
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S inc: ',: ·:. :-::. at is lon.; sLi:::c j_'illod to ca1)aei-L_y, and t h e no (.;d :x, re 
<ie :.,,ii:.: 1:· ~,_:;2 tb8~1 ever, VJ (] have bo r~n 1ilan.1.1inG :for some tirne t o 1.J l )(:. 11 

st.i. i.;,__,1 ·t -~::> :1s of the babies Guc~umb to t _hc least malacl.v· or chc-.,,n'.•:?;8 
oi a t -:::, 2:phe!'c. J.;atcly- sv:w of th e orphanages have be e n r Eva.r:c~ a. 
oy 81) L _ :?::-::t j_c D o .f m.en::.i.n6 i tis and enc ephal i ti r"'. • one orphar1uc; e lo st 
a tn.i .r< of i.ts _;:) o_pu l:J.tion in a WCP~:. "Bcfo .ro that t:·1crc v,a~,, ,·,t:-,:-;,s"J. ~2 ~ 

--- ·=--Kl\::e.:.~~ ...-•-:-. ,:~i ~; ~c;•.111~r.v, and al\'tD,,Y8 there is the comm.on br-o n,.!ll.o -
_pncu.11D :·_i 2., c.L.::. hy L1.ra tlon, typhoid., polio a..nd a ho st o f o tr. er nalaJ :. e ::: 

o rtLc a l .:ae i b .:.ies ava:i.l c~bl e . A devo ted .F'renc h pedi ~l triaj_a..n o f .fer-,., . 
er 0(1. k do o.r1 ,..;.1J.to1n:::y \'i1 W i, one oi' th E:: b::.t. t .i €,~; (lieu c1·tcr a l e ::.--· 
d.r ·:,·;itL < ..:.t. cf:i.'c_, ::.:' t; t.0 Bavc her. S_p ec .i.rn cn s lV 1. ll to be s ent to 2rc, . .nc e 

and t L:.: res'...l.l t s r ~~vealed that :Gicb Van had an unuf;ua.l form o f parc-.s -
itical ;>nt;;m101.i a , ae;ainst wr.dch the.re is no specific anti.r.d.o-:.ic, 
A pn·2·,:~oni:.. .:: :~r e in 1!;u.ro ~J c, bu.t _probably onJ.y too co!1tr.1on hero in 
-1; h P. o r ;_:: ·r- ::i.p 1·1.:s t i :" , 

1'vcn i~ ·, t. he n-v.rs 2ry, v,e realise there will be childrc.:n who \'i:i.ll 

not rc .:..'_J::ind. to our greatest eff'orto, but we hope to creu.tc an 
a: ,ibian~ e where-in the babieG wilJ be better cq_uippcd to res.i r, t 
ttu:~ n :.::.:2less -1,lagues lurkinc in cv~ry breath o.f vtind. 'I~he li tt:L<..: 
mi ·/;cs t"~1 at c o;1c i'ror'l the r.Iaterni ty hoGpitaJ., may have c;_;_) c-mt the r :.r ~;-:-
threc ··· o.:.iths of thelr lives in thn ine:ubator before thoy reach t:~e:: 
v,cigllt o:f 2 l~gr,1 ( ~. 4 lb) -.vhich iD e:onnidcred sui'ficient :t:·or thci:!:• ' 
debu·t i~to the world and independent livinc . Other babie8, w2i01-
ing 1,.1crh 2.ps l.e sD Ghan 3 lb- at birth, may not even have tbeoe few 

wec:-;:s o ::· rc:::: ..:: i.tc in the j -wubator befoI'e ha.vint; to p.i t their '.1eas rc 
utren..:; th agal.nst a v10rld. of infection. Their chanc c-;s of su.rvi val 
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are slim. 

011 Ju.ly ?3rd , after weeks of aggravating delaJ,, we were .finalJ .Y 
able to r,ic:;n the leane ancl mov:e into the new nursery~ .le couJ (·: r ;e:-: 

ti-JrOUi'.h the ~ear:Je and t~:cim c:. to the splendid potentiG.l of' mwh o. 

house: 

Si ·Luatcd in a qui et residential area at the encl of a l)ri vate 12..ne:: 
the c.:utranc o of which is guarded day and night b,y chj_ncse 

r;Uards. . . de s-t;iJl do not know e.xnc tly who amongst the :roside11.tn 
of ti·:~ l;:1.nc is important enough to merit the guards, but r:e are 
hap1)y to r-,hare the bencfi ts, 

The main ouilding i.s three stories, and the third floor, once 
a large r:::..ry conference rooia, has become the nursery vri th a . pha:rm-
acy attached. A staircase: leads to the roof-top, where tbe babies 
sll.n themselves every morning before the heat becor.J.es too :fierce . 

On the f:;econd floor:· vve have three rooms serving as ou.r · bedroor.1s 
and isolation room:-3 for pr0.ma ture and new-born babies, and sick 
babies. rown below is a large living o.:c recept:ion room, and. serv8.r_y. 

Bc:11 :i_J.l(i. tLe main bu.ilding io ar:;:.ither bJ_ock with 5 rooms upsta.irs, 
now occu.J)ie:d by the resident vietnamese staff • .Downstai1·s is the 
kitchen, lu.undry, gE,.raees, and a bedroom for older children. 1J'h2 
house L ,; rn.-i.rrounclcd by a small garden. • A T;·~oa~--ure her,~! 

A s I write Lhi :-:J \·:a !1ave 115 c hildrcn in the hou r-..,e, and 37 o:P thr; :'.,::: 

have 'i..,.:::cn absorbing all ou.r time thic: last month. . htring st::·.:f:f, 
:food-marketing, o..cquisi tion of more fu.rni ture, exploratj_on of 
possible sou.rces of babyi'oocl, milk and other necessitic:u. 

Until a few clays a~;o we had been going to mru·kc·t every couple of' 
clays and hauJj_ng vegetables back on tr1e mo torc.vcle ( then our onl,y 
means of · transport) One morning I ta:xi ed to Saigon marh: et, :inst e;(d 
of the local market, ar.i:led with bigger lmgs , and more aonc_y, hop-
inc for better ba.!'g.:.1in.s. I reached for my pur:::,e to pay :for a pur,11, -

kin, o.n cl wa r.., stunned to find the nylon ba.g had been slashed open 
and the 1iurse cone . The loss paralysed me f'or the rest of the 



1norni,; ;,· ••• l.JuL i,he v1orlu had. not r;: 0;11c to an c.r1 <1, and th8 babies 
ut.LlJ k;.Li to bo :i'r;d. '1.'he 1oss had bocn substantial, and I was only 
gTat '. :J. '1fl. that J h aJ already µurcha:.;ed the r:io squi to netting before 
g:ni.ng Lo the food wirkct. After that I kept to the local marketr.,. 

How '-"'<'; l,:_1,v c acc:\)_j rcc.t a car, a bright blue Ilcnaul t . sent to us by 
'L::rm.~ ;fr;s EOLTM -•~S, i11rance, and released to us from the port after 
one i:,on'Lh of i'ru:...~trating conflict wi.th local bureaucracy and inter-
rnini.:~:Ler·.i.:fl lack of cooperation. '.rhe cre(li t i'or- the release of the 

c :.~~· h:don(·,~ ent i.r,:::] .v to Y\• e: t tc. She wan des_perate fron. months of 
i: t;a ~\' i;1_ ··11 from C•l'lih .. J.ll '.~e tc, hnspit;..i.}H w_i_ -t.1, si.c--1r b2.bic.s •• f.rc:~ 

stfai1(bn -~ _in the, :c'J.1thy 110011--d: . .iy h::~~tt waiting :for 11 cycl0Bu, w.i.th 
a (\v .i.11, _; i.l ::.tf.1,y on one arm. n.rH1 o. bottle of in 11a.vcnous flu.i cl :;:..J.p_po r.·t-
ed. lJy 'Li.t i~ ether., . Jrom c ,!.rrsi.n c; b:.i.bj_ef3 on tb :: back of rny :-,1otor-
cyclc ••• :from cn.iLc::.1;::; a.:r\'.>11n.8nts with unscru11uJ ous cab-drj_vers over 

:.::~ccocd. Bat at whnt cost! ;\s she wus f")huJ"f1cd from l\1il1istry to 
Iiiin:L ,,try 1 her lu.!it ve::stie (i:~ of belief in th8 integrity of: · Govcrn-
i:1c:nto, dist:·.)lver1. }~ac:h lVTini Htry concerned, Foreign, Intc!rlor, ., 
health, ~JOcj_ al .!\f:'f r::lirs , li'i.nance, and rublic Wo.rkG, seemf:-:1 bent on 
a policy o:f mutu.ul Il'J.r:;;inteqJ.retu.tion :1.ncl asi.ri.i.nc conclud.0110, and 

in m.oL,t c:1r,:;s the J)irector v:ould be absent, ei ther "in confc:ronce", 
at DaJ.at, or in J ri.pun. ( Tho De a.re the three standard excuses for 
r:.hscnc0. o..nongrrt h:Lgher st1·ata pcrsonel. On a lower levol 111·atirru.<i" 
iu tl1c cor:c: ·1on r.'xcu.E:e). 011lJ lioday did f:1he; co1 ,1;_)1r) te -t;lJr; i'O <'mG.liLi c..; 
of r (:):·•:i.:-:. t8r:i.ng tile car, and that not w:Lthout bi ttor co.n:flict. The 
l.1Lnir;t1'.'i 01· }'u.bli.c tiorks r efused yentCJ _r·day to r,:,:;;istcr it, '.lnder 
the 8Cr:i cs desirer!, bccc:i.t1t:;:j 'Lhoy ~,uopoctcd the car vras for her 
~'pcrt;onu.l 11v. De • T t j_ s bcyo nd m.y :Lmars Lna tion to conjure up arzy 11 1,er -
sorw.l II uHo onu mi.()1 t havn for a cur in Lhis country at tr.rn prs::scnt 
moment. " llr.L v inr:; 1\.J r 1>lcast1re II is a Judicrous u one ept •. 

With thG .t-ircGent. po1,ulation of the nursery at 4.5, plus 5, liv:e-in 
staff, J 11 J. : ... ili cs", Yvette and myself, . we havu ~Ll.mo st reach8rl tem ,uc) r-
ury S'.J.t~u.·a.~.i on. i.iy rooms wl1.Lc h I bad never really ap]:iro priatccl, 
but conuidored. my ::-;clJ' us o, "camper" ther e-in, has been gradually 
turned into an i f:::o 18:tion unit for the premature and new-bo rns. 



cl.a y, J cof).sider tr;e babieD rrq rc!:::-;1Jon8iLility fr-om tb ,·: (:v<:;nlnr :ii:: 

u1Jtil a :rtcr bathu nc .:-:.t morning. Yvot ·L;c lavir.:bcc her :.::v:c!:L:J,l -t;·1,l.,,n 
on th c oi c:J~ b'·tbi c::.;i i:~olaLcd i.n the r- •iOfJJ. 110:;.;:t dorJr. :~ o Ov. \ ' ni;__)1t ;; 
s com to b'-' broken ·j nto h:..1.1f-hour tlu:,;c: o. I:C our babic: :: n :, tl.ic 

nocturnal rn1J.sic d..rtfd.ng dorm from t:,:10 30 ba'oiN, on the floor 
above, r 1l1c:c·e vic-Ln,.::11 cr.,e staff i':'l.ro 011 (luty •• 1i'h:i.fl rc::gi1r e scerns to 
uc prod1J (:L11.g a ce r- tai.n :fuzzinosa both p hysic,11 c . .nd ment al. To<LJy 
VirJ arc ju.L:t v10nr.l er:i.n g if we ~,hd.1J ever iw.'.ro tho c h a.nc c: to :.:lce p 
for even f.L vc co •tt; n•,1_.::; us hours. • • cvoi.t t '1rce h -., u · u . soc.i'lf. rcmo ·t: ,, • 
iSt:i.11 vt3 feel it is ,,,o rth u.ny amount o f vigilr;,nce to c· ·t ch th e .~1., :c: 

sign of lo :Js of a,iJpE:ti.tf:, or dchydrat i.o ;1. ~'ht; ey__uiJ.ilJrlum. one e 
upset , :Ls almo::-,t im~):'r-;sj_ule to .reGain in mteh fra,J:i1e c.;0 ~1~:.t.itut .i. on~-
~i.1lln cu.re :t'or one rn.:.:.lar.iy is likely to Plt1 .nge the f3Ystem i nto a nc;1 

crisis. 

InitiaJ_ly I did not intend to beco1!le ::;o j_ nvo1v cd in the d:.::. il.y 

"::.::_, .. ,'.''.c]:nc1 d; or· the house, as I was thin~ci.nG in terms of th c: first 
JDU' sc.r.y . But the pro ;j ect seems to hav e -vast r rn.::Jificatio n ~J a nd 
req_u.ii•os the const rn1t attenti on of both Yvette and rn.yr:1e1f. S he 
is ref..,1)onc:i ule for tl1e daily routine :=i,nd the care of th0 b,-:1.bi ea 

while I'.m es) ccially concernud with ::io u.rees of r;uppl:Lc:s h mi inc or:~(;. 
A 11 deci b.i.on ; Ja '.dnJ; is shared. 

Tho house at its pre sent capac ity, 

rice, nursery and kitchen oq_uipment. li'or .m.ilJ<'., buuy cer.et:tl, toil--
ct articl cs, clo ther:;, linen and cli spo f!:J.bl c cli;.Jpc.rs, we hrwc been 
corn_p letely dc.:1)endent on donations a.nu We-) hope to be able l;o contin-
ue v1iH10ut hqving to add these extra costs to our buc.l.c;et. 

li'i.rw.ne i8.lly •;:e are d o_)ond.ent on no o n c o rc::i.oi sa-L :i.on . ~:his helps 
u u to rC:!taili our ind01Jendenc e and to kc CtJJ tne nursery on a t;o:.l_ l:L ct cJ · 

internation0l basin. It also enables us to live siz1ply ancl to e1-
inin:.lte most 11opt;;ratjonal" coGts. 

llr!lp has co1r..c to us from nany q_uril'tcru. trance , who are 11 f";ponuoriD{~" 

uu in our official rlocunentr-; , have sent us ·t,he car, and a rcc:ula.r 



r:.:u.pply 01· 1 tn cxc ;1.J •int baby formula . G.1rmany lw.ve been t5 c ndinr: 
fJhi..1imc:ni;:1 of vnJ.,u1.l)] e mcdi.c;i. llon and jnntrumcnts. GrotJJ):-J in 

.. u1d He '.'! t.: caland h.:=J,V8 been kceJJing u~J su.ppl:i.ecl v,i th 
baby-f'o o d s cerea1 1 linen, and toilE:~tr.ics. Occ ,i:-~:i..onal or r 0{;ular 
r:iono,y contr ibut:i.on!:-: have been coming from. Atu,tra.lia ancl J\!ner.i.ce. .• 

Here i 1t t.J-1,~ coun tr_y \": .e have• friendf.:; both rnili t'.l.ry and c ivili an , 
,·1ho wi ll ul 1op for r.-s at th0 I'. X., or 11 ;-J.11propria-te 11 for our usc-
11 c• 11·· 11Lu ., cor•11•·0Lll" ti· C S 11 cle·~·1.1.· n c,· "'q11 i J)ffi"'r1' t 1""'i n·t rcfr·L· (" L·,·,,,, -,-orr-... -_,{_ ., ~ - ~.l ,; . . :"' · .._ , ,,._,,,,i. l) c V- -· _ ._.. f .t , o ....... . , , . t:.>., .1.c" v, - - • ··'~ 

milk: for t h e old.or children. The Au f3t ralian Signals corp ::; . deliver· 
p ackac;co rE:,gularly f'ron the AI!'ID; barter an cccasiono..l E1 ack of 
c ap tuJ:cd rt~c fo!' us, from the Thai fo r ces, in cxchangG for a c a:;:e· 
r1r rJecr; and. in o u.r clectrLca}. _problems , they at least 1).rovide 
u c w:i. tL1 ;;:. ,s;rtpathctic eart and an occa '.:d.onal u.:i.agnooi ;: ! Then we 
have o nc 1~1:1cric ::i.n Ser:_:eant Major~ • ind.i ~-3_pern=-mblc to a ny cm.rr:icry •• 
who com e~~ '.1.1 120 st ovcry night to ern.pty the garbage, unclo gg drain rJ , 
paint, savr, hanunc I' , h aul, wire, and find a . solu tion or th o appro _p--
rio:te cc1ut1.1m.ent f or every n eed. 11Miles will fix it" is a :cefr"1.in 
vii th v,hich we mutually encour2.ge each other· in the (1a:L ly cli oastr:;rs. 

Dr. McK ., \'1ho sponcts himself in the servic c of th:e Saif;on orphan ~~ , 
provid8 s u r:.: w"lth dcttl.Y medical supervision. He has a talent. f or 
11 appropri ati.ng 11 ,1ny cmergcnc,y medical C-i.l.i)Plie~J we may n ',: ed, as 
•,;ell a:J n1:u·sGt:·y a nd J'ocd s:;qJ.p1i cs. :l.'h ,::.r.G.c s to him, our o1 dc.r ch:Ll dre1·~ 
have :.:'.-t _ _preoont a choice of' three luY.J..1r.i .ous desserts to r:.:u .PPlGment 
their u.nvru·y:ing rice .. butterscotch ,Pu.dcl.Lne, .Plum-pudrlinc, ancJ 
thi.tc-roll. A~ ~;1,ny nour o.f the day or night he \·:ill be at'ound on 
his motor-bike to check on a very sick baby. • no effort wearies h i rn 
i i' it will save a noth er life. 

Ir, betv:ce_n trie line s , I have been to the provinces a nd collected 
7 more orphans, -sov Gral o f them in need of special treat.qient. Thanh, 
a chubby one year old, with both feet clubbed •• .J?iona, a v:er,v distu r b-

year ol d •:1ho r cfLJ.Sf1ci to eat and would only take the bottle (nov: 
ohc cats Golid food f rom the spoon like all tho othcir children at 
the nur::;ery). Saddest o:f aJ..1 is li ttlc Sanh,. 5 years old, and dest-
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blo :::> d di :~,:,·_.::;c , '.211,.;.J '.:.l .-~St\"ai a , that is alv,·ays j ';.d;o.1 . rre m:x_ l :i_vc.~ a 
i'ew .voor,J !'lore r.r.i [; ;1 const 0.nt tranr.:;:L' ,,u:;_Lons bu ·;; little cl Be can b e 

li l i s an an ,•:.:cl of a e;h:L1d , and ::_n1..f'f'ered th e ord ea l 
oi' exa!.TLrw:tion an :.:_ bloo d tr~urnfusion \Ii tbout a murmur. It v1ould !Jc 
ton cr...:tc.::l l;o the J"-:arents to 1 ot them ta'k:: e such a child, so we sh r:tll 
k2cp hi:a ~'- t the n:1 r;-J !_ ·.ry for a::-; lon,::-; as vie are liere , and t: :i.ke him 
to tbe hor:r,.i. tul re)-~ ) 1 :n·ly for.· tr e 9. tnwo.t • We ure FJ_occie.n !' th8..nk :l \tl 
for t he n c\1ly acc;u.L, <~d car, :l.n such c.:trcw11si; a nc:ss . 

I £1LJ.~,t end hure, bcr!ause tbe babies ar c v1ai tj_ng to be fed ••••.••• 



·-

be ,3n pi ti.ful. It was in an effort to save 
:rr1o·ce ::,:::· these siny c rea..tures t hat we operl8d the first nur s t~ .r-y. 
S inc (: ·:r.at is J..oni; sj_.i.J C:0 filled to cagaeity, and the nee d nore 
cleG _i n:i:· :::'.;e than ever, wr.:.: have been plan.o.j_ng for some tirne t o 09c:.n 

sti tut i --:> /;.S of the babies sv.ccu.mb to t_he least malady or cha ng e 
of at.c-:-:: 2_ph.e.!'e. Lately- so :.o.e of th e orphanages have been n:,_vagt2d 
by e1)L :::.-:;:;:;1j_c:-J of rnenangitis and encephalitis •• one orphanag e lost, 
a thir :~ of' its _f) o_pul::..ttion in a WGP~:. "Before that there vrar3 nic-.:u,s1 :;2, -------=•~~ -:r•T ~:.--_;_i s ccrunir,y, and always thGre is the co.rruaon broncl10-
_pneuno~·d .e,, dshyLlration, typhoid, .Polio and a host o :f oth er r-1aladie s 

o gical .faci.l j_t;ies ava:Ll able. A devoted .Ei'renc h pedi a tria.:i.an o:ffer-
er eci t ~.: do an ,::.u to_pf3Y v1lie.t1 one of the b ::i,b j E;;f, died aft er a. lcuc-· 
dr e w.rt-( J.t ef:fo:c t; to save her. t)pec imens h a(l to be sent to 1:'r anc e 
and t t; 2 resul t s r l:vealed that :Sich Van had an unusual form of parc\s-
itical ;meunio rj_aj against which tbs.re is no specific a.ntilliotic. 
A pn_s;v: '"'.1onia r a re in "E)uro _;) e, but probably only too co.auaon he.re in 

b'vcn i::-·, t he n;J_rs ery, we realise there will be children who wi1J 
not res~JOnd to our greatest efforts, but we holJe to create an 
a:nbian8e where-in the babies will be better eq_uippcd to res:Lf3t 

the n ~::.~::. eless p lagues lurkine in every breath of v,ind. 'l.1he l.i ttlc! 
mites t'~1at co;ae f'rom the Maternity ho r.,pi tal, may have c;pent the .f :r~:-: 
three ~onths of their lives in tho incubator before they reach t he 
v,cigllt o:f 2. Kr.,.rn ( /It• 4 lb)' which is con s idered suf'ficient for t h eir' 
debut i n to the v1orld and inde_pendent living . Other babies, v.,:c~ i gh-
ing perh 2.ps lesr, chan J lh at birth, may not even hiwe these few 
wee:-rs o ::· rcs_;:J i te in the j :1eubator before having to pit their ,1easre 
stren:.:; -::;h agaj_nst a world. of inl'ection. Their chanc E::s of oo.rvi val 
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a.re slim. 

On July ?3rd, after weeks of aggravati.ng delay, we were fino.lJy 
able to Gign the lease and mov;e into the new nursery~ Jc couJ c": r: cr; 

throuch the e,rease and g:cimc, to the splendid potential of such a 
hou.se: 

Si ·Luated in a quiet residential area at the end of a private 13..ne 
the entrance of which is guarded day and night b,y chincse 

guards ... de stiJl do not know exactly who amongst the residents 
o:f t1'1'8 12,nc is important enough to merit the guards, but vi'e arc 
l1appy to uhare the bencft ts, 

The main ouilding i.s three s·~o-ries, and the third floor, once 
a large 1:J.iry conference room, has become the nursery with a . pharm-
acy attached. A staircase:: leads to the roof-top, where the babies 
s1J.n th ems cl ves every morning before the heat becon.es too fi ere e. 

On the floor:· we have three rooms serving as our' bedroo.c1s 
and icolation rooms for premature and new-born babies, and ::...;ick 
babies. Iown below· is a large living or reception room, and servery. 

Ilc)11..11d the main bui.lding is an:)ther block with 5 rooms upsto.irs, 
now occupied by the resident vi etna.mese staff. Downstairs is the.; 
kitchen, laundry, gaf.aees, and a bed.room for older chilclren. ~7 he 
house is surrounded by a small garden .• A TJ.eas-ure here:! 

A s I write ·Lllif:J r:e have 45 children :Ln the house , and 37 oJr.i tc1e::,::: 

have 1c:cn absorbing all our time this last month .. hiring st ,,•.S:f, 
:food-marketing, acquisition of more furni. ture, exploration of 
possible so1J.rces of babyfoocl, milk and other necessiticLl. 

Until a few days ago we had been going to market ever,y couple of 
days and hauJ_j_ng vec;etables back on tne motorcycle ( then our only 
mGans of · transport) One morning I ta:xi ed to Saigon mark et, inst oacl 
of the local market, armed with bigger bags, and more r1oncy, hop-

int; i'or bett8r ba.!'g:::tir~s. I reached f'or my purse to _pay for a _pu.rnp --
kin, o..nd. was stunned to fj_nd the n;ylon bag had been s1ashed open 
and the _purse cone. The loss _paralysed me for the rest of th c 
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rnorn.ir, ,r~ ••. bu'L the v1orld had not c:ome to an emu, and thG babies 
r:it :Lll b,c1.u to bu fed . '.f'he loss hac] bGcn substantial , and I was OEly 
g:catc:i'u 1 that I haJ. already purchar]ed the L1osqui to netting before 
g:oi.ng to the foocl L1arkct. After that I kept to the local markets . 

Now 1.".'C h ~wc acc1uircd a car, a bright blue Renault, sent to us by 
'-L~}1FL:: U1;;3 IIOI.-JJVL1i:S, 1''rance, and released to us from the _port after 
one nord,h of :frustrating conflict with local bureaucracy and inter--
rnj_nis ~erinJ lack of cooperation. The credit for the release of the 
('! C.X' bcdono-~ entirols to Yv c.d;t3. She waD desgerate from months of 
:;ta-::v i11_ -_-11 from c,r nh'.ina,ge to ho f~j)i tal ,:: vri tb si.c-1;' bobi es. • frcn1 
standin __ Jn the :filthy noon-d ·J,y h,;at waiting for 11 cyclos 1\, with 
a c:;y j_11;~ baby on one arm_ and a bottle of inl.'l::avenous fluid :c;L1_p_po rt-
od by th~, rJthcr.,. :from c;, ;1.rrying babj_ef3 on th ~: back o f my :notor-
cyclc. • • from en,i _L el:.,,,, arg",Jment s with unscru_uulous cab-drivers over 
f11.r·es. Then with her outf,,JJoken, no-nonsense ariproach, r=Jl1e had to 
fJ ,lCCecl1. I-3ut at what cost! As she vm.::; f3hufflcd from iVIinistry to 
Iviin:i. P'tr,y, her lc.,~,t ve::stig--,s of belief in the i .ntegri ty ofl · Govern-
nents, di G[:;'Jlved. Each Mini st;ry concerned, Foreign, Intc~rior,i 
Health, Social Af:fa:irs, J?inance, and Iu.blic \7orks, seemf:::·:l bent on 
a policy of mutu .. al rni,;interpretution and asirLi.ne conclur:,j_ons, and 
in mor:.,t cas8s the, 1Jirector v:ould be absent , either "in conferonce"s 
at Dal at, or in Jr1_.pan. ( Tho sc are the tbreo standard excuses ±~or 
2,bsence o,inongcrt h:Lgher stn1:t,a porsonel. On a lower 1evol 11£atiguo 11 

iu tho conl!1on excu.se). OnlJ today did sh8 co 1,1_:_) lcte thr; fon1w.litic.:i 
of rc,r:·i.r-;torj_ng tho car, and that not w:Lthout bitter con:flict. Tbo 
Ji.1.Lnistr,y of H_1_blic Works re-Cused yestcr·day to r,-:L;istcr it, :1nder 
the sorj os desired, becatJ.:J r~ they r;us_pected the car was for her 
l'perr;;ona1 11uf3e • Tt is beyo.nd my imagi nation to conjure up any ll_per-
sonal II vJio onc: mtr_;ht havo Lor a cur in this country at the _r,r 2 sent 
rnomcmt. 11 Hrj_ vine; for 1:1leasu.re II is a Judicrous cone ept •. 

With tho .1-n'cGent_ population of the nursery at 4.5, plus 5, li v:e-in 
staff, 3 11 c.L1,ilies 11 , Yvette and myself, , v,c have ~ilrnost reached tem~oor-
ary sai:uraLton. I!iy room~ whLc h I had never really a11pro priatecl, 
but considered my<1elf · as a 11 camper 11 there-in, has been graduo,lly 
turned into an ir-.mla-~ion unit for the premature and new-borns. 



I have G vrl th mE: n,t tt1e mcrn.eni,, a.nd E.l~~hough I am. out 1.~o r:t o:£' the 
cJ.a y, I cofl.sider the babies m,Y rcs1)onsiLi lity from the: t::vcninL Jk!':L 

u11 til after bathu next morning. Yvotte lavi f.::tJ e:;:~ her ::.:1Jccio,l t·l.l r;nt: 
on tho D5cJ:: b9.b:iC!G L~olatcd in the 1-,-jom ne:.:-ct cloor. 2 o o-u.:c nigrJ.°G;,; 
s c:::orn to b'_) rJrok en j nto h:..1.lf-hour do :•~co. If our babi eu nn tl1 e 
?•HJ floor ha)pcn to be sleeping o.11 to.r~cther, the:re i. r:; .';, rc,we.:;t 
nocturnal music driftin& dorm from tl1G 30 babiN; on the floor 
above, v1hcr·e vi etm.::11ese staff are 011 duty.. 1Th:i_ fl regime seems to 
be prodve;inc; a certaj_n :fuz:Ginoss both physiC 'J,l o,nd mental. Tod[;y 
we arc jv.r.;t v;ornler:Lng if we Ghall ever have the chance to t.:leep 
for even :flvo co,tt;_n•:i.ous hours •.• cve.r1 V1ree h-:, .n•s secmr . .rGmo ·t~ ;"'. 

Stj_ll vie feel it is 'North any amount of vigil2x1ce to c ,;,.tch the fir::n. 

sign of lo f3S of appetite, or c1chyaratLon~ '.}he eq_uilibrhtm. one e 
upset, is almost imj_>C.:r--miule to regain .i..n HL1.cl1 :fragile co 1u:rt.itut j_on:..::. 
CChc) cu.re :for one r;1c1larly is likely to pl\..1.nge the f3Ystem into a nc-r,r 
crisis. 

Initially I did not intend to become f:;o involvod in the di.::.ily 

T':~w,".';e:;ment o:t' the house, as I was thinlcing in terms of the first 
nursery. But the project seems to have vast ra;mificationr:i and 
req_uii:·es the con$tant attention of both Yvette an.d myself. S he 
is responsible for the daily routine and the care of the 
vvhile I 1,m es~)GCially concerned with sou.re es of supplies and inco rn.e) . 
A 11 decision ua~inJ is shared. 

ThEi house at its present ca1.1ac ity, is co~,tj_np; us about J'.;oo doJ.J.r,·:·::: 

rice, nursery and kitchen eq_uipment. Iror m.iJJ::, baby cereal, toil--
et articles, clo ther3, linen and di spo s3.ble clic.1_pers, we have been 
completely dcgendcnt on donations and we hope to be able to contin-
ue without having to add these extra costs to our budget. 

li'inancially we are cJ.01.-;en.clent on no one organj_sat :i.on. This helps 
U8 to r~ti.iin our inde1Jendence and to keep tne nursery on a coJ:l__llcteJ · 

international basi~1. It also enables us to live si.:YtPly ancl to el-
ininate mo st 11operationa). 11 co st s. 

Help has com.c to us from nany quartcrf:J. :B1rance, who are 11 :-;;_porn.mriD[;n 

uB in our official docunent~;, have sent us the car, and a rce,ular 
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s1.1pply of an cx(>;l.J ,:)nt baby formula. G.;rmany l1ave been :.-,ending u s 
fJh :Lpmcn ki of vn.lu. u,hJe medj_c:.-i. L.i.on and infftru.rncmts . GrolJJ)G in 
At1-strali ;J ... md Hew t'.,e;aland hcJ,VC been keeping tu, supplied Yti th 
baby-f'c>0d. f cereal 5 linen, and toiletrie s. Occ rt::::ional or r et;t-tlar 
money contri but:Lons have been comi ng i'.rom Austro.lia ancl J\meric a . 
Here i n th(~ country ,·: e hav e• friendfJ both military and civili an, 
who will :3J1op for -v_·s at the I'. X., or 11 appropriate" for our use 
11 [:mrplus corn.moditics 11 , cl eani n g eq_uipmerit, paint, rcfri t::;c.-cators~ 
n,;_'l".-:i•---] 0 1;+en ( ·_fo~.· c•'nrarl::, 'I , .. 1·1d' <::, -~,,m,J. r ·r 11 r '')ly Cf' fre"b '11 r .j .J::'u.-~ '-~ ,. u ,_, _ ~, c .. d:)J, cc u. .1 v 0 cA _o.,_ ;;'-'·,/.!:' , )__ ,.J l Vn _., __ Q--

miJJc for the older children. The Australian Signals corp s . deliver 
packagos regularly from the Al<ED; barter an cccasiona l f.1ack of 
captu:cod rice fox- us, from the Thai forces, in exchange for a cac;e.: 
rd' 1J eer ; and in our electrical problems , they at least 1Jrovide 
us with 2;, r;y,Ytpathctie: ears and an occasi.onal uj_agnosi::i/ Then we 
have one ,smcrican Ser:; eant Lla jor~. inclispensablc to any nursery •• 
v1ho comes D.lmost every night to empty the garbage, unclogg drainD, 
paint, saw, harrmi.e:c , hau.l, wire, and find a . solution or the appror.)--
rie.te e(,Jui;:rment for every need. "Miles will fix i t 11 is a :cefr:-1.in 
vii th. v11] ic l1 v,;e mu~t1.i~:tlJ~Y encol1r1 2.ge eacl1 other. 1 j_11 tl1e dc:1i l~y 

Dr. McK., Y1ho spends himself in the service of th:e Saigon orphruu, , 
provi des u s wtth ddi:.1.Y medtcal supervision. He has a talent f o r 
"appropri n:Li.ng" r:.,n.y ornergcmc,Y medical rru..PlJlies we may need , as 
'11811 as rnJ:cscr.v and foccl s:.:i_p_plj_e s. '.l'h ,::,nks to h i rn , our o1c1cr chiJdrer~ 
have __ present a choice of three luxur i ous desserts to S'Ull.Pl0ment 
their unvru7ing rice.~ butterscotch J:)udd:Lne-, .Plu.m-puddinc, and 
date-roll. At any nour of the day or ni gh t he v1ill be around on 
his motor-bike to check on a very sick baby •• no effort wearies hirn 
ii' it will save anoth er li:f e. 

In be twee_n the line s , I have been to the provinces and collected 
7 more orphans, -sev eral of them in ne ed of special treat:.qient. Thanh, 
a chubby one year old, with both feet clubbed •. J?iona, a very di s tu rt~ 
2 year ol d who refused to eat and would only taJ.i::e the bottle (nov1 
she eats solid food f rom the spoon lik e all tho other children at 
the nursery) . Saddest of all is little Sanh,. 5 years old, and dest-
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but noH h2 vtill n::;v,:r lcav::; \TietnLl.!n. Je have 1.liucovercd ho hac :\. 
blood dirJcra..:-:--;ef '.l'h ,.J .=~~, se:aia, that is o.J.v:ays t·atoJ .• He ma: live a 
few year,J more vrj_ th constant trans:L'iuri.ons but; li ttlc cl[rn can be 
done for him . He is an angel of a child, and ;:;u_f'f'ered the or-d c::il 
of' examino.tion anc:. blood trwu,fusion vii thout a murmur. It v:ould be 
too crJ..el to the })arents to let them tal~ e such a child~ so we sha1l 
kee.P hi:n c,,t the ro.r:-::;u.ry for ar., long as we are here, and take him 
to the ho s_p-1. tal 1.'(~ ,-;,J larly for tre8.tnwnt . We are specieJ.Ly thank:ful 
for the newly acc;,v.i red car, in sucb eircwr1stances. 

I mo.st end here, bee: ause the babies arc v:ai tj_ng to be fed ••••.••• 



THE WARM NEST 
Rosemary Taylor, an attractive, 

dark-eyed y~uni schoolteacher, 
wanted a job where she could help 
people. She taught at a high school 
m her home town of Adelaide, Aus-
tralia, then at a remote Eskimo mis-
sion in Alaska, later at a Canadian 
junior college. 

But she felt she could be doing 
more. Three years ago, while visit-
ing her parents in Australia, she be-
gan wondering if there was some 
way she might help the war-
ravaged people of South Vietnam. 
She decided she would go to Saigon 
to see. 

When she arrived, Rosemary 
went first to visit the hospitals and 
orphanages, inquiring about the 
children. She was deeply moved by 

what she discovered. "The children 
are brought in a constant flood into 
hospitals and orphanages by people 
who find them abandoned in streets, 
or by their own mothers, who beg 
to have their babies placed in a 
home where they can survive," 
Rosemary told friends. "Hospital 
registers are filled with names of 
children and a one-word entry next 
to them-'died.'In some orphanages, 
four out of every five children die.'' 

She immediately went to work at 
Phu My, a large hospital near Sai-
gon, overflowing with sick and 
maimed adults and children. She felt 
the children drawing her to them 
and she set about tending the sick 
ones, lavishing attention on the 
smaller ones and teaching the older 
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ones. Before her arrival, many of 
the children would lie listless and 
pathetic on their cots all day. When 
she tried to lift some of the two-
year-olds to their feet, she discov-
ered they couldn't stand because 
their muscles had been used so little. 

At Phu My Rosemary met Rosa 
Tintore, a nurse from Barcelona, 
Spain, who shared Rosemary's con-
cern for the children and who, like 
Rosemary, was disturbed about 
how little was being done for them. 
"We were trying to keep children 
alive with a bowl of rice a day," 
Rosemary explained. "It was all we 
had. But it wasn't enough. They 
needed so much more." 

Then Rosa managed to get rent-
free two rooms in a house outside 
Saigon, and the two young women 
started their own orphanage. "We 
moved in," Rosemary said, "with as 
many children as we could get." 
Rosemary and Rosa called their or-
phanage Toh Am, the Warm Nest. 

They began scrounging what they 
needed-as they still do-from 

Prayer Fellowship .. . If you need 
help, or if you know of another per-
son who does , write us (Guideposts, 
Carmel, N. Y.). We will include you 
as we gather each Monday at 9 :45 
a.m. in Carmel and New York City 
to pray for our work, friends . fami-
lies, our nation and our world. 
Inspiration by Telephone .. . Any-
one who feels discouraged, frus-
trated or defeated or just needs a 
helpful thought for the day can lis-
ten to Norman Vincent Peale's re-
corded voice with a 90-second 
"spirit lifter." Dial Guideposts f01' 
Inspiration anytime, day or night: 
212-889-7155. (A reminder: re-
duced long-distance rates, 7 p.m. 
until 7 a.m. weekdays and all day 
Saturday and Sunday.) 

anyone who had it. The $100 a 
month Rosemary was able to get 
from the Australian Council of 
Churches is spent mostly for medi-
cine and milk. Other contributors 
help them. "The inflation in Saigon 
is merciless," Rosemary said. "A 
can of baby formula costs a dollar 
and forty cents. But even so, one 
dollar can keep an infant alive for 
several days." , 

Rosemary spends each .day with 
the children. And besides runnini.._ 
the Warm Nest, she makes regula•" 
visits to 15 other orphanages, teach-
ing and reading to the children, 
playing with them, giving them 
love and attention. 

In the evenings she besieges the 
various embassies, trying to unsnarl 
red tape so the children can be 
adopted. So far Rosemary has 
found new parents for 240 children, 
sending them to homes all over the 
world. 

By nature Rosemary is reserved 
and doesn't talk much about herself. 
She takes the words of Prover.bs 
z 1: 2 1 to express the faith that guides 
her: He that followeth after mercy 
fi-ndeth life. 

When asked, she explains her 
motives by telling the story of a " 
family in Colorado who adopted a 
two-year-old boy from the Warm 
Nest. A few weeks after the young-
ster arrived in Colorado, Rosemary 
received from his new mother a pic-
ture of her own three children with 
their new brother, and a letter 
which read: "I hope someday you 
can get us two more like him. We 
don't ever want to have any luxury 
while children starve anywhere." 

That's how Rosemary feels, too. 
SIDNEY FIELDS 

Guideposts, February, 1970 
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Ro ""mar·· Taylor told the sto r;y :1~rc: a , 1~ 1) ',,. ,,,·• _ 3 

M . - •· h. d . w ·' . .i. :'\1.c~ 'e " ' l few months a~o --- about the c 11 ren 111 for .,:,ti l} in .. ,tr,r:, t, ·•_11.i l war .. _ '. 0 ' .1 •1·>· 
' ·· db , . l th up for ·, ney . l\l:; 11 r~L 1cact1,,,1 on he., r• 

;:: South\ Jf: , ,rnm mothere Y _s011ow anc e ing about the mone y from your reaJer ~ was : 
street,, abandoned or orphaned. WHOOPEE! Now I can give ~~sa some m? ney t o 

· h l h . · Ad l 'd buy lots of-that formula the bauies n~ed, this \ittlc en A for ···er h12."h-sc oo teac er m e al e, one especially. Ro~a hates to use bits and pieces 
::> .-\ ustralia. Rosemary, 29 and lovely, went to South and vary the milk from day to day as she o~te_n g \'ietnam 30 months ago and worked in a hospital has to, according to :¥hat we have on hand. This 1s 
_,... •,. . S · f 11 f · k and harmful for the babiPs. Rut now we can splurge . 
....., alled P,, 1 ~I), near_ aigon, u O sic In the exhilaration of the rn0111~nt, I am ready to 

maimed aciollt;; and children. There she met Rosa tadcle new worlds . 
. intore, a tirele~s nurse from Spain, and togeth er "Since we last met in New York, I took anothc·r 

they try a :i rl sometimes succeed in rescuing· the group of chil ,lren to their new parents in Europ e 
hildren from their mass of misery. On a motor- i and was visited -by some of .the families who re -
ike, R osemary also makes the rounds of 15 other CPived babies last year. Her.a i , a photo taken with 

crowded ar.d unrlerstaffed orphanages and when she one of the little g·irls, Kar ine Pire, who now live.0 

eaves, tile kids, all hungry for love, cling to her. in Luxembourg. She is personality-plus and intelli-t/2' gent. In the process of mutual love and acceptance , :S: "And I try not to weep," she confessed. both Karine al}d the parents have blossomed. (Wt· 
rxl She began a little orphanage of her own she don't h'lve a word e,Jual to th e French, epanouir. ) z calls Toh Am the Warm Nest, and spends her 18- Last week, I sent over their second little daughter 

hour day helping- Rosa Tintore tend the childr~n, Ju st considering the love gen erated in this littk 
unsnarling red tapp at embassies to get the habws family is en ough to make any efiort worthwhile .. . 
--------,-----:=-=,--.,.----::::-:-- A Ir Conditioner Needed 'J ~jt;;'-<:fi:tr:;fJi · ' ' ' 
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' bi,~ . )h" , · t):-,§r r. ~:..,~ ...:,.."Y":, l r1·:~~~~'- {~ , .:zi: J::.:·~ ';~) } 
_Rosemary Taylo:· and Karine: Thank you 

"Col. Fra nks has delivered all the letterg ancl. 1 
letter of thanks has been sent to all tho3e whos 
addresst>s were given. I tried to explain my work a11 
feelings: many of the babies do not survive thei1 
first few months in an orphanage cot. So, we arc 
m:1king a special effort to save them and to pro• 
v!de them witl1 the love and care necessary fo1 
their development. When they are a few month~ 
old, Wt! il rra11ge to have them adopted into families. 

"\Vith the generosity shown us, we are re -
establishing Toh Am on a more permanent basi~ 
We need one room air conditioned for the prema 
ture babies and another for the sick. We shall nee, 
a piped-in water supply, better electricity, incu 
bators and other essential things •.. 

"Rosa has come hack from a trip to Europe 
where she has aroused a great response. in Spai1 
and Belgium particularly. She has the whole 
hr:irted I.Jacking of the medical world to be liaiso • 
with the school of tropical medicine here. It wi i 
be invaluable for the childrell, too. 

Rosa the Expert 
"Rosa is an expert in this sphere as well as i 

; pediatrics. She has put several specialists to sham 
· adopted and writin~ parents waiting to adop~ them. by her_ ability t_o pinpoint a disease and prescrib 
So far, Rosemary has founri new parents for al 1110,t accordmgly, while they waffle about without com 
250 children all over the world. Twelve are her mi t tmg themselves and then prescrib~ the who! 
godchildren . gamut of drugs together-s:.ilfa, cortisone, tet rn 

Hundreds of DAILY Ni,;ws readers opened their cycline, plus vitamins, in larg~ riose,, hoping tha 
hearts to Rosemary's babies. To make sure she one nf them ought to hit the nnrk. . . . · 
received all their letters and contributions thev '·Th., children at Phu )!y are a!.,0 bene (itin 
were sent to an Ai,· Force friend in Saigon, Lt. Coi. from the kindness of your re:\der, . Before, Ro , 
Charles Fra~k.;. He delivered them to Rosemary had to feed the children onlr th e ri,·e sen t ov·· 
and felt constraineri to write: · from the hospital kitchen o, wha•e ·:t.' r (Lrnat ,· 

· cans of food she could find. Xr••.,·. I a n, a hle to gi " 
New Orphanage -her some money each week t ,, b:iy e.,:- ~·,, or:wg . 

"Rosemary needs all the help she can get to :and special milk formula, 1il lux 1.< ri es w\\!• 
start her new orphanage over here. She has rented orphans here rarely see. Ap; ·1:?in; isn ' t it , h,J· 
a villa for this purpose and is remodelino- it since many things we take for gra n: , .-{_ 
it is a shell of a res idence ... She is very devoted "I shall name our latest n L·'· ;iorn b.11-,y, S itln•' : 
and dedicated in her work and spends very little on . You can be his godfather. He's >s t one we~ I; o· 
herself, only the bare necessities. Her only luxury i I ':I let you know to which country 1 semi him. A . 
may l>e her motorbike. but without it she could not I there e_nough thanks for the generous people wh 
really do half the thing, she does. So to Rose- gave him and the others a second life? 
mary's deep expre~si on of thanks, please' add those "GrdLefully, Rosemary." 
of my own." - -

These excerpts from Rosemary's letters speak 
for themselves: 

"I am grateful beyond words for the remarkable 
response you wrote me about and am waiting word 
from Col. Franks. _ . ·. 

rmcnitt
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· . , . - .-:. J l th-~ ,._ . h . 1 • "At the m~ment I have a 2-months-old baby 
Rosemary Taylor to Cl e St,OlY eie a lwbo sr\1, weighs only six pounds. She is destined 

months azo - ' about the children in , for a family in Colorado and I wan( to build he_1· 
·· • · b , · . . d th : up for 1.he journey. ]Uy first reaction on heal-

\ 1€:,irnrn mothered ) _son ow an e ing about the money from your readers - was: 
abandoned or orphaned. WHOOPEE! 1\ow I can give R~sa some 1;1?ne~ to 

· h · Ad l 'd buv lots of that formula the babies need, tnis little 
A fo1Ter hHrh-school_ teac er m e al e, one especially. RoRa hates to use bits and pieces 

Rosemary, 2!) and lovely, went to Sout_h and vary the milk from day to day as she o~te_n 
30 mo•iths ao·o and worked in a hospital has to, according to what we have on hand. This 1s 

. · · "' • • · k nd harmful for the babies. But now we can splurge. 
P,n 1Iy, near Saigon, full OI sic a In the exhilaration of the mom~nt, I am ready to 

ad '. tlts and children. There she met Rosa tackle n<:>w worlds. . 
a tireless nurse from Spain, and together "Since we last met in New.York, I took another 

trr anrl sometimes succeed in -rescuing the group of children to their new parents in Europ_e \ 
from their mass of misery. On a motor- !1 and was · visit-ed by some of the far~ilies who~- : ! 

Rcscmary- alsG makes the rounds of 15 othe1: I cPived babies last year. Here is a photo taken with I l 
1a~,,w,·lorl and unrlerstaffed orphanages and when she one of the little girls, Karine Pire, who now lives : ': , , L b S' . '·• . I d , ll' I l tl.e kids all hunoTy for love, cling to her. rn uxem ourg. ne 1s persona,1.y-p us an mte 1- . ! 

" ' " ,, . _. d gent. In the process of mutual love and acceptance, ' 
And I try not to weep, she confe»e · , both Karine al)d the parents have blossomed. (We 

She began a little orphanage of her own sne · don't h~~-e a word equal to th~ French, epanou ir.) 
Am, ,he Warm Nest, and spends h~r 18- Last week, I sent over their second little daughter. 
helping Rosa Tintore tend the ch1ldr~n, Just considering the love generated in this little 

r~d tap_e af embassies to get the babies . family is enough to make.any effort worthwhile ... 
Afr Conclifioner Needed 

"Col. Franks has delive~-ed all the letters and a 
· Jetter of thanks has been sent to all those whose 
addresses were given. I tried to explain my work and -
feeling-s: man)' of the babies do not survive their 
first few months in an orphanage cot. So, we are 
making a zpecial effort to save them ,ind to pro-
vide them with the Jove ancf care necessary for 
their development. When they are a few months 
old, we urrange to have them adopted into families. 

"With the gener:osity shown us, we are re-
esta b!ishing Toh Am on a more permanent basis. -
We need one room air conditioned for the prema-
ture babies and another for the sick. We shall need 
a piped-in water supply, · better electricity, incu- ': 
bators and other essential things • . . I 

"Rosa has come hack from a trip to Europe, · 
I where she has aroused a great response, in Spain 
and Belgium particularly. She has the whole-
hr:.rteJ 1.,acking- of the medical world to be liaison 
with the school of tropical medicine here. It will 
be invaluable for the children, too. :t 
Rosa the Expert t 

, "Rosa is an expert in this sphere as well as in t 
_Rosemary Taylo;·_and Karine: Thank you :pediatrics. She has put several specialists to shame 

· l\nopted and writing parents waiting to adopt them. tby her. ,ibility t_o pinpoint a diseas.e an_d prescribe '' 
So far, Rosemary has fnunri new parents for almo~t _accordmgly, while they waffle about without com- : 
250 children all over the world. Twelve are her mitting themselves and then prescribe the whole · 
godchildr~n. gamut of drugs together-sulfa, cortisone, tetra- : · 

Hundrerts of DAILY N1::ws readers opened their cycline, plus vitamins, in largce doses, hoping that 
hearts to Rosemary's babies. To make sure she one of them ought to hit the mark. . . . -
received all their letters and contributions thev "Th"' children at Phu :.fy are also benefitinn-
were sent ·to an Air Force friend in Saigon, L't. Coi. from the kindness of your re:iders. Before, Ros; 
Charles Frar.ks. He delivered them to_ Rosernary had to feed th~ chil1ren onlr the rice sent over 

- and f~lt constrained to write: · from the hospital kitchen or whatever donated 
· cans of food she could find. c,1v, I am ahle to give 

Nf:W Orphanage ,her some money each week t r, bur e -, 0 ·s orancres 
"Rosemary needs all the help she can get ·to and special milk formula, all Jux~;~-i~., whi-:h 

start her new orphanage over here. She has rented orphans here rarely see. Ap, ,alling isn't it, how 
a villa for this purpo,e and is remodelincr it since many things we take for gram? r!. 
it is a shell of a residence ... She is very devoted "I shall name our latest ni.shorn baby, Sidney. 
and dedicated in her work and spends very little on .You can be his godfather. He's j·,st one ·wc'!k old. ' 
herself, only the .bare necessities. lier only luxur_y ( I'll let you know to which country 1 semi him. Are 

. may her motorbike, but without it she could not fl there enough lhanks for t'ne generous people who 
, really do half the thing~ she ·doe5. So to Rose- gave him and the others a second life? 

mary's deep expression of thanks, please' add those '.'Gr.tte(ully, Rosemary." . - .! 
of my own." · · - · · · -

These _ excerpts from Rosemary's letters speak 
for themselves: 

"I am grateful beyond words for the remarkable 
response yo(1 wrote me about and am waiting word -
from Col. Franks. · . .. -. __ :_ .. , . _ 
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From the place just ·outside Saigon she 
call;3 Toh Am-the Warm Nest-Rosemary 
Taylor sent a 2-year-old boy to a :family in 
Colorado. A few weeks later, the mother 
sent Rosemary a picture of her own three 
children with her newly adopted son and wrote: 

"I hope some day you can get us two more 
llke him. \Ye don't ever want to wallow in luxury 
whil,? children statve. I write this today whe;; I 
don't have enough money for postage stamps. 

Rosemary had come here with five other Viet-
namese orphans whose adoptions she had tena-
ciously arranged and would leave as quickly and 

-cmietly as she had arrived, . 
• We talked of the incredible suffering she sees 
in Vietnamese and and how 

Rosemary Taylor-"I try not to weep." 
j • 

she tries :>.nd sometimes succ~ds in rescu_1!1g the 
··-::hildren from this mass of nusery. The kids arc 
her life now. . 

"Thev flood into the orphanages like waves 
that neZ,er end," said Rosemary, 29 and lovel,v. 

· "They're aba,1cloned on the slreet_s or b1:ought. m 
by their mothers . They be~ t?, fmd their babies 
a home where they can survive. 

When she first got to Vietnam from her home 
in ·Austrnlia 27 months ago and went to the or-
phanages, she would read the ;·egister~ and n_ext 

. to the nanws of the children shed see with horrify-
ing heartbreaking repetition: "died , died 
died." 

"In some orphanages, four out of every five 
die," she said. 

She lives at the Warm Nest wibh the children 
nntl runs it wilh another saint, Rosa Tintore, a 
tireless nurse from Barcelona, Spain. Rosa scroung-
es what she needs for the kids from anyone who 

· has it ;rnd makes regular raids into the $100 a 
month Rosemary gets from the Australian Council 
of Churches. rt•~ always needed for milk and m'2di-
cine or to pay the staff of six Vietnamese. 

i. 

"A can of baby formula is $1..10. But ~nly $1 
would keep one of the babies alive for a few days." 
(If you make out the checks to Rosema1y, I'll see 
that she gets them) . 

She's from Adelaide,·-Australia. Her mothel· is 
Lebanese; her father, Irish. One of her brothers is 
a physicist; another, a teacher; and the third, a 
priest. Her sister is a widow with two children. 

After graduation from the University of South-
ern Australia, Rosemary taught high school math 
and science. But she needed more meaning in her 
work and went off to England to become a psy-
chiatric research assistant in a hospital and from 
there to a remote mission in Dillingham, Alaska, 
to be cook and teacher to E skimo children. When 
she tried to renew her visa, she was told by a petty 
bureaucrat that she couldn't because she was de-
priving an American of a job. -

"I wasn't getting paid a penny," she said; "and 
I had paid my own passage to Alaska." 
Off fo Vietnam -

She was determined to get back and did after 
teaching for a time in 11 Canadian Junior College. 
At the second mission in Alaska, she often chop-
ped wood to build houses for her charges. 

BY then, she hadn't been home in five years, so 
she returned to Au~tralia to see her family and 
learned of the full-blown war in Vietnam. In Alas-
ka, she was shut off from the world. She went to 
Phu ;\fy, a hospital near Saigon run by the Sisters 
of St. Paul and filled with sick and maimed adults 
and children, all helpless and seemingly hopeless. 

Rosemary turned quickly to the children, tend-
ing the sick ones, playing with the infants, and 
teaching the older ones. It was better than having 
them lie, listless and apathetic, on their cots all 
day. . • . 

"We were trying-to keep them alive with a bowl 
of rice a day, all we had," Rosemary said. "It 
wasn't enough. So when Rosa Tintore managed to 
get iwo rooms in a house rent-free, we started the 
Warm Ne·st." · ... 

There are dozens of orphanages in Vietnam. 
Rosemary manages to get to 15. Often she's told 
to stay away from combat areas. She goes where 
she must. During the big Tet offensiYe last year, 
she was in a house with a flock of kids near the 
big airport at Danang-not too far from the ex-
ploding bombs. t 
Ws All Combat 

"That sounds melodramatic," she protested. "It 
wasn't. EYery place in Vietnam is a combat area. 
'iYe live with it." . 

Her days are spent with the kids and besieging 
embassies to unsnarl the r ed tape so they can be 
adopted. At night, she writes to the impatient par-
ents ,vho want to adopt them. So far, she's 1111,11-
ag-ecl to find parents f~r 240 of them, a'.~ _uver the 
world. Tweh-e of the kids are her godch1taren .. 

One French family was eagerly waiting for one 
of them, 2-year-old Cecilia. But Cecilia f\rst had_ to 
be unstarved. At five months, she weighed f:ve 
pounds. When the doctors discovered that the child 
had polio in h~r left leg an<.l arm, Rosemary wr?te 
the prospective parents about it and offered to f)nd 
them another child. Back came the cable: "Bnng 
Cecilia. We don't want any other baby." . 

"The French doctors say that with proper 
treatment Cecilia will be able to walk and play," 
Rosemary said. 

The hospitals and orphanages are always crowd-
ed, always understaffed and too many of the kids 
just lie there with little care. Whe!l RosPmary 
tries to lift some 2-year-olds on thell' feet they 
can't stand because their muscles are so .~nused .. 

"And ·an of them hunge1· for love, she s:11d. 
"When I have to leaye, they cling to me and I try 
not to weep." '·The inflation is murderous," Rosemary said. 
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The discover:>' of interferon in : 
a possible solution to viral infections 
cancers. But the breakthrough nev 
written on the chemical have 
added very little of practical 

th'e potenltial ~li;!is 
substance is un- la ,,:, 
de r , extensive , . J.. !.', 
study. t __ I:::. I· . 

I n t e rferon L-'- 1..;/,,;<i, ·., 
• }' 1,;/•1-:, ;•1i1: : ·Nfj appears_ lll the L--~ -,fw:;,!;:1. "ll, . 

. " 1 t Of ,,l,. 1 
• ··1. ,,,,,,,. 11 ' cncu a 1011 ..,,:r, · .,,. 11J; ,, ·· j . 

man and ani- ~· · ',,, 
mals with _viral 1./ , . 
infecti0 n s a t . 
the same time ~ ·:.,!] 
the victims be- ,, 
gin to improve. "' 
It is a protec- ..., • ...,... . 
tive substance created by the m-
fected cells to prevent the dis-
~ase from spreading to nearby 
cells. 

IN OTHER WORDS, it does 
not kill the invading viruses but 

Today's Health Hin t 
Emotional pressures cause 

muscular tension. 

It Ju 
virus-in 
in exp 
fluenza, 
herpes e 
r espiratr 
the a 
ports i1 ,, 
stranded 
pe:ired. 

But ,, 
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and leu: 
orig·in. 
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DJ. 
1\Irs. 'I 

from my 
obstetric 
thoug-ht 
mv fifth 
asked 1111 
'\'.'as he 1 
t\\'ins be 

rt Is a 1 
hut the, E 

prevents the critters from Do twi•~• 
snreading elsewhere. ·we know SLO 
n~w that organisms other than , ~Irs. 
viruses also stimulate inter- ,, neighbor 
feron production. removed 

It is obvio_us that we need ~n !~.:.. s~d 
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Saigon May 15, )-972 

Dea.r Friends ( and LeeSanne & Judy in repl.y to your recent letter: 

Many thanks f~ warning us of the attitude of the 
Ea.stern States. Yes, we alreaiy know of it here in S~gon, becai.1se 
ul tiaately a:ny probler...1 gets ~peci back on our doorstep. T'ne messa.g, 
froa the highest U.S. ;authorities trickles down until it reaches 
the vice:-conSUl. , \~no im.rl.edia.tely _.ilotifies us and asks us what we 
suggest doing;· .... .... 

The present consu.1 is working with us in a 
big effort to obtain pass~X>rts before t~rrrination of procedure. 
Th.is is a possibility which we are vvorI-:in.g on.. We a.re preparing a 
batch of uossiers for the Min. of Interior, an,d they will be filed 
next we:ek •••• 27 of them according to my idea of priori °t'J ••• taking 
many things into account ( eg. we dicln't include on the list the 
adoptions that v1ov.lu. soon. be terainatea_f'7o11 could we include those 
where we do not yet have a birt..~ certificate :for the child, or the 
dossier of the pa.rents). lie had to aali:e a choice for this Pilot 
group .... too ma.riy nW!l.es on the list 'WOuld have looked mike a mass 
evacuation, which would have been very iiiatastefuJ. to the V.H ••• 
we settled for 27 at first. Incluoled are the WZSTLAKE boys, and . 
Weston JOHNOON ••• Iut is is too early to ra~e anybody's hopes. 
What I want to stress is that we are doing 11.ll we can to get 
Papers for the kids. It '-HOu.ld be a d.isaste.:- for ~ur work i~ the kid 
left with. no docu:n.ent at all. Moreover, the Eastern State adoptions 
strike ae as being in a. state of Wild disorder. T"nere a.re too nany 
people _ with a finger in the pie •.. :md I have had letters froo. 
several different people thinking they are adopting the sa~e child. 
I would hate thin..1<: of wha.t would hs:ti:>pen were these kids 1:n 
arrive in the U. s. without do cum.en ts of any kind. Families would 
be screa'I]j_ng for possession. 

received. · Your donation of 500 dollars is gratefully 
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Incidentally, we a.re receiving a steady stre~ of : children fro~ 

the northern or.Pha.nages, and are having to acco.::noda.te tliera in Saigon. 
!!hey a.re for different countries, and not ;ust for the Eastern States . 
We a.re concerned equally abo1.1 t them. all. _ . J 

Next Friiay, Michelle (our Danang "contact ") says she will 
be bringing down 1.5 .chiliren on a.ir-a..'Il.erica ( who al.ways trans.PO rt 

. f}:.((: .,., ~--...... : :,._ 

us and the children,-,froa Dan.-ng, with no problem). We shall h :-':.ve 
to fiAd accomodation for this 15. I expect that i'hc?.J:1.h Tam. llestlake 
will be ~ongst the:i., as well as L_i\MB child. 

There is certainly no need for too much ar~a at present~- No 
need. to speak of military evacuation. We c;::\..11. bring the children to 
Saigon ar,,y time we have accomodation. for them, by ordinary ae~s .• 
uSing A.IR AM.ERICA. Until now, I have considere'1 it best to leave the 
children at Dana.rig for as long as possible, as they had better hospi ta.~ 
facili 1Jes available to the~ there, and the a-tao sphere seems to be much 
healthier. Here in Saigon we've had epidemics o:f m.eaS]_~s, and a fever 
which I strongly suspect as typhoid •• but recent tests have Proved 
.negative ••• which ineans to me that the lab. is not much good. Tb.is 
pers:i,stent fever Which has aff'ected most of the kids in the .nursery 
cannot be explained in ter.ra.s of' much eise .... if not typhoid, it is 
some related illness I think. We've caught our staff using ~-boiled 
water -for the babies. 

As for the measles, we vaccinate the kids against it •• but we've 
I 

had lo ts of' newcomers, u.nvaccinated in tile house. Some of th,e children 
who had two of the series of th.eee shots, also SUCCl..l.I!lbed.. This malady 
iw: a killei, amongst the babies. Ilse has been working day and. night 
without a brea.k. She is just all skin and nerves now. She will be 
taking a convoi to Europe and U.S. on Tu.esday(she'll post this letter 
for me). Now we have Linda, our American nurse, back from the last 

convoy, she will take over the nurselzy'. 
Any parcels you send for Sr. Sylvie in particular, please 

mark clearly, insiue tile package, in BI.G LZTTERS, that it is for 
Sr. Syl Vie, or I can't guarantee ab.at will happen to i to I never open 
the packages now. They go to the \Varn nest directly, and Ilse opens 
theriz.. She ~sin charge of opening parcels and zecording contents! 

We shall certainly share what we can with Sister SylVie. 
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We are working closely with her and see her freque tJ..y. She askes 
:for a helicopter at Soctrang, every couple of weeks, to bring a 
batch o:f children to Saigon. 

Io your best to keep people sane and prevent them :from 
becoming hysterical. 

gratitude from. us all 

al.1 letters to:-----...-.~ 
Roscmal")' J. "i'•lylor 

P.O. Box 27•,2 
GPO S:\!{ivN 

Vir11111,11 




