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-·------- THE CHILDRE.t"'\J: VICTIMS OF VIETNAM 
1. Official estimates of the number of homeless 

childrenin Vietnam ra,sges from 5,000 -200,000. 
No one knows. 

2. We do know they are dying. The Vietnamese 
government allots only $2.50 per child per 
month, so in orphanages already ill-equipped 
and understaffed thd infant mortality rate is 
80-90%. The children left deserted on the 
streets? They probaby die quietly and unnoticed. 
No one knows. 

). At least 5,000-40,000 of these children have 
been fathered by A.mericans. Survival, especially 
for the half black child, is questionable. In 
Vietnam they present living testimony to their 
mothers activities and are unwanted, unaccepted. 

4. The children now face a more grave crisis than 
ever before. MPny received substantial help 
from Gisin Vietnam - food, medical supplies, 
love. As the Gis come home, this support stops. 
What will happen to the children who needed them 
to stay alive? No one knows. 

5. Present Vietnam law makes it extremely difficult 
to adopt these children and bring them out of 
the country, either for adoption or medical care. 
Will governmental red tape in Vietnam, the United 
States, and the United Nations continue to wind 
in indifference around maimed and dying children? 
No one knows. 

WE KNOW THIS: YOU CAN HELP. HOW? 
1. Write immediately to your own senators and to 

SEN. WM. FULBRIGHT, SENATE FROEIGN RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE, SUITE 4229, SENATE OFFICE BLDG., 
WASHINGTON D. c. 20510. Voice your support for 
bill S. 2497 which wculd establish a temporary 
South Vietnam Childrens Care Agency to improve 
the welfare of the children of South Vietnam 
and facilitate the adoption of orphans or 
abandoned Vietnamese children, particularly 
children of US fathers. 

2. With your contribution, support the Committee 
of 1000." Their long term goal is to establish 
a reception center which would offer adequate 
Present facilities and institutions are medical and physical care. 

tragically inadequate. 

). Join the Milwaukee Vietnam Childrens Committee in providing immediate aid. 
We need medicines, infant clothing and supplies, non-perishable food 
(e.g. powdered milk or formula,) for shipnent to Vietnam. We need money 
to support nurses, doctors,social workers, and to help open the doors 
for adoption. 
For further information contact: Ms. Shaggy Norman 

4004 E. O'Brien Rd., Oak Creek, Wis. 
(414) 764-2189 53154 

REMEMBER - WHEN THE TROOPS COME HOME, THE CHILDREN OF THE WAR WILL STILL 
BE THERE, 
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They move about the compound in small groups or chains, shuffling 
from one wall to the next. Most once shared a life of ber,tlng on t}1e 
street, shel terless often with out food for days. For these peonle Phu 
My offers more than food, a bed and companionship; it offers life itself. 

Also saved from the noisy of the street are the nol io stric1{en children. 
Virtually 'Wiped out in the U.S. polio is a major problem in Vietnam, where 
vaccines aren't available to so many. At Phu My, the young kL'ls ~.re given 
opportuni ttes available at few other centers in the country. I watched e 
group of young boys swimming~ laughing and spla.shine like sny yang of kj_cls 
in any part of the world. As it grew later, they hel:oerl each other out of 
the pool, pulled on their own clothes then strapped on thei-r braces. 
in arm, they walked off to dinner. 'fuis scene could be imagined to be nothinp-
unusual, in Vietnam its a miracle. 

Then there are the seemingly 'heal th:v' ch:i.ldren ( as r,'uch as thst wr:rd 
can be applied to anyoneliving on little but rice) \tlo have j!>nothPr t:,r.::-e 
or handicap, that being growing up without ever heing able to be held in 
the arms or a mommy or da.ddy. There a.re over 150 orphaned 811d ab::indonded 
children living at ~u My. Daily they C9.n be seen laugl0 ing 2!ld s:i.nging, 
running and playing. One could a.lmo st forget the tragic story of hard-
ship, loss and endurance b&hind ee.ch an·:! every one. 

The mo st difficul. t hut for me to even valk t.1-irough ',,las Wflt the sisters 
tenn "the incurable". Here the grotesquely deformed, the retarded, the 
emotionally disturbed and the hopelessly handicapped ere sent to be given 
a chance to live, to know sonething besides misery; hw.nger a nd ridicule. 
One hydro-sephallic boy gre ~ts the visitor with a smile stretched across 
his mammoth head. Another stricken \I.1th cerebrel palsy slo,,,il.y mgkes his 
\•Jay across the room. The sister explains he love~ to have his picture 
ts.ken. Others aren't so fortunate as these tv10. One 18 year o]d boy is 
totally :')aralyzed, his body shriveled to hru.f lts n .-, rmal size. Only .gble 
to move his eyes and mouth, an old man tends to his eviery need. A hoJ.e 
in the bed leads to a hole in the noor for bodily 'Wastes. Thoueh deP_th 
is ju•t around the corner for those living here, they have been ['.i.Yen 
treasures by Phu Vy; the song of a bird, the laughter of a child, tr.e 
sight of a spectnctilar s1mset, and the ,,mrm kno'Wlerl.ge that someonw_oes 
care. .,-: .,-·•l 

;/ l "4.., 
The cost of running Phu Yy, the only nlace of its kind ., ~ --

in all of Viet Nam, is incredible. 1,320 pounds of rice a re .,..._ -
prepared daily on a wood burning stove. There are no anpliancerr··; fl) •rr',~1~rn·1• ~"-
of any sort. Washing for 2000 is done by hrn1 on stone slabs rli}~ (~. Ill~•\ 
-with celd water and bar soap. The heat in the kitchen is . I, 1 ' •.. - -· 

nearly unbea.rcble with 24 hnge ca.ldrons bubblino; 1:.way oYer 
bla.zi ng fires. Dutch ovens wake 250 loaves of bre;"'a. G. day. 
Water, a brackish broi..rn liquid is drawn by hnnd. 
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·,~1,~it is needed? :':ver'"thin~, hut +,he '!'.'ri,TP'r:V concern iR si_":ri]:,r for the 
11-:sics. DAill~r costs 0 re c11rre.."'ltly ~500 rr,s.' 'l;ut '\or t'l-i tho infl<it-ton of ti,-: s 
,..,,_r-torri econorrr (on"' of the ,-iorRt jn t'·e t-'Orld), tl-:e·· .<>re ri~inl"' r'.:',ir,ly, 
3ver_': ::,ew,y is badl·:r needed, ~nd nra.ise-3 hy the ~isters, '!;'ew i.n~tjtt1tlcn~ i"l 
'.Tiet :1 ar:1 ~t re tr,u;1 ... as needy· ~nd deservinr.,: is F!,~ 1'',~. 

'.lo r .-ls crJmot portr-,y the s~irit of Pr.1.1 l'y. From its niser:r, i+.s ,..rotP.:--
r.ues:.1ess, rise~ ,., pheor.ix of COt'p-:ssion, of warmth, 8f concern, Thro·tr:>"! ti-·0 
.=:t e-.i.ch , nd. t:-_,) bugs cones tho 1miles, the hopes an,l ,-i.reams of the th~ ·s,,nis, 
Jt' s t·!c ch :m~c , th ,~ :rossi 1 ilities of life n-:: one would 'x,t:-ier to z.i_ve to ti.,_e 
, -:>enir -:J.y 'ho·-,el,:,,ss'. Th~t is the beauty of Ph11 Ey, 
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Friends of Children of Vietnam 
600 Gilpin 
Denver, Colorado 80218 

Dear Sister Rose, September 4, 1974 

FCVN now has 23 sponsors for Phu ?v• We have enjoyed the report by Mai of 

the FCVN staff in Saigon and also the report by Ross Meador. We are most anxious 

to have a small note from you. It will mean so Imlch to the sponsors to hear from 

you. I am able to translate your letter from French to F.nglish for the sponsors. 

If' you have a particularly interesting story about a person or child in your 

care we would like to hear from you. All things about Phu My are welcome to the 

people that care about Phu My. 

I join with the other Friends across the United States in wishing you well 

and thanking you tor your dedicated hard work. 
Most sincerely, 



Chere Soeur Rose, 

Je suis la nouvelle directrice pour les adoptiais de le orphelinat Phu My. 

Je vous ai rancontree en autonne 1972 quand j'ai visite le Vietnam pour escorter 

ties en.rants de Rosemary. Notre premier en.rant adoptij est venu de la premiere 

creche a Phu My en 1968. Je me rejouis de l~ pouvoir peut etre aider les en.rants de 

~J'ai envoye la lettre ci-jointe aux personnes qui s'occupent de Phu My. 

le mois prochain je leur enverrai des photos et aussi, je l'espere une copie 

d'une lettcre de vous/ Si vous desirez que je leur co-q11er q,:;:-que chose 

faites-le moi savoir s.v.p. Je suis sure qu 1ils interesseraient a votre vie 

de tous les jours, aux historres des en.rants etc. En fait, tout ce qui pourrait 

rendre les en.rants de Phu My plus reels, nous ferait plaisir. 

Si vous voulez bien m'ecrire a l'addresse ci-dessus je copierai et traducirai 

votre lettre at 1 1enverrai a tous ceux de plus en plus nombreux, qui s'interessent 

ace projet. 

Je vous remercie d'avance ace sujet et de tout ce que vous faites pour les en.rants 

qui ait tout besoin d'aide. 



DL~Vlli PUBL!t SQlOOL.s 
S l'.t;>~ l 1!! Sr:; hci:i 1 
May )J ,. 1914 

1'ha school year is :,•apialy nearing an end and our last WE;ek ts fvi.:U 
t:.t a,;t,1.vit!1:3S,, i..ihi.ch He,Ilm.B t,ypiMl ¢.f ev-r.ry week.,. P<F.::rbap~ yoi;..•d l1ki: i,;:; 
.jo-in tiu. -+'or sooi.e of ·;.;.he tollo~i ng &,!ti v..-1 t,tes.: 

1tONUA'r 
•!'cll:-t',:·:~,--';.:-.: 

' 

r 

' ~Ji! 5.iliQJi ~t, 9; 50 Aol4. in the s~hool Audit@t'itlrol 
; 

I 

6tb Grade parents !iu1~eialJ~r a.re i.mfited to ~'Olu»z 
h~lp t-he tea.7.thers play t:r,~ 6th gr~.ders in ou~, -~ &nr11ru1l Goftbal.1. game,; . 

l·'t,$ .... t,Uie TAl.EN'.t' SHOW ;-wtl.1 bt, p:resewted f-or t-'h-?l 
.?.r:rl i..JJL.i},. (Perhaps y:r)~ .:,an, make <me :;f t.h~· per-... 
f«irmanc~s ~- particularrly if you,r Qhild ·J.a in 'H,.) 

Wm war.i.~ tt.o tak1e this cppm~·~,unHy tr., thank y11u. ftar: yrnur i:.n.ippt1::i:-'t. 
and ii•r.>0per,.-.tion during tr1e yoelu'~ Hav~ a w,wderful awmner., 

0.1 en Ro Pr.lla(;,:J~k 
F' r'ind. pal 
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<. 
Dear Sister Rose, .~l).'a <, 0 () ~·1 \ 1 \'\ r1 

0<f't-J tx~ver l ulc> ~O;l..\c1 
I am the new Fosi.r,\Co-ordinator o:f Phu My orphana~e. I met you in the Fall of 

1972 when I visited Vietnam. to escort some of Rosemai-yxs children home. Our first 
adopted child CJIJle from the original I creche' in Phu My back in 1968. I am so happy 
I can perhaps be of help to the children at Phu My. I have sent the enclosed letter 
to the sponsor~ of Phu My. Next month I will send them some photos and also, I hope, 
a copy of a letter from you. If you have anything you would like to relate to those 
who sponsor Phu My, please write it. I am sure they would be interested i in the 
day-to-day life there, stories or any or the children, etc. In fact anything that 
would make the children at Phu My more real would be most welcome. 

If you will please write to me at the above address, I will duplicate your 
letter (and also translate it, if you reply in French) and send it to the growing 
number of sponsors. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. And for all you are doing for 
the children who are so needing help. 

Sincerely, 



If we can get enough sponsors for Phu My, Sister Rose would love to send some 

of the older children to school. There is no public education in Vietnam. Cost is 

about $4.00 a month and the child would need a bike as there is no other cheap way 

to get to school. 

I am anxious to get this off to you, so I will wait until next time to assemple 

some photos of Phu My. Also by that time I hope to have heard from Sister Rose. I 

will duplicate her letter for you. Thank you for joining with other to sponsor 

these children. I hope the letters and photos will bless you as much as they have 

blessed me through the years. ' 

Most sincerely 

\ ,,,. 

f I 
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PRIEIDS OJ' CHILDBD OJ' VIE!lU.M 
HOHOLULU CHAP!ER 
P. o. Box 5285 
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Directre_ss: Sister 

The Children: 130 
0-2years: 
2-4years: 

2:ugenia 

49 
29 

PROVID:"!:NC3 ORP:!AN.AG~ 

(Cantho) 

4-8years: 
8years and 

23 
up: 29 

Providence Orphanage is in Cantho, a provincial capital in the fertile, rice -
producing Mekong :lelta . In this area flowers are everywhere; mangoes, coconut 
palms, jackfruit , and grapefruit trees abound. Unfortunately, throughout the 
city of Cantho, there are thousands of refugees _crowded into miserable one-room 

· shanties. Many infa.nts are being abandoned because their parents are no longer 
able to care for th8m . Mothers, hoping their child will have a better chance to 
live, leave their sick and weak babies at an orphanage or hospital door. 

The orphanage building it; made of some type of heavy material and is 32m by 14m. 
There are fm1r sleeping areas with _from 20 to 50 children in each area . There 
are kitchen facilities, a dining area, and a fairly large play area for the 
children . 

It takes over $1,200 to run the orphanage each month. Approximately half tha t 
amount is spent on rice , suga.r , meat, fish, and vegetables. During the last 
three months the price of rice has almost doubled. The orphanage receives a 
sm:111 amount of money from the Ministry of Welfare, but they must rely on donations 
to take care of- the major costs of running the orphanage. 

Sr. Eugenia writes that Vietnamese doctors in the Provincial Hospital come three 
times a: week to visit the sick babies. "We can get some medicine from them, but 
not too much." ?.ight now they ~re spending from $40 to $60 a month on medicine . 

During the American 3.nvolvement in Vietnam, Cantho was the site of both a big 
Army base and a Navy base. At one point the Army built a water supply system 
to provide pure water for the town. Before that their source of water was the 
river. The G. I.s · also bull t an outdoor, concrete wading pool at the· orphana.ie 
for the children to play in. At Providence Orphanage the G.I.s ca!!le cften to 
help and to p1a.y with the children. One little girl, now living in Colorado 
who came from Pr ovidence Orphanage, remembers the soldiers coming to the orphanage 
and taking some of the children back to post for showers and ice cream. 

The American s oldiers' help ls sorely missed, especially at Providence Orphanage; 
it was one place the G. I .s really took care of. 

I M~T YOU AT T:E ORPHANAG3 YA~D 

Your sad eyes 
overflowed with 
loneliness and pain. 
You saw me. 
You turned your face away. 
Your hands drew circles, 
circles 
on the dusty ground . 

by Thich Nhat Hanh 
I dared not ask you 
where your father 
and your mother were. 
I dared not open up your wounds. 
I only .wished to sit with you 
a moment 
saying a word or two. 
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August 7, 1974 

Honolulu Chapter 
FCVN 
1302 Mokulua Drive 
Kailua, Hawaii 96734 

Dear Friends of Phu My, 

We here in Honolulu are always so happy to learn about 
the great care and concern you have for the Vietnamese 
children. We have especially enjoyed the letters from 
Mai and Lee Bucham. Learning of your specific needs 
and ongoing activities makes our part here much more 
meaningful. We hope that our cash contribution of 
$109 to Phu My wil I be of help. We are stepping up 
our fund raising activities and hope to be able to send 
more in the future. Our thoughts and blessings are with 
you. 

Aloha, 



I . ~JJtT 



!~!t. && box 84 
walker, minn. • • • 
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