The original documents are located in Box 7, folder “Foster Orphanage Plan, 1974” of the
Shirley Peck Barnes Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.
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medical and physical care.
tragically inadequate.

THE CHILDREN: VICTIMS OF VIETNAM
Qfficial estimates of the number of homeless
childrenin Vietnam raiges from 5,000 -200,000.
No one knows.

We do know they are dying. The Vietnamese
govermment allots only $2.50 per child per
month, so in orphanages already ill-equipped

and understaffed thd infant mortality rate is
80-90%. The children left deserted on the
streets? They probaby die quietly and unnoticed.
No one knows.

At least 5,000-40,000 of these children have

been fathered by Americans. Survival, especially
for the half black child, is questionable. In
Vietnam they present living testimony to their
mothers activities and are unwanted, unaccepted.

The children now face a more grave crisis than
ever before. Msny received substantial help
from GIs in Vietnam - food, medical supplies,
love. As the GIs come home, this support stops.
What will happen to the children who needed them
to stay alive? No one knows.

Present Vietnam law makes it extremely difficult
to adopt these children and bring them out of

the country, either for adoption or medical care.
Will govermmental red tape in Vietnam, the United
States, and the United Nations continue to wind
in indifference around maimed and dying children?
No one knows.

WE KNOW THIS: YOU CAN HELP, HOW?
Write immediately to your own senators and to
SEN, WM, FULBRIGHT, SENATE FROEIGN RELATIONS
COMMITTEE, SUITE 4229, SENATE OFFICE BLDG.,
WASHINGTON D, C, 20510. Voice your support for
bill S. 2497 which wculd establish a temporary
South Vietnam Childrens Care Agency to improve
the welfare of the children of South Vietnam
and facilitate the adoption of orphans or
abandoned Vietnamese children, particularly
children of US fathers.

With your contribution, support the Committee
of 1000. Their long term goal is to establish
a reception center which would offer adequate
Present facilities and institutions are

3. Join the Milwaukee Vietnam Childrens Committee in providing immediate aid.
We need medicines, infant clothing and supplies, non-perishable food
(e.g. powdered milk or formula,) for shipment to Vietnam. We need money

to support nurses, doctors,social workers, and to help open the doors

for adoption.

For further information contact: Ms. Shaggy Norman

Loo4 E. O'Brien Rd., Oak Creek, Wis.
(L1h) 76L-2189 53154

REMEMBER - WHEN THE TROOPS COME HOME, THE CHILDREN OF THE WAR WILL STILL

BE THERE.



HOI BAN THIEU -NHI VIET-NAM

FRIENDS OF CHILDREN Ol VIIT-NAM

SAIGON ADNEESS,
24 .28 BULTHi-YUAN
GiA-BINY - L / N

HEADQUARTERS :

600. GILPIN ST.
DENVER, COLO. 80218 55 e
TEL. 1303 321 - 8262 EL. 43.162

They move about the compound in small groups or chains, shuffling
from one wall to the next., Most once shared a 1ife of begging on the
street, shelterless often with out food for dsys., For these vreorle Phn
My offers more than food, a bed and companionghip; it offers life itself,

Also saved from the noisy of the street are the polio stricken children,
Virtually wiped out in the U.S. polio is a major problem in Vietnam, where
vaccines aren't available to so many, At Phu My, the young kids =sre eciven
opportunit¥es available at few cther centers in the countryv, I watched o
group of young boys swimming, laughing and splashing like any yang of kids
in any part of the world, As it grew later, they helved each other out of
the pool, pulled on their own clothes then strapped on their braces. Am
in arm, they walked off to dinner, This scene could be imagined to he nothing
unusual, in Vietnam its a miracle.

Then there are the seemingly 'healthy' children (as much as thst word
can be applied to anyoneliving on little but rice) who have another tvre
of handicap, that being growing up without ever heing able to be held in
the arms of a mommy or daddy. There are over 150 orphaned and absndonded
children living at Phu My. Daily they can be seen lsughing and singing,
running and playing. One could almo st forget the tragic story of hard-
ship, loss and endurance behind each an? every one.

The mo st difficult hut for me to even walk through was what the sisters
term "the incurable". Here the grotesquely deformed, the retarded, the
emotionally disturbed and the hopelessly handicapped =re sent to be given
a chance to live, to know something hesides misery, hunger a nd ridicule.

One hydro-sephallic boy gre=ts the vigitor with a smile stretched across
his mammoth head. Another stricken with cerebral palsy slouly makes his
way across the room. The sister explains he lover to have his picture
taken, Others aren't so fortunate as these two. One 18 year o014 boy is
totally varalyzed, his body shriveled to half its normal size. Only sble
to move his eyes and mouth, an old man tends to hig eviery need. A hole
in the bed leads to a hole in the floor for bodily wastes. Though death
is just around the corner for those living here, they have heen riven
treasures by Phu My; the song of a bird, the laughter of a child, the
sight of a spectacular sunset, and the werm knowledge that someonggdoes
care. ﬁ

r

The cost of running Phu My, the only nlace of its kind. ‘g
in all of Viet Nam, is incredible. 1,320 pounds of rice a re i
prepared daily on a wood burning stove. There are no awpllance
of any sort., Washing for 2000 is done by hand on stone slabs * : \\
with c#ld water and bar soap., The heat in the kitchen is
nearly unbearable with 24 huge caldrons bubbling zway over ° BF r”“ “H‘_N
blazing fires. Dutch ovens beke 250 loaves of bresd & day. S i
Water, a brackish brown liowid is drawn by hand, OF VIET NAM




what is needed? Tvervthin~, but the rrimsry concern is simnly for the

WIlZ
bnsics, Dailly costs re currently 3500 T,S,, hut with the inflation of this
wer-torr sconon~ (one of the worst in t-e world), the- are rising ranidly,
Zvery penny is badlv neceded, -nd nraised by the sisters. Tew inetitutions in

-"r

Viet am z2re truly as needy 2znd deserving ag Fh 1,

o rds cannot portr-y the svirit of Phu Vy., From its misery, its srotecr=

quesness, rises » pheonix of compsssion, of warmth, of concern, Throush the
atench =nd the bugs comes the smiles, the hopes and dreams of the thoisends,

It's thie chance, the possitilities of life no one would hother to give to the
ceenir7ly 'honeless'. Thet is the beauty of Phu ly,

il S e



Friends of Children of Vietnam -‘
600 Gilpin
Denver, Colorado 80218
Dear Sister Rose, September L4, 1974
FCVN now has 23 sponsors for Phu My. We have enjoyed the report by Mai of
the FCVN staff in Saigon and also the report by Ross Meador. We are most anxious
to have a small note from you. It will mean so much to the sponsors to hear from
you. I am able to translate your letter from French to Mg}}sh for the sponsors.
If you have a particularly interesting story about a person or child in your
care we would like to hear from you. All things about Phu My are welcome to the
people that care about Phu My.
I join with the other Friends across the United States in wishing you well

and thanking you for your dedicated hard work.
Most sincerely,

Na .»CLML Letiir |
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Chere Soeur Rose,

Je suis la nouvelle directrice pour les adoptiais de le orphelinat Phu My.

Je vous ai rencontree emn autonne 1972 quand j'ai visite le Vietnam pour escorter
des enfants de Rosemary. Notre premier enfant adoptij est venu de la premiere

creche a Phu My en 1968. Je me rejouis de XA pouvoir peut etre aider les enfants de

ﬁﬂT'TE:fET;;d;nvoye la lettre ci-jointe aux personnes qui s'occupent de Phu My.

le mois prochain je leur enverrai des photos et aussi, je l'espere une copie

e e
d'une lettre de vous/ Si vous desirez que je leur communiquer quelque chose

faites-le moi savoir s.v.p. Je suis sure qu'ils interesseraient a votre vie
de tous les jours, aux histoirres des enfants etc. En fait, tout ce qui pourrait
rendre les enfants de Phu My plus reels, nous ferait plaisir.
Si vous voulez bien m'ecrire a 1l'addresse ci-dessus je copierai et traducirai
votre lettre at l'enverrai a tous ceux de plus en plus nombreux, qui s'interessent
a ce projet.
Je vous remercie d'avance a ce sujet et de tout ce que vous faites pour les enfants

qui ait tout besoin d'aide.



Dear Farents, (o

Tha scheol year israpidly nearing an end and our last week is full
of astivities, which seams typical of every week.
Join us for some ! of the following activities: -

mm.\zr
;7

. DENVER PUBLIC SCHOCLS
Steele Scheol
May 31, 1974

iV el adisi
'Yy 8L a3 I

mmz :,uow at 9 50 ALK, m t.he scihool Auditoriun:;

i 018 q » 20 S5 o ) .

6%h Gradé parents sspecially are invited %o cm
help the teachers play the 6‘&)1 graders in ouy _

v anrwal softball game.

:‘9-50.- A.M. ‘on the.south playground

1“!.5 =tlie TALENT SHOM will be  presented for the.
2rel wime. (Perhaps you can make cne 5f the per-

‘oiférmances s particularly if your child ie in 4%.)

fup 7280 «09200:P. M, -~ Gontimuation Pregram for . ¢ s

6th Gradam

“ilagt day of school. for. childm " fiss ¢
Rleport Cards and assigmments for next year go homs

*

We wani to take this opportunity to thank you for your support
ardl cooperation during the year. Have a wonderful swmer.

Sincerely,

Glen R. Peacock
Prineipal

oy Sy

Perhaps you d uko %o :



'  Friends o+ Chi\dren o UletNan
Foster O ephanaye Prﬂraru.m

: 3 00O 7\ pin

Sister Rose > Gi\e
Dear Siste ’ o('w Dewver, olo Vog_‘{

I am the new FosterACo-ordinator of Phu My orpha.nage. I met you in the Fall of
1972 when I visited Vietnam to escort some of RosemaryXs children home. Our first
adopted child cmme from the original 'creche' in Phu My back in 1968. I am so happy
I can perhaps be of help to the children at Phu'My. I have sent the enclosed letter
to the sponsors of Phu My. Next month I will send them some photos and also, I hope,
a copy of a letter from you. If you have anything you would like to relate to those
who sponsor Phu My, please write it. I am sure they would be interested £ in the
day-to~day life there, stories of any of the children, etc. In fact anything that
would make the children at Phu My more real would be most welcome.

If you will please write to me at the above address, I will duplicate your
letter (and also translate it, if you reply in French) and send it to the growing
number of sponsors.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. And for all you are doing for
the children who are so needing help.

Sincerely,
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8§ig£>' FRIENDS OF CHILDREN OF VIETNAM
1 HONOLULU CHAPTER

P, 0. Box 5285
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814
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PROVIDINCE ORPHANAGE

(Cantho)
Directress: Sister Zugenia
The Children: 130 :
0-2years: 49 Lh-Byears: 23
2-hyecars: 29 8years and up: 29

Providence Orphanage is in Cantho, a provincial capital in the fertile, rice- -
producing Mekonz Delta, In this area flowers are everywhere; mangoes, ccconut
p2lms, jackfruit, and grapefruit trees abound. Unfortunately, throughout the
city of Cantho, there are thousands of refugees crowded into miserable one-room
-shanties. Many infants are being abandoned because their parenis are no longer
able to care for them, Mothers, hoping their child will have a better chance to
live, leave their sick and weak bables at an orphanage or hospital door,

The orrvhanage building is made of some type of heavy material and is 32m by 1l4m,
There are four sleeping areas with from 20 to 50 children in each area. There
are kitchen farilitins. a dining area, and a fairly large play area for the
children, :

It takes over 31,200 to run the orphanage each month, Approximately half that
amount is spent on rice, sugar, meat, fish, and vegetables, During the last

three months the price of rice has almost doubled., The orphanage receives a

small amount of money from the Ministry of Welfare, but they must rely on donations
to take care of. the major costs of running the orphanage.

Sr. Bugenia writes that Vietnamese doctors in the Provincial Hospital come three
times 4 week to visit the sick bables. "We can get some medicine from them, but
not too much." Right now they are spending from 340 to 360 a month on medicine.

During the American involvement in Vietnam, Cantho was the site of both a big
Army base and a Navy base, At one point the Army built a water supply systen

to provide pure water for the town. Before that thelr source of water was the
river. The G,I.s ' also bullt an outdoor, concrete wading pool at the orphanag
for the children to play in. At Providence Orphanage the G.I.s came often to .
help and to play with the children., One little girl, now living in Colorado

who came from Providence Orphanage, remembers the soldiers coming to the orphan&*e
and taking some of the children back to post for showers and ice cream,

The American soldiers' help is sorely missed, especially at Providence Orphanage;
it was one place the G,I.$: really took care of.

I MZT YOU AT THT ORPHANAGE YARD by Thich Nhat Hanh

Your sad eyes I dared not ask you

overflowed with where your father

loneliness and pain, and your mother were.

You saw me, I dared not open up your wounds,

You turned your face away. I only wished to sit with you
~Your hands drew circles, a moment .

circles saying a word or two.

on the dusty ground,
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August 7, 1974

Honolulu Chapter
FCVN

1302 Mokulua Drive
Kailua, Hawaii 96734

Dear Friends of Phu My,

We here in Honolulu are always so happy to learn about
the great care and concern you have for the Vietnamese
children. We have especially enjoyed the letters from
Mai and Lee Bucham. Learning of your specific needs
and ongoing activities makes our part here much more
meaningful. We hope that our cash contribution of
$109 to Phu My will be of help. We are stepping up
our fund raising activities and hope to be able to send
more in the future. Our thoughts and blessings are with
you.

Aloha,

(D@Qa&@ 4
Camille H. Almy














