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“I'wish I just could have kept the memories I had that were

so happy. I wish this trip never happened.”

‘Danang’ reopens

tthe hidden

:wounds of war

ng
to

g X
= Documentary follows daughter’s
pel e : :
i-| bittersweet return to Vietnam ..z
iof USA TODAY
?&2 More than 2,000 children were flown
\at out of Vietnam on the US. “babylift”
ith' just before Saigon fell in 1975, and only
e = a handful would reunite with their bio-
nd » logical parents.
ne Heidi Bub, 34, considered herself one
i of the fortunate few. “It’s going to be so
V. healing for both of us,” Bub predicts on
ies the way to meet her Vietnamese moth-
Jot er, Mai Thi Kim. “It's going to make all
v - those memories go away and all those
ey " lost years not matter anymore.”
ot Fi akers Gail Dolgin and Vicente
0. Franco discreetly follow Bub's 1997 “re-
n3 union” ﬂ:]umey to its shocking emo-
to tional climax in their Academy Award-
i nominated documentary, Daughter
4 - From Danang.

The film, winner of the coveted
(3 - Grand Jury Prize at the Sundance Film
ia * Festival, is rated as a dark horse for an
to! ,Wo'scaé' at the awards ceremony Sunday
“gf” The majority of airlifted children
o3 were babies or toddlers, either or-
i - phaned or abandoned by mothers too
ip’ - poor to feed them. But some, such as 6-
i - year-old Mai Thi Hie;

d (renamed Heidi{
o' f_- 8| were older children
by L= & sent to the USA be-
1ol "\ ' cause they were bira-
b ~cial and would have
rel been treated like pa-
il riahs in postwar Viet-

nam.
~ Bub’s mother had
three children when
« her husband sudden-
Iy left to fight for the
{ - Viet Cong. She man-
| tagedtofinda jobata
U.S. air base, Kim said

, %enty of food and clothi
{ “dren in return for sex.

‘the

5 2 Daughter From Danang
Filmmakers: Vicente Franco

and Gail Dolgin's work is up for an
Oscar Sunday night.

<her American boss offered to provide your family” Kim tells her American
for her chil- daughter. “See
en the ser- .. Butit's clear

— Heidi Bub :

2 Daughter From Danang

‘Mother and daughter: Mai Thi Kim and Heidi Bub are
reunited in 1997. The “healing” journey was bittersweet.

“shower” is a bucket of water. Her
rsriom“,n;.rsthriﬁt? ama{3 uélalsb]e ttt)h work at

4 y to Bub. Soon the yo
woman fetéﬁ]“like I was the parent, gnncgi
the parent is the child.”

To her siblings, she seems unimagina-
bly wealthy, and they ask her to help
them support their mother, a common
custom in Vietnam.

Bub, the wife of a Navy officer and
mother of two small children, has
brouMesents and offers cash. But

ily's bold requests for more
seem mercenary and insulting when
she had expected unconditional love
with no demands.

“She couldn’t understand that their
requesting money didn’t in any way di-
minish their love for her,” D(tmkg says.
“She wanted to be a little girl, taken care
of by her mother,” but the film reveals
“she’s going to be seen as the caretaker.”

Viewers of the film eavesdrop on
scenes of raw pain and misunderstand-
ing. Bub sobs at the lethal betrayal she
feels. “I wish I just could have kept the
memories 1 had that were so happy. I
wish this trip never happened.” ;

Her brother, Do Trong Tinh, is mysti-
fied: “What's wrong? | was just as|
her to help her fam-
ily. ... She sure cries

. easily.”

- Kim, Bub's mother,
_'lo_oltgs aﬁhen with
grief as she recogniz-
es the cultural
separating her chil-
dren and senses she
could lose this
daughter a second
time. She tells the
others to stop plead-
ing for money.

~“All 1 want is for
you to be happy with

you is what matters.”

ere won't be much of . =



Operation “babylift”; U.S. troo|
in April 1975. Few of the more

AP

s evacuate children from Saigon just before it fell
an 2,000 children would see their parents again.

2002 Daughter From Danaqs

Long journey home: Heidi Bub, fifth from right, with her extended family in
Vietnam. “] feel like I'm on another planet,” she marveled on her arrival.

“vicemen left Vietnam, he left Kim four
months pregnant.

As the end of the war approached,
rumors flew that the biracial children
would be drenched with gasoline and
set afire. Terrified, Kim sent her daugh-
ter on the airlift, “I told her, ‘One day
you must come look for me. You must
never forget. ”

Bub was one of 2,204 kids who left
the country, most on U.S. government
cargo planes, in April 1975. President
Ford said he ordered the babylift for hu-
manitarian reasons, and American fam-
ilies quickly adopted the youngsters.

Bub grew up in Pulaski, Tenn., the
birthplace of the Ku Klux Klan and a
place where her adoptive mother ap-
parently worried how the little girl
would be received. She asked Bub to
tell nobody she was from Vietnam.

It was a cold upbringirhg. Bub says,
though filled with an abundance of ma-
terial things.

Ann Neville, her mother, “hardly ever
told me she loved me, hardly ever
hugged me,” says Bub in a soft South-
ern accent. i

We never get to hear Neville’s point of
view because she wouldn't participate
in the film, Dolgin says.

“] used to ask her for my mother. I

| would cry and cry and cry,” Bub recalls

about their early days together.

The girl became estranged from her
adoptive mother in college and started
searching for her biological mom. Kim,
too, had been searching for her daugh-
ter. Through the Internet and interme-

. | diaries, they made contact in late 1996.

When Dolgin heard about the com-
ing reunion from a friend with relatives
in Vietnam, she saw it as a compelling

o film. So Dolgin and co-director Franco

accompanied Bub in March 1997 to
meet the mother she had not seen for
22 years.

None was prepared for what hap-
pened. -

“Ifeel like 'm on another planet,” Bub
marvels shortly after arriving.

She’s a college graduate; her two half-
sisters never finished sixth grade. Their

that in the future. The film follows the
family for a few years. “I have closed the
door on them, but I didn't lock the
door,” says Bub, who still appears un-
sure of her relationship with Kim.

Most babylift adoptions went consid-
erably better than Bub's, say many U.S.
adoption experts and adoptive parents
with wide contacts among their peers.
The serious problems tend to befall old-
er children who arrived with strong
memories of another family.

The outcomes of reunions with birth
parents vary widely, says psychiatric
social worker Elinor Rosenberg, a Uni-
versity of Michigan professor and au-
thor of The Adoption Life Cycle.

Bub's quest might have been doomed
from the start. Adults who dislike their
adct)gtive parents tend to fare poorly
with rednions, Rosenberg says. “They
often seek substitute parents. They
want to be parented again, this time by
their fantasy birth parent.” But in most
cases, “birth parents have gone on with
their own lives and aren't interested in
trying to raise a child again.” It's often
difficult to reunite across vastly different
cultures, she adds.

Daughter From Danang doesn’t have
any more of a happy ending than the
Vietnam War did. It is a reminder that
war leaves living casualties in its wake.
“Wars don't end when the bombs stop
qwﬁping." co-director Franco says.
“What wars leave behind is suffering
and trauma that can’t be erased by sign-
ing peace treaties.”

For more information

These books tell more about Opera-
tion Babylift and Amerasian children
left behind in Vietnam after the war:

» The War Cradle: Vietnam'’s Children
of War by Shirley Peck-Barnes
(The Vintage Pressworks) .~

» After Sorrow Comes Joy by Cherie
Clark (Lawrence and Thomas
Publishing Co.) ke,

» The Unwanted by Kien Nguyen
(Little Brown) :

2ntify possible
adly SARS virus

ed to fatal lung infections.
ding remains preliminary,
virologist Wolfgang Prei-
rmany’s JW. Goethe Uni-
1e location of one of the
ies. The second lab is at
Iniversity in Hong Kong.
ases jumped from 167 to
sdg, according to the
ealth Organization. Most
w cases were reported in
1g and Vietnam.

ted US. cases of SARS
from 14 to 9 Tuesday,
ie confirmed, says infec-

tious-disease expert James
Hughes of the federal Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.
WHO reports confirmed cases
in nine countries, with an addition-
al 350 cases and five deaths in Chi-
na not definitively confirmed.
Cases overwhelmingly appear to
spread via face-to-face contact be-
tween patients and relatives or
health providers, not by casual
contact. The CDC advises post-
ponement of all “non-essential”
travel to Hanoi, Hong Kong and
China’s Guangdong Province.

&

‘Global pfoblems require global solutions'

As their colleagues fight out-
breaks of a deadly disease, In-
stitute of Medicine scientists
called Tuesday for increased polit-
ical and financial investment in
the global public health system,

The Microbial Threats to Health:
Emergence, Detection and Re-
sponse report comes amid the
spread of Severe Acute Respira-
tory Syndrome (SARS).

But that’s not their only con-
cern. HIV continues to kill mil-
lions, alongside diseases such as
malaria and tuberculosis, making
the develoIi)ing world a breeding
ground for lethal ailments.

‘Today, international travel, anti-
biotic-resistant diseases and the
threat of bioterrorism make out-

X

breaks more likely, aécording to
the institute panel, which oper-
ates under the National Academy

‘of Sciences.

“We must recognize these are
global problems that require
global solutions,” says panel co-
chair Margaret Hamburg of the
Nuclear Threat Initiative in Wash-
ington, D.C.

The SARS outbreaks point to
many of the shortfalls in the glob-
al health system, Hamburg says.
The November outbreak in China
initially went undiagnosed, and
labs worldwide were given only
tissue samples to identify the sus-
pect microbe in recent weeks.

Recommendations include:

» Increase global and domestic

surveillance of new diseases. -

» Develop new vaccines and
antibiotics and stop feeding hu-
man antibiotics to livestock,
which spurs antibiotic resistance
in microbes that appear in both
human and animal diseases,

» Train health workers to rec-
ognize and report outbreaks.

» Strengthen lab facilities to
identify diseases more quickly.

“We see this report as a call to
action,” says infectious-disease
expert James Hughes of the fed-
eral Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. “We will be mov-
ing forward to develop an up-
dated CDC infectious-disease
strategy based on the recom-
mendations in this report.”




2, urged to help
Ic ht nation’s poverty

Greg Myre -
I§ssocnated Press
®HANOI, Vietnam — Gen. Vo
N 'yen Glap masterminded .the
duerrilla war that drove the Amer-
1§n military from Vietnam, and
,.at 88, he’s inviting them back
'bui this time as a friend. t
ressed in an olive mllltary uni-
with four gold stars on each
ulder, the somewhat reclusive
ap succumbed Saturday to a bar-
e of media requests seeking his
flections on the Vietnam War,
ch ended 25 years ‘ago this
ni‘bnth with the communist victory
that reunited the country.

Americans are not only welcome
back; said the white-haired gener-

al, but they have an obhgatlon to
r.'éturn and rebuild the impover-
iShed southeast Asian nation where
more than 58,000 Americans . and
an estimated 3 million Vietnamese
died in the conflict.

“We can put the past behind, but
we cannot completely forget it,”
Giap said. “As we help in fmdmg
missing U.S. soldiers, the United
States should also help Vietnam
overcome the extremely enormous
consequences of the war.”

The United States has refused to ;
talk about war reparqtlons, al-,

though Americans are negotiating
to share research on the effects of
Agent Orange and other toxic defo-
liants that U.S. planes sprayed to

Giap sel
grantsp‘int% p hou

only ba
the dlfﬂcult war aga
and backwardness.”

The former general shows mgns

of age — his right eye occasionally
twitches, and he needs thick

.glasses to read. But speakingin a

strong, clear voice, he reminisced

for more than two, hours Saturday
with a group of journalists at the

red-carpeted Government Gues-
thouse, and made clear that his

revolutionary fire still burns i

strong.

In reéent years, Giap has élso

‘met with his former American ri-

- vals, who asked Giap the secrets of
his guerrilla warfare. He told Rob- '
ert McNamara, the U.S. defense °

secretary for much of the war:
“You saw only our backward
weapons. You left out the most im-
portant factor, the strength of the
Vietnamese people.”

1 HE DENVER POST

: ~ The Assoclated Press / Richard Vogel

Retired Vietnamese Gen. Vo
Nguyen Giap talks to the media
Saturday in Hanoi on the eve of
the 25th anniversary of the end
of the Vietnam War.

strip away cover for their enemy.
ies i

OHN ATENCIO.
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The world of aviation is only one mouse-click away!!

World Airways Cargo Back To Saigon Babylift
Date: Saturday, April 02, 2005 @ 9:27 AM CEST
Topic: Cargo

World Airways recalls a time, 30 years ago today Friday (April 1), when the
Atlanta ACMI carrier was based in Oakland, California, serving military
contracts and flying to various destinations, including Vietnam.

On April 1, 1975, World Airways moved 57 children out of war ravaged
Saigon, Vietnam to safety in the United States. In an act of supreme passion
and courage, the children traveled aboard an unauthorized flight, a move typical
of take-charge World Airways owner, Ed Daly.

Ed Daly, a former golden gloves boxer, was also a pistol-packing character of
the post World War II era. Wearing a green beret, he dreamed the impossible
dream, slicing through red tape with the help of his DC8s and B727s.

Described as more of a swashbuckling “Man of La Mancha”, millionaire
businessman Ed Daly made headlines when he took it upon himself to evacuate
people out of places like Danang and Saigon as the Vietnam War wound down.

A camera aboard a World B727 captured one unforgettable moment as the
aircraft rolled down the runway for takeoff, the aft aircraft tail ladder being
drawn up just in time.

Terrifying images appeared on televisions around the world. Everyone watched
as desperate people tried to run in pace with the jet, the successful few clinging
to stairs and the wheel wells of plane.

The initial flight carried a total of 218 refugees, including 57 babies.

The flight landed safely in the United States to a welcoming committee of

World Airways personnel. Children and adults alike were taken in by the airline
staff and cared for as if they were family.

http://www luchtzak be/modules.php?name=News&file=print& sid=8224 11/2/2005
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Ed Daly, who, for the record, flew around for years in a lime green Convair 44
dubbed “Jolly Green Giant”, a plane graced with a leprechaun on its nose and a
shamrock on its tail, laughed out loud (as did most of America) when the U.S.
Department of Immigration and Naturalization (INS) attempted to slap a
$218,000 fine on World for illegally transporting 218 refugees into America.

On April 2 President Gerald Ford enacted Operation Babylift, which sanctioned

the movement of large groups of Vietnamese refugee children aboard U.S. Air
Force C5A Galaxy and other aircraft.

In total, more than 2,500 children were brought to America. The last flight was
made on April 26, 1975, just prior to the fall of Saigon.

In commemoration of that harrowing time and the airlines’ great and stirring
history, World Airways has arranged a special flight — “Operation Babylift -
Homeward Bound” — that will leave Atlanta on June 12, 2005. The flight will
leave from Oakland, California and fly to HoChi Minh City, returning June 17.

We can all salute men of action Ed Daly and World Airways chief pilot Ken
Healey.

Both flew during a time when the most they could expect for their efforts was a
reprimand and a medal — a slap and a kiss at the same time.

Now, in the cold light of history, there can be no doubt that President Ford’s
order to enact Operation Babylift was due in no small part to the shock waves
of public opinion that World Airways had raised with its selfless concern and
bravery.

On June 12, 2005, we should pause for a moment both here in the U.S., abroad
in Vietnam, and across the world to celebrate the humanitarian efforts of those
World Airways people who lifted us all.

(Geoffrey@aircargonews.com)

http://www luchtzak be/modules. php?name=News& file=print&sid=8224 11/2/2005
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This article comes from Luchtzak Aviation
http://www luchtzak. be

The URL for this story is:
http://www.luchtzak be/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=8224
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US-VN relations Embassy of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam in the United States o

Foreign Policy

Homecoming brings Babylift full circle

Learn about Vietham

) 06/17/2005 - VN/US relations
Consular Services

Travel to Vietham HCM CITY — Twenty-one children who departed Viet Nam on the US’s Operation Bab
thirty years ago completed their long journeys yesterday when they returned to visit Viet
About the Embassy
News Yesterday aftenoon at Tan Son Nhat Airport, Randy Martinez, present World Air Holdi
: said that his company was "completing the Operation Babylift story with the return
Feedback special people to their homeland.”
Sitemap

; Calling this trip Operation Babylift - Homeward Bound, Martinez said that even thot
Weblinks children were raised in America, they were born in Viet Nam and this country "holds
place in their hearts."

i ' Thirty-year-old Tiana Mykkeltvedt, who previously returned to Viet Nam in 1997 to st
Noi, said that this trip would be more meaningful.

"This time | get to share it with the other adoptees and all the peple who made it possil
to be here,"” she said.

Today, the group including some of the crewmembers who flew the Operation Babylift
tour the city, visit the Christina Noble Foundation, which is supporting and s
disadvantaged children, and the Phu My Orphanage. The group will depart again for t
Friday.

In April 1975, before the impending fall of the Sai Gon Administration, World Airn
executive officer and founder Edward Daly, who died in 1984, used his company’s an
planes, which had been used to haul soldiers and weapons to Viet Nam, to bring 57 Vi
orphans from Tan Son Nhat Airport to America to be adopted.

World Airways briefly faced sanctions, according to reports in the San Francisco Chr¢
humanitarian groups working with orphans in Viet Nam were advocating that the
government undertake an emergency evacuation.

Then-US President Gerald Ford announced on April 3, 1975, that Operation Babylift
some of the estimated 70,000 orphans out of Viet Nam with US$2 million from a spec
aid children’s fund.

http://www.vietnamembassy-usa.org/news/story.php?d=20050617021613 11/2/2005
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Thirty flights were planned to evacuate the babies and children, and, eventually ab
Vietnamese children were flown out.

Numbers vary, but it appears that at least 2,000 children were flown to the US and appt
1,300 children were flown to Canada, Europe and Australia.

Tragically, one of the first official flights of Operation Babylift was struck down by disaste
Galaxy plane, at that time the largest airplane in the world, departed with more than 30
and accompanying adults.

An explosion blew off the rear doors of the giant craft 40 miles out of Sai Gon and 23,0C
Decompression filled the plane with fog and a whirlwind of debris.

Few could get to oxygen masks as the overcrowded aircraft had been prepared for 10
rather than the 300 passengers who had ultimately boarded update.

Adoption agreement

An agreement was initialed yesterday between the governments of Viet Nam and t
States regarding adoption of children, paving the way for a formal signing next
Washington, DC.

In the agreement, the two countries agree to facilitate the adoption of orphaned ct
Embassy of Vietnam humanitarian grounds and for the purposes of child protection.

The agreement also will provide that appropriate measures be taken under the law
nations to prevent and deal with instances of abuse involving exploitation of chil
infringements on a child’s lawful rights and interests.

Mutual recognitidn of each country’s laws regarding licensing and oversight of adoptic
providers will also be addressed by the agreement.

The agreement reflects both countries’ commitment to the welfare and well-being of ch
parents, as well as to a fransparent and effective adoption system.

Vu Duc Long, head of Department for International Adoptions in the Ministry of Justice
agreement will be officially signed during the upcoming visit to the US of Prime Minister
Khai.

Viet Nam News, June 16, 2005

News Archives
View all VN/US relations news
View the iatest news

http://www.vietnamembassy-usa.org/news/story . php?d=20050617021613 11/2/2005
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1233 20th St NW, Suite 400 - Washington, DC 20036 - tel. 202.861.0737 - fax 202.861.081
info@vietnamembassy.us - consular@vietnamembassy.us

http://www.vietnamembassy-usa.org/news/story.php?d=20050617021613 11/2/2005



Durango Herald Online Page 1 of 5

54.7° - SE, 2.0 mph DurangoHeraid.com Wednesc

THE DURANGQ HERALD
P

Southwest-Style Town Home
ango _ SantaFeVillas i
Ouen'ngton "I want to be your REALTOR" B

Travel [Revoord

Return to Vietnam T E
&p

October 16, 2005 :

By Jim Dyer | Special to the Herald
In late April 1975, the defenders of Saigon didn't.

A Soviet-built T-38 tank of the Socialist Republic of (North)
Vietnam smashed through the front gate of the (then)
Presidential Palace of the Republic of (South) Vietham. (The
shooting war there was over. It continues here, in many broken
hearts and minds.)

Thirty years later, June 2005, a contingent of about 100
Americans rolled uncontested through that same portal in air-
conditioned buses. The renamed Unification Palace in the
renamed Ho Chi Minh City was host to a banquet honoring the
return of 21 former Vietnamese orphans. These former
orphans are now of course adults, and, as adoptees, are all
proud, successful Americans.

But in the dark days of April 1975, their future was likewise
dark.

Enter World Airways.

World had been, among many chartered missions, hauling rice
into Cambodia. At the urging of his daughter Charlotte, World
President Ed Daly recognized the plight of the many Gi-
fathered children in harm's way and dispatched a DC-8 to
Saigon's Tan Son Nhut Air Base. There awaited more than 200
orphans. Authorities turned them away. Daly was undeterred.
And one orphanage bravely sent 57 children on the Col¢
unauthorized flight. Dea

According to the Official World Airways Newsletter. "World's
Flight Attendants improvised to find milk, food and supplies for
the trip. ... With courage and determination, Capt. Bill Keating
accelerated down a dark runway. ... They arrived in Oakland, i
Calif., to welcoming throngs and overwhelming media

coverage, which led President Gerald Ford to approve

additional flights under 'Operation Babylift.™

tripac

At its conclusion, Babylift brought about 3,000 children to the
United States. (Tragically, an Air Force C-5A cargo sustained a
catastrophic decompression at 23,000 feet while exiting the
Vietnam coastline. Control lines were severed. Only the heroic

http://www.durangoherald.com/asp-bin/article generation.asp?article type=travel&articl... 10/19/2005
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airmanship of Bud Traynor made a skidding, Saigon River-
hopping, rice-paddy landing possible. In Bud's words: "What
more can | say? Great people (his crew) in tragic times; 138
people died that day, but 176 survived to live the American
dream." Bud received the Air Force Cross, second only to the
Medal of Honor, for his courage that day.)

What was Operation Babylift 30 years ago became "Homeward
Bound" last June 12-17.

Durango's own Ron Fogleman, retired Air Force general and
former Air Force chief of staff (which, to my civilian readers
means he was the top general for that service), led the
delegation. Fogleman is chairman of the board of World
Airways. Ron's wife of 42 years, Miss Jane Fogleman, co-led
the adventure.

Retired Air Force Brig. Gen. Ken Petersen, retired Air Force
Col. Bud Traynor, retired Army Col. Roger McElroy, retired Air
Force Maj. Kelly Irving and their wives also were guests of the
Foglemans. My wife, Shari, was invited but declined. Her
brother Mike was an Army infantryman in Vietnam. He died at
age 42 of an Agent Orange-related illness. "l don't hate the
people,” Shari said, "l just hate the whole concept." Broken
hearts.

That first DC-8 pilot, Bill Keating, now nearly 90, made the trip
as did a few of the original flight attendants and World ground
support crew. Two of Bud Traynor's crew also were on board
the huge World Airways MD-11. The plane had been repainted
in the 1975 color scheme for this historic flight.

| flew from Durango to San Francisco on Sunday, June 12, and
met the Foglemans, who flew in from World's Atlanta base.
The next morning we were bused to Oakland, World's original
base and the destination of the first Babylift flight.

The CEO of World, Randy Martinez (an Air Force Academy
graduate and C-130 pilot) made the opening remarks as
cameras recorded the event.

"Today we are completing the Operation Babylift story with the
return of some of these special people to their homeland. For
some it will be the first time that they have returned to the land
of their birth. ...

"Why are we doing this? Look at Jeff Gahr and the other
adoptees here today. These individuals are the reason for the
trip. We want to share the heritage we have, and bring
attention to the heroic efforts that helped so many lives, and so
many families.”

The adoptees' post-trip comments validated Martinez's hopes:

 "The unanswered question of, 'Have you ever been back to
Vietnam?' can now be answered. The feeling of knowing that |
can tell my story with a complete circle is one that | am greatly

http://www.durangoherald.com/asp-bin/article generation.asp?article type=travel&articl... 10/19/2005
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looking forward to."

« "| was deeply moved by my visit to the orphanage. Being in
the orphanage caused me to stop and ponder about what |
may have been like when | was a baby."

» "Thank you for this chance to re-connect to my past, to
provide a sense of closure, and yet to open a door to a whole
new universe waiting to be explored.”

The Oakland ceremonies concluded, we boarded the 300-seat
flying machine and were airborne on a great circle route along
southern Alaska, past Japan and down into Taipei, Taiwan, for
an overnight.

Taipei is as bustling as | remembered it when Shari and | had a
two-year tour of duty there in 1972-74. Our youngest son, Matt,
was born there.

Off again the next morning, and through broken clouds,
patches of jungle and fragments of villages appeared. All so
peaceful. We settled on Vietnam tarmac. | was back after 33
years.

As we 100 spread ourselves out among five buses, it occurred
to me something was missing: the pungent aroma of, well, let's
just say it was pungent in my memory. And there wasn't the
oily smoky air from belching motor bikes. And the buses didn't
have wire mesh screens on the windows to keep out unfriendly
hand grenades.

As we were taken to the center of town in air-conditioned
comfort, streets were filled with a river of motor bikes: a fluid
substance passing around obstacles.

The thousand small shops along the way took me back to the
first of three tours in Vietnam 1963-64. Back then my job
brought me to Saigon once or twice a month. | was an adviser,
spending most of my time sailing armed junks to interdict
supplies from the North in the South China Sea and in the
Mekong Delta. My third tour also brought me into Saigon every
month or so. This was 1971-72. By then millions of American
servicemen and women had answered our country's call. We
were all tired, including Saigon; she was exhausted, a garish
shadow of the French colonial "Paris of the East." Now in 2005
the girlie bars were gone.

Also gone were the convoys, or much of any military presence.
Interspersed, naturally, was a Starbucks and KFC. Capitalism
trumps ideology.

We were greeted at a shiny new 28-story Sheraton by a noisy
teenaged drum and bugle corps outfitted in red scarves and
white shirts.

On our own, | set out with fellow Vietnam vet Dick Tanner, a
retired Marine. Only a half block from the hotel a colonial
remnant beckoned: the Tu Do Bar. This period piece was
virtually unchanged from 1963. We ordered a couple of

http://www.durangoherald.com/asp-bin/article generation.asp?article type=travel&articl... 10/19/2005
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COURTESY JANE AND RON FOGLEMAN

Former Vietnam orphans, with Durangoan and
former Air Force Chief of Staff Ron Fogleman,
right, line up under the World Airways plane
that took them to Vietnam for the 30-year
anniversary of "Operation Babylift.” Many of
the Vietnamese orphans are sons and
daughters of American servicemen flown out
of Vietnam in 1975.

Some key dates and events in U.S.-
Vietnam history, 1975-present:

April 30, 1975: A U.S. trade embargo,

already in effect against North Vietnam since »

1964, is extended to the whole of Vietham.

Aug. 1, 1987: Special envoy of President
Reagan, Gen. John Vetsy, visits Vietnam to
discuss humanitarian issues of mutual
interest.

Nov. 11, 1991: The U.S. government
officially allows American tourists, veterans,
journalists, businessmen to visit Vietnam.

Dec. 14, 1992: President Bush allows U.S.
companies to open representative offices in
Vietnam and to sign contracts once the U.S.
trade embargo is lifted.

April 25, 1993: The first U.S. company,
Vatico (consultancy), opens an office in
Vietnam.

Feb. 3, 1994: President Clinton announces
the lifting of the trade embargo against
Vietnam, a week after it is approved by the
U.S. Senate.

July 11, 1995: Clinton and Prime Minister Vo
Van Kiet announce the establishment of
diplomatic relations.

Page 4 of 5

libations, and struck up a conversation at the bar with what
could only be described as two refugees from a Graham
Greene novel: a dissipated Dane and a chain-smoking
German. They were in some business (scheme) having to do
with breaking up old ships for parts. Colorful,

The next day we took a tour of the city, including an orphanage
that caused one of the adoptees to break into sobs of
remembrance. Like the other adoptees, she had her adoptive
mother with her. They embraced and the accompanying media
recorded the moment. Many of the children in the orphanage
were disabled. The Catholic sisters there are saints. World
Airways presented them a check for $5,000 and the hat was
passed among us all. A very moving event.

There was a definite unsmiling police presence and the flags
are different, but | didn't sense a grinding communist presence.
But then | don't live there, and my former Vietnamese linguistic
ability has faded, so | didn't talk with the man in the street.
People seemed to be going about the business of life.

Given that, | did notice some indicators of the reality there:
= No noticeable restrictions on cell phones.

» No noticeable restrictions on satellite TV.

* No noticeable restrictions on travel.

» "The National English Language Daily Newspaper" talks up
governmental projects and success. One of the projects is
"The Government has approved a list of 253 ... companies to
be listed in the Ha Noi and HCM City securities trading centres
this year, as part of a drive to boost the Vietnamese stock
market." This tells me that the government that giveth,
reserves the right to taketh away.

Which is interesting. But my main focus of the trip was to see,
no, feel that | can come back and visit the old places - the hill
of Con Thien in particular. There, on my second tour, | was
"Chinstrap Charlie 6" the call sign of commanding officer of
Battery C, 1st Battalion, 11th Marines, and where 4% years
later on April 1, 1972, one of my Marines, Cpl. Jimmy Worth,
was lost, missing in action in the midst of the North's invasion
over the so-called Demilitarized Zone.

| promised Worth's family a couple years ago that if there was
any way possible I'd go back to Con Thien and bless the
ground where he fell. Now | need to get it done.

Jim Dyer, a retired U.S. Marine and state legislator, lives in
Durango.

http://www.durangoherald.com/asp-bin/article generation.asp?article type=travel&articl... 10/19/2005



Durango Herald Online

. May 199/: | he two countrnes exchange
ambassadors.

June 19, 2000 : The U.S. ple_dg% $1.7
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- July 13, 2000: The two sides sign a
landmark trade agreement a quarter of a
. century after the end of the Vietnam War.

~July 2-6, 2001: Vietnam and the U.S. agree
to conduct two research projects on Agent
Orange.

Oct. 8, 2001: U.S. Senate approves the
Bilateral Trade Agreement between the U.S.
- and Vietnam.

Dec. 9, 2004 United Airlines launches the
- first direct service between the U.S. and
Vietnam.

Source: Vietnam Embassy Web site
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THIS STORY HAS BEEN FORMATTED FOR EASY PRINTING

Vietnam Babylift adoptees welcomed home 30 years on REUTERS 3
June 15, 2005

HO CHI MINH CITY (Reuters) - Most of them left Vietham when they were too young to grasp the significance
of the flight across the Pacific Ocean in the dying days of the Vietnam War, but this trip they will remember
forever.

"l am so overwhelmed and none of us ever thought it would be like this,” said Wendy Greene, who was just 3
weeks old when "Operation Babylift" caught the world's imagination in the dying days of the Vietnam War.

It flew nearly 3,000 orphans out of Saigon and on Wednesday, Greene was among 21 of them back in the city
now called Ho Chi Minh City and awash with budding entrepreneurs, not panicked people looking for safety in
the middle of war.

"This warm welcome is a great, great memory that | will hold for a very very long time,"” she said as
government officials and folk dancers welcomed the group at a red carpet ceremony.

Greene was one of 57 orphans rushed onto a cargo plane of Atlanta-based World Airways during the night of
April 2, 1975 and later adopted and brought up in the United States.

Ken Healy, who flew that plane and returned with the group, said he took off from an unlit runway to avoid
gunfire from advancing North Vietnamese troops.

"Our effort at the time was on getting out and we didn't think beyond that,” he told Reuters Television at Tan
Son Nhat Airport.

"We never thought they would be coming back here."

Operation Babylift took an additional 2,547 children out of South Vietham — 602 to other countries and 1,945
to the United States. More than 91 percent of these children were under 8.

While many came back to look for their Viethamese parents and relatives or simply to come to terms with their
past, some said they were looking for business opportunities.

"I hope to return and even open a IT business here,” said 35-year-old computer scientist Jonathan Groth from
Buffalo, New York.

"Our leaders will always create every favorable condition for you to do business here to the benefit of both
sides,” Lam Van Ba, deputy chief of staff of the Ho Chi Minh City People's Committee told the group. =

© Copyright 2005 The New York Times Company

http://www.boston.com/news/world/asia/articles/2005/06/15/vietnam babylift adoptees w... 11/2/2005



Vietnam bec

O CHI MINH CITY, Vietnam
— Americans and others
hete are buying blazing red '

Vietnamese caps, the ones
with a bright yellow star on the crown.
They can buy counterfeit U.S. Army
dog tags and green pith helmets of the
type once worn by the North Vietnam-
ese Army and, if they want, they can go
out into the countryside to see the tun-
nels where the Viet Cong once lived
and, for $1, fire a round from an AK-47.
This is the way the Vietnam War has
finally ended, not as tragedy and not as
farce, but as kitsch.

It has been 25 years since the fall of
this city, then Saigon, and even longer
since I met a one-armed Vietnam vet
at a massive anti-war demonstration in
Washington. He took me to the ampu-
tee ward of Walter Reed Army Hospi-
tal. He knew the men there — the ones
with no arms or no legs and the one I
will never forget. He opened his bath-
robe to show me what had happened to
him. His groin was gone.

The waste, the sheer waste of human
lives in a war that made no sense, that
still makes no sense, has come back to
me in force here. I did not fight and I
did not see men die, but I remember
that hospital ward and I think of those
men to this day. Some ‘of them are
probably still hospitalized. How can
anyone laughingly wear the red cap
with the yellow star? ;

The Vietnamese must have similar
thoughts. The communists won the war,
uniting their country and making it in-
dependent — and that is no slight

- achievement. But the domino that Viet-

nam was supposed to be, the one that
would topple all the other dominoes of
Southeast Asia, now stands alone and

VIETNAM 2000

wobbly, a model
for no other na-
tion. The nearby
dominoes have
fallen, all right
— but into the
arms of Goldman
Sachs.

This is a gov-
ernment by a
clique of musty
old men. They
fought so hard for
so long — against
the Japanese, the
French and the
United States —
but the glorious victory is tarnishing in
the soggy heat. Their children want to
learn English, live in the States, surf
the Web. Even the son of a great war
hero has left the country. He is said to
live deep in the heart of Texas.

Is the story true? Who knows? It was
related by a former army general, an
important man, and the fact that he be-
lieved it, laughed at it, sort of approved
of it, was all you have to know about
what has happened to this country.

RICHARD
COHEN

Four million dead, men still on the

streets with plastic peg legs, and the
kids not only know little about the war,
but want to emulate the very people
their fathers and mothers defeated.
Saigon — it’s still Saigon. The com-
munist government can’t even make
the new name stick. The city is revert-
ing back to its hedonistic, bustling self.
It is thick with motor scooters and
signs in English, new hotels and well-
stocked stores whose customers, ac-
cording to the official statistics, are too
poor to afford what's in them. The
ethos of communism has mutated.

omes a tourist trap

Hands once raised in a clenched-fist sa-
lute are now extended for a bribe.

Corruption is so brazen, not to men-
tion chaotic, that the official and indus-
trious censor does not blacken out men-
tion of corruption in the International
Herald Tribune. (A reference to political
intimidation, however, has to be read by
holding the paper up to the light.) When
asked if he pays bribes, a hotel manager
reacts as if he’s been asked if the pope is
Catholic: Yes, of course. Trouble is, too
often a bribe buys nothing. The lack of
all sorts of rules — legal and otherwise
— has taken a toll. Foreign investment
is flat. The economy is stalled. The
country is impoverished. Vietnam is
wandering a desert of its own making,
waiting for a generation of old commu-
nists to die out.

Out at the Fulbright Center, Mar-
shall Carter, a combat veteran and now
CEO of State Street Bank, is lecturing
Vietnamese on the basics of invest-
ment. “Let me talk about the shift from
bank finance to capital market fi-
nance,” Carter says. A translator ren-
ders his remarks in Vietnamese. Fa-
miliar words pop out of the soup of
strange sounds: “IPO,” “Internet.”

Here is the paradox of Vietnam in a
nutshell. The loser has returned to in-
struct the winner. A quarter of a cen-
tury after the end of the war, mostly
everyone wants the same thing: Ameri-
can-style prosperity. Never mind that
the red of the cap symbolizes blood and
the yellow is the skin of the people.
Tourists don’t know that. Red? Yellow?
Who cares anymore? The only color
that really matters is dollar green.

Richard Cohen (cohenr@was'hpostcom)
is a columnist for The Washington Post.




Former Vlelnamese orphans, including Klmbedy Brinkei on| Monday, m rklng the 25th ani
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| vid Shakow recalls the day 25 ears pgo onday, father and son re to
‘when he heard the radio repo 0 Vietnam for the first time as part of a d
‘plane loaded with Vietnamese orphans N
‘had crashed in Saigon, hllmg people

* His heart dropped. His
4% Jeffery was on board. - -

For weeks, Shakow and his wife lived
in agony as reports filtered in that their
baby was among 76 infants Killed in t

vors, will hold
crash site.

called. “That was a tough time.”
But a month [ater 13-mont.h-old Jef-
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Vietnam the setting
for healing mission
VIETNAM from Page 2A

’fwenty-ﬁve years ago to the day, a
giant C-5A cargo jet — the largest
plane in the world at the time—
sped down the runway of Saigon’s
Tan Son Nhut Airport carrying
more than 300 children and their

qg:takers. ‘
ortly after takeoff, an explo-
sion blew out the rear doors. The
pllots were able to turn the air-
craft around and crash-landed 2
miles from the airport.

"Skidding 1,000 feet, the aircraft
bounced magaln before hitting a
dike and shattering on impact. Vir-

tually everyone in the bottom car- |

go compartment was killed — the
majority children age 2 and under.
waJeffery Shakow, born Luu Khiet
Minh, survived, but his twin sister
did not.

After Jeffery’s arrival, the Shak-
ows discovered from his birth cer-
tificate that he had a twin sister,
Luu Le Quyen. Shakow spent the

20 years trying to find her.
\He finally discovered the two
¢hildren had been separated at the
rphanage but had ended up on the
me disastrous’ flight. Luu Le

' X,

Quyen, he learned from an orphan- |-
MM, was as one of
i dren “who did not return.” |
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- of mercy for World Airways.

. By KIRSTEN TAGAMI
ktagami@ajc.com

hen you ask Tanya
Bakal her age, she says,
“31, I think.” She

doesn’t know her birth

date, nor the names and
faces of her biological mother
and father. She has no memory
of the country of her birth.

Bakal was a chubby toddler,
with pierced ears and parasites in
her stomach, when she arrived at
her adoptive home in Marietta in
the spring of 1975, a refugee of
war. She and 56 other orphans
were spirited out of Saigon in a
converted cargo plane in the cha-
otic final days of the Vietnam
War. -

Now, on the 30th anniversary
of that first, unauthorized “baby-
lift,” the charter airline that
brought her to America plans to
fly her and other orphans back
for a tour of their homeland.
World Airways, now based in
Peachtree City, will announce
the trip today in Atlanta.

“My family, my children, my
husband, everyone knows where
they came from,” said Bakal, a
mother of three in Alpharetta. “I

» Please see ORPHAN, A3

Tanya Bakal was a toddler on
April 2, 1975, when she and 56
other children were flown out of
Saigon just weeks before it fell
to Communist troops. Operation
Babylift (below) was a mission

Thirty years ago, a toddler was air]jfted
from a Saigon orphanage. Now, Tanya
Bakal of Alpharetta will returntoa. ..

home she never knew
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By MAYA BELL
Orlando Sentine|

Pinellas Park, F
Schindler Schiavo
unaware of the fire
the tranquil hospic
for the last five year

But her saga le
profound impress
on the nation, sp
ing extraordin
attempts by politic
to keep her alive
they fought her |
band over her fate.’

Her story was a
people who never
wrote down, what
they were sudder
tragic situation.

“Thanks to Ter
never had that cor
it right now,” said
co-director of the ¢
University of Mi
legacy.”

An overweight
an attractive young
cal laugh, Terri Sct
be anything othe
woman, a wife i
rounded by family ;

Her sudden co

> Please see SCHIA

Pope

fever
infect

By FRANCES D’EMII
Associated Press

Vatican City —
was responding to
biotics and his cc
have stabilized aftt
oped a high fever
nary tract infect
reported early toda

The latest healt]
year-old pontiff ca
began receiving |
nasal feeding tube.

At the edge of
hundreds of pec
today. A few knell

- to pray, while ot

selves in blankets
through the night.
“There’s nothin;
We're all upset,” s¢
Minister Giovanni
in the crowd.
The Italian new
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WORLD IN BRIEF

U.S. plane
carrying 9
crashes

A U.S. military airplane
crashed in central Albania  *
while on a training mission
Thursday and nine American
personnel aboard were
believed to have been killed,
the Albanian Defense Ministry
said. The Pentagon said a
C-130 crashed in a remote area
50 miles southeast of the capi-
tal, Tirana, and a search was
under way. The plane was tak-
ing part.in joint exercises with
the Albanian military.

Sudan war crime
resolution approved

‘The U.N. Security Council
pproved a resolution to prose-
:ute Sudanese war crimes
wuspects at the International
“riminal Court, after the
Jnited States agreed not to
eto the document in return
or guarantees that Americans
vorking in Sudan would not
e handed over to either the
CC or any other nation’s
ourts if they commit crimes
1 Sudan.

raq car bomb Kills
» Muslim pilgrims

A suicide car bomber blew
imself up near an Islamic
wrine in northern Iraq, killing
ve Iraqis in the latest attack
1 Shiite Muslim pilgrims
arking a major religious holi-
iy. Three U.S. soldiers were
lled in separate clashes.
terim Prime Minister Ayad
lawi extended a state o
aergency until the end of
oril. Ukrainian President
ctor Yushchenko said his

untry’s troops will leave Iraq

year’s end. In Washington,
fense officials said U.S.

ces in Iraq were holding a
1ior operative of terrorist
der Abu Musab al-Zargawi
10 holds joint American-
rdanian citizenship. =

aport: U.S. blocks
I-for-food probe

The United States and

er U.N. members have -
1sed to fully cooperate with
estigators looking into cor-
tion in the oil-for-food pro-
m in Iraq, blocking access .
nformation about politi-

R e

T. LEVETTE BAGWELL / Staff

Tanya Bakal' Blays with hér daughter Sarhantha, 3, at home in Alpharetta. She is seeking her birth mother in Vietnam.

» Continued from A1

And faced with the

would ever notice I

Orphan: Early life now a blur

don’t have that link.to m;
past. I want to see what it’s
ﬁke, and I especially want to
see the orphanages.”

World Airways footed the
bill for the April 2, 1975,
babylift as the last U.S.
troops pulled out and South
Vietnam fell to the Commu-
nists. The flight wasn’t sanc-
tioned by the U.S. govern-
ment, and the pilots and
crew risked their lives and
their careers.

World Airways’ president
at the time, the late Ed Daly,
had been urged by his

daughter to do something to

help Vietnamese orphans

- and children fathered by

American soldiers. The car-
rier operated in the region
ﬂﬁi.ng rice and military sup-
plies to Cambodia for the
U.S government.

When Daly told pilot Ken
Healy he “wanted to fly
orphans out, I said, ‘Sure,
let’s go,” ” said Healy, now 89
and living in San Leandro,
Calif

T}iey laid mattress-covered
pallets on the floor of the
R, and it s ke s g

~ same situation, I'd do

it again,” Healy said. ing out with my two
He kept his license. pair of eyes, I always
Daly and Healy thought I was the
would have taken same,” she
more than 57 chil- explained.
dren, but some Bakal began look-
orphanages were ing for her birth
scared off by U.S. mother in 2003. She
officials who declared scours the Internet,
the plane unsafe using photos from
because it didn’t have her orphanage as a
seats. That still MEee Y = | startingpoint. A
chafes Healy, who T. LEVETTE BAGWELL / Staff  possible break-
notes that the first  This April 4, 1975, story details the tragic through came in
government- end of the “orphan flight” on which Tanya February, when a
sanctioned babylift  Bakal was first scheduled to leave. Vietnamese Ch:gf/
two days later : arranged for Bakal’s
crashed, killing 144 baby picture to be

: pepple, mostly Vietnamese

children.

Over the next several
weeks, Operation Babylift
brought more than 3,300 chil-
dren out of Vietnam. Many
were true orphans, but others

had been given up by families =

who believed their children

would be better off in Ameri- |

ca.
- Bakal was adopted by
Reed and Laura Dilbeck in

now retired, was a flight engi-
neer and pilot for other carri-

doesn’t know what the note
said, and orphanage records
were destroyed. In her
pierced ears were expensive
ruby earrings, a rare adorn-

- ment for a baby and a sign of

good luck.

“A lot of parents would do
something special when they
gave their children to the
orphanages,” she said. “Then

- hopefully they would be able
* to find them again.”
Marietta. Her adoptive father, |

Bakal often thinks about
her birth parents. She imag-

I ines — and hones — thev

broadcast on TV in Vietnam.
Two women came forward,
and one agreed to givea
DNA sample. No testing has
been done, but Bakal is
excitedly thinking about a
possible reunion.

“I know my biological
mother must have gone
through a lot,” she said.
“That’s a big decision, to give
up your child. .. . Tome, I
think she had to have loved
me and must have cared for
me to actually write a note

. and an tn tha trankhla A2 823

was different. Look- -
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don’t have that link to m
past. I want to see what it’s
like, and I especially want to
see the orphanages.”

World Airways footed the
bill for the April 2, 1975,
babylift as the last U.S.
troops pulled out and South
Vietnam fell to the Commu-
nists. The flight wasn’t sanc-
tioned by the U.S. govern-
ment, and the pilots and
crew nsked their lives and
their careers.

World Airways’ president
at the time, the late Ed Daly,
had been urged by his _
daughter to do something to
help Vietnamese orphans
ami) children fathered by
American soldiers. The car-

 rier operated in the region
ﬂ g rice and military sup-
s to Cambodia for the
U S government.

When Daly told pilot Ken
Healy he “wanted to fly
orphans out, I said, ‘Sure;
let’s go,’ ” said Healy, now 89
and living in San Leandro,
Calif.

They laid mattress-covered
pallets on the floor of the
DC-8, and “it was like a big
playpen for the kids,” Healy
recalled. Doctors and other

. volunteers were on board to

take care of the children, he
said.

.‘Wasn’t about to stop’

As the plane was about
ready to take off from Tan
Son Nhut airport, Healy
said, men in the control
tower started yelling that
Viet Cong fighters were
nearby and that they were
evacuating the tower.

“] was about halfway
down the runway and the
tower became active again,”
Healy recalled. “They started
yelling at us, saying we
weren't cleared for takeoff. I
wasn’t about to stop.”

The Federal Aviation
Administration later sent
Healy a letter threatening to
take away his pilot’s license.
“The only thmg I could

A TRE R BB S D L

 itagain,” Hea]y said.
‘He kept his license.

life now L blur

And faced with the
same situation, I'd do

Daly and Healy
would have taken
more than 57 chil-
dren, but some
orphanages were
scared off by U.S.
officials who declared
the plane unsafe
because it didn’t have
seats. That still

dren out of Vietnam. Many
were true orphans, but others
had been given up by families
who believed their children

would be better off in Ameri-

ca.

- Bakal was adopted by
Reed and Laura Dilbeck in
Marietta. Her adoptive father,
now retired, was a flight engi-
neer and pilot for other carri-
ers, including FedEx.

When Bakal was a child,
her hair was tinged with red
and she had — and still has
— a few freckles. She believes
her biological father was
probably an American. Her
mother may have been from a
Chinese-speaking province in
Vietnam.

During her first months in
America, Bakal chattered

away in Chinese, preferred to_

sleep in a cardboard box and
hid food in her dresser draw-
ers. :
She was terrified of thun-
der. To this day, she feels
uneasy when helicopters are
overhead.

Good-luck earrings

Bakal was a newborn
when she was left on the
steps of a Catholic orphanage
in a town called Vinh Long.
There was a note in Chinese

el Fn ikl WV sTi sl LM

ment for a baby and a sign of
good luck.

“A ot of parents would do
something special when they
gave their children to the
orphanages,” she said. “Then
hopefully they would be able
to find them again.”

Bakal often thinks about
her birth parents. She imag-
ines — and hopes — they
loved each other.

She isn’t sure what to
expect from the trip to Viet-
nam, scheduled for June. She
envisions modern cities, but
at the same time “places that
are obviously very rural and
very poor.”

She hopes to add rich
visual detail to the stories
she has heard about Vietnam
and the war. Her husband
will join her.

“1 share these stories with
my children as they were
told to me, with no pictures,
just words,” she wrote in a
letter to the organizers of the
trip. Bakal no longer knows
any Chinese words and
doesn’t speak Vietnamese.
Growing up, she never
thought of herself as Viet-
namese or even Asian,
despite occasional taunts at
school.

“When I looked in the

would ever notice I
was different. Look-
ing out with my two
pair of eyes, I always
thought I was the
same,” she
explained.
Bakal began look-
ing for her birth
mother in 2003. She
scours the Internet,
using photos from
her orphanage as a
starting point. A

chafes Healy, who T. LEVEITE BAGWELL /staff  possible break-
notes that the first  This April 4, 1975, story details the tragic ~ through came in
government- end of the “orphan flight” on which Tanya February, when a
sanctioned babylift  Bakal was first scheduled to leave. Vietnamese chm
two days later arranged for B
crashed, killing 144 : i baby picture to be

- people, mostly Vietnamese doesn’t know What the note broadcast on TV in Vietnam.-
children. said, and orphanage records =~ Two women came forward,

Over the next several were destroyed. In her and one agreed to give a

weeks, Operation Babylift pierced ears were expensive ~ DNA sample. No testing has
brought more than 3,300 chil-  ruby earrings, a rare adorn- been done, but Bakal is

excitedly thinking about a
possible reunion.

“I know my biological
mother must have gone
through a lot,” she said.
“That’s a big decision, to give
up your child. . . . To me, I
think she had to have loved
me and must have cared for
me to actually write a note

- and go to the trouble of find- .
* ing the safest place she could

possibly find.’

The idea of a retum flight
by World Airways originally
came from a Colorado wom-
an, Shirley Peck-Barnes, who
wrote “The War Cradle”
about the babylifts.

She had kept in touch
with some of the adoptees as
well as executives at World

- Airways. The company

doesn’t yet know how many
people will be on the flight, "
which will leave Atlanta on
June 12, stopping in Oak-
land, Calif., on the way to
Ho Chi Minh City.

For World Airways, the
trip is a chance for some
good publicity and to “re-
mind people we have a 57-
year heritage and that we’re

' a global company,” said

spokesman Steve Forsyth.

“It’s also extremely engaging

for our own employees.

i T, LEVETTE BAGWELL /Staff :
‘ Tanya Bakal plays W|th her daughter Samantha, 3 at/ home |n Alpharetta She |s seeking her blrth mother in Vietnam. .
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nospllal m uxge AL UIC un
the hospital had 56 patie:
with unexplained fever, vo
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ties not just because it is {
largest on record — the |
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break’s mortality rate is
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outbreak, three out of fi
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than 5.

The death rate and ct
cases are ‘“significant,
not what has been se
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may be clouded by this be
an early stage of the inve
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Ksiazek, chief of the CD
Special Pathogens unit ¢
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scratched the surface.”

The CDC team, wh
members begin leaving tor
and expect to be gone
month, will split their ti
between Uige and Luan
Along with lab scientists
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.will include spec1ahsts in

transmissioni of infectii
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Marburg — which is spr

_ by contact with bodily flu

— is a particular risk
health care workers.
Already, seven Ango
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are infected.

That is particularly c
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because the first sympt
can be as unremarkable
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in victims’ exposing otl
before they even know 1
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Orphans saved in 1975 ‘babylift’
to return to Vietnam, lost pasts

The Associated Press

ALPHARETTA, Ga. — Tanya Bakal
has spent much of her life running
from Nguyen Thu Kim Phung.

Three decades ago, she left that
name in Vietnam, along with her
biological mother and her culture,
when she was airlifted out as part
of the wartime “Operation Baby-

her biological roots.

“I never really needed to go
down that road,” Greene, 30, says.
“I want to thank all the heroes that
got us over here. That's what's
most important to me. We really
are all miracle babies.”

Long before talk of a return to
Vietnam, Bakal, now a mother of
three, began searching for informa-

Nation

tion about her birth mother.

She has collected mementos
from her past: her original passport
from Vietnam, the picture of her as
a smiling baby, newspaper clip-
pings recounting her story.

For weeks, she hasrunanadina
Vietnamese newspaper with her

baby picture, hoping her biological’

mother would recognize it and

; Babylift at a glanc

i Operation Babylift: More th
: 3,000 Vietnamese childrer
ther orphaned or given up
their parents — were airlift
of Vietnam during the war.
were brought to the USA,\
they were adopted by Am:

families.
:  The tragedy: Some of the ch

come forward. Bakal is hopeful that never made it. A C-5A carg

her return will also mean a reunion, from Vietnam crashed on
or at least answers to questions she 1975, killing almost half tt
is now ready to ask. : Thidru‘lets and ﬁt:lxtgrr;r; o bSE

I took this for granted when | P sy chﬂtmdrleLn s

flight out of Saigon will ret

was growing up, but now I really
Vietnam. Some hope to fir

feel like I'm a part of history,” she

says. “It would be so neat to be out F ByRicFeld. AP & pirth parents.
there and actually meet my moth- Amongoriginal 57:TanyaBakal : _ o
eL” shows her Vietnamese passport. : ¢

lift.” Next month, she hopes to find
them all.

Bakal's search will take her more
than 9,200 miles away to Saigon,
now named Ho Chi Minh City, with
19 other orphans from the first
wave of the effort that eventually
brought more than 3,000 Vietnam-
ese children to the USA.

They don't speak the language,
many of their names have changed
and some — including Bakal — don't
even know their real birthdays.

“Everyone has a beginning,” says
Bakal, who believes she is 31. “I
want to find mine.”

As a toddler, Bakal was amo
the 57 children — mostly babies, all
orphaned or given up by their ﬂ}])ar-
ents — on the April 2, 1975, flight
made by Ed Daly, former president
of World Airways. The plane took
off from a pitch-black runway, and
its lights were kept off in the air to
keep the Vietnamese military from
shooting it down.

News of the flight traveled quick-
ly, and the next day, President Ford
was deluged with telephone calls to
do something to save the children
of Vietnam. The government
brought thousands more children
out of Vietnam as Saigon was falling
that April.

Shirley Peck-Barnes, author of
The War Cradle, which documents
the legacy of Operation Babylift,
calls it the greatest humanitarian
gesture of the last century.

“This is the one thing about the
Vietnam War that made Americans

feel relief” she says. “They were
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OII [TUIl1 4 PITCN-DIACK runway, ana
its lights were kept off in the air to
keep the Vietnamese military from
shooting it down.

News of the flight traveled quick-
ly, and the next day, President Ford
was deluged with telephone calls to
do something to save the children
of Vietnam. The government
brought thousands more children
out of Vietnam as Saigon was falling
that April.

Shirley Peck-Barnes, author of
The War Cradle, which documents
the legacy of Operation Babylift,
calls it the greatest humanitarian
gesture of the last century.

“This is the one thing about the
Vietnam War that made Americans
feel relief” she says. “They were
saving children.”

“This is the one
thing about the
Vietnam War that
made Americans
feel relief. They
were saving
children.”

— Shirley Peck-Barnes,
author of The War Cradle

The Vietnam flight next month
was arranged by World Airways of
Atlanta for 20 of the orphans on the
first flight.

Bakal almost didn't make that
flight. She had been set to board a
C-5A cargo plane that crashed a few
days later, killing almost half the
330 adults and children on board.
Instead, she was among those hast-
ily boarded on the World Airways
flight.

Until recently, Vietnam was just
a birthplace for Bakal, her journey
out of Saigon simply a footnote in
her life, not a defining moment.

She was adopted by an American
couple, Reed and Laura Dilbeck, a
flight engineer and a hypnothera-

ist, and grew up in the then most-
ly white Atlanta suburb of Marietta,
where she tried to blend in and
wanted a face to match her South-
ern twang. As a teenage cashier ata
grocery store, she was called a
“gook” by a war veteran. She spent
years wishing her eyes were wider,
rounder, more Caucasian.

“All my life, I never wanted to
find them,” she says of her Chinese
mother, who lived in Vietnam, and
father, whom she believes was an
American soldier.

It was a feeling shared by many
of the Vietnamese adoptees grow-
ing up, Peck-Barnes says.

“Alot of the kids still feel a great
loss of their culture. Many have
Americanized and don’t want to go
back,” she says.

Vietnam War adoptee Wendy
Greene, who will be on the flight
with Bakal next month, has been to
Vietnam before and is making the
triF with her adopted mother, Che-
ryl. She says she’s not searching for

—
T —
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RETTA, Ga. — Tanya Bakal
much of her life running
yen Thu Kim Phung.

lecades ago, she left that
Vietnam, along with her
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irtime “Operation Baby-
month, she hopes to find
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«ddler, Bakal was among
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1 the April 2, 1975, flight
£d Daly, former president
Airways. The plane took
| pitch-black runway, and
w~ere kept off in the air to
Vietnamese military from
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her biological roots.

“I never really needed to go
down that road,” Greene, 30, says.
“I want to thank all the heroes that
got us over here. That's what's
most important to me. We really
are all miracle babies.”

Long before talk of a return to
Vietnam, Bakal, now a mother of
three, began searching for informa-

Nation

phans saved in 1975 ‘babylift’
return to Vietnam, lost pasts

tion about her birth mother.

She has collected mementos
from her past: her original passport
from Vietnam, the picture of her as
a smiling baby, newspaper clip-
pings recounting her story.

For weeks, she has runanadina
Vietnamese newspaper with her
baby picture, hoping her biological
mother would recognize it and

come forward. Bakal is hopeful that
her return will also mean a reunion,
or at least answers to questions she
is now ready to ask.

“I took this for granted when I
was growing up, but now I really
feel like I'm a part of history,” she
says. “It would be so neat to be out
there and actually meet my moth-
en’

Among original 57: Tanya Bakal
shows her Vietnamese passport.

S i,
By RicFeld, AP

: Babylift at a glance

Operation Babylift: More than

3,000 Vietnamese children — ei-
ther orphaned or given up by
their parents — were airlifted out
of Vietnam during the war. They
were brought to the USA, where
they were adopted by American
families.

The tragedy: Some of the children
never made it. A C-5A cargo plane
from Vietnam crashed on April 4,
1975, killing almost half the 330
adults and children on board.

The return: Next month, 20 of the

57 children on the first Babylift
flight out of Saigon will return to
Vietnam. Some hope to find their
birth parents.

i Source: The Associated Press
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OPERATION BABYLIFT

More than 3,000 Vietnamese children were
airlifted out of Vietnam during the war and
brought to the United States, where they
were adopted by American families.

War orphans: 30 years later

1975

TANYA DILBECK BAKAL is shown in a photo that
was sent to her adoptive parents, Laura and Reed Dil-
beck, in Marietta, Ga. from her Vietnam orphanage.

VIETNAM'S WAR ORPHANS TO RETURN

THE TRAGEDY

Some of the children never made it —a
C5-A cargo plane from Vietnam crashed on
April 4, 1975, killing almost half the 330
adults and children on board.

THE RETURN

Next month, 20 of the 57 children on the
first flight out of Saigon will retum to Viet-
nam, some hoping to find their birth par-

ents.

. 2005

The Associated Press

The Associated Press

TANYA BAKAL poses with her children, Ethan Bakal,
5, left, Casey Blevins, 10, center, and Samantha Bakal,
3, atapark in Alpharetta, Ga.

Twenty from ‘Operation Babylift' to return to Vietnam

By Errin Haines
The Associated Press

ALPHARETTA, Ga. — Tanya
Bakal has spent much of her life run-
ning from Nguyen Thu Kim Phung.

Three decades ago, she left that
name in Vietnam, along with her bio-
logical mother and her culture, when
she was airlifted out as part of the
wartime “Operation Babylift.” Next
month, she hopes to find them all.

Bakal’s search will take her more
than 9,200 miles away to Saigon, now
renamed Ho Chi Minh City, with 19
other orphans from the first wave of
the effort that eventually brought

e e - -

more than 3,000 Vietnamese children
to the United States.

They don’t speak the language,
many of their names have changed
and some — including Bakal — don’t
even know their real birthdays.

“Everyone has a beglnning,”
Bakal, who believes she is31, said. “I
want to find mine.” ¢

As a toddler, Bakal wasamong the
57 children — mostly babies, all
orphaned or given up by their par-
ents — on the April 2, 1975, flight
made by Ed Daly, former president of
World Airways. The plane took off
from a pitch-black runway, and its
lights were kept off in theair to keep

the Vietnamese military from shoot-
ing it down.

News of the flight traveled quickly,
and the next day, President Gerald
Ford was deluged with telephone
calls to do something to save the chil-
dren of Vietnam.

The government brought thou-
sands more children out of Vietnam
as Saigon was falling that April.

Shirley Peck-Barnes, author of
“The War Cradle,” which documents
the legacy of Operation Babylift, calls
it the greatest humanitarian gesture
of the last century.

See BABIES, A7
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n less than 24 hours

s to the head, according
‘her AP journalist at the

trucks riddled with bul-
38 stood nearby. Identity
ants and keys found on
 the bodies identified
s the owners of the truck
ong 11 truck drivers kid-

in the area last month,

next day, the bullet-
bodies of a judge, an
ion Ministry official and
'guard were discovered
1e same farm and taken
rby Iskandariyah Gen-
yspital, an official there
. fourth body viewed at
pital was found dumped
ajor road, with a bullet
in the head, he said. The
asked not to be named.
bodies of 10 Iragi sol-
vere found Saturday in
tleground city of Rama-
iiles west of Baghdad, an
r Ministry statement
1e men were shot, but no
details were provided.
s Sunni Arab-driven
:ncy regularly targets
ecurity forces, govern-
officials and others
.to be collaborating with
forces in the country.
are kidnapped and
mes killed to extort
re ransoms from their

there also have been a
of retaliatory attacks
1 armed Sunni and Shi-
1ps. Recently, they have
ed deadly bombings
gly targeting civilians
1e Shiite majority who
te Iraq’s first democrati-
scted government.
ding Shiite cleric, Sheik
al-Gharawi, and his
were Kkilled in a drive-
ting in eastern Baghdad
day, police said. Across
unmen in two cars shot
lled Industry Ministry
Col. Jassam Mohammed
»i and his driver.
3 more people, two of
:aarrying identification
'om local media outlets,
10t and Kkilled in their
the road to Latifiyah,
Mohsin, an official at
Mahmoudiyah General

1 eaid Qnldiare hrancht

Rashid Hamid al-Mullah Jawad
escaped unharmed, but three of
his guards were injured. Min-
utes later, a suicide bomber
dressed as a police lieutenant
blew himself up at a court
building just 500 yards away,
killing four policemen, police
Brig. Gen. Adil Mollan said.
Hospital officials said 37 people
were injured in the two attacks.

About 20 minutes later, at
least seven mortar rounds
slammed into a residential
neighborhood of the city, badly
damaging five homes and injur-
ing three men and one woman,
police said.

Rice acknowledged the secu-
rity problems Sunday, but said
Irag’s new government realizes
it must move quickly to write a
constitution that reflects the
full spectrum of ethnic and reli-
gious groups in Iraq and hold
fresh elections by year’s end.

Al-Jaafari confirmed his
commitment to increasing the
participation of Iraq’s disaf-
fected Sunni Arab minority in
the new political dispensation.

“We assert that our new
political system is a system that
respects people’s faiths and
respects pluralism,” al-Jaafari
told reporters. “It is a regime
that respects the rights of citi-
zens and respects their role in
the new institutions.”

Sunnis dominated under Sad-
dam Hussein’s brutal regime,
but most stayed away from
landmark parliamentary elec-
tions in January and they are
underrepresented in al-
Jaafari’s government.

It was Rice’s first trip to Iraq
as the top U.S. diplomat. When
Rice was President Bush’s
national security adviser, she
was a chief architect of the war
inIraqg.

In other developments:

m Australia’s top Islamic
leader said kidnappers holding
the Australian engineer Dou-
glas Wood hostage have indefi-
nitely extended their deadline
for the country’s forces to start
withdrawing from Iraq. The
Australian government has
refused to meet the demand.
Sheik Taj El Din al-Hilaly flew
to Baghdad last week to try to
negotiate the release of Wood, a

Nalifarnia racidant canturad
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Continued From A1
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“This is the one thing about

the Vietham War that made
Americans feel relief,” she said.
“They were saving children.”

The Vietnam flight next
month was arranged by
Atlanta-based World Airways
for 20 of the orphans on the first
flight.

Bakal almost didn’t make
that trip.

She had been set to board a
C5-A cargo plane that crashed a
few days later, killing almost
half the 330 adults and children
on board.

Instead, she was among those
hastily boarded on the World
Airways flight.

Until recently, Vietnam was
inct a hirthnlars far Ralral her

MENT

TANYA BAKAL
poses with her
original Vietnam
passport showing
{ her baby picture
during an inter-
view at a park in
Alpharetta, Ga.,
on April 27.
Bakal was one of
the original 57
Vietnamese
orphans on a
World Airways
Operation Baby-
lift April 2, 1975,
flight just before
the fall of Saig-
on. She is sched-
uled to return to
Vietnam for the
first time in June
when World Air-
ways brings
some of the
orphans back on
a flight dubbed
Operation Baby-
lift — Home-
wood Bound.

The Associated Press

is making the trip with her
adopted mother, Cheryl.

She says she’s not searching
for her biological roots.

“I never really needed to go
down that road,” Greene, 30,
said. “I want to thank all the
heroes that got us over here.
That’s what’s most important to
me. We really are all miracle
babies.”

Long before talk of a return
to Vietnam, Bakal, now a
mother of three, began search-
ing for information about her
birth mother.

She has collected mementos
from her past: her original
passport from Vietnam, the pic-
ture of her as a smiling baby,
newspaper clippings recount-
ing her story.

For weeks, she has run an ad
in a Vietnamese newspaper
with her baby picture, hoping
her biological mother would
recognize it and come forward.




vy manmoudiyan General —negotiate the release of wood, a

tal, said. Soldiers brought
bodios to the hospital, he

) suicide attackers struck
1 five minutes in a busy
own street in Bagouba, 35
northeast of Baghdad.
first, a car bomber, tar-
the provincial governor’s
y, police said. Gov. Raed

California resident captured
more than a week ago.

® The Sunni militant Ansar
al-Sunnah Army released a
video it said shows the after-
math of the ambush that led to
the capture of a Japanese secu-
rity contractor. The video did
not give any indication of Aki-
hito Saito’s fate.

The Associated Press

:TARY OF STATE Condoleezza Rice speaks at a news con-
+ held with Kurdish Democratic Party leader Massoud Barzani,
ring a surprise visit to Irbil in Kurdish northern Iraq on Sun-

to have to intensify their
to demonstrate that in
e political process is the
¢ for the Iraqi people.”
e than two years after
n’s fall, 85 percent of Ira-
nplain of frequent power
s, only 54 percent have
to clean water and
one-quarter of Iraqi chil-
uffer from chronic mal-
on, according to a U.N.
aqi survey released last

U.S. reconstruction
so has drawn criticism.
gators recently said U.S.
n authorities cannot
it properly for nearly
illion promised for some
rojects.

said the United States
e European Union will
)r a conference next

to attract additional
itional aid for Iraq. The
mce could go beyond
al pledges and include
ith the constitution and
ssues, Rice said.
constitution, due Aug.
he first critical test for
rernment. It is not clear

whether the document will
emphasize secular rule or have
an Islamist bent, or how big a
role the Sunni Arab minority
will have in writing it.

Also uncertain is the degree
of independence the document
will grant Iraq’s powerful Kurd-
ish minority.

In stops in the Kurdish

region and in Baghdad, Rice.

tried to nudge Iraq’s factions to
work together. She urged
patience while the new govern-
ment takes over.

“Things do not happen over-
night,” Rice said after meetings
with al-Jafaari and the defense
and interior ministers. She also
saw Ahmed Chalabi, the former
Bush administration favorite
who fell out with Washington
but now holds an important
post in the transitional
government.

“We talked about the impor-
tance of the political process,
which should be inclusive,” al-
Jafaari said. “The constitu-
tional process needs to be
inclusive.”

Rice also met with President
Jalal Talabani.

Until recently, vietmam was
just a birthplace for Bakal, her
journey out of Saigon simply a
footnote in her life, not a defin-
ing moment.

She was adopted by a white
couple, Reed and Laura Dil-
beck, a flight engineer and a
hypnotherapist, and grew up in
the then mostly white Atlanta
suburb of Marietta trying to
blend in, wanting a face to
match her Southern twang.

As a teenage cashier working

‘at a grocery store, she was

called a ‘“‘gook” by a war
veteran.

She spent years wishing her
eyes were wider, rounder, more
Caucasian.

“All my life, I never wanted
to find them,” she said, refer-
ring to her Chinese mother,
who lived in Vietnam, and
father, whom she believes was
an American soldier.

It was a feeling shared by
many of the Vietnamese
adoptees growing up, Peck-
Barnes said.

“A lot of the kids still feel a

The Associated Press
BAKAL plays with her son
Ethan, 5, at a park in Alpharetta,
Ga., on April 27.

great loss of their culture.
Many have Americanized and
don’t want to go back,” she
said.

Vietnam War adoptee Wendy
Greene, who will be on the
flight with Bakal next month,
has been to Vietnam before and

AIUA  WAVAUSILUL AUV YrUsasu

recognize it and come forward.
Bakal is hopeful that her return
also will mean a reunion, or at
least answers to questions she
is now ready to ask.

“I took this for granted when
I was growing up, but now I
really feel like I'm a part of his-
tory,” she said.

“It would be so neat to be out
there and actually meet my
mother.”

On the Net:

World Airways:
http://www.worldair.com

Hopes You Never Learn...

your free copy, cal

Fib yalgia?
“Free Report Reveals The Shocking Truth About the “secret”
Treatment Your Doctor Probably Doesn’t Know...And Likely

GREENVILLE, NC A new, free report has recently been released that
reveals the “untold story” behind fibromyalgia ?am Fibromyalgia
misdiagnosis and mistreatment is rampant and
unnecessary suffering. This free report reveals a natural procedure that is
tfz;lvmg fibromyalgia sufferers their “lives back.” - with “miraculous” results
or many. If you suffer from fibromyalgia you need this, no “gimmicks”
free report that is §1vmg hope to fibromyalgia sufferers everywhere. For

1 toll-free 1-800-203-8904, 24 hr. recorded message.

ads to countless years of

* Free Checking
* Commercial Checking
* Certificates of Deposit
* Mortgage Loans
* Consumer Loans
* Online Banking

* And More!

Come Celebrate With Us

907 E. Firetower Road
(252) 355-4644

Member FDIC

_ First South Bank

All The Bank You'll Ever Need

*Annual Percentage Yield. $500 minimum. Maximum deposit accepted $100,000. Available for individual investors only. A penalty may be
imposed for early withdrawal. CD special available only at Firetower Road location. APY is accurate as of 5/11/05. For a limited time only.
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Tiffany
Goodson,
showing a
hoto of
erself at an
- adoption
- agency in
Vietnam, is.
. among 20 men
' and women
Operation
. Baby Lift
. adoptees .
returning to
Vietnam, their
homeland,
next month.

Andy Holzman
Staff Photographer

Baby L1ft adoptees plan return to‘ Vietnam

By Lisa Fnedman — Wa.vhmgton Bureau

. : WASHINGTON
%4 1l her life, friends asked Tiffany Goodson if she planned to locate her birth mother or learn more about her role in
% the mass airlifts of infants to America from the overﬂowmg orphanages of Salgon durmg the Vletnam War.
““I don’t care — maybe someday,” came Goodson’s usual reply iR ]

Recently, that changed. S

Goodson, 30, who lives in Santa Monica and works as an event planner at the Mann Theatres in Encmo, started makmg
inquiries about her childhood. She connected with other men and women of Vietnamese descent who, like her, were among
the estimated 3,000 infants flown out of war-torn Vietnam in 1975 in an emergency humanitarian eﬁ‘ort that became
known as Operation Baby Lift.

Please see LIFT / Page 30




Adopted Vietnamese to

LIFT / From Page 1

Next month, she and 19 other
adoptees will return to Vietnam on a
trip sponsored by the airline that
conducted the first airlift. For
Goodson, the journey is both a chance
to connect with her roots and to thank
'{ll}ose who changed the path of her

e

“I'm just grateful fate brought me
where I was,” she said. “I’m just really
thankful it that (Operation Baby Lift)
happened.”

- Steven Forsyth, spokesman for the
Atlanta-based World Airways, said
the airline plans to re-create the route
of that April 2, 1975, trip. The
commemorative flight leaves Atlanta
on June 12 and also will include a
number of the pilots and crew
members, now long retired, who took
part in the airlifts.

For the orphans, Forsyth said, “It
will give them a chance to go back and
see their homeland and celebrate what
they’ve become.”

The history of Operation Baby Lift
began with Ed Daly, then the
president of World Airways. Troubled
by the suffering of Vietnamese
orphans, Daly was frustrated by the
U.S. government, which refused to
greenlight a rescue mission.

“He felt terrible that he couldn’t get
these children out when he had a
perfectly good airplane,” Forsyth said.
- He went ahead anyway, leaving
Saigon for Oakland with 57 children,
mostly babies, on a harrowing flight
from a pitch-black runway. Soon after
that first unauthorized flight, '

President Gerald Ford launched the School in North Hollywood, said he “I was able to tell them all their

U.S. mission that became Operatlon knows firsthand the difficulties of hopes and dreams were answered,” he

Baby Lift. K being a Vietnamese kid with said.
Reactlon to the mission was mixed.  Caucasian parents, particularly in This trip, Oxelson said, he will

Critics debated the pros and cons of ' Fresno, where he grew up. share with his girlfriend.

adopting children out of their culture. - But, as the son of a Vietnamese “Every time I’'m exposed to 3
‘Shirley Peck-Barnes, author of “The * woman and a black U.S. serviceman,  Vietnamese culture, I learn a little bit

War Cradle,” which chronicles the Oxelson also noted that “mixed kids more about myself,” he said. :

story of Operation Baby Lift and who  like me would have had a hard time Goodson, who was raised in

still keeps in touch with many of the (in Vietnam) as well.” Illinois, said she looks back with

. adoptees, said the mission was a Children like him, he said, “ were apprecmtmn on Operation Baby Lift, V

moral necessity for the U.S. reminders of the war, and not good calling it “a desperate measure to save ar d
“Ninety percent of the people in reminders.” - abunch of lives.” :

this country knew we had to do - Oxelson, like Goodson, ignored his = “People feared the klds would be

something to save these chlldren . history for much of his childhood in massacred by Communists,” she smd

Barnes said. favor of a “normal” American life. “They saw a need and stepped in.” A
Canh Ogxelson, 31, who Was About seven years ago, though, he Born out of wedlock, Goodson said tiret

adopted and came to the U.S. just made a trip to Vietnam with his her birth mother’s family insisted on = arri

before the official start of Operation =~ parents and actually found his ~ giving her up for adoption. ~ Goc

Baby'Lift, and now is the upper sarphanage and the very nuns who 4" Meanwhile, in the U.S., Pam Lipe and lear

school dean at the Harvard-Westlake  helped place him. her then-husband were con51der1ng A e T
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This trip, Oxelson said, he will
share with his girlfriend.

“Every time I’'m exposed to
Vietnamese culture, I learn a little bit
more aboyt myself,” he said.

Goodson, who was raised in
Illinois, saJd she looks back with
appreciation on Operation Baby Lift,
calling it “a desperate measure to save
a bunch of lives.”

“People feared the kids would be
massacred by Communists,” she said.
“They saw a need and stepped in.”

Born out of wedlock, Goodson said
her birth mother’s family insisted on
giving her up for adoption.
Meanwhile, in the U.S., Pam Lipe and
her then-husband were considering a

foreign adoption after giving birth to
a son.

With the end of the war, Lipe said,
adopting a Vietnamese orphan ¢
seemed the best route. She said she
still remembers sitting with other

“expecting” mothers in a VIP waiting
room at Chicago’s O’Hare
International Airport.

- “We're all in there waiting for our
new babies, and we’ve all got pictures
and we’re all showing each other the
pictures,” she said. “I’ll never forget -
that moment of seeing her come down
the walkway with the stewardess.”

As a child, Lipe said, Tiffany never
tired of heanng the story of her
arrival. But as a teen and young adult,
Goodson said she felt little urgency to
léarn about her history.

~Even now, as she prepares to return

The child of a
Vletnamese

- woman and a"

black U.S.

serviceman,

_ Canh Oxelson,

- now the upper
school dean at
the Harvard-
Westlake
School, also
came to the
States on
.Operation
Baby Lift.

" David
: StaffPshgzggrapher

'

to Vietnam, Goodson said, she has no
plans to track down her birth family.
Someday, maybe. But for now, she
said, she wants to focus on what she
considers her real family — the
woman who raised her.

She has asked her mother to be her
guest on the trip.

Lipe said the trip “feels like a
closure of some sort.” She said she’s -
ready to help her daughter learn more
whenever she’s ready.

“If it’s meant to be that she should
find her family, then she will,” Lipe
said. “I always have this romantic
notion that I meet Tiffany’s mother.
I’d just regale her with stones about
how great her daughter is.”

Lisa Friedman, (202) 662-8731 e
lisa.fiedman@Ilangnews.com
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‘Babylift’ orphans headed back to Vietnam

For some, the first return home in 30 years

By Cicero Estrella
and Leslie Fulbright

CHRONICLE STAFF WRITERS

A jet repainted with the stylized
red and white globe that World
Airways planes wore in 1975
touched down in Oakland on Sun-
day, the first stop in a journey re-
. tracing  “Operation  Babylift,”

*= which 30 years ago carried dozens

of Vietnamese orphans to their
new families in the United States.

On April 2, 1975, about two

weeks before the fall of Saigon to -

the communists ended the Viet-

" nam War, World Airways CEO

Edward Daly defied U.S. and Viet-
namese authorities to fly 57 Viet-
namese orphans from Tan Son
Nhut Air Base to America to be
adopted.

Three adoptees from the Atlan-
ta area arrived Sunday, smiling as
they descended a mobile staircase

» BABYLIFT: Page A5

¥ l

BRANT WARD / he Chronicle

Bahies no more, Tiana Mykkeltvedt (from left), Tanya Bakal and
Wendy Green arrive in Oakland on the way to Vietnam.




MONDAY, JUNE 13, 2005

Photos by BRANT WARD / The Chronicle

Ron Honeycutt, a former World Airways “Babylift” steward, traveled to Oakland with Wendy Green.

An ‘unbelievable’
reunion and return

» BABYLIFT
From Page Al

onto the tarmac, hugging and
laughing at the small crowd gath-
ered to meet them.

“We met for the first time two
months ago, and now we are like
giggling sisters,” said Wendy
Green, 30, who was 3 weeks old
when she came to the United
States. “This is unbelievable.”

The three women and 18 West
Coast adoptees who joined them
Sunday will head to Taipei this
morning. They expect to arrive in
Ho Chi Minh City, known as Sai-
gon when they left Vietnam, on
Wednesday. The 30th anniversary
trip is sponsored by World Airways,
which was based in Oakland from
1956 to 1987 and hauled soldiers
and weapons to Vietnam as a char-
ter airline during the war.

World grew into a major low-
fare passenger carrier before it
nearly went under in the
mid-1980s. It now flies cargo and
passengers around the world for
commercial and military clients,
according to the company’s Web

A World Airways plane gets signaled into Oakland International
Airport, the first stop for “Babylift” orphans returning to Vietnam.

site, which also says World is the
largest commercial carrier of U.S.
military personnel.

Daly, who died in 1984, spon-
sored three unauthorized airlifts in
the spring of 1975. The airline
briefly faced sanctions for his defi-
ance of U.S. officials. But the Amer-
ican public demanded that their
government follow World Airways’

lead, and it eventually flew out
about 4,000 Vietnamese children.

Pilots Ken Healy and Bill Keat-
ing, who led the first Babylift flight,
are joining the adoptees today on
World Airways Flight 101.

The group will tour Ho Chi
Minh City, visit an orphanage and
attend a dinner where they will
meet some of the people who

helped get them out of Vietnam.

Itwill be Tanya Bakal’s first time
back.

“I want to meet all the people
who saved our lives,” the 31-year-
old said Sunday. “It means so much
to see the people who worked so
hard to give us a second chance.”

Tiana Mykkeltvedt, 30, who re-
turned to Vietnam in 1997 to study
in the capital city of Hanoi, said this
trip will be much more meaning-
ful:

“This time, I get to share it with
the other adoptees and all the peo-
ple who made it possible for me to
be here.”

Ron Honeycutt, a flight atten-
dant on the first Babylift flight,
came with the women to Oakland
and said their first meeting has
been emotional.

“There have been lots of big
hugs and thank-yous,” he said.

World Airways spokesperson
Steve Forsyth said every adoptee
contacted for the reunion was en-
thusiastic about participating.

Attheageof 12, Jeff Gahr wasthe
oldest child on the first Babylift.
With his two brothers, he had been
orphaned eight years earlier when
their father, a South Vietnamese
soldier, died in battle and their
mother died in a car crash. As the
boys waited anxiously minutes be-
foretakeoff, South Vietnamese offi-
cials came on board and dragged
the eldest, now known as Jason
Trieu, off the plane.

The officials said the 14-year-old
was old enough to carry a rifle and
must join their army. Gahr and his
younger brother, Jeremy Scott,
now 42, made the 25-hour flight
from Saigon’s Tan Son Nhut Air
Base to Oakland without Trieu.

“The flight was already kind of
scary, but it became worse when
they took my brother away,” Gahr,
now 43 and an electrical engineer
in Lynnwood, Wash., said in a tele-
phoneinterview last week. “He had
taken over the parental role and
took care of us. They took away my
security.”

About three weeks after being
pulled from the plane, Trieu, now
44, was reunited with his brothers
in Wisconsin by a U.S. government
airlift.

After knowing only the ravages
of war, the brothers became care-
free kids for the first time. Gahr re-
members being fascinated by a so-
da vending machine.

“Buying Coke and then getting
exact change was amazing,” he
said. “We spent days playing with
that machine.”

They bounced around foster
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homes for two years before being
adopted by three separate families
in McMinnville, Ore., a farming
community ofabout 12,000 people.

Gabhr, Trieu and their wives will
join the 30th anniversary flight
when it departs Oakland today.
Scott was unable to clear his sched-
ule. :

Not everyone participating in
the reunion was part of the Baby-
lifts. Canh Oxelson, 33, was adopt-
ed from a Danang orphanage by a
Caucasian family from Minnesota
in 1972 when he was 10 months old.

Now dean of students at Har-
vard-Westlake High School in Los
Angeles, heisinvolved with organi-
zations that bring Vietnamese
adoptees together. Oxelson, who
found out about the reunion
through one of the organizations,

said he hopes thisvisit brings others
the sense of belonging he felt when
he first visited Vietnam in 1998.

“Thad nomemories of the place,
but I had a strange sense that I was
at home,” Oxelson said by phone.
“It’shard todescribe, butit’sa good
feeling.” ’

Oxelson convinced his friend
Tiffany Goodson, 30, who was 5
months old when she arrived on
the government airlift, to return
with him for her first visit. Good-
son, a Santa Barbara resident raised
in Minnesota and Illinois, expects
to be transformed.

“I anticipate it’'ll bring out a lot
of buried emotions,” she said.

E-mail the writers at
cestrella@sfchronicle.com and
Ifulbright@sfchronicle.com.
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BAKAL FAMILY
Tanya Dilbeck Bakal as an
infant in a photo sent to her -
adoptive parents in Marietta, Ga.,
from her orphanage in Vietnam.

Adoptees
of Vietnam
‘Babylift’
to pay visit

By Errin Haines
ASSOCIATED PRESS

ALPHARETTA, Ga. — Tanya
Bakal has spent much of her life run-
ning from Nguyen Thu Kim Phung.

Three decades ago, she left that
name in Vietnam, along with her bio-
logical mother and her culture,
when she was airlifted out as part of
the wartime “Operation Babylift.”

Next month, she hopes to find
them all.

Bakal's search will take her more
than 9,200 miles away to Saigon, re-
named Ho Chi Minh City, with 19
other orphans from the first wave of
the effort that eventually brought
more than 3,000 Vietnamese chil-
dren to the United States.

They don’t speak the language,
many of their names have changed,
and some — including Bakal —
don’t even know their real birth-
days. ;

“Everyone has a beginning,” said
Bakal, who believes she is 31. “I
want to find mine.”

As a toddler, Bakal was among
the 57 children — mostly babies, all
orphaned or given up by their par-
ents — on the April 2, 1975, flight
made by Ed Daly, former president
of World Airways. The plane took off
from a pitch-black runway, and its

i

Tanya Dilbeck Bakal pléys with her children, from left, Ethan Bakal,

RICFELD/ASSOCIATED PRESS

5, Casey Blevins, 10, and Samantha Bakal, 3, in Alpharetta, Ga., recently.
Bakal was one of the 57 Vietnamese orphans on Operation Babylift.

lights were kept off in the air to keep
the Vietnamese military from shoot-
ing it down.

News of the flight traveled quick-
ly, and the next day President Ger-
ald Ford was deluged with tele-
phone calls to do something to save
the children of Vietnam. The govern-
ment brought thousands more chil-
dren out of Vietnam as Saigon was
falling that April.

Shirley Peck-Barnes, author of
The War Cradle, which documents
the legacy of Operation Babylift,
calis it the greatest humanitarian
gesture of the last century.

“This is the one thing about the
Vietnam War that made Americans
feel relief,” she said. “They were sav-
ing children.”

Flip to RETURN on 32A

ADVERTISEMENT _

Car Accident Recently?

Denver, CO - A free report is now available to auto accident victims

that reveals the hidden truth about injuries caused by “low impact” auto
accidents, or “fender benders”. These hidden injuries are often overlooked by
emergency room doctors and left untreated, may lead to years of pain and
suffering... even arthritis. This free report reveals information most insurance
companies hope car accident victims never learn. To get your copy of this free
report entitled “The Hidden Truth About Car Accident Injuries!” call the
toll-free 24 hours recorded message at 1-800-735-0913.

®

Have
Are y

If you ansy
questions,
partinan
treatment-
therapy—/

What is

Chelation
amino aci
Some peo
heart dise
proven. Tl
therapy is

For more i
1.888.644.¢

or visit
www.ncean

| Was, Too. I'll He
Kid's Attitude A
Back In Control
Ja

Be

Ci

Tran

Is your child’s beh
crazy? Are you §
child who's disresf
obnoxious toward y
fight constantly - e\
verbal or physical a

You’re not alone. M
are trying to cope
behavior is out of
you can get your ki
and listen to you &



MONDAY, MAY 16, 2005

-ITY BILLS

selectricity bills with

cy Air Conditioner!

lifying
oling

AR
OB 117

436

(3]
BBB
i,

Turn to the Experts

NESDAY

\E 8th

b. SYRACUSE

T 1-25 & BELLEVIEW)

M to 3:00 pm

Companies interested in exhibiting
please call Lisa Yoshida : 303-820-1137

Return: Adoptees seek Vietham roots, history

Continued from 31A

The Vietnam flight next month
was arranged by Atlanta-based
World Airways for 20 of the orphans
on the first flight.

Bakal almost didn't make that
trip. She had been set to board a
C5-A cargo plane that crashed a few
days later, killing almost half the 330
adults and children on board. In-
stead, she was among those hastily
boarded on the World Airways
flight.

Until recently, Vietnam was just a
birthplace for Bakal, her journey
out of Saigon simply a footnote in
herlife, not a defining moment.

She was adopted by a white cou-
ple, Reed and Laura Dilbeck, a flight
engineer and a hypnotherapist, and
grew up in the then mostly white At-
lanta suburb of Marletta trying to

Wartime legacy

# “Operation Babylift”:
More than 3,000 Vietnamese
children — either orphaned or
given up by their parents — were
airlifted out of Vietnam during
the war and brought to the
United States, where they were
ado;ﬁed by American families.

e tragedy: Some children
never made it — a C5-A cargo
plane from Vietnam crashed on
takeoff April 4,1975, killing
almost half the 330 adults and
children on board.

@ The return: Next month, 20
of the 57 children on the first
flight out of Saigon will return to
Vietnam, some hoping to find
their birth parents.

blend in, wanting a face to match
her Southern twang.

As a teenage cashier working at a
grocery store, she was called a
“gook” by a war veteran. She spent
years wishing her eyes were wider,
rounder, more Caucasian.

“All my life, I never wanted to find
them,” she said, referring to her Chi-
nese mother, who lived in Vietnam,
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and father, whom she believes was a
U.S. soldier. )

It was a feeling shared by many of
the Vietnamese adoptees growing
up, Peck-Barnes said.

“A lot of the kids still feel a great
loss of their culture. Many have
Americanized and don’t want to go
back,” she said.

Vietnam War adoptee Wendy
Greene, who will be on the flight
with Bakal next month, has been to
Vietnam before and is making the
trip with her adopted mother, Cher-
yl. She says she’s not searching for
her biological roots.

“I never really needed to go down
that road,” said Greene, 30. “I want
to thank all the heroes that got us
over here. That’s what’s most impor-
tant to me. We really are all miracle
babies.”

Long before talk of a return to Viet-
nam, Bakal, now a mother of three,
began searching for information
about her birth mother.

She has collected mementos from
her past: her original passport from
Vietnam, the picture of her as a smil-
ing baby, newspaper clippings re-
counting her story.

For weeks, she hasrunanadina
Vietnamese newspaper with her ba-
by picture, hoping her biological
mother would recognize it and come
forward. Bakal is hopeful that her re-
turn will also mean a reunion, or at
least answers to questions she is
now ready to ask.

“I took this for granted when I was
growing up, but now I really feel like
I'm a part of history,” she said. “It
would be so neat to be out there and
actually meet my mother.”
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' Military and Justice Department witness-
es said extraordinary steps were being tak-

en to protect unspecified rights of prison- released.

Sy combarants e
Of the remaining 38, he said, 23 have been

T O —

ingway said: “I think we can hold them as

long as the conflict endures.”

Ric Feld | The Associated Press

Wendy Greene, right, who was an “Operation Babylift” orphan 30 years ago, and Atsuko Schlesinger, who was a flight atten-
dant during the airlift, display their emotions Wednesday during a welcoming ceremony at the Ho Chi Minh City Airport in
Vietnam. Of the 57 children originally airlifted, all were orphaned and ultimately grew up as part of U.S. families.

“Babylift” orphans revisit Vietnam

Having left their home
country as children ina
1975 rescue, 21 men and
women reunite to return
to a more peaceful land.

By Christopher Bodeen

The Associated Press

Ho Chi Minh City, Viet-
nam — Thirty years ago, they
left as children aboard a desper-
ate flight from war-torn Viet-
nam. :

On Wednesday, they re-
turned as 21 grown men and
women, visiting their now-
peaceful homeland to commem-
orate the first of the “Operation
Babylift” flights that eventually

- brought 3,000 Vietnamese chil-

dren to the United States.

“It’s coming home,” said

D{ZH Vér

‘Canh Oxelson of Los Angeles,

who was 10 months old when he

left Vietnam. “Though most of

us don’t have a lot of memories
of Vietnam, for some strange
reason it feels very comfort-
able.” : .
A total of 57 children were o
board the hastily converted
World Airways cargo DC-8 that
took off at night April 2, 1975.
Ho Chi Minh City, then called
Saigon, was about to fall to
North Vietnamese communist
forces, and the children, many
of mixed Vietnamese-Ameri-
can parentage, were seen as es-

pecially vulnerable to the priva-

tions expected to follow.

- Mostly babies, and all of them
orphaned or given up by their
parents, they grew up as part of
U.S. families. s p P

The adoptees arrived at the

) )0]3 2

Ho Chi Minh City Airport
aboard a World Airways DC-11
painted with the airline’s 1970s
red and white markings.

During their two-day visit,
they were to visit an orphanage
and a center for disadvantaged
children. Mostly busy profes-
sionals, they’ll start making the
long journey home Friday.

Bill Keating, a pilot on the
original flight, recalled taking
off without lights to foil North
Vietnamese anti-aircraft fire.
Former flight attendant Janice
Wollett still has pictures from
that night, faded images of ba-
bies strapped into nylon web-
bing or playing on the floor of
the plane with smiling airline
employees.

“The world is too small not
for all of us to care for each,”
Wollett said. “There was so

b/l6/05

much pain here.”

Not all the children survived
the trips. One Cs-A cargo plane
used in a later flight crashed,
killing nearly half the 330 chil-
dren and adults on board.

Those who made it became
more curious about their past
as they grew older, said Timo-
thy Linh Holtan, of Wheaton,
Md. Coming back to visit helps
soothe those yearnings, he said.

Yet for Tanya Dilbeck Bakal
of Alpharetta, Ga., the ques-
tions aren’t ever answered com-
pletely.

“Each time you come, you
find answers to questions you
didn’t even think of, or you ex-
perience some kind of emotion,
or you see something that trig-
gers something down here that
all of a sudden you have no con-
trol over,” said Bakal, 31.
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Chuong Trinh Operation Babylift Dua
Tré Em Mo Coi Ve Thaim Vigt-Nam
Operation Babylift Orphans

ai 5

Téc Gia Cao Ngd Lac
Saigon Tex News

Trong tuin ndy, khodng 100
em “Operation Babylift” — Khi
xua dugc dua qua My d€ trdinh
nan d6i khd, bénh hoan hoic bao
tan — Nay @i khon 16n va sé bay
trd lai Saigdn d€ thim vi€ng noi
sinh thanh.

Chuong tinh Homeward
Bound sé dua cdc em nay vugt
hon 9,200 miles d€n Saigdn, moi
chi phi dugc lo toan bdi World
Airways, ciing Vi céc tré md cbi
khéc trong dip di dinh cu tai My.

C4dc em ndy khong cdon néi
dugc ti€ng me dé, da s8 tén ho di
thay d8i vA nhiéu em — nhu em
Laura Garett & St. Louis — cdn
khong biét ngdy sinh nhit chinh
thyc 1a ngay nao.

Cic em s& khdi

hanh tir
A

NaLlland Ava Talvivae 1 AZa

World Airways, la ngudi c6
séng ki€n trong sy cifu trg cdc em
ndy tir thud xa xufa, va sau d6 mdi
ra ddi chuong trinh Operation
Babylift. Chuyé&n bay dau tién
ctia Daly cét cdnh tiY mét phi dao
t6i om ma khong ddm md dén vi

sd quén linh s& nd sting bén theo.
Khi mdy bay nay gap nan, khodng

nita s6 350 ngudi vita ngudi 16n
va tré em da thiét mang.

Tin téc vé chuyén bay dinh ;
ménh ciia Daly loan ra rit.
nhanh. T8ng thdng Ford rit bén |

ron v6i nhiéu ct dién thoai yéu
cdu sy trg gilip cho céc tré em tai

Viétnam. Trong vdng nim sau,

M§ d3 dem miy ngin tré em ra
khoi Viétnam true khi Saigon bi
mat trong thdng Tu sau d6.
Shirley Peck-Barnes, ba 12 Yo
cia mét dai t4 U.S. Air Force,
di tiimg cham s6c cho céc tré em

mA FAI ndu  CuAl dhXi LD shifn

—

Return To Vietnam

By Cao Ngb Lac
Saigon Tex News

 This week about 100 “Operation
Babylift” survivors — now-grown
iethangse infants once airlified

. to America to save them from

death by starvation, illness or
violence — will fly to Saigon to

_ visit the land of their birth.

Operation Homeward Bound
will take them more than 9,200
miles away to Saigon, all
arrangements donated by World
Airways, with other orphans from
the first wave of the airlifts.

They do not speak the language,
most of their names have changed
and some - like Laura Garett of
Arlington, Texas — do not even
know their real birthdays.

They will travel first from
Oakland to Taiwan, then to Saigon

adopted by American families.

Ed Daly, former president of
World Airways, inspired Operation
Babylift with his own early efforts.

Daly*s initial plane took off froma
pitch-black runway with lights off -

in the air to keep the Vietnamese
military from shooting it down.
When the plane crashed it killed
almost half the 350 adults and
children on board. :
News of Daly’s ill fated flight
traveled quickly. President Ford
was deluged the next day with
telephone calls demanding he do
something to save the children of
Vietmam. Throughout the next
year the U.S. brought thousands
of children out of Vietnam before
Saigon fell the following April.
Shirley Peck-Barnes, the wife of
a U.S. Air Force officer, ended up
overseeing the care of many of the
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nan d6i khd, bénh hoan hoic bao
tin — Nay dad khon 16n va s& bay
trd lai Saigon dé thim vi€ng noi
sinh thanh.

Chuong trinh Homeward
Bound s& dua cdc em nay vugt
hon 9,200 miles d&n Saigon, moi
chi phi dugc lo toan bdi World
Airways, ciing vi céc tré md coi
khic trong dip di dinh cu tai My.

Cic em nay khdng con néi
dugc ti€ng me dé, da s6 tén ho di
thay d8i va nhiéu em — nhu em
Laura Garett ¢ St. Louis — con
khong biét ngdy sinh nhét chinh
thyc 1a ngay nao.

Cic em s& khdi hanh t
Oakland qua Taiwan, 1di dén
Saigdn d€ dy tiéc tai dinh tdng
thdng.

Mii t6i hdm nay, Viétnam chi
12 noi sanh dé ciia céc tré em lai
My gi6ng nhu em Garret, ching
nhd rd ngay di khéi Saigdn ma chi
nghe moi ngudi k€ lai ma thoi.

Chuong trinh  Operation
Babylift dem hon 3 ,000 tré em
— md cbi hoic bd roi bdi cha me
- qua MY, ndi cdc em dugc nhiéu
gia dinh M§ nhin nudi.

Ed Daly, cyu gidm déc ciia

t6i om ma khong ddm ‘md den vi
s quin linh s& né stng bin theo.
Khi mdy bay nay gip nan, khodng
nita s8 350 ngudi virta ngudi 16n
va tré em da thiét mang.

Tin téc vé chuyén bay dinh
ménh cia Daly loan ra rit

nhanh. T8ng thong Ford rit ban

ron véi nhiéu cd dién thoai yéu
clu sy trg gitp cho céc tré em tai
Viétnam. Trong vong nim sau,
M§ da dem mdy ngan tré em ra
khdi Viétnam trudc khi Saigon bi
mat trong thdng Tu sau d6.

Shirley Peck-Barnes, ba 1a vg
clia m{t dai t4 U.S. Air Force,
da titng cham séc cho céc tré em
md cbi ndy. Sudt thdi k¥ chién
tranh Pai Han, ba ta 1am viéc
tai Okinawa, khi ba chitng ki€n
canh “nhifng tré em dau khd vi
chi€n tranh.” .

Trong nhifng ngdy cudi thing
Ba 1975, ba ta nghe tin trén dai
radio loan bio vé& céc tré em
bi bd rdi sau chi€n tranh; ba rit
budn va d3 bat khéc.

C6 mot nha thuong tai Denver
ma di bj bd ph€ kh4 1au va nay
di dugc ba Bamnes tu bd lai. Ba
di chia dugc t6i 600 tré em Viét

Doc Memorial trang 02
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to America to save them from
death by starvation, illness or
violence — will fly to Saigon to
visit the land of their birth.

Operation Homeward Bound
will take them more than 9,200
miles away to Saigon, all
arrangements donated by World
Airways, with other orphans from
the first wave of the airlifts.

They do not speak the language,
most of their names have changed
and some — like Laura Garett of
Arlington, Texas — do not even
know their real birthdays.

They will travel first from
Oakland to Taiwan, then to Saigon
where they will participate in a
banquet at the president’s palace.

Until recently, Vietnam was
just a birthplace for Vietnamese-
Americans like Garret, whose
journey out of Saigon is simply
something she has been told about
but can not remember.

Altogether Operation Babylift
brought more than 3 ,000
Vietnamese children - either
orphaned or given up by their
parents — out by airlift to the
United States, where they were

frave
in the air to keep the Vietnamese | bi

military from shooting it down.
When the plane crashed it killed
almost half the 350 adults and
children on board.

News of Daly’s ill fated flight
traveled quickly. President Ford
was deluged the next day with
telephone calls demanding he do
something to save the children of
Vietnam. Throughout the next
year the U.S. brought thousands
of children out of Vietnam before
Saigon fell the following April.

Shirley Peck-Barnes, the wife of
a U.S. Air Force officer, ended up
overseeing the care of many of the
infants. During the Korean War
she served as an Air Force civilian
secretary on Okinawa, where she
saw “children of war in distress.”

During one of the last days of
March 1975, on a snowy Denver
evening, she heard on the car radio
about the children of Vietnam
that were left behind. The story
brought her to tears.

Barnes was administrator of
a health care facility that had
previously served as a children’s
hospital in Denver, but had since

Please See Memorial page 02

By Henry Bui
Saigon Tex News

Free blood testing is available
this Sunday, June 12, at the VN
TeamWork Center (VNTW),
11210 Bellaire Blvd, Suite 118,
from 9 am to 12 pm. The Harris
County Area Agency on Agency
is sponsoring these tests along
with Cathy Home Care, including
blood pressure, cholesterol, and
blood sugar test.

Low-income families can
also apply for children’s health
insurance.

If you intend to receive either
the cholesterol or blood sugar test,
please be aware that you must fast
in the moming before the test.

High blood sugar levels may
indicate the possibility of diabetes
which, if not treated quickly with

medication and proper nutrition,

=
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may lead to further complications,
including blindness or even
death.

High cholesterol can also lead
to other serious health problems,
including heart disease. If you

think you may have any these
problems, the Center encourages
you to come to the health
screenings.  The sooner the
problem is diagnosed and treated,
the more effective the treatment

Free Blood Testing This Sunday For the Vietnamese
Community at The VN TeamWork

Center

will be.

In addition to the testing, low-
income families with children up
to 18 years of age can apply for
children’shealth insurance through
the AmeriGroup Corporation. The
insurance rates will depend on
the number of family members,
the income level, and family
expenses. For qualified families,
the fees will not be over $18 per
month. Parents who are interested
in applying can come to VNTW at
the same date and time as above. °

Other free health services are -
available every Sunday from
9 a.m. until noon. For further
information, please come to the
VN TeamWork Center located at
11210 Bellaire Blvd, Suite 118 at
Boone, in Fountain Square, across
Hong Kong City Mall or please
call 281-827-8019 from 10:00
AM to 7:00 PM.
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BABYLIFT: Chudng Trinh Operation Babylift Pua Tré I

Mo Cdi Vé Thim Vigt-Nam
Operation Babylift Orphans Return To Vietnam

THOI THEO TRANG 1

md ¢bi, va di thu nhin dudc rit nhiéu thyc
phdm cung cap t¥ McDonald.

Ba cim thi'y ndi cin tu bd nay 12 mdt nhiém
vu thiéng liéng cia minh d€ cttu gitip cdc tré
em nan nhén ciia chién tranh. B2 nghi riing
budi chiéu diy tuyét roi dinh ménh d6 da xui
khién ba rdi vin phong sém hon moi khi; dé
18i nghe dugc tin vé c4c tré em ciia ViétNam
cin syt trg gidp.

Ba néi trong cudn séch “The War Cradle,”
“T6i 1a ba me c6 bon dda con, k& c3 hai difa
sinh d6i va mot dita con nudi. Toi khong chiu
ndi khi thdy tré con bj ddy doa dau khd, di 1A
Viét Nam hay bAt cif sic dn ndo. Téi khong
nghi riing moi sy trén ddi ndy t nhién n6 x3y
ra; ngugc lai, ching xdy ra do mdt sy xdp
dit huyén bf ndo d6.” Theo ba, chuong trinh
Operation Babylift 12 mft vigc ar bi vi dai
nhAt cla th€ ky vira qua.

“Piy 1a mot viéc thién d8i véi cdc tré em
da khi€n cho ngudi My nhe nhdm phin nao
trong vin @& chién tranh ViétNam,” ba n6i.

B2 Barnes néi 12 rdt nhiéu dita tré, nay da
ngodi 30 tudi, cAm thiy ring thua thiét rdt
nhi€u vi ching bi€t gi nhiéu vé phong tuc
va vin hod clia nuéc Viét Nam. “Rét nhiéu
em di bi My héa vad khéng mubn trd vé
Viét Nam. Céc em nay khong cé cha me¢ va
khong con gi luyén ti€c manh dat d6; nhung
nhiéu em khéc rdt hén hd tham gia chuy&n
di ndy.”

Ba di ding cdc minh vdi quin 4o cla
cdc em mic d€ may lai thinh mot tdm luu
niém véi tdt c chit ky clia cic em. Mot tim
dugc ting cho téng thdng Ford d€ td long
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bi€t on. Cdn mdt tAm nifa bd s& mang theo
qua Vi¢tNam trong chuong trinh Operation
Homeward Bound.

Cb Laura Garett 12 mdt trong nhitng tré
em rdi Saigdn hon ba thdp nién trudec. CH
13 bd cha me va qué hudng xit s& khi ¢6 méi
dugc chin thdng.

“Pi v& ViétNam khi€n t6i cim thdy rit
hinh dién véi nguén géc Viét cla t6i. Toi
ciing rit hdnh dién 12 ngudi My hién nay. Ai
ciing ¢6 mot sy bit diu mdi. To6i khdi ddu
6 13 ViétNam, va by gid 12 ngudi My.” cb
Garret tim sy ring cb nghi cha me c6 déu Ia
ngudi ViétNam.

Trong s8 c4c em dudgc cifu v6t trong chudng
trinh Operation Babylift c¢6 khodng phin
nifa I3 trong s& 40,000 con ctia linh My dé€ lai
sau chién tranh. )

C6 Garett dén St. Louis vao thing Tu 1974.
Mot gia dinh bic s My, v6i ba géi va hai trai,
d4 nhén c6 1am con nudi. Ho dufa cd qua s6ng
tai Columbia, Missouri, ndi c6 16n 1én. Nay
d3 31 tudi, c6 di day nhac trong chin nim
qua tai ba trudng miu gido tai Texas.

“Héi d6 khi t6i con 12 tré md cbi tr
ViétNam t6i bi thi€u dinh duSng va ddu moc
chi chit myn 18. N&u khéng dugc gia dinh
My nhén nudi thi ti c6 1& da chét rdi. Va c6
1& t6i s& khong dugc sy ty do song, hoc hdi
va san sé nhif ngdy hom nay,” c6 Garett n6i.
Cb t6i Texas vi cb dugc hoc bdng tai trudng
Texas Tech.

Ba Barnes, sinh nhat hém June 2 13 ba
diing 78 tudi, s& tham gia chuyén di ViétNam
d€ hét Iong déng gbp trong phdn xoa diu ndi
dau chi€n tranh Viét Nam.

g

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

fell into disuse. She arranged for the
building to house eventually 600 Vietnamese
orphans, and for McDonald’s to donate
thousands of meals. |

She saw this site, a haven for children in
distress twice within a century, as a visible act
of destiny. She has often reflected that had she
left her office earlier, as planned, she would
not have heard the newscast and would have
missed her moment in history.

“I'was the mother of four children, including
twins and an adopted child. I couldn’t hear
of the suffering of children, Vietnamese or
others, and not be torn apart by it. I do not
believe things happen by accident, I am more
inclined to believe they happen by design,”
said Barnes, who wrote her story in “The
War Cradle.” She calls Operation Babylift
the greatest humanitarian gesture of the last
century.

“This is the one thing about the Vietnam
War that made Americans feel relief because
it was about the children,” she said.

Barnes said a lot of the children, now in their
30s, still feel a great loss for their culture they
never knew. “Many have Americanized and
don’t want to go back. They have no parents
there that they know of and don‘t want to be
reminded of it but this trip will mean much to
those that are going on it;" she said. '

She has made quilts from the remnants of
clothes the children wore and had many of
the children sign the quilt. One quilt went
to President Ford out of gratitude. She will
bring one with her to Vietnam on Operation

Homeward Bound.

Laura Garett is one
more than three dec:
biological parents ar
when she was nine n
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1g Trinh Operation Babylift Pua Tré Em

16 Cdi Vé Thim Vigt-Nam
Babylift Orphans Return To Vietnam
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fell into disuse. She arranged for the
building to house eventually 600 Vietnamese
orphans, and for McDonald’s to donate
thousands of meals. i

She saw this site, a haven for children in
distress twice within a century, as a visible act
of destiny. She has often reflected that had she
left her office earlier, as planned, she would
not have heard the newscast and would have
missed her moment in history.

“I was the mother of four children, including
twins and an adopted child. I couldn’t hear
of the suffering of children, Vietnamese or
others, and not be torn apart by it. I do not
believe things happen by accident, I am more
inclined to believe they happen by design,”
said Barnes, who wrote her story in “The
War Cradle.” She calls Operation Babylift
the greatest humanitarian gesture of the last
century. §

“This is the one thing about the Vietnam
War that made Americans feel relief because
it was about the children,” she said.

Barnes said a lot of the children, now in their
30s, still feel a great loss for their culture they
never knew. “Many have Americanized and
don’t want to go back. They have no parents
there that they know of and don‘t want to be
reminded of it but this trip will mean much to
those that are going on it she said. '

She has made quilts from the remnants of
clothes the children wore and had many of
the children sign the quilt. One quilt went
to President Ford out of gratitude. She will
bring one with her to Vietnam on Operation

Homeward Bound.

Laura Garett is one of those who left Saigon
more than three decades ago. Garret left her
biological parents and the country of her birth
when she was nine months old.

“Traveling to Vietnam makes me proud of
my Vietnamese heritage because I learn about
my Vietnamese heritage, but it really makes
me proud to be American. Everyone has a
beginning. I began as a Vietnamese but 1 am
an American,” said Garret. She believes both
her parents were Vietnamese.

At least half the babies flown in Operation
Babylift were some of the 40,000 babies left
behind by American military fathers during
the war.

Garett arrived in St. Louis in April 1974.
A Caucasian physician’s family, with three
sisters and two brothers, adopted her. They
took her to Columbia, Missouri where she
grew up. Now 31, for nine years she has been
an orchestra teacher to fifth and sixth grade
students at three Texas public elementary
schools.

“As an orphan in Vietnam I know 1 was
malnourished and arrived here with boils
on my head. I might have died had I stayed
there and not been adopted by the physician
that assimilated me into his family. I never
would’ve had freedom to live, learn and love
there the way I have here,* said Garett. She
came to Texas after earning a music education
scholarship at Texas Tech.

Barnes, who turned 78 on June 2, travels
the country reporting on her efforts to bring
relief after the Vietnam War.
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Courage Revisited—

August 2005

World Airways Returns to Vietnam

By Bob Shane

The Vietnam War ended on April
30, 1975, with the fall of Saigon.
During the weeks leading up to this
climactic event, humanitarian
organizations were anxiously look-
ing for ways to evacuate the thou-
sands of orphaned Vietnamese chil-
dren that the conflict had produced.

On April 2, 1975, Ed Daly, World
Airway’s maverick president and
owner, in what most regard as a
heroic act, departed Tan Son Nhut
Air Base in Saigon aboard a DC-8
cargo aircraft carrying 57 orphans
headed for Oakland, Calif. This
flight was the first of a series of
flights, which became known as
“Operation Babylift.”

In April of this year, World
Airways announced that it would
commemorate the historic airlift
that the company made 30 years
ago with a special flight that would
return 21 of the former orphans for
a visit to the country of their birth.

It was 1 p.m. on June 12, when a
shiny World Airways MD-11, fresh-
ly re-painted in the same red and
white company colors worn by the
fleet in 1975, landed at Oakland and
taxied to the KaiserAir ramp. World
personnel immediately began the

By Bob Shane

1 Oakland in the
1950s. Steve

| Grossman, direc-
tor of aviation
for the Port of
Oakland, began
his speech by
welcoming
World Airways

| home. Randy
Martinez, the
CEO of World

8 Air Holdings
stated, “We’re
here to honor our
heritage and rec-
ognize the con-
tribution of our
employees.”
The passenger
manifest for
World Airways

b G

process of getting the aircraft ready
for the start of “Operation
Babylift—Homeward Bound 2005.”
That evening, there was a recep-
tion held at Fisherman’s Wharf in
San Francisco. The invitees includ-
ed everyone that would be departing
on the special flight the next morn-

“Operation Babylift” adoptees pose with former World Airways chairman of the boal
Airways CEO Randy Martinez (second from left), and General Ronald Fogleman (USAF ret.), World Airways
chairman of the board (right end), prior to boarding the commemorative flight in Oakland.

ing, World employees and retirees,
and the media.

The next morning, just prior to
departure, there was a press confer-
ence at KaiserAir across from
Hangar 5, which was World
Airways’ original hangar when the
company set up operations in

rd Hollis Harris (left), World

B ———— —

Flight #001 con-

tained 112

names, several
right out of 30-
year-old newspaper headlines.
Included were pilots, flight atten-
dants and other World personnel
that had risked their lives to save
orphan children and refugees. There
were decorated Vietnam veterans
and distinguished members of
World’s board of directors, manage-
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ment team and their guests.

Then of course, there were the
special 21 orphans that were the
focus of Operation Babylift. A mod-
est press contingent accompanied
the group to cover what for many
would be an emotional experience.
For a journalist such as myself, this
was a great opportunity to meet the
faces behind the headlines. It was
exceptional to be able to travel back
to actual locations where history
was made and be able to relive his-
tory through the eyes and minds of
those that made history!

For those on board, the trip would
answer many personal questions;
for some it would fulfill a solemn
promise made a long time ago.
Many new friendships would be
forged. Everyone, without excep-
tion, felt this would be the trip of a
lifetime.

Following the press conference,
the passengers boarded the World
Airways MD-11. Sitting on the
ramp at Oakland, the jet airliner
was stunning in its newly applied
retro paint scheme. In fact, it looked
so good that when CEO Martinez
first saw the airplane, when it was

_being painted by Delta, he com-
mented, “We’re in trouble. When
the employees see it, they’ll want us
to paint them all.” Inside, the air-
craft was configured for 291 pas-
sengers, made up of 24 first class
seats and 267 coach seats. The
flight crew consisted of four pilots
and 12 flight attendants, who pro-
vided an exceptlonal business class
food service.

Right on schedule, at 10:45 am.,

we were racing down the runway at‘ -
Oakland. Captain Franklin dipped

the left wing as we passed near San
*Francisco, heading out toward the
Pacific. Once off the California
coast, the aircraft was established
on a heading that would take us
close to Adak, Alaska, where we
would then pick up Airway NP220,

‘the most northern standard route to f

Asm Next stop Taipei.

Airport Journals

World Airways fight atsendarts Carol Shabata (tondicd)
and Valerie Witherspoon (kneeling) play with the Vietnamese
orphans on the historic evacuation flight on April 2, | 975.

After a story-filled 13-hour flight
to Taipei, Taiwan, we landed at

- Chiang Kai Shek International

Airport where the aircraft was

- ground handled by Eva Air, one of
World’s customers. The stop would

making it a
opportunity
4 to rest up fc
the next
day’s visit t
Ho Chi Mir
City, or if
you prefer, Salgon
Upon arrival in Ho Chi Minh Cit
there was a press conference held :
a VIP room inside the Tan Son Nh
airport terminal. Vietnamese offi-
cials, including the deputy mayor ¢
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World Airways flight attendants

and Valerie Witherspoon (kneeling) play with the Vietnamese
orphans on the historic evacuation flight on April 2, 1975.

After a story-filled 13-hour flight
to Taipei, Taiwan, we landed at
Chiang Kai Shek International
Airport where the aircraft was

- ground handled by Eva Air, one of
“World’s customers. The stop would

you prefer, Saigon.
Upon arrival in Ho Chi Minh City,
there was a press conference held in
a VIP room inside the Tan Son Nhat
airport terminal. Vietnamese offi-
cials, including the deputy mayor of

Ship 805 was the World Airways DC-8 used

on the original Operation Babylift flight.
be overnight, the city, were in attendance. After
making it an breezing through immigration, the
opportunity group boarded modern tour buses
to rest up for and headed downtown to a brand
3 the next new Sheraton Hotel. Less than two
jare) Shabaiq sy day’s visit to years old, it was perhaps the finest
Ho Chi Minh hotel in the city, with service stan-
City, or if dards comparable to any Sheraton

in their worldwide system. The
hotel is characteristic of the eco-
nomic boom that Vietnam is now
enjoying as a result of the U.S. lift-

World Airways continued on page 12-B
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World Airways continued...

ing what remained of its trade
embargo in 1994.

The next day’s schedule included
a tour of the city and an orphanage
run by catholic nuns, a boat ride on
the Saigon River, and the finale,a
gala dinner at the Presidential
Palace, which is now the
Reunification Palace. During the
evening event, Shirley Peck-Barnes,
author of the book, “The War
Cradle,” which documents
Operation Babylift and its legacy,
presented a quilt she made to our
Vietnamese hosts. It was a special
quilt in that it was made from the
baby clothing worn by the otphans
when they left Vietnam in 1975.
Additionally, it was signed by the
passengers traveling on the World
Airways commemorative flight.
Today, the palace is a museum and
is used for receptions and special
events. For me, it still remains a
symbol of the end of the war. I’'m
sure we all remember the picture of
a North Vietnamese tank smashing
through the fence and entering the
grounds of the palace.

The next morning, motor coaches
transported the group back to Tan
Son Nhat Airport for the 14-hour,
non-stop flight to San Francisco. It
was another opportunity to hear
more war stories and learn of the
adoptees’ impressions of the coun-
try of their birth.

By Bob Shane

Airport Journals

Operation Babylift piI:ns Ken Healy (left) and Bill Keating (right) on the flight
deck of the MD-I | that made the commemorative trip back to Vietnam.

The first Babylift flight

Pilots Bill Keating and Ken Healy
flew the original Operation Babylift
flight from Saigon on April 2, 1975,
and were honored guests on the
commemorative flight. Their
accounts of that historic flight and
other flights they made during the
final weeks of the war read like a
Hollywood script. Keating is now
90 years old and Healy is only six
months his junior. While they both

had major roles in shaping historic *

events, the central protagonist was
Ed Daly.

Daly was the colorful non-conven-
tional president and owner of World

Airways. It was rumored that when
he acquired the airline in 1950, he

‘paid for it with $50,000 in poker

winnings. Often characterized as a
combative, hard drinking, pistol-
packing Irishman, he also had a
generous side. Operating in a war
zone, the tough-talking Daly wore a
safari suit with a green beret or a
bush-styled hat and always carried a
38 caliber pistol. He enjoyed flying
around the world in his two private

“aircraft, a B-23 once owned by

Howard Hughes and a Convair 440
painted in 14 different shades of
green, with a shamrock on the tail
and a leprechaun painted next to the
entry door. Daly called his Convair
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Colonel Dennis “Bud”Traynor (USAF ret.) was
the aircraft commander on the C-5A babylift
flight that crashed on April 4, 1975.

the “Jolly Green Giant.”

Of the tens of thousands of Asian
refugees that immigrated to the
United States following the end of
the Vietnam War, the most dramatic
evacuations involved orphaned
babies and abandoned children.
During the final weeks of the war,
humanitarian organizations were
asking the U.S. government to for-
mulate a program for the evacuation
of Vietnamese orphans. Despite
these pleas for help, nothing seemed
to be happening. The process was
completely entangled in a sea of
bureaucratic red tape. Something
significant needed to happen to
break the stalemate.

On April 2, 1975, the 52-year-old
Daly made the extreme decision to
use one of his DC-8s to airlift
orphaned children out of Saigon.
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World had been using their DC-8s
on the rice lift, flying rice from
Saigon to Phnom Penh in
Cambodia. The pilots wore helmets
and flack jackets because the field
at Phnom Penh was always under
fire. 3
Normally, the ground time was 11
minutes to unload 100,000 pounds
of rice; the crew always kept the
number three engine running.
During one trip Keating made into
Phnom Penh on March 5, 1975, the
aircraft was hit by a 105-mm round
while it was unloading rice.
Thinking the aircraft was .disabled,
the USAF ground officer informed

Keating that the aircraft would have -

to be moved out of the way and be
destroyed. :

“I have a little bit of a problem
_ with that,” Keating stated. “Mr.
Daly wouldn’t like that!” ¥

Keating inspected the aircraft.
While the hydraulic system was
damaged, the fuel system was OK,
so Keating decided the aircraft was
flyable and flew the DC-8 back to
Saigon with the landing gear down.
The aircraft was later repaired.

Keating would be the captain on
the first leg of Operation Babylift
from Saigon to Yokota Air Base in
Japan. Captain Ken Healy would fly
the Tokyo to Oakland leg. As the
day progressed, it didn’t appear any
progress was being made. Neither
the South Vietnamese nor U.S. gov-
ernments sanctioned Daly’s flight.
For one thing, the DC-8 was config-
ured for cargo and it had no seats.
They were telling the various organ-
izations wanting to evacuate chil-
dren that the plane was unsafe.
~ Ross Meador, the 20-year-old co-
director of overseas operations for
the Friends of Children of Vietnam,
came out to the airport to meet with
Daly. Meador hoped to get some of
the orphans in his care on the flight
to Oakland. Daly offered to take the
children, but the main concern was
whether the South Vietnamese gov-
ernment would let them leave.

Airport Journals

Michelle Meador (left) and Ross Meador (right) visiting the Phu My Orphanage

in Ho Chi Minh City. Meador was the co-manager of the orphanage that
put 57 orphans on the first babylift flight from Saigon to Oakland.

Meador had taught them in route to
the airport, “California here I
come.”

The floor of the DC-8 cabin, cov-
ered with blankets, pillows and
cardboard, would soon be a giant
playpen in the sky. South
Vietnamese soldiers came aboard
the DC-8 and took off two of the
orphans who appeared to be at least
14 years old and consequently eligi-
ble for service in the Army. Daly
tried to buy the children with a hun-
dred dollar bill, but the soldier
wouldn’t take it. Jeff Gahr was one
of the orphans on the flight; it was
his brother Jason that the soldiers
removed. :

“I didn’t know if I would ever see
my brother again,” he stated.

Daly tore the bill and gave Jason
half as a souvenir. He did make it to
the U.S. on one of the subsequent
evacuation flights. All these years,

he kent the ecanvenir Wa had i+ laes

flight out of his own pocket.

Jan Wollett, one of the flight
attendants on the original flight,
seems to remember it as if it were
yesterday.

“As we approached San Francisco,
it was a perfectly clear night,” she
said. “It seemed like every light was
turned on.”

As some of the orphans looking
through the aircraft windows shout-
ed, “America, America,” Wollett
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began to cry.

After landing in Oakland, the Red
Cross came on board to take the
children.

“Thank God we did it,” Wollett
then said. “Thank God Mr. Daly
had us do it!”

The next day, April 3, President
Gerald Ford declared Operation
Babylift a national initiative. Using
mostly military aircraft, 30 flights
were planned to evacuate orphaned
babies and children. On April 4, the
first authorized flight was attempted
from Saigon using a C-5A Galaxy.

Twelve minutes into the flight,

. disaster struck. The aircraft was

climbing through 23,000 feet when
it experienced explosive rapid
decompression. The rear ramp and
pressure door blew out, severing all
of the elevator control cables to the
tail and disabling two of the air-
craft’s four hydraulic systems.
While trying to return to Saigon, the
aircraft crashed in a rice paddy. Of
those on board, 138 perished and
176 survived. Subsequent military
flights were flown using the C-141
Starlifter.

The last flight
From Da Nang

During the final weeks of the
Vietnam War, thousands of refugees
tried to escape from Vietnam and
the advancing communist troops
coming from the north. In Saigon,

World Airways continued on page |4-B
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ernments sanctioned Daly’s flight.
For one thing, the DC-8 was config-
ured for cargo and it had no seats.
They were telling the various organ-
izations wanting to evacuate chil-
dren that the plane was unsafe.

~ Ross Meador, the 20-year-old co-

director of overseas operations for
the Friends of Children of Vietnam,
came out to the airport to meet with
Daly. Meador hoped to get some of
the orphans in his care on the flight
to Oakland. Daly offered to take the
children, but the main concern was
whether the South Vietnamese gov-
ernment would let them leave.

It was early evening and there
were rumors that the Viet Cong
might attack the airport. Daly had
Meador contacted, advising him
that he was going and Meador need-

ed to get the children out to the air-

plane. The orphans arrived at the
DC-8 singing a new song that

R s v D
As some.ofthe orphans looking
through the altcraﬁ windows shout-
ed, “America, America,” Wollett
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orpha.ns ‘who appeared to be at least
14 years old and consequently ehgl-
ble for service in the Army. Daly
tried to buy the children with a hun- il
dred dollar bill, but the soldier
wouldn’t take it. Jeff Gahr was one
of the orphans on the flight; it was
his brother Jason that the soldiers -
removed.

“I didn’t know if I would ever see
my brother again,” he stated. ’

Daly tore the bill and gave Jason
half as a souvenir. He did make it to
the U.S. on one of the subsequent
evacuation flights. All these years,
he kept the souvenir. He had it lam-
inated, and brought it with him on
the commemorative flight.

The first Operation Babylift flight
took off from Saigon in darkness;
the airport had turned the runway
lights off. The DC-8 departed with-
out a formal clearance to take off or
a flight plan filed. Daly paid for the
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Daly heard that there were refugees
roamm]gI around the airport in Da
Nang. He told World Airways pilot
Ken Healy that he was thinking of
sending a couple of Boeing 727
passenger planes up to Da Nang, to
evacuate refugees.

So, on March 29, 1975, Healy and
Daly departed Saigon for Da Nang.
Healy talked to the tower before
landing and was advised that the
airport was peaceful. However, once
on the ground and taxiing to the
ramp, the aircraft was mobbed,
mostly by deserting South
Vietnamese soldiers who were
dressed in civilian clothing. The
officers had fled, leaving the young
enlisted men to fend for themselves.
Healy kept all three engin€s running
as Daly blocked the rear entry
stairs, trying to stop the soldiers and
pick up women and children. Men
driving trucks, cars, jeeps and
motorbikes chased the 727, desper-

Airport Journals

g ate to get on the aircraft.
 Overhead, an Air

America helicopter
pilot advised Healy

over the radio that the
runway was blocked

with vehicles and he

‘needed to take off on

the taxiway, which was

7,000 feet long. A

newsman that had got-

ten off the 727 had to
 be left behind because
the crowd pushed hum

out of reach of the
plane. Healy asked the

_Air America pilot if he

- could pick him up
later

A grenade ‘went off3t"

damagmg theleft: -
_wing, and the plane

Jennifer Noone (left) was on the last Oberation Babui fight. had.to dodge bullets as-

from Saigon. Noone and her adoptive mother Lgna stand.  angry men left behind

near the memorial site where a ceremony was held in Ho
Chi Minh City for her first adopted Vietnamese daughter,
Heather, who died after arriving in the U.S.

- fired at the plane. As

the airliner started its
takeoff roll on the taxi-
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way, soldiers climbed into the lug-
gage compartments, leaving the
doors open. The rear stairs were
damaged and couldn’t be raised all
the way. Fuel lines had been hit and
the aircraft was leaking fuel. As
Healy continued his takeoff roll, he
realized that he would have to go
around a vehicle that was parked on
the taxiway in front of him. A quick
detour through the grass and he was
back up on the taxiway with every-
thing fire-walled for the balance of
the takeoff. He pulled back on the
control column, but the nose would-
n’t come up.

“I waited until there was no pave-
ment under me then gave the con-
trols one last pull,” he said.

- The stick shaker went off as the
plane finally rotated and started a
slow climb. Several men clinging .
to the open stairs fell to their death.
At least one person was crushed in
the wheel well doors. The flight to
Saigon was flown at low altitude.
Captain Healy, not knowing the
conditions of the landing gear,
carefully put the 727 down on the
runway.

The plane, which normally car-
ries 125 passengers, had a total of
268 in the main cabin.
Additionally, the cargo compart-
ments were full of stowaways. It’s
estimated that the last flight from
Da Nang carried over 330 peo-
ple—undoubtedly, the world record
for the number of passengers ever
carried on a Boeing 727.

Subsequent to the commemorative
flight World made in June 2005, I
met Wayne Lannin, a helicopter
pilot for HTS Helicopters. During
our discussion, I discovered he flew
helicopters for Air Americain
Vietnam from 1970 to 1975.
Amazingly, he was the pilot Healy
talked to on the radio during his
ordeal, while on the ground at Da
Nang.

On that day, he was operating a’®
Bell 204.

“WWa had haan warbina an cattins




268 in the main cabin. -
: ‘Addmonally, the cargo compart— et
ments were full of stowaways. It’s
estimated that the last flight from -
Da Nang carried over 330 peo- -
ple—undoubtedly, the world record
for the number of passengers ever
carried on a Boeing 727.

Subsequent to the commemorative
flight World made in June 2005, I
‘met Wayne Lannin, a helicopter
- pilot for HTS Helicopters. During
our discussion, I discovered he flew
helicopters for Air Americain
Vietnam from 1970 to 1975.
Amazingly, he was the pilot Healy
talked to on the radio during his
ordeal, whlle on the ground at Da
Nang.

On that day, he was operating a
Bell 204. ; : ;

“We had been working on gettmg
embassy people out of Da Na.ng
he said.

Orbltmg over the airport, La.nnm
had a unique vantage point. He
watched the World 127 land and
head for the ramp.

“What happened next was like a
- bad movie,” Lannin said. :

 He saw the aircraft being mobbed
and people being blown away by
the jet blast as they tried to stop the
plane; =i B
AeaiLtold the pilot, ‘Don't go to the
~ runway; they’ve got you blocked.
 Go to the taxiway,” he recalled.

He watched as Healy started his
takeoff down the taxiway, went
around the vehicle, and then went
off the end of the taxiway into the
red laterite d1rt, sendmg upa huge
cloud of dust. :

“I thought he was history, when
all of a sudden I saw him rising up
~out of this cloud of dirt,” he said.
“My last radio transmission to the
727 was ‘Nice Job World" It went i
unanswered.”
- When Healy and Lanmn got
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together recently to discuss events
of that historic day, Healy thanked
Lannin for the assistance he ren-
dered and for going back and rescu-
ing the newsman left behind. It
wasn’t until now that Healy knew
that the newsman had been rescued.

An opportunity
to say thank you

Seven members of the original
crew were on board the World
Airways Operation Babylift com-
memorative flight. Of the 21
orphans that made the journey back
to Vietnam, five were on the first

babylift flight. Many of the orphans

took the opportunity to say thank
you to the people that evacuated
them from Vietnam.

Jeff Gahr, who spoke on behalf_of
the orphans at the press conferences
and other formal gatherings, personal-
ly thanked the Americans for the love
and care shown him 30 years ago.

“You opened up a world of oppor-
tunities for me that I never dreamed
were possible,” said Gahr, who was
adopted by an Oregon family and
now works for Boeing as an electri-
cal engineer in Seattle.

Flight attendant Atsuko, who
crewed the original flight, always
wondered if Jeff ever got together
again with his brother Jason, after
the soldiers had taken Jason off the
flight. She was happy to find out
that they were reunited.

Jennie Noone, who was evacuated

Airport Journals

A group of Vietnam vets pose for a picture next to the World Airways commem:
atTan Son Nhat Airport. From the top down, L to R: Collin Bakse, Capt. Bob Franklin,

Lt. Col. R.T. Tanner (ret.), Maj. Kelly Irving (ret.), Col. Roger McElroy (ret.),

Lt. Col. Jim Dyer (ret.), Gen. Ronald Fogleman (ret.) and Brig. Gen. Ken Peterson (ret.).

on the last flight, sent a letter to
President Ford in which she said,
“Thank you for giving me a chance
at life and for uniting me with a
beautiful family.”

Jared Rehberg composed and
recorded a CD that included
“Waking up American,” which he
dedicated to the birth parents he
never met. Rehberg performed his
song at the Reunification Palace.

Lana Noone’s first adopted
Vietnamese child, Heather, died

shortly after arriving in the United
States. When she arrived at JFK
Airport on April 23, 1975, she was
very ill. She had been hospitalized a
number of times and never weighed
more than six pounds.

Noone made a promise to Heather
that she would never be forgotten
and that she would have a memorial
service for her in the country of her
birth. The commemorative flight
enabled her to keep that promise.

The best investment
. you'll ever make
- in vour King Air.

orative MD-1 |
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Unanswered
questions resolved

For a long time, Ross
Meador, who put the 57
orphans in his care on the
World Airways babylift flight
30 years ago, wondered if he
~= had made a mistake.

“Maybe they would have
been better off staying in
their own country,” he said.

The commemorative flight
i has reinforced the feeling
that his action probably
saved their lives.

Vietnam vets return

Also returning to
B Vietnam—almost all of them
B for the first time—were a
~ distinguished group of
Vietnam Vets. On board the
special flight was General
Ronald Fogleman (USAF
ret.), who flew 315 combat
missions and is currently the chair-
man of World Airways. He put in
two tours, the first in 1968 flying F-
100s with the 3rd Tactical Fighter
Wing, the “Buzzards of Bin Hoa,”
and a subsequent tour flying F-4s.
He was rescued after being shot
down on Sept. 12, 1968, in an F-
100.
Colonel Dennis “Bud” Traynor
(USAF ret.) was the young Air
Force captain and aircraft com-

World Airways continued on page 16-B
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mander of the ill-fated C-5A that
crashed on April 4, 1975, during the
first military flight of Operation
Babylift. a

Lt. Col. James Dyer (USMC ret.)
put in three voluntary tours of duty,
one with the Navy, and two as an
artillery officer with the Marines.
Dyer also served in the Colorado
State Legislature as both a senator
and a representative. After departing
Saigon, Dyer experienced a stream
of tears, which he says was “a cul-
mination of emotion from the whole
trip.” :

Capt. Bob Franklin, the command
pilot of the MD-11 commemorative
flight, was a Marine fighter pilot in
Vietnam during the period of
August 1969 to August 1970. He
flew 275 combat missions in F-4s,
while based at Chu Lai. For
Franklin, visiting Vietnam was an
opportunity to visit a country in
transition.

“As we turned south on airway
W15 from directly overhead Da
Nang, I had a flood of memories
flash from 35 years earlier,” he said.
“The ‘popcorn’ cumulous clouds *
reminded me of the FAC’s (forward
air controller’s) white phosphorous
smoke marking targets. This was
my combat area. To the west I could
make out several landmarks in
Laos, where we lost aircraft.”

He said his squadron alone lost

Airport Journals

Ex-Air America pilot Wayne Lannin, who
helped World Airways pilot Ron Healy
during his harrowing “last flight
from Da Nang.”

nine airplanes during his year in
combat.

“Below and to my left I saw the
enormous Hoi An river valley
where hundreds of missions were
flown,” he said. “To my far left I
could make out Chi Lai and the
twin runways of the fighter base.
My best thought was seeing a coun-
try at peace—wishing that if only
the 40,000 people named on that

Skyways Turbonormalizing
System gives me sea-level
“manifold right up to 21,000 fey

Flying sea-level manifold at Rocky Mountain altitudes was more 1

granite wall in Washington, D.C.
could see this nation, finally, after
30 years starting to embrace a num-
ber of the ideals for which they
gave their lives.”

It would appear that time does
heal all wounds, and in the after-
math of the Vietnam War, the heal-
ing process has taken hold. The cur-
rent Vietnamese prime minister has
vowed to continue working on find-
ing the remains of U.S. servicemen,
and adoption between our two
countries has been reopened. Even
Nguyen Cao Ky, the flamboyant
and colorful commander of the
South Vietnamese Air Force, a
prime minister and vice president,
who spent his life in exile in
California after the war, has
returned to Vietnam, where he
wants to live the remainder of his
days.
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A history of
humanitarianism

Going all the way back to the air-
line’s inception, World Airways has
a history of performing humanitari-
an missions. In 1956, its DC-4 air-
craft airlifted Hungarian refugees to
the U.S. More recently, it has flown

“relief flights in Bosnia and Somalia.

Its philanthropic propensity has
earned it a reputation as the “small
airline with a big heart.”

Wherever there are trouble spots
throughout the world, you will find
World Airways on the front lines.
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It’s the largest carrier of U.S.

troops. With a fleet of only 17 air-
planes, it has managed to capture
the lion’s share of the Defense
Department’s business.

Following the U.S. invasion of
Iraq, World was the first to operate
a commercial flight into Baghdad. .
When the airport in Kabul,
Afghanistan is secure enough, the

“airline will launch air service con-

necting Kabul with Washington,
D.C. Humanitarian organizations
like the Red Cross and the U.N.
turn to airlines like World to trans-
port personnel and supplies to the
real hot spots where most other air-
lines won’t go.

Ed Daly may have passed away in
1984, but his “can do” spirit lives
on at World Airways. The idea to do
an Operation Babylift commemora-
tive flight on its 30th anniversary
mostly came from CEO Randy
Martinez. It reportedly took two
years of planning to make the flight
happen; by the way, both the U.S.
and the Vietnamese governments -
authorized it. )

The management at World
Airways is to be commended for
having the resources and inclination
to pay homage to their airline’s her-
itage, particularly being in an indus-
try where survival is the full-time
focus. It was a great flight and I’m
sure that all 112 passengers will for-

~ ever regard it as the trip of a life-

time. :
Thank you World Airways!

Call David Leis
or Trent Tubbs
today for your
No-Cost,
No-Surprises
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