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"I wish I just could have kept the memories I had that were 
so happy. I wish tnis trip never happened." .. 

, -He1d1Bub 

'Danang' reopens 
the hidden 

I • 

ids ; wounds of war 
ing 
to 

ort Documentary follows daughter's 
rJ~ bittersweet return to Vietnam 
ne 
101 
be 
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1at 
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!C-
nd 

By Marilyn Elias 
USATODAY 

2002 Daughter From Danang 

Mother and daughter: Mai Thi Kim and Heidi Bub are 
reunited in 1997. The "healing" journey was bittersweet 

"shower" is a bucket of water. Her 
mom, arthritic and unable to work at 
61, clings tightly to Bub. Soon the young 

More than 2,000 children were flown woman feels "like I was the parent, and 
out of Vietnam on the US. "babylift" the parent is the child." 
just before Saigon fell in 1975, and only To her siblings, she seems unin1agina-
a handful would reunite with their bio- bly wealthy, and they ask her to help 
logical parents. them support their mother, a common 

Heidi Bub, 34, considered herself one custom in Vietnam. 
of the fortunat«! few. "It's going to be so Bub, the wife of a Navy officer and 
healing for both of us," Bub predicts on mother of two small children, has 
the way to meet her Vietnamese moth- brought presents and offers cash. But 
er, Mai Thi Kim. "It's going to make all 'the family's bold requests for more 
those memories go away and all those seem mercenary and insulting when 
lost years not matter anymore." she had expected unconditional love 

ftlmmakers Gail Dolgin and Vicente with no demands. 
Franco discreetly follow Bub's 1997 "re- "She couldn't understand that their 
union" journey to its shocking emo- requesting money didn't in ~ay di-
tional climax in their Academy Award- minish their love for her," Do · says. 
nominated documentary, Daughter "She wanted to be a little girl, n care 
From Danang. of by her mother," but the fihn reveals 

The fihn, winner of the coveted "she's going to be seen as the caretaker." 
Grand Jury Prize at the Sundai:ice film Viewers of the fihn eavesdrop on 
Festival, is rated as a dark horse for an scenes of raw pain and misunderstand-
Oscar at the awards ceremony Sunday ing. Bub sobs at the lethal betrayal she 
night · feels .. "I wish I just could have kept the 

The majority of airlifted children memories I had that were so happy. I 
were babies or toddlers, either or- wish this trip never happened" 
phaned or abandoned by mothers too Her brother, Do Trong Tmh, is my~-
poor to feed them. But some, such as 6- fled: "What's wrong? I was just asking 
year-old Mai Thi Hiep her to help her fam-
( renamed Heidi), ily. •.. Shesurecries 
were older children easily." 
sent to the USA be- Klin, Bub's mother, 
cause they were bira- looks ashen with 
cial and would have grief as she recogniz-
been treated like pa- es the cultural gulf 
riahs in postwar Viet- separating her cllil-
nam. dren and senses she 

Bub's mother had could lose this 
three children when daughter a second 
her husband sudden- 2002 oaughterFromDan•ng time. She tells the 

, • ly left to fight for the Filmmakers: Vicente Franco others to stop plead-
Viet Cong. She man- and Gail Dolgin's work is up for an ing for money. 
aged to find a job at a Oscar Sunday night "All I want is for 
US. air base. Kim said you to be happy with 

er American boss offered to provide your family," Kim tells her American 
'jplenty of food and dothimt for lier chil- daughter. "Seeing you is what matters." 
..llren..in1eturn__fouex.___WhenJ:he...ser- .J3utJt's .. dear there...won'.t..be much of 



0~J.mda , A ril 9, 2000 

~~ietnaDl general 
te,nects on war 
Is d t h 1 ' of age - his right eye occasionally ,• urge O e P twitches, and he need~ · t~ick 

.ht n•+tl.O'"'S pouefty .glasses to read. _But ~peaki~: m a · 
a :u 'Y' strong, clear v01ce, he remlillsced 

Greg Myre . fo! more than tw_o .hour~ S8:turday. 

i ssociated Press with a group of _3ournahsts at qie 
' . red-carpeted Government Gues-
ANOI, . Vietnam - . Gen. Vo thouse, and made clear that his 
y~n Giap• mastermmded ,the revolutionary fire still burns 

. rrill~_war tha~ dro~e the Amer- strong. On ID1htary from Vietnam, and 
itfti, at 88, he's inviting them back 
; but this time as a friend. 
:J}ressed in an olive military uni-

E .with four gold stars on each 
Ider, the somewhat reclusive 

p succumbed Saturday to a bar-

I of media requests seeking his 
ections on the Vietnam War, 
ch ended 25 years ago this 

1DQilth with the '. communist victory 
that reunited the country. 

In recent years, Giap has also 
:met with his former American ri-
. vals, who asked Giap the secrets of 
his guerrilla warfare. He told Rob- . 
ert McNamara, the U.S. defense 
secretary for much of the war: 
"You saw only our backward 
weapons. You left out the most im-
portant factor, the strength of the 
Vietnamese people." 

·1HE UENVER l'OST 

The Associated Press / Richard Vogel 
Retired Vietnamese Gen. Vo 
Nguyen Giap talks to the media 
Saturday in Hanoi on the eve of 
the 25th anniversary of the end 
of the Vietnam War. 

Americans are not only welcome ~-------------------------1 
back, said the white-haired gener-
a.1, but they have an obligation to 
i:eturn and rebuild ijle impover-
i~ed southeast Asian nation where 
more than 58,000 Americans and 
ari estimated 3 million Vietnamese 
died in the conflict. 

"We can put the past behind, but 
we cannot completely forget it," 
Giap said. "As we help in finding 
missing U.S. soldie,rs, the United 
States should also help Vietnam 
overcome the extremely enormous 
consequences of the war." . 

The United ~tates has refused to 
talk about war repar~tions, al-
though Americans are negoti~ting 
to share research on the effects of 
Agent Orange and other toxic defo-, 
liants that U.S. planes sprayed to 
strip away cover for their enemy. 

The W,o j:ounti-ies ie~ablished;. • 
diplom~i~ .telinlollli I J,tve years 
ago, a lijili e1. ~uml>er opp.s. firms , 
have in - money, flld Ameri-
can po ;i ls) _iji'y seeping 
into t , )$t~_f _ ~al Viet-
names J., . .,. .,·· 1 

Still, -~<:~n· be awkward, 
with th~" . t seettihg mo_rnl in 
deter011n,Ini _ t~e J11t., 16fajjj1J'. ing · 
soldiel) 'and~-Vietnam~ · k• 
ing for additt,oiial rnonef~~~~~ 
nology to~ilev~_1loji "an ~:@ ~i~Y.-·, 
where the a'ver~ge. ~. . ~k s 
roughly: a doUar·.M .,1 •. f .... ~:- ;-. 

Giap seldq_lJ}-apjlyrs m public or 
grants lnteriiews,·· .. t111111gh he. ls.Jhl\,. . 
most pi'9minen,t.:\'i~l!illl:el , 
still livJAg -frd'ilMne war -jlra. His 
only bat\Te D01!\', he said,'is "to win 
the difficult war against poverty 
and backwardness." 

The former general shows signs 

,., ••• t -..' 

'J Et a'n -rf'rJi~ o ~$ :•AU> er t , '; -i"' ;,;It;, . ' ', ' \;. 
::JI 

:, J• Denver 
CH~rry Creek • t.arirne~ ·Squar~ :.·,.. <:-~~·¥ead~ws· ·,.; · 

31.:377,.,2007· '•i -~- >, 303-534-4277 ,• ,.' 7)-03~:199~Qg,10 , 
·)}1S·\l;t~· ~:i mder Fort,Co/lio( :'. J~~1ti: ~- ,, . , 
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The wortd of aviation is only one mouse .. cfkk awayH 

World Airways Cargo Back To Saigon Babylift 
Date: Saturday, April 02, 2005 @ 9:27 AM CEST 

Topic: Cargo 

World Airways recalls a time, 30 years ago today Friday (April 1 ), when the 
Atlanta ACMI carrier was based in Oakland, California, serving military 
contracts and flying to various destinations, including Vietnam. 

On April 1, 1975, World Airways moved 57 children out of war ravaged 
Saigon, Vietnam to safety in the United States. In an act of supreme passion 
and courage, the children traveled aboard an unauthorized flight, a move typical 
of take-charge World Airways owner, Ed Daly. 

Ed Daly, a former golden gloves boxer, was also a pistol-packing character of 
the post World War II era. Wearing a green beret, he dreamed the impossible 
dream, slicing through red tape with the help of his DC8s and B727 s. 

Described as more of a swashbuckling "Man of La Mancha", millionaire 
businessman Ed Daly made headlines when he took it upon himself to evacuate 
people out of places like Danang and Saigon as the Vietnam War wound down. 

A camera aboard a World B727 captured one unforgettable moment as the 
aircraft rolled down the runway for takeoff, the aft aircraft tail ladder being 
drawn up just in time. 

Terrifying images appeared on televisions around the world. Everyone watched 
as desperate people tried to run in pace with the jet, the successful few clinging 
to stairs and the wheel wells of plane. 

The initial flight carried a total of 218 refugees, including 57 babies. 

The flight landed safely in the United States to a welcoming committee of 
World Airways personnel. Children and adults alike were taken in by the airline 
staff and cared for as if they were family. 

http://www.luchtzak.be/modules.php?name=News&file=print&sid=8224 11/2/2005 



.. 

VN Embassy : Homecoming brings Babylift full circle Page 1 of3 

US-VN relations 

Foreign Policy 

Learn about Vietnam 

Consular Services 

Travel to Vietnam 

About the Embassy 

News 

Feedback 

Sitemap 

Weblinks 

Search 
I I.Iii 

Homecoming brings Babylift full circle 

06/17/2005 - VN/US relations 

HCM CITY - Twenty-one children who departed Viet Nam on the US's Operation Bab 
thirty years ago completed their long journeys yesterday when they returned to visit Viet 

Yesterday aftenoon at Tan Son Nhat Airport, Randy Martinez, present World Air Holdi 
said that his company was "completing the Operation Babylift story with the return 
special people to their homeland." 

Calling this trip Operation Babylift - Homeward Bound, Martinez said that even thot 
children were raised in America, they were born in Viet Nam and this country "holds 
place in their hearts." 

Thirty-year-old Tiana Mykkeltvedt, who previously returned to Viet Nam in 1997 to stI 
Noi, said that this trip would be more meaningful. 

"This time t get to share it with the other adoptees and all the peple who made it possil 
to be here," she said. 

Today, the group including some of the crewmembers who flew the Operation Babylift 
tour the city, visit the Christina Noble Foundation, which is supporting and s 
disadvantaged children, and the Phu My Orphanage. The group will depart again fort 
Friday. 

In April 1975, before the impending fall of the Sai Gon Administration, World AKY. 
executive officer and founder Edward Daly, who died in 1984, used his company's an 
planes, which had been used to haul soldiers and weapons to Viet Nam, to bring 57 Vi 
orphans from Tan Son Nhat Airport to America to be adopted. 

World Airways briefly faced sanctions, according to reports in the San Francisco Chrc 
humanitarian groups working with orphans in Viet Nam were advocating that the 
government undertake an emergency evacuation. 

Then-US President Gerald Ford announced on April 3, 1975, that Operation Babylift 
some of the estimated 70,000 orphans out of Viet Nam with US$2 million from a spec 
aid children's fund. 

http://www.vietnamembassy-usa.org/news/story.php?d=200506l 7021613 11/2/2005 
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Return to Vietnam 
October 16, 2005 

By Jim Dyer I Special to the Herald 

In late April 1975, the defenders of Saigon didn't. 
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A Soviet-built T-38 tank of the Socialist Republic of (North) 
Vietnam smashed through the front gate of the (then) 
Presidential Palace of the Republic of (South} Vietnam. (The 
shooting war there was over. It continues here, in many broken 
hearts and minds.) 

Thirty years later, June 2005, a contingent of about 100 
Americans rolled uncontested through that same portal in air-
conditioned buses. The renamed Unification Palace in the 
renamed Ho Chi Minh City was host to a banquet honoring the 
return of 21 former Vietnamese orphans. These former 
orphans are now of course adults, and, as adoptees, are all 
proud, successful Americans. 

But in the dark days of April 1975, their future was likewise 
dark. 

Enter World Airways. 

World had been, among many chartered missions, hauling rice 
into Cambodia. At the urging of his daughter Charlotte, World 
President Ed Daly recognized the plight of the many GI-
fathered children in harm's way and dispatched a DC-8 to 
Saigon's Tan Son Nhut Air Base. There awaited more than 200 
orphans. Authorities turned them away. Daly was undeterred. 
And one orphanage bravely sent 57 children on the 
unauthorized flight. 

According to the Official World Airways Newsletter. 'World's 
Flight Attendants improvised to find milk, food and supplies for 
the trip . . ,. Wth courage and determination, Capt Bill Keating 
accelerated down a dark runway .... They arrived in Oakland, 
Calif., to welcoming throngs and overwhelming media 
coverage, which led President Gerald Ford to approve 
additional flights under 'Operation Babylift. •• 

At its condusion, Babylift brought about 3,000 children to the 
United States. (Tragically, an Air Force C-5A cargo sustained a 
catastrophic decompression at 23,000 feet while exiting the 
Vietnam coastline. Control lines were severed. Only the heroic 

p. 

Cole 
Dtil 

J. 

http://www.durangoherald.com/asp-bin/article ____generation.asp?article _ type=travel&articl. .. 10/19/2005 
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bosto11.com THIS STORY HAS BEEN FORMATTED FOR EASY PRINTING 

Vietnam Babylift adoptees welcomed home 30 years on El1T£RS · 

June 15, 2005 

HO CHI MINH CITY (Reuters) - Most of them left Vietnam when they were too young to grasp the significance 
of the flight across the Pacific Ocean in the dying days of the Vietnam War, but this trip they will remember 
forever. 

"I am so overwhelmed and none of us ever thought it would be like this," said Wendy Greene, who was just 3 
weeks old when "Operation Babylift" caught the wor1d's imagination in the dying days of the Vietnam War. 

It flew nearly 3,000 orphans out of Saigon and on Wednesday, Greene was among 21 of them back in the city 
now called Ho Chi Minh City and awash with budding entrepreneurs, not panicked people looking for safety in 
the middle of war. 

"This warm welcome is a great, great memory that I will hold for a very very long time," she said as 
government officials and folk dancers welcomed the group at a red carpet ceremony. 

Greene was one of 57 orphans rushed onto a cargo plane of Atlanta-based World Airways during the night of 
April 2, 1975 and later adopted and brought up in the United States. 

Ken Healy, who flew that plane and returned with the group, said he took off from an unlit runway to avoid 
gunfire from advancing North Vietnamese troops. 

"Our effort at the time was on getting out and we didn't think beyond that," he told Reuters Television at Tan 
Son Nhat Airport. 

"We never thought they would be coming back here." 

Operation Babylift took an additional 2,547 children out of South Vietnam - 602 to other countries and 1,945 
to the United States. More than 91 percent of these children were under 8. 

While many came back to look for their Vietnamese parents and relatives or simply to come to terms with their 
past, some said they were looking for business opportunities. 

"I hope to return and even open a IT business here," said 35-year-old computer scientist Jonathan Groth from 
Buffalo, New York. 

"Our leaders will always create every favorable condition for you to do business here to the benefit of both 
sides," Lam Van Ba, deputy chief of staff of the Ho Chi Minh City People's Committee told the group. 

© 2005 The New York Times Company 

http://www.boston.com/news/world/asia/articles/2005/06/15/vietnam_babylift_adoptees_w... 11/2/2005 
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Vietnam _becomes a tourist trap 
HO CID MINH CITY, Vietnam 

- Americans and others , 
hete are buying blazing red '.;•' 
Vietnamese caps, the ones , 

with a bright yellow star on the crown. 
They can buy counterfeit U.S. Army 

wobbly, a model 
for no other na-
tion. The nearby 
.dominoes have 
fallen, all right 
- but into the 
arms of Goldman 
Sachs. 

dog tags and green pith helmets of the 
type once worn by the North Vietnam-
ese Army and, if they want, they can go 
out into the countryside to see the tun-
'nels where the Viet Cong once lived 
and, for $1, fire a round from an AK-47. 
This is the w·ay the Vietnam War has 
finally ended, not as tragedy and not as 
farce, but as kitsch. 

It has been 25 years since the fall of 
this city, then Saigon, and even longer 
since I met a one-armed Vietnam vet 
at a massive anti-war demonstration in 
Washington. He took me to the ampu-
tee ward of Walter Reed Army Hospi-
tal. He knew the men there - the ones 
with no anps or no legs and the one I 
will never forget. He opened his bath-
robe to show me what had happened to 
him. His groin was gone. 

The waste, the sheer waste of human 
lives in a war that made no sense, that 
still makes no sense, has come back to 
me in force here. I did not fight and I 
did not see men die, but I remember 
that hospital ward and I think of those 
men to this day. Some 'of them are 
probaltly still hospitalized. How can 
anyone laughingly wear the red cap 
with the yellow star? 

The Vietnamese must have similar 
thoughts. The communists won the war, 
uniting their country and making it in-
dependent - and that is no slight 
achievement. But the domino that Viet-
nam was supposed to be, the one that 
would topple all the other dominoes of 
Southeast Asia, now stands alone and 

RICHARD 
COHEN 

This is a gov-
ernment by a 
clique of musty 
old men. They 
fought so hard for 
so long - against 
the Japanese, the 
French and the 
United States -

but the glorious victory is tarnishing in 
the soggy heat. Their children want to 
learn English, live in the States, surf 
the Web. Even the son of a great war 
hero has left the country. He is said to 
live deep in the heart of Texas. 

Is the story true? Who knows? It was 
related by a former army general, an 
important man, and the fact that he be-
lieved it, laughed at it, sort of approved 
of it, was all you have to know about 
what has happened to this country. 
Four million dead, men still on the 
streets with plastic peg legs, and the 
kids not only know little about the war, 
but want to emulate the very people 
their fathers and mothers defeated. 

Saigon - it's still Saigon. The com-
munist government can't even make 
the new name stick. The city is revert-
ing back to its hedonistic, bustling self. 
It is thick with motor scooters and 
signs in English, new hotels and well-
stocked stores whose customers, ac-
cording to the official statistics, are too 
poor to afford what's in them. The 
ethos of communism has mutated. 

Hands once raised in a clenched-fist sa-
lute are now extended for a bribe. 

Corruption is so brazen, not to men-
tion chaotic, that the official and indus-
trious censor does not blacken out men-
tion of corruption in the International 
Herald Tribune. (A reference to political 
intimidation, however, has to be read by 
holding the paper up to the light.) When 
asked if he pays bribes, a hotel manager 
reacts as if he's been asked if the pope is 
Catholic: Yes, of course. Trouble is, too 
often a bribe buys nothing. The lack of 
all sorts of rules - legal and otherwise 
- has taken a toll. Foreign investment 
is flat. The economy is stalled. The 
country is impoverished. Vietnam is 
wandering a desert of its own making, 
waiting for a generation of old commu-
nists to die out. 

Out at the Fulbright Center, Mar-
shall Carter, a combat veteran and now 
CEO of State Street Bank, is lecturing 
Vietnamese on the basics of invest-
ment. "Let me talk about the shift from 
bank finance to capital market fi. 
nance," . Carter says. A translator ren-
ders his remarks in Vietnamese. Fa-
miliar words pop out of the soup of 
strange sounds: "IPO," "Internet." 

Here is the paradox of Vietnam in a 
nutshell. The loser has returned to in-
struct the winner. A quarter of a cen-
tury after the end of the war, mostly 
everyone wants the same thing: Ameri-
can-style prosperity. Never mind that 
the red of the cap symbolizes blood and 
the yellow is the skin of the people. 
Tourists don't know that. Red? Yellow? 
Who cares anymore?· The only color 
that really matters is dollar green. 

Richard Cohen (cohenr@washpost.com) 
is a columnist for The Washington Post. 
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Associated Press / Richard Vogel 
Former Vietnamese orphan!I, including Kimberly Brinkei of on Monday, marking the 25th anniversary of Operation Ba-
Denver, center, and their adoptive families visit Vietnam bylift, when a cargo plane crasl\ed, killing 1.44 people. 

Pilgrimage to Vietnam's past 
Denver nun leaqs tour for families, survivors-of Operation· Babylift 
By Tini Tran 
The Associated Press 

HO CHI MINH CITY, Vietnam - Da-
vid Shakow recaHs the day 25 years ,ago 
when be beard the radio report: A cargo 
plane ·loaded with' Vietnamese orphans 
bad crashed in Saigon, killing 144 people. 

His heart dropped. His adopted son 
Jeffery was on board. 

For weeks, Sbakow and his wife lived 
in agony as reports filtered In that their 
baby was among 76 infants killed in the 
April 4, 1975, cr~sb 26 days before the 
end of the Vietnam War. , , 

'.'We kept bearing that be. was dead, 
then alive, then dead again," Shakow re-
called. "That was_ a tough time." 

But a month later, 13-month-old Jef-

fery arrived in the United States, bis 
eyelashes burned off; his bangs singed 
and his cheek and back scarred. 

On Monday, father and son returned to 
Vietnam for the first time as part of a 
memorial tour led by Sister Mary Nelle 
Gage of Denver, an organizer of the 
evacuation. In the final days of the war, 
more than 2,000 Vietnamese children 
were airlifted to safety from Saigon, 
now Ho Chi Minh City, as part of Opera-
tion Babylift. . 

Gage _hopes the two-week tour will 
help the participants - including 15 for-
mer Vietnamese orphans now in their 
mid:20s to early 30s - eome to terms 
with their past. Many were adopted by 
American families. 

For Shako\f, 57,'of Saratoga Springs, 
N.Y., the trip brought back memories of 
the painful days (ollowing the crash 
when Jeffery's very l!Xistence was in 
doubt. · · · · · 

"He just .disappeared for a while. 
There were rumors that be was in the · 
hospital badly burned," Sbakow said. 
"Then others swore that he was on the 
manifest of those killed. The world ·was 
falling apart there' and we couldn't get 
any information.'' 

Today, the group, including Jeffery 
Shakow, 26, and two other crash survi-
vors;will hold a memorial service at the 
crasb site. · 

Please see VIETNAM on 11 A 



J>plitical fallout 
Then comes the birth of 

grassroots activism in the 1960s: 
both the famous radicalism of 
Northern California and the less 
remembered but equally mo• 
mentous conservative move-
ment in Southern California. 

; _ There are pamphlets from the 
J3erkelef· F:ree Speech ~ O'IC• 
U}.ent and photos 'of campus tu-
mult as well as the polka-dot 

· '8Undress of an Orange County 
1 housewife who held coffees for 
• Barry Goldwater ("A choice not 

an echo" says a seat cushion·pro-
m,oting his campaign) . The con-
servative Republican lost the 
1964 presidential race to John-
son, but m 1966 California's ener-
gized conservatives put Reagan 
into the governor's office, ending 
the liberal reign of Edmund G. 
"Pat" Brown. "Why not an ac• 
tor?" asks , a Reagan bumper 
sticker. "Had a clown for 8 
years!" 

., In 1965, Johnson escalated 
• the war by officially dispatching 

U.S. combat troops to Vietnam. 
There are sections of wall from 

1 the Oakland Army Base With 
• antiwar graffiti as well as the 

-~ace sign necklace one Soldier 
i ·wore qurtng his entire tour of 

duty. News clips capture the 
' presigent predicting victory. 

combat photos show the toll the 
1 conflict took on both sides. Bob 

Hope's golf club and military fa-
l ~es loom a USO tour fill one 
t .play case. Draft cards and in•. t llu,ction notices fill another, 
,• One .g!}llery features a section 

· a Dc .. s in which visitors can sit 
d listen to oral histortes of 

})s who flew east in such 
~es and refugees who flew 

., :,test a decade later. The Oak-
(i•d•based World A,irways was t.., "tme of the biggest charter opera-
t ~rs hired by the Pentagon to fly 
t :'troops across the Pacific. In 1975, 
t :wp.en: the war ended, the airline 
1,,:-
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Oak.land 7'rlbune.Col~cUQn, Qalclamt .Jl1,t$eum o/Cal(fornta/Gift o/ANG New,papers 

. A. LONG WAY FROM HOME: Pfc: ClairborneL. ShawofOaklandatChuLai, Vietnam,June4, 
1966, in a photograph ondisplqy in "What's Going On? California and the Vietnam Era." 

~In Oakland, reverberations of 
'a war that Changed California 
[ Oakland,from Page E26] 
museum warehoused ,Part of its 
collection, to survey the institu• 
tion's holdings. The base, it 
turned out, had been the largest 
military port complex in the 
world during the Vietnam War; 
more than 222,000 soldiers from 
all over the country passed 
f;l'trough in just a. three-y~ar pe-
ri<;>d. Many of them inscribed 
graffiti on the base buildings 
ttiat greeted Eymann two dec-
ades later, like the fossil record of 
some distant era. 

Today the words are as 
haunting as ever. 

"IfamandiesforhisCQuntry,'' 
one soldier wrote, "he is paying 
for something he will never col-
'Iect." 

"l came to the Golden State 
with many stere9types already 
implanted in my mind," Eymann 
writes · in the show's catalog, 
"What's Going On?" (UC Press). 

.,"Now that image of a state filled · 
with hippies and antiwar pro-

" testers, With endless beaches 
and everything Hol)ywood, Wal>. 
being replaced by a ~ew image, 
of scared and sometimes angry 
~g · men tm their way. to 

·• war .. , . Their writings were the 
beginning of my journey in 

•• understanding a cmpplex piece 
of California history, and the mo• 
mentous role the state had 
•played in the events of the 1960s 

, •· and 1970s." 
The show opens with a gallery 

· devoted to the Cold War in the 
1950s ("Nation on Edge," the gal-
lery is labeled) . The U.S. seemed 
locked.into a potentially endless 
contest with the Soviet Union. It 
Wfl.S an age of bomb shelters and 
duck-and-cover drtlls in school, 
and stopping the spread of com~ 
munlsm was America's overrid-
ing geostrategic priority even 
in a remote comer of Southeast 
A'si& called Vietnam. One photo 

, 1n the exhibition shows a frunily 
in El Monte packing up the trunk 
nf their car. Only the person in 
the hard hat With an official seal , 
gives a clue that it was a civil de-
fense evacuation practice, not a 
vacation tp.p. 

MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ As8octatecj Preis 

ON THE MOVE: LocVu,lejt,andTaoNguyenlookata 
photomural of an American soldier ushering Vietnamese refugees. 

flew the last flight out ofVietnam 
as well as Operation Babylift, a 
photo of which provides one of 
the exhibition's · most memo-
rable images: row upon row of 
war orphans nestled in card• 
board boxes belted into seats. 

Echo• of the era 
Although the· war ended in 

1975, the attereffects cont.in~ 
Qillfornia became home to the 
largest population of refugees 
l;rom Vietnam: Laos and Cambo-
dia in tbe United states. Today 
0~ Cotlllty has more Viet• 

, namese UWi any other place 
outside Vietnam. A locker from 
Hamilton AirForce Base, where 
refugees were processed, is cov-
ered with messages left for loved 

. ones who might someday arrive. 
"Your father has been waiting for 
you forever," one man wrote. 

A vitrine documents the long 
)ourneys taken by Vietnamese 
who fought on the ~osing side. 
Nguyen Tan Duoc, for example, 
spent nine years in a Vietnafllese 
reeaucation camp.before ffnding , 
his way to Thai and Philippine 
refUgee camps and, ultimateiy, 
to California. The clothes he ar-
rived with we on display, includ~ 
ing a T-shirt that says "Refugee 
processing center." ' ' 
' 

Hollywood, which avoided 
the war while it was going on, 
scrtpted and rescrtpted the 
American experience in Viet-
nam. Movie posters depict both 
the heroism and the tragedy of 
the conflict. Rambo action fig-
ures let children refight the war 
and change the ending. An MIA-
POW trivia game reminds play• 
ers of those who didn't return. 

But while the war's aftermath 
changed the face of many com-
munities in Southern California, 
the political movement nurtured , 
in Orange pounty eventually 
changed the face of Amertcan 

· politics, With Reagan Winning 
the White House in 1980. The 
president's smiling face beams 
from an oversized campaign but-
ton on a cowboy hat worn to the 
GOP convention that year. 

As big and as inclusive as the 
exhibition seems, curator Ey• 
mann says the war's impact on 
California was so profound that 
no single show could start to 
capture itstotality. 

"This isn't the finite version of 
the war," Eymann says. "We 
hope it provokes more scholar-
ship. In 7,000 square feet we're 
trying to tell the story of a state. 
It's a multilevel story. There are 
thou~ds ofstortes lett untold." 

rmcnitt
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OPERA TI o N BABYLIFT: In April 1975, Vietnamese children flew to the U.S. in cartons donated by an Oakland station.e'ry store. 

California's Vietnam War 
By MICHAEL J. YBARRA • 
Special to The Times 

OAKLAND - Several years 
ago the Oakland Museum of 
California was scheduled to host 
a traveling exhibition about pho-
tographers who died in Vietnam. 
So curator Mer!'.ia Eymai:m be.• 

gan to work on a companion 
sho\V about the war's effect on 
the state. The photography 
show never made it to Oakland. · 

But Eymann was so im-
pressed by what she learned 
about the repercussions of the 
Vietnam War on California that 
the mU;ieum decided t_o make 

.. J.) 

that·the subject of a full-blown 
presentation. at.' 

The result is "What's Going f•· 4f'lt •r·., 
On? - 'California and the Viet- . 
nam Era,~ which opened Satlll"• o• 
day and runs through Feb. 27. 'l-;~, 

The exhibition is a SPI11,Wling, I J,,h.:.v. 
7,000-square-foot tour across ,I ' I tJ'i 
decades of California llfe, frQm 
the frightening days of the Cold I c:Jtell 
war'to the unsettled present - ,, . _...;..,,,,....... he ..... ~' althOugh the focus is on the dee- 1 . ade from President Lyndon B. 
Johnson's esc~on of the war • 
in 1965 to its end in 1975. Featur- ... . • I · A6 
ing more than 500 artifacts - • n...,7~ 
photographs, letters, rum clips, ·· ,,. 
music, oral histories, clothing -:-
the show charts the int1uence of 
a Caraway confUct on everything 
from politics to children's toys. 

"The impact of.the Vietnam 
War on California was huge, and 
in tum what happened to Ute 
rest of the country was huge," 
s~s Dennis M. Power, executive 
director of the Oakland Mu-
seum. "People don't know that." 

The war reshaped California 
in w,zys both large and small. 
One of every four dollars spent 
on defense, went to the state, 
where the military-iDQQiltrlal 
complex was a pillar of the 
economy. Most troops headed to 
Vietnam departed from Califor-
nia, and a decade .later refugees . 
from the war arrived here to 

· build new lives. Northern Qali-
fornia was a hotbed of antiwar 
politics and counterculture, 

Oakland Tribune Collection, Oat/pnd 
· Mu,eum of Ca!lfornla 

RALLYING CRY: A1967. 
poster expressed the sentiment 
of fhe antiwar movement. 

while Southern Califo,rnia ,pro-
vided the suburban foot soldiers 
for the New Right who helped 
propel Ronald Reagan to the 
governor's office - and ~ven-
tually the White House. Miliuu-y 
contracts spurred Silicon Valley 
innovation, and the war pro-
vided themes for Hollywpod 
movies as different as "Co.nliJlg 
Home" and "Rambo." · . 

None of this was obvio~ . to 
Eymann when she moved . to 
California frolll; tb,e Midwest ,in 
1990 to become a curator at the 
museum. She visited the Oak-
land Army Base, where the 

[See OakU;znd, Page Ji:27] 

Oakland Trlt,une C<illeotlon, O1,ktand .lfuaeum of California I Gift of ANG ,Newspapers 

SIT-IN FOR PEACE: ProtestersblockentrytotheDakland 
induction center during Stop the Dra/t Week in October 1967. 
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Thirty years ago, a toddler was airlifted · 
.from a Saigon orphanage. Now, Tanya 
Bakal of Alpharetta will return to a ... 

home she never knew 
By KIRSTEN TAGAMI 
ktagaml@ajc.com 

W hen you ask Tanya· 
Bakal her age, she says, 
"31, I think." She 
doesn't know her birth 
date, nor the names and 

faces of her biological mother 
and father. She has no memory 
of the country of her birth. 

Bakal was a chubby toddler, 
with pierced ears .and parasites in 
her stomach, when she arrived at 

• her adoptive home in Marietta in 
the spring of 1975, a refugee of 
war. She and 56 other orphans 
were spirited out of Saigon in a 
converted cargo plane in the cha-
otic final days of the Vietnam 
War. 

Now, on the 30th anniversary 
of that first, unauthorized "baby-
lift," the charter airline that 
brought her to America plans to 
fly her and other orphans back 
for a tour of their homeland. · 
World Airways, now based in 
Peachtree City, will announce 
the trip today in Atlanta. 

"My family, my children, my 
husband, everyone knows where 
they came from," said Bakal, a 
mother of three in Alpharetta. "I 

Please see ORPl:IAN, A3 

Tanya Bakal was a toddler on 
April 2, 1975, when she and 56 
other children were flown out of 
Saigon just weeks before it fell 
to Communist troops. Operation 
Babytift (below) was a mission 
of mercy for World Airways. 

lJt::11 
By MAYA BELL 
Orlando Sentinel 

Pinellas Park F 
Schindler Schia~o 
unaware of the fire 
the tranquil hospiC( 
for the last five yea.i 

But her saga le 
profound impresi 
on the nation, sp. 
ing extraordin 
attempts by politic. 
to keep her alive 
they fought her I 
band over her fate. 

Her story was a 
people who never 
wrote down, what 
they were sudde1 
tragic situation. 

"Thanks to Ter 
never had that cor 
it right now," said 
co-director of the c 
University of Mi 
legacy." 

An overweight , 
an attractive young 
cal laugh, Terri Set 
be anything othe. 
woman, a wife , 
rounded by family, 

Her sudden oo: 
Please see SCHUi 

.Pope 
fever 
infec1 
By FRANCES D'EMII 
Associated Press 

Vatican City -
was responding to 
biotics and his cc 
have stabilized aft, 
oped a high fever 
nary tract infect 
reported early tod~ 

The latest heal'i 
year-old pontiff ca 
began receiving 
nasal feeding tube. 

At the edge of 
hundreds of pee 
today. A few knelt 

· to pray, while ot 
selves in blanket: 
through the night. 

"There's nothini 
We're all upset," si 
Minister Giovanni 
in the crowd. 

The Italian new 
" -- -- ... " 
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Orphans saved in 1975 'babylift' 
to return to Vietnam, lost pasts 
The Associated Press 

ALPHARETTA, Ga. - Tanya Baka! 
has spent much of her life running 
from Nguyen Thu Kim Phung. 

Three decades ago, she left that 
name in Vietnam, along with her 
biological mother and her culture, 
when she was airlifted out as part 
of the wartime "Operation Baby-

her biological roots. 
"I never really needed to go 

down that road," Greene, 30, says. 
"I want to thank all the heroes that 
got us over here. That's what's 
most important to me. We really 
are all miracle babies." 

Long before talk of a return to 
Vietnam, Baka!, now a mother of 
three, began searching for informa-

tion about her birth mother. 
She has collected mementos 

from her past: her original passport 
from Vietnam, the picture of her as 
a smiling baby, newspaper clip-
pings recounting her story. 

For weeks, she has run an ad in a 
Vietnamese newspaper with her 
baby picture, hoping her biological · 
mother would recognize it and 

come forward. Baka! is hopeful that 
her return will also mean a reunion, 
or at least answers to questions she 
is now ready to ask. 

"I took this for granted when I 
was growing up, but now I really 
feel like I'm a part of history," she 
says. "It would be so neat to be out 
there and actually meet my moth-
er.fl 

Among original 57: Tanya Baka! 
shows her Vietnamese passport 

Babylift at a glanc 
Operation Babylift: More 

3,000 Vietnamese childrer. 
ther orphaned or given up 
their parents - were airlift 
of Vietnam during the war. 
were brought to the USA, , 
they were adopted by Am 
families. 

The tragedy: Some of the ct 
never made it. AC-SA carg 
from Vietnam crashed on 
1975, killing almost halftt 
adults and children on bo, 

The return: Next month, 2( 
57 children on the first Bal 
/light out of Saigon will rel 
Vietnam. Some hope to fir 
birth parents. 

Source: The Associated Press 

lift." Next month, she hopes to find r ,----_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_--:_-_-_--:_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_--:_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_--:_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-

them all. 
Bakal's search will take her more 

than 9,200 miles away to Saigon, 
now named Ho Chi Minh City, with 
19 other orphans from the first 
wave of the effort that eventually 
brought more than 3,000 Vietnam-
ese children to the USA. 

They don't speak the language, 
many of their names have changed 
and some - including Baka! - don't 
even know their real birthdays. 

"Everyone has a beginning," says 
Baka!, who believes she is 31 . "I 
want to find mine." 

As a toddler, Baka! was among 
the 57 children - mostly babies, all 
orphaned or given up by their par-
ents - on the April 2, 1975, flight 
made by Ed Daly, former president 
of World Ai1ways. The plane took 
off from a pitch-black runway, and 
its lights were kept off in the air to 
keep the Vietnamese military from 
shooting it down. 

News of the flight traveled quick-
ly, and the next day, President Ford 
was deluged with telephone calls to 
do sometlung to save the children 
of Vietnam. The government 
brought thousands more children 
out of Vietnam as Saigon was falling 
that April. 

Shirley Peck-Barnes, author of 
The War Cradle, which docwnents 
the legacy of Operation Babylift, 
calls it the greatest humanitarian 
gesture of the last century. 

"This is the one thing about the 
Vietnam War that made Americans 
feel relief." she says. "They were 

\ 
\ 
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VIETNAM'S WAR ORPHIRfS. TO ETURN 
, '•, ; , , r 

OPERATION BABYLIFT 
More than 3,000 Vietnamese children were 
airlifted out of Vietnam during the war and 
brought to the United States, where they 

were adopted by American families. 

THE TRAGEDY 
Some of the children never made it - a 

CS·A cargo plane from Vietram crashed on 
April 4, 1975, killing almost half the 330 

adults and children on board. 

THE RETURN 
Next month, 20 of the 57 children on the 

first flight out of Saigon will return to Viet· 
nam, some hoping to find their birth par· 

ents. 

War orphans: 30 years later 
1975 

The Associated Press 
TANYA DILBECK BAKAL is shown in a photo that 
was sent to her adoptive parents, Laura and Reed Dil-
beck, in Marietta, Ga. from. her Vietnam orphanage. 

2005 

The Associated Press 
TANYA BAKAL poses with her children, Ethan Baka!, 
5, left, Casey Blevins, 10, center, and Samantha Baka I, 
3, at a park in Alpharetta, Ga. 

Twenty from 'Operation Babylift' to return to Vietnam 
By Errin Haines 
The Associated Press 

ALPHARETTA, Ga. - Tanya 
Baka! has spent much of her life run-
ning from Nguyen Thu Kim Phung. 

Three decades ago, she left that 
name in Vietnam, along with her bio-
logical mother and her culture, when 
she was airlifted out as part of the 
wartime "Operation Babylift." Next 
month, she hopes to find them all. 

Bakal's search will take her more 
than 9,200 miles away to Saigon, now 
renamed Ho Chi Minh City, with 19 
other orphans from the first wave of 
the •effort that eventually brought 

more than 3,000 Vietnamese children 
to the United States. 

They don't speak the language, 
many of their names have changed 
and some - including Bakal - don't 
even know their real birthdays. 

"Everyone has a beginning," 
Baka!, who believes she i.s31, said. "I 
want to find mine." 

As a toddler, Baka! was among the 
57 children - mostly babies, all 
orphaned or given up by their par-
ents - on the April 2, 1975, flight 
made by Ed Daly, former president of 
World Airways. The plane took off 
from a pitch-black runwaY, and its 
lights were kept off in the air to keep 

County wants to bring 

the Vietnamese military from shoot-
ing it down. 

News of the flight traveled quickly, 
and the next day, President Gerald 
Ford was deluged with telephone 
calls to do something to save the chil-
dren of Vietnam. 

The government brought thou-
sands more children out of Vietnam 
as Saigon was falling that April. 

Shirley Peck-Barnes, author of 
"The War Cradle," which documents 
the legacy of Operation Baby lift, calls 
it the greatest humanitarian gesture 
of the last century. 

See BABIES, A7 

ALSO ON AGENDA 

A 

A st 
Sunda, 
the Pit 
age,ac 
Servic1 

Hail 
' storm, 
tral No 
gini.a, V 
falling 
Nati.om 
gist, sai 
around 
North C 

Wind. 
mph in : 
this typ 
were no 

Parts 
of rain. 
haddov,; 

The ti 
the ston 

"Ther 
derstorn 
the setti: 
air in off 

The rt 
boast tYJ 
year, wi 
lower 80~ 

There 
of a sho\\ 
ing. Rair. 
Wagisaic 

We 
sci 
on 

A serie: 
day to de 
budget. 

The Pi 
Board of 
sioners wi 
more than 
lion in 
requests f1 
cies that 
county se 
from Pitt 
Q,-.l,nnlc ~n, 

/M TA, r !_j P--e f I e c for-
s /1 & /or; 

G v-.e..e., V\. V ·, I [-e / N L, 



~ b;;-;_f-1--.-·ffIR lrnERICANS 
leCrown. · 
' fSPORTS 

( .. _,/J.' 

OC)M 
Best 
'8· LA. clubs 
~night: 
1 undays 

this day .. 17 
IOSSWQ d .• 18 
~EAT . ··- ---

Tiffany 
Goodson, 
showing a 
~hoto of 
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adoption 
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Operation 
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returning to 
Vietnam, their 
homeland, 
next rnonth. 
A:f Holzman . 
S Photqgrapher 

Baby Lift adoptees plan (eturh to Vietnam 
By Lisa Friedman - Washington Bureau 

.WASHINGTON_ 
11 her life, friends asked Tiffany Goodson· if she planned to locate her birth mother or learn more about her role in 

the mass airlifts of infants to America from the overflowing orphanages of Saigon during the Vietnam-War. 
·"1 don't care - maybe someday," came Goodson's usual.reply. 
Recently, that changed. . 

Goodson, 30, who lives· in Sarlta Monica and works as an event planner at the Mann Theatres in Encino, started making 
inquiries about her'childhood. She connected with other men and women of Vietnamese descent who, like her, were among 
the estimated.3,000 infants flown out of war-tom Vietnam in 1975 in an emergency humanitarian effort that became 
known as Operation Baby Lift. · 

Please see LIFT / Page 30 
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'Babylift' orphans headed back to Vietnam 
For some, the first return home in 30 years 

By Cicero Estrella 
and Leslie Fulbright 

CHRONICLE STAFF WRITERS 

A jet repainted with the stylized 
red and white globe that World 
Airways planes wore in 1975 
touched down in Oakland on Sun-
day, the first stop in a journey re-
tracing "Operation Babyli{t," 
which 30 years ago carried dozens 
of Vietnamese orphans to their 
new families in the United States. 

On April 2, 1975, about two 
weeks before the fall of Saigon to 
the communists ended the Viet-
nam War, World Airways CEO 
Edward Daly defied U.S. and Viet-
namese authorities to fly 57 Viet-
namese orphans from Tan Son 
Nhut Air Base to America to be 
adopted. 

Three adoptees from the Atlan-
ta area arrived Sunday, smiling as 
they des9ended a mobile staircase 

BABYLIFT: Page A5 

BRANT W ARD /The Chronicle 

Babies no more, Tiana Mykkeltvedt (from left), Tanya Bakal and 
Wendy Green arrive in Oakland on the way to Vietnam. 



MONDAY, MAY 16, 2005 

SAKAL r AMILY 

Tanya Dilbeck Bakal as an 
infant in a photo sent to her · 
adoptive parents in Marietta, Ga., 
from her orphanage in Vietnam. 

i\doptees 
ofVietnam 
'Babylift' 
topayvisit 
By Enin Haines 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

ALPHARETI A, Ga. - Tanya 
Baka! has spent much of her life run-
ning from Nguy en Thu Kim Phung. 

Three decades ago, she left that 
name in Vietnam, along with her bio-
logical mother and her culture, 
when she was airlifted out as part of 
the wartime "Operation Baby lift." 

Next month, she hopes to find 
them all. 

Bak,,.r~ ,;earch will take her more 
than 9,200 miles away to Saigon, re-
named Ho Chi Minh City, with 19 
other orphans from the first wave of 
the effort that eventually brought 
more than 3,000 Vietnamese chil-
dren to the United States. 

They don't speak the language, 
many of their names have changed, 
and some - including Baka! -
don't even know their real birth-
days. 

"Everyone has a beginning," said 
Baka!, who believes she is 31. "I 
want to find mine." 

As a toddler, Baka! was among 
the 57 children - mostly babies, all 
orphaned or given up by their par-
ents - on the April 2, 1975, flight 
made by Ed Daly, former president 
of World Airways. The plane took off 
from a pitch-black runway, and its 

RICFELO/ASSOCIATEOPRESS 

Tanya Dilbeck Bakal pl~ys with her children, from left, Ethan Baka!, 
5, Casey Blevins, 10, and Samantha Baka), 3, in Alpharetta, Ga., recently. 
Baka I was one of the 57 Vietnamese orphans on Operation Babylifl. 

lights were kept off in the air to keep 
the Vietnamese military from shoot-
ing it down. 

News of th., flight traveled quick-
ly, and the next day President Ger-
ald Ford was deluged with tele-
phone calls to do something to save 
the children ofVietnam. The govern-
ment brought.thousands more chil-
dren out of Vietnam as Saigon was 
falling that April. 

Shirley Peck-Barnes, author of 
The War Cradle, which documents 
the legacy of Operation Babyli!t, 
calls it the greatest humanitarian 
gesture of the last century. 

"This is the one thing about the 
Vietnam War that made Americans 
feel relief," she said. "They were sav-
ing children." 

Flip lo RETURN on 32A 

ADVERTISEMENT 

Car Accident Recently? 
Denver, CO - A free report is now available to auto accident victims 
that reveals the hidden truth about injuries caused by "low impact" auto 
accidents, or "fender benders". These hidden injuries are often overlooked by 
emergency room doctors and left untreated, may lead to years of pain and 
suffering ... even arthritis. This free report reveals information most insurance 
companies hope car accident victims never learn. To get your copy of this free 
report entitled "The Hidden Truth About Car Accident Injuries!" call the 
toll-free 24 hours recorded message at 1-800-735-0913. 
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, Military and Justice Departm~-;r wim~fs- -- myc3ffiWlt~rs-. - -----,..-~-·--~~~---_ 
es said extraordinary steps were being tak- Of the remaining 38, he said, 23 have been ingway said: "I think ·we can hold themas-
en to protect unspecified rights of prison- released. long as the conflict endures." 

Ric Feld I The Associated Press 

Wendy Greene, right, who was an "Operation Babylift" orphan 30 years ago, and Atsuko Schlesinger, who was a flight atten-
dant during the airlift, display their emotions Wednesday during a welcoming ceremony at the Ho Chi Minh City Airport in 
Vietnam. Of the 57 children originally airlifted, all were orphaned and ultimately grew up as part of U.S. families. 

"Babylift" orphans revisit _Vietnam 
Having left their home 
country as children in a 
1975 rescue, 21 men and 
women reunite to return 
to a more peaceful land. 

By Christopher Bodeen' 
The Associated Press 

Ho Chi Minh City, Viet-
natn - Thirty years ago, they 
left as children aboard a desper-
ate flight from war-torn Viet-
nam. 

On Wednesday, they re-
turned as 21 grown men and 
women, visiting their now-
peaceful homeland to co=em-
orate the first of the "Operation 
Babylift" flights that eventually 
brought 3,000 Vietnamese chil-
dren to the United States. 

"It's coming ome," said 

·canh Oxelson of Los Angeles, 
who was 10 months old when he 
left Vietnam. "Though most of 
us don't have a lot of memories · 
of Vietnam; for some strange 
reason it feels very comfort-
able." 

A total of 57 chiidren were on 
board the hastily converted 
World Airways cargo DC-8 that 
took off at night April 2, 1975. 
Ho Chi Minh City, then called 
Saigon, was about to fall to 
North Vietnamese co=unist 
forces, and the children, many 
of mixed Vietnamese-Ameri-
can parentage, were seen as es-
pecially vulnerable to the priva-
tions expected to follow. 

. Mostly babies, and all of them 
orphaned or given up by their 
parents, they grew up as part of 
U.S. families. ' 

The ado_ptees arrived J!t !be 

Ho Chi Minh City Airport 
aboard a World Airways DC-u 
painted with the airline's 1970s 
red and white markings. 

During their two-day visit, 
they were to visit an orphanage 
and a center for disadvantaged 
children. Mostly busy profes-
sionals, they'll start making the 
long journey home Friday. 

Bill Keating, a pilot on the 
original flight, recalled taking 
off without lights to foil North 
Vietnamese anti-aircraft fire. 
Former flight attendant Janice 
Wollett still has pictures from 
that night, faded images of ba-

. bies strapped into nylon web-
bing or playing on the floor of 
the plane with smiling airline 
employees. 

"The world is · too small not 
for all of us to care for each," 
W ollett said. ::There was so 

much pain here." 
Not all the children survived 

the trips. One C5-A cargo plane 
used in a later flight crashed, 
killing nearly half the 330 chil-
dren and adults on board. 

Those who made it became 
more curious about their past 
as they grew older, said Timo-
thy Linh Holtan, of Wheaton, 
Md. Coming back to visit helps 
soothe those yearnings, he said. 

Yet for Tanya Dilbeck Bakal 
of Alpharetta, Ga., the ques-
tions aren't ever answered com-
pletely. 

"Each time you come, you 
find answers to questions you 
didn't even think of, or you ex-
perience some kind of emotion, 
or you see something that trig-
gers something down here that 
all of a sudden you have no con-
trol over." said Bakal, ~1. 
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Chlidng Trinh Operation Babylift Dua 
Tre Em M6 Coi V~ -T,ham Viet-Nam . ,,. 

Operation Babylift Orphans 

Tac Gia Cao Ng6 l,fc 
Saigon Tex News 

Trong tu4n nay, khoang 100 
em "Operation Babylift" - Khi 
xua dlt<;tc dlta qua My da tranh 
nl,ln d6i khlS, l>enh ho~n hotc b~o 
tan - Nay c:1a khon ldn va se bay 
tn'1 l~i Saigon di thlim vie'ng ndi 
sinh thanh. 

Chucmg tdnh Homeward 
Bound se du'a cac em nay Vlt<;ft 
hem 9,200 miles din Saigon, m9i 
chi phi dlt<;lc lo loan b<'1i World 
Airways, cung vdi cac tre m6 coi 
khac trong dip di djnh cl! ~i My. 

Cac em nay khong con n6i 
dlt<;lc tie'ng m~ de, da s6 ten h9 da 
thay dlSi va nhi~u em - nhu em 
Laura Garett e1 St. Louis - con 
khong bie't ngay sinh nh4t chfnh 
thi,tc la ngay nao. 

Cac em se kh<1i hanh tu' 
f"\-Lt----1 ~••- '1'-'•••-- ..A: AA-

Return To Vietnam 

World Airways, la ngucti c6 By Cao Ng" L,c 
sang kie'n trong slf cli'u tr<;I cac em Saigon Tex News 
nay tu' thu<1 xa xi/a, va sau d6 mdi 
ra dcti chltdng tdnh Operation Th.is week about l 00 "Operation 
Babylift. Chuye'n bay dtlu tien Bab~lift" survivors - now-grown 
cua Daly ca't canh tir m9t phi d~o ""VieQJ.arri1e infants once airlitted 
t6i om ma khong dam mel den vl to AmeHca to save them from 
s<;1 quan linh se n6 s6ng bfo theo. death by starvation, illness or 
Khi may bay nay gtp nl,ln, khoang violence - will fly to Saigon to 
nU'a s6 350 ngltc1i vira ngltc1i ldn visit the land of their birth. 
va tre em dli thiet ml,lng. Operation Homeward Bound 

Tin tu'c v~ chuye'n bay djnh will take them more than 9,200 
menh cua Daly loan ra ra't miles away to Saigon, all 
nhanh. T6ng tho'ng Ford ra't bijn · arrangements donated by World 
rvn vdi nhi~u cu dien tho:i.i yeu Airways, with other orphans from 
c4u si,t tr<;I giup cho cac tre em ~i the first wave of the airlifts. 
Vietnam. Tron_g vong nlim sau, They do not speak the language, 
My da dem may ngan tre em ra most of their names have changed 
khoi Vietnam trltdc khi· Saigon bi and some - like Laura Garett of 
miit trong thang Tu' sau d6. Arlington, Texas - do not even 

Shirley Peck-Barnes, ba la v<;1 know their real birthdays. 
ctia m(it d~i ta U.S. Air Force, They will travel first from 
dli tirng chlim s6c cho cac tre em Oakland to Taiwan, then to Saigon 
""A rA1 """ .. :(., .. a.>,,; tr:', ,..h1in ,. __ ,_ 
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adopted by American families. 
Ed Daly, former president of 

World Airways, inspired Operation 
Babylift with his own early efforts. 
Daly's initial plane took off from a 
pitch-black runway with lights off 
in the air to keep the Vietnamese 
military from shooting it down. 
When the plane crashed it killed 
almost half the 350 adults and 
children on board. 

News of Daly's ill fated flight 
traveled quickly. President Ford 
was deluged the next day with 
telephone calls demanding he do 
something to save the children of 
Vietnam. Throughout the next 
year the U.S. brought thousands 
of children out of Vietnam before 
Saigon fell the following April. 

Shirley Peck-Barnes, the wife of 
a U.S. Air Force officer, ended up 
overseeing the care of many of the 
. ,.. . - • ., . rr _____ 111 .. ..- .J 
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Courage Revisited-
World Airways Retitrns to Vietnam 
By Bob Shane 

The Vietnam War ended on April 
30, 1975, with the fall of Saigon. 
During the weeks leading up to this 
climactic event, humanitarian 
organizations were anxiously look-
ing for ways to evacuate the thou-
sands of orphaned Vietnamese chil-
dren that the conflict had produced. 

On April 2, 1975, Ed Daly, World 
Airway's maverick president and 
owner, in what most regard as a 
heroic act, departed Tan Son Nhut 
Air Base in Saigon aboard a DC-8 
cargo aircraft carrying 57 orphans 
headed for Oakland, Calif. This 
flight was the first of a series of 
flights, which became known as 
"Operation Babylift." 

In April of this year, World 
Airways announced that it would 
commemorate the historic airlift 
that the company made 30 years 
ago with a special flight that would 
return 21 of the former orphans for 
a visit to the country of their birth. 

It was 1 p.m. on June 12, when a 
shiny World Airways MD-11, fresh-
ly re-painted in the same red and 
white company colors worn by the 
fleet in 1975, landed at Oakland and 
taxied to the KaiserAir ramp. World 
personnel immediately began the 

I. 

Oakland in the 
1950s. Steve 
Grossman, direc-
tor of aviation 
for the Port of 
Oakland, began 
his speech by 
welcoming 
World Airways 
home. Randy 
Martinez, the 
CEO of World 
Air Holdings 
stated, "We're 
here to honor our 
heritage and rec-
ognize the· con-
tribution of our 
employees." 

The passenger 
manifest for 
World Airways 
Flight #001 con-
tained 112 
names, several 

"Operation Babylifi" adoptees pose with former World Airways chairman of the board Hollis Harris (le~). World 
Airways CEO Randy Martinez (second from le~). and General Ronald Fogleman (USAF ret), World Airways 

chairman of the board (right end), prior to boarding the commemorative flight in Oakland. 
right out of 30-

year-old newspaper headlines. 
Included were pilots, flight atten-
dants and other World personnel 
that had risked their lives to save 
orphan children and refugees. There 
were decorated Vietnam veterans 
and distinguished members of 
World's board of directors, manage-

process of getting the aircraft ready 
for the start of "Operation 
Babylift-Homeward Bound 2005." 

That evening, there was a recep-
tion held at Fisherman's Wharf in 
San Francisco. The invitees includ-
ed everyone that would be departing 
on the special flight the next mom-

ing, World employees and retirees, 
and the media. 

The next morning, just prior to 
departure, there was a press confer-
ence at KaiserAir across from 
Hangar 5, which was World 
Airways' original hangar when the 
company set up operations in 
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