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Chudng Trinh Operation· Babylift Dua 
Tre Em M6 Coi V~ Tham Viet-Nam • 

Operation Babylift Orphans 

Tac Gia Cao Ng& L,c 
Saigon Tex News 

Trong tu!n nay, khoang 100 
em "Operation Babylift"_ - Khi 

Return To Vietnam 

World Airways, la ngu'c1i c6 
sang kie'n trong sl,I' cu'U tr<;f cac em 
nay tu thuct xa xua, va sau d6 moi 

By Cao Ng~ L;tc 
Saigon Tex News 

ra dc1i chttdng trlnh Operation This week about 100 "Operation 
B~br_~- ~huy~n _bay dft_u_ tien ,__9ab lift" survivors - now-grown 

adopted by American families. 
Ed Daly, former president of 

World Airways, inspired Operation 
Baby lift with his own early efforts. 
~aly'~ jni!ial plane t~k ~ff[rom!.!.._ 

JESSICA 
SIMPSON 
Denies Divorce Report 
"The Newlyweds" Aren't 
Over 

See Entertainment page 13 

Nguiri mlu Bio Hoa 

Bao Hoa 
KhongD~ 
Bo Cuoc • NgyiriB~p 

"Toi dang tren buoc dm'mg 
kham pha nhan each cua 
minh, va m6i ngay toi l~i 
ng~c nhien voo chfnh minh 
a ca khia c~h t6t cung nhu 
xAu. NghTa la nhan each cua 
toi chua hinh thanh each 
hoan chinh, nht.mg chic chin 

di~u: toi la nguoi khong 
dS b6 CUQC, toi tin vao S\I 
th~t", Bao Hoa tamsµ. 

- Theo chi, de tro thanh 
nguoi mlu thanh cong, 

dn phai c6 nhung the m~nh 
gi? 

- Theo toi, nguoi mlu 
mu6n thanh cong truoc bet 
phai c6 chut may min, co 
nhi~u ca hQi, boo o VN c6 
nhi~u co gai d\!p nhung hQ 
khong g~p dung nguoi co the 
giup hQ, sau d6 moo la nhung 
tieu chuful. Va khi da c6 
ca h{,i thi n~ucri d6 phai c6 
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BABYLIFT: Chlidng Trinh Operation Babylift Dua Tre Em 
Mfl Coi V~ Tham Viet-Nam • 

Operation Babylift Orphans Return To Vietnam 
THOI THEO TRANG 1 

m6 coi, va da thu nh~n dlt<;1c ra't nhi~u thi,tc 
phffm cung ca'p tu' McDonald. 

Ba cam tha'y ndi dn tu b6 nay la m(lt nhi~m 
V1,1 thieng lieng ciia mlnh di cuu giup cac tre 
em n.;tn nhan ciia chie'n tranh. Ba nghi rllng 
bu6i chi~u d!y tuye't mi dinh m~nh d6 da xui 
khie'n ba rcJi vlin phong sdm hdn m9i khi; di 
rdi nghe dlt(Jc tin v~ cac tre em ciia Vi~tNam 
c!n si,t tr<J giup. 

Ba n6i trong cu6n sach "The War Cradle," 
"Toi la ba my c6 Mn d(ta con, k8 cii hai du'a 
sinh doi va m(lt d(ta con nuoi. Toi khong chj.u 
n6i khi tha'y tre con bi day do1;1 dau khd, du la 
Vi~t Nam hay ba't ca ~c clan nao. Toi khong 
nghi rhog mQi sl,J' tren deli nay tl,J' nhien n6 xay 
ra; ngu'<jc l1;1i, chung xiiy ra do m(lt sl,J' xdp 
d~t huy~n bf nao d6." Theo ba, cht.tdng trlnh 
Operation Babylift la m(lt vi~c tu' bi vi d1;1i 
nha't cu.a the' ky vu'a qua. 

"E>ay la m(lt vi~c thi~n Mi vdi cac tre em 
da khie'n cho ngt.tcJi My nhy nhom ph!n nao 
trong vin d~ chie'n tranh VietNam," ha n6i. 

Ba Barnes n6i la ra't nhi~u d(ta tre, nay da 
ngoai 30 tu6i, ciim tha'y rllng thua thiet ra't 
nhi~u vl chAng bie't gl nhi~u v~ phong t1,1c 
va vlin hoa ciia nt.tdc Viet Nam. "Ra't nhi~u 
em da bi My h6a va khong mu6n trd v~ 
Vi~t Nam. Cac em nay khong c6 cha my va 
khong con gi luye'n tie'c miinh da't d6; nht.tng 
nhi~u em .khac ra't Mn hc1 tham gia chuye'n 
di nay." 

Ba da dung cac miinh viii quan ao cua 
cac em mijc d8 may l1;1i thanh m(lt ta'm h.tu 
ni~m vdi ta't cii chu ky ciia cac em. M(lt ta'm 
du'c;,c (4ng cho t6ng th6ng Ford di to long 

bie't dn. Con ta'm nll'a ba se mang theo 
qua Vi~tNam trong chu'dng trlnh Operation 
Homeward Bound. 

Co Laura Garett la trong nhli'ng tre 
em rcJi Saigon hdn ba tMp nien tnfck. Co 
reli ho cha my va que hlldng xt1 s<1 khi co mdi 
dt.t<Jc chin thang. 

"E>i v~ Vi~tNam khie'n toi ciim tha'y ra't 
hanh dien vdi ngu6n g6c Vi~t ciia toi. Toi 
ciing ra't hanh di~n la nglleli My hi~n nay. Ai 
ciing c6 m(lt si,t Mt dl1u mdi. Toi kMi dl1u 
tu' la Vi~tNam, va bay gicJ la nglleli My." co 
Garret tam st,t r~ng co nghi cha my co d~u la 
nglloi Vi~tNam. 

Trong s6 cac em dt.t(Jc cuu vdt trong cht.tdng 
trlnh Operation Babylift c6 khoang phan 
m1a la trong s6 40,000 con ciia linh My di l.;ti 
sau chie'n tranh. 

Co Garett de'n St. Louis vao thang Tll 197 4. 
gia dlnh bac si My, vdi ba gai va hai trai, 

da nMn co lam con nuoi. HQ di.la co qua s6ng 
tl;li Columbia, Missouri, ndi co ldn len. Nay 
da 31 tu6i , co da d/;ly nh1;1c trong chin nlim 
qua t.;ti ba truelng mliu giao t~i Texas. 

"H6i d6 khi toi con la tre m6 coi tu' 
Vi~tNam toi bi thie'u dinh dLtang va dfo m9c 
chi chit m1,1n 1<1. Ne'u khong dtt(Jc gia dlnh 
My nh~n nuoi thl toi c6 le da che't r6i. Va c6 
le toi se khong dll<Jc st,t tl,J' do so'ng, h9c hoi 
va san se nht.tngay horn nay," co Garett n6i. 
Co tdi Texas vl co dll<Jc h9c b6ng t/;li trllong 
Texas Tech. 

Ba Barnes, sinh nh~t horn June 2 Ia ba 
dung 78 tu6i, se tham gia chuye'n di Vi~tNam 
d8 he't long d6ng g6p trong ph!n xoa d[u nbi 
dau chi!n tranh Vi~t Nam. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
fell into disuse. She arranged for the 

building to house eventually 600 Vietnamese 
orphans, and for McDonald's to donate 
thousands of meals. 

She saw this site, a haven for chil~n in 
distress twice within a century, as a visiole act 
of destiny. She has often reflected that had she 
left her office earlier, as planned, she would 
not have heard the newscast and would have 
missed her moment in history. 

"I was the mother of four children, including 
twins and an adopted child. I couldn't hear 
of the suffering of children, Vietnamese or 
others, and not be tom.apart by it. I do not 
believe things happen by accident, I am more 
inclined to believe they happen by design," 
said Barnes, who wrote her story in "The 
War Cradle." She calls Operation Babylift 
the greatest humanitarian gesture of the last 
century. 

"This is the one thing about the Vietnam 
War that made Americans feel relief because 
it was about the children," she said. 

Barnes said a lot of the children, now in their 
30s, still feel a great loss for their culture they 
never knew. "Many have Americanized and 
don't want to go back. They have no parents 
there that they know of and don't want to be 
reminded of it but this trip will mean much to 
those that are going on itf,' she said. 

She has made quilts from the remnants of 
clothes the children wore and had many of 
the children sign the quilt. One quilt went 
to President Ford out of gratitude. She will 
bring one with her to Vietnam on Operation 

Homeward Bound. 
Laura Garett is one of those who left Saigon 

more than three decades ago. Garret left her 
biological parents and the country of her birth 
when she was nine months old. 

"Traveling to Vietnam makes me proud of 
my Vietnamese heritage because I learn about 
my Vietnamese heritage, but it really makes 
me proud to be American. Everyone has a 
beginning. I began as a Vietnamese but I am 
an American," said Garret. She believes both 
her parents were Vietnamese. 

At least half the babies flown in Operation 
Babylift were some of the 40,000 babies left 
behind by American military fathers during 
the war. 

Garett arrived in St. Louis in April 1974. 
A Caucasian physician's fan1ily, with three 
sisters and two brothers, adopted her. They 
took her to Columbia, Missouri where she 
grew up. Now 31, for nine years she has been 
an orchestra teacher to fifth and sixth grade 
students at three Texas public elementary 
schools. 

"As an orphan in Vietnam I know I was 
malnourished and arrived here with boils 
on my head. I might have died had I stayed 
there and not been adopted by the physician 
that assimilated me into his family. I never 
would've had freedom to live, learn and love 
there the way I have here," said Garett. She 
came to Texas after earning a music education 
scholarship at Texas Tech. 

Barnes, who turned 78 on June 2, travels 
the country reporting on her efforts to bring 
relief after the Vietnam War. 
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