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For David Novak. the toughest part 
of every workday is getting to work. 

David is an Account Representative 
with a brokerage finn in Alexandria. But 
he lives in downtown Baltimore, 65 miles 
from the office. 

Each year he spends 750 hours just 
commuting between these two cities. 
That's the eQuivalent of nineteen 40-hour 
work weeksf 

In David's line of work, fortunes 
can be won and lost in minutes. So it's 
staggering to think what could happen in 
nineteen weeks. 

Which is why he's added a curly 
antenna tail to the outside of his car. 

And a Cellular One car phone inside. 

I Communicating While Commuting. 
With Cellular One, David 

gets to work long before he gets to 
the office. 

He can check the J?rice of a Blue Chip 
from the Beltway. Review a portfolio on 
the Parkway. And keep his clients 
up-to-date, all from behind the wheel. 

But before he chose Cellular One, 
David Novak shopped around. He looked 
at that other system, the one with the 
$49.95 rental plan. 

The price sounded too good to be 
true. And sure enough it was. Because 
that plan only covers calls made on 
nights, weekends and holidays. If you 

make a call during normal business hours, 
they1l charge you 65c a minute! 

For David, the choice was clear. 
And he's not the only one to reach this 
conclusion. Thousands more business 
pe<?ple have put Cellular One phones 
mside their cars. And those curly an-
tenna tails outside. 

And behind every one of them, is a 
tale of success. 

So, now that you know the story, call 
Cellular One at 984-7277. . 

And start a success tail of your own. 



Shop Sunday 11-7, Monday through Saturday 10-101 

When you Think Teak, Think Marlo ... 
and get this Teak Bedroom for Less! 

A. TE'AK PLAlFORM BED C. TE'AK VANITY TABLE 
Save** 5201 ! Queen size, with twin floating night Save** 569! With handy folding lid that conceals a 

.......... 5298 mirror! 34x18x28. 5108 
5177 Value** ..................... . 

(Platform Bed without Nighfstonds) 
s35& Value** . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 1228 

D. TE'AK VANITY DENCH 
Save** 530! Matches vanity described above. 

D. TE'AK DOUBLE DRESSER 
Save** 1129! With 6 roomy drawers. Total di- =~!~~~-1-~~-- ................ 538 

............... 5228 E. 3 DRAWER DRESSER 
Save** 579! Perfect for small spaces! Roomy yer ............... 5128 

F. TE'AK MAN'S CHEST 
Save** 5(59! With 5 drawers and a door to 
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~~~-. :~.

1-~~::3: ... 5288 
G. TE'AK 5 DRAWER CHEST 

Save** 5104! Get this handsome matching chest 

~2
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All Items aoftec:I in teak solids & and ae ! 
designed for easy ossembly. Nost Items shown ae in 
stock, hov.lever, all items are supported by bockt.p ship- i 
men1S lhor ae sdleduled to orriYe shortly. -_________________________________ .,. -----------

Marlo Buys Nghdlheyshopfancx.6 mills and monuoc::ll.relSworldwldeand get many special pudlasesot26%-50% off 
normal whole5ale cost. VAi.iF does not necessorlly reflecr lhe prices chaged by all OU' competlras but ae aneanesr 
efforttoprovideo ieollstle gude fa'compalng funitue ond corpetdslmilaquolhy. VAl.lF'" represen15oll asomwot 
seNlces. l3ut buy lhe Waehouse Wot and )'OU~ monev and SIi monlOin Malo's 20 Yea Llmlled Waronly. 

1. SPRINGFIELD, VIRGINIA-
Beltway exit 48 to 1-395, ½ 
mile ro Edsall Road East exit. 
First right or "Shirley-Edsall 
Industrial Park". 

2. FORESMLLE.MAAYLAND- 3. WASHINGTON, D.C.-
Beltway exit 118 ro Pennsyl- 7th & I Streets, N.W. (Gallery 
vania Avenue, 1 block inside Place subway station) 
Beltway. 

Convenient Credit Terms Avallablel 

Marlo's 
ffi SCANDINAVIAN 
• WAREHOUSE 
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N KE: 25o/o TO 33o/o OFF 
' Pursue your favorite f il1 aess sport in workout tops and shorts 

Sale 11.99 to 19.99 
Orig. $16 to $28 

Left. color-blocked shirt in heavyweight 
cotton. Medium blue/grey or royal/black. 

A dilllnnt color selection al all stoMs. 

orig. $28. SALE 19.99. Cotton corduroy 
shorts with pockets. Medium blue, tan. 
black or grey. orig. $24, SALE 15.99. 
Right. Mesh shirt. Navy, royal. black or 
white poly-cotton, orig. $18. SALE 11.99. 

- 1lern l8diale rnorkcloMIS hove been taken on original pnces 

24 HOURS DAILY 
7 DAYS A WEEK 

737-7500 
j 

Pull-on shorts in nylon taffeta with 
poly-cotton lining. Royal, maroon or navy. 
orig. $16. SALE 11.99. 
Men's Activewear (D.335), all stores. 

HECHT·s 



ARROW KN TS, SALE 2. 99 · 
Save 30% and show your stripes in sportshirts from Anow Tournament 
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\ SALE: 2 FOR s~6 

Save on corduroy summer shorts with bonus monogramming 

Regularly 8.99 each 
We'll guaradee your size, as listed, 
in slock or you will receive 
a pair at no cost. 
Young men's corduory shorts are right 
in step with fashion and are styled just 
like those famous name corduroy 
shorts with the elastic waist. Sizes S,M,L 
Monogramming in navy or white, 
at no extra charge, a 3.50 value. 
Please specify thread color. 

r-----------------~ Item ____ Quantity __ 
Size ____ Color, ___ _ 

CODD 
Chargecard 
Account No. ______ _ 
Name ________ _ 
Address _______ _ 
Oty __ State __ Zlp __ _ 
Add 2.50 handling charge for all orders 
to be delivefed In D.C., Maryland. Virginia 
or Delaware. Al other areas add $3. 
No C.OD. under $45 or outside of our 
dellYefy area. 0thetwlse C.OD. fee Is S2. 
Please add state tax where opplicable. 
D.C. residents add 61,, Maryland, 51,, 
Virginia. 4'1.. 
PHONE 737-7500 TO 
ORDER ANYTIME 
Outlying areas dlol 1/800/ 424-9205 
toll-free. TO ORDER BY MAIL SEND COUPON 
TO: HECHrs, P.O. Box 50130. F Street 

L~~!~~S.~----.J 
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IN IAICH AND APRIL of 1975, in South Vietnam, it 
became increasingly apparent that communist forces were 
gaining and that the country would soon fall. The city of 

Saigon was a microcosm of the nation's chaos. In this issue: 
some who were caught up in that nation's closing weeks 

and one family forced to stay behind. 

STRANGLEHOLD 
By PIIII McColllbs 

A Post correspondent witnesses the crumbling of a 
nation as the North Vietnamese close in on Saigon. 

8 

'I WILL NEVER FORGET' 
By Larry Engel•nn 

First-person accounts of fear and flight from Saigon. 
12 

FAITH, HOPE AND SECRECY 
By Lena H. San 

A family's nine-year wait for freedom. 
38 

Richman on Fasluon 
Restaurants 54 nes· 

Conaway on Puz'!Cs 
Wine 57 Games 

Entertaining 59 Try It! 
Answers to last week's puzzles on page 68 

61 
63 
65 
68 
71 

Cover photograph of refugees on the South China Sea 
by Nik Wheeler/Gamma Liaison 
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We designed these Wall Units 
with you in mind. 

Functional . .. Beautiful . .. Versatile, and 
of course, built to withstand use. 

Display your favorite things in what will 
become one of your prized possessions. 

For Wall Units, come see us. 
We're a lot more than just Loft Beds. 

Alexandria, VA . 924 King S1. 548-6638 the~<~ ....,._, 
Woodbridge, l'A . /4880 Farm Creek Dr. 494-3999 ;;>\UI c 
Rocki-ille. MD. 61 I Hungerford Dr. 340--0998 

Reg. ss99 

Contemporary Queen Sleeper has ! 
an innerspring mattress. coordinat- g 
ing thro,,v pillows & smart styling. It's 1-1----+--. 
co..ered in durable 100% Olon! 1-+---1---... lE 

Gallhellbulg. Mel. 1\/lontgomery Village-Phase II Ph: 921-9757 
Gtaenbelt, Mel. Cipriano Square Ph: 552-2702 
lk.lke, va. Burke TONn Centre Ph: 323-4744 
Baleyl Croaroada, Va. Leesburg Pike Plaza Ph: 379-2231 
OCopyright 1985 Sofa Beds & Such Prices effective thru April 28. 1985. 
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A reporter's personal story of Saigon's final weeks BY PHIL McC011s 

PHIL McCOMBS, 
a reporter for the 
Style section of 
The Post, was 

chief of The Post's 
Saigon bureau in 

April 1975. 

AIGON: On the last ·day I was there, April 29, 1975, 
the North Vietnamese Army shelled Tansonnhut 
airport before dawn. Hit it with 300 rounds from 130 
mm guns located miles away and ripped up the run-
way so that the American evacuation that began 
later in the day had to be by chopper. During the 
shelling tlie whole city shook and reporters went to 
the roof of the old Continental Palace Hotel to 
watch. They saw great billowing fireballs and one 
said he saw a Strela heat-seeking missile shoot up 

and disintegrate an airplane. I slept through the whole · 
thing. 

Another Post correspondent, Dave Greenway, was up 
there. I was a 30-year-old bureau chief and Greenway was a 
longtime Indochina hand who would never miss a dawn 
raid. He was dashing, and brave, a kind of legend in his own 
time and I was glad he was in town. In March when things 
had started to heat up in Indochina, Greenway had been 
vacationing in Switzerland. A messenger had found him on 
the ski slopes and passed on a cable from Post editors in 
Washington asking him to get to Saigon "soonest." The edi-
tors also sent out Don Oberdorf er, a diplomatic reporter 
with Vietnam ~xperience. I picked him up at the airport in 
mid-March and as we drove into Saigon's hot smoky sprawl, 
I remember how he mused that every country has its own 
moods and smells. Saigon, he said, smelled "lemony." 

I had a cook, baby amah, interpreter, political analyst, 
secretary and office girl-all Vietnamese. They had hus-
bands, wives, children, parents, brothers, sisters and grand-
parents. All these people wanted to escape their homeland 
during the final weeks as North Vietnamese divisions rolled 
south. But the government didn't want citizens leaving for 
fear it would trigger a rout. The executive editor of the 

paper, Ben Bradlee, 
sent $25,000 in $100 
bills to buy a boat, 
charter a plane, pay 
bribes, whatever was 
necessary to get our 
employes out. Before 
we had to use it, a se-
cret semi-official air-
lift was set up for 
Americans and the 
Vietnamese who had 
worked for them. 

It was kept secret 
SPEECH TO THE NATION: 
President Thieu on television. 

because Saigon was near panic. For a couple of weeks I 
spent little time reporting and long hours helping Post em-
ployes and their relatives escape on the airlift. I gave them 
wads of the $100 bills to help them through the refugee 
camps. The way it worked, nobody knew when a flight 
would go until a call came saying "Now!" Then I had to 
reach people fast. Sometimes they had to be hidden to get 
past guards at the airport gate. I remember driving franti-
cally with one woman and her kids trying to locate her hus-
band. We found him by chance. Then, as we screeched to a 
halt on the airstrip the family had to run pell-mell to make 
the flight. When I called my political analyst and said 
"Now!" he said, "I can't." He said his mother, who didn't 
want him to leave, had kidnaped his child to prevent it. 
Later I learned he had been a communist all along. The 
baby amah decided to stay for family reasons. The "office 
girl" lives in Washington and is swinging a good-sized real 
estate deal. 

THE FALL OF SAIGON came quick and it was a big 
story. At the beginning of the year there had been a lull in 




