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, urance ith cl11ldrl'll 
in their ICTi~~rmmi~~~ia/ . benefits to 
similar!_ ency pro\'1-
sion "dis · larncrs h\ 
rcqu1rin ,e, th;1t ;1f-
l°lHJ lcss1tt1~~R1:!tl ),-~'."'=":.: 11 i~ produc-
ed by th1t"-1?R~~~~~~&~~~M men.'' 

The plurality concludes th:.11 the ,. 1 e'rential treat-
men t of nonderendent widows and \\idO\\ers results 
not from a deliherate congresl(ional intention "to 
remedy the arguably greater A1eeds or the for111er. 
but rather from an intentioji to aid the dcrendt:nt 
sro uscs of dece:.1scd w:.1ge earners. coupled \\ ith the 
1•rt:sumrtion that \\ives ad usually dependent." Tht: 
l1:1h c,1111:eivahk justification for thi, ,tatutm\ 
rre~um pti on. is th~ un\'erificJ ,1ssumption "th;1t it 
1\ 0 uld sa\·e the Go\cr1fo1e11t time , money. and l.'ilort 
~imr ly to ray benefit's to all \\id <rnS. rather th;1n t\) 
~e4uirc rroof of derendency ... Such an :1, ,umptiun. 
does not suffice. 1· 

Concur.ring ir/the resolt, \1 r. Justice Stevens i~ 
cvn \ inced th.at / the relev:.1111 di,crimin:.1ti on in this 
~·a,e is agains( survi\·ing male srou,es rather th ;1n 
.11.!:.Jin st dec'eased female wage earners. He 
1..· l; ;.iracterize~ the statutory di,criminati(111 ;1ga ins t 
m:1l es as trnerelv "the accidental bv-product of <1 

traditiop-~I \\ay ~f thinking about fe,;1:.iks" a n-9 con-
cludes .- that ·strn1ething more than :icL·ide.nt i~ 
rr cces-5arv to justif\' the dispar ;1 te tre;1tmcnt of rer-1 . . . 
sor}~ '"whn have as strnng a claim to e4u;t! treatment 
.1:/ do similarly situated sur\1v1ng ,pou~es ." (P.igc 
3051) 
:\o Federal Jurisdiction 

DISPL:TE. OVER AIHLIFTU) 
\ IET CIIILDRE"i J\ll ST GO TO STATE COL RT 

It is common know ledge that federa l courts an: 
:l' ,1th to have ,1nything to do with domestic relations 

11 ,1t tcrs. But federal ju ri~dictilrn ~eL'llh to 111;1~c 
w rc sense 11here the U.S. G o1 ernment w;,is in-

. d h ed in airlil.ting \'ictnamc~e children into thi~ 
.llu ntrv ;.ind rclati\·es or~ome ufthc children seek to 
,re1en·t adoption or to han; the children returneJ. 
I 11c U.S. C nurt nf Appc:tls for the Fiftl.1..('i_rJ.:ujt 
.u.lii.:d10\\e\er, th~11 tl1t: tr :~ _p_n;_i_Ub1.ops-off.r .oli1:) 
r the feds_r.aL.bmcb. r..:garding do11 H.:st ic rel;1tiou .~ 
i:1tt-~rs-~us1 reqiJ a, a \'ietn :1mcsc Qrandmothcr . 
1d unck St:L'k to halt adoj'l1011 procee ing~. fht:1 

.c ~ the return of four s111a ll children 11 ho fuund 
,ci r 11ay into the homes of t11 0 \lic higan fa111ili•..:s 

,; te r being brought to the U.S. by the Federal 

( i\l\'c11 1111 c11t in ,t~ hah:, Ii Ct opcratiun.(/\nh \' , Levi, 
2/ 15 / 77) 

The L·hi ldren had been rlau:d in a Yietnamc,c 
11rph,111:1~c for saldcepi111; hy :heir r;1ternal grancJ-
111utlicr :111 d u11~·1c. \\ hilc they nc1cr ,ignL·J :, release 
lur :1d\lptiu 11. the director o f tlie orphan:1gt: did ~ign 
;111 order to expedite their airlift to safety from the 
npectcd fighting. The Michigan families with 
\\ horn 1 he children found a horn<.: want to adopt, 
hut tht:lf ellorh in the \1ichigan c,1urt, to effect 
a parental rights termination were rnet by.a federal 
tc111porary restraining ordt: r . 

The ~~~it! for~~ll i~_~!~t.n ot the I'!.:!C~r pl.ice to 
d,:.:-idc t..'ll~toJ:-,. llllllelt:r. ,tndtli'c rRO i-. allo1\ed tll 
C\ pi,e II itli ,1 ut ri, ,cning int,) J1Cfll1,111Cnl illJllllCtion. 
2X l!SC ~241 clc ;1rl:, r ruhihit, kderal court de ter-
riiin;iti'on- l,f (,:·ustody _b.u t thcfact is thatthe Federal 
(~ 01·ern111c 11t throue h th<.: lrn111 ig r;1 ti Pn Dt:partmcnt 
npL·Jitcd thL· :1d111i"ion \ll' the children into the 
nluntr). Once thC) 11cre here. th oug h. the ft:deral 
;1grnc~ il,1J nothing to d o \\ith cu stody. Feder ;j 
Cllll rh du h:t\ c habeas cor rus jurisdiction \\ here a 
L·,nist 1t ut1un, tl r1uht to cu ~tnd \ " a~ \ crtcd, hut the 
L·tiurt L·u11L·lude, 'ih:1t thi, rig h.t sl10u!J fir st be pur~f 
,ued in thL· ,talc cuurts in u rdn to avoid rroceJur8 
Jcl.1y a11J unnecessary cost. 

Pur\uit o f custody in stat<.: co urt would ~ufficien t- ' 
I~ 11 rnlL'L' l th e Jue proce,-. rights or·1hc grandmother 
;1nd uncle. tile L·tlllfl declare\. The inapprorri;1teness 
iii tlic l'cderal juri:.,diL·tion is highlighted by the fact 
th.it the ,t:1lL' . .111d n,it the federal. go\-ernme·n1 has 
the jud11..i :il ,111_.~ ,oci~tl 1\elfare_21_r. ~1c turs_.nece,,ary 
for l.0'tc-rm iniiig Cl1-;t~1dy ind supervi si ng children. as 
11c:I ;1, tile :1hilit\· to find 1\h~1t is in th<.: children's 
he,t inter~i,~ -(P;~c 2276) ---- ... - . . . 

Tile , tatu, llf airlifted \ ' ictnarnese children ha~ 
hcen i11 d1nt1L11·ersy hcfnrc . In ;1 cha llenge tn the 
lcg :!lit y l,f ho\, the children 11ert: brought here and 
the n;1turc ur their cu~ tud_\. th<.: U.S. C our t -uf 
·\ ppc,tls fur the Ninth Circuit held that a federal 
~·uurt under the 1\d 111ini'ilratin: Procedure Ad 
L'tH!l d ie1 ie\\ the propriety of such federal ad-
111ini-.trati1 t: conduct 1\hcre there is a \·iolation of 
Cllibti tuti ona l rights . r--h1reo,er, the court al so noted 
th at federal h;1heas co rpus ju risdiction could arply 
:1-, 1\cll. lSec 2 FLR 207)) Later on. the U.S. 
Di~t,1L·t C1H11 t flir N o rthern California. \\'hile noting 
th e pri,1r '.\intli Circuit deci~i on. refused tu certify 
,1, ,1 L·LI'>, :1L·tiu11 :.i clai111 11 hich ;1ll eged that ~orne of 
tlie 1.. hildre:1 .i irlifte J from Vietnam \\ere brought 
hL· re improperly . (Sec 2 fLR 2370) 
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fir s t year and Sl'IO for renewal Sc,,i11d cl.is - pmta;·c paid cit Wa,I ii:r. ton. D .C. :ind ;i t arlditinn:tl 111:u!J1 i.r offi ces. 
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c f rrotection unde r the Fourteenth \ mendrm:nt mu, t :d,o 
.ti under ou r holding that foster rarenb hal'e no right to adort 

,1 foster child and thus no right to contes t the agency's 
\\rthholdin g of consen t ." • • • 

•\ , th e trial niurt rc..:ogni,.ed, J sta te ,t.rtutc o r .s1:1tc· p,1li, ·:, 
that ncry ..:hild hal'ing mi.,cd black and" hitc 11arcnt.1gc C()uld 
r11ll be adopted b, :i 11 h1tc fa111il) ,L,uld 11,,1 be c:,n111tc11anl cd un-
der the United Stales Constrtutron. • • • 

Lihert\ under L\11 e,t cnds to the full range ol rnndu Ct 11hic:h 
:he rndil'.idual is free tu pursue, and it ..:anno t be res tr icted e,-
c:ert for a rroper gol'ernmen tal objccti1 e. • • • 

\\' hile it is t rue . as stated by the Georgia Surremc Court. tha t 
J'fOJ1Crl) rights thJt are rrntectahle under the due procc,s 
,·l.iusc of the Coml1tut1011 .ire gcnn,rlly crc ,1ted b) ,talc la" . a 
Jetcrmrnltion of 11h at is a "ltbcrt," intcrc,t hJs been J mJttcr 
,if kdcral constitutional la\\. • '• • Thu,. 11 l11lc this Court 
recognizes the Georgia Surremc Couri·s decision th:11 1!11.: 
DrumnllJnds ha, e no "rropnt) ·· interest 111 their rka 1,1 adopt 
I 1rn1m. Jrising fr,1m their being "rs)ch,>lugical p.rrrnt," u l the 
,h rld. the ab~en..:c ,1fsu..: h ri gh t duo not lurccln,c the ,·l:1irn th:r l 
:h n ha 1e a "lr bcrt)" right of 11!11..:h the Stal<.: cJnnut dc:pri1..: 
them II rthoul a due rrucess hearing . • • • 

l·urthermure. the Drummonds claim that thq ha1c been 
,k;ircd the orportunit) to :1durt a mi,ed ra,·c chrl<l°hec:1u,c of :1 
· _,i c u r pulr..:y uf the defcnd.1111 13 0,1rJ th.11 ,u,·h a ,!11ld II rll. a , :1 
·1 .11tc r ol course. be rlaccd fo r adupti,1n uni) 111th b:.ick 
J'.ircnt>. rf a1 aii:Jblc . • • • 

The defendants contend that the record. 11h1ch 11c hav e 
.1ttcm111ed t-u outline abo l'e , suprur b the trral c·uurt \ dcter-
·.rn.11 i,,n th JI the defcndJnts did nut u,e thl' fadur of r:1c::e 1m-

i' l'~I11r,;rf,J , in de nying the Drummonds ' right tu .rdl,rt the 
,l1rld. The) further argu e th:it th ere is no rrlllect:1blc intnc,t 
.. ndcr the Fourteenth .-\ mend111cn t llf 11111,·h the ,tal c ;1c:t1on 
11.1 , dq1ri1e them . Thus, the) contend tha t nu pruce,s is due 111 
1'1 e dc..:rsiunmal..ing that re sul ted in their denial. • • • 

As 1, :1lrcJd) clearly indicated, neit he r the Drumm onds nu r 
I rmmy 11ere accord td l'icmental due rroce" in the rroceedrng, 

:'1 Jt re sul ted in the te rmination of the Dr ummon ds' fo111il1:i l 
1cl.1tionshi p 11ith th e child and in his being tinall) and irrnn-
, ,bl) tal..en a11ay rro111 the only parents he had kno1111 d uring hi, 
nfJnC ) . •••The record no11 a1·ailable is >trnngly ,uggc,tr\e u f 

, 1, fJc:t th:11 the dec isio n 11as made bt:fore the firs t t im~ the 
l)rummonds 11ere inter \'ie11ed and th:.11 at no time therea fter 
,,ere the\ gi 1en a n orro rtunit) to meet an) set orre4uired stan-
,!.rrds either b1 C\'idence ur other rroor. • • • The nne rernrrrng 
·heme that mo re than argua bl) runs thrnughout the re rnr d " 
:h e one dealing with race and the desire of the casc11orker, :1nd 
, urcr11,o rs to e,\plain to the Dru111111 on ds not 1d1at o ther 
l'J,o ns C\isted fo r their not being rcrmittcd to keer T1111m). 
ut to c,11la1n to them 11hy the underl) inp. roliq C\i ,tcd. ,uch 
,1 11(y allegedly be ing that ir a hlac l.. f:1111ih 11 as ;11,1rlahlc. ;1 

,I .re l- o r mi ,cd race child 11,iu ld be pl-1,·l'd 111 th such fJnlll) 
.1th t:r than with a white fJ111 il). • • • 

\\ e hJ1 e alreJd\' discussed the oi stt: nce uf a libcrt 1 111l crt:,t 
· th e Dru mmon ds . We no11 turn to the 4ue,ti on 11heihcr therr 
int enti on that thC) have been denied c4ual rroteetil,n or the 

111s because o f the alleged poliq of the dercndants en111le, 
1,·111 tu a hearing. • • • 

'.\ ll amoun t of :.1nalysis or C\j1l ana ti on of the document, 
-c rJrcd an d utrl1Led b) the defendant, \1cJUld surror t :1 finding 
·· an) ha,is on 11h ich the) a.:tuall) decided th.rt the Dru m-
,, nds 11ere not suitable as adorti\'c J1,irents. • • • T hnc i, no 
.,terncnt or fa.: t finding o r detcrrrnn:1l 1cH1 th.11 this fact 11.1, tht: 
" 's fo r the denial . • • • 
\\ c cundude that under the l.111 uf thrs Circuit as ann ,,un,·ed 
\1e rgrll . the Dru111rn onds arc entitled tu h.11e a hc:1r1ng 111th 
icJst ,ome of the cle ments o f rruccdurJI due procc" before 

n ..:.in be bound b\· a bald detcrminat1on (1d1ic:h. in fact, 11as 
;' e1cn mad e b) th e deknd.1nts here) th.it no impcrmi,"b le 
,:, d:ird, of race controlled th e ir action. • • • 
In sum . 11c ccm:lude thJt both the foster 11.irrnts ha, 1ng .r 
,,c famrl1J I relat 1onshi11 during the first )Cars uf this ehrld', 

·e .ind the chil d him self have a 11rotcct:1blc inte rest under the 
•urteent h :\rnendmcnt 11hich cannot be denied them 111th o ut 
. l' rroce;s of law . We also co n..:lude that thei r ..: untenti ons 
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th:11 th,·:, h;11·c ht:cn denied e4ua l rrotection of the J;11,, bcca u;e 
thei r joi nt fami lial rel:.1tiunship had hcc~ broken b) state actio n 
so leh on account of race re 4ui res a due process hear111g to 
dctern)ine the truth o r fal,Jt) o f this con tentio n. \\'e al,o co n-
clu de tha t Ti mmy h,1s a righ t to intervene b) rrorcr order in 
the t rr: rl rnurt 11:'nd Tnt) -Tuttle, .I . 

/)i11, ·111 [Tn1) l he 111:tJorrt) nr rniun up,n, 11ith a 4ue ,11un 
th.it ,i111pl_1 ;, 11<it a, 1-,·d in this case. The 4u c,tion ;+CC:ur.1teh 
pu t i, thi, . 111:l\ a ,talc agenl'), charged 11ith the responsibi lrt) 
nr pl.1c·i11g fur ad,>ption a ch ild in it, legal cu,tud\ , tal-e into 
cons idt:rati on the ra n : uf the child an d the rac;: o f rro,rcc ti\'e 
adurti1 e rarcnts 1,rthuut l'io lating the C unst rt ut iun of the 
United States'' ,., 

The record dcie, q1pport the fJct tha l race 11a, taken rnt() 
c·on,idcrati un in a rather sub'>la ntial 11 ayin the agen t.+· dcci,wn 
th.11 the chrld 11uttld he helter placcd,iri a home ot her than the 
pl:iintrffs' . ·1 he 4rie,tion " 11he thc r tlfc agrnc:,, no t acting unde r 
the i111rcr:.1ti1c uf' ,Ill) l.111 ur ur).,~cld rng autun1Jtic rule. bu t 
rather in the nerc·i,c of' its f,n di,crctiunar) rnnceph uf 
,u,·cc"tul chrld rl ;1c:e111cn t. m.,~ l'()n,titutronalh t.11-c int n con-
,1dn.1t1u11 a, ;1 n 1111rortJn t _,/'a.ctur the race u'f the chrld an d 
pruspc..:til'l: parents. ' 

On tlm narrLlll puinr of ·rnn,trtutiun:rl la11 I 11ould afflf111 the 
de,·i,1<H1 or th e dr-,tr,,.'t cuurt. ;--.;u intcrr rct:iti un ol th e 
Con,111u11011 Ill Jl1\ cA,c cited to this Court rrel'enls :.i ,ta tc 
..:hrld pl.1ce111cnt :1genC) fr om luu l- ing to the best intcresh of a 
..:hr!J 111 rt, cu,1, id\. :1, judged b\ a~cnc\ detcrn1int:d cr1te r1a. in 
deciding II hne t ll :11 ch rid ,hould he 11l:1ct:d f,ir rcrm;ine nt 
:1duplrl,n I I' the/rgcnq decide, th..it ph)stc,tl ch:rracterr-trc·s of 
prn,pcct11e o1dufit11c p:rrcnts in relation tu th o,e o f the chrld arc 
1111p n rt.1111 cri,n:ria fnr prlltectrng the bes t 1nt<:re'1s of the ch rid. 
the Con,tittltion dnt:, r1< >t pre1cn t it. T u rcrrnrt c·u1J<;idcr;1t 1on 
uf'ph1,rc:.il.d1:.ir.1,tcri,11c, nccc":rrrl) carr ie s v.ith 11 permrssrun 
1,1 l'lllhrd e'r racial ,h:irJctcristio Thi s reco rd renecb nuthing 
more th.111 a l:1rgc numbe r uf agcn..:) and social wor kers v. it h 
un4uc,.11oned crcdcnti;ds endeal'oring to find a per man ent 
f:1 111i ly hu111e lur T imm) that 11 otrld be bes t fo r him fo r the re st 
,>I' h1~ l1k . [l:11d Tni] -Ronn. J. 
1 l>ru111rnund 1 . Fulton County Dept. of Family and Childrrn's 
S r nicl's; (',\ 5, 2/ 2/ 77) 

FEDERAL JURISDICTION UNAVAILABLE TO 
DETERMINE VIET CHILDREN 'S CUSTODY 
S to ic . 11 0 1 jedNa/. struct11re is cq11ipped ro 
den/ 11 ·irh c11.1tod1· 111al/ers. cons tifll tional 
rights assi'rtohle in sta re co11rt: srare remedies 
11111ST be cxhu11.1red. 

T ht: h,inJ~-urr pnlic::, concerning fL-derJ I rnu rt jur isdic -
tion 111 dumc,tic relati ons cases has not cha ngC'd, the L' S. 
D is tri ct Court for bstcrn :'-.l ic h igan ex plai n s . an d 
there fo rt: it rrc1 c·nts the c0urt fr o m entertaining jurisdic-
tion to eI1Jl1in ;_iJoption proL-ccdings of Vietname,e b;_ibies 
hrvught hcrL: at the end u f tht: Viet l\iam war. Th e pater-
n;_i l gr;rnJmother a nd uncle; of fo ur Vietnamese chi ldren 
, o ught tht: ir ret urn from the t1\ u \1 ichig;_in families who 
11;1n t t l, aJ ,ip t t ht:m. :\ s rl :1intiff,. tht: g randmoth er and 
unL·k l1.1d J,iinc d fnkr,11. stat e, an d loc:1! ofTici;_i ls :ind the 
l'v,tcr 11.rrent, :.l'i dcft:mLrnts. The children 1\1.:rc rl;_iccd in 
;1 ViL:tn.1111t:,c urphan.igc fo r ,;_ifdcer1ng ;_ind airlifted to 
the St.r tt:, . hut no rt:k.rse fl, r adoption 1\ as C\'Cr ~igncd hy 
the gr :1nd111otht:r :111d unck :ilt houg h the direct o r of th e 
.'> ' 1c t11amc, e o rph :rnagc Jid sig n o ne. 

\\ '1th adoptio n -proct:eJings pend ing in M ichigan 
prob.rte c:ourts. tht: U.S. court tc mpor;_iri l) enjoined r;_i rental 
rights tt:rmination. H o M:\·cr . unde r 28 U.S .( 2241 
l'cJL: 1.1! L'L•urts :tr t: wi thou t jurisdictio 

t:u,1ons at ;_i e era! law gives federal immigrati o n of-
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ficiab authority to rnntrol admi,sion of aliens as the: 
h:11 e here but hal'c nothing to do 11 ith custud). True. 
ldt.:rJI courts do ha11.: !1.~bca, l'.l>rrus jurisdiction 11 ith 
rcg;1rd to states, their n>urts :ind ru,tcr r:ircnts unJcr 28 
US.C. 2241 (c) (3) . Howe1n, t~1rJ_sdiction is 
authoriLcd after nha u, ti un of st:1te remed ies unless ,u ch 

',\in effort ·1, ou1a ·prn1c u,cless acnirJing to SeL'lion 2254. 
t 1'ny- :ibsolurc C0ns tituti onal right to custody at issue 

could :rnd ,hould he rur,ueJ in the st;1te courts in the first 
place in order to avo1J rrocedural delay. This proces, is 
en ough to protect the due process rights of the grand-
mother ;rnJ uncle in this instance. The fact that the state 
and not the federa l s~ stcn1 has the judicia l and socia l 
structure nccessar:, for rroperl:- determining custody and 
,urcn·ising chilJrcn, along 11 ith the abilit:, to gathi.:r thi.: 
nccc ,, ar) inform.ition to con,id..:r thi.: children's bc,t in-
terests, is important. l\loreol'er. ,ince the state and not 
the ft:deral structure rrescntly controls the children, 
federal habe:is corpus jurisdiction is just not arpror ri:ite. 
( . .\nh v. Lei i. ?. / 15 / 77) 

01r:e.11 uf Op111iu11: [ Tn1] .-\ J,1pt1 on pr\lce,d1llgs f,ir the 
c:hilJrcn Jrc 11'.J\\ pcnJ111g Ill J1f1c rc11t ,t..Jgcs Ill )he t",l Jcklld-
ant Pr ohJ tc Court> . .b ut no f1n:il order rending adopti on ha, 
he.en entered: and this Court, on Jul:- 7. I 976. enj oined the 
Probate Court defendants from 1s,uing final orders of ad option 
or further ,1rdcrs term in:itin!! parental right s \\ it h rc sr1cct tu 
;,,11d adoption proceedings . SJid order d id nut rc strit:t the 
Probate Court dcfend.tnts fro m supervision of the custod) o f 
the children or fr om invcsti!!alion and other normal prcliminar) 
adopt iun pro,·ced 1ngs. • • • · 

If the Court has ju risdiction to order an) pan:- or combin a-
tion of panics to sur ren Jcr or deliver custody of the children tu 
the plaintiffs, it must be pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 22-H. Federal 
courts do nut h:ive jurisdiction to m,ikc a custod) dctcrn1inatiun 
e1er) time it is asserted that a person 's custod) is 1-rungful. 
••• 

It is pruv[ded in __ 8_ U.S.C. I 182 (d) (6) that the Att ornc) 
General ,hall prescribe iionaitions, including exacti on vf such 
bonds a, ma)' be nccc,,.ir) , to control and regulate the admis-
, iun and return of excludJblc aliens appl) ing for lempura r) ad-
mission under subse,·ti,in (d) . The Federal defendants corrcc.:tl) 
argue that the statutory grant of auth ority tu the Attorney 
Grneral is tu insure that the alien doc, not put himself bC)vnd 
the reach of immigration authorities . lt __ i~. not a gr.int o f 
:1u1horit1 tu adjud 1ca1e or enforce cust0J1al o-r ·constitutional 
cfafiisiinil -l:la1ms-_- - - ·· --- · - · - -

Thc-·ultimatc custody bJttle here is het11cen the pla inti ffs on 
one hand and the Fost er Parent defe ndants on the other. Nu 
mat ter 11hich side is c1entu:illy successful, the children 11ill'rc-' 
nr.mrm-ttn,uniTccf s la l es . I h C p J1i11Tiff I e I t d O 1 IO t ,4,i iHH 1i-
c us t ud :- ul the children onoehalf of the child ren's parents. hut 
r:1thcr fur thcmsc!lcs . There i, no .1llegat1 un or pretense th .i t the 
plaintiffs arc attempting tu obt J1n custody to return the 
children to Vietnam. 

The children arc in the custody of the United States in one 
scn,e. but such custody is nut challenged. Under thc , c cir-
cumstances. it is my opinio n that the Court has no po11er tu 
make Jn e!Tc,·t1ve custodial order :1gJin, t the h·dcral defend-
ants. 

If the Court has aut ho rity· tu e,ercisc habc:is jurisdiction 
aga1n, t the StJ tc. ProbJtc Co urt. and Foste r Parent defend-
ants. it 1s rursuant to Sc,·tion n-11 (c) (3). 

There 1s 01 crv.hc lmi ng authur1t:- that state prisone rs mus t ex-
hau )t ;n.1il ab le state court remedies before reso rting tu federal 
h:ibea, corr,us. 

It became an absolute rule that frdcral courts nut grant 11r 11, 
prior to C\hausti on of ,late rc1 ncdies v.hcre no special cir-
cumstances 11crc present. The rule in the normal state criminal 
law context 11as codified . 28 U S .C. 2254 . • • • 

Section 225-1 contains its own e,ceptions, including the situa -
tion where there arc circumstJnccs rendering such proce,s in-
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elfcdi1 c to rrutcct the rights of the pr iso ner. Mos t of the case 
l:111 dc:fining the cxhJu sti on requirement involves criminal 
pro,ccu ti ons under state law . • • • 

It 1, Ill) orin1on that the plaintiff, not only h:lle effective 
rrn1ed1cs .11ai L1hlc in state court, hut ,ilso that the availab le 
sl:lte rrn1nli..-, .ire more effective for a number of reasons than 
th l"l' 1)ft ercd here 

L nlc" the pl.11n t1ff~ h,l\e an ah,olut e const1tut1onal r1f!h l tu 
rn,t\ld:-. the fin:il detcrminat,un o fcustod:- v..ill depend in v.hole 
or 1n r :1rt on is,ue, of state law. • • • 

I f the pl:11ntim have a cun,t1tutional right tu enforce in this 
co urt. thrn thl::- have the absolute right tu enfo rce the same 

1
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ril!l1t in ,talc court, and there is no reason to bel,evc that the 
plaintiff< rrnc:cdural right to assert such substantive right will 
not he re, peel cd . • • • · 

I here ;ire other reasons fur not enterta i~ ng federal habeas 
Jtir 1, d1ct11111 in thi, case against the Slate, Probate Court. and 
I n,t cr l'.11e 1ll dckndJn t,. If th1, cuu rt \\ere tu C\erc1 ,c federal 
h.1hc.1, Juri,dict1 ,1n . ,om e further state co urt involvement would 
be nccc,,.ir: because su pervision of the conditions o f temporar:-
c·u,tod:- ,, hilc the children arc in the homes of foster parents ,s 
nccc,sar). The state has the Judi cia l and social structure for 
such ,upcn i,iu n. Th is court does no t. 

1·urtherm urc, 1r the ultim at e question o f cust od) turns on 
dc1crmin.1t1 llns of best interest , the state cou rts a nd their an -
c·1ll.1 r, soc1:tl agcn,·ie, arc 111 a fa r better pu,1tion tu gathe r d:ita 
from neutral sources to make such determinat io n. 

0111 iouslv, there is no effecti ve habeas ju risdiction in this 
court again .st the O ther defendants beca use the:- have no pre-
sent control o, er the children. [End Tex!] -Churchill, J . 
(An h 1. Lcti; t.;SDC E:\1ich, 2/ 15 / 77) 

TEXAS COURT ALLOWS MARRIED 
WOMAN TO HAVE NAME CHANGED 

Cif('S general policy uf other state courts 10 
\rant r('q11es1s fur name changes . 

\ 

The 1cxas Court of Civil Appeals reverses a lower 
court's refusal to let a married woman change her name 
b;1ck to her maiden name . The lower court held that her 
husband was :i necessa ry party to the action since he had 
a l'c,ted right in the subject matter: that the petition fail-
ed to state a suffi-:ien t legal or equitable grounds for the 
grant: that there is no sta tutory or case law authorizing a 
marricd 11ornan to change her name from that of her hus-
band: and that to gra11t the name change would give "the 
arpcarance of an illicit cohabitation against the morals 
of socie ty ." The appellate court rejects each of these 
;.irguments and cites recent cases from Indiana and 
l\Ltinc fo r the pr oposition that courts should grant 
n;1111c-changc petitions unless there exists some 
"\1 rongful, fraudulent or capricious p·urpose." "To deny 
her thi s right," the court states, .. would be a violation of 
e4ual protection under the law by creating an invalid 
d.1s,ification based on sex." (In re Erickson, 2/9/77) 

OiRcl"I of Opinio n: [Tn1] The court den ied the change of 
name st:1ting 111 its f1nd1ngs of fact and law that: (I) the 
arrellant's husb.ind had a vested right in the subject matter of 
the pctit1un and. therefore . v.,1s a neces sa ry party: (2) the peti-
ti o n failed tu state ,ufficicnt legal o r equitable grounds for the 
p.int: (3) there is no statutory o r case !av. auth orizing a 
111.,rricd 11 om an tu change her name from that of her husband: 
.rnd (-1 )" tu grant the change of name v. uuld give "the a ppearance 
of :in ill1c1t c.:o-habitat1nn agair. -t the morals o f society, " that it 
11 l> uld not be in th~ best in terest of their minor children. and 
that ,, 1thuu t evidence of some advantage in her professional 
caracity, the grant "would be detrimental to the institution of 
the home and family life and contrary to the common law and 
customs of this ,tale."••• 
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W .. HAT struck me du~~g°ibe 15 m~ntlis I .li\'ed in ' : . dinner that they bad to put an end to their sufferings;· ! 
Saigon after the takeover was the continual bard- distributed poisoned soup. · • · , '.;._.,' " ;,_, .? 

enlng of the regime. When the Bo Doi [the North Viet• Some came to see me before such suicides to ask · 
namese soldiers] entered Saigon on April 30, 1975, the, whether it was a grave sin. Here and there someone who : , 
•first reaction among tbe"people was one of fear. And\ .• ,'__·,_ , _ _-had ~n saved 'just time would tell wbat had hap/ 1 
then slowly' they began to go ,out again. There were few , , . . pened. A ~oung woman tofd me that she had aw~k~oed· . 'f 

- acts or violence .and, it seemed, few executio~s. The '· _ , · in a hospltal corridor piled v.ith 'hundreds or bodies:-· { 
great "campaign" f_or "puri!icati_on or morals .and cu1-·. • Those who were still living had their stomachs p~mped 
ture" took the form of vast autos-dd-f e. All the adorn• · · · out. Group S\licides went on for several weeks. 
ments of "bourieois': cul!~e _ were to b~ destroyed. In).-; -~~f ·;jf~_::;/ -) • ;-' . . ) ·;._ \ ·• 1 .• · • \ -:-:_~~ 7: i 
our (Catholic education] _Cel}ter w~ bad some 80,000 V':)l_ .. "'- I • Problems of Sun·h'al . . . " . .J, '. ·J • ·.: 4 

.umes,alargenumberofwhich··webadtoburn.Lists ·-. ·-·.• , .• ,•r: ....... -~ - • , . · • .. ' ' · · - · . . 1. ,,.- • ",: 
were compliled of all those who bad collaborated with. · · .. • T O EAT, to su1:1ve - that ~all the m3.l~_ pr~blem. • 
th ).d · · d · r ll .,. tell t 1 • · , , . , , When I left [Saigon], I was httle more than skin and eo regunean o a m ecuas. , b ·•-·.- ' 1 · d · 1~ · · 

After freezing bank accounts in June, tbe gove.rnment < , ones,_ aod ga!I!e ~yer 30 pounds af:t~r ~~urned [to_. ·; 
announced in September that everyone bad 12 hours to · F:anceJ. But still. 1 \\as one _of the P!1Vileged, a for-
take his money t~ the banks J>ef ore it became valueless. 'i· • 1 ._ eig~er ! bad pie right to :eceiye µ10ney ~rom !lbroad'i • , 
Each family henceforth had the right only to.the equiva• ;: . 0 _ ~, , Fish 15 a luxury. fisherm~ are n~ longer aJlowed . 
Jent of l}lOO french francs (about $225]. · • · .. - to g~ out to sea because people ,used the boafs .l!' es~pe, . 
. An epidemic of suicides followed. Entire families . and many o( lhe motors were r~mC?yed to a~~Hd -~· At __ . 

killed themselves with revolvers. A former police officer _ .. , . ": ·. ~ungtau, the lar~e P~ near Sa~go!l- th~ a~~onties d~ , 
b t his 10 hildr his ,if ·· d h" th • 1 d - . .,,- c1de every mormng \\ h1ch fisherman can gp~out, and lie . . 

5 0 c en. \\ _e is mo ez:-m• aw, an_ _, i . . .. . d.. hil his famil ~ · · · 
tb~11 -t ;~t~~r,_ ;arqr' ex~~~~ing to his f~y a~ · ' :ta;~~o~~~e • '!' , _ ._. _ i Y:._ ! · :_ 

~· '_There is no famine; qu{ many··u:e·in-~~ry. The tw.o_ -
_ _.. stap1e foods are rice and the Chinese potato, ·which is< 

Gelinas, a French Canadian Catholic pri~st and' a 
Chinese scholar, lit·ed in_ \"ictnam frum 1948 until ht ··· •· 
u·aa EqpeUed last uear, ·1s monin.s after the fall o/Sai-·~ •' 
gem. An account of his experiences, given to two report- · . 
Era of the Paris w'eeklu L'Express, qppeared in The_ , 
J\'ew York 'Ret'iew of Books, from which this article i., · . 
exce_jted. 

-~-- . 

. normally eaten by animals but is now mixed with rice to . 
make it go further. It's a good day when one can get 
bold of some shrimp. Two pounds of meat costs half of 
one month's·sa)ary of 15,000 pjastres·, a goo~ salary: DOiS 
8!3d cats disappeared long ago; .·.. ,. · 

• w- • • ! 



f: - "niere v,ere ·a ireat many thieves .at if1e begiti-nlng be-
VJETNAM , From ~age.Ci •·~ - ·: - · - cause or the misery, but now the ·police· are better organ-

Th~ rich from time to time sell an object, a plec~ of ' lzed. And the Bo Doi never steal. Many can be bribed. 
furnlture. Those able to do so still trade 00 the black ; but if they -.i·ant something, they pay for ll . . · 
market with th~ Bo Doi. The soldiers and cadres use spe- t The Bo Doi also a'ct as guardians of "good morals" and 
_cial state. stor_es an4 can resell the merchandise at 10 · l ·· . •'.correc~ dress," the pajam~ worn by ~ta. Since -,; 
times 19e price. in prfnciple, of ;course; holding on to . .; ... _, they're expensive and ~e material 1s hard to get, people ; 
supplies and concealing them.ts ."~tipatriotic" behavior" · . ( . : :,. wear their ·_old clothes, o~ten of "W~t.ern':, cut, ·anc1 so 1 

and therefore forbidden. Now ana then someone 1s ar: r.1-~: '118Y .tbemselvf:S p~hed about and questioned by, 
rested and killed, ~ut -~l this is rat~er uns_ystematic el-,, y · - . ~Idlers who accuse them of "insulting the _people: and , 
ther because of inefflClency or calculation: 50 long u · · "displaying their riches." Coquetry is seen aa capitalist,"'-
there are supplies of g_oods a source of possible profit re- bpurgeois. From time to ttme, a soldie'r will enter a bua ; 
mains for those in power. ; . _ ·. _ with a small scissors and cut the nails of young women if . ' 

One o! my students, the son of a big shopkeeper, told , they seem too long. ; ·. '., -
me that ~e would have to be away for two or three . Although there are no more night clubs or bars, there / 
weeks. The police bad come to the store to arrest the en- :are still prostitutes. Ohe sees them on Tu Do Street, lean• 
tire family, but ~he officer in charge had proposed a Ing against the trees as they always did. · . ·i '. -. , :·. 
deal: for 8 million piastres he would hold off for I From time to time, the Jfewspapers announce the exe-
mo!)th. So the family bad to try to borrow the money ~utlon, imprisonment or dismissal of certain officiali for 
from fr.iends and ~el~tives and then quickly sell off their "dishonesty," ·abusive acts of seizure, etc. It's impossible · 
goQds to pay them back. • .. •.:.,.. · .. ,, •. _ ·. 1. _ to say whether these announcements are true. · · •: . 

The poor have no such recourse. They have to try sim- , . Such questions are decided _entirely in secrel By con-
ply to· subsist in Saigon; I began to sey· many with swol- trast, a citizen can be arrested simply for saying yes or 
Jen stomachs. Or they must go to the "new zones." 0r· no. The regulations are such that everyone is always a 
they could beg, but now that's forbidden and no one bas' little eullty. Walking in the street you may see that the 
the right to help a beggar; government policy is to sen<t police have cordoned off a house, the family waiting in 
such p~ple away from Saigon. . . . . ·. the street while a search takes place. If they want to ar• 

!-t the beginning one saw people hawking g~ on ev- rest someone they can always produce, as coming from 
. . ery street cotner in order to live _ a cup of tea, a bowl the house, something they've brought in themselves. 

of soup, a few cigarettes. But last June the authorities And so you see them coming out with a radio transmit· 
"cl~ed up" the streets. The famous ''thieves' market" ter, a submachine gun, etc.- evidence of a "'plol" ..... 
has now disappeared, but one can still see some· ; mall- In the countryside, when they want_ to arrest a priest 
time peddlers, always on the lookout and ready to run. or a ''traitor," they often accuse him of rape. There are 

- With so many shortages, possibilities for corruption always four or five sturdy women, whose rape one 
and black-marketeering abound. ·when Heft, the black would think quite unlikely, to swear they have been vio-
market was thriving more than ever, for without it there lat:ed, No OJ!e believes it, but that ma~~ n~ ~ _fere~~~ / -, 
were many things you simply could not get - for exam- In fact, most arrests are based on .. denunciation's." : 
ple, writing paper. you wanted to obta~ some, -you . The very organization of th~ new society 'encourages in- ; 
bad to specify why, which meant you bad better not ask. forming as a "patriotic" duty. The fundamental social ';. 

Under such a system you can always be found in viola- unit, the To, is directed by the To_ Chuong: ~ho.is always < 
tion of some rule. If you have a bicycle, you have to have · a southerner. You can do hardly anything without his · 
a receipt for it;. Either the rec~ip~ has disappeared or it's permission, whether it is a matter of seeing people or:· 
a phony; and even if it's authentic, they'll prove to you having guests, going to the hospital, making a large pur-
that it'& _false, tha~ your bicycle vendor was a forger: etc:. chase, etc. . , .. · ·_. ·1 

· •. • . • ; - . · _..,. , 
0
. -.. 

u you have a typewriter, again you're likely to be in vio- Indoctrination takes place at'the l~~est level, ~Ithbl·.} 
lation of the rules; for all typewriters have to be taken to the To. In certain neighborhoods, where tho&,e in author- ' 
the police who examine . them to see if they typed the ity _are more zealous, there are meetings every night, at. 
dissident tracts that sometimes circulate. But once the which people are supposed to report what they've seen · 
police have your typewriter you never see it again. · . h~~pening at a neighbor's house _:_ for example,, who--~ 

I I 
. . ·. • VlSJted - and to point out which people still seem ·anti-

nstil ing Fear . . rev~lutionary. If you "forget" to point out something, 

A T THE BEGINNING, the regime evidently felt it you re at fault In these sessions there are also discus.: 
had to take the population in hand and instill fear. sions of local cleanliness, health, the upkeep of the 

One day I saw a little vend.or who did not get out of the quarter, its morale, the different jobs, the work on the 
way quickly enough; a soldier took out bis pistol and arch or triumph each neighborhood bas to build. · •· 
fired a bullet right next to his head. . . . The lead~rs also set themes for discussion which m. 

F(?r the soldiers, such_ acts,seem natural e'aough. Tb~y lai~ down by official _direc~ves. At one time, the theme , 
have been formed by violence .. One would watch them was "American atrocities." An official s~ker I beard of 
strolling along like_big children with their weapons, free , revealed that these included, among' other crimes, th.e 
to use them, to do as they pleased. At the corner near practice of American ~oldiers or consuming );luman fiesh 
our center, a thief grabbed a bracelet from a young girl ;, and eating babies. After such a lecture the audience ts 
A Bo Doi' caught him and then asked those V(hO gath- supposed to explain why they hate the Americans· some- ·t 
ered around what he should do. They didn't know what times with odd results. One evening ari oid_ wo-rdan got ? 
to say. He _took out his pistol, grasped the thiers hand up and started talking furiously: ''Yes, ·1 hate them,, ' 
and put a bullet through il ·· they're odious, foul, and the proof is that they lef~ leav .. 

• !> - · •• • · ' • • log us in the hands of the Communists!" - at which the· 
1:ntire group broke out laughing and clapping. : :. .: . • _ 



... 

Orcfir.ary people have found sly strategies to make fun 
of wbafs happening and protest against it without tak• 
lng too many risks. When propaganda becomes too in-
fla ted, they interrupt the speaker continually with 
bursts of applause, as when one speaker announced that 
a factory in the North is producing one truck every min-
ute. The only thing the authorities can do in the face of 
such reactions ls to split people into smaller groups so as 
to deal more effectively with "bad" attitudes. ,: ·,: · • 

At the neighborhood level most of the people seem ei-
ther indifferent or.to feel a kind ·of passive resistanc~ 
One phrase that remafru very current ll ,"Don't listen to 
what they say, but watch what they do" - even if its au-
thor, former President Thieu, ls not particularly liked. 
At night people still write this slogan on the walls. 

Punishmeni 

A RRESTS are not officially announced; they have to 
be deduced from certain facts. One day you may 

not return home and your family 15egins to worry. Your 
wife may go to the police station and ask if you _might 
possibly have bad an accident. She will be sent from one 
police station to another; a bad sign. If after two or thre·e 
day~ she's told to go borne, that it's all none of her busi-
ness, shE can conclude that you've been arrested. .· .. , 

To be put in prison itself is not too serious._Ordinarily. 
they take you there to be questioned, and you may leave 
fairly quickly. But if you are sent away for "re-educa-
tion," you may be away a long time. · . 

Transfer to a camp is never described as a police mea-
sure, as a punishment, but on the contrary as a favor: a 
chance the government offers ·you to purge yourself of 
your errors and to begin again with a new self. Acconi-
ing to official statistics, the number of '_'re-educated" · 
people would be 300,000 but, from our many attempts to. · 
crosHheck information, a figure of 400,000 to 500,000 
would appear much more accurate. 

Between 3,000 and 5,000 people are in~rned in a camp. 
The locations are often kept secret and those who return 
are under orders, and keep . quiet The periods of pr~ 
scribed internment vary, but three years would appear 
to be common. People are liberated if they've made suf-
ficient "progress" and their families are judged worthy 
of receiving them. From time to time, the government 
presents someone who has been "re-educated" on televi-
sion to speak of bis "past errors" and all he bas come to 
understand since. ,· • '·. • : . , 'f • · · . j • • • .i 

Certain families, in view of the prisoner's "good con-
duct" and if they'te judged "worthy," ar~ authorized to 
write him. They are given a postal code number without 
any geographic location, and have the right to send a let-
ter every two II!Onths. The model of this letter is pub-
lished periodically in the press and is always the same. 
"We are glad that the government could give you the 
chance to recognize your past errors." etc. The prisoner 
is authorized to "\\-Tite along the same lines. 

The regime in the camps varies depending partly on 
the camp director but mainly on the seriousness or one's 
"past errors." Former officers and bigb officials ar:e in 

· special camps and have a much harder time. In one 
camp of former parachute commandos four or five men . 
were killed in a day, for example. An extre~e case was 
the camp for ex-police officers, which, the evidence 
seems to show, was completely destroyed. . ; 

But that again is an extreme case. Life is very bard in 
the camps but executions are exceptional. Some are 
badly·treated - hit with clubs or, more-frequently, put 
in foot-irons. But the prisoners suffer more from IIJalnu-
trition and bad care, from scabies and beri-beri. ., 

I knew a man o! about 65 who'd been released art.er 
!i\'e and a half months. Of the 200 people ln his own 
group in the camp, 10 had been released. But release ii 
not final:· a source o"r angui5h !or those who return to 
their families is uncertainty about whether they'il ha\'e 
to go back. · · 

According to this man, the prisoners worked on the 
land all · day. In the evening there were re-education . 
courses and at the e_nd _of each \\'eek the actiyitl~ of the ., ! 
preceding days were discussed in order to extract Jes- . ! th ' . ' ' . · ·' . . ,,. t • ·' · t· 1 sons rom em. .. , ., • ·. ,\, .· _, ·p_,. ,_. -·,:-:- ., 

There are JilO barbE:<1-wire fences, but ~n escaped P.ris- - j 
oner couldn't last more than 48 hours witbbut baving .,, ~, 
the various cards and papers that are necessary· to )us. ~'.· 
tify all travel. 'I'lie entire country is under surveillance, ., . 
so where could he go? · . · • 

' "! 
Forced Resettlement . · .1f 

A. NOTHER painful experience taking pla~e in 'the 
"New Economlc Zones." One of the first aims of the 

Vietnamese Communists \\'as to empty the cities, to dis- ' 
perse their populations in order to control them better. 

The regime therefore in\'ented the "New Economic 
Zones." Civil servants, urban employees and shopkee-
per.; suddenly found themselves designated as settlers · 
and transplanted to remote places where often nothing 
had been done to receive them. · ·. • ·.,. 

The · newspapers· and television explain that · people · 
v.ill find water, houses, markets when they reach these 
places. But they often arrive to discover that the hous-
ing consists of bamboo buts open to the winds. · . 

What bappens is that a month before the settlers ar~. 
rive students ·are sent out to prepare the terrain; . for 
each house they set up four bamboo stakes which they -
roof over v.ith lantana and banana leaves, constructing ·. 
several rows of such shelters in a partially cleared cor-
ner of a zone: no walls, floors of packed earth. . , : 

Life is very hard in the zones. Conditions of hygiene --
are deplorabfe. Malaria is again reappearing, and food is. 
insufficienL · . _-. , . 

Often in tb'e early' morning I saw lines "or -·~iblI); 
trucks filled v.ith civilians leaving for the zones. About 
3,000 ieave each day. Among them are volunteers. For 
them transport is free and they !llso have the right to 
take some things "\\-ith them: They become volunteers be- ., 
cause they can no longer subsist in the city, have n~ 1 

. thing more to sell. In certain cases teams of young men 
have even· c_ome to demolish the homes of people who . 
were too !low in deciding to leav~ ., -~- / • , 

. . Others are sent to the zones forcibly .. Ac:ting on re-
ports from the To in eacb quarter, the government d~ 
cides that · certain families are · "non-producers" and 
these families are simpzy expelled from the city: They 
pay for their own transport and only have the right to 
take supplies if they pay extra. . . . · 

St~fling S~ciety ., _ _ , .. _,•, j . ·p ERSC;>NALL Y, fm rather pessimistic about the fu-
ture because· the old structures have been de-

stroyed without replacing them with something worka- ., 
ble. Blunders are too numerous. People are too crushed. 
Instead of increasing productivity, the contrary is taking 
place. Peasants are not planting all their rice fields be-
cause the government takes nearly everything away 
from them and the harvests also suffer from a lack of ·~ 
fertilizer and insecticides. And even when the rice.. .! 
grows, it is so taxed that there is little motive to liarvest 
lt. And why grow mangos when each tree is also taxed 
and other people get to eat the fruit? So the growers pre-
fer to cut these trees for firewood. t '° • , . t. i. . 1 



- - ... ,. ~ :-··... I ~,.. 

Toe economy is also impoverished by the exactions of 
the North. Factories have been dismantled and sent to 
Hanoi. So has some sophisticated _hospital equiprnenL 

But when something goes wrong the "enemies and ex-
ploiters" of the people · are ?>lamed. This is the slogan 
which is used to explain or justify everything; and since 
there are acts of resistance that ·are ·difficult to rude. .. 
some explanation must be given. ~me ytol~nt o~tb}eab ; " 
have occurred, a certain amounl or armed r~tstance. 

Fairly often Bo Doi have been ldll_ed [n the, more h,ea~~ . I 

ily populated quarters where police are not heavily i- ,~ 

spread aboul Normally, the _ soldiers go through s,uch ., > 
places tn groups, but there are, always ~ome who_ are ', i 
rash. The usual weapon is a kitchen knife and those who 
use it are generally young people or former soldiers who 
want to "pay back" an officer. But all this serves no pur-
pose except to make repr_ession more severe.-_ · ; ·. . ·~ 

Many Vietnamese find _solace ln prayer ' and the 
churches have never been fuller. In the countryside,, 
Catholics have more difficulties; the -foreign missions . 
have been closed and there' are fev.•er priests. About 200 
priests remain in prison: none of them foreigners. Th.ir- . . " 
teen hundred others are still free but must say nothing · 
that would displease the authorities. · i · 'J . ,. ·: • - · • • --· · ~ . 

The authorities have installed ari enormous apparatus . 
for surveillance and for bureaucratic administration. . 
The bureaucratic ·mind is capable of a kind ·or sadism 
that is insupportable. If one of your family dies, for ex-
ample, what would be more normal than to bury him 
peaceably? But no, it ,become$ an elaborate af~air. :. 
friend of mine had to wait eight days before burying his 
father. The poor boy had to go to the To, where the chief 
had to attest that his father was.indeed dead; then to the 
chief of the Khom, who asked. him, •~Are YOJl sure he's .: 
dead? Have you a photo? \Vas he really 'your Jath_er? . 
Why didn't you report his illness,? Where is yo~r mar- · , 
riage certificate?" · _ l ; ' -:·. · - · · --", -- 1'. - · 

I don't think such men harass people~ they do be-
cause.they are wicked or, ;-piteful; but th~;'~~all -
reaucrats tremble that they might make a mistake, that 
they haven't done enough; ·that they mig~t be given a 
slap by the fellow who is above them.' ,_- · . · 
· The large work projects arid the. "New Econ~mic 
Zones" are clearly inspired by the Chinese, but the meth-
ods, the doctrine and very weight of the polise ~d bu- . 
reaucratic apparatus are entirely Russian. The Russians 
have been and remain very powerful in the North, and 
in Saigon the tele\ision is full of Soviet . propaganda -
films some with subtitles in Arabic, having done service 
else~here. . · . , -

Russian experts ·are in every rrµnistry, as ·well Cu-
bans, Poles and Hungarians - but no Chinese. In fact, 
the only Chinese who remain ·are those of the 9Jolon 
quarter who used to control much of the commerce, in, 
eluding the export-import trade. They r~n what is left of 
commercial life and are also a possible source of profit. 
for the Communists as well as others. . , · , . . • ·~. 

' . • •. I ,.. :. : ! o,.: ... 

Election Farce ·... ~· ·, ,.. - ·· ·; · · -- ;• >.--'" 
-· . • ., ,_ ii- . -

A DECISIVE tesJ of the direction the new regime was 
taking was the general election on April 25, 1976 

one year after the end of the war. }'he elect~on _was pre-
ceded by an extensive campaign, a· general mobilization 
of people's minds which took the form !lf a barrage of . 
propaganda in the press, radio and television, and. on the · 
street loudspeakers. . _ , .- .. , -~ . - ~-- -. 

i 
' f 

The !log ans in vlted eac)i person . to--~do iii d-uty and 
demonstrate his patriotism by voting tQ build a new 
Vietnam." But you could only vote for -~ingle. list of 
candidates chosen by the go\'ern!Iienl . · __ , ·,,, 

In our district there were 13 candidates and it .was 
much argued that the' election was a "free one" because 
j 'OU had the right to cross out three names out of 13. In ' 
other districts it was two out of 13 or one out of lJ,. .. ,.: ,. 
_ The freedom lh question was relative. Iri).he ~~t~id 
meetings the names to be struck WE:re pointed _oul In 
my' own district someone said, "Look. you_ tell ;us 'that., ·1 

t . these· are free elections arid at the same time you indi- • 
cate whom w·e should vote for." The cadre was not at all 
abashed. He teplied, "It's exactly .our du\y _to clarify t 
your liqerty and to help you act really freely by indicat-
ing the people who will best represent you. W_ithout 
that, since ignorance is a lack of freedom. how _would 

· . you be capable of voting well?" ~: ·': <:- ·, _ · ·· 
{,/t In the prpvinces they were able to leep_tr_ack o{_those 
t, who had y§te~ badly. The father of .one ~{ II_J.y students 
f.. was called in by police for baving crossed out the name 

of a "good" candidate. They explained to him that free-
~: . dom did...not allow people to "do ~upld things in ! bad 
i . spirit" by choosing men whp were '.'less compet~nt. . ·. 
( . ." Your voting card, duly stamped,J>ecame your_identity 
t card. On election day the old _ide!_l!ify car<l5 bec_ame ob-i solete; and without an identity card you. can't }?uy rice, 
' you _:are automatically in violatio~ o(tbe la~. f~ can't 

. live. I! you didnl_ vote,~~~-were s,1mi:ily a noni'.I~~~n. 

_Assuring ,lastery - , 

P ARTICULARLY striking has been the nearly total · ·. 
e'cupse of the old revolutionarles of the Provisional .. · · 

Revolutionary Government [the Vietcong shadow gov-. 
ernment]. Their sj·stematic elimination started very ear-· 
ly, beginning in the summer of 1975. On July 19 and 20, a 
weekend, something very curious took place in Saigon. 

i The city woke up in a state of. siege; the soldiers carried 
' gas masks and had fixed bayonets; machine guns were 

set up on the street corners, and tanks were all around. -. · 
The central police office, where the PRG had its head-
quarters, was surrounded by armored cars. · , 

At the time, people didn't understand what was hap-
pening. In fact we had been present at: a coup d'etat . 
against the PRG. The conquer~r . had b·rought 9ut his . -,. 
cannons to show who would be the master. I also suspect -· 

- that there had been some wavering among the North Vi- ' 
etnamese troops and that this demonstration of force · .. 

·• was designed to show a recovery of control. The Bo Doi 
had been told that they had come to liberate their broth~ 
ers who were miserable, enslaved by the Americans, etc. 
They had discovered a country ·with freedoms, and a 
rich one, a real Ali Baba's cave. They· discovered above ~ 
all that they were not welcomed as "liberators" but that 
they were more often hated. . 

How these people will evolve is difficult to say. Propa,- . 
ganda here and there has started to have an effect, 
above all among the young. We were made aware of a 
kind of constraint, a stiffening"toward us, and divisions i·~ 

r are taking-place within families. · . · · 
It is certain that the old regime and the Westerners 

also did great harm and made many errors. So all is not· ' · 
entirely ·negative. I sensed, for exampl~, a new solidari-
ty, the opposite of that frantic individuality which1s o.ne _ 
of the vices of our own syste~. There is something posi- - " . 
tive as well in the politicizing of masses' of people who ,>~ . 
h~re!ofore showed too much passivity! too much indif· -· 
ference. No doubt all the construction projects, all the ~~.-· . 
coll~_ctive labor involve a frightful wast~ __ of_e7:1e~~t~D:t ;_ '.- , 



7 there also people are learning to live and work together: 
something good can come out of it. On the other hand, I · 
think it is dang'erous to promote constantly the themes ,; : , 
of nationalism and independence, because the.people do' : .. ... , 
not become_ mo~e patriotic out ,only more ti a tins.·: .: / .. ~:.··· : f 

J belie\'e above all that this people is in the process of _ !'\_, :~ 
forging a spirit and a strength that are extraordinary. \' ' :· · ·' 
But they are doing so in their resistance' to oppres·sion. :: :. 
in destitution and in suffering. Did they ever wish to fol- , . ·: .: 
low such a path? • . •; 

e, 1"76, L 'Expr.,;. 

Photos by Mrm R!boud_ - M~um 
Saigon resident, are resettled in a New Economic Area. . ,- , . 
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F~rmer ge~er.al, ·prepare fis~ other, garde~ in a re-education camp. 
• . . . ' • _.,. . - . • .. .• _,, ' ~ -, :.,L, 
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It Is almost two years now since the 
U.S. withdrew its last fighting men from 
Vletnam--long enough for many Amer-
icans to blot out the memory of that 
thankless battlefield, and the children 
who became its Innocent victims. But 
Dick and Jodie Darragh have not 
forgotten--nor are they likely to. 
Through their dedication and sacrifice, 
and the travel prlvlleges they enjoy as 
Eastern Airlines employees In Atlanta, 
the Darraghs have been the link by 
which dozens of Vietnamese orphans 
-some abandoned by GI fathers 
-have reached the arms of adoptive 
American parents. The young couple 
has matte 10 trips to an orphanage · 
at Anloc, near Saigon, bringing med-
icine and clothing, and trying to 
organize a clinic and school. They have 
personally escorted 62 children to the 
U.S., and many more (ranging in age 
from 5 months to 11 years) have been 
brought back by AEVOES (Airline m-

ee ort ervice , 
a group the Darraghs helpe create.• 

Five years ago, at the Atlanta air-
port, Jodie, now 29, met Dr. and 
Mrs. Patric·k Tisdale, an Army physician 
and his wife, who were bringlng two 
adopted Vietnamese daughlers home 
to Columbus, Ga. Recalls .-die: "Lein, 
then 3, just walked over andldssed 
me. And that's how it began." Several 
months'later, Jodie made her first 72-
hour trip to Anloc to deliver medical 
supplies. Wnenever vacation time or 
days off allowed, she repeated her 
marathon journey. "When I married Jo-
die in 1971," says Dick, 35, "I had no 
idea what made her so interested in 
those children. Then we kept Lein for 
the Tisdales while they made a trip to 
Vietnam, and I saw what a beautiful lit-
tle tt)lng she was." Afterward the 
Darraghs made their first trip to Anloc 
together and returned with six children 
-Dick fastening bassinets to the 

t_.. plane's bulkhead, while Jodie mixed 
formula on a hot plate. Now raising 
funds for Anloc consu'mes nearly all the 
Darraghs' free time. " This has made 
us a team," says Jodie. Adds Dick: "I 
just wish we could do a hundred times 
more than we do." 

Childless themselves-Jodie is un-

60 

. :-p 
At Atlanta'• airport, Jodie Darragh calla · · 
~Thi TllankNya ...,_...__ .. 
tor the babr'• new Detroit home. 



NG COUPLE BRINGS HOME 
ITTLEST VICTIMS OF WAR 

Momenta after the chlld'a arrival, Jon and 
Becky Harkins of Atlanta (left) proudly dla-
play their newly adopted aon, Jon 

The Darragh• have become oriental food 
enthualaatm here, at home, they prepare 
• favorite, •gto qui," for friends Carolyn 
and Chuck WIIIIL 

Christopher, whh the Darragh• admire 
Thi Thank Nye. Both chlldren were brought 
from Vietnam bJ! other alrllne e~reea. 

Photographs by Leviton-Atlanta 

.. 
able to bear children-they hope to · -J 
adopt a 2-year-old girl from the orphan- . 
age with whom they have fallen in love. 
The chlld's mother has disappeared, 
but her father, a Vietnamese soldier, 
refuses to sign for adoption although , 
she is living in the orphanage. "The fa- (; 
ther loves his little girl," says Jodie, - , "· ;,J;,_ 
"and we know she's loved at Anloc. ..-~-----· 
Still, I wish we could buy her little dress-
es." T e Darraghs' ow case oints u 
the strictness of Vietnamese adoption 
procedur:es. Affhougfi some reguia-
trans have been !~ en x,.J,be . 

a1gon government still considers a 
chllo unadaptable unless both parent _ 
are proved i:lead or a llvi,ng relative will 
sign a release. These rules are often 

n early lmpossi le to follow in the war-
ravaged country. 

Meanwhile, the Darraghs are in con-
stant touch with the children they've 
helped, sometimes making 20 phone 
calls a night from their home in Marietta, 
Ga. Several mothers have gratefully 
named their new daughters after Jo-
die, and often call to tell her of a 
first tooth or a first step. Only one trag-
edy has marred the Darraghs' efforts: 
the child adopted by clos~ds, 
'Jim and Elsie Wallace, died in a pla 
swing accident. The Wallaces are now 

1ous y awaiting another orphan 
from Anlo<::. To Dick, the Darraghs' last 
trip, two months ago, was their most re-
warding. "We took rubella and 
mumps vaccine for 700 children. It's 
good to know they will never be 
maimed by those diseases." Jodie is al-
ready romantically matching up their 
children's futures. "Wouldn't it be fu11-1 

ny;: she muses, "if Le Guang Trung 
{now Jon Christopher Harkins] grows up 
to marry Thi Thank Nya [now Elizabeth 
Le-Thi Fox]?" D . 
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In pursujt of scapegoa 
struggling with, thei 

Those who fought in Southeast Asia have 
trouble coming to grips with their own r_ole 
in the only war America lost. They are tom 
between pride in having served their coun-
try and tremendous guilt. 

By Jeffrey A. Jay 
'· 

T HE VIETNAM VETERAN had come to 
the Veterarls' Administration Hospital 
because o( tormenting nightmares, 
rage and depression. He wanted an 

opportunity to testify about his actions and suffer-
ing. 

I know it sounds crazy to sax it, but I loved it 
and at the same time I hated 1t. Like the time I 
cut off the gook's ear and I cut him in two with 
my automatic; I got to say it, I loved killing. 
And at the same fime I know it was terrible. 
But now I don't understand it. I don't want to 

·talk about it. Or it's like I really can't talk 
about It, but I can't stop thinking about what 
ha{>pened. It's been like this for seven years. 
Going from one doctor to the next, one V.A. 
clinic after the other, and all I got was medica-
. tion. That helps a little but nobody listens. . . 

'So long as I could view the young man as a pa-
tient. I needed to think o( his cure as only a prob-
lem o( technique .:... not an unusual response 
among therapists, for it keeps the roles perfectly 
clear. Scared and confused by my own feelings, I 
retreated into the safety of professionalism. I put 
the veteran into a trance. In (act, hypnotherapy 
was a treatment o( choice for the war-related 
problems of this ex-Marine, yet it helped neither 
him nor the other hall-dozen Vietnam veterans I 
counseled. Hypnotherapy assumes that a psychi-
atric conflict exists to be treated only inside the 
unco.nscious mind. And both psychiatrists and the 

plains that I cannot possibly understand what it 
>- was like. · has much truth i 

.isa ee r 
wa e. This resentment we . irst, Ile describes a sense o( 
injustice that he risked his life while others . 
avoided commitment by dodging the draft. But 
more tormenting is the anticipated judgment o( 
those who did not fight, a judgment he (ears will 
condemn him as foolish (_or going to war, wrong 
for participating in its acts of barbarism, and 
inadequate for losing it. He feels he is on trial, un-
fairly, for doing a job that was once endorsed with 
enthusiasm. He resents these accusations, but he 
is also haunted by them because he believes them 
to be true. · 

As a student I had been against the war. As a 
therapist I was shocked to find that I could iden-
tify with the veterans' wounded pride: They (eel 
personally responsible for the only war America 
has lost. And despite their efforts to blame politi-
cians, radicals, the military's upper echelon, the 
South Vietnamese - any possible group - for the 
loss, the overwhel · these sons o( 
workin -c ass 

. , ns uyc 
to prove their manhood. 

unemployment and drug abuse among the 3 these veterans theirs alone, or does it re(lect 
lay public are quick to see the ruined marriages, I S THE PROFOUND inadequacy felt by 

million Vietnam veterans as symptoms of a less acute but similar public sentiment? 
psychiatric damage, warranting compensation or Certainly the heroic rescue of the Mayaguez 
medical attention. that demonstrated our virility following our with-- f?~UZ pue' 1 uemAP s1q -- ""'· ·-

patrol was brackish and poll 
diarrhea that trickled dow 
tigues. The monsoon was eq 
step required a concentrated 
boot from sucking mud. The 
torted, even in therapy, whe 
leeches were pulled off nee 
spections for "jungle rot" 
ensure that the swelling and 
disable the foot soldier. 

· The Vietnamese people se 
the weather to the America1 _. __ ,___ _.j......,L-.t.-



My owntalks willi veterans convince me Thal 
their problems are not so simple, nor so easily ad-
dressed. veteran's conflicts are not his alone 

t are boun awna an 
our ure o a wt our ren s 

the veteran the symptom-carrier for society and 
increases his moral and emotional burden. This 
burden isolates the veteran and will freeze him in 
an attitude of perpetual combat 111,1til the issues of 
the war are confronted in the national conscience. 

1be veteran's isolation was maintained in my 
hypnotherapy; hence its failure. Group therapy 
provided a forum in which individual experiences 
could be shared and validated. 

After I got home I wore my uniform every-
where. 1 was real proud 'cause I fought and I 
knew that it was crazy there, but at home,' 
"back'in the world" we called it, it would make 

· sense. But it was all crazy here too. All those 
damn protesters, and nobody knew what it was 

1 realy lilte (in Vietnam) or to come back ... I 
was as Jumpy as when 1 was on patrol. 1 began 
drinking again and took off my uniform. I did-
n't drink with nobody either because they 
would say something to me about being crazy 
for all the war shit, and I fought until I almost 
killed someone. 

I know what you're talking about. I know I 
shouldn't, but I keep watching war movies and 
I cry .•• My wife says I'm silly, and she is a 
real good wife, but I can't help it. And then I 
can't talk to her for a week and it's like I hated 
her, but I know I ,don't. Then someone says 
something about Vietnam . . . like in a joke. 
..• They don't know what it was like. And · ou 
can't talk to them. • i ~l\,Z-j:l:v111e"'r""yo~n~eillg~o~t111sow....m1,11,,e 

rya ay. 
It's like it never happened to me, but it's in 

my dreams and I keep seeing it all over again. 
My motorc_ycle backfires, and I feel like I'm 
there fi,zhting slant-eyes. Then I want to kill 
themalfagain. · 

Yeah, that's it. Exactly. I'm in a bar and 
somebody says something about my nerves be-
cause I got thls little shake, and I walk right out 
of there-because he makes me feel like a poor 
jerk who needs his sympathy or something. 

They think Y.OU're crazy or some kind of a 
fool for going in the first place. Look, we -all 
know what the outcome of all that fighting was . 
. . . I thought when I went it was for the coun-
try. But It was for nothing, and all those guys 
killed and shot to pieces and there's no monu-
ments. Nobody remembers or says anything 
about them. And what's the government doing 
for all those families; is it tellin~ anybody what 
really came down there? There s nothing being 
done, and It will never be finished for me until 
something is done. 'nlat's what gets me the 
most; it was all for nothing and all those guys. .• 
• • (Crying Interrupts the session.) 

Although the nation hastens on to new issues, 
the veteran - years after discharge - repeatedly 
reviews the events of his Vietnam duty. He seeks 
to ·ustif his war experiences in a societ 

es m an meanm . The veteran cannot 
reconcile e s ro lled him throu 
co 1so ation· he can-
not accept the status of social pari . may well 
be that isolation, the burden of conflicted feelings, 
and not being heard makes people crazy. 

Typically the veteran enters therapy with 
complaints of depression, chronic tremors, 
disturbed sleep, rage attacks,• and flashbacks -
periods when he believes himself once again in 
combat, acts irrationally and appear agitated. He 
describes this behavior with a remorse that is 
often suicidal. He complains, almost pleads, that 
he was not like this before the war, begins to 
explain how he has changed, then stops and asks 
suspiciously if I was in Vietnam. 

My negative answer prompts a dramatic 
change in his tone, a shift from involvement in his 
tale to resignation, apathy and futility. He ex-

. <lfaWiil ffim'i tile batoeTil!'l<rsupports mis-nypome= 
sis. Further evidence is the nation's manifest de-
sire to forget that the war ever took place. News of 
Southeast Asia is seldom reported now. Foreign 
policy, once riveted on Indochina, is no longer fo-
cused there. Promised aid to North Vietnam has 
not been forthcoming. And havir\g survived the 
war, the veterans are ignored by society and have 
the benefit of few government programs that 
might ease their adjustmenL 

The veterans' own observations are perhaps 
most telling: 

If we weren't failures, why aren't there any 
monuments? Can you name any of the Marines 
who, in another war, would have been heroes? 
Do you remember any celebrations when we 
got back? How come I feel like I did something 
wrong, like holding up a bank, when someone 
asks about my shrapnel wound? Ho m I 
can' am roud to have ou or 
'llinkcountrx WI u won ermg w a y 1 t of me,! 

Tite·veteran is trapped in contradictory logic: 
"If I believe in America, I must feel guilty for let-
ting it down; if I am critical of America, I cannot 
understand why I fought and saw so many killed." 
There are no simple answers, and none expected. 
A political commitment is no longer at stake, but 
rather an emotional crisis that turns upon vain 
sacrifice and silent recrimination. 

What was the experience that is so difficult for 
us to hear? Typically, after entry into the service 
and a short training period, recruits embarked for 
Vietnam. Particularly during the early' years of 
the war, recruits left expecting to contain ·handily 
a belligerent group of communists in a limited 
military action following the rules of basic 
training. They expected to win. _ 

V: Naively unaware of the nature- of jungle war-
fare, they arrived in Vietnam ignorant of both the 
conditions and the enemy. They were surprised by 
the unrelieved heat of the dry season, draining 
them of strength and patience. The only water on 

dl.HnHu~-al7'1:. ...~ U-...;T-----··-· .----- - ------
invading Viet Cong, But m~ villagers seemed 
indifferent to that ideal, and behaved like specta-
tors to the war. As if to demoll\trate their ringside 
relationship to the AmericatJ fighting machine, . 
they would sell American I goods, supposedly 
stolen from the PX, at inflatftprices. The disar-
ray of the South Vieti,am army in battle 
proved to the American soldi the racial inferior-
ity of the Asians, and made their disdain of Ameri-
can fighting skill all the more Insulting. 

Racism was compounded by paranoia: Every 
Vietnamese began to look like a Viet Cong. 
Rwnors spread that the liq~r sol~ by civilians,. 

v'often children, contained grqbild glass or poison, 
and that articles were booby-trapped. There w~s no1ace and no time when the soldier cliiI not f_eel 
m r • He would return from the apparent dan-
ger o patrol to the nerve'.wracking threat of 
pervasive, unseen danger. Everything constituted 
harassment. 

The military command responded to the 
dilemma of distinguishing civiliaps from Viet 
Cong by defining the enemy as "anyone who runs 
or shoots." Any harm to a civilian would result in 
court-martial. However, snipers and Viet Cong 
patrols killed American troops and then disap-
peared into the jungle, rice paddies or villages. 
There were no positions to attack, no strongholds 

/ to .besiege, no victories to claim. In typical com-
bat, wandering jungle patrols would capture 
nameless hills and return to base camp, knowing 
that already the Viet Cong occupied the same hills 
and roamed the same jungle. Thus orders not to 
harm civilians only aggravated the soldier's feel-
ings of helplessness and vulnerability. He was an 
open target, while the Viet Cong, hidden in the 
jungle and disguised in the civilian population, 
were further protected by the orders not to shoot. 
In theraw, the veterans claimed that these orders 
are crucial to understanding why the war was 

Jost,_ -
,/ The gnawing sense of futility assumed extra 
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U.S. Ma~ines at Hue: Vietnam wasn't what they e~pected. 
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nation's nightmare 

American Gls in Vietnam: Was it allfornothing?. 
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force when major campaigns, involving air went down I ran up to him and he was crawling 
strikes, sophisticated weaponry, heavy artillery, through the grass, I saw his face and I felt so 
and hundreds of troops, often vielded only_ a few sure of myse1f, I slowly sliced him in two with 

J • the automatic, right across his middle. Then I V captured suspects and ev,en fewer Viet Cong knelt down and cut off his ear. and I was still 
bodies. Unable to capture strongholds or to hearing the other fire and yells. I knew I could 
occupy territory, the Arnedcan ~tegy degener- be court-martialed and later I realized thatit 
ated to a numberg game. Returmnglfoiii die refif:- - was wrong, thathe· was a person and all that', - but at the time I was so proud. I knew what 

"lively meffective campaigns, soldiers would read everyone in the platoon would think, I was .so 
in the military newspaper Stars and Stripes in- proui:I I . just swaggered back to camp right 
£lated tallies of the enemy killed. Recalling the thro!J!e! all the fire and grass, standing up real 
A.Yf'Wlr,ri~nttO in ,.,.,..,,"" ,t...n----·· _-,, 1---•- •----~-drina t 

I, 



:·>ct ·· ~,. -ih~i-;tcong: ' Btit m~~; s~med 
ws of indt~ferent to that ideai, and behaved like Specta-
reign tors to the war. As if to demonstrate their ringside 
~r fo- relationship to the American fighting machine, , 
1 has they would sell American ,goods, supposedly 
d the stolen from the PX, at inflated prices. The disar-
have ray of · the South Vietnamese army in battle 
that proved to the American soldier the racial inferior-

ity of the Asians, and made their disdain of.Ameri-
can fighting skill all the more insulting. rhaps 
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eone 
me I 
ITcir 
'will -

Racism was compounded by paranoia : Every 
Vietnamese began to look like a Viet Cong. 
Rumors spread that the liquor solµ by civilians,, 

\/often children, contained ground glass or poison, 
and that articles were booby-trapped. There wjs 
no place and no time when the soldier cl@' not f~l 
inoeril. He would return frorri the apparent dan-

'gerof patrol to the nerve-wracking threat of 
pervasive, unseen dangei;. Everything constituted 
harassment. 

The military command responded to the 
logic: dilemma of distinguishing civiliaµs from Viet 

for let- Cong by defining the enemy as "anyone who runs 
cannot or shoots." Any harm to a civilian would result in 
illed." court-martial. However, snipers and Viet Cong 
iected. patrols killed American troops and then disap-
ke, but peared into the jungle, rice padc;lies or villages. 
,n vain There were no positions to attack, no strongholds 

/ to 'besiege, no victories to claim. In typical com-
:ult for bat, wandering jungle patrols would capture 

nameless hills and return to base camp, knowing 
that already the Viet Cong occupied the same hills 
and roamed the same jungle. Thus orders not to 
harm civilians only aggravated the soldier's feel-
ings of helplessness and vulnerability. He was an 
open target, while the Viet Cong, hidden in the 
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handily 
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. jungle and disguised in the civilian population, 
were further protected by the orders not to shoot. 
In therapy. the veterans claimed that these orde,rs 
are crucial to understanding why the war was . 

Jost._ . -V The gnawing sense of futility assumed extr,a 

. 

T HE NEED . to accumulate body counts 
pressured officers to produce dead Viet 
Cong. This led to the working rule that · 
a dead Vietnamese was a Viet Cong. · 

The paradox for the soldiers was clear: Civilians 
Were to be protected; soldiers would be court-
martialed for harming civilians; once dead, civil-
ians could be counted as Viet Cong - and a dead 
Viet Cong was the only spoil rewarded by superi-
ors. In this "don't shoot but kill" game, soldiers 
became frustrated and trigger-happy. }'he CQJJ· 
slant fear of death devastated morale and 
respons1biht~. and American brutality flourisne<f:-
Even a helicopter pilot who avoided the hardships 
of the jungle recalled nothing extraordinary in 
watching suspects pushed hW\dreds of ,f ~et to the 
ground from his helicopter or women machine-
gunned from . the air: He was just doing his job, 
increasingthebody_courit. 

The ambivalence of the veterans' response to 
battle makes their present conflicts especially dif -
ficult to resolve. In the following passage, one 
Marine describes this ambivalence, crystallized 
in a few moments of combat: 

We were pack at a fire base when I heard a 
noise and saw someone that might have been a 
VC. I yelled, and when he didn't stop I just 
grabbed my automatic and took off after him. I' 
heard the other Marines yelling to get down 
and get back and shooting in the air to cover • 
me when they saw me keep on going. I heard 
every word each one of them said as if it was 
said real clear to me, but I knew I was going to 
get that VC. There was even enemy fire, but I 
kept my eye on that guy as he ran through the 
grass. The tall grass swept my face and I could 
see myself take each step through the field and 
I watched every movement he made, somehow 
even when he disappeared for a minute behind 
a clum11 of trees. I figured · I might not catch 
him so I stopped antl opened fire to slow him 
down. I just squared myself and fired. When he 

,,. 

U.S. Ma~ines at Hue: Vietn~m wasn'twhattheyexpected. ·· 

~empting tq tire himself of 1£ as well. so tha(Jf , 
.$AD he exorcised~ But it cannot be exorc1.~ 
because what be did in the name of his country is 
no longer sanctioned. In a guilt-ridden society, no 
one wants to hear about the atrocities of a lost 
war. 

Every era has its own vocabulary. One word 
common in the past decade - and one that recurs 
with great frequency in therapy with veterans -
is "wasted." All the meanings that the war had 
for the veteran, its peak moments and its intoler- ·· 
able cruelty, became empty in the subsequent 
"peace with honor." We have failed to understand 
the war's brutality, to make legitimate the sacri-
fice of lives, or to acknowledge the valor of heroic 
acts. We have thus sguandered the idealism and 
commitment of these men rovmg not oiil that 
their sacrifices were wrong, but a so t at ey 
were needless and must be for otte . 

ow m1 t this co1,111 ry a ress its responsibil, 
ities for Vietnam? Political leaders and policy-
makers can offer public acknowledgment of their 
once-active support of the war, pointing out what 
they have learned and justi(ying their current 
attitudes. Conferences similar to the. teach-ins of 
the '60s can be organized to review and evaluate 
America's participation. The churches can direct 
attention to the moral problems of the war that we 
have not begun to resolve. A legal investigation 
into war crimes undoubtedly would expose the 
hidden responsibility of leaders for the soldiers' 
acts of atrocity. 

Reparations can be offeredto the people of.Viet-
nam, if not. to their present government. A more 
humane immigration policy can benefit the esti-
mated 100,000 refugees scattered throughout 
Southeast Asia as a result of the war; These refu-
gees find themselves literally afloat in the South 
· China Sea, refused asylum anywhere. And to the 
mass killings and devastation reported in Cambo-
dia, there can be a voice of protest. We can bear 
witness to inhumanity rather than to ignore it. -

We Jail to act because to do so is to acknowledge 
complicity in a war we have no wish to remember. 
The veteran's obsession is thus particularly dis- · 
turbing -and the community's response 
predictable. The veteran is sick; we are not. We : 
diagnose him as a "traumatic neurotic" and pro- : , 
ceed to "uncover the traumatic event that .. 
threatened to overwhelm his ego." But many 
veterans can eloquently describe the "trauma";. 
their problem is that they can find no one who will 
see value in their service and absolve their brutal~ ity. . . . 

The c 
what wa n not becaus e ave no mora 
convictions, but because they cannot begm 
respons1ble for their actions until ffie nafilln 

co s 1 res ns1 1t for wa · 
ou m e1r ac ons cannot air y • 

JU g an reconciled so long as the veterans are • 
made the nation's scapegoats. . : 

Programs intended to aid the veterans cannot : 
relieve their despair if the . guilt, anger, and : 
embarrassment buried in our society are not con-
fronted. If public responsibility.is acknowledged, 
the veteran's night.mares may persist but their 
alienation · and loneliness may be partially 
relieved. · 
Copyright@ 1978 by Harper's Magazine. All rlgbli re1erved." 

. Reprinteil from lbe July Issue. ,. 

Jeffrey A. Jay is a postdoctoral fellow : 
at the Center for Family Research at : 
George Washington University, Wa$h- • 
ington, D.C. This article appeared origi- : 
nallyin Harper's Magazine. · 
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n Am · rkan Life RecounteO 
vears ago when the country 
icentennial country, that is 
iwash with limited edition 
.gles, Betsy Ross Cookies; 
nnial ties and raspberry 

masquerading as Valley 
reeze, the American Film 
joined in the spirit by pro-
' two-hour special for the 
roadcasting System.· 

and programing event with themes 
devoted primarily to the American 
past. The festival concludes Sunday. 
Meanwhile, there will be two airings 
of "America at the Movies" · on 
KPBS - one at ll: 30 tomorrow night 
and another at·4:30 p.m. Sunday. · 

· Our image of the American West, 
for certain, relies more on John 
Ford than on Alexis de Tocqueville. 

Movies have a strange and fasci: 
nating power of making the unreal 
seem real, of turning the illusionary 

Inside The Arts· 
led "America ,at the 

The program was produced by 
George Stevens, AFI director, and 
narrated by Charlton Heston, chair-
man of the AFI board of trustees. It 
features scenes from 83 films focus-
ing on American character and how 
it has been· portrayed in relation to 
five areas: The land, the cities, the 
families, the wars and the spirit. 

into the matter-of-fact. They make 
us believe that, regardless of how 
silly, stupid and inane, we are tra-
velers together on our way to see an. 
elephant. And, we emerge from a . 
movie theater firm in the belief that 
we have seen an elephant. 

the program was designed 
le a historical perspective 
,p pictures and show how 
ulture, itself,. shaped the 
: image. · 
nably: it began to gather 
quite a few Bison-Tenrual 

1 this year when the pro- · 
s pulled from the archives 
of the Public Tele.vision 

'79, a two-weel< fund-raising . 

Movies, for better or for worse, 
have mirrored - and shaped -
American lives and fantasies for 
nearly 80 years. '.fhey exist in the 
shadow of reality, yet the shadow 
frequently has overwhelmed history. 

Heston at the start of the program 
suggests the persuasive power of 
movies and its relation, specifically, 
to Americans as an immigrant cul-
ture : "At the movies we could _go 
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By NOEL OSM~NT 
Slaff Writer, TIie San Diego Union 

One could look at Ross,Meador's exhibit 
of photographs as a study in poverty and 
despair. 

There are the old people· of Vietnam, 
some little more than skeletons, as well as 
the children, many abandoned and living 
in orphanages. 

But the 24-year old visual arts student at 
UCSD sees them more as a reflection of a 

. strong, human spirit, whether It be in war-
torn Vietnam or any place else in the . 
worl.d. · 

"I think people are tired of hearing 
about Vietnam," he says. "The pictures 
,ire really about people." 

Meador's own favorite is of a face of a 
very old person, wrinkled skin drawn over 
. bones and a toothless smile, bilt with mirth 
and delight shining in the eyes. 

Whatever the appeal is, the show was so 
well received during the week it was up at 
The Other Gallery in the Humanities 
Library, it was given space for another 
week in a Mandeville Center Gallery. 

His works will be on display at the 
Unicorn Theater for the month of April. 

Most 'of the pictures were taken during 

•,. 

the year he· spent in Saigon, which ended in 
April 1975 when he was one of the last 
evacuees-flbvm out by helicopter from the .. 
roof of the. Amepcan Embassy as North ·• 
Vietna~se ,troops took over. 

He had been working for the Friends of . 
Children of. Vietnam, a non-profit organi- i_ 
zation which took.children from the crowd-
ed orphanages of Saigon, cared for them at' 
centers ·while arranging for their adop-
tions. 

Jt was a job that paid only living ex-
penses apd a bare stipend; but answered 
the needs of the young man, only two years 
oul of high school with a yen to travel and 
to accomplish something. 

At La· Jolla High, he had been a good 
student and class leader, but, like many of 
his friends, didn't want to go to college at 

. that time, so he spent a year or so doing 
odd jobs and . spending the money he 
earned on a trip through Mexico. . 

"But I didn't like just traveling as a 
tourist - I didn't want to just kick back," 
he said. · 

When he heard about the organization he 
immediately hitchhiked to Colorado, found· 
a phone booth outside of Denver, where the 
organization is headquartered, and cal,led. 

(Continued on D-G, C(,l. 1) "'· 

across time and remember the 
hopes and fears of being strangers in 
a strange land. The movies did not 
always get the history straight, but 
they told the dream." 

The dream, obviously, has been of 
fundamental importance to the 
American movie character and his 
relation to the lane,. He fought upon 
it and over it and, somehow, it 
became more than a place to settle 
down because moving op became 
habit. . Showdowns over its posses-
•sion in some form or other became a 
classic movie ritual, not only for 
John Wayne in films such as "The 
Gunfighter," but for the Marx Broth-
ers as well in "Go West." 

"America at the Movies" features 
segments from 23 movies relating 
characters to the land and none of 
the clas.sics have been overlooked. 

The selections range from "Shane" 
to "Cheyenne Autumn" and from 
"Giant" to "The Grapes of Wrath." 

While the land was · not alwa~·s 
friendly to the American movie 
character (although hostility tended 
to be romanticized by such elements 
as picturesque thunderstorms), the 
city has generally found him en-
gulfed by place of evil, hustle, confu-
sion and derring-do. 

Ranging from the earliest film clip 
on the program ("Bumping lnto 
Broadway," 1920) to the most recent 
("The French Connection," 1971) 
movie characters have tough times 
in the city. 

"Well, sister, what's you r 
racket?" Clark Gable asks a hopeful 
chorine in "San Franctsco." 

(Continued on D-4, (',01. 1) 

Meador Pictures 
Reach The Soul 
· The child in the window was photo-

graphed by Ross Meador in · a Saigon or-
phanage -just before the country fell, but to 
the photographer, who helped find homes 
for the orphans, he symbolizes all children. 
waiting for love and security. The man was 
one . of many older Vietnamese Meador 
came to know during his year there. 

.Meador, an e.mployee of an adoption 
visuai arts student at 

They'll . Scale Bars To High Note On St. Pat's 
The San Diego Drinking Society - which 

exists solely to conduct .1ncl survjve a grand 
pub cra\i/1 on SL Patrick's Day - is at it 
aiili:lii' _ 

A tcss peripatetic c,~'.ehration wUl be st2.ged 
tomorrow by the frir:1dly Sons oJ. St. PatricJ-;, 

---- -··---------- ··-1 who'll i1ave a b<1nq11et at the Hilton Ho!el on 
' 1·- · --·----· .l , l\lli:sku 1:i.ir.:., 
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Ross Meador Photos Computer Aids C 
I • 

Examine The Soul' 
· (Continued from Page D-1) 

"I'm Ross Meador and I want to go to 
Vietnam," he told them. 

He thinks a point in his favor was that he 
had spent a summer as part of a student 
group in India when ~e was in high school. 

His first few months in Vietnam were 
lean ones, he said, but as the organization 
gained stature, contributions began com-
ing · in to help with the work of finding 
homes for the children. 

He came to know not only the homeless 
children, but also the very old and desti-
tute people whose entire world consisted of 
cots in a house where they were placed, 
waiting to die. . 

He said they seemed to have accepted 
this way of ending their lives and, once 
they got to know him, enjoyed visiting and 
talking with him. 

Those who express doubts about the 
wisdom of taking children from their na-
tive cultures just don't know what they are 
tal~ing about, he believes. 

"Any child is better with a family than 

in an orphanage. -Many of the children 
were in bad shape because they had no one 
to spend time with them and hold them." 

When Vietnam fell; he wasn't ready to 
come home and first went to Bangkok in · 
hopes he eventually could get back il)to 
Vietnam. Before he did return he spent a 
year traveling through Southeast and Cen-
tral Asia and through Africa. He returned 
here to go to school for a quarter, then 
went to Korea for the Friends to see if they 
·were needed there. 

"We decided there just wasn't a crucial 
need there. By this time, I wanted to get 
back into being an American kid again." 

However, he admits, it hasn't been easy 
becoming an American kid again. 

Sitting in political science classes (the 
subject is his minor) discussing theories is 
pretty far removed from the problems of 
humanity as he has seen them. 

"When you know a kid will die tomorrow 
if there is no milk today, it doesn't seem 
like the time for chitchat on American 
foreign policy." 

AKRON, Ohio (UPI) -
Using contour charts plotted 
by computer from stereo 
photow,aphs, an Akron can-
cer researcher has reported 
an 80 percent success rate in 
the use of an experimental 
breast cancer detection tech-
nique. 

The _l)ilot test, involving a ,- - - - - --- -
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Photographer Ross Meado;, a former La Jolla 
High School student, caught the strong spirit 
shining through the eyes of this woman living 
in a ho·me for the old and destitute in Saigon. 

Meador with two 
friends he met in Afri-
ca during •his travels 
after he left Vietnam. 
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Stanley Sherman 
designs the classics in raw silk. Simply. 
Elegantly. Sashed in Ultrasuede™ 
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The collection, now in San Diego. 
See the Spring Collection and meet 
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i· ,~OVERNOR'S GRIPPING ACCOUNT OF REFUGEE CAMPS - , I 
' > 

) r~m!:!.~!" .. ~~:r ~ill~ ,!~!~edl~ 
pqrt · was ·pr:eMI"ed for· United Press In• roads are bulldozed in t~e morning and fellow tribesmen and burning their hous-
ternattonal : by Colorado Gov. Dick by noon are often impassable througl: the es and rice fields. Nao rounded up the 
J,amm, ope pf six govemors:who toured mud. The worst of the sick and dying are survivors and began a 13-day journey to 
refugee camps In Thailand Ort. 27-28. given shelter in crude lean-tos without Thailand. Ten people died from starva-
"""m wlll -$etye on the u.s; delegatlim wails. The rest, some 30,000 men, women -tiori along the way, and when they at-
,t--a United Natl"ns' meeting on Cambo- and· chiidren, ,attempt to erectcsmall plas- tempted to cross the Mekong River. at 
4(an relief Monday. · tic tarps against the monsoons which last 'night, border troops opened fire on his 
' through early November. Most just hud- group, killing· 27_ people, many women J 1·1'' By GOV. DICK Li\MM · dle in family groups and stare vacuously 
, ltow does one describe a child dying of at the jungle. 
:tnalnutrition? · Worse yet, how does one Six long canvas tarps h.ave been erect-
~escribe 50 children dying of malnuti:i- ed, where under each approximately 100 
ii«?.n, dy. sentery and malaria. The mind of the worst medical cases lie as 10 over- -
humbs. · · · worked doctors and about 30 volunteers 
:: .There are n9w 300,000 refugees .in Thai- 'hurry from case to case, rendering what 
tand from •Laos and Gambodia and 100,000 are eiisentially triage judgments. 
Qr· 200,000 additional Cambodians are "This child is too far gone," says one 
poised ,on 'the border ready to flee into nurse sadly and passes to the next still 
1hailand When the Vietnamese launch form: 
their post-monsoon attack against what's 'MOST OF those 600 under the medical 
left of Cambodia's previous two ·adminis- tarps have intravenous needles . in their 
vations. h f arms and a saline-dextrose liquid treat-
1 Southeast Asia Is awash wit re ugees ment attempts to reverse their dehydra- · 
trom Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia am- tion and malnutrition. The horrible fact 
•~-a famine.of major proportions in that of malnutrition is that it is irreversible -
coun.try, "Boat people" flee or often are - beyond a certain stage, no matter how 
pus}Jed out of Vietnam and those who sur- much food is available. 
ytve.are often brutalµed when they land. Those who die are picked up and put 
t.10!, .:6111ce World War II has_so much suf- by the end of the tarp and burial teams 
~enng spread throughout _Asia. h r • . which have been recruited from among 
• t~ weeke~d, I and :five ot_ gover r the refugees themselves soon come and 1,tors, along with our wives, VIS1ted four . . 
tefugee camps in Thailand. People in our carry ~e victims to a P!aCe near · the 
group had seen -war, the poverty of South trash disposal site. Death Jias been a fre-
~merica; the . starvation _ of Calcutta; quent companion o~ these peopl~ and 
None-of us had experienced the trauma. what, was once nt~ is now Just a · · - chore. -

- ~t we e~nenced at those _camps, _ _ A young baby attempts to suckle the 
, AT SA-KAO on the Thai-Cambodian breast of a woman whose own malnutri-

tjorder, . 30,000 ~op~e have been dumped tion · has . stolen all ~er milk. Another 
itt a nee field with absolutely no prepara- mother bends in angwsh over the body of 

· tlon for their arrival. They now sit in a small boy who had miraculously -en-
s)lock in a sea of J!1Ud and wait for the dlired a six-week trek through the jungle, 
(ood .rations . to be distributed. On but died just hours after reaching the 
Wednesday, this was a rice field ; on Sun- safety of Sa-Kao. . .-· 
day,~lt W~ one of the larger-"towns' in A 99-year-old woman, hailed by ·a re-

. ,~nd with 30,000 mof!! refugees ex- . porter as the oldest refugee, w;tlks into ~* to arriv~ any day. . camp aftj!r a perilous march tnrough the 
• The International Red Cross and other jungle . with her 12-year-old ·grandson. 

voluntary agencies struggled mightily to · Tragically, his emaciated body gave out 
bring order out of chaos, but Jt is ~e a week before reaching the border. The 

ple ~ftei: they have arnved. - · · and forth moaning, "Will ~meone please 

PICKET LINES GO UP IN 
Picket lines l;,y members of the 
Commercial Workers, Local . 64 
Friday. at the two entr.onces o~f 
Colorado Inc. pocking plant in 1 

spokesman said the 900 union _ 
·pared to stay on strike "for as lo 

.

bull. ding .. - a cit.y "ab·ini~o'' aro. und thetMb-. toothless- old_· -wo. man_ ~ts ro. eking back 
--- , . :. - . · . adopt me?" , ~R .. ftl~nh ?.{any of the children _are sufferirigr.;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;~ 
-J 'e-,1ugee r~I.:,, ' from Marasmus, a malnutrition triggered 

Meat cutters are striking over a 

:~ ,L • · f' .,.~ . by carbohydrate deficiency and they 11,.IJleCf O I O .. slowly die a day at a_ time. They resem-
. I . . . · · · . · · · ble li~tle breathing corpses. At one camp, 

"'11: pie:!~ L~mm will discus_s e pli~ht a woman hanged herself so she wouldn't 
.....,...,.,if1g Cambodian refugee~"'and have to watch her children die, adding 

,,,,.~.J11ytsit to·Thailand f 11,.-'-"'an~ to the camp. - -1.. ... , ..... - -· -
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Southeast Asia Situation Bleak ~ 
and children. . . 

Nao's lf year-old son received a bullet 
wound in his right hand while crossing 
th~rlver. C~ung Toua Yang was not so 
lucjt:y; he lost his wife and all six children 
a the border as they fled the last few 

lies along the trail having just given birth million people in Cambodia. There are I · 
to a b.aby two hours before. The other now 3½ million. War and-famine have ! • 
refugees trudge past her without noticing taken an immense toll. . ! 
the baby's hungry cry. The child will not The tragedy will · be seriously· com-
survive. . • pounded if massive relief isn't soon made 

eetto safety. · . 
Life goes on, evert in extreme condl-

ons. On the border, a starved woman 

This century has seen much war, much available, not only on the Thal border, 
dislocation· and much suffering. The trag- but in Cambodia itself. Like in the Hol()-
edy now going on in Southel¢ Asia ranks caust, history will judge us'severely if w~ . 
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among the worst. In 1975 there were 7 don't respond. • 
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U-HAUL it to C.os Angeles.~1331. · 
Jartra~ it to Los Angeles •• 1229. · 

Who can·save you big money on • 
one-way truck rentals to almo~t any 
city? Who can rent you a truck for 
around town? Who can rent you 
bran~-new, dependabls Dodge 
and other fine gas or diesel trucks? 
Who can rent you gas-saving trucks 
with automatic transmissions, 
you don't have to be a truck driver 
to drive? · 

Jartran can. 
FOR RATES AND RESERVATIONS 

Denver 
7000 N. Pecos 10795 N. Irma Dr. 

429-2435 452-3096 
Aurora 

I . . . 

Jartran~ 
. ., 751-2733 Truck Rental 

·No one can rent you a truck like Jartr~n can. .. 
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