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. Former army officers being ·' re-equcated.' five million 
< _ disped cit}' d\yellers moving b~ck to_ th~ _fa~m~·~, .' ,-·· . trut·.:. 

I / ne · · mmur:ust · rulers soft-pedaling the revolutton as tney 
seek ·to returi::1 to native ways. .•• 

' • I > • • J ,, , •• 

SAIGON. One year'-after-the fafl of tbe Thieu, 
f'e&irne, Saigon is -•WI ·a city in ··transition. half . -
of it living in the ·~t.- the other half in a 
futtO 1)111111,}und~. 1be ~n ba_t's are 

' still mostly open, and in their empty dimness _ 
the bar girls still seem to be waiting for the 
rPtum of their fnrmer patrons. The cafe~. pat1erned 

another published by an . opposition fi&Qre .under .. 
the old ~; a Chinese-language ~Uy serviDI · J 

the·cmnese ethnic community,. !'oil •-1\~~ 
Ho weekly.. • · 

. The thieves' ma~ is stilr thriying, with--.traniis-
,toc radios, 'IV: sets, , st~reo ,-equi~ent, America11 

"._and other "preliberatlon'' import -~ -
on sale at exorbitant pajces. Cars and motorcycles 
have gone down in price, as a result of p80line 
rationing; bicycles have gone up. At the central 

d ,.. · t , f or .. t ,. I ,., . .,. 

• 
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Or~hans 
.:.. . 

in J...iimbo 

Many' .of the Vielnamese 
"orphans''gathered up in 
the lasfdays of the war 
and shipped to the United 
States nffw want to go 
}1orn.e-~o iheir parents. 

by Betty Jean Lifton 

T_:1 i~tory moves quickly, today's hys-
j_ .!. tcrical headlines becoming tomor-
row':; st.ale news. It has been a year now 
sin..:e the controversial Operation Baby-
Ut brought more th:rn 2,000 Vietnam-
. ..:<;e children to American adoptive 
horncs-aPc\ the glow of either virtue or 
Ol•tr:ige to Amaican hearts . . For tho.,e 
who fovon.:J the program, som~thin,:: 
110:ik had finally come out of this 
i:;nohlc: w:ir;J:or those oppo;ed, rcmov-
in;:: c ildr::n frnm their homeland and 
th; ir hcrihge 'was th:: most i6noble act • of ::11. 

/ S;nce quite a frw of the children lnve 
1•1.n:::d out not to be bona fide orphans-
1':'.th:;:.:,! t!p :1, thc:y were in th,: L:s t 
c:1:, •. ·,i..: cbys of the war-the qucsti~>ll 
of th~ir cli:_~ibility for cntr/ into ti1i; 
, ,,,.:utry, :1s well a~ for .t(bpti ~1;·,, h:i;;,yet 
t,, l; .~ k~a:ly :1n,Wt'.reJ. A cm1rt ca~c has, 
in f:1ct, hc-l:n in pruc,:s, o.i this \'•:ry 
i , \lL' for th;; p:ist yc;1r. 

·1 h•! c,1:,·~ or;;in:ttcc.1 when ~Iuoi ]\'l e.;_ 
Ct1111111fl. :1 Vi·:tn:iml'\ \.! H1lunt.!cr recdv-
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" ,.,v11 L, r-11. ; ~11.. "~:,a; ea or , ,ror'l left, .;01.o1 to i ~, o ,i.bal l, t hree- .. ,~ •.. ~·:Tt;:~i:zt•-'.,•:i·~: 
\, , month-old Mex lcan.•Amerlcan child and his father, Gary Ball ; Car• t:·, ·• .; , -1-il· · 1: · ·: 

rle Ball, nine-month-old ThaJ baby and her mother, Carol Ball; and · ·v . · 
.. •· -N~tali! s.~n,at,nber~ l,1;"1~0t~I~ .Jhal o.ddl r.- sl in th~ a s •· .,... · · 

Pit,:;, c:·:, {Jl'. ¼r: .,,J . ..,_'.,l!lli 
· · • • , , ,, i"ll • r · · :r · "· , • - p· • r )~\)~ · P-~c• ,' . ., -~7 

.~ ~lf~,iif; ·1~-"';N .~¥~·.t ~--:, , ~~--1 ,.z ·, y)~-~~~~lt.t: .. ~~\Bl::-:~: ' . ·· .. ,0.::1·:~~::l ~it ~r.t- .:r- ._, 
:·. J/~ ,..~~f-l!!;,~°'?" ' "• ;; ·, • .~,.,:.:1:.s.,,.:~I!( ;, ,,yt,.';l;>,,>.,iJ:j. l· 'i :~~:.ijt. . :.1 tR et,o::g· e'gs,Jmor~ -/a.,racri v.e;rs:; f ,it'- f,,:,~~ '~4~t)~'I/U'f';•'.. :•r. )~tf: •~; •:•:~• ·•,.- <': ·, ,. ';:~,~~~,r;i~~r, .N.,. 

t :-i Vietnahie~e refugees living : ~ •.·. ·::,f/:.1,j\~./ ,, ' . 
, 1n the Santa Barbara area and • ti ,<! :)ii~ M,l, it. 

their adootlve·famllies held an 'I'!'· 2:./.;!:;.,t~ .... ,1,. '. ./!, 
unusualu:,,',picn\~ll~~r~~\) ·.:t~ . r.~.,·.·--.;····t··•'··•.· ,.•'I·.,·· n,·.:·· .. ·¼!. -(~-Manning Park.' · .... , - ~ ;!ix ·. ! -' \ ' ·. , • 'A.!,'~-

.. 'The gathering was spon~ored _:; l ~i.~:ti ' , if~ ·• v·~ ·~·~ 
by local members of ~•d to t;'i:: -·;) { • ·:: f:f 
Adoption· of -: Special Kids '.,·v;,;_\ \ · _,1,_,~ , '.; :·.; );; . * . . .,.. ..... ·.Jf!·..J (AASK) and an organization of'~ ,#· •;11• •~ 

. 0 D \t.. :~\-! ' r~• adopting parents, · pen· oor- .· .. ~,t., ,. 1 Society of Santa Barbara .. t!:1'..' ' f \ -~1."...-•,1. 
The day'was also the first an- jf> -l!~r• i :,, 

niversary of .the "baby· lift'" ''~Y · l~,:,_, lJ. fl' • '7 • • • 

plane crasll 1ft Saigon airport ~".:·~ , ( 
during the U.S. pullout from -&nI•"iA :'i'~ .· . 1 
South Vietnam: And it - or the e· .~,. ·: '. ,'. 
arrival of the second plane in 1." ,. i · 
S!lit~' Francisco'. a ' year ago " . ~: ):. 
Wednesday ..;. ls, observed as a 1 i:; ~-:. t~ 
birth~ay for · several Of the in• . .,.,_".,, ... ,,.c~ t;' t: · ! .. 
fan~iiwho ,Jurvlved the crash 1tl.~: ·~J.( 
a.n~others now' .subjects of a -•'-1

•
111

"- 1 ;r,· ,;} 
co"n :rec1~r•t ~)iUe ,o~j;, adop- _ · · , . 
tlori rlght;.~ ,'. · ~"".I' . " ' . · ·.. /:_ , ·. : j • • ~ - l f,r , ; , , • · ~ monf ~, guests · were •·a - :;W':'.,.' 
number of the ·100 or so Viet,!, i)!.!.;,t.- ; 
namest> refugees living in the •. : .-, f ' • · · ·,/, ~: 
area and many families who ·, r_. ·, ' I 

have completed other earlier · I· t 
mterracial adoptions. ' ;.-f.f· ·. · 

;~uUhe R,~~n_cip!e reason for ,·, ,'.''l~~· .~ 
celebration -i+ >1ate ':March ,, ~1>~ •·· 
rulihg.:'"tn WJ'.~· dlstrl.ct 'court'~ r:J ~-r·:1 · 
:h~t a aul_t to .prevent.'adoP.tlon '1 -=; :--r.~·.i_ ·~ 
,r over 1,000 children flown. -tHIII ! ..; }J,·-: , 1 
'rom Vietnam last spring is not · , . . • :a ·:,; .! •"-~ .- •• 
1cceptab1e·asa'classaction- '·-':::.''.1 '··.:"'·1·,,, ,· ·~ . · .. · ,;..·(.,· .1.,-, ',''_ .) 
was · tinged ·,with anxiety ror ,. : '• SKATEBOARD COACHING SESSIONS are part of everyday life · ,• ·~ _-, .,_.: I 
amities such as the Lewis Bar- ,f, ,.- :· · now for Chi Long, 15, left, who came to the United States a year ago v·:·" ' 1 ·: .' -

_,_e1 ts : 1he James •~ieldses, ·t~e ·. ·1 ' . ·, from South . Vietnam. His I ife In the Lewis Barnett household Is. i · ,~;: . :.~ 
~dward . Da~rons, -the Dav1d_,t..,u ,,.,shared wlth1_ an:io,ng others, Jason·Barnett,.4, on skateboard . At r-ight .... . , ,,, : ' I 
elzers, the Harold. Sch\\'.alen- , · ',·· is Jeff DalrlroMa friend. ; · ·· ' · · · · ' 1 

· ' ·i.,. · .. '; :'· · ·i · 
,ergs, the Frank Elhses. . . r:. :, • .. · _ ·. : '. · , , -N .p h t · ; · · · lQese families, mahy . or ,, .. . . -1 . , •• ews ress. p o os . . i ! 

hom°t-had initiated proceed- -- ----- --- - .. · 
rigs ·to adopt long before the 
baby lift" · days/ ;roresee 

1on ths of waiting for a deci-
on on the appeal and perhaps , 
rars or expensive 1itigation in • 
1di'v ldual cases it qie ruling Is 
phel~ . , • . .. 
"What seems forgotten is 

iat our babies are human and 
e are human and our lives are 
terwoven." said Diane Bar-

.-11. Southern California co-or-
nator1 for · AASK: "We could 

1derstand a suit brought by a ' 
tural mother, but a suit , ) 

'.>ught on the chance that a 
•ural mother might now be r: 
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Six month's later, a Baby lift chil 
I first applied to adopt a child with Friends 
of Children of Viet Nam in July of 1974. I 
applied to this agency because I had heard 
that they were placing children with single 
parents, and normally, because of the scar• 
city of children for adoption in this coun-
try, it's fairly difficult for a single parent to 
adopt a child . 

I originally applied to adopt a child who• 
was moderately physically handicapped 
and racially mixed, in the beli..:fthat such a 
child coi,;ld profit from being b;oubht to 
the United Stnlc~ and given the benefits of 
medical care and what-have-you that 
would be available here . 

After going through the preliminary 
process, the ;igency approved me as an 
adopli\'e parent in about January of this 
year . Under normal procedures, which 
would ha \'e taken about a year, I would 
have been sent a child's picture and story 
in advance and I would have had the op-
rion at that point of accepting the child or 
not. Instead, what happened was that one 
morning in early April I received a call 
from the agency's adoption supervisor 
who told me that they had a little girl about 
6 years old who was in good health, and 
that if I wanted her, they could get her to 
me that day . · 

Now this was a little sudden for me, so I 
asked if I could call back in ten minutes, 
which I did, saying that I did want the child. 
I asked what her name wa~ and what they 
knew about her. I was told that her name 
was Yan Thi Ila and that !hey would send 
her documents along in about a week, but 
that they were too busy to summarize her 

· story for me then. 
That evening I went out to Friendship 

Loose ends persist from the Vietnamese 
Orphan Babylift operation of last April in 
H.·hich a veal many of the air-lifted children 
apparently werrn 't lrf,!ilimatr orphans at all. 
(And thrrr is the possibility that many of the 
c/11ldrcn ha,·r hccn J;ii·rnfalsi/icd dorn-
ments.) Testifying before a Convrssional 
commi11rc on Oct. 8, Leonard Chapman, 
Commissioner of the /mmiva1ion and 
Naturali:ation Sen•ice reported that of the 
l, l 12 children flown here, 1,444 ha1·e been 
found t'lif,!ible for adoption while 133 have 
been found ineligible, and 545 investigations 
are pendinf,!. . 

Lisa llrodyaga is 0111' ador•111'1' parent ll'hO 
has been 1ry11111 unmccessfully to sort 0111 hcr 
child's tmc idrnti~\I and sil11a1inn . Ms. Bra-
dyaRa, 15, is an a11orney ll'ho fires in Wash-
ington, D. C. She spoke with Walter Mia le 
about the fwstrations of the last six mon1hs. 

Airport to pick her up . 
From the beginning she was completely 

unresponsi vc to her name, so I sought the 
help of an interpreter and we learned that 
her name was My Hang. 

We learned al so th:it she had a family-
incluJing a mother, a father, a grand-
mother, a great-grandmother, and a little 
sister. 

Now My Jiang h;is been here for about 
six month~ nnd rcrtoin thing\ arc iather 
obvious tom.:: . Fir~I, thcrc is no Joubl thal · 
she is not on orphon . Second, it seems that 
her mother ngrl'.:,1 to give her up only on 
account of the general hysteria about the 
Communists coming to pO\lo er; everything 
sugg(' sl~ that the Americans were playing 
on this hysteria . Third. there is nothing to 
indic ,1le that an ybody over here-either 
the agen cy or th e government- has any 
knowledge of wh o this child is or what her 
background is . And fin:illy, all of their ac-
tions with respect to this case indita1e 10 
me that they don '1 care, and that they have 
no interest whatever in locating My 
Hang 'smother. 

My Hang told us that she had been liv• 
ing at an orphanage near Bien Hoa for, as 
far as we can tell . about a year, before com-
ing to America. However, she made it very 

.clear to us that she saw her mother, who 
she says worked at the orphanage, con-
stantly, and had a very close, normal rela-
tionship with her, as she did with her baby 
sister. 

lncidentally,she told us that her sister 
was sent to the ll .S. also, but we have been 
unable to find any trace of her. 

My Hang describcJ to us being taken by 
an American doctor in an American car to 
an American hou~e. where she and her 
mother had a tearful farewell . lier mother 
apparently told her that she would not be 
able to come back to Vielnam soon, if at 
all, because "there wasn't enough money" 
to send her back. 

Now all this was upsetting to me, to say" 
the lea~t. I hnd. of course, expected-like 
the others who applied, I'm sure-to 
receive a child \I, ho was a bona fide orphan 
or who had been abandoned by her family, 
and abandoned some time ago-not a 
child \loho had a family until the moment 
she was released for adoption . Further-
more, I don't think we can say that My 
Han~ was abandoned at all. I think her 
status would he qucstionahlc bnth mornlly 
and lt:gall)•. even if we hnd II signed rcleu~c 
for her . It seem~ that Amcri,am were in• 
volvcd in spreading the belief that children 
of mixed parentsge-and we don't know 
whether My Hang's natural father was an 
American or not-would be killed by the 

__________,...-
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still hangs between two worlds 
Communists. I Anyway, my anxiety increased as days 
,went by and I received no documents from 

A flcr a while I tried calling Friends of lthe agency. 

'\ t · Children of Viet Nam but the phones at ·--------.-..;..-i. 1that point were being answered in the 
··r..·i, ,·._-.., ·· -~-.~ ·, ;_..· , ,homes of volunteers so that it was im-

,.,...,:{,-.,.~:~-~•~>\.(_-t,1.'2l possible to get through to anyone in a posi• 
· · ·· · · hion of responsibility or anyone who had 

., . .... . •• ,A.,. .. ..,. ~.,.,, 4,,, ··~ ?ny access to information. The volunteers 
__, ..- .• •---·· . ~ ·--·ere all very sympathetic, and each time I _. . '° ·· . .rJ.. > .called they assured me that someone 
, · '\•_ .~·- ·· :would call m.e back in the very near future, 

···• · ... ,....; .,_. . · ,, :but no one ever did . Fin ally, I put it all in ··: ·.·' r· , {writing and sent them a letter. Agai n I 
-., - . . • , ....... .. • ..... ~,,, .•• . !:received no response. 

I '- \..--

And so it went. 
! finally. after about six weeks I got 
, through to a respons ible off1ci:il of the 
. agency and I was assured that they did 
.have a signed release for My Hang and I 
;was assured that her name was in fact Van 
:Thi Ha. that My Hang was undoubtedly a 
.second name which she had been given in 

, '. : the orphanage, and that it was common for ,;:.,_ ·.·.,.. · · ·· /.-.'.- ~•· -, · · i children to have two names. 
· ; . · ·. . . . . J (This ~uestion of her identity h:is never 

- 1 IP I been cleared up and subsequent develop-
r_ ·, -,<i, ., ~, •. · ,.·,.•.• .. -( : , ·,- .·' -l men ts have only co.nf uscd it still f ~rthc.r. 
;:_>,:. ~'.;.:• .... /r'.: ;~·,-.,~~. ::-, • / "'-J Months later I received an affidavit wh11:h 

stated that My Hang and Van Thi Ha were 
•----•------.. "one and the same child," and shortly I l after that the executive director of the 

% 1.P ngcncy told me that another one of the 
vr\ :children hroiight over was named Van Thi 

;V\i'-"'. A,l' I Ila and that the correct interpretation of 
ri~ f'V" · j the statement in the affidavit was th:it My 
II , ll an g was 1101 Van Thi Ila. On top of this, a 

• .• .. • .. • .. •.•,,•. • . • • .. •-•·•.'. • .• -•.-•.-. - .- .. , couple of weeks ago My llang told me that 
:;,:· -:,; .' ,~ :; : ,.·,, · ·,. · ,. ·",her name was \/:in Thi Ila after all, hut -....... .,... .. ... ,.., '-"t..,~,~r.· , .. w'! 

• I , . "i ":~• •tt -. ~.,. .;. '-' ,.,~ ,._ J si nee then she has been inconsistent on 
• --.•.~ .,~....., 1.'.>¥ •. '· :·~- ·..: ·• ·• 1 this and I just don't know what to make of 

Ii I.) Anyway. :i~:iin I was assured that I 
· would be gctt in~ all the nccc~.sary docu-
ments in another week or ten days . And 
again, nothing happened. 

At about this poin t I made contact with 
the people in California who were in- . 

: volved in a suit to force the Department of 
...... ~, .... ·- _.. Immigration to investigate the children to 

• ·• • • • • • "•• - .. • •1 determine how many of them were not 
here legally, and to make an effort. on 

: behalf of those who were not. to locate 
1their fam ilies and to send them home . 
! This suit was brought as a result of the dis• 
1 covery that many of these children were 
1 not orphans. One aim of the suit was to try 

r - · ... j. to get immediate action for those children 
-------..... ----.;...~--~::;:_--A_ who would have to be sent back, but the 
~l'-:;....,-.,,_ . . .• •. , · .. · · • . , suit itself was proceed ing with all the 

.L'::..-/·:.-'.- --.:.,..~-.... ...._ - :,,_ ' speed ofa rather groggy snail. 
. -i> .. / r .r;~. ~-~-\~· ~c,., ... ~-.,- ... c 

· " •• !•-: · - · ..... ':.,,J.,t.:-. ...... <- ·-<-:,-:-.--:,·. ., . .. 

• 

The point at which I became involved 
with it was at a hear ing where we brought 
evidence that any children who would 
have to be sent back would be irreparably 
injured. psychologically and culturally, if 
they were kepi here longer than six 
months . And of course the six months 
have now elapsed and there are still no 
prospects whatever of repatriating thcrn . 

Meanwhile, the children arc forgelling 
their native language, they are forgetting 
who they are and where they came CF?rn 
Th ey arc cut off fr om their natural 
mothers in the most fmportant years of de• 
velopmcnt, and when they arc repatriated 
they will face the shock of another separa-
tion , a separation from their adoptive 
parents. And it's not going to be easy for 
them to reunite with their families . I think 
their identities arc going lo be pretty well 
fragmented , like Humpty-Dumpty . 

In My llang·s making a 
deliberate effort to maintain her native 
language and her awareness of her mother 
and family as far as possible, so as to keep · 
a sense of continuity in her life. · 

I've also taken my own steps to try to 
contact My Bang's family in Vietnam. I 
filed an application with the United Na-
tions Commission on Refugees and I have 
also made efforts lo ma.kc con-
tact with the Provisional Revolutionary 
Government of Vietnam through their 
embassy in Paris . We sent My Bang's pic-
ture and a fact sheet.and I hope that they . 
will be distribuled through the women's 
union over there around the area near Bien 
lloa . So far, though, l h:iven 't heard any-
thing from anybody . 

Sometimes I get the feeling that I'm sit• 
ting on n desert island with an ine>.hausti-
blc supply of bottles and paper and that 
I'm ju.q writing distres,; messages and 
~end ing them out, and I have the feeling 
th:it people who rc:id them will say, "Oh, 
how touching!" but that nothing will hap• 
pen . 

I feel that My llang's mother has a 
right lo say what she feels is best for her 
ch ild, that at the very least the mother has 
to be given 1he opportunity to make that 
decision . 

My Hang asks regularly when she's 
going b:,ck . Is she going this week. is she 
goin g next week? I've seen her go to the 
telephone and dial a number al random to 
call her mother. 

It's such a frustrating reeling . It seems 
like nobody is doing anything and she's 
beeQ here six months . It's just cruel to 
keep her here and then send her back, and 
the longer she's ~ep\ h9rc1,the more cruel 
it becomes. 1 0 
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THE NATION 

REFUGEES decisions, is asking for a case-by-case re-

T~e Bitter Legacy of the Babylif t 
view of each child 's background. A dis-
trict court in San Francisco. however, 
has ruled that no class litigation for all 
the children is lawful: if individual re-

"When am I going homer asked 
twelve-year-old Ya Hinh, just eight 
weeks after arriving in the suburban 
New York home of Janet and Louis 
Marche::e. Hinh . called Keith by the 
Marcheses, was one of some 2,000 Viet-
namese children airlifted to the U .S. in 
Operation Babylift as Saigon fell to the 
Communists in the spring of 1975. He 
had learned to say '·mother;' "father" 
and a few other English words quite 
quickly. But Mrs. Marchese, wife of a 
New York City policeman. was torn be-
tween her desire to adopt the boy of-
fkially and her awareness that his real 
mother might want him back. '·Keith 
loves it here, but he misses his parents:· 
she explains. '·He has lots of nightmares. 
I think about how it would be if he were 

I' -,. 

-·~ -_,;; .. 

or starvation. Operation Babylift was views are requested, they must be grant-
created out of humanitarian motives on ed by the appropriate local courts. This 
all sides. Yet it has left a legacy ofuncer- ruling is being appealed. The ambiguity 
tainty. considerable bitterness-and a hurts all parties. 
legal situation as tangled as the emotions Very Bad. Ha Thi Vo, a Vietnam-
that swirled around the war itself. ese mother who gave up three sons dur-

ln the rush to get the children out ing the babylift, is now living in Cal-
of Viet Nam. there was often no great ifornia , where she is fighting to regain 
concern about technicalities like proper them. She found her youngest child. 
identification or release forms from par- Tung, 3, at an adoption agency. But 
ents. Recalls Bobby Nofflet, who worked since he did not immediately recognize 
with the U.S. AID agency in Saigon in . her, agency officials said~he could not 
those hectic days: "Three. six. nine .ba- / take him. "They call me a liar," she s:iys . 
bies would be left in front of the agen-i/ "They make me feel very bad.'' 
cy. mothers begging us to take them. In Forest City. Iowa, Johnny and 
There were large sheaves of papers and Bonnie Nelson feel they h:1\"e the right 
batches of babies. Who knew which be- ·to resist the claim of Doan Thi Hoang 
longed to which?" Children also were Anh, who lives in Great Falls. Mont.; 
dying of malnutrition in the orphanages she insists she is the mother of the four-

• J" 
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llSA BRODYAGA WITH ADOPTED DAUGHTER MY HANG IN SAN JOSE, CALIF. HA THI VO WITH PHOTO OF SONS 
Out of humanitarian motives, a legal situation almost as tangled as the emotions that swirled around the war itself. 

my child , and I break into a cold sweat." 
Unlike many of the Americans who 

have taken in Vietnamese children, Mrs. 
Marchese is earnestly trying to find 
Keith's parents. 'She has spent some 
$500 on telephone calls to the Red Cross, 
the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service and many refugee camps, with 
no success. "It's very cruel to keep a 
child if his parents are looking for him," 
she feels. Similarly futile attempts to find 
the parents of My Hang. 7, have been 
m:ide by Lisa Brodyaga, 35, a lawyer in 
San Jose, Calif., who has adopted the 
girl. She contends that adoption agen-
cies show little interest in helping. My 
Hang arrived in the U.S. with no iden-
tific:.tion papers at all. · 

Batches of Babies. The anguish of 
Viet Nam lingers-for the American 
families seeking to adopt the children 
they have come to love, and for an un-
known number of Vietnamese parents 
now seeking to regain custody of chil-
dren they sent to the U .S. as "orphans" 
to spare them from a possible bloodbath 

TIME, MAY 24, 1976 

, . . .. 

at the time. "When you see that. you 
don't care what goes on; you just want 
to get those little kids out.'' explains 
Anna Forder. a St. Louis lawyer who. 
as a social worker in Viet Nam, was fa-
miliar with the orphanages. 

The result is chaos. as the U.S. Im-
migration and Naturalization Service 
and local U.S. courts try to determine 
whether specific Vietnamese children 
are legally eligible for adoption by the 
Americans who have taken them in. So 
far , the service has declared 1.671 chil-
dren eligible, based either on signed re-
leases from a parent or on affidavits from 
Vietnamese swearing that the parents 
are dead or the childrei;i have been aban-
doned. Another 353 children have been 
ruled ineligible. 

The New York-based Center for 
Constitutional Rights. meanwhile, has 
filed a class-action suit on behalf of all 
the children who may not in fact be or-
phans, including those who have been 
ruled eligible for adoption . The center. 
challenging the validity of the service's 

year-old Vietnamese child they call Ben . 
Says Mrs. Nelson: "At first I was trying 
to look at it> as if I were in her shoes. 
But we couldn't just give him away to 
someone claiming to be his mother with-
out any proof." When both sides went 
into court over Ben, Mrs. Nelson decid-
ed, "Ifhe reacted to her in a loving way, 
ifhe knew her and ran to her, we would 
know she was someone whom he could 
accept and love. But Ben was in €>1un 
with us the entire day, and when she 
walked in and called his name, he 
looked up, then went right back to his 
coloring." Nonetheless, a district court 
in Iowa has ruled that the Nelsons must 
give the boy up; they are appealing. 

Le Thi Sang, 32, a Vietnamese wom-
an now working as a hotel cleaning 
worker in Ohio, is seeking her son. Le 
Tuan Anh, 7. who lives with a Califor-
nia (amily. Says Sang: "I telephoned , but 
the other lady says she doesn't want me 
to talk with him. She says I must speak 
English, and I do anEI she answers for 
him. I cry. I cry.'' 
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Jam ·babylift' just that il 'dr 
ij 

PRG builds system 1other faces court 
21.ttle ·to claim son 
RAS A GUSTAITIS 

'· FRANCISCO (P J\JS) 
'Ii i \'o searched for months 
1~ h bureaur.ratic mazes be-

lie l<!arrwd thut her threc-
11 .l son \ \':JS in th e care of 
,f the "orphan Bahyli ft " 
:,•s. Dut \,·hen she found 

-1 11' was told she could not 
· !i1 m: he mig ht be better 
1·. 1th his new American 
,•;i ts." 
, , one of more than a dozen 
,-l'~ in this coun try known 

.. el,,ing re turn of children 
,.,J here in the panic of the 
" ' s of the war. She is one of 
ti who must face co urt ac-
r , he expects to be perm it-
:l'l rnion. 
· ·na ny other Viet na mese 
, rs with half-Ameri ca n 
, :, , Vo feared for the Ii ves 
r th ree sons when the 
1 regime was collapsing 
t nt them to the United 

, fur their safety. Through a 
•. she sai d, she met an 
11 a n n amed Dick who 
I to take her oldest sons, 

11,· Kha11h, 7, ·and Vo Anh 
:i, if she s igned a release 

11 . She did . 
,•,t; hbor bound for the Un-

itr•s agreed to take Vo Huy 
'hen 2, ;i s he r own so n, 
an assumed name. For 

• signed noth ing , she said. 
, :~e lf managed to fl y o ut 

t hereafter. From Travis 
1~r ,i Base she c:alled Bill 
.1 !· lying T iger pilot shf''d 

1 '--.iigo n . He had offered to 
• • Jq• managed to get to this 
, . l'opp d ecided to s pon-

:.n 20-year-old si,,ter, a 
'!Hi th[) cousin's six-

d buy . All came to live in 
·11 e near Los Angeles, 
1J hs and, toge ther , put a 
ll, ,,·ment'on u house. (In 

Pop p said, Vo had been 
,f house ho ld for an cx-
l.1mily of 13 .) 
i'o pp's he lp , Vo sought 

1s . After many ex pensive 
, !:,nee phone calls, Popp 

• 
1 r v ~ncd_ throug h the 
:· inn al Rear :ross where 
7i-orJcsr1io)-:,;~.ere and 
'"C d that the youngest 
'h Friends o f Children of 
1 { f'C: \'N ). The neighho r 

who had brought him. Vo sHicl, 
had given him to the agenry. 
expecting t h.t t he'd be cared fo r 
u n til h is nrnthpr could claim 
him. Rut the agPncy, armed with 
a.rclensP. papl'r \'o nc \'ur signeJ. 
had plu< ed the youngster in a 
home for adoption. · 

A .LETTER AND i\ VISIT. 
Throu~h rc:vN, a !Pttcr a rrived 
for Vo from "!Jo band Joan." who 
had had lwr ch i Id fo r 10 months. 
II told \ 'o that her son was not Vo 
Hu y Tung now bu t Bruce Dono-
van, tha t he Joyed going fishing 
with his "daddy," that hb good 
behavior ·· s till gi,·es us great 
pride ," tha t " he can -coun t to 
nine, he knows all the basir co l-
ors." 

"\'\'c think vou should st1e 
Bruce," the rn~ple wrote. "That 
way we both cou ld ,<!e his fecl-
ing.s. If l,y chance he does no t , 
remember you. \,·c think it 
would do h im great harm to 
leave us. \'\'e r.an' t hPlp bu t foe! 
that he wut1 ld think\\'() had re-
jected him. Then, o n the ot he r 
hand , if he did remember you, 
we foe! it would bf1 , \ rnng for us 
t o keep him from you c,·cn 
though it wou ld hurt gn•;it1y." 

Vo fl ew lo 0en\'c r nnd was 
tnk e n to a room \\'here five 
strnnge ddults fared her ,,·i th h,:r 

(. child . ,\ft, !r f, !1,· 111i1rnt ,,~ Jn a 
high]~, tense sifiidtion, the au-
tho riti es now i!1 charge of the 
boy dPcid t>d h,J did nnt rP r og-
niw his mnth<)r. 

"They don't give him to me," 
Vo said in an interview. " I ask, 
give me a chance to see th e boy. 
A fow m inu tes . To µl;i)· with 
him. They say, mayhc the k id gPt 
hurt . J sav. J d on' t h u rt thP bov." 

She \\',;snot 1wrmittcd to h·old 
him, slrn sc1id. "Tl1P.y say, heh.is 
good home now, good mothrr. 
good father. I h;i,·e g,.>od hom·f!. 
guod, mothc•r . :--Jot f.Jthcr. Th il t J 
don't ha,·c," \ 'o said. "They say, 
birthmother m1!iln nothing ." 

"I ask, '\\'h en th ey te ll the boy 
tha t he has a mother?· Thev 
didn't answe r. " · 

Vo said she was shown a papP r 
sa yi ng the hoy wa s declared an 
orphan April lG. She said she 
then showed the FCV~ offirials 
a photograph of her holding lwr 
son April 19 . 

cn;:inue, I on pngr .1 

of childcare centers 
By LINDA HIEBERT 

SAIGO:\1 (PNS)- As the Vi etnamese near the end of th e ir 
first year of pea r e in dccadP.s. the story o f ~1c m illion-plus 
home less ('hildren u n touched by t he Am er ican babylift is 
hrcoming rltiM. . 

Th P f'r<1\: 11,n nl Rm·n!uti onary Covcrnment (PRC). start- • 
ing with 1 :rn orµh.inages left from wartime. is building a 
nationwirlf' svstem of c h ildcare centers to provide homes 
for ;i 11 1,· ho nee d care . 

Tra n Thi \1y, in charge of four orphanages in Saigon, to ld 
P,'\S th;it t hr: !'RC is asking" neighborhood administrations 
to locate. fer:d nnd clothr" children still on the streets until 
enough rhildrarf' cente rs can be built. Thousands of chil-
dren a re alrrady in o rphan;iges. 

In addition, the PRG is pushing a program to help un-
employed people move out of Sa ' Qn to settle in "new 

povP.r ishrd b\' the wa r, gave up t1 ren because they 
ec:onomic Hrcas" in the countryr -~an y famili es, im-

could not longer feed them. Tr. s the new pro-
grdm w ill enable th ese fomi.lics ·~ : their c hildren 
ag,1 in. 

,\t the chi ldca re cen tr rs now in operation, most of the 
pre-PRC. di recto rs and stdff a rc still a t their jobs. But My 
explains that they arc bl!ing trained to change their attitude 
from one of simp le ca re fo r the child re n to one of personal 
r!'sponsibility. taking the role of second mothers. 

DP.spitP. th e ne\\' progra m. the effects o f the war remain 
ever µresent. ThP go\'Crnmcnt , short o f funds, can supplv 

conlinucd on page 3 
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One Couple's Fight to Keep Th• 
By Joan Chatlield-T:iylor 

Kathy and Dale Strand of Altoona. 
Wisc., came to San Francisco this week 
to fight to kN•p the three \ ·ietnamese 

· ·children they took into their home 
during the orphan airlift la!>t :\pril. 

The three children - Rebekah, 7, 
Rachel, 5, and' Aaron , 2 - have been 
named as the plaintiffs in a lawsuit that 
claims that they are among many 
children who arrived on the airlift 
during the U.S. pullout fr om Vietnam 
and were placed in American homes in 

. !>pite of their hadng par('nts in Vietnam 
able 'to care for them. 

The Strands brought the ('hildren 
herC' to participate in an inter\'iew to 
d etermine why tht' Y \INC sr·nt to the 
Vnited States and ,1hether 1ht•y ,1ish to 
return. The lnte rviL'\I did not takL• 
place, and they have _!>incC' returned to 
Wisconsin. 

According to their lawye r, Paul 
Metzger , Muoi McConnell, the Vietnam-
ese nurse ,1 ho was schC>duled to do the 
interview, .was out of town. Tom Miller , 
the lawyer for the opposing side, ~aid 
that he learned only last Friday that the 
children wPre coming and there was 
not time to get a child psyehologM 
versed in the case to do the inter\'lew. 

It was one more frustration for the 
Strands. After almost a year of legal 
maneuvering, they are no closer to 
knowing the. fate of the children. 

The children themselves are ra-
,diantly happy and ebullient, chatty in 
English and clearly fond of the solid, 
kindly couple they call Mommy and 
Daddy. They wC>re noisy and energetic, 
running from room to room in a suite at 
the Westbury Hotel as the Strands told 
their story. 

It began five months bC'fore:• the 
babylift, in December, 1974. ,1·hen they 
applied to adopt a Vietnamese child. to 
add to their family of three biological 
children and an adopted Korean girl. 

- Late in March of last year thC>ir 
'clpplication was approved, but the fall of 
South Vietnam to the Communists had 
already begun and thC>y had little hopC> 
that there would bt> a child available for 
them . 

On April 15, 1975, Dale Strand. a 
certified public accountant. recei\·ed a 
phone call at his office, asking whether 
he would be willing to take a family of 
three Vietnamese children who had just 
arrived in San Francisco. Two days later 
the children had arrived at the Strand<,' 
house in the countryside outside of 
Eau Claire; Wisc. 

The children settled in happily, and 
everything v.as fine until last May, 
when an Immigration Sen•ie:e officer 
came to their house. 

"He dldr.'t sa~· nlllch . hut \\t' knew 
something was umiss. On lht• ~(•1·01HI 

be eligible for adoption . Later, as the 
chilclrt>n's mastery of English grew, 
thl' Y talked about th <:ir lifl' in Vietnam. 

"They wt->re a close family, and say 
good things ,;bout their mothl'r, and 
they were concerned about a little 
brother v. ho died. 

, "They have never said that they 
wanted to leave us. They said that their 
parents told them to come to the l 1niled 
States. Rebekah is quite frighte1wd of 
being separated from us. Whm she 
heard we w~re coming to San Franeis-
co, she made ml' promist>, cross my 
heart . that WP ,1oulcln't lean, thPm out 
here,'· Mrs. Strand rnn tinued. 

i\everth<·less, the Strands didn ·t 
want the children to be inter,·iewed 
v. ithout their being present. 

"I think that the wrong per~on 
would push too hard and frighten tlw 
childrl'll. We tell thl' l11 to be horH'st, 
that's part of their upbringing. \\'t' ft •(•! 
that v. e l'Ould · lll'Iµ this rather than 
hinder it. "• 

The Strands point to the fact that 
the childn·n ha\'e at least nine rC>latives 
in thf' l.1nilc·d States. including the 
childr('n·s aunt, \\hO ran an orphanage 
in Sai~on . ,ind was re'>ponsihle for 
bringing thl'm to this country: Accord-
ing to Matzger, these rdativl's agree 
that the whole family made the decision 
to send the children to Anwrica. 

The peoplt' who brought the law-
suit daim that parPnts may have made 
this decision in a slate of panic and that 
they should be gi\'en a chance to 
recon<,ider, now that life in Vietnam has 
<,labilized. According to :\latzper, the 
rl'ia1i\t•s who arc in the U.S. fl'f'i that to 
rnm,munlcatt• with the parc·nh m 1~h1 

tfee m, 

Double unit on left is 54" wide,' si 
12" deep. Compo'nent ~helves l S" 
the ingenious donish•H-U wall s· 
teak, walnut or rosewood . Come ir 
brochure. 

cooeo 



~other wants return of Viet :'orphan" in Adams County 
r . , . . "· , -~ l u.~ ,_ 

her that the newly t\arlted Brue~ loved going fishin~ psychological paren_t. not the.biolo-gical parent" who i~ ·,. · : S' ~f> _7 , 
.. with his "daddy.';that his good belfa~ior "still gives us important to the child . • . . ,. . • ,~ - I 

Hao Thi Vo searched ~or months through · .. ·great pride.- and that .. he i:an count-to nine. he knows "If there's no recollection,:. she said, ~here can't be a 
bureaucratic mazes before she learned that her three- · r,. · all the basic colors:: .··,/ :. · .. . . . · . continuance of the same relationship. There could only·· · -; •. 
year-old son was with on'e of the "orphan Babylift" · '._, · , · ··. The letter also saict.·r\Ye: ihink you·should see Bruce. · be a riew retationship. It was obvious after 15 minutes 
agencies. But when she at last round the boy, she was · : : That way yoµ could~ his feelings. If by charice he . . to half an hour in two cases that the biological parent 
told she could not have him: He mig•ht be better off · · ·:'.' does not remember you,' we think it would do -him' great was·just another person in the room to the child." 
with his new American "parents." · ·-' harm to leave us. We ·can't help but feel that he would Agency proce~ure requires; she said, that when a _ 

The boy. Vo Huy Tung, now lives with a family in - ,: .• , think we rejected him. Then. on the other hand, if.he .· '!' biological 111other seeks a ch,ild's return, a _social wotke.r' • • • 
· Adams County. Mrs. Vo knows only their first names, · did ' remember you, we feel it;wpuld be wrong for us t-o_ be -sent to "assess her financial situation; livihg . • . '. 
Bob and Joan. and that they have renamed her son . · · keep him from yo~ even though it would hurt greatly." situation." This informatiori·is given.to the adoptive · · . . , : • . 
Bruce Donovan. However. she now has an attorney in : ·· Mrs. Po(>p flew to Denver and 'was taken to the · family who may then decide to return the child . . , , 
Denver and is preparing to fight. to get her child back. · FCVN. office where five strange.adults faced lier, with voluntarily. If not, a court may have to settle the issue. ' · 

Vo (Who'has married ·recently and is now Mrs, Bill her child. After a few minutes in a highly tense "We feel confident we're observing sound social-work 
Popp) is one of more than a dozen refugees in this situation, the FCVN people decided he did not , practi~ ... Schocket ~id. , ~: 
country known to be seeking return of children shipped recognize his mother. . _. · Cheryl Markson says the adoptive.parents in this case .,_" 
here in the .panic of the last days of the war. "They don't give him to me," -Mrs:· Popp said in a - "Bob and Joan" - are only interested in what's best • 

Like many other Vietnamese mothers with half~ . recent interview_ "I ask, .give me a chance to see the for the child. · ' 
American children. she feared for the lives of her three · boy: A few minutes. To play with him'. They say, ·maybe There are those who contend\ however, that the 
sons when Saigon was collapsing and she sent them io . . the kid get hurt. I say, I don't hurt the boy." · "orphan babylift'' programs - FCVN, and Friends for • • ' 
the U.S . for their safety. Through a friend she said . she · She was ~ot permitted to hold him, she said. "Thiy , All Children. in Boulder. alt deliberately obstructing -.•. 
met a11 American named Dick wh.o agreed to take her . say. he has good home now. go~ mother, good father. efforts to return children to their natural parents . . 
olde11t sons. Vo Huy Khanh. 7. and Vo Anh Tuan, 5. if They say, birthmother mean nothing." . · One such person is Tom Miller,a .Ber\eley_attorney 
she signed a ·release for them. She did . Those boys now "I ask. 'When they tell the boy.that he has a mother'!' w~o heads ,the Center for Constitutional Rights. Miller 
·live in Boston. and she wants .them back. too'. They didn't answer." · · · · said that at least one agency official had signed an 

A neighbor bou~d for the U.S. agreed to take Vo .. Mrs. P~r,p said she was shown a paper saying the affidavit, _n·ow on file in the U.S. District Court in 
Huy Tung, the youngest. as her own son, under an • . boy w.asdeclared an orphan on April 16, 1975."S~e said · California, which says that names of Vietnamese 

·. assumed. name. _FQr 'him, Hoa Thi Vo signed nothing. she·then showed the FCVN officials' a photograph of children brought into this country at the emt' of the war 
she said . • . . - her holding her son in Saigon on April 19, 1975. · 0 were deliberately changed to prevent their Vietnamese -

1 

BY RASA Gd$1'AiT1s·an'd GAIL l)AULSON 

Mrs. Vo managed to fly out shortly thereafter. She . ,.. ··. She left the five-minute meeting alone, ~ith the parents from ever finding them," . 
contacted Bill Popp. who sponsored her. her 20,;year- · advice that she seek a lawyer if she wanted to fight for "We've run into an awful lot of cases where children •· • • 
old sister. il cousin and the colinsin's six-year-old boy. her son. · came in with double and triple identities - and some 
She married Popp after reacf:ting this country. Mrs. Popp took that advice and retained Richard without any at all," he explained. So far, only one · 

And the Popps began searching for her sons. After . . •... Hartman: Hartman said he has applied to FCYf\ifor Vietnamese mother has been able to get back-her child, .· 
many expensive long-distance phone calls, they learned · • the· name of the adoptive ·parents.· They haven't supplied according to Miller. _That was only'after a long coo rt " 
from the International Red Cross where the two oldest ., . , . -it yet, and Ch'eryl Markson. exe~utive•director of case which cost about $4500. 
boys were and discovered that the yqungest had been . -;,', FCVN. indicated the agency wouldn't supply it unless Miller maintains the adoption agerniies fllve much~t~ . 

, turned over to the .friends of Children of Vietnam. The required to do so by,court order ... To do otherwise lose. "If one child goes back. they may Jose their license. 
neighbor who had brought him, Mrs. Popp said. had ,; would be violating our rules of con'fidentiality,."' she ~, They're subject to civil and criminal ~uils'""tf it Can be -::. 
given him to the agency, expecting that he'd be cared . claimed, . proved they kno~ingly allowed adoptions of children -~ 
for until his 'llOther could claim him. · Meanwhile~ Hartman s4id, there has been no who were not orphans." One woman has arr-eady filed · !I:!· 
· But the agency, armed with a ' release paper _:. a adoption of the child. "We would _like to negotiate this a major damage suit asking $100,000 for '"pain and 

document Mrs. Popp said she··never signed - had . · situation." he said. "In Colorado. a natural mother has suffering" ·caused her by the agencies. 
placed the youngster in a Denver-area home for righ_ts, unless it can be prov~ that she's unfit, and that's Popp. too. maintains the thought of suing for pain 'i 
adoption. The boy hasn't yet been legally adopted, never been in question in this case." and suffering. has crossed his .-iind.

1 
hut adds. 2'Right · ";1. 

, however. However. Hartman said, if negotiations break down. now all we want is the boy back." , _ \ 
Through FCVN, a letter arrived for Vo from "Bob he is willing to go to court under the premise that the Miller maintains that not only arc the adoption 

and Joan" who had had her child for 10 months. It told adoptive parents ~re holding the child illegally. "We'll agencies opposed to reconciliation of families. hut so 
_____________________ . ge~ a writ of ~~beas corpus." ~e declared . But he also some courts. "Our judge here Ci!" California] is at . •f 

, ·-Raso Gustaitis it a freelanc-r wrlier in San Frandr . said he hopes it doesn't have to go that way: . lriend of Ronald Regan's -and sees ,hill whole thing (tu . ~. ,' . 
wlw 1t·urkedfur /0 years as" :ita,/l'reportt'r, .Jmt ,~; the . FC_V~ officials are~'t talking rh~ch about t~ case. In get children back ~o their pan:~,~] a~~n ,attempt to , :,,. t . 
Washingtol'I Post and later fur thr Herald Tribune. Gail · •. expla1~'.ng the a~ncy s general pohcy, casework . e~barrass the U.S. govern'!'cnt. He :nia1d th~t . : •. , . , " 

• •.• P11ul:1t,>n ;s ~/~«'~la_~« .":~i1rr in Dm,:er unc~_a.("'l".,'-'..!'! •· .. ..• ,;:;~o~ ::r:..~:::k~t ~:\e:.:r:~i:t ~:t~ __ ct ."~ ·• V'.~tnameserren_~~-.. may _th'.~,"} "?~~~~ ~JK:ir ch1ldrcil ;·, ., 
, twtr1l'ihtl.,o,: ~, stnragll~-~reet . .... . ......... . -·. ~~·- .......... ----~': ~". • ~. : ..... ": ~., - --~ -•.• r . · , . , . , ,•: . • . • • • , •• , ,, ·. · , : · • . . ........ . . " · • . , · ·• -'· . • · . .. : ... :·. ~ ... -'' -~-).: .t , ,9. :. ,." •.. .. tMrn.t, l't.-1 . ·J .. --;1..,:·, 
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J-- rur1y oversnaaows custO 
I: By Gary Grimmond 

NorJI, Iowa News Director 

I FOREST CITY - Julie Nelson was 
the "birthday girl" and as Mrs. Nelson lit 
th\ seven candles on the cake Wednesday 
afternoon, Doan (Ben) Van Yinh, 4, and 

a dozen or so others burst into the "Hap-
py Birthday" sona. · 

But when It came to the "how old are 
you" part, uncertainty was on Ben's face. 
He looked for support to Mrs. Nelson. 

Ben-has been getting a lot of It from 

Bonnie Nelson, Ben, and daughter Julie; 
party guests are in background. 

Bonnie Nelson and her husband, Johnny. 
They are in a court battle over custody ol 
the Vietnamese boy, whom they obtained 
from an adoption agency during the rush 
of Operation Babylift. A . Winnebago 
County District Court ruling, before an 
appeal to the Iowa Supreme Court, said 
the boy was to be returned to his natural 
.mother, Doan Thi Hoang Ahn of Great 
Falls, Mont. 

But Wednesday afternoon was funtlme 
as Julie and her mostly first1irade friends 
celebrated with the tradlional cake and 
ice cream. 

, It took Ben a while to get used to all 
those· girls tromping Into the Nelson 
borne at the northwest edge of Forest 
City. His security seemed to be a fat. 
yard-long balloon that he was clutching 
under his anns. He batted Jennifer Sa-
gendorf with it and became one of the 
gang., . . . . . 

He held up his cup and called for 
"more jooose" when Mrs. Nelson raised 

, the large can of Hi-C. . 
· . He intently went about pla!'iting his 

marigold seeds in the :;tyrofoam cups of 
soil- that were part of the activities. The 
children will take these home, 'Said Jenni-

.. fer, :•and •watch them grow." 
1 · : ~etting out a "look, Mommy" squeal, . 
.... Ben pointed to his cu·p and Mrs. Nelson 
·-., asked him if he thought -the plant was 

• - starting to grow already. He smiled. 
· Ben ran to Mr.I. Nelson, pointed with 
panic to his. loosening name ttg and an-

- nounced iq almost perfect English, "It 
)von't stay on.'.' ·,. : ... . ,., .,_,_ ,_., _, .... _,_ 
:: A bright child used . to attention (al-

- ~though not the kind that has made him a 
· ·. tause celebre In Iowa), Ben became 
' ··'miffed when Mrs. Nelson failed to lmme-

·.diatly notice one sleeve of his ooat was In-
. side out as she helped him on with it. He 

·was going outside with the girls. ' :- · 
:' · "Ben worts well into new situations," 
said Mn,--Nelson, who noted how the boy 

·; .has been going to pre-school with the Nel-
son's natural son, Bobby, "The teacher 
said he just joins in with the singing and / 
activities," added Mrs. Nelson, who quot- \ 
-~ a psychiatrist as saying Ben became I 
adjusted quickly to his new life in Forest 
City with the Nelsons. · 

It was obvious Ben has a big attach-
ment for Mrs. Nelson, 28, a licensed 
practical nurse who works parttime and is 
originally from Milwaukee. Although he 
enjoyed the birthday activities, he sought 
her out frequently as she sat in the living 
room of their home telling why she and 
her husband - with Waldorf College and 
a f_onner sporn writer for the Albert Lea, 
Tnbune - were so determJned to do all 
they can to keep Ben. 

"We wouldn't be good parents if we 
didn't ask for proof (from Doan Thi Hoan 
Ahn)," said Mrs. Nelson. "If she Is •in-
deed is his mother .. . ," she continued as a 
hungry B~ returned from outdoors and 
patted her knee for attention. "You want • 
a fork? Can you get one yourseU?" 

About this time a little girl who 
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Bonnie Nelson and her husband, Johnny. 
They are In a court battle over custody of 
the Vietnamese boy, whom they obtained 
from an adoption agency during the rush 
of Operation Babylift. A · Winnebago 
County District Court ruling, before an 
appeal to the Iowa Supreme Court, said 
the boy was to be returned to his natural 
.mother, Doan Thi Hoang Ahn of Great 
Falls, Mont. · 

But Wednesday afternoon was funtime 
as Julie and her mostly first-grade friends 
celA!brated with the traditional cake and 
ice cream. 

It took Ben a while to get used to all 
those girls tromping into the Nelson 
home at the northwest edge of Forest 
City. His security seemed to be . a fat, 
yaro-long bailoon that he was clutching 
under his anns. He batted Jenniler Sa-
gendo~ with it and became one of the 
ganj!. 

He held up his cup and called for 
"more jooose" when Mrs. Nelson raised 
the tarRe can of Hi-C. 

He intently went about planting his 
marigold seeds in the :;tyrofoam cups of 
soil· that were part of the activities. The 
children will take these home, said Jenni-

. fer. :•and -watch them grow." · • · 
~-· · ~etting out a "look, Mommy" squeal, . 

·.• .. Ben pointed to his cup and Mrs. Nelson 
· -· asked him if he thought . the plant was 

· starting to grow already. He smiled. 
·· Ben ran to Mrs. Nelson, pointed with 
panic to hill. loosening name tag and' an-
nounced in almost perfect English, "It 

·_won't stay on." , .. ... •-" A•'· .. .... , . • ., . 

' A bright child used to attention (al-
·.though not the kind that has made him a · 
-'pause celebre in Iowa), Ben became 
'miffed when Mrs. Nelson failed to immP.-
_diatly notice one sleeve of his coat was In-
side out as she helped him on with it. He 
.was going ou~de with the girls. · ·. · · 
1 · "Ben works well into new situations," 
said Mn-.~Nelson, who noted how the boy 
.has been going to pre-school-with the Nel-
son's natural son, Bobby. "The teacher 
said he just joins in with the singing and ( 
activities,'' added Mn. Nelson, who quot-
' ed a psychiatrist as saying Ben became \ 
adjusted quickly to his new life in Forest 1 

City with the Nelsons. · 1 
It was obvi?us Ben has a big attach-

ment for Mrs. Nelson, 28, a licensed 
practical nurse who works parttime and is 
originally from Milwaukee. Although he 
enjoyed the birthday activities, he sought 
her out frequently as she sat in the living 

• room of their home telling why she and 
her husband - with Waldorf College and 
a fonner sports writer for the Albert Lea 
Tribune - were so detennined to do all 
they can to keep Ben. 

"We wouldn't be good parents if we 
didn't ask for proof {from Doan Thi Hoan 
Ahn)," said Mrs. Nelson. "If she is -in- I 
deed is his mother .. . ," she continued as a 
hungry B~n returned from outdoors and 
patted her knee for attention. "You want 
• fork? Can you get one yow-sell?" 

About this time a little girl who 
I 

y tignr 
bumped into a door came crying and 
usurped Mn. Nelson's attention. Ben. 
with polite resentment, watched as Bon-
nie cuddled away all the girl's te.ars. 

The crisis av~. Mrs. Nelson in even 
tones continued her story which she not-
ed is "long and involved' ' and caught the 
interest of the news media. Just before 
drivinll to .school to pick 'up the children 
for the party she bad a telephone call 
from the Nation.al Enquirer. 

"We just feel we're meeting Ben's best 
interest by fighting this until we can't do 
any more. When all possibilities are ex-
hausted and if he does go to Ahn in Great 
Falls then we'll know it's God's 
plan ... and we11 continue to love him ... " 

Looking out the large living room win-
dow with a bcge valentine heart around 
the word " love," the bookshelf with such 
titles as "Courage to Conquer" behind 
her, Mn. Neisoa conceded tha~ the cou-
ple's chances 'cf keeping Ben seem bleak. 

But, she m!:rmured a! BE-~ ra.'! from a 
friend and flung- himself in her lap,' 
"we're not discounting a miracle." 
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; DOAN THI HOANG ANH. CARRIES SON, DOAN VAN BINH, TOWARD CAR 
ii ' · They are fla,nked by Bonny and John Nelson and· "their two children. Mom· Redai~S Viet Child .. ' . 

~s Iowa C~uple Weeps . 
:: FOREST CITY, · Iowa -(AP)-

0

John children with the Friends of Children of 
;Ind Bonny Nelson said farewell to the. Vietnam orphanage. But she -refused to 

· ~ietname"Se boy .they hail tried to adopt, consent to their adoption .. ,fnd they wept as he drove off. with ~s Six of the children were brought to the 
tnother. But they plan to see hun agam United · States; the seventh was taken to 
ioon France. When Mrs. Doan arrived in the 
,.: "She invited :us to visit him on his fifth · United States as a refugee in August 1975, 
lirtbday, May 16," Nelson ·said ' Monday. five of the children in the United States 
fWe are planning on it." · were quickly returned to her. Diplhrnats 

Binh, 4, · had spent the past 18 months are. negotiating for the return · of the boy 
'7ith the Nelsons, who called him Ben. in France. 
~-hen his mother, Doan Tri Hi,ang Ahn, 
•...,,1, him h to G Fall M t THE NELSONS HAD begun adoption 
r,vn..... ome reat- s, on·• proceedings for Ben in May 1975. But the 

Jelson looked the other way and Mrs. 
elso.n hid her face. Both were sobbing. . Iowa Supreme Court ruled last month 

that,he must be returned tp his mother. r ~S. DOAN URGED her son to "Say -"There is no way, even in my own lan-
~by, say goodby." But Ben, who guage, to .e!'press .the way I feel when I 
wore a blue denim suit and a white cow- see my boy," said Mrs. Doan, 33 . 
. !,igy hat, climbed . into a waiting car · Mrs. Nelson blamed much of the heart-
'Monday without a word. ·break on the Denver-based · Friends of 

The Nelsons, who have two other Children of Vietnam. Mrs. Doan had con- ,, 
childreh, took Ben into their home after tacted the agency· two weeks after Ben I 
_he was brought to the United Sijites in was ·placed with the Nelsons, but the Nel-
the last days of the Vietnam war. sons. weren•·t told for six months. 

'Mrs. Doan, whose -husband was killed "The (agency- officials) weren't honest 
in_ the war, had ~scaped from the· (;entral ~• .with us," Mrs. Nelson said. "They should 1 Highlands to Saigon and left her seven : have been fr~k." · 
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Slaeila~wat 
/. 

Wed., Moy 12, 1976, Denvet, Colo . 

. · · na warrant iuued ~!:, ~-

~r. yiefjrJ)hall-Sl)OftSOt -.. 
• •-.- - _:-_ __ .,. _....,.._,.., ,· ...;;,.- .,:-, I 

PlllLADEI.HilA (UPI) - lines to evade Pennsylvania 
Sara R. ~. who disappear- autho!ities. . .~:_,•,, . ._;,,, · 

. ed ·. with two Vietnamese cllil- ·.. ' 'This is not a tnlmtional kid-:l dren she bad sponsored~ · oaping case," said Assistant 
It Operation Babylift, is_ now _µ.s. Attomey·~y M. Mill~ 

wanted on federal · kidnap . er. '' All along 1t . bad the 
charges. . . · · • - , • . characteristics of a federal 

The girls' mother, -Duong Thi ··case. We jmt decided it was 
Yen Nga, 32,-has been awaiting time to bring the FBI in." 
word of her children in a Phoe- Miss C.Oner · and the girls, 
Dixville, Pa., apartment near Mai Yen Ph~, 5, and Mai 
Miss C,oner's oome. Yen Thanh, 12, were last seen 

The FBI, anned with a kid- April 'El . Miss Coner's mother, 
nap warrant, Monday entered Katherine, picked Phuong 
the search for the "8-)'ear-old at a day c;tre center and Thanh 

· former U.S. Army ffllfSe WM is at school. She has refused to 
suspected to have crossed state help authorities fin~ her 

· daughter. 
Phoenixville police juvenile 

officer Thomas Dempsey said 
Miss Cone~ had become very 

. close to the children during the 
eight J!}Ontbs she cared for 
them while their ~r ttjr;!d 
to get out of war-tomSaigon. 

Mrs. Nga said she 6nd Miss _ 
Coner had worked togeth,!r in a 
U.S. Army hospital in Vietnam 
during the war. The women 
were not cl~ friend<;, Mrs. 
Nga said, but when she bes 
came concerned for the safety 
of her children she asked .Miss 
Coner to sponsor them in the 
United States. . . . 

Mrs. Nga, a wido1', fled V~ · 
nam eight montll; later and ar-· 
rived in Phoenixville to find 
that Miss Coner wanted .to 
adopt the children . • • 

"I did not throw my children 
away," Mrs. Nga said. . ' 'Sle 
said she would take care of 
them until I aiukl get •· 1M 
she wanted me to let lier- _,take 

.. 

-tbe children." 
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Lawyers Contacting 
. . 

Vietnamese Parents 
by Keith Ervin 

. Under the supervision of a San Fran-
cisco federal court, lawyers are be-
ginning the process of making contact in 
Vietnam with the parents of three chil-
dren brought -to this country during last 
year's Operation Babylifl. 

U.S. District Court Judge Spencer . 
Williams' decision last week to allow the 
contad came just nine days after an ap-
peals court agreed to hear a motion to 
remove him from the case. (see Barb, 
July 16) 

Public interest lawyers are seeking 
the return to Vietnam of up to 1,500 . 
children in a class action suit against 
the U.S. Government. The lawyers told 
the appeals court that William~ has been 
''unable to or unwilling to adequately 
make decisions with the speed essential 
to avoid irreparable harm to ·the 
·children." The attorneys have also asked 
the appeals court to overturn Williams' 
dismissal of the suit's class action basis. 

Williams' rejection of the class action 
leaves as plaintiffs only the three chil-
dren whose parents are being sought. The 
three were brought to the United Stales 
under false names and without any doc-

·uments indicating that their parents had 
released them for adoption. Their father 
at the time was AWOL from the U.S.-
supported Saigon army. 

Since they were• separated from their 
parents in April 1975, the children have 
been living under the names of Aaron, 

Rachel and Rebekah in the suburban home 
of a certified public accountant in Al-
toona, Wisco'1sin. Until last week, the 
children's lawyers were not permitted 
to contact their natural parents, who are 
now working irr a rice field and a market 
in southern Vietnam . · 

The parents will be cpntacted with the 
help of the Saigon-based personnel of an ~-
international agency which has asked the 
court to rem:iin unnamed. The agency will 
ask the parents the circumstances under 
which their children. were separated from 
them and whether· they wish them re-
turned. I 

Lawyers for · the American "pre-
adoptive" parents and for the adoption 
agency, Friends of Children of Vietnam 
(FCVN) will oppose the return of the 
children to Vietnam on the grounds that 
they have become adjusted to their new 
home and to move them once again would 
be unnecessarily traumatic. 

FCVN attorney John Keker told the 
Barb that the Vietnamese parents, when 
separated from their children, "made a 
difficult decision knowing full well what 
they were doing. I think to the e:w.tent that 
you support adoption, there is a point 
where .the decision is irrevocable." 

One of the children's lawyers, Tom 
Miller, disagrees: "This is not a custody 
case. If it were a custody case, any kid-
napper who eludes the law could keep the 
child. It's a question of legal posses-
sion." 
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-~dOpiiO~s-_ ... _ ..... _ 
Unde~· cloud·: 

By MARTHA SHIH 
Of the Pest-Dilpatcb Staff 

The decision of the Iowa Supreme Court to return a 
Vietnamese child adopted by an American family to his 
natural mother has raised new fears among St. Louis 

.,. area families who have adopted Vietnamese cbildren. 
But the attol'l)ey for a New York grQUp that has fil 

court suits in behalf of the. Vietnamese children b 
to the United States in 1'75 says the ruling Is a good 
because it will make it easier .for Vietnamese paren _ 
who gave up their children under pressure to rega· 
their parental rights. . .. 

The Iowa Supreme Court ruled unanimously last 
week that Doan Van Dinh, 4 years old, must be 
returned to hik mother,- Mrs. Doan Thi Hoang Anh, 33 . 
. The court conceded that the famlly dlat bad adopted 
the child, Mr. and Mrs. John Nelscm of Forest City, la., 
had ·"rendered exceptional service ID his behalf. Under 
this record, someone must be hurt." 
· The Iowa ruling is the first by a state supreme court . 
-on a case involving a _Vietnamese mother's .attempts to 
regain her child. Several other cases are pending 
around the country. Adoptive parents here worry that 
the Iowa precedent could induce more Vietnamese 
refugees here to seek .the return of children turned over 

. to orphanages In South Vietnam and adopted ,by 
American families. . · ) 

, . "It's a real fear among· them, ,They're r'l!nning 
scared,"·said 'Mrs. Pat Adams, a director of the WorJd 
Children's Fund, lnc .• form'!rly the Vietnamese CbTJ. 
dren's Fund, Inc. Many of the families that adopted 
Vietnamese children are lbembers. of the fund. · ,. 

Although many of the 30 St. Louis families v,ith 
children from Operation Babylift have legal custody of 
their children - unlike tbe Iowa family- aome of 1M 
a&>ptions have yet to be made ftnal. • 

At least one St. I,.ouiS family bas been told tbat_ it's 
adopted son baa Vietnamese relatives in the ·United ' 
States, ~- Adams said. . . . 

Other families that are unsure of whether their 
adopted child has relatives have Shunned pubiicity 
totally. Mrs. Adams said one mother recenny became 
very upse~ when a television crew singled her child out 
of a group and attempted to interview him and identify 
hitµ on a news program. • . 

Ms Anna Forder, a St. Louis lawyer who has handled · 
many of the adoptions, says many adoptive parents - , 
even those who adopt American children - feel some 
uneasiness until they get legal custody of their children. 
-In Missouri, they can be granted legal custody about 18 
months after ffling adoption&;::· TIie VletMmeee 
children brought here under tion Babylft - tie; 
·controversial, last-minate _airlift - of ~rects of 
Vietnamese children - uve bee-n here about 17 
months. . 

A major lawsuit is-pendiag ill the Niath Circuit'C'.ourt 
of Appeals in Franclsco ·conceritina the ripts of 
Vietnamese children brought here on the airlift. 'l1le 
Center for Constitutional Rights in New York Is among 
the plaintiffs in the suit, which seeks a bait to tbe 

~adoptions of an ·Babylift_ children, the appointment of 
: ~(:>8Cia_l gia_:l~~. ~ -an ~ensive search by adoption 
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e ·for Return 'of Son 
! ~\s MhINES, Iowa' -(AP)- A . Viet- . Falls, fled Vietnam and enter~d the Unlt-
namese . .mother . who left h~r seven . ed States as a ~efugee on Aug. 5, 1975. 
chili&• in an orphanage wlaile the Com- She said she never gave_.the orphanage 

.~ · miuuita ~•need on Satgon 88}S, "I am permission to have her ddldren adopted. 
so'1ipll)':J-don't know wbat word you caa · When tber arrived in the United States, 
tat" 'over_ a corirt decision returning one she traced them through the Denver of. 
mild. to bet, tice of the orphll)Ulge. · ' 

·''1.Mr. .exclting and ·nervy," said Doau- The Nelsoils contendea tbat Anh bad 
,toang .Anh,- 33, ln Great·Falls, Mont., abandoned her childre~ and that Binh's 

where she Jives. / best interests would served by Jus 
· . , "lt's Dice, tosing a 80}1. We were hoping beihg left witla them. 'Ba& tht court 1aid 
;, fer a mlraclei.'._' .. was 1be reaction of J,oha was · ' 'a ~man ef extraordinary 

f.year-old boy's foster fa- courage, . perseverance 119d fnll compu-
dlerier_ ._ Jast 18 months. "We're happy sion for her child." · · 
we'"' had .a ·year and a half wWt Ben." · The court also said llere "!lS evidence 

Iowa Supreme Court £bief .Justice C. tbe Nelsons bad caased Binh to avoid 
Btjwin . Moore· wrote .in. the ananimous contact' with ootber vietnamese family 
decistol '-t ''the Nelsons Jaave ·rendered in · Forest City, ..Iowa, where they live, 
exceptiQDal service in._ (Bea's) behaH. "····· in effect ausing ldm &o reject his 
Under 1bia ·Mrd, . SOIDeQDe must be caltnrai and racial nots." 
hurt." ' The court did ask, llowever, that there 

Ben, whse real aame is Doan Van be continued contact between the Nelsons 
Binh, Ia • of seven brot6ers and sisters . 

.a. f and Binh. •. · , , who escaped capture in me fin~ days o 
Abe Balp regime. TllfJlr mother left ADIi, who Is vaillbsc &o be a nurse's 
U(em in • Frltellds of Vietnam Children aide, already bad ~ted recl~med 
orphanage with a request to get-'Ulem out four of ber cblldrelt from .a .Boulder, 
of 1he eoantry, according , &o , court Olio., couple who ntinquished them vol_. 
~- . · untarily. Another ;t1I ' lives Ill a foster 
· .~r'fatber bad jlllt been ldlled. · home in this co..-,, and 8ll bdant It 
: 1r11u MIi, a1 Ille It .bowa ta Great with a family in -

I • . ? ' ,o . Q-

Newborns \Vho : 
M~_Diso6,:P 

i • 
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The Voice o~ lhe Rocky Monnt1 
. ' 

ONE-VOTE··LOSS . I 

'Oil~~Sh 
' • 'J..I;> 

By SHARON SHERMAN comp 
\ Denver Post Washln,ln ..,,.... ic fu 

WASHINGTON-A bill to pro.vicle U other 
billion in federal incentives for ~COIIllller-
cialization" of synthetic fuel~including 
oil shale-was defeated Thursday when John 
the House -by one ·vote failed .to grant the . Teno 
measure a rule for debate. , ' / rule, 

The l!l'l-193 vote ended chances that the deba 
fuels research program will be funded by . D-Co 
this ·Congress, which plans to adjourn were 
Oct. 2. . ~r 

It was the second time in less than a said 
year that the House defeated a pn,posa1 

-for loan guaran~ to indUCl! epergy, 
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LEAVING ADOPTIVE PARENTS 

Mother Reclaiming 
Vietnamese Son, 4 _ 

FOREST CITY, Iowa - (AP) - .Doan 
Van Binh, 4-year-old cenlerpiec,e of x1ot)!1 _ 
emotional legal battle, is going home with 
his Vietnamese mother, 18 months after 
the John Nelson family thought they had 
adopted him. 

Doan Thi Hoang Ahn, 33, Sunday left 
her home in Great Falls, Mont. , and 
planned lo pick her son up at the Nelson 
home Monday. 

The foster family had asked that she 
slay with them for several days before 
taking Binh home with her. "Unless she 
can spend some time with us and find out 
what Ben has been going through, it's 
going lo be very difficult for him," Nel-
son said. · 

But Mrs. Doan told reporters that she 
expected lo return with the child Monday 
evening. "He will be going home," she 
~aid. 

She said she couldn't take time away 
from her nurse's aide studies and 
couldn't arrange babysitting for her other 
children. 

THE NELSONS, meanwli.ile, said the 
child told them. "I want to stay home," 
and. "I love Bobby. I don't want to leave 
Bobby," an older child of the Nelsons. 

"Ben doesn't understand what's going 
on-and that's the biggest problem." said 
Nelson. '·He trusts us and thinks we are 
his mom and dad." 

Legal records show that Mrs. Doan es--
caped lo Saigon with her seven children 
from their home in the central highlands 
during the last days of the Saigon regime. 
Her husband was killed in the final days 
of the war. 
· Mrs. Doan, fearing she too would be 
killed, left the children with the Friends 
of Children of Vietnam Orphanage · in 
hopes they could escape. But she refused 
to give her consent for their adoption. 

SIX OF THE children were brought to 
the United States, and some were placed 
in foster homes. She quickly regained 
custody of five, but the Nelsons kept 

ARMY A 'BURDEN' 

AP Laserpholo 
DOAN VAN BlNH 

Court ruled he be returned. 

Binh. The other child is in France_ and 
diplomats are negotiating for the child's 
return. 

Mrs. Doan began her fight to regain 
custody of her son when she arrived in 
this country as a refugee on Aug. 5, 1975. 

The Nelsons, who have two children. 
began adoption proceedings. for Binh in 
May 1975. But the lowa Supreme Court 
rnled last month that he must be re-
turned to his mother. 

"Two· good homes are available to 
Binh." the Iowa Supreme Court said in 
its ruling last month. "Someone must be 
hurt." 

Thi Iowa court said continued absence 
from his mother probably would result in 
further alienation from Binh's heritage. 

The court said it hoped some contact 
could be maintained between the Nelsons 
and Binh. 

1'>int Chief's Chairman's 
r:omment Studied 

'Pnse De-
'•inday 

HOWEVER, AN OFFICIAL of King 
Features who listened to the tape of the 
jnt, .. ,,;~w wUJ'd'tiO~ ov~r the weekend 

- . .,"'I.hr- · 
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