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Many of the Vieinamese
“orphans” gathered up in
the last days of the war
and shipped to the United
States now want to go
home—to their parents.

by Betty Jean Lifton

'7_Tistory moves quickly, today’s hys-
A terical headlines becoming tomor-

row's stale news. It has been a year now

since the controversial Operation Baby-

1ift brought more than 2,000 Vietnam-

children to American adoptive
homes—anrd the glow of cither virtue or
outrage to American hearts. For those
who favored the program, something
noble had finally come out of this
Erjg{z}wor those opposed, remov-
ing childcen from their homeland and
their herifage was the most ignoble act
g ks

// Since quite a few of the children have
tnraed out not to be bona fide orphans—
yatherzd up as they were in the last
chactic duys of the war—the question
of their cligibility for entry into this
cotntry, as well as for adoption, has.yet
to bz logally answered. A court case has,
in fact, been in procgss on this very
i.su> for the past year.

The cas2 orizinated when E\\I_ugi__l‘l!;_-_

Connell, a Vistnamese volunteer receiv-

£He

ing the children on arrival in Czlifornia,
heard some of them pleading to be re-
turned to their parents. Shocked by this,
and frustrated over the government's
reluctance to investigate the situation,
she managed—with the help of some
California lawyers and a group called
the’ Center for Constitutional Rights. in
New York—to file a class action on be-
half of the non-orphans. The defendants
are an unlikely combination: Secretary

of Statec Henry Kissinger, former Secre-

tary of Defense James Schlesinger, At-
torney General Edward Levi, et al.—as
well us the seven adoption agencies that
processed tue children.

In the federal courthouse in San Fran-

- cisco, just down the corridor from where

the Patty Hearst trial has come and
gone with its own brand of hysteria, tiie
case has been proceading at a snail's
pace in front of Judgs Spencer Williams
—in spite of the pliintifis’ plea that the
bast intzrests of the childrerr would be
served by iast and decisive action.
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Judge Williams, a Nixo;: appointee,
did order that the adoption files be '
turned over to the Immigration and’
Naturalization Service for inspection by - ;
the plaintiffs and court-appointed mas- - -
ters. He also ordered that the adoptive - %
parents be notified to wait before final- ;
izing adoptions, and that the older chil- .
dren be ifterviewed about their wishes. .
However, all of this has been imper-
fectly carried out. The plaintiffs contend ~
that only a few children have been inter-
viewed, that INS is instructing adoptive - =
parents to try to get adoptions legalized . .
in their state courts in spite of improper ™ -
documentation, and that they have been "3
given too brisf a time in which to inspect -
the files. - g S TR
On_February 23 Judge Williams |

declared the case no longer a class ac- -
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back the message that there is life on
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; Vietnamese refugees living
.in the Santa Barbara area and - }
their adoptive families held an »
unusual -pncnic‘ jesterdaxs
Manning Park, T i
‘The gathering was sponsored
by local members of Aid to’
Adoption. of --Special Kids
(AASK) and an organization of -
adopting parents,” Open’ Door'*t;
Society of Santa Barbara. ‘¥~
The day was also the first an- |
niversary of the “baby lift'".
plane crash dt Saigon airport
during the U.S. pullout from
South Vietnam. And it — or the
arrival of the second plane in
San ' Francisco* a year ago
Wednesday — is bbserved as a
birthday for several of the in-
fants who survived the crash
and Othen now subjects of a

¢ ;led 1, ba adop-
g e e
:.Amon; s-guests = were ‘‘a
number of the 100 or so Viet-~
namese refugees living in the
area and many families who
have completed other earlier
interracial adoptions.

But\the Rrinciple reason for"
-e!ebration ;z-ﬁ “fate March
ruling“in ‘U 8. dlstrlct’wt:ourt‘j
that a suit to.prevent.adoption

f over 1,900 childrén flown 3 !
‘rom Vietnam last spring is not {5 i v . S s M Lyt ‘,
icceptable as a class action — 1" g
~as’ tinged ‘with anxiety for :- = SKATEBOARD COACHING SESSIONS are part of everyday life - ; T N
‘amilies such as the Lewis Bar- § . now for Chi Long, 15, left, who came to the United States a year T : -
etts,"the James Shieldses, the *. from South.Vietnam. His life in the Lewis Barnett household is P A A
~dward Damrons, the David L _shared with, among others, Jason- Barnett, 4 on skafeboard At nght S
elzers, the Harold Schwalen-"}*" " ' is Jeff Dafnrot"“a friend K o BT
ergs, the Frank Ellises. . i el , ' e Rt -
These families, mahy of ¥ ' V! S -News-Press‘ph°t°§ SaE Ii

‘hom*had initiated proceed- =2 : : Y
ngs ‘to adopt long before the
baby # lift" ~ days,’ ,foresee
1onths of waiting for a deci-
on on the appeal and perhaps
cars of expensive litigation in
idividual Ccases st the rulmg is
pheld.

'What seems forgotten is
at our babies are human and
e are human and our lives are
terwoven,” said Diane Bar-
=tt, Southern California co-or-
nator: for AASK. "We could
nderstand a suit brought by a
tural mother, but a suit,
ought on the chance that a
‘ural mother might now be

sy —




A

i

3 P

S mpatiy e A,

-

'-f‘rv‘"~\> o AL l
ww»-"’ 24

r’l “.;w-

S . a .
My Hang and her adopuvo mother: "Pooph will o&

Six months later, a Babylift chllctw_ PR

1 first applied to adopt a child with Friends
of Children of Viet Namin July of 1974. 1
applied to this agency because I had heard
that they were placing children with single
parents, and normally, because of the scar-
city of children for adoption in this coun-
try, it’s fairly difficult for a single parent to
adopt a child.

1 originally applied to adopt a child who,
was moderatcly physically handicapped
and racially mixed, in the belief that such a
child could profit from being biought to
the United States and given the benefits of

"~ medical care and what-have-you that

would be available here.

After going through the preliminary
process, the agency approved me as an
adoptive parent in about January of this
year. Under normal procedures, which
would have taken about a year, [ would
have been sent a child's picture and story
in advance and I would have had the op-
tion at that point of accepting the child or
not. Instead, what happened was that one
morning in carly April I received a call
from the agency's adoption supervisor
who told me that they had a little girl about
6 years old who was in good health, and
thatif I wanted her, they could get her to.
me that day.

Now this was a little sudden for me,so |
asked if I could call back in ten minutes,
which 1did, saying that 1 did want the child.
I asked what her name was and what they
knew about her. I was told that her name
was Van Thi Ha and that they would send
her documents along in about a week, but
that they were too busy to summarize her

“story for me then.

That evening I went out to Friendship

Loose ends persist from the Vietnamese
Orphan Babylift operation of last April in
which a great many of the air-lifted children
apparently weren 't legitimate orphans at all.
(And there is the possibility that many of the
children have been given falsified docu-
nients.) Testifying before a Congressional
commitiee on Oct. 8, Leonard Chapman,
Commissioner of the Immigration and
Naturalization Service reported that of the
2,212 children flown here, 1,444 have becen
Jfound eligible for adoption while 233 have
been found ineligible, and 545 investigations
are pending.

Lisa Brodyaga is one adapu ve parent who

has been trying unsuccessfully to sort out her
child's true identity and situation. Ms. Bro-
dyaga, 35, is an attorney who lives in Wash-
ington, D.C. She spoke with Walier Miale

about the frustrations of the last six months.

Airport to pick her up

From the beginning she was completely
unresponsive to her name, so I sought the
help of an interpreter and we learned that
her name was My Hang.

We learned also that she had a family—
including a mother, a father, a grand-
mother, a great-grandmother, and a little
sister.

Now My Hang has been here for about
six months and certain things arc tather
obvious to me. First, there is no doubt that -
she is noran orphan. Second, it seems that
her mother agreed to give her up only on
account of the general hysteria about the
Cominunists coming to power; everything
suggests that the Americans were playing
on this hysteria. Third, there is nothing to
indicate that anybody over here—either
the agency or the government—has any
knowledge of who this child is or what her
background.is. And finally, all of their ac-
tions with respect to this case inditate to
me that they don't care, and that they have
no interest whatever in locating My
Hang’s mother.

My Hang told us that she had been liv-
ing at an orphanage near Bien Hoa for, as
far as we can tell, about a year, before com-
ing to America. However, she made it very

clear to us that she saw her mother, who

she says worked at the orphanage, con-
stantly, and had a very close, normal rela-
tionship with her, as she did with her baby
sister.

Incidentally, she told us that her sister
was sent to the U.S. also, but we have been
unable to find any trace of her.

My Hang described to us being taken by
an American doctor in an American car to
an American housc, where she and her
mother had a tearful farewell. Her mother
apparently told her that she would not be
able to come back to Vietnam soon, if at
all, because “there wasn't enough money"
to send her back.

Now all this was upsctling to me, to say’
the least. I had, of coursc, expected—like
the others who applied, I'm sure—to
receive a child who was a bona fide orphan
or who had been abandoned by her family,
and abandoned some time ago—not a
child who had a family until the moment
she was released for adoption. Further-
more, | don't think we can say that My
Hang was abandoned at all. I think her
status would be questionable both morally
and legally, even if we had a signed release
for her. It scems that Americans were in-
volved in spreading the belief that children
of mixed parentage—and we don’t know
whether My Hang’s natural fathcr was an
American or not—would be killed by the
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EEER e still hangs between two worlds

: {Communists. The point at which [ became involved
Anyway, my anxiety increased as days with it was at a hearing where we brought

iwent by and I received no documents from | evidence that any children who would
}the agency. have to be sent bac_k would be irrepqrably
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REFUGEES

The Bitter Legacy of the Babylift

“When am I going home?” asked
twelve-year-old Ya Hinh, just eight
weeks after arriving in the suburban
New York home of Janet and Louis

TIME, MAY 24,1976

or starvation. Operation Babylift was
created out of humanitarian motives on
all sides. Yet it has left a legacy of uncer-
tainty. considerable bitterness—and a

THE NATION

decisions, is asking for a case-by-case re-
view of each child's background. A dis-
trict court in San Francisco, however,
has ruled that no class litigation for all
the children is lawful; if individual re-
views are requested, they must be grant-
ed by the appropriate local courts. This
ruling is being appealed. The ambiguity
hurts all parties.

17



rmcnitt
Text Box


lam ‘baby

(“

‘other faces court

attle to claim son

RASA GUSTAITIS

.\, FRANCISCO (PNS) —
I hi Vo searched for months
1¢h bureaucratic mazes be-
he learned that her three-
i1d son was in the care of
f the "orphan Babylift"
ivs. But when she found
<he was told she could not
hiim: he might be better
with his new American
ents."”
's one of more than a dozen
ces in this country known
~eking return of children
4 here in the panic of the
avs of the war. She isone of
il who must face court ac-
f she expects to be permit-
reunion.
many other Vietnamese
crs with half-American
#n. Vo feared for the lives
three sons when the
n regime was collapsing
<ent them to the United
for their safety. Through a
i, she said, she met an
ican named Dick who
I 1o take her oldest sons,
v Khanh, 7,-and Vo Anh
5, if she signed a release
n. She did.
~ighbor bound for the Un-
"ates agreed to take Vo Huy
then 2, as her own son,
an assumed name. For
signed nothing, she said.
i rself managed to fly out
- thereafter. From Travis
irce Base she called Bill
1 Flying Tiger pilot she'd
1 Siaigon. He had offered to
<he managed to getto this
v. Popp decided to spon-
lier 20-year-old sister, a
md the cousin's six-
d boy. All came to live in
me near Los Angeles,
jobs and, together, put a
peymenton a house. (In
Popp said, Vo had been
f household for an ex-
! fumily of 13.)
Popp’s help, Vo sought
's. After many expensive
stance phone calls, Popp
"l.ev |learned through the
wtional_Red (ross where
» oldest Bo,s were and
vred that the youngest
th Friends of Children of
1 (FCVN). The neighbor

who had brought him, Vo said,
had given him to the agency,
expecting that he'd be cared for
until his mother could claim
him. But the agency, armed with
arelease paper Vo never <i§,n('u
had placed the voungster in a
home for adoption.

A LETTER AND A VISIT.
Through FCVN, a letter arrived
for Vo from ""Bob and Joan,” who
had had her child for 10 months.
It told Vo that her son was not Vo
Huy Tung now but Bruce Dono-
van, that he loved going fishing
with his ““daddy,” that his good
behavior " still gives us great
pride,” that "*he can count to
nine, he knows all the basic col-
ors.”

“We think you should see
Bruce,"” the couple wrote. “That
way we both could sce his feel-

ings. If by chance he does not,

remember you., we think it
would do him great harm to
leave us. We can’t help but feel
that he would think we had re-
jected him. Then, on the other
hand. if he did remember you,
we feel it would be wrong for us
to keep him from you even
though it would hurt greatly.”

Vo flew to Denver and was
taken to a room where five
strange adults faced her with her
child. After a few minutes in a
highly tensc sifuation, the au-
thorities now in charge of the
boy decided he did not recog-
nize his mother.

“They don't give him to me,”
Vo said in an interview. I ask,
give me a chance to see the boy.
A few minutes. To play with
him. They say, maybe the kid get
hurt. I'say, I don’t hurt the boy."

She was not permitted to hold
him, she said. * They sav, he has
good home now, good mother,
good father. 1 ha\c good home,
guod mother. Not father. That I
don’t have,” Vo said. " They say,
birthmother mean nothing.”

“l ask, ‘When they tell the boy
that he has a mother?” They
didn't answer.”

Vo said she was shown a paper
saying the boy was declared an
orphan April 16. She said she
then showed the FCVN officials
a photograph of her holding her
son April 19.

continued on page 3
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PRG builds system

of ch//dcare centers

:..u

-
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By LINDA HIEBERT £

SAIGON (PNS) — As the Vietnamese near the end of their
first vear of peace in decades, the story of #he million- plus
homeless children untouched by the American babylift is
becoming clear.

The Proviaonal Revolutionary Government (PRG), start- -
ing with 138 orphanages left from wartime, is building a
nationwide svstem of childcare centers to provide homes
for all who need care.

Tran Thi My, in charge of four orphanages in Saigon, told
PNS that the PRG is asking “ neighborhood adiministrations
to locate, feed and clothe’ children still on the streets until
enough childcare centers can be built. Thousands of chil-
dren are already in orphanages.

In addition, the PRG is pushing a program to help un-
employed people move out of Sa’ on to settle in “new
economic areas’’ in the countrys ‘Many families, im-
poverished by the war, gave up t' ren because they
could not longer feed them. Th s the new pro-
gram will enable these families -~ . their children
again.

At the childcare centers now in operation, most of the
pre-PRG directors and staff are still at their jobs. But My
explains that they are being trained to change their attitude
from one o fmmp]e care for the children to one of personal
responsibility, taking the role of second mothers.

Jespite the new program. the effects of the war remain
ever present. The government, short of funds, can supply

continued on page 3
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One Couple’s Fight to Keep Th

By Joan Chatfield-Taylor

~ Kathy and Dale Strand of Altoona,
Wisc., came to San Francisco this week

= 1o fight to keep the three Vietnamese

“children they took into their home
during the orphan airlift last April.

The three children — Rebekah, 7,
Rachel, 5, and’ Aaron, 2 — have been
named as the plaintiffs in a Jawsuit that
claims that they are among many
children who arrived on the airlift
during the U.S. pullout from Vietnam
and were placed in American homes in

_spite of their having parents in Vietnam
able to care for them.

The Strands brought the children
here to participate in an interview to
determine why they were sent to the
United States and whether they wish to
return. The interview did not take
place, and they have since returned to
Wisconsin.

According to their lawyer, Paul
Metzger, Muoi McConnell, the Vietnam-
ese purse who was scheduled to do the
interview, was out of town. Tom Miller,
the lawyer for the opposing side, said
that he learned only last Friday that the
children were coming and there was
not time to get a child psychologist
versed in the case to do the interview.

It was one more frustration for the
Strands. After almost a year of legal
maneuvering, they are no closer to
knowing the fate of the children.

The children themselves are ra-
diantly happy and ebullient, chatty in
English and clearly fond of the solid,
kindly couple they call Mommy and
Daddy. They were noisy and energetic,
running from room to room in a suite at
the Westhury Hotel as the Strands told
their story.

It began five months before' the =

babylift, in December, 1974. when they
applied to adopt a Vietnamese child, to
add to their family of three biological
children and an adopted Korean girl.

“Late in March of last year their
application was approved, but the fall of
South Vietnam to the Communists had
already begun and they had little hope
that there would be a child available for
them.

On April 15, 1975, Dale Strand. a
certified public accountant. received a
phone call at his office, asking whether
he would bhe willing to take a family of
three Vietnamese children who had just
arrived in San Francisco. Two days later
the children had arrived at the Strands’
house in the countryside outside of
Eau Claire, Wis¢.

The children settled in happily, and
everything was fine until last May,
when an Immigration Service officer
came to their house.

“He didr’t say much. but we knew
something was amiss. On the second

be eligible for adoption. Later, as the
children’s mastery of English grew,
they talked about their life in Vietnam.

“They were a close family, and say
good things about their mother, and
they were concerned about a little
brother who died.

v “They have never said that they
wanted to leave us. They said that their
parents told them to come to the United
States. Rebekah is quite frightened of
being separated from us. When she
heard we were coming to San Francis-
co, she made me promise, cross my
heart, that we wouldn't leave them out
here,” Mrs. Strand continued.

Nevertheless, the Strands didn't
want the children to be mteruewed
without their being present.

“I think that the wrong person
would push too hard and frighten the
children. We tell them to be honest,
that's part of their upbringing. We feel
that we could help this rather than
hinder it."””

The Strands point to the fact that
the children have at least nine relatives
in the United States, including the
children’s aunt, who ran an orphanage
in Saigon uand was responsible for
bringing them to this country.: Accord-
ing to Matzger, these relatives agree
that the whole family made the decision
to send the children to America.

The people who brought the law-
suit ¢laim that parents may have made
this decision in a state of panic and that
they should be given a chance to
reconsider, now that life in Vietnam has
stabilized. According to Matzger, the
relatives who are in the U.S. feel that to
mmmunk‘alv »\nh th(* parents mmll

et thilie e Sl N s o ey
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BY RASA GUSTAITIS and GAIL PAULSON

Hao Thi Vo searched for months through
bureaucratic mazes before she learned that her three- "
year-old son was with one of the “orphan Babylift"
agencies. But when she at last found the boy, she was
told she could not have him: He might be better off
with his new American “parents.”

The boy, Vo Huy Tung, now lives with a family in
Adams County. Mrs. Vo knows only their first names,
Bob and Joan, and that they have renamed her son
Bruce Donovan. However, she now has an attorney in
Denver and is preparing to fight to get her child back.

Vo (who has married recently and is now Mrs, Bill
Popp) is one of more than a dozen refugees in this
country known to be seeking return of children shipped
here in the panic of the last days of the war.

Like many other Vietnamese mothers with half-

American children, she feared for the lives of her three

sons when Saigon was collapsing and she sent them to
the U.S. for their safety. Through a friend she said, she
met an American named Dick who agréed to take her

oldest sons, Vo Huy Khanh, 7, and Vo Anh Tuan, 5, if
she signed a release for them. She did. Those boys now
live in Boston, and she wants them back, too.

A neighbor bound for the U.S. agreed to take Vo
Huy Tung, the youngest, as her own son, under an
assumed name. For him, Hoa Thi Vo signed nothing,
she said. b7 :

Mrs. Vo managed to fly out shortly thereafter.-She
contacted Bill Popp, who sponsored her, her 20-year-
old sister, a cousin and the counsin’s six-year-old boy.
She married Popp after reaching this country.

And the Popps began searching for her sons. After.

many expensive long-distance phone calls, they learned

from the Internafional Red Cross where the two oldest > . nd-C i r
<. FCVYN, indicated the agency wouldn’t supply it unless

boys were and discovered that the youngest had been

. turned over to the Friends of Children of Vietnam. The,_ il

neighbor who had brought him, Mrs. Popp said, had
given him to the agency, expecting that he'd be cared
for until his mother could claim him.

But the agency, armed with a release paper — a
document Mrs. Popp said she never signed — had
placed the youngster in a Denver-area home for

~ adoption. The boy hasn’t yet been legally adopted,
“however. : .

Through FCVN, a letter arrived for Vo from “Bob

and Joan™ who had had her child for 10 months. It told

" Rasa Gustaitis is a freelance writer in San Francisco
who worked for 10 years as a staff reporter, first for the
Washington Post and later for the Herald Tribune. Gail

Paulson is a freelance writer in Denver and a Jrequent

--‘mnnbumnm'»mughvcw..---...v---

.goes by. in wluch thc aut
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her that the néwly named Bruce loved gdia"g fishing
with his “daddy,™ that-his good belavior “still gives us
great pride.” and that' “he can count to nine, he knows

) _all the basic colors.”

The letter also said, *We think you'should see Bruce.
That way you could see his feelings. If by chance he

' does not remember you, we think it would do him great

harm to leave us. We can't help but feel that he would

- think we rejected him. Then, on the other hand, if he

did remember you, we féel it.would be wrong for us to

= keep him from you even though it would hurt greatly.”

. Mrs. Popp flew to Denver and was taken to the

" FCVN office wheré five strange adults faced her, with

her child. After a few minutes in a highly tense
situation, the FCVN people declded he dld not
recognize his mother.

“They don’t give him to me,” Mrs, Popp said in a
recent interview. “l ask, give me a chance to see the
boy. A few minutes. To play with him. They say, maybe
the kid get hurt. I say, | don’t hurt the boy.”

She was not permitted to hold him, she said, “They |
say, he has good home now, good mother, good father.
They say, birthmother mean nothing.” .

“l ask, ‘When they tell the boy.that he has a mothér”
They didn’t answer.”
Mrs. Popp said she was shown a paper saying the

. 3 boy was declared an orphan on April 16, 1975. She said

she then showed the FCVN officials'a photograph of

~ her holding her son in Saigon on April 19, 1975.

~ She left the five-minute meeting alone, with the
advice that she seek a lawyer if she wantcd to ﬁght for

- her son.

Mrs. Popp took that advice and retained Richard

 Hartman. Hartman said he has applied to FCVN,for
- the name of the adoptive parents.- They haven’t supplied

it yet, and Cheryl Markson, executive director of

required to do so by court order. “To do otherwise
would be violating our rules of confidentiality,” she

. claimed.

Meanwhile; Hartman said, there has been no
adoption of the child. “We would like to negotiate this
situation,” he said. *In Colorado, a natural mother has
rights, unless it can be proved that she’s unfit, and that's
never been in question in this case.”

However, Hartman said, if negotiations break down,
he is willing to go to court under the premise that the
adoptive parents are holding the child illegally. “We'll
get a writ of habeas corpus,” he declared. But he also

" said he hopes'it doesn’t have to go that way.

FCVN officials aren't talking much about the case. In

2 explammg the agency's general policy, casework

supervisor Marcia Schocket quoted from a book she
malnmn that "lt s the

.............
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Mother wants return ot Viet “orphan” in Adams County _ "y
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psychological parent, not the biological parent” who is -

. important to the child.

“If there's no recollection,” she said, ‘“there can't be a’

. continuance of the same relationship. There could only -

be a new relationship. It was obvious after 15 minutes
to half an hour in two cases that the biological parent

- was'just another person in the room to the child.”

Agency procedure requires, she said, that when a

| biological mother seeks a child's return, a social worker

be sent to “assess her financial situation, living
situation.” This information is given to the adoptive
family who may then decide to return the child

. voluntarily. If not, a court may have to settle the issue.

“We feel confident we're observing sound socnal-work
practice,” Schocket said.
Cheryl Markson says the adoptive parents in this case

S-6-T
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e

— “Bob and Joan™ — are only interested i in what's best -

for the child.

There are those who contend, however, that the
“orphan babylift” programs — FCVN and Friends for
All Children, in Boulder, are deliberately obstructing
efforts to return children to their natural parents.

One such person is Tom Miller,a Berkeley attorney
who heads the Center for Constitutional Rights. Miller
said that at least one agency official had signed an
affidavit, now on file in the U.S. District Court in
California, which says that names of Viethamese
chiIdren brought into this country at the end of the war

“were deliberately changed to prevent their Vletnamese
parents from ever finding them,”

“We've run into an awful lot of cases where children
came in with double and triple identities — and some
without any at all,” he explained. So far, only one
Vietnamese mother has been able to get back her child,

according to Miller. That was only after a long court =~ |

case which cost about $4500.

Miller maintains the adoption agencies Mve much to
lose. “If one child goes back, they may lose their license.
They're subject to civil and criminal suits if it can be
proved they knowingly allowed adoptions of children
who were not orphans.” One woman has already filed
a major damage suit asking $100,000 for *pdin and
suffering” caused her by the agencies.

Popp. too, maintains the thought of suing for pain
and suffering has crossed his #hind, but adds, “Right
now all we want is the boy back.”

Miller maintains that not only are the adoplmn
agencies opposed to reconciliation of families, but Sge
are some courts. “Our judge here [in («.lh'()l‘ﬂld] is a
friend of Ronald Regan's and sees this whole thing [to *
get children back to their parents] as an attempt to -
embarrass the U.S. government. He's said that

. Vietnamese pnrcnts may think. lhey wam their children”

L9084k Tumbh‘



Lrurry oversnadows cus#ody

By Gary Grimmond
North lowa News Director

FOREST CITY — Julie Nelson was -

the ‘‘birthday girl” and as Mrs. Nelson lit
the seven candles on the cake Wednesday
afternoon, Doan (Ben) Van Vinh, 4, and

! adozen or so others burst into the “Hap-
- py Birthday” song.
But when it came to the ‘‘how old are
. you” part, uncertainty was on Ben's face.
He looked for support to Mrs. Nelson.
Ben has been getting a lot of it from

Sta# phote

Bonnie Nelson, Ben, and daughter Julie;
party guests are in background.

~

Bonnie Nelson and her husband, Johnny

. They are in a court battle over custody of

the Vietnamese boy, whom they obtained

~ from an adoption agency during the rush

of Operation Babylift. A . Winnebago
County District Court ruling, before an
appeal to the Iowa Supreme Court, said

. the boy was to be returned to his natural

mother, Doan Thi Hoang Ahn of Gmt

Falls, Mont.

But Wednesday aftemoon was funtime
as Julie and her mostly first-grade friends
celebrated with the tradiMonal cake and
ice cream.

« It took Ben a while to get used to all
those girls tromping into the Nelson

- home at the northwest edge of Forest

City. His security seemed to be a fat,
yard-long bailoon that he was clutching

. under his arms. He batted Jennifer Sa-

gendorf with it and became one of the

gang. T e,

He held up his cup and called for
“more jooose” when Mrs. Nelson raised
- the large can of Hi-C.

He intently went about plafiting his
marigold seeds in the styrofoam cups of
soil that were part of the activities. The
children will take these home, said Jenm
ler and watch them grow.” -

: Letting out a “look, Mommy" squeal
Ben pointed to his cup and Mrs. Nelson
-+ asked him if he thought the plant was

% .starting to grow already. He smiled.

Ben ran to Mrs. Nelson, pointed with

panic to his loosening name tag and an- |.

nounced in almost perfect English, “It
WO SIRY N = s iivs S
“ A bright child used.to attention (al-
"though not the kind that has made him a
- cause celebre in lIowa), Ben became
“miffed when Mrs. Nelson failed to imme-
diatly notice one sleeve of his coat was in-

_ side out as she helped him on with it. He

‘was going outside with the girls. ' :-

-“Ben works well into new situations,”

‘said Mrs-Nelson, who noted how the boy

'i has been going to pre-school with the Nel-

‘'son’s natural son, Bobby. “The teacher
said he just joins in with the singing and
activities,” added Mrs. Nelson, who quot-
‘ed a psychiatrist as saying Ben became

adjusted quickly to his new life in Forest

City with the Nelsons.

It was obvious Ben has a big attach- :

ment for Mrs. Nelson, 28, a licensed
practical nurse who works parttime and is
originally from Milwaukee. Although he
enjoyed the birthday activities, he sought
her out frequently as she sat in the living
room of their home telling why she and
her husband — with Waldorf College and
a former sports writer for the Albert Lea,
Tribune — were so determined to do all
they can to keep Ben.

“We wouldn't be good parents if we
didn’t ask for proof (from Doan Thi Hoan
Ahn),” sald Mrs. Nelson. “If she is-in-
deed is his mother...,” she continued as a
hungry Ben returned from outdoors and
patted her knee for attention. “You want
a fork? Can you get one yourself?”

About this time a little girl lwho
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) others burst into the “Hap-  Bonnie Nelson and her husband, Johnny. | bumped into a door came crying and
' SOng. ) They are in a court battle over custody of usurped Mrs. Nelson's attention. Ben, !

0 tha Viatnamoea hav wham thou nhtainad writh nalita sacantrmant watrhad 2a Ran.
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AP Laserphoto

DOAN THI HOANG ANH CARRIES SON, DOAN VAN BINH, TOWARD CAR |
They are flanked by Bonny cnd John Nelson and their two children. |

Mom Reclaims Viet Child
As lowa Couple Weeps

-
-
-

TRBRERERE

FOREST  CITY, Iowa —(AP)— John children with the Friends of Children of
@nd Bonny Nelson said farewell to the Vietnam orphanage. But she -refused to
o ietnamese boy they had tried to adopt, consent to their adoption.
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Wed., May 12, 1976, Denver, Colo.

Kidnap warrant issued -
ior V_l_g{_‘olfphan sponsor

L. FHIA (UPl) — lines to evade Pennsylvama
Sara R. Coner, who disappear- _authorities. s e

dren she had sponsored during naping case,” said Assistant
‘Operation Babvlift. is now US. Attornev Jeffreyv M. Mill- |
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: 20{)}) Viginamese crphans 1o.ens: .
terihae United Stites, and AID.

wveial sevvices sent a letter to the

< after takeoif and 78 of the chil- j’
~dren aboard ‘were killéd. But tiot
- until” the second "Babylift plane
actually landed in San_ Francisco:

[ onApril 5 was it clear that what
-~ seemed to be 2 final humanitari- =

rree.?r'nﬁo ‘"r’*nr

G“:r"tm"* Eaav ¢ seemed.
fple ab the time.. A.: eu‘mmi

metizan AID. OhLCEaau i,
‘Washingion on April 2, 1975, it
scemed .hc omy nhma_ntan.n

Imm‘g:ai: m uuﬂmntea asrec.l.
They would permit an estimated

WOLLd aliccate $2 - million xo;:*
ihsic trm;spo*iahom : e
'Thz‘.i same day i Vuﬂ aS ;

hled,  the: Vietnamese ‘minister of

prime. minister, asking thatia
mass release be given for the.or-
phans. In 2¢ howrs, Oﬂeratxon Ba-
bylift-was ready to ro.L
The first plane crashed shorﬂy

an gesture mizht turn infa a ~Fm31

A sasnisae

Jron cf the Amer-can m\o‘ve-»
_mcnt inVietham. * -~

Pecple who had gone to the -
airport 10 meet the youngsters-
learned that many of thﬂm wer
not orphans et all. e
 Many were nnddm-claa? k.ds‘
x»ho had p..rent; or relatxves in

7 ra«.; Jo’mston i w Berhel&’ll

the - Saigon * government, aum-

'by mothers . who  velieved. they:

-been living in - orphanages - be-
} - cause their families were too poor
* to-care for them, ‘but they did not

-'Saugon. A v were ‘given to"

American - agenc.ea in Vxetnam
during the f{inal days of t}'e war:

,would be killed in the predicted:
loodbath:: Some - said*they-had

think . their' methers -would ‘ever
have signed reicases for them to
be carried off to a foreign Jand.

“dozen of these children: Other
;Vxetnamesexm tlys:éﬂuntry;-

= 80,
vpuohc-mterest. 1awyers .in"-San.
: : Francxscoﬁled a class-achon law-
‘No one knows for cerain how: =~ dinst et
- many-of these 2,000 children
-+ - were not, indeed,: orphans -But
- the estimates of the number who
WEre never oﬂxcmﬂy abandoned-

“al"on’ behalf of parems in Viet-
“nam to veunite them: with these
jnonorphans as qmcklyaspossxble.

“children to due” ptocess,hhetty
and freedom from: ﬂ]egaLsexzme.

parents ‘burst “into: t.ears. -State
epartment‘ofﬁcials “slammed
own the phone cumng the case.

¥ San Francxsco, are typmatoéthan
“special ‘breed known as-adoptive
'.:parents--salt-of-the-earth types
- who- believe: in’ families and 2

Sigeles '('Elmcs :

‘Backeround.

“Interpretat
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| Viet - Adoption 'Dlscovery_ Stit'
sred by FCYN Ah‘orney’ "

=/ The conﬁdenhality o adop-country legally, Ekiund said. Jsidering a cross-appeal by the ;
#ltions processed by Friends of/ Named in the smt, ﬂled in|federal . government - that the
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Lawyers Contacting
Vietnamese Parents

by Keith Ervin

Under the supervision of a San Fran-
cisco federal court, lawyers are be-
ginning the process of making contact in
Vietnam with the parents of three chil-

e 4

Rachel and Rebekah in the suburban home
of a certified public accountant in Al-
toona, Wiscohsin. Until last week, the
children’s lawyers were not permitted
to contact their natural parents, who are
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j luuN ABRAMS is a Iru-lau‘e writer and yeacc aan ana In
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B 2 lawsuit designed to determine the children's, identiti

W
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: wandorphmageswberetheyhadbeenplmd

| ',., Membled a kidnapping and. Mﬁk!’gm.lﬁ

k ;, Chmbﬂdxc. Massachusetis. |

1 ¥ B ot
. T 2 » - e ‘,’ A H “‘
3-’ ‘&b‘ LT BT TR L T R z.

** ‘The concerted efforts of U.S,. pvmmf~

Was ita rescuo :nissxon 0( kidnappmg?

"‘“A mother in a burning building throw: ,i?xuwr e bcnclt xab dlting a bit as aﬁncnt Americam
child. When the fire is out and the mogha i: .wfe. iy g Fhelr, ehs ,ad suburban homes on aldng withi:

.........

s does one keep running with the child?” .«: " “How, s is,” the journalists seem to_smaan; "M
& i —-Atlomey'rom "1 the Ba] lhouldllmoonetothh,uﬁt inmuﬂ-i
j ’ X Intematlonalcwdrcnl nmlymjec! nhouldcndinbltthwbemmm
The Vietnam Babylift of April, 197; Q_mel, gre 30 worthy ey e
‘% manipulative a public relations stunt that {:e Yétﬁé* Babyuft h.d to m go ﬂﬁ,. : {
sixteen months have only dulled the shock. Jn manyv babymark‘et h an ugly business, as are hy; % 3.

mukmhommntsprmmMmdMgw pommnkm some means of éssuagi sdih.:b& §
‘releases, destined for the homes of relatives,’ plcke& “all, ghe e of children as political pasvns. M'%,_“‘"ﬁ

" rrily by parents mnable to support them,qghh
“'hospitals or even whisked off the streets, ithe!

Babyhrt children are still with us. Yet it has Jong bee
. evident that the supposed rescue mission more ﬁ

m wzosum that the Babyift would “creste, ﬁ B
“in Amén -pnbhc opinion i favor of die’ Rep g?

.;%Wﬁﬁ&mmu 3 M«
e L o bt b 4 f

*_;é ag
F i et

children are not eligible for adophon ’ fVL‘,{;{ o
. and adoption agencies alike to save face by;blqg.

.and their parents’ wishes are little known. ( | BSS
per!nps that the issue has by now '3,..?'
" factorily or, on the contrary, that mtlnng cu} bg dm’: b )

" and that Vietnamese parents must learn, as b?t ﬂ!{ after,
able, to heal yet another wound of so many. *
Most media coverage of the issue has- becg‘ﬁ th

; " tress/no forest variety, as journalists focus g}indx éd 1o ;nvestlpte. Thl tase has been argucd sy |
© custody struggles between American couples afid m* ;r*lttomen whose concern for the children’s D
‘namese refugee mothers who have managed ,10 iou "M only by their enormous patience W..

" their children. Article after article enumerncs ‘the - 'Sie ym Miller, Mort Cohen, and Neil ‘o

&anuges each set of parents seems to offer, ‘bk!l ﬂll : et for Constitutional Rxgh;s in Néw Ybrﬁ :

' ouvedtbemm,pommunim and “Grows ' 7
'." f*w,@"‘ b &.’* ::'«.:._ A
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.. area families who have adopted Vietnamese children.

: adopﬂmshaveyetmbemadenml

o :’f" et

Under Clond

By MARTHA SHIRK
Of the Post-Dispatch Staff

The decision of the lowa Supreme Court to return a

Vietnamese child adopted by an American family to his |
natural mother has raised new fears among St. Louis

But the attorney for a New York group that has fil
court suits in behalf of the Vietnamese children b;
to the United States in 1975 says the ruling is a good
because it will make it easier for Vietnamese paren
who gave up their children under pressure to reg
their parental rights. : i &

The Iowa Supreme Court ruled unanimously last
week that Doan Van Binh, 4 years old, must be
réturned to his mother, Mrs. Doan Thi Hoang Anh, 33. |.
The court conceded that the family that had adepted |
the child, Mr. and Mrs. John Nelson of Forest City, Ia., -
had “‘rendered exceptional service in his hehalf Under
thisrecord someone must be hurt.” - 5

Thelowanﬂmgistheﬂrstbyastutesupremecourt ;
.on a case involving a Vietnamese mother’s attempts to
regain her child. Several other cases are pending
around the country. Adoptive parents here worry that
the Iowa precedent could induce more Vietnamese
refugees here to seek the return-of children turned over
. to orphanages in South Vietnam nnd adopted by
American families. .

., “It’s a real fear qmong them They’re ’f
"scared,” said Mrs. Pat Adams, a
Children’s Fund, Inc., formerly t!le Viemme al-
dren’s Fund, Inc. Many of the families that adoyted
Vietnamese children are members of the fund. .
Although many of the 30 St. Louis families with
children from Operation Babylitt have legal of
their children — unlike the lowa hnﬂy«-_-someofia 3

At least one St. Louis family has beeatold thlt it's
adopted son has Vietm\mese relatives in the Umbed
States, Mrs. Adams said. - .° ~,

Other families that are unsure of whetber their 4
adopted child has relatives have shunned publicity
totally. Mrs. Adams said one mother recently became
very upset when a television crew singled her child out
of a group and. attempted to interview him and identify
him on a news 1

Ms Anna Forder, a St Louis lawyer who has handled
many of the adoptions, says many adoptive parents — .
even those who adopt Amgican Zhﬂdren — feel some
uneasiness until they get legal custody of their children.
{ansmm.theymbemntedmwstodyamu

months after filing adoption | :
children brought here under | ah —the
controversial, last-minute airlift — o of

Vietnamese ehﬂdren ‘hve ben here about 11
months. e

A major lawsuit hm inﬂleNuth Circmt'a:m
of Appeals in San Francisco'concerning the ri of
Vietnamese children b; here on the airlift. The
Center for Constitutional Rights in New York is among
the plaintiffs in the suit, which seeks a halt to the
.adoptions of all Babylift children, appointment of
specml guardians, and an extensive search by adoption




";Bal‘l;’rle 'For Re’rurn of Son
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D&S MOINES Iowa —(AP)— A Viet- -

namese . -mother  who left her seven

children in an orphanage while the Com-

- miunists advanced on Saigon says, “I am

so‘happy I -don’t know what word you can

use” ‘over a court decision returning one
child ta her.

Falls, fled Vietnam and entered the Unit-

-ed States as a refugee on Aug. 5, 1975.

She said she never gave the orphanage
permission to have her children adopted.

'When they arrived in the United States, ,

she traced them through the Denver of-

$ina af tha asnbhanawa

a iy =
The Voice of the Rocky M'ount{
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Denver Post
0/18 )76

LEAVING ADOPTIVE PARENTS

Mother Reclaiming
Vietnamese Son, 4

FOREST CITY, Iowa — (AP) — Doan
Van Binh, 4-year-old centerpiece of < _
-emotional legal battle, is going home with
his ¥ietnamese mother, 18 months after
the John Nelson family thought they had

adantad him

10 T!
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