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VIETNAMESE CHILD Karl 4 whose adoption has been placed in"
question by a federal court action in San Francisco, plays at All’

her.

COURT DECISION’S EFFEcrw»«mew i

Saints Nursery School with Dlane Bartlett, who Is trying to adopt

—News-Press photof

(ol &

Musl KCll’I go through
another  crisis perlod2

By Jenny Perry
* ‘News-Press Staff Writer

Four-year-old Kari Barnett is a blossoming
pupil at All Saints Nursery School.

She is also one of 1,850 children from South -
Vietnam directly affected by a U.S. District
Court decision In San Francisco.Tyesday calling

for individual review. of circumstances sur-- ' Presidio by Mrs, Barnett on April 7 and transt-
G l‘OLmdllxg availatility for adapnon

Mr. and” Mr€ *Levwis (Buddy)” Barmett, 151,

“Torg:Lidsyen NT. et parents for one-fourth of *

et ity strongly believe that Kari-has had .
more than her share-of survival uncertainty.

4 qourt case dragging on for fgur or five
years is the last thing Kari needs,"” said Diane
Barnest today. “‘And the others, too, are here’
now. What kind of readjustment problems are
ahead for any of them that do turn out to have’
yearning mothers or extended families waiting
for them in Vietnam?

“Our Kari survived the C-5A crash that
killed 200 adulty and children fleeing Saigon in

Apri] last year,” she said. '‘She saw the people .

who had been taking care of her for two years
disintegrate before her eyes.”

MRS. BARNETT said Karl has also sur-
vived:
—Abundonment atbirth,

—Eighteen months at the largest orphanage -
" in South Vietnam,

—Being turned over to a malnutrition ¢enter
for treatment.
—Medical oplmon lhal she could not be cer-

Ah..ul b

»\uAIJ:ﬂ*P

tified for adoption because she was autistic.
~—Physical and psychologlcal therapy that
proved she was not, by Friends for All Children
adoptlve agency \Vllh headquarters in Boulder
Colo. -
--Cerufncanon for adoptxon JastJ anuary
.—The crash and another plane trip.
‘—Being picked up at the:Sam Fr&hﬁi!fd

o

tloniritd 4 Targe and lovlng family that lncludes

.....

¥

W’O mnérmumrmm mmth@m@ﬂhuﬁ. i

“NOW L ask you. should sheclmutwe tobea’
““pawn in ‘political power gameg- qne mlnute’?’ !

longer”‘ asked Mrs. Barnett. )

The legal uncertainty — which can also
prevent Kari and others from recelving certain
social services available only to those legally
residing in the U.S. — grew out of interviews
with three Vietnamese young people arriving
last April in San Francisco who said they had
relatives alive and well in Saigon, . -

A class action suit, Nguyen Da Yen et al _‘ v

versus Henry Kissinger, was filed in U.S. Dis-
trict Court charging that the young people had
been kidnaped and askmg that all be retumed i

THE HEARING before Judge Spencer Wll

It resulted in a decision to set up a panel of
three experts representing the plaintiffs, who

, are being advised by the well known radical at- .-

torney, Wllllam Kunstler the defendants, and a

. !;\ [‘.\

~llams In tha federal building Tuesday has a
bearing on whether class actlon Is appropriate.
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" argued over like a used tank or somethlng

offec'rs cose

" Mrs, Barnett is ﬂrmly convmced that many‘

of the 1,850 children were “signed away" by -

mothers who feared their multiracial chldren
would suffer greatly by remaining, . = : -

. And in Kari’s case, at least, there is no ques- :

non of “‘complete cultural uprooting’” some find
objectionable about the mass adoptlon alrlift,

THE BARNETI‘S are legally the toster "
'parents now. of another Vietnamese youngster :
‘who made it out on his own — 15-year-old Chi, ..
who is on the Carpinteria High School basket- -
ball team, goes to adult educatlon language .’

classes with other Vietnamese at night, and is
planning to become a citizen,

How did a 15- -year-old Vietnamese bay make
it to the United States on his own? ‘‘Now that's

another story entirely, but it is the whole _

point,” said Mrs. Barnett. ““Each one of these

-kids has a separate story, and each one de-

serves to be treated like a human belng. not
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Vhether  yiarst
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* : Contlnued from Page A- l
l
’group of lntervenorq made up of the seven
.Heensing agencies and CRAFT. s
!{ The Barnetts are members of CRAFT -
_ *{Council for the Rights of Adopted Familles
v ' frogether), which s the organization of families - |
, adopting children airlifted to the United States said M’ s Barnett
. ' during the fall of Saigon.-: "~ ;
ployes '
rough-: '\ THE OPlNION of a single expert may set ln
ta *motion tracing procedures opening confidential .
10- 'ﬂles of the adoptive agencies, which include
efor | sometimes occupations. of the fathers, and of
‘Tto! ,the U.S. Immigration and Naturallzation Ser-
5 ‘ | vice; said Mrs. Barnett.
was; ' “Still to be decided is whether the proce-
* leag - ‘dures will simply involve widespread announce-
icial g . ment that families of airlifted chil.dren may be
ford:. ‘bble to request their return or whether field
tions. ‘workers will be sent toind relatives of each
¢ad o) :Fhlld,"she said. -
g.don W /*' *';%".-}:. : w f&"', ':“‘.’."jb&‘“&’%*ﬁg““m‘a&w
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Plight of refugee child

King Solomon has been admired down
the ages for his wisdom in deciding which
woman had a valid claim to motherhood of
a baby, He ordered the infant cut in half,
and each claimant to receive her share.
When one woman wept and offered to
relinquish her claim in order to spare the
child’s life, she was adjudged to be the true
mother, and given the unharmed baby.

Today the federal court in San Francis-
co is pondering a case affecting some 1,850
refugee children from South Vietnam. It
has some similarities to the Solomon clas-
sic, though more complicated by legal
procedures and political, ideological and
international relations issues.

One of the 1,850 young people is a 4-
year-old girl, Kari Barnett, a happy and
healthy pupil at All Saints Nursery, and the
foster daughter for the past year of Mr.
and Mrs. Lewis Barnett of Toro Canyon
Road. The early years of this mixed-race
child reflect the harsh cruelti€’s of life in a
war-torn land.

She was abandoned at birth, kept 18
months in a large orphanage, turned over
to a malnutrition center for treatment, and
then found to be autistic, and unsuited for
adoption. The Friends of All Children adop-
tive agency of Boulder, Colo., provided
therapy that proved shé was not autistic.
She was certified for adoption, and placed
on the C-5A plane that was to take children
and adults out of Saigon to safety last
April. The plane crashed, killing 200; but
Kari survived and was put on another

Keepine

from its ov

ernment’
1977

rices

plane for San Francisco. There she was put
in the care of the Barnetts.

Last April a group of Vietnamese young
people who claim to have relatives in
Saigon and wish to return there, joined in a
class action suit brought by a group that
charges many refugee children were kid-
naped by the American rescue workers,
and demand to be returned. Their attor-
ney, William Kunstler, obtained a hearing
in the federal district court. The court has
ordered a panel of plaintiffs, defendants,
and intervenors from seven adoptive agen-
cies, to undertake individual reviews of all
the circumstances surrounding the avail-
ability for adoption .of all the refugee
children taken into American homes in
response to the humanitarian appeal of the
U.S. government.

Kari and many of her fellow orphans or
abandoned children (many multiracial
children were *‘signed away'’ by mothers
who feared for their safety in Vietnam) al-
ready have suffered such terror, uncer-
tainty and deprivation that a lorig legal bat-
tle over their future, or their possible re-
turn to Vietnam, could be harmful, psy-
chologically, emotionally and physically.

The Barnetts are members of CRAFT,
an organization of families that adopted
children after the fall of Saigon. They seek
to assure that these children are treated
sensitively and wisely, as human beings,
“not argued over like a used tank or some-
thing."” ,

_They wilt find a great hody of American
opinion that supports their purpose.
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Ed:fonal
- Medicine 1n a 'V acuum ?

Last April, 1,600 Vietnamese chlldren
were flown to San Francisco in “‘operation
Babylift.”” Many of the children had

'senous med"il’ problems and Bay Area
- hospltals and health-service agencies were

placed under unusual stress in coping with
the serious situation. Many of the children
had mothers and fathers or aunts and
uncles back in Vietnam who could have
cared for their own children. Indeed, it
was a “pediatric disaster.”

Last November, some eight months
after the panic-filled last days before the
victory of the Provisional Revolutionary
Government,.the U. S. Court of Appeals in
San Francisco ordered a judicial review of
the records of each Vietnamese “‘orphan.
The decision was in response to a suit
brought by the Ad Hoc Committee to
Protect the Rights of Vietnamese
Children, which contended that many of

the children brougﬁt to the U.S. actually

had relatives in Vietnam to whom they

should be returned.
“The decision not only paved the |

way for the possible return of many of the
orphans but it alsa provides an im-

Mortant  footnote to the Oct. 2, 1975 article

in the New ‘England Journal of Medicine,

“Planmng for a Pediatric ‘Disaster: Ex-

perience with 1,600 Vietnamese Or-
phans.” by S. Alex Stalcup (Chief
Resident in Pediatrics at
Hospital), et al.

The entire operation, as documented in

the Stilf_t_x_;_)_fg,trtz,tcle. relied heavily on the -
voluntary _efforts _of numerous. UCSF

faculty students, and workers — many of
whom gave their time and energy in goo_d
faith to an ostensibly “humanitarian”

relief effort based on the ‘impression that

these were indeed orph)a)g‘s&
being aided by their work.

The article made no reference. however,
to the question whether in fact the e 1,600

children were in fact orpgags ' or to the 3
allegatnons that the entlre dgsaster ‘was

who were

in fact a last-minute product:on “of the -

U.S. war’ ’propaganda effort. The only
mention of the controversy surroundmg
the arrival of the ‘“orphans™ was' the "
following: ‘Thls operatnon _generated

oo B an el g

that many

Moffitt
. .with the-political machine, pushed for-

: Hrrdﬁ"”ﬁ“uﬂ

back in Vxetnam WOndered where their. ...

S

hostrhl from Certam elements of the
commuml‘y_ Plans must include strategies

- to deal with the possible hostile activity

_ from some _community groups and to
* control cunous. non -essential people,
_including the pr press e 22 <k

The primary. ‘Thostility generated by thg
operatron was not directed against the

“orphans™ or the voluntecrs who were
wo’rﬂffé with them, but against those in
Kls_sTﬁgé'rTET;l.) who were believed to be
using the *‘orphans’ for their own political
ends. The war was in its desperate final
days and the “Babylift” was emotional
fodder to rally public support for the U.S.
Government's_war_effort. Some medical
ﬁé‘ﬁ[‘)’l'e—may have been willing agents in this
deception, others simply never _qQuestioned
the motives mmptmns uuderlymg the
operafion.
~Several volunteers did discover evrdence
. _ma orphdns were b‘ut'wtem-
ﬁ?ﬁanly placcd n orphanages for safe-

""" helr lamllles ‘At this point, int, if

a fullscale_investigation had begun and
the placement p: placement process halted, full medical
assistance could have’ con(mued, no CF ild
who had been mistakenly labeled “or-

- phan” need have been dispensed to a new

home. Instead, he or she could have been
properly _repatriated. However, the
medical machine, in inexcusable harmony
ward. ' The-

“orphans” were funnelled

)

‘mplaced in__homes
while thelr parents

throug,h ‘the medncal'«nage operatnon and

“Successfully

chxld ren were .

B YTy

There is’ a.'lesso’p lo'be learned from thxs
experience aside from the valid points
made in the NEJM article about the need
for adequate planning for a “‘pediatric

- disaster.”” The lesson is that medical
L ek BB
- operations do not take place in a vacuum

— there are some very reaJ personal and

; polmcal consequences to what we do. Even

in the ® xmmmence of the disaster,” it is
. important to ask in whose interests we are'
actually working. = ° :
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victory of the Provisional Revolutionary
Government, the U.S. Court of Appeals in
San Francisco ordered a judicial review of
the records of each Vietnamese *‘orphan™.

The decision was in response to a suit
~ deception, others simply never questioned

brought by the Ad Hoc Committee to
Protect the Rights of Vietnamese
Children. which contended that many of
the children brought to the U.S. actually
had relatives in Vxetnam to whom they
should be returned.

The decision not only paved the

way for the possible return of many of the
“orphans’ but it +alsa provides an im-

portant footnote to the Oct. 2, 1975 article

in the New England Journal of Medicine,
“Planning for a Pediatric Disaster: Ex-

perience with 1,600 Vietnamese Or-

by S. Alex Stalcup (Chief
Pediatrics at Moffitt

phans."
Resident in
Hospital), et al.

The entire operation, as documented in
the Stalcup article, relied heavily on the
voluntary efforts of numerous UCSF
faculty, students, and workers — many of

whom gave their time and energy in good .

faith to an ostensibly ‘humanitarian”

relief effort based on the 1mpress1on that
who were

. these were indeed “orphans’’
being aided by their work.
The article made no reference. however,
to the question’ whether in fact the 1,600
children were in fact “orphans™, or to the
allegatnons that the entire “disaster’’ was

in fact a last-minute production of the
U.S. war propaganda effort. The only i

mention of the controversy surrounding
the arrival of the “‘orphans”
following: *This

that many

was ' the '
operation generated

l.‘;“nﬁﬂﬂﬂ'

e Carw R st -

cnds The war was in |ts dc:.peratc final
days and the “Babylift” was emotional
fodder to rally public support for the U.S.
Government's war effort. Some medical

people may have been willing agents in this

the motives or assumptions underlymg the
operation.

Several volunteers did discover evxdcnce
orphans were but “tem-
poranly placed in orphanages for safe-
keepmg by their families. At this point, if
a full-scale mvestxgatlon had begun and
the placement process halted, full medical®
assistance could have continued; no child

“

who had been mistakenly labeled “or-

phan’’ need have been dispensed to a new

home. Instead, he or she could have been
properly repatriated. However, the
medical machine. in inexcusable harmony
‘with the'political machine, pushed for-
ward. ' The ' “orphans™ were funnelled
throu;,h the medlcal triage operatxon and

“successfully’” placed in “homes
fhroughout the U.S., while their parents

back in Vietnam wondered where their. ...

chxldren were .

There is’ a,'lesson lgbc learned from thxs
experience aside from the valid points
made in the NEIM article about the need
for adequate planning for a ‘“pediatric
disaster.”” The lesson is that medical
operations do not take place in a vacuum
— there are some very real personal and
polmcal consequences to what we do. Even
in the® xmmmence of the disaster,” it is
important toask in whose mterests we are'
actually working.
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I1full disregard for the
. its paper's editorial

scveral years a small
of dedicated nursesy
ns. and“Vicinamese.
an. and Europcan lay
had struggled against

ifference of the Thicu"

and the U.S. Govern-
s they ran orphanages
out  Vietnam. Ap-
ately  100.000 -infants

all children. langmshed .

Jdhist erphanages or in
apes sponsored by seven
ational “adoption
s. The orphanages were

e bottom of the pngmy
both governments in
ood supplies.

uble water -and
ies. Consequently the
iy rate occasionally ran
/f‘égL o per yur in
;)haggg_c; As the war
cd to a close. the
n became even more
ite with as many as

nfants placed on each -

ing given rate meals of
ind frequently, con-
ied water. g
¢ is a long tradition

adoption in Vietnam.
es past the extended.

ook care of children
parents had died. and it

11y said that thére were "

hans in Vietnam. The
peression in Southeast
iarged that system: the
-d family was disrupted.
subgroups moved. at

vast distances. in
se to having their
nal -, homes bombed.

d and defoliated,
gh the family system
-orked well for many
the war disrupted it in
an @ gcncralion Ad-
.'ly asugma came 10 be
age '—  another ugly

of the war. These
'n were abandoned to
ages for care. as the
~r was subject to

.uninformed.

“at _ the

Vxelnamese ‘Black

Vietnamese — Caucasian.

“The inicrnational
.:dophon a'cnueg__hnd func-
- tioned 1 6lclnnm smce lhc

~seven

' late 'S0° s Il is true that in rural

areas and in some suburbs.
e b
mothers would frequently
BFTAg children to an orphanage
for safekecping. and. for food.
Allhoul,h the children stayed
orphanage. their
mothers visited them often.
These  children- were well-
known to the nurses and
Vietnamese men and women
who staffed the orphanages.
The goal of the staffs was to
keep lmm‘m) unit logc.lhcr at .
all_cost. No attempt was ever
made to plac.e these thldren as
orphans in adopllve homes. It

s depressing to realize that
only the most desparate cir-

cumstancés could drive a
mother to bring her child to an
orphanage. even temporarily.
for it was widely known that
the situation in the orphanages
was grim (at best). However.
despite the extended family
system. nnd despite the
“‘respite care” offered by the
orphinages. there were.. in
fact. true orphans — many of
mixed race, as mentioned.
They were an “'artifact™ of the
war. but real human children.
nonetheless. children with
every right to food. parenting.
_schooling. security. Many of

- these had been adopted over

- the
Euro

years into homes in

Australia_and * the~
the babies brought into
San Francisco were
predominantly of this group —
in fact

Vietnam.. G'g_f,t bnbery and

exploitation mushroomed in-

the last_days of the ¢ corrupt
U.S. supported government.
and it became progressively
more difficult and costly to
obtain exit papers.

It was in this context that the -

Babyhh began. Far from a

“Iast finute production of the ~

U war propaganda effort.”
the Babylift was the result of
the drive of an mcredxbly

determined group of desparate
~ orphanage workers who used .

every contact. every trick, evcry

‘@&Vice at hand. tomblackmanl" :

the” U.S. Government _into
flying out the orphans before
Saigon fell. God bless them to

“Tand
"7 U.S. Court of Appeals in San

 Revolutionary
had"  been

preadogled (all papcrs final)
~and were »auamng exit “ fronr *

“"The current dispult in the

Francisco was badly
misrepresented in the Synapse
~ editorial. Theé judge’s decision
was made ' solely on the
“adequacy’” of the records
accompanying the orphans.
not on whether the children
- were demonstrably orphans or
not. In the chaos of the last
days before Saigon fell whole

orphanages were = evacuated
with few accompanying
‘papers._ The records of over

Whlldl’fh were destroyed
in the crash of the Galaxy C-5A
which_also killed more than
200 children and orphanage
workers. Indeed it was clear
that some of the children in the
group were not orphans — the
orphuﬁge nurses did not know
them. ‘they did -not have or-
phinage necklace ID's. and
most strikingly, did not have
scabies. lice... furunculosis.
diarrhea or any of the other
diseases which commonly
marked the children_of the
orphanages. Many of these fat,
h?ﬂ'l'my_%abnes were cl.umed
upon arrual by a relauve or
hopég to follow soon. M_J___o_l
( this group of children were. in!
Yfact. “bribe babies’ --i:
children accepted on the flights |
Jin order to placate a hostile or
corrupt official. This small‘\
group in no way mvahd.ncs the ||
i

_Jother children. Thcy are also
unadoptablc in. the legal |
"{$ense since they are not cer- "
tifliable orphans. it i
Although  the Provisional

Government
(PRG) of Vietnam has asked
for the return of the orphans ‘
“its follow- -through on this issue -
hds been confusing. A group of
207 older Montagnaurd .
chxldrcn ptetitioned me for
,help in returning to Vietnam
following their expatriation to
‘Denmark as part of a technical
schoo! which arranged asylum
for them in April. 1975, In
~May. 1975. I met in_.Montreal.
on !heir". behalf with
. representatives of the PRG. |
was reassured. and believed.
that the children would be
welcomed back and ° that

provisions would promptly be
made for their return.
However. fully nine months s
¢ later. despite continued ap- '
peals from the Danish
gOVernmcnt and others

.= <, SR (B2 N L8 B Y

. Stalcup. et.al.’s Oct, 2. 1975

i "Babyhf( ‘took- place; no :
history of the Vlelnamese
orphanage situation. no

deliberately” over simplified” '} ]
There was no shortage of !?
frantic shouting little men.. |1
during the Babylift ' who " ;

gesticulated \uldly to call ou

attention . the’ ;"mora'
corruption.’ Governmep( :
propaganda.” “Ford-Kissinger
Conspiracy.” and similar’

garbage. Their argument ns \'
appealing in the hazy ahstract.f,?"?*
But if those little men had
taken time to inform them.

selves. their pat. alogethel
paranoid hysteria would have
colldpscd 2

“*Medicine in a Vacuum"" ll
dppears to me that the vacuum
referred to lies bctween lhe
editor’s ears.

S. Alex Stalcup. M.D.
Department of Pediatrics [
Columbia University = 1*
Medical Cenier .

Editor’s response: - Tt

Dr. ik

We are grateful to
Ave

Stalcup for giving us his ex-
panded view of what actually ©
took” place during * opcratlon K5

babylift.”" “However. t’be
January 22nd. S_ynapse
editorial. “"Medicine in- a
Vacuum”™ was directed at

article in the New England =
Journal of Medicine. “Plan-’
ning for a Pediatric Disaster:.
Experience with 1.600 Viet-
namese Orphans.” : Stalcup
ch.u'ges above that the edllorlal
was dellberately over',w i
simplified” ' but perhaps it . |§
would be better to review the {k
New England . Journal of .iif
Medicine article for therein lies i3
the culprit _ of over-
simplification. Nowhere in that
article was there an)m il
of the context in whlcﬁ“’t’he_

mention of the conflicts that -
didoccur within the_medical
personnel who gave of then‘
time.

The truth of what happened
during the “Babylift” is -a .
many colored picture. a
Stalcup's article pamted it in
black and white:

=rSpecifically the context in
which the “babylift” took I
place did include wndespread 5
allegations _that  the entire” |
operation was a last minute f‘ i
U.S. propaganda effort. This - :
is quite bcsndc the pomt of

T
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small c¢hildren languished -
uddhist orphanages or in
anages sponsored by seven
rnational adoption
icies. The orphanages were
the bottom of the priority
of both governments in
1s of food supplies.
nkable water and
icines.  Consequsntly the
tality. rate mcasno““tt_y rgn
ligh~as 80% per _per_year in__
e orp"bé'ynabcs As the war
.um a2 close. the
tion became even more
parate with as many - as
n infants placed on each
. being given rate meals of
and frequently, con-
inated water. :
‘here is a long tradition
inst_adoption in Vietnam.
times past the extended
ily took care of children
)se parents had dled and it
truly said -that there were "
urphans in Vietnam. The
,.“apgression In ‘Southeast
a charged that system: the
cnded family was disrupted.
iily subgroups moved. at
es ‘vast distances. in
ponse to having their
ditional - homes bombed.
rned ‘and defoliated.
hough the family system
i worked well for many
.rs. the war disrupted it in
5 than a generation. Ad-
ronally. a stigma came to be
ached to children of mixed

entage — another ugly
“ture of the war. “These

Ildren were abandone?l'—"o
‘hanages for care. as the
{Her ' was subject to
racization which may have
“pardized her. other chlldrcn
er 60% of the chddrcn -
sught through San Francxsco

R e

il

- system,

cumstances coula arive
mother to bring her child to an
orphanage. even temporarily:
for it was widely known that
the situation in the orphanages
was grim (at best). However.
despite the extended family
and despite
“respite care’” offered by the
orphanages. there were.. in

a

fact. true orphans — many of

mixed race. as mentioned.
They were an "artifact™ of the

~war, but real human children.

nonetheless. children = with
every right to food. parenting.

. diseases
~marked the children of the ¢

“the

.Hlld“dsl.
most strikingly. did not have
scabies. lice. furunculosis.
diarrhea or any of the other
which commonly

HLLA ALY 4kr Uy i

orphanages Many of these fat,
healthy babies were claimed
upon arrival by a relative or
friend of the family which
hoped to follow soon. Many o!=
{ this group of children were, m‘i
fact, ‘*‘bribe  babies”
children accepted on the flights {
in order to placate a hostile or |
corrupt official. This small |

schooling. security. Many of (group in no way |nvahdales the ,"
these had been adopted over Jother children. They are also
the years into. homes in -\ ‘“unadoptable” in. the legal
Europe. Australia and - the-'\seénse since they are not cer- '
U.S. the babies brought into tifiable orphans. i
San Francisco were Although the Provisional

predominantly of this group —
in fact 900 had been
preadopted (all papers final)

*and were -awaiting exit fromr *

Vietnam. Graft,
exploitation mushroomed
the last days of the corrupt
U.S. supported government.
and it became progressively
more difficult and costly to
obtain exit papers.

It was in this context that (he

bribery and

_ Babylift began. Far from a

“‘last minute production of the
U.S. war propaganda effort.”
the Babylift was the result of
the drive of an incredibly

determined group of desparate

"~ orphanage workers who used .

_every contact. every trick. every

_ device at hand. to "blackmail”

“the U.S. Government
flying out the orphans before

Saigon fell. God bless them to
the extent th’é’i"lﬁ’éy succeeded.

for in the interregnum period
_have -
dasirés of this

many “thousands. “m

i !‘ _1__u

in-

“on their

into

. demands

Revolutionary Government
(PRG) of Vietnam has asked
for the return of the orphans.
“it$ follow-through on this issue
hds been confusing. A group of
207 _older Montagnaurd .
children ptetitioned me for
help in returning to Vietnam
following their expatriation to
Denmark as part of a technical
+school which arranged asylum
for them in Apnl. 1975. In
May 1975. I met in_.Montreal .
behalf with
‘representatives ‘of the PRG. I
was reassured. and believed.
that the children would be
welcomed back and that
provisions would promptly be

made for their return.

However. fully nine months
 later. despite continued ap-
peals from the Danish
government and others
through the U.N. High

Commission on Rcfugees the
PRG c‘onunues to resist the
group for
repatriation: Consequently, |
~am forced to question the
sincerity of the PRG in their
for wholesale
repatriation of the U.S. and
European orphan group. Their
media-attracting demands do

. . not reconcile with their per-

formance.
The glib. hysterical rhctonc

ot the Svnanse cditorial is

- “'Babylift*"- took- place; mno ‘%
history of the Vietnamese §
orphanage situation. no §

Editor's response: - +3

We are pgrateful to Dr.
Stalcup for giving us his ex-
panded view of what actuvally
took " place during “operati
babylift.”” However.

January 22nd Synapse
editorial. “Medicine in a &
Vacuum™ was directed at . {

Stalcup. et.al.’'s Oct. 2. 1975
article in the New England
Journal of Medicine. *'Pla

ning for a Pediatric Disaster:
Expenence with 1.600 Viet-
namese " Orphans.” Slalcup I
charges above that the eduonal 5
was ‘‘deliberately over-
simplified” ' but perhaps it

would be better to review the -
New England . Journal of ..
Medicine article for therein lies

the culprit_ of over- &
simplification. Nowhere in that - §
article was there any mention '
of the context in which the &

mention of “the conflicts that = &
did+occur within the medical
personnel who gavc of theu‘ o
time. )

The truth oI what happened
during the “Babylift" is a
many colored picture. and.
Stalcup’s article pamled it in
black and white:

—Specifically. the conlextm ,
which the ‘‘babylift” took -"‘l—‘ :
place did include widespread &
allegations that , the entire™
operation was a last minute
U.S. propaganda effort. This -
is quite beside the .pomt of §
whether the *'babylift™ in fact .. §
originated as such. As Dr.
. Stalcup has informed. us in Ins
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" addition. the judges over-

5.1975. As the cdnonal smted

the court ordered a judicial _
review by court-appointed
experts of the records of each -
Victnamese. “orphan.”’ Jns’

turned an earlier ruling that -

. had * denied -_the children's

attorneys>access to the files.
The two experts who are now
reviewing the cases of all the .
children are Oakland attorney
Mas  Yonemura and Viet-
namese legal  scholar  and
attorney Dr. Ta Van Tai of the _
East Asian “Legal Studies -
. Department at Harvard Law
School. The decision to
examine the. files of all the
“children came as the result of
.Dr. Tai’s first report on the .
status of the children which
concluded that on the basis ok
the first group of 25 studied. 18
had been illegaly remioved from
_Vjemnm e !
—The penod of tnme be(- -
ween the fall of Thieu's regime
and the es.abhshmenl of the
-Provisional Revpluuonary

' Government was marked by a -

relatively peaceful transition.

Stalcup’s statement that.

the interregnum penod many

thousands may have died" is a

balk attempt to Jusufy the

whole babylift™ operation
~based on Zm“unfounded

supposition which in fact did

not occur. One of the U.S.:

forces had withdrawn, the hg i
Vietnamese rapidly got down ° & .. .o
to the business of relocating = =
and reuniting the millions of
people who had been forceably
dislocated by U.S. stfatcgnc
hamlets” and bombing at-
tacks. : - ren

Thus. farbeit from a-vacuum

“existing between our editorial °
_ears. Stalcup's letter vividly
demonstrates that the vacuum
lies within his original article.

s

tnncisco Police
ent’s Sex Detail. A
ficer interviewed in the

that the instance of

pse

T

the Board of Publications g €
:n Francisco, California 94143 risen sharply in recent
415) 685-2211 - cause the number of
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letter. it was the orpha;mge
organizations _that.. f}anmally
pushed for _ placement _and
sou en 10 circum mvem the
“attempts of medic nersonuel
1o provide ‘medical care for the
“orphans™ when they arrived
in the U.S. Nevertheless. the
-fact remains. whatever the -
“intentions of the originators of.
the “babylift”. the U.S.-
' government did attempt to
capitalize on the emotional .
elements of the opgration to :
bolster support for its waning
war cffort.
—The Svnupse LdllONal did
A ifiot.) contr&ry to " Stalcup’s
assertion. “‘misrepresent’ the
3-ludge U.S: Circuit Court of
Appeals decision of November
5. 1975. As the editorial stated.
the court ordered a judicial
review by court-appointed
experts of the records of each
Vietnamese ‘‘orphan.” In
addition. the judges over-’
turned an earlier ruling that
had denied _the children's
attorneys>access to the files.
The two experts who are now
reviewing the cases of all the
children are Oakland attorney
Mas  Yonemura and _Viet-
namese legal scholar  and
attorney Dr. Ta Van Tai of the _,,
East Asian “Legal Studies - °
Department at. Harvard Law
- School. The decision to
examine the. files of all the
_children came as the result of
.Dr. Tai's_first .report on the ..
“status of the children which
concluded that,on the basis of .~
the first gre group of 25 studied. 18
had been illegaly r__w_qved lrom
Vlemam R s
~ —The period of time bet- ‘
ween the fall of Thieu's regime =
and the establxshmem of the
“.Provisional Revplunonary
Government was marked by a -
relatively peaceful transition.-
Stalcups statement that “in_
the interregnum period many
" thousands ‘may have died" is a
balk attempt to justlfy ‘the

whole babylift" operation e

based on “ynfounded
supposmon wchh in fact did .
not occur. One of the U.S. ,3 ,
-forces had withdrawn, the
~ Vietnamese rapidly got down
. _to the business of relocating
and reuniting the millions of
peoplc who had been forceably
- dislocated by U.S. “strategic '
hamlets” and bombing at-
tacks. ;
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ans have quesuoned the
'y of Operation Babylift
ietnam, but they do not
hat each year thousands
ndoned children of pure
~ixed® race are brought
)m Korea—22 ycars aft-
t war. In one scene
e watches as an adop-
orker literally tears a
race child out of the
of its weeping bar-girl
r, telling her it is “for
son’s own good"” We

e the specter of wealthy *

ies using the “excess
n of the poor to replen-
~ir own dwindling baby
ts, rather than support-
»grams to help destitute
s keep their children.
ssive governments like
Korea allow these ar-
ients as a way to avoid
'wn social and economic
sibilities, while pressur-
e adoption agencies not"
eal the circumstances of
i's_origins and abandon-
lest it be embarrassing
m. How many uprooted
n can be as lucky as

Lee Heh and Holly to have
a Ruth Gruber in their lives,
as well as an adoptive mother
who is not threatened with
the reality of tben’ back-

:grou MW

At the close of tbe book |
Marjorie and her two girls are
watching Operation Babylift on
TV as the huge American cargo
plane crashes in flames taking
two hundred children to hormi-
ble deaths. While acknowledg-
ing that many of the children in-
volved in the other flights were
not orphans, the authors do
not question why no provisions

were set up to lry to relocate |
them with relatives rather than -

placing them immediately into |
adoptive homes. A court case
is now in process in California
on this very issue.

Still, on its own terms, “They
Came to Stay” tells a story
that is both moving and impor-
tant. It adds to the increasing |
recognition that all uprooted
children require a sense of con-
nection with their past, and
suffer if it is withheld. And

that is a real contribution. ll

'They Game.
To Stay

! By Marjorie Margolnes &

S . Ruth Gruber.

lllustrated 352 pp. New York:

Coward McCann & Geoghegan.
$8.95.

——————— "““”“-'—\.'
o . —
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By BETTY JEAN LIFTON |

"""Wheﬁ‘M"ér)one Margohes, an{
unmarried TV newscaster, de-
cided, at the age of 25, to
adopt *“an Asian child whom
nobody wanted,” she met a
variety of responses: her moth-
er told her to get married and
have her own; her boyfriend
accused-her of wanting a Bar-
bie doll; and adoption agencies
rejected her as a single woman,
However, with the encourage-
ment of her father, who backed
her “one hundred and fifty per-¢
cent,” Marjorie found a local
agency that would dé a home
study and an international
Christian agency (Holt Chil-

"|-dren’s Services) that not only

would consider a single parent,
but a Jewish one at that. .

Perhaps the best thing Marjo-
rie had going for her was an
extended family in her mother
and father, who could help
raise the two children she even-
tually was to bring over.

In the first part of the book
Marjorie, in collaboration with

tells how she went to Korea
in 1970 and found Lee Heh, .
a 6-year-old abandoned girl,
whom a clever lawyer helped
- Marjorie bring in:quickly on
a “student visa” to start the
first grade. Lee Heh, docile
and eager to please, seemed
as anxious to turn off  her
Korean past and become Amer-
ican as Marjorie was to get:
her quickly into school and
g0 on with a demanding career.
It wasn't untii 1974, when Mar-
jorie adopted a~sccond'c‘hild.
Holly, of mixed race from Viet-.
nam, that a “time bomb” went
off. Holly, also 6, was not eager
to please; a child of the streets,
She threw temper tantrums in
public places, kicked, screamed,
banged her head, much to the
embarrassment of her adoptive
.mother. Infested with worms,
suffering internal infections,
rotted :teeth and incessant
nightmares, Holly in no way
matched the cheery adoption

aoencv recnrd that accombpa-

veteran journalist Ruth Gruber, -,

integrate their present identity,

Holly, Mur;orce and Lee Heh.

nied her, and, like Lee HEh.
kept
locked within.

Americans still bring a lot ,

of illusions to adopt:on just

as they had brought them to ;
Asia. We see Marjorie as the
innocent American, coming as -

“unprepared to the complexity

of adoption as she was ‘to
the complexity of taking chil-.
dren, about whom she knows
little, from cultures about

FAv

the secret of her past

which she knows even less. '

It would have been easy for

the- two collaborators to have '
settled .

into a
heartwarming story that would

reassure all prospective adopt-
ers that to bring children over

from Asia may be tough in =
the beginning but, with a little = |

paticnce and a lot of love,
will have a Hollywood ending.
Instead the authors decide to
do something more serious and
valuable, 5
With.the )nlroductlon in the
last part of the book, of Ruth
Gruber's trip to Korea and Viet-
nam to' ferret out the true.
story of each child's back- :
ground, the book becomes -
something more than a surface '
adoption story. Now we be-'
come aware of real children .
who have left real ~brothers
and sisters back there and,
in Holly’s case, a real maother
who abused her.. The two girls. -
drop_their guard and suddenly

become alive as people. They .

are released from the torment-
ing secrets and from the shame
that has’' made them repress
their past. With Marjorie’s
reassurance they are able to

and we have a feeling they '
are going to have a better

i

The strength of the bodk.:
then, is in its honesty about .

difficult  human relationships.
It is open, ‘warm and chatty
on a subject that in this coun-
try can be closed tense lnd .

‘secretive.

-

¥

comfortable, =

chance to-cope with the future. =

~




adoption agencies not
eal the circumstances of
i's_crigins and abandon-
lest it be embarrassing
m. How many uprooted
'n can be as lucky as

tant. It adds to the increasing |
recognition that all uprooted
children require a sense of con-
nection with their past, and
suffer if it is withheld. And -
that is a real contribution. .1

er told her to get married and
have her own; her boyfriend
accused “her of wanting a Bar-
bie doll; and adoption agencies
rejected her as a single woman,
However, with the encourage-
ment of her father, who backed
her “one hundred and fifty per-s
cent,” Marjorie found a local
agency that would d6 a home
study and an international
Christian agency (Holt Chil-

-dren’s Services) that not only

would consider a single parent,
but a Jewish one at that. .

Perhaps the best thing Marjo-
rie had going for her was an
extended family in her mother
-and father, who could help
raise the two children she even-
tually was to bring over.

In the first part of the book
Marjorie, in collaboration with
veteran journalist Ruth Gruber,
tells how she went to Korea
in 1970 and found Lee Heh,
a 6-year-old abandoned girl,
whom 8 clever lawyer helped

- Marjorie bring in: quickly on

a_ “student visa” to start the
first grade. Lee Heh, docile
and eager to please, seemed
as anxious to turn off her
Korean past and become Amer-

ican as Marjorie was to get:

her quickly into schoo! and
go on with a demanding career.
It wasn't until 1974, when Mar-
jorie adopted a-~second  child,
Holly, of mixed race from Viet-,
nam, that a “time bomb™ went
off. Holly, also 6, was not eager
to please; a child of the streets,
She threw temper tantrums in
public places, kicked, screamed,
banged her head, much to the
embarrassment of her adoptive
.mother. Infested with worms,
suffering internal infections,
rotted ‘teeth and incessant
nightmares, Holly in no way
matched the cheery adoption
agency record that .accompa-

- e B e BT P8

Betty Jean Lifton is the au-
dhor of the recently published
“Twice ‘Born: Memoirs of an
Adapted Daughter.’

settled.

integrate their present identity,

as they had brought them to . .

Asia. We see Marjorie as the .=
innocent American, coming as’ e
‘unprepared to the complexity

of adoption as she was to
the complexity of taking chil-.
dren, about whom she knows
little, from cultures abou
which she knows even less.
It would have been easy for
the- two collaborators to have
into a comfortable i
heartwarming story that would
reassure all prospective adopt
ers that to bring children over
from Asia may be tough in
the beginning but, with a little |,
a lot of love, .

paticnce a%
will have a Hollywood ending. '+

Instead the authors decide to
do something more serious and .
valuable.

With.the introduction, in the -

. last part of the book, of Ruth

Gruber's trip to Korea and Viet-
nam to' ferret out the true
story of each child’s back- -
ground, the book becomes @
something more than a surface
adoption story. Now we be-
come aware of real children
who have left real .brothers
and sisters back there and,

in Holly’s case, a real mother | '©

who abused her.: The two girls. 2 .
drop_their guard and suddenly
become alive as people. They

are released from the torment-
ing secrets and from the shame
that has made them repress
their past. With Marjorie's
reassurance they are able to

and we have a feeling they
are going to have a better .
chance to cope with the future.

The strength of the book. -
then, is in its honesty about .
difficult | human relationships.
It is open, 'warm and chatty
on a subject that in this coun-
try can be closed, tense and «

'secretive.

But the authors, however,
stop short of confronting the
moral issues that underlie in-
ternational adoptions, Many
i Continued on Page 22
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companied children at the ‘

N ‘(’_gg“'s '37 camp were those whose fam-
22 : { ! (ilies had them evacuated first,
hoping to join them later. The

remaining few had been live-in
SLAYERY REPORTED,baby sitters for some of the
= families back in Vietnam. They
x were in no sense slave chil- .
- : - Attention by Welfare Workers
: W T Inlthe San Diegof area, where
Car : nearly 10,000 refugees  have
’ e P.end-letor?Stu..jy Finds settled, county welfare officials
Exploitation of Children |said they have been alert to re-
: Cadih sk SoGle G ‘| ports that some Vietnamese |
- LT oorn < seeaiifchildren  had - been ‘forced "to| | .
By EVERETT R. HOLLES ¢ work for.refugee families::The & %
et e e i T o 1 LY officials said further| ; H\ F{B- 8‘ .978

%
3 i
il

— e

DECEIVE

CAMP PENDLETON, -Calif.; that steps have been;t:ken to
/Jan. 31—A Marine Cc)rp'_'c,C Zlelg; 'proteot the children. =it
eral has reported that “slave General Graham defended his
/ children,” = hidden - weapons _report, entitled “Operation New | ¥
and unsanitary. habits existed ‘| Arrival; After'Actx,o’n"Report. ,
among the more than 50,000} as “wholly factual.” = x|
Southeast Asian refugees cared The report cited said. that}
for: here. last year before their| |there had been: not only con-
American resettlement. - .|| fusion but-also & l:ac_llg of - coa
A sharp dispute has- been||ordination among civiian. an
touchedargff ‘»b[; »tﬁ:l,as,e:g:? { military .officials assigned 1 to}.
which was _prepared  for the| | the refugee project and singled |,
commandant - of - the :*Marine || O4¢ the unmxgratlgrl %g;fgr -

R R
&%\;‘:{Q’?a e ,. Ly

Corps - by Brig., Gen. criticism}, - ¥.7 17 R
Graham, o ricé‘ntl; fégféﬂ‘ t‘h“l'or S gf’ignvgxg};;
as commander is training e. re ssaid,” the “immigra-y
base. o t.hxs trammg -] tion seprgici i.}sued 11'-94 ic%entxﬁ*y .

Details of “the re L) Cords—used  for - aliens -legally
to 'be ‘conﬁder\eﬁ;ipo%r?egﬂt_ admitted to the United States
closed “last week and> were|] —*° refugees still undergoing
quickly disputed by the Viet- security checks. 2
namese Alliance.: Association As a result, the report saic,
and other refugee groups. { many refugees left.thedcamp

Officials of the Federal im-|] Withoul authorization and were
migration and Naturalization not subpect to leg§l ‘actxiop_f‘or
Service, who were accused.in their absence. - A
the ”gﬁﬁ °1f negligently allow-|| ¢/, Denial by Official »7§" |
ing "Hizgsl -shens”. 1o 34 - Donald Day, who headed the
away, also challenged the find. im?nigration grocess’mg detail at|}| - :
NGS. . .o Ry Geeap Pendleton, - denied thatl

The angriest reaction was to|{| his agency had condoned. un-j
a statement that “slave chil-{j authorized absences. \
dren were discovered among He said that contrary to Gen-{
the refugee families,”” - either|{ eral Graham’s account, refugees; -
orphans of war or .children|| who had left the camp im-

5

separated from their parents in operly had been charged with
the confusion of the evacua- p; ilj{egal aliens but that the}
tions from Saigon last April. - |} charges had been dismissed by| -
Earlier Reports Uncomfirmed || tl;?_c:Jnited States Attorney’s|:
; ice:
While the refugee center was " The Marine Corps’ account of|-

in .operation from last April 29|| weapons in the camp was con-
{)o Oct. 31, there were repeated taingd in 2 section dealing with /
ut unconfirmed reports that Cambodian refugees. .

wealthier refugee families A search of the Cambodians
parentless children and their belongings just prior|’

TR NS RS, o thir transfer to Fort Chaf-
October was said

ni 3 A
__Nr--———' e fee, Ark., in .
fs. Christine Minh, wife of{  to have turned up 12 revolvers
a Vietnamese physician in San and 1,100 rounds of ammuni-
Diego and public relations di- tion.” '
rector of the Vietnamese Alli- Much of General Graham’s
ance Association, denounced|  report dealt with what it called | |
the findings as *‘grossly inac- low standards personal hygiene
curate.” among the refugees and the}r\
“Slave children are not & refusal to obey the camp s{;
part of the Vietnamese cul-|  sanitation and housekeeping|
ture,” she said. regulations, an accusation dis-| |

puted by Mrs. Minh. |

“Ninety percent of the unac-|.
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April 30, 1976

BEditor

Daily Camera .
1l1th & Pearl

Boulder, Colorado 80302

To the Tditor:

Your article on the front page of Monday, April 26th
(Babylift--Trip to Limbo) was unfortunately out of date with
respect to the litigation now pending in San Francisco federal
court concerning the Babylift children brougnt from Vietnam in
Spril; 1T995: :

First, and most important, in February of this year the
Federal District Judge denied the plaintiffs' motion for class
certification (which would have permitted plaintiffs' counsel to
reoresent all the Babylift children) for the reasons that the indi-
vidual situations and factual backgrounds of the children were so
diverse as to defeat the possibility of a class action. The District
Judge also ruled that plaintiffs' attorneys could not be named.
guardians ad litem for any of the other approximately 2,000 children
because of significant potential conflicts of interest among the
various children and the attorneys. Plaintiffs have appealed these
rulings to the Federal Appeals Court in California.

Second, while not cxplicitly ruling on the issue of whether
or not to permit tracing of alleged parcnts who remained in Vietnam,
the Court-did indicate that it would not order any active tracing
plan designed to ferret out parents still in Vietnam, because of
the possibility of retaliation,embarrassment, or other negative
effects on those parents. Ratiher, the Court indicated that at most
(if, for example, the class action ruling were reversed on appeal)
the Court would permit. a tracing plan which gave Vietnamese parents
the opportunity to come forward and make contact with an appropriate
international agency.

Such an international agency has been working in Vietnam
for several montas attempting to set up its own tracing plan, in
cooperation with the United States government. Ilowever, it is our
best information that the Provisional Revolutionary Government (PRG)
has done nothing to cooperate with these cfforts, and it is highly
doubtful that such efforts will be successful.
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Two other points raised in the article also require atten-
tion. First, the actions of the United States Immigration and
Naturalization Scrvice in determining the status of the Babylift
children have nothing -to do with the children's adoptability in the
various state courts. In fact, many more than the nine children re-
ferred to in your article have been adopted. Obviously, should
the Court or Immigration Service at some point determine that some
of the children are not legally in this country, those adoptions
would not preclude the IWS frowm taking appropriate action with
respect to the children. Illowever, the fact remains that adoptions
and immigration issues are not coextensive.

Finally, it must be pointed out that of the more than 2,000
children who were brought to this country in the waning days of the
war in Vietnam, the vast majority were children who had spent much
time in orvhanages as orphaned or apandoned children. Charges that
children were improperly taken from Vietnam by overzealous or un-
ethical agencies are totally without foundation. The agencies that
participated in the Babylift had a long history of service in Vietnan,
and in fact, they were forced to leave 1in Vietnam many children
whose adoptable status was unclear. The real tragedy of the litiga-
tion in San Francisco is that the lives of the Babylift children, who
have already suffered so much, have been further disrupted by this
lawsuit, and agencies and individuals who gave so much time and energ

to saving these children have been needlessly dragged through the
mud .

Sincerely,

b P Gl L

Sara-Jdane M. Cohen

:‘
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By ELIZABETH BECKER
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — A year ago, they posed radiantly for
photographers at airports around the country, sharing
with an anxious natioral audience their apparent adop-
tions of Vietnamese children rushed here in *‘Operation
Babylift" during the last days of the American with-
drawal from Southeast Asia.

Today, most of these people have withdrawn into
silence, afraid that they will lose their children. Of 2,043
Vietnamese and 30 Cambodian children brought here in
the airlift only nine have been officially adopted. Many of
the others may not be orphans at all, but rather are
stranded here in legal limbo, without legal parents and
with little hope of returning to their natural families in
Asia.

A federal court now facing this question has yet to rule

on the statas of these children. The U.S. State Department
has thus far failed to carry out an aggressive tracing

program to match the children with any living parents in
Vietnamn. The Americans who believed they were adop-
ting war orphans are thus caught in the role of loving
guardians who may lose a “‘son’’ or “‘daughter” at any
time.

“My families with ‘Babylift’ children won't talk to the
press anymore, they are afraid it might have a
boomerang effect and that someone will come along and
make a claim for their child,” explained Charles ®lds,
director of the Pierce-Warwick Adoption Agency here.

“They don’t want to steal a child from a true family,”
Olds said, “‘but how do you decide if a claim is bona fide?
Time has gone by and, pliychologically, the child is part of
his new family.”

The U.S. Immigration and naturalization Service,
which accepted most of the Vietnamese children last April
under the emergency parole status granted all refugees,

must grant certification.of arphan status before the

(Continued On Page 6)
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(Continued From Page 1)
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0 1ar, children have been certified as orphans and

nine have been adopted, according to Verne Jervis, in-

formation officer for the immigration service.

But that was before an extraordinary law suit was filed
in San Francisco, demanding that the U.S. government
trace all the children’s parentage. That suit is still being
argued. Until it is settled, the remaining children, scat-
tered about the country with American families, will
remain in limbo.

That suit was brought on behalf of three Vietnamese
‘‘Babylift” children who told a volunteer nurse at the
Presidio last April that they had parents left behind in
Vietnam. The nurse, Mui McConnell, “‘got nowhere with
the officias,” in her attempt to discover how these
children were placed on the airlift, according to her at-
torney, and eventually filed the class action suit in their
names in San Francisco federal court.

The suit asks that the U.S. government allow an in-
vestigation of all the documents of these and similar
children, discover which ones may have living parents in

Vietnam and Cambodia, and then allow an international
organization to search hard for the parents, as has been
done following other wars, according to Nancy Stearns, an
attorney for the children. 3 i

That law suit, and the example of two Midwestern
families who have been confronted with refugee Viet-
namese women asking to have their “‘orphan’’ children
back, have left countless prospective adoptive parents in
a panic across the country.

Last week, during presidential campaign tour in
Nebraska, Sen. Frank Church of Idaho was confronted on
the streets of York, Neb., by a woman wha pleaded that he
do something ‘“‘so we can adopt our babjy.”

Jeannie Sears told Church, ‘It was one year ago today
that we went to Omaha airport to pick up our child, and
still nothing has happened because of the law suit.”

Mrs. Sears said she realized ‘‘some of the children were
taken away from Vietnamese parents,” but contended
that her baby had been orphaned from birth and was
rescued from a Mekong Delta nursery.

Last winter, Nebraska state senator Jean DeCamp was
faced with the dilemma that Mrs. Sears and others fear.
He and his wife heard that a woman refugee living in
South Carolina claimed to be the mother of their two
*“‘orphans.”

DeCamp, who had made two trips to Vietnam to help
with the babylift, at fight considered a court fight. But he
instead took Hung, 6, and Tam, 7, to see the woman. When
the children burst into tears at the sight of the woman,
who is now married to an American, DeCamp handed
over his charges.

Johnny and Bonnie Nelson, of Forest City, Iowa, faced
with a similar claim, are now fighting for custody of 4
year-old Doan Van Binh in court. Their case points up the
evidentiary dilemma caused by adoption agencies,
American officials and Vietnamese, when, acting in
panic, they placed children without papers on ‘‘Babylift"
flights because they believed that the war’s end would
result in a holocaust.
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. By Nadeane Walker
FROM DALLAS

OHN AND 8andra Shea thought the

worst was over. for the little Viet-

: namese boy they obtained as a re-

- sult of the “babylift” last year. He not

- enly had come through the last days of

the war, but he also survived the cargo-

plane crash that kifled scores of the

- nearly 2,000 children that the United
States alrlifted from Vietnam.

The youngster was 6 months old

when the Sheas brought him into their

home in the Dallas suburb of Irving.
They took him to thelr Episcopal
Cliurch a week latéer and had him
christened George Brian Texas Shea,
Some months ago the Sheas discovered
that they had reascn to worry that they
might be ordered to give up the young-
ster they had made & member of the
family,

The Bheas were amang the many

" THE NATIONAL OBSERVER

F Questioning Viet Baby Adoptions: Who’s Whose?

hundreds of families who learned that
the Vietnamese youngsters they had
brought into their homes while going

doesn't know where her daughters are. .

_ They are Huong, 13, and Hahn, 12. She

through adoption processes might not
be adoptable because they have par- .

ents who want them back.

1 Last - April a Federal clags-action
sult was filed In San Francisco- on

grounds that many of the babylift chil-

dren are unadoptable. As a result of
the sult, most adoptions have been de-
layed. Though it seems that most of

,the children—George Brian - Texas

Shea among them—will be dropped
from the suit as evidence of their
adoptability comes to light, the linger-
ing issue is- causing anxlety for

_several hundred parents across the
. country. They include not only those

who grow closer each day to the Viet-
namese children they've brought into

their homes, but also several Viet-

says she turned them over to what she
thought was a Baptist agency last April,
and she hasn't been able to find them

. Since, :

. Some Vietnamese parents who have
lurned up in this country looking for
missing children have successfully re-

~claimed their children without a court-

battle. Judge Spencer Williams, who is
hearing the babylift suit, recently or-

' dered that a letter in Vietnamese be

namese parents who now are reclaim- .

ing their children.

A Letter in Vietnamese
One of those parents is Nguyen Thi

- Phue, a 38-year-old refugee - mother

who wants her four children back.
After her husband and two of her chil-
dren were killed in the war, she says,
she was unable to care for-the family,

- 80 three years ago she-let an Alr Force
captain take custody of her two young '
sons and bring them to the United .
“States. The boys, now 10 and 5, have

I

been placed for adoption with an Air |
Force lieutenant:colonel and his wife *

in Virginia. .

Mrs. Nguyen, who works here and '

is being represented free by a Dallas
lawyer in her attempt to regain custody

of the hoys, has spent a week with her *
sons in Virginia, But she says she still |

o~

sent to all refugees in this country in-
forming them of the sult, Thomas
Miller, a lawyer for plaintiffs, sald Mrs.
Nguyen and others will be allowed to
sift through pictures collected in the
investigations in connection with the
guit to see if they can spot thelr chil-
ren, <y ;

Some may have been sent to other
countries. Friends of All Children, In
Boulder, Colo., says that 250 of the 575

" children it brought out of Vietnam were
“placed In the United. States, and the

‘rest went tc Europe. Miller says that

“we will at least try to get information
on tlie kids that went to other countries
from the agencles, so their parents will
know what happened to them.”

‘A Worry_,{_\bout Repﬂsalsv

A recent study concluded that nearly
300 of about 1,800 children taken from
Vietnami might not be eligible for adop-
tion. The Center for Constitutional -

.+ Rights, in New York, one of the parties

to.the suit, wants the children’s parents
in Vietnam traced immediately. De-
fendants (U.S, Government officials
responsible for the babylift) argue that
reprisals might beé taken by the Com-
munist government in Vietnam, and

that tracing of children’s Vietnamese |

cles whefe fraud is suspecled, the
court battle will go on, :

Miller says that most fraudulent pa-
pers (usually records prepared for chil-

" dren who later dled, then used for other

children) are being traced to agen-
cy, and that all the others have denied
taking in children offered by panic-
stricken parents in the last weeks of the

war simply to save their lives.

“The Government has suggested that
it [the suit] be wound up within six
months; we think it will take another
year at least,” Miller says. “‘There will
have to be a cutoff date so adoptions
can proceed, but that would not pre-
clude later claims by natural parents
who may come forward.”
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i8 being represented free %y a' Dallas
lawyer in her atiempt to regain custody
of the hoys, has spent a week with her '
sons in Virginia, But she says she still

A -~
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o ~

- the adoption proceedings. Such informa-

_ cations of any children.

0 the sult, warls the childfen's parents |

in Vietnam fraced immediately. De- -
fendants  (U.8. Government officials
responsible for the babylift) argue that
reprisals might bé taken by the Com-

munist government in V. :
that tracing of childre Vletnamese
. narents should be done only e par-

~ ents come forward.

Although the court ordered Im
migration and Naturalization Service in-
vestigation records opened to plaintiffs,
the Government opposes giving in-
ternational agencies information about

tion usually is confidential.

If an agreement on a tracing pro-
cedure is reached, Miller says, and
if a plaintiff’s suggestion that all
older children he interviewed is fol-
lowed, most nonorphan and unadopt-
able Vietnamese children and their par-
ﬁ could be quickly traced and re-

ted.

A Welcome Exclusion

The Sheas got their baby. from
Friends of All Children. In November.
they received a letter from the agency
suggesting that they might want to con-
sult a lawyer, because the agency was'
10 longer confident of the outcome of
the suilt. But the agency’s director,
Wendy Grant, maintains that Friends
of All Children never switched mentiﬂa-
WL A
children and our co-or

TS ft crash,’’ she Says.
“"We were abléto réplace most, but not
all papers.” For some children there is
only the agency’s affidavit of their
adoptability. - -

In January the Sheas were informed
that they and other parents who hold
valid releases signed by Vietnamese
parents before March 15, 1975, may soon
bé excluded from the lawsuit and al-
lowed to file adoption applications.

Lawyer Miller says that the chil-:
dren expected to be left out of the suit
are, ‘‘generally speaking, those with
parental releases signed before the
panic started.” But for those with
papers signed by orphanages or agen-
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Editor’s note: Another tragic
twist to the babylift fiasco has
been uncovered by a lawsuit
currently being considered in

federal court in San Francisco: |

at least eight Vietnamese refu-

gee families in the US are

looking for their children who
were brought to the US dur-
ing the much ballyhooed “Op-
eration Babylift” last spring.

The Ford
claimed at the time that the
babylift brought only orphans
to the US, but some of the
children, who were tempor-
arily housed at the Presidio
in SF last April, told volun-
teer interpreters that they had
been separated from living
Vietnamese parents by acci-
dent (see Guardian 4/19/75).

Aremd with that informa-*
tion, interpreter Moui McCon-

nell filed suit-last May in US
District Court in San Fran-

cisco, asking that the children

not be placed for adoption
with American families until
their “orphan” status could be

' confirmed or their Vxetnamese
‘families traced.

US District ]udge Spencer
Williams refused to stop the
children from being placed
with American families but
ordered an investigation of
the children’s legal status.

The investigation, which is
not yet complete, has so far
‘confirmed the worst fears of

Moui McConnell and others:

The fragic end fo

- Op

administration .

more than half of the baby-
lift children were brought out
under false or incomplete
adoption papers. Many of them
may have Vietnamese parents
who want them to come home.

The lawsuit has also revealed
that there are Vietnamese par-
ents looking for their children.
Most of them apparently
thought the children would be
delivered to their friends or
relatives in the US. Instead,
the children were placed with
American adoptive families

who now refuse to return the_m g

to their natural parents.
These eight cases are only
the tip-of the iceberg: nobody

knows how many other Viet- |
namese families, both in the |

US or in Viémam, have not
heard of the lawsuit and do

not know how to trace their

children.
The lawsuit, wluch has been

crawling through procedural

hearings for nine months, was
dealt a serious blow Feb. 13
when Judge Williams refused
to consider it a class action.
Attorneys Nancy Stearns, Tom
Miller and Morton Cohen will
now have to sift through all
the babylift files and name
each nonorphan individually.
But the lawsuit has illumi-
nated the panicky conditions
in Saigon which led parents
to put their children aboard
the babylift, and it has helped
in the reunification of one
Vietnamese family so far.

erahon
Babylift

GUBABIONN
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By Katy Butler

On April 4, 1975, a day after
the start of “Operation
Babylift,”  while  Saigon
swarmed with rumors of the
imminent takeover by-the Pro-
visional Revolutionary Govern-
ment, San Shie appeared at the
US Agency for International
Development office with her
adopted daughter, 17-month

| old San Nang Hien in her arms.

Overcome with panic, she
pleaded with Juanita Nofflet,

an AID employee she knew, .-

to get the young girl onto a

‘babylift plane and deliver her

toa fnend in New Jersey.

“I had no desire to give up
my child but was only think-
ing of her safety,” Shie later
swore in an affidavit she filed
in LA Superior Court during
an adoption battle to get her
child returned.

According to Shie, who had
worked as a concessionaire
in American hotels in Saigon,
she could not afford the ex- -
orbitant bribes required for an
exit visa in the final panic-
stricken days of the Saigon
regime. She hoped to send her
child to her friend Ester Cully
and reclaim her child if she
managed to escape Vietnam.

Nofflet agreed to help. She
took the child, had Shie sign
a handwritten release, and gave
her $330 which Shle later
tried to return.

A month later, Shie arrived
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y Hang, a nonorpi
attorney’ Lis Brodyaga, w

e will go‘back e

mtheUnitedStatesvmzdugee
“boat and contacted her friend
Ester Cully for the return '
of San Nang Hien. Cully told
her that she did not have the
baby, and the two discovered

that ‘Juanita Nofﬂat, the AID |
employee, had given the child |

~ instead to Rose Marie Dehner
L 47-yqag-old State departmmt
", ~employee who had earlier ap-
plied for a Vletnameu adop-
tive baby.

Dehner refused to return the
' child. Instead, she: took Hien
[ -4 toMeﬂcoClty thentoMon-

tana, .
Shie, who was livlng in Oon—
nect;eut ﬁg two‘adult chﬂ-

letter and phone' for Nang

mather in Vietnam. Brodyaga wants to help My Haggretm

Hien’sreturn. '
" *“Please believe that I :ham

~ arouse from your innocent in-
‘volvement in this entangle-
ment,” she wrote, *“My- hope
is that you will understand

'my sorrow too since I have

Hien since she was born.”

-+ Dehner ignored her a ,
‘Instead, in October 1975, she
filed a request to legally adopt
Nang Hien in LA Superior

-‘and did not mention the fact

States and wanted her returned.
_San Shie and her relatives

by |/ pooled their money hnd hired

an LA attorney to fight the

your - sorrow and grief ‘that -

loved and cared for Nang |

Court. The. adoption petition | paper
called the child “Hien Dai,”’

_her mother was in the United .

San Shze is one of the lucky ones:
she was able to trace her child’s whereabouts,
- . and she had the money to fight

s farhercustady in court. .

“sdoption, 1o J m«qdopuw roiy et i L UnitgdstatesandcallquCVN
| AM“SOOMWM ~ Some American families have | to trace Tuan, she was told |
San Shie was_awarded ratis he had been placed with the
mdwchild« that. their ¢ Pedersons and asked her to’
sign an adopﬁgn release. She

| has. refused , but her .

; ‘mm% o ol bqb lift) -
{ the baby

famihes have oontachg" '
Tom Miller of Berkeley's In- |

help in'tracing - children lost
on the babylift. Miller is one
“three-attorneys whcarq askin

Whmjuiﬁ&e wm.skmg\
for theirréturn, the charitable
agency h-ndlms the placumt

f "‘mmm: —
or ve
inthpirnewhmmfpnmmﬂl

graphs of children lost du
the fall of South Viatnm | +tion
offered “rewards for their re- “tob
turn. Some. of these children - |
.may have been s ~up | anadoy

during the babylift and may—ﬁ" intended tx :

now be living in American | But wheh she arrived in the

: “’Please. understand,” she
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~-of a problem?”

4 Success Story

A story in Sunday's Denver Post explored the
remarkable progress that young Vietnamese ref-
ugee children are making in schools in Colorado
and elsewhere. -

In mathematics the children know more than

their classmates, “work harder” and “apply

themselves more diligently,” to use some of the
phrases found in the survey.

‘But there's nothing magic about it, according to
the teachers. A Jefferson County teacher, Mrs.
Mary Ellen Schrecengost, probably summed it up
best: i ;

“They really apply themselves,” she said. .
*They work very hard. And a lot of it is due to
support from home. If they don't behave in

. school, they're in trouble at home—unlike some

of my American kids."
Well said. Where are all those people who 18

-months ago were saying that attempting to ab-

sorb refugees from Vietnam would be “too much

i Bl
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l.dltors note: Another trayc
twist 1o the babylift fiasco has
been uncovered by a lawsuit
currently being considered in
federal courtin Sun Francisco,
! gtfeast etght Vi tx' g ese 1ein
11.(.,., familiesin- the US-
L.w;.xm( for their dn.dn‘n who
were brought to the US dur-
i ing the much ballyhooed *“Op-
eration Babylift” last spring,
The Ford adrninistrationc
1 aimed at the time that the
babylift brought only orphans
to the US, but some of the
children, who were tempor-

aire

in SF last April, told volun-
teer interpreters that they had
been' separated from living)]

Pdent (sce Guardian 4/19/75).

“Aremd with that informa-
tion, interpreter Moui McCon-
nell filed suit last May in US
District Court in San Fran-
cisco, asking that the children

with American ‘families until
their “orphan” status could be
confirmed or their Vietnamese
families traced.

US District; Judge Spencer
Williams refused to stop the
children from being placed
with American families but
ordered an investigation of
| the children’s legal status.

The investigation, which is
not yet complete, has so far
confirmed the worst fears of
Moui McConnell” and others:

Vietnamese parents by acci- |

SWW'\

more than half of thc baby-
lift children were brought out
under false’ or mrumpletc
adoption papeis. Many of them
may have Vic lnwng;: parents
sho want them tocome hione.

The lawsuit hus also revealed
thal there are Vietnamese par-
enls looking for their children.
Most {of thewn apparently
thought the children would be
deliveied to lheir_fricuds or
relatives in the US. lnstead,
the children were placed with
American adoptive families
who now refuse to return them
to their natural parents. ;

These eight cases arel only
the tip of the iceberg: nobody
knows how many other Viet-
namese families, both in the
US or in.Vietnam, have not
heard of the lawsuit and do
not know how lo trace their
children.

The lawsuit, which has been
crawling through procedural
hearings for nine months, was

when Judge Williams refused
to consider it a class action.
Attorneys Nancy Stearns, Tom
Miller and Morton Cohen will

»n‘ut..%g placed for adophon{deau o' sérions blow Feb. 13

the babyhft files and name
each nonorphan individually.
But the lawsuit has illumi-

.%aled the paricky conditions
in Saigon which led parents |

to put their children aboard
the babylift, and it has helped
in the reunification ‘of one
Vietnamese family so far.
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.0 April 4, 1975,a ddy after’

Jthe start™of “Operation
Babyhift,” - “while " Saigon
SWRTITEC ramors of the
inuniaent tekeover oy the Pro-iil
visional Revolutionary, Covern-
tent, San Shie appearcd at the
US Agency for Intemational
Developruent office. with her .
adopted daughter,%17-month "
old San Nang Hien in her arms. | ¢

Overcoine with panic, she *
pleaded with Juanita Nofflet,
an AID empluyee she knew,
to get the young girl ‘onto a .
babylift plane and deliver her .
New Jersey. = *«!

“I had no desise to give up
ray child but was only think-
ing of her safety,” Shie later
swore in an affidavit she filed
in LA Superior Court during
an adoption battle to get her
child returned. ' F

“According to Shie, who had
worked as a concessionaire !
in American hotels in Saigon,:
she could not afford the ex-'
orbitant bribes required for an
exit visa in the final panic- .
stricken days of the Saigon
regime. She hoped to send her
child to her friend Ester Cully:
and reclaim her child if she
managed to escape Vietnam. -

Nofflet agreed to help. She

ook the child, had Shie sign |

a handwritten release, and gave |

her $330 which Shle )ater.._.; i

tued toreturn.- &% Tw. i
A month later Shle arrned
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: Qf'r(‘?’;.l! eight Victinon

N B g L e B G et -

Editor’s note: Another tragic
twist to the babylift fiasco has
beer uncovered by a Lawsuit
curiently being considered in
federe] court i San Franiciseo
A DS

LS —are

wees families

i e
}

] & * » - . e 2
looking for their children who

lweie brought to the US dur-
i ing the much ballyhooed “Op-

eration Babylift” lust spring.

The Ford  administration
claimed. at the time that the
babylift brought only orphans
to the US, but some of the
children, who were tempor-
arilv housed at the Presidio
in SF last April, told volun-
teer interpreters that they had

Vietnamese parents by acci-
dent (sce Guardian 4/19/75).

L “Areind with that informa-

| tion, interpieter Moui McCon-

nell filed suit last May in US
District Court in San Fran-
cisco, asking that the children

}not®Be placed for adoption

with American ‘families until
their “orphan’ status could be
confirmed or their Vietnamese
families traced.

US District Judge Spencer
Williams refused to stop the
children from being placed
with American families but
ordered an investigation of
the children’s legal status.

The investigation, which is
not yet complete, has so far
confirmed the worst fears of
Moui McConnell and others:

been separated from  living]

more than ha!f of the baby-
Lift children were brought out

& o
under false or
adoption papuis. Mol of them
may have Viglnwinese parents

¢ 3 A
A froawaat Hhen

VU COTG cBOTNE

- ]

he las sl hes aléo covealed
: :
that theie aie Victinsnese par-

ents looking for their children,
Most of thein apparently
thought the clitdren wonld be
deliveied to their friends os
relatives in the US. lustead
the children were placed wath
American adoptive Tumilies
who now refuse to return them
to their natural parents.

These eight cases are! only
the tip of the iceberg. nobudy
knows how muany other Viet-
namese families, both in the
US or in Vietnam, have not
heard of the lawsuit.and do
not know how lo trace their
children.

The lawsuit, which has been
crawling through procedural
hearings for nine maunths, was
dealt a serious blow Feb. 13
when Judge Williamms refused
to consider it a class action.
Attorneys Nancy Stearns, Tom
Miller and Morton Cohien will
now have to sift through all
the . babylift files and name
each nonorphan individually.

1ated the pariicky conditions

to put their children aboard
the babylift, and it hus helped
in the reunification "ol one
Vietnamese family so far.

i ,u:l!p]tt(' }

? But the lawsuit has illumi-’

in Saigon which led parents ]
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By Katy Butler

April 4, 1975, a day alter
- 3 5
he start ol “Operation
o s i e
SR filid ':,43‘;:;.»“
@ with g dnieas of the

r oy Hie Pro-

Y X

siotal Bovalutinary, Govern-
raent, Sau Shie appeared at the
'L;.&) ,r‘:v‘. iy

Development

for hitemational
oifice with her
er, ) 7-month
icsi 0 her arms.

<’\J';},}' w4 g
ord San Nang !

Overcisne with panie, she
pleaded with Jounita Nofflet,
an AID empluyee she kuew,
to get the young gir) onto a
babiyvlift plene aud deliver her
to a friend in New Jersey. -~ r

“l had no desise to give up
my child bul was only think-
ing of Ler safety,” Shie laler
swore i an affidavit she filed
in LA Superior Court during
an adoption battle to get her
child returned. : ;

According to Shie, who had’
worked as a concessionaire
in American hotels in Saigon, -
she' could not afford the ex-
orbitaut bribes required for an
exit visa in the final panic-
stricken days of the Saigon
regime. She hoped to send her
child to her friend Ester Cully
and reclaim her child if she
rmanaged to escape Vietnam.

Nofflet asgieed to help. She
tock the child, had Shie sign
a handwritten release, and gave

her $330 which Shie later __

triedto return. :
A month Jater, Shie arrived
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My Hang, a nonorphan, regularly asks her udoptwe mother

. attorney Lis Brodyaga, when she will go back to her real"

mother in Vieinam, Brodyaga wants fo help My Hang reiumn, [

" 'in the United States via refugee
“boat and contacted her friend .
Ester Cully for .the return
of San Nang Hien. Cully told
her that she did not have the
baby, and the two discovered
that Juanita Nofflet, the AID
employee, had given the child
instead to Rose Marie Dehner, .
a 47-yearold State department
employee who had earlier ap-
" plied for a.Victnamese adop-
tive baby.
" Dehner refused to return the
child. Instead, she' took Hien
to Mexico C:ty, then to Mon-
tana.
Shie, who was lwmg in Con-
, necticut with two adult chil-

~ " dren who had immigrated ear-

lier, pleaded with Dehner by
-+ letter and phone for Nang

_filécf
Nang Hien in LA Superior .

ern s return.:

X : o
case believe that I s‘mre !

yaur'|sorrow and grief that:
aroer from your innocent in-
vo! wmcnt in " this . entangle-
‘ment,” she wrote, "My hope
is ;that you will "understand
my sorrow too since I have
lmm'd and cared . for Nang

_Hies, smce she was born.” .+

| Di irler ignored her ‘appeals.
Instéad, in October 1975, she
1 request to legally adopt

Court. The adoption petition

_called the child “Hien Dai,”

" and did not mention the fact

_her mother was in the United

States and wanted her, returned.
San Shie and her, relatives:

;pooled their money and hired

an LA attorney to fight the

she was able to trace her child’s whereabouts &
= and she had the money to fwht; . 25
" for her custody in court.

. San Shze is one of the lucky ones: e 3 .'

.‘\r e Ay

}' ;»-‘i-\"

,'.';/'

adoption. In January, after
San Shie was awarded  the
return of her child. o
San Shie is but one of many
Vietnamese parents who are
seeking the return of children
who were scooped up on the
babylift - . :
. San Shie is one of the lucky
.ones: she was able to trace her. :
child’s whereabouts,” and she:
~had the rmoney to fight for"
her custody in court proceed-
‘ings. Many Vi#tnamese refu-
gee parents don’t even know"
where their children are, ... |

L So far, eight Vietnamese refu-*

gee families have contacted’
Tom Miller of Berkeley’s In-\'
ternational Children’s Fund for:

on the babylift. Miller.is one of
‘three-attorneys who are asking’
US District Judge Spencer, Wil- *
‘liams in SF to return ,non-

Vietnam or the United States,

. Nobody knows how. many”
.Vietnamese parents.:are’ try-“‘
Ving -to trace their; ichildren?

‘me. classified advertisements,’
running in a Saigon Tnews-.
paper which showed photo-’
graphs of children lost ‘during -
the fall of South Vietnam and"
offered rewards for their re--
‘turn, Some of these: children
.may. have been ‘s up* |
during the babylift and mayy

now* be hvmg in American |

_incurring 34500 in legal costs, «

help in tracing children lost”

corphans to their parents .in

on their own. Miller' showed; |

adoptive families.
" Some American families have
been cooperative when they
discover that their children
have living Vietnamese fami-
lies who want them back,
Nebraska State Senator John
DeCamp voluntarily returned
Hung, 6, and Tam, 7, to their
‘mother, Jan.',7,.-1976, after
they traccd her to- a refugee
camp. ¢ oy
- would be a liar if 1 de-
nied that I considered a court
‘fight,” DeCamp told the Asso-
ciated Press, “But after the
. children saw thefr real mother
there just didn’t scem to_be
*any point in it, They just started
crying when they saw. her. they,
were so happy.” Dt o,
- Other American famihes
have become attached to the
Vietnamese children, who they
thought were war orphans, and
refuse to give them up. David
‘and Barbara Pederson of Royal
.Oak, Michigan, are presently
trying to adopt . five-year-old
*Duong Quoc Tuan (now known
{'as Matthew Pederson), & ¢
Tuan's mother Ducng Bich
_Van, now a nursing student in
.. Wisconsin, says she worked
in Vietnam for the Friends of
the Children of Vietnam adop-
.tion agency and asked, them
.to babylift Tuan. " .
% She says'she :never slgned'
*.an adoption;release and never
-intended to give up her child.

A.llv

- D e

“ But when she arnvod in the |

United States and called FCVN
to trace Tuan, she was told
"he had been placed with the
Pedersons and. asked her to
sign an adoption release. She |
has refused to sign, but her
child has not been returned,”
- Jeanette Stump, a Vietnamese
woman married to a former GI |
in Long Beach, Calif,,” has
been battling since' last' May
(one month after the babylift) |
for the custody of her nephews,
who are nlne nnd 13 years,
o]d . 4

'I‘hc childrcn ‘\avcre put g
board-a babylift plane with
Jeanette’s. address’ written on’
|, their skin, thelr ¢lothes, and
on a tag around:their necks."
“Instead -the - children,: were
placed for adoption with a
family in Doylcstown Pennsyl-
vania o R

" When Jeanette wrote asking
-for their return, the charitable
“agency handling the placement
turned her down, . Lt 1
: . *They have now been phced
ffor adoption and,have been
in their new home forn month |
“and have made beginning at.-
tachments to a new American
‘mdther and father,” wrote
Mary Graves, admlnistrator
of Welcome House.
~ Jeanette Stump, who is one
of 21 relatives of the two boys
living in the, LA area,, asked”
.again_for the childrens JJe--
turnd st 2ol

“Please under<tand."- i she
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now been placed for adoption . .. and have made
' atlachmentstoa new American motl*er ar'd father
: t

| e SR A PR (e

wrote, “these x’ul Iren were

* sent to the United States for

their protection and education,

not to be given up to strangers.”

The children are stili living in
Pcnm,l inia.

With ¢very month that passes

: - sinee the babyiift, the agony

e tdof both \/Mmamcsc biological

4

e paren’s snd American adoptive
i1 parents increases.

g The! s:tuation faced by US
4" Distriét- Judge' Spencer Wil-

unf =7 - Willlams has ordered the
7 .. US Immigration and Natural-
et izaticn Service, which allowed

e - the children into the US as

liams ' is beginning to rival

whén hn offered to divide a
disputcd child in half. .

“adoptable orphans, to review
their fx‘ﬂ, and has appointed
g - two Asan legal experts, to

: Thess ¢
_ Amcri-:;r‘l
main ! in

_that facsd by Xing Solomon

ciieck tie files mde;xrndently ;
hildren, 'placed in-
adoptive homes, re-:
legal "limbo while -

|
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their new American parcnts
Zrow more and moré attached
to thém At every hcarmg
Willi: m'\s ’s courtroom is filled

with anxious American couples..
who fcar their new chxldren

will b&taken aw ay.

The cases have not yet re--
turned any nonorphans to their.

Victnamese parents, and the
investigation of tne children’s
files has confirmed the worst

suspicions of the  plaintiffs.’

Under fictitious names

- Dr. Ta Van Tai, an Asian
legal expert appointed by the:
- court to examine the children's
-eligibility, has told the court
that 124 of the first 200 files’ |
he examined did not contain
enough * documentation’ to-

prove that the children had

been légally released by thcxr.’

parents for adoption,
Cherie Clark, an adrmmstraA
tor for Friends of the Chil-

dren of Victnam, one of the

'seven adoption agencies which

‘supen.sed the babylift, told the
court in an affidavit that chil-
dren were brought out under
fictitious names and under legal
papers belonging to children
who had died.  »

- The court-ordered investiga-

‘tion has also uncovered some

- hints of government intesfer-

ence in the process, Two hun-
dred and twelve “orphans,”

~brought over to the United |

States by Betty Tisdale, a for-

mer secretary for NY. Senator .

7 Jacob Javxts, were originally

.

~.declared “ineligible for adop-
~ tion” by the Immlgratxon and '
; Naturalization service because . |

“their only adoption release
consisted of a single mass or-
.phanage release which listed
. them all as having the same

H

. last name. Following a phone.

“call from Washington, how-

-ever, INS investigator Glenn |-

‘Hulsey in SF changed their

+ INS over this."

,»adOpt'm status tc “eligible,”

according to INS's own records.

“shn Cooney, the Assistant
US Attorney representing INS, -

told the Guardian, “‘As far as

" I know there’hasn’t been any

political pressure brought on
- He explained

the ¢ nge as the resuit of

: ;-.mfmu:. between the district

office’s standards and those

from the central INS office in~

Washingron. |

While lawyers and the INS
argue over the children’s-legal

status, . hundreds of American
uc"opii\c families are anxiously
watching the outcome of the
lawsuit, worried that “‘their”
children may be among the

“'nonombians whose Viemamese
'I. parenis want them back, ',

‘An adult conversation’

~

.-
i

“adoptive parents, “But the par-

“ents don't think, from the in--

formation they have from the

‘adoption agencies, that that’s:

‘the case. It'sup to the plain-

“tiffs to prove otherwise. And

thex haven't.”

‘Feb

“If a child has really been
. kidnapped from the.arms of
“a mother or father, the chiid
“should be returned,”
Paul Matzger, the attorney
representmg local American .

argues’,
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itive mother,
¢ to her real'?: )}

rlang reumn, Tn‘s

0
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ot s‘l

e that I share *

and grief that:

»

sur innocent in-

this entangle-
‘ote. "My hope
vill unJcrstand,
o since I have
red . for Nang
msbom.’ At
‘ed her appeals.’ |/
.ober 1975, she
to legally adopt

1 LA Superior .

option petition"
d “Hien Dai,”
ention the fact
s in the United
ed lier returned.
d her, relativess
oney and hired
y to fight the

-.4':;2'?; San Shze is one of the lucky ones: e AR
she was able to trace her child’s whereabouts, o et
.+ .+ andshe had the money to fight . s v 0 :

SR forher cnstod Y m court. S }

adoption. In Janwmary, after
San Shie- was awarded the
return of her child.

San Shie is but one of many
Vietnamese parents who are
see kmg the return of children
who were scooped up on the
babylift -

child’s whereabouts, and she
“had the money. to fight for-
her custody in court proceed-
‘ings. Many Vi#tnamese refu-
gee parents don’t even know’
where their children are,

1" So far, eight Vietnamese. refu-*

gee families have contacted’
.Tom Miller of Berkeley’s In-\

‘| ternational Children’s Fund for
help in tracing children lost™

on the babylift. Miller is one of
‘three attorneys who are asking’

US District Judge Spencer Wil- !
‘liams in SF to return .non-

;orphans to their parents .in
Vietnam or the United States.

-.; Nobody knows how. _many

;’. .Vietnamese _parents.are try-"

ing to trace their. ichildren?
on their own. Miller showed
‘me . classified advertisements,
running in a Saigon news-_
paper which: showed photo-
“graphs of children lost ‘during:
the fall of South Vietnam and:
6ffered rewards for their re-;

| turn! Some of these: children : By

.may have been ‘scooped -up*

durlng the babylift and may»

now- be living in American:

Cincurring $4500 in legal costs, «f .

© San Shie is one of the lucky":
ones: she was.able to trace her. .

adoptive famn:es.

been cooperative when they
discover that their children
have living Vietnamese fami-
lies who want them back,
Nebraska State Senator John
DeCamp voluntarily returned
Hung, 6, and Tam, 7, to their
‘mother, Jan.' 7, 19’:‘6 after
they traced her. to~a refugee
camp ! !

*1 would be a ‘iar 1f I de-
nied that I considered a court
“fight,” DeCamp told the Asso-

ciated Press. “But after the
1. children saw their real mother

there just didn’t seem to_be
‘any point.in it. They just started

crying when they saw. her. they .

el pos,

were so happy.”
. Other Amcrlcan famihes
have become attached to the

Vietnamese children, who they

thought were war orphans, and
refuse to give them up, David
‘and Barbara Pederson of Royal

.Qak, Michigan, are presently

trying to adopt five-year-old
¢ Duong Quoc Tuan (now known
{ as Matthew Pederson),

© Tuan’s mother Duong Bich
_Van, now a nursing student in

. Wisconsin, says she worked

“in Vietnam for the Friends of
the Children of Vietnam adop-
.tion agency and asked, them
“to babylift- Tuan,".

. She says’she :never slgned'

"-an adoption;release and never
-intended to give up her child.

But when she arrived in the

Some American families have

United States and called FCVN ;.

to trace Tuan, she was told + "+ \
“he had been placed with the . /"
Pedersons and. asked her to =~ .}
sign an adoption release. She /" |

has refused to sign, but her' « § /'
child has not been returned,”. * .| :
- Jeanette Stump, a Vietnamese - = ¢
woman married to a former GI . 177 7
in Long Beach,  Calif.,,” has .’ ‘.
been battling sInce'last‘May ghr eyl
(one month after the babylift): «2¢ ™ 4"
for the custedy of her nephews, | -
who are ‘nine and 13 years,
old :
The children ‘\vere put fa. )i
board:a babylift plane with .:
Jeanette's. address’ written on'
.their skin, their'clothes, and 73
on a tag around. their necks. o
“Instead -the - children, were . ‘i
placed for adoption with a - .
family in Doylestown Pennsyl-'
vania‘»‘ it ¢ o)
“When Jeanette wrote asklng
-for their return, the charitable
‘agency handling the placement ..‘
turned her down; ' ¢t 1 &
7 "They have now been placed 3 b
_'Ior adoption and,have been ;...
in their new home for a monthu- A
“and have made beginning at-- ¢ '} f7
tachments to a new American .
'mdther and father,” wrote . {0
Mary Graves, administrator .¢= =
of Welcome House, 385
Jeanette Stump, wha is ons
of 21 relatives of the two boys
living in the, LA area;, asked
_again for thc chﬂdrens JFe--
turn, i v
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new American parcnts
grow more and moré attached
to thém., At every hearing,
Wiiliams’s courtroom is {iiled
with unxious American couples
who fear their new children

will ba taken away..

The cases have not yet re-

. turned any nonorphans to their.

Victnamese parents, and the
investigation of the children’s
files has confirmed the worst
suspicions ‘c?f the  plaintifis.

' Under fictitious names -

& Dr. Ta'Van Tai, an Asian‘
legal expert appomted by the
. court to examine the children's

.eligibility; has told the court

that 124 of the first 200 files’

he examined did not contain
enough * documentation to
prove that the children had

been légally released by their -

parcr.ts for adoption,
~ Cherie Clark, an administras
tor for Fri iends of the Chil-

e -
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dren of Vietnam, one of the

seven adoption agencies which
supervised the babylift, told the
court in an affidavit that chil-
aren were brought out under
fictitious names and under legal

papers belonging to children”

who had died. )

The court-ordered investiga-

tion has also uncovered same

hints of government interfer-

ence in the process, Two hun-
dred and twelve “orphans,”

“brought over to the United

States by Betty Tisdale, a for-

mer secretary for NY Senator .

"Jacob ]av;t;, were originally
.declared “ineligible for adop-

&

tion"” by the Immigration and |
 Naturalization service because . |

_their only adopnon release
".consisted of a singie mass or-
.phanage release which listed

_them all as having the same

last name. Following a phone

“call from Washington, how-
-ever, INS investigator Glenn |-

Hulsey in SF changed their

]

: l\S over this.”

e iv-tw »N{—.—«”ﬁ s nJ“ e,

‘adoption status ¢ c!. sibie,”
accorm" z to INS's own "ccords
ha Cou..ey, the Assistant
Lb Attorney representing INS,
told the Guardian, ‘‘As far as
I know there’hasn’t been any
politicai pressure brought on
- He cv)lauwd
the change as the rcsuii of
confusior: between the district
office’s standards and those

from the central INS office in-

Washington. :

While lawyers and the INS'

argue over the children’s-legal

status, hundreds of American

adoptive {amilies are anxiously

watching the outcome of the

lawsuit, worried that *‘their”

dmdren may be among the
"'ronorpians whose Viemamese
. parenis want them back, ', °

‘An adult conversation’

- kidnapped from the.arms of
“a mother or father, the chiid

“should be returned,” argues-
Paui Matzger, the attorney.
American ,

“representing local
“adoptive parents, “But the par-

‘ents don't think, from the in-

formation they have from the
‘adoption agencies, that that'’s
‘thc case. It'sup to the plain-

“tiffs to prove cherw;se And '

they haven't.’

“If a child has ree;lly 'bcen :

;'taught me,"”’

agencies aiso” object to any -
plan to contact parents in Viet-
nam to ask them whether they
reaily wanted to rclmquxsh

_thﬂu‘ children,

“We felt that doing that to
any person who gives up a
child may cause untoid pain,”
Kate Freelund, attormey for the
Friends for All Children adop-
tion agency, toid the Guard-
ian. Such contact, she said,’
might expose
rents to “political repercus-
sions” or ‘‘social ‘ostracism”’
under the PRG governumient.

Since judge Williams decided
‘Feb. 13 to deny class action

status to the lawsuit,

for the

xnu”"C\S ¥

Vietnamese nonorphans |

are facing the time-consuming ¢

“task of sifting - through INS;'
records for the names of the
As the lawsuit -
.drags on, the adoptive parents

nonorphans.

worry and organize. - -
“There’s one thing this has.’
says Rev, ,ohn

Vietmamese pa- :

tomeys ‘or the adoption

P

Baker, an Episcopalian min- &

war and adopted a nine-month .
old babylift child. “Children
are not' property. Childien

'ister who opposed the Vietnam R

really don't have any rights .”
in this country. It's an aduit

conversation, and the children

are the pawns in this.” L]
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fwo Needs

Medlcmes and the

in Vietnam
Medicine of Mercy

by Father Patrick O’Connor

PARIS (NC)—Two

from Saigon and elsewhere.
‘One in particular is the need
ior relief supplies, - food and
nedicines from abroad. The
:avages of war, cessation of
‘oreign “aid, demobilization of
1 large army, disruption of in-
justry "and -widespread  unem-
sloyment have resulted in ex-
‘ensive distress. It is more than
the resources of the present
jovernment can meet. -
- Catholic and other relief
agencies in several countries,
including the United States,
1ave - indicated a willingless to
1elp, irrespective of what gov-
srnment holds power. Already,
for several years, German Ca-

tholic charities has been activel
in building and equipping a~

children’s hospital in North
Vietnam, in collaboration with
the Hanoi government. i
? Negotiations between 1
. sentatives of the Vatican and
the Communist regime in South
Vietnam for shipment of relief
supplies broke dewn over ques-
tions of distribution.
# The shortage of medical and
other hospital supplies in the
South is acute now, accondmg
to reports. -
' Another urgent need: the re-
lease - of the men held \in “re-
sducation camps” for the past
esight .months or so. Until they
are freed and reunited with
their families, without oppres-
sive and humiliating conditions
imposed, a ‘heavy weight of
suffering continues to weigh on
innumerable -persons.

The continued detention of
these men, long after the end

of hostilities, is contrary to the"

1)48 Univ;,rsa] Declaration 3f

2 wrgent needs, among
hrklyhmeﬁcmdmvhﬁnmaﬁvmbymm

Vietnam.

nim,shndod

Human Rights of fle United
Nations and the 1949 Geneva
Convention on prisoners and
victims of war. It is contrary

.also to the principles embodied

in the Paris Agreement of Janu-
ary 27, 1973.

Events have made this agree- |

ment outdated in its military
and political provisions, but the
assurances it implied cannot be

dismissed as no .longer applic-

able.

According to Article 11 of
the Paris Agreement, “‘immedi-
ately after the cease-fire, the
two South Vietnamese parties
will achieve national reconcilia-
tion and concord, end hatred
and enmity, prohibit all acts of
reprisal and - discrimination
against individuals or organiza-
tions that have collaberated

- with one side or the other.”

The Paris Agreement was
signed by the United States, the
Saigon government of the time,
the North” Vietnamese govern-

ment and the Provisional Re-

volutionary government in that
order. The last two — with the

‘North Vietnam authorities in

the lead — now control South

cepted in signing the _Paris
document.

Article 11 also hsted the “de-
mocratic liberties” to be ensur-

ed: personal freedom, freedom
'of speech, ‘of the press, of meet-

ing, of belief, of movement,
and so on. These, too, have be-
come the undivided responsi-
bility of the government now
in power.

It falls to them to|
‘observe the principles they ac-
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o= Pre——iy ¥ a
er, Attorney ‘General Edward
Levi and a variety of other offi-’
cials involved dn the Babylift.
They have been joined in the de-
fense by the tgbpti,on agencies, !
the Holt Adoption “Ageney of/
Bugene, Ore., Friends of Al
Children of Denver, Colo., and
the Catholic Committee for Refu- '
gees, Inc., of Boulder, Colo.

The _plaintiffs are seekiny
to block all adoptions of Viet-
namese babies “until it is. as-
certained that their parents
or appropriate relatives consent
to their adoption or until it is
ascertained after diligent search
by a neutral international agen-
cy that their parents or relatives
are no longer alive or cannot be |
found.” -

As the case has developed!
over the past months, the Center |
for Constitutional Rights has |
presented a heftly body of
evidence to support the claim
that Operation Babylift might
have been, in some cases, Opera-
tion Babysnatch.

Lists of Ads

There are lists of classified
advertisements from newspapers,
‘tiny little notices with small
photos of babies, carrying mes-
sages like this one: .

“Seeking Nguyen Ngoc Chau.
b years old. Hair parted. Round
head. Last seen at the stone
bridge in Nha Trang, March 31,
@3975. If anyone has seen or is
taking care of him, would they

ease come to 99 Pham Ngu
a0, Go Vap, Gia Dinh. Reward.”

The plaintiffs have also at-
tacked the basic practice of what
is called transracial and cross-
eultural adoption. Included in the

idence in the trial are affida-
f'lygl from sociologists who con-
to
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tend that such a practice leads

roblems, particularly in a
child’s teenage years. i

Joyce Ladner, a sociology in-

structor at Hunter College in
New York, said in an affidavits
that some studies of transracial-
ly adopted children “leave one to |
conclude that a large percentage
of the children have' undergone

mild to severe emotional and
identity problems.”

The defendants make equally’
strong emotional and logical,
cases for allowing adoption. The |
babies will be loved by their
adoptive parents, all of whom
have been screened by social
agencies to insure that they will |
be good parents. They say that to |
uproot the babies again—so soon

‘after their traumatic uprooting a

year ago—would be psychologi-
cally devastating to the children|
and unfairly painful to their|
adoptive parents.

Today’s decision in San Fran- |
cisco is a critical one in the case,
which recently seemed to be|
heading toward a victory for the
adoption agencies. In a ' recent
ruling, the court held that the
plaintiffs could not have class-
action status — that is to say,
they could not represent all
1,800 children, but could repre-
sent only specific individuals. |

Today, the judge is expected !
to rule on whether his decision
on that motion is appealable; if
it is-mot, the sky begin to
clear for hundreds of families
who -are anxiously awaiting the
day when they will be able tof
have ' their a option

papers

stamped “Final .

If the judge says his decision
may be appealed, the result will
be more rounds of hearings,
more writs and affidavits and
exhibits, 'more guestion markz]
over the heads of 1,800 little
Oriental children who look like
Tuyet Ngas, but who now have
names like Georgie and Mary
Alice and live in neat split-level |
houses with Chevrolet station
wagons in the driveways.

Next: Vu Thi Khanh be-
comes Michelle Raggi of North |
Massapequa, L.I.
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Viet Orphens .
E { 7 » i
S By DONALD SINGLETON
Two trials reach critical points
today in adjacent 19th-floor
courtrooms in the Fed.eral, Oifice
Building in San Francisco 8 Civic
Center. One case, which directly
affects only a handful of pébplp,
will make page-one headlines in
newspapers all over the country.
= i { The dther: case, which affects
thousands of young children all
over America, will pass relatively
un’r;gglcgeét case, O'f‘cmﬁ:e'w:’ %::
i i Patricia arst.
gﬁmf fishealrclis:tle—l‘:n’:\cvn trial with a

t ti the short-
Umﬂ’. Qvgaﬁ?.m?}m?}\e\g.t'fflg".\’guyan n

!
Yen, Nguyen Da Vuong, Nguyén Da
Tuyen, ¢t al,, vs. Kissinger, et al.”

An even shorter name for the sec-
ond trial could be “The Babylift
Case,” since it involves the future of
the majority of the 2,700 children who
were airlifted out of Saigon in the last
days before the fall of South Vietnam,
those panic-filled days when the Army
of North Vietnam moved Iinexorahly
down toward Saigon, and no serious
person believed that South Vietnam's
Army could hold the northern army
off. %‘hose were the days when South
Vietnamese soldiers and civilians tram-
pled each other at airports in attempts
to board departing flights, and men
and women drowned as they tried to
swim out to departing ships, and hun-
dreds of babies were carried from or-
phanages in cardboard basinettes.
8 Flights from Saigon
 The end came one year ago next
. month. One year ago next. month,
" Operation Babylift started and ended.
In the .nain, it consisted of eight
flights from Saigo.i, the first leaving'
April 2 and the last April 26. Huge/.
jet planes filled with hundreds of chil-
dren, frightened, screaming, sick, una-
ware of what was happening to them.

D

planes took off, either. One huge Air
Force C-5 Galaxy loaded with 319 per-
sons crashed near Saigon’s Tan Son
Nhut Air Base, killing 180, most of
them infants and babies.

For the rest of the children in
Operation Babylift, it was far from an
easy escape. One Werld Airways 747
jet that made it into Los Angeles with
330 persons landed with one passenger
dead, three critically ill and scores
seriously ill with pneumonia, dysen-
tery, malnutrition, dehydration and a
variety of other diseases. By April 13,
three of the Babylift infants had died
on the West Coast, and hundreds were
in hospitals, battling for their lives.

Health problems were not the
only ills that plagued the Viet-
namese babics. They arrived in the
UnSted States amid incredible bu-
reaucratic snarvls. Birth certificates,
exit visus and adoption papers and
forms of all sorts had been burned,
lost, jumbled tugether. Sometimes,

T SRR

The terror didn't end wheu the *

O PN BE et e B s et o e e

. - i

B L LT AT TR R

»

#Spe -1‘;' >
LEERSG S e 2

e A AR SRS Y AR

A
(T A

W

ORI LR R AN T St

P S R R

R S

A

s

3

Cpes i, ad el

o o

& = ol B &
3 Tadsinn N

3%

E T TR

N

e

e,



AY, MARCH 19, 1976

et s i Rt g I

L.

" Anguished Vietnamese woman carried surviving babies from Saigon crash of
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Associated Press photo?

C-5 Galaxy, April 4, 1975. One hundred eighty died. At right: A U.S. volunieer.

children and forms didn’t match up.
In at least one case American social
workers unfamiliar with the Viet-
namese language matched up a
young girl named Nguyen Da Tuyen
with papers issued to a child named
Trinh Van Loc — roughly equivalent
to John Paul Smith.

Even as a combine of some of the
largest adoption agencies in America
was beginning to place ‘the children
with adoptive families, two of the
older Babylift children told a social
worker that fhey were not orphans

~at all, but had been accidentally
separated from their parents in Sai-

gon and placed against their will °

first in an orphanage, then on a
plane to San Francisco.

It didn’t take long for the opposi-
tion to Operation Babylift to make
itself heard. There were statements
in the press, angry letters to Wash-
ington. And then, late last April,
came the lawsuit, filed in the Ninth
Circuit Federal Court in San Fran-
cisco before Judge Spencer Wil-
hams. o

And, as the suit opened in a
series of long and complex legal
hearings, it brought forth a letter
from {Vashington, a letter that has
paced a cloud over the heads of
approximately 1,800 of the Babylift
childaren and their adoptive Ameri-
can families.

The letter was dated June 30,
1975, and it was sent by the U.S.
Immigration and Naturalization Serv-
ice of the U.S. Department of Justice

._L__ L R i AL LA LN 1 b1 gt

“ple: Do not clear adoptions of Viet-

' tions. have been resolved. The news

to the attorneys general of the 50
states.

The message was blunt and sim-
namese children until the legal ques-
fell like a thunderbolt on 1,800 fami-

lies in virtually every state of the
Union. The babies they had been

waiting for, the beautiful Oriental *

children they were nursing batk to
health and learning to love, might
not be theirs . after all. The little
dark-haired children in their new
cribs, in their newly painted and
decorated nurseries, might not grow
up as Kathleens and Andys and
Marys after all, but might become
Yens and Vuongs and Tuyens, back:
ip their native Vietnam. )

The lawsuit is a complex bit of
litigation, one that enters unplowed
legal turf.

On the one hand are the plain-
tiffs, represented by the three Viet-
namese children whose names head
the suit and a nurse who has been
declared their  temporary legal
guardian, Muoi MecConnell. Repre-
senting them, supplying the legal
know-how and talent, is the Center
for Constitutional Rights in New
York, an organization perhaps best
known for the fact that the radical
lawyer William Kunstler is its big
gun.

On the other hand are the de-
fendants, Secretary of State Kissing-

(Continued on page 70, col. 1)
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(Continued from page 4)
er, Attorney General Edward

cials involved in the Babylift.
They have been joined in the de-

the Holt Adoption Agency of
Eugene, Ore., Friends of -All
Children of Denver, Colo., and

gees, Inc., of Boulder, Colo.

The plaintiffs are seekingy
to block all adoptions of Viet-
namese babies “until it is as-
certained that their parents
or  appropriate relatives consent

ascertained after diligent search
by a neutral interanational agen-
cy that their parents or relatives
are no longer alive or cannot be
found.”

As the case has developed |
over the. past months, the Center
for Constitutional Rights has|
presented a heftly body of
evidence to support the claim
that Operation Babylift might
have been, in some cases, Opera-
tion Babysnatch.

Lists of Ads

There are lists of classified
advertisements from newspapers,
tiny little notices with small
photos of babies, carrying mes-
sages like this one:

“Seeking Nguyen Ngoc Chau.
5 years old. Hair parted. Round
head. Last seen at the stone
bridge in Nha Trang, March 31,
1975. If anyone has seen or is
taking care of him, would they
pléase ‘come to 99 Pham Ngu
ia Dinh. Reward.” ”
plaintiffs have also 1 at-
tacked the basic practice of what
is called transracial and cross-
cultural adoption. Included in the
evidence in the trial are affida-
vits from sociologists who con-

Levi and a variety of other offi-

fense by the adoption agencies,!

the Catholic Committee for Refu- '

to their adoption or until it is|
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i mild to severe emotional and
identity problems.”

The defendants make equally
strong emotional and logical
cases for allowing adoption. The
babies will be loved by their

have been screened by social
agencies to insure that they will
be good parents. They say that to
uproot the babies again—so soon
. after their traumatic uprooting a
Ivear ago—would be psychologi-
]cally devastating to the children

and unfairly painful to their-

{adoptive parents.
cisco is a eritical one in the case,

heading toward a victory for the
adoption agencies. In a recent
ruling, the court held that the
plaintiffs could not have class-
action status — that is to say,
they could not represent all
1,800 children, but could repre-
sent only specific individuals.

Today, the judge is expected
to rule on whether his decision
on that motion is appealable; if
it is-not, the sky will begin to
clear for hundreds of families
who are anxiously awaiting the
day when they will be able to-
have * their adoption papers
stamped “Final.”

If the judge says his decision
may be appealed, the result will
be more rounds of hearings,
more writs and affidavits and
exhibits, more question marks

tend that such a practice leads!
to problems, particularly in a|
child’s teenage years.

Joyvece Ladner, a sociology in-

. structor at Hunter College in

New York, said in an affidavits
that some studies of transracial- .
ly adopted children “leave one to
conclude that a large percentage
of the children have- undergone'

over the heads of 1,800 Ilittle
Oriental children who look like

| Tuyet Ngas, but who now have

names like Georgle and Mary
Alice and live in neat split-level
houses with - Chevrolet station
wagons in the driveways.

Next: Vu Thi Khanh be-
comes Michelle Raggi of North
nguapGQUa, /4
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—

oA praiars A A e T e

vt 3 a s

B Aol SR A I A il

1B Ny

e



v

and vouths flown here from 1




~~

}\Gv\*\ 1 g Ylww“-"{
walp et {2 arait C‘/? R
%V LYMI et st 1 2
.]—,

f (4) Thatthe father of saxd du]d is deceased E8
() That the writ of habeas corpus served ‘
- upon the defendants is sustained...
="'(6) That the defendants must. surrender the - 1
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=% an,emotional, day-fong bearing in Wmnebago,- ) )
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By GORDON HANSON
- FOREST CITY, Iowa—(AP)—After fighting in court
& to keep him, an American couple has been ordered to

~followed him from Saigon to the United States,
. The Americans, Johnny and Bonnie Nelson of Forest
City, wanted to adopt 4-year-old Doan (Ben) Van Vinh,

Ahn, didn’t prove she was the mother. And, they said,
" Ben’s mother abandoned him by giving him up to the
Denver-based Friends of Children of Vietnam orphanage
“'in the final days before the fall of Saigon. - -
‘-,«But Dist, Judge L. E. Plummer didn’t agree On
Thursday, he ordered the Nelsons to surrender Ben to
Mrs. Ahn, and hie praised Mrs. Ahn profusely in court
“Hers was a selfless act,” said Plummer.. .
. “Ben’s mother did not reject her responsxblhtles with
respect to Ben and to the other children, but rather ex-

she had no control, she was ready and willing:. . . to
make the ultimate maternal sacrifice of final separatnon
to insure the protection and safety of her children.”

Nelso said he and his wife would appeal the ruling,

A year ago, as Communist troops approac d Saigon
and the last Americans were leaving, Ben'was one of
nearly 2,000 orphans and other children placed on
. planes for the United States.’

Mrs. Ahn said she left seven chxldren Ben amcng
them, at the Saigon orphanage April 24, 19 5 and six of
them apparently got out of the country he' Sald she

A:Couple Loses Vlef Boy, 4

surrender an Operation Babylift boy to his mother, who

They claimed the Vietnamese woman, Doan Thi Hoan °

ercised the hlghest type of responsibility toward them.
. Trapped in dangerous circumstances over which .

e S A R ran UL
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hoped they would be bi'ought to the United States; but

- didn’t want them placed for adoption unless she failed

to get out of Vietnam too. The court said Ben’s fa(her is
dead.
;Mrs. Ahn did get out as a refugee sponsored hy the

- United Methodist Church at Great Falls, Mont: She
‘reached the United States last August after months in

refugee camps and lives in Great Falls now with four of

her children. She works at odd jobs, mostly housework.
She said she is still trying to locate the sixth:child .

who left Vxetnam who is reportedly living with a farmly ohs

- in France. -

*“Nelson, a 32-year-old pubhc relations dmector for Wal- :
dozf College, didn’t accept the ruling as final.

~“We'll do everything in our power to keep him "he

said. “God has brought him into our lives, and we'll ap-
peal to the Towa Supreme Court. If no other:options

‘become available, then we’ll know that God is telling us
‘Ben is supposed to go back to this lady.”

His lawyer, Ed Boyle, contended, *We' re not con-
vinced Mrs. Ahn is the biological mother of the boy.

" The boy didn’t recognize her at the trial March 4. She

looked at the boy, he looked at her and walked dway in-
dxfferently " SRR

“ Mrs. Ahn, for her part commented:” “I feel sad and
sorry for anythlng that happened in court. I.eel not
good idea to ses Nelson family . . . when theyﬁ&lva to-
say goodby to my boy."” :

The Nelsons have two children, 4 and 5. Ben arrived .
~ May 3, The adoptxon process is not complete, Nelson

sald
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Ford 'fis"bi‘s'kéd_
to intervene -
in court fic hf

~ DES MOINES (AP) — A Vxetnamese
mother says she las written to President
Ford and Secretary of State Henry Kissin-
ger, imploring them to intervene in her
court fight to win custody of her Opera-
tion Babylift son from a Forest Cxty cou-
ple wanting to adopt him.

“The President is a kind man. I"don’t

feel scared and that’s why I wrote to
him, Doan Thi Hoang Ahn, 33, said in a
" telephone interview from her Great Falls,
Mont., home early Thursday.

“I asked them to help return my baby

to me. I don’t know if this good idea, but
1 don't know what else to do.”

Mrs. Ahn and four of her seven child-
ren had readied their home for the arrival
this week of her 4-year-old son, Doan
(Ben) Van Vinh. But her plans were
. dashed, at least temporarily, Tuesday. .
© Mrs. Ahn had surrendered her seven
children to the Denver-based Friends of
Vietnam Children (FVC) orphanage in

* _Saigon a year ago. Communist toops were

approaching the city, the last Americans
were leaving and Mrs. Ahn said she want-
ed only to have children flown out.

. “Her’s was selfless act,” District Court
Judge L. E. Plummer said last week. He
said she was prepared to make the ulti-
mate maternal sacrifice for the safety of
her children and directed the American
couple, Johnny and Bonnie Nelson, to
surrender the boy in Forest City Thurs-
day.

- However the Nelsons appealed and on

Tuesday Iowa Supreme Court Justice M.’
. L. Mason ruled that the boy would re-

main with the Nelsons until April 13. An-
other hearing will be held then and two
justices are to determine who should have
custody during the several months it i3 ex-

. pected to take before the full court makes
- a final determination.

The Nelsons had contended at the initi-

al hearing in February that Mrs. Ahn had |
not proved she was Ben'’s natural mother -

and that she had surrendered her children

- to the orphanage for adoption. -

"Mrs. Ahn denies the allegation. She
said the FVC, which helped bring the
children to America “lost my baby.

“I left my baby to the FVC. 1 no left

" to the Nelsons. I found my baby in the

Nelson house. Mr. Nelson got to prove
how he got. my baby. Did he find him in

© movie theater" No. He found my baby in
" the FVC.

. “I want my baby back.”
Nelson, 32, is public relations dlrector
Waldorf College. The couple has two

_ children, ages 4 and 6, and took Ben mto :

their home last May.

Mrs. Nelson said Pen wis & frightened,

withdrawn child when he arrived. . .
Of the custody ﬁght, she says “the
heart of the matter is what is best for

‘. Ben. We're praying that the best decxsxon

- will be made April 13.” i

= Mrs. Ahn concluded: .“I don’t know

. how to spell in letter to president, but I

' think he forglve me. It take me long time

5 :o write. I look in dxcnonary very careful-
Y.
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~ Fight over child’s

FOREST CITY (AP) — “The heart of
the matter is Ben,” said Bonnie Nelson,
28, a licensed practical nurse in Forest
City. “We've been hoping his best inter-

ests will be met. We've been trying to _ ..
overcome our emotions and do what 15'

best for Ben.”
®

Ben is Doan Van Vinh, 3, and Bonnio ,;i

Nelson and her husband, Johnny, have
appealed to the Iowa Supreme Court to
keep custedy of the small refugee from
Southeast Asia, whom they hope to adopt.

But their legal efforts meant a setback
for a Vietnamese mother who expected to
be rcunited Thursday with Ben, whom
she claims as one of her sons. Operation

Bahylift tock him out of Vietnam when

the family was torn apart by the war
there.

“My family 8o happy to hear my baby
would be coming back,” Doan Thi Hoan
Ahn, 33, sald Tuesday at her home in

: Great Falls, Mont. “I just be very dlsap- R
. pointed to explain to my children the

ot

%

whole story again that he not coming.”
District Court Judge L.E. Plummer
ruled bere last week that the 3-year-old

~ - should be retumed by the American cou-

- ple.
But on Tuesday, following the Nelsons 5

appeal, Iowa Supreme Court Justice M.
L. Mason of Mason City ordered a tempo-

 rary stay, allowing Ben to remain with

o

them two more weeks. i

A hearing will be held April 13 when

Mason and another justice will decide
whether the Nelsons can retain custody
pending the Supreme Court ruling, wmch
could take several months.'

The Nelsons ‘contended at a headng
last month that Mrs. Ahn hasn't proved
she is the boy's natural mother. They also
said she had abandoned her seven chil-
dren by giving them to the Denver-based
Friends of Children of Vietnam orphan-

e

custody confinues

Srechitn

age in Saigon on April 24, 1975.

At the time, Communist troops were .
' approaching Saigon and, the last of the

Amencans were leaving. *

" Judge Plummer lauded Mrs Ahn s ac-
tion, saying: “Hers was a selfless act ..

. Trapped in dangerous circumstances over

- which she had no control, she was ready
. and willing ... to make the ultimate ma-

- ternal sacrifice of final separation to in-
i sure the protectlon and safety of her
i chndren Wiey 1

.__‘

. M. Ahn came to America last fall
Her husband is dead, and four of her
children live with her. She said one child
lives with a French family and ‘‘nobody
knows where my seventh baby 1s.” ./
. Festive preparations were made for

Ben g arrival, she said, *'Already my faml~ ke

ly Have a speﬂal room ready for Ben. '
“My children bring toys. My 7-year-old
boy drew a painting of what Montana is

e (o S
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like — the trees, the mountams, the sun
— and the ship on the way.’
She said her children believed Ben

. would arrive by ship.

“Ortental people be patient.and “axt i
she added.

. Nelson, 32, is public relations director

at Waldorf College here. The Nelsons
have two children, Bobby, 4, and Julie, 6.

Ben was a frightened, emaciated child
when he arrived at the Nelson home last
May 3, Mrs. Nelson said, adding:

“During the first two weeks, he was
afraid of noise. He would jump and
shake. Then he started playing with our
kids and reaching out to us,

“It was the beginning of his returning
the love we were giving him.”

Ben attends pre-school with Bobby.
“He plays all the games, sings all the
songs. He comes out of school, climbs in-
to the car and says, ‘I had a good day,
Mommy’,”







South Vietnamese masses. ﬁgmngatmdnchesandwork :

" provinces of South Vietnam ‘cers rigted after
. along the former Demilitarized ing of ‘their “husbands for
Tf_Mhavebemwgedwx@: months. Theriotwas

; mdmnkeepaﬁalnre;nonse-ﬁ

4

'non,ﬂxeeconou;yﬁnd
“reform.”

W 7 ly in the conservative country-
after Soutthtnam fell tothe SO THE conquerors re- side for fear d -stimulating -
: mmi 1etn: es [ m ) n

. =The Communists’ attempt inrice paddies.

" ‘quickly to communize the Life is tough for the masses. It

South’s economic and social is even tougher for those who
stmcturepmvedhooblgajob had any connection with -the
mdtheneformnmstpr former regime, or who are sus-

- ataslowerpace. =~ * pect for any reason. Thousands

upon
lUl"l'HEtwopartsofVlet- to “re-education” camps in the

_ pam are being made into one mnorthern highlands of the

Communist Vietnam, and for- South, and many of these are
mal establishment of a smgle never heard from again — al-
state probably is no more than though U.S:  intelligence re-
afewmonthsoff. - ports indicate there has been
- Sunday’s elections for a sin- noreal bloodbath. 3
gle assembly were a What has happened is that
preliminary step toward total those considered least likely to

“gram. ‘that
mmotgotoofastortooharsh

dumped, however. It was

Teadyachieved?ntl;el}orth. : edto the appes

. 'The elections to an assembly a ‘Vietnam had won
are a means of working its war, and in it could
Communist South Vietnamese generate popular/support at

into the North’s structtre, but home and a perception of le-{F
«ﬂythemoststalwartcanex— gitimacy abroad. But the many
pecttobeappomted “outside nations which quickly

posts.

'l‘hatlsbecausetheNorthis allowed to establish embassies
determined that it shall domi- in Saigon, which was renamed
‘nate the South as well as domi- Ho Chi Minh City. The embas- |}
nate a reunified Vietnam. . = sieshadto be inHanoi. - -

unification. The assembly -iS accept reform were used to |
. ‘expected to draw a new consti- ¢lear minefields left over from |
- tution for what may be' re- the war. Of course, many were
named the People’s Democrat- killed or maimed.

ic Republic of Vietnam. . Alarge group of wives of for-
Already the northernmost - mswmvwmamarmyoiﬁ-

quickly

run units wtneh eétabkshed s
, political admmism-»T
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Soviet dissidents

Hilma Skinner 6
on the ERA - &
By THOMAS KENT The exile sentence for Andrei
1 1 Tverdokhlebov, the secretary of
= : MOSCOW (AP) — A 35-year- the Soviet branch of Amnesty
Bageant meets Lightfoot old Russian human rightg ac- International, amounts to two)
tivist was sentenced Thursday to years because of time already
. _ . five years’ exile from Moscow, spent in jail. His sentence and
‘Presidents’ Men' in town another political rebel got 2and  the laborterm for Crimean Tartar
one half vears at hard labor and nationalist Mustafa Djemilev,
Nobel Peace Prize winner An- 32, were the second and third
20 dreiD. Sakharovand his wife got verdicts against Soviet dissi-
SpOI’tSShOFtS . retaliatory beatings by police. dents in two davs. -

1 dissident sources reportec’i. - On Wednesday in Lithuania,

Mother faces court
hattle to claim son

INam ‘babylift’ just that

- PRG builds system
of childcare centers

rep:

activists exiled, beate
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Soviet news
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Yelena said
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claimed they
bance when
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Jam babylift juét‘that

Viother faces court
nattle to claim son

By RASA GUSTAITIS

who had brought him, Vo said,
had given him to the agency,
expecting that he'd be cared for
until his mother could claim
him. But the agency, armed with
arelease paper Vo never signed,
had placed the youngster in a
home for adoption.

A LETTER AND A VISIT.
Through FCVN, a letter arrived
for Vo from “Boband Joan,” who
had had her child for 10 months.
Ittold Vo that her son was not Vo
Huy Tung now but Bruce Dono-

van, that he loved going fishing
with his “*daddy,” that his good
behavior ¥ still gives us great
Jast days of the war, Sheisoneof  pride,” that **he can count to
several who must face court ac- nine he knows all the basic col-
tion if she expects to be permit- ors.’
ted a reunion. “We think you should see

Like many other Vietnamese Bruce,” the couple wrote. “That
mothers with half-American  way we both could see his feel-
children, Vo feared for the lives  ings. If by chance he does not
of her three sons when the remember you, we think it
Saigon regime was collapsing
and sent them to the United
States for their safety. Through a
friend, she said, she met an

SAN FRANCISCO (PNS) —
lao Thi Vo searched for months
‘hrough burcaucratic mazes be-
‘ore she learned that her three-
cear-old son was in the care of
ne of the “orphan Babylift”

ipencies. But when she found

1im, she was told she could not
fiuve him: he might be better

off with his new American .

“parents.”’

Vo is one of more than a dozen
refugees in this country known
to be seeking return of children
shipped here in the panic of the

leave us. We can't help but feel
that he would think we had re-
jected him. Then, on the other

would do him great harm to"

PRG buiids system!
of childcare centers

-

By LINDA HIEBERT

SAIGON (PNS) — As the Vietnainese near the end of their
first year ot peace in decades, the story of the million- plus
homeless children unluut hed by the American babylift is

becoming clear.

The Provisional Revolutnonar_v Government (PRG), start- 2

ing with 138 orphanages left from wartime, is building a

nationwide system of childcare centers to provide homes

for all who need care.

Tran Thi My, in charge of four orphanages in Saigon, told
PNS that the PRG is askmg “neighborhood administrations
to locate, febd and clothe” children still on the streets until
enough childcare centers can be built, Thousands of chil-
dren are already in orphanages.

In addition, the PRG is pushing a program to help un-
employed people move out of Saigon to settle in “new
economic areas’” in the countryside. Many families, im-
poverished by the war, gave up their children because they

American named Dick who

agreed to take her oldest sons,

. Vo Huy Khanh, 7, and Vo Anh

{ Tuan, 5, if she signed a release

for them. She did.

A neighbor bound for the Un-
ited Stateagreed to take Vo Huy
Tung, then 2, as her own son,
under an assumed name. For
him Vo signed nothing, she said.

Vo herself managed to fly out
shortly thereafter. From Travis
Air Force Base she called Bill
Popp, a Flying Tiger pilot she'd
met in Saigon. He had offered to
help if she managed to get to this
country. Popp decided to spon-
sor Vo, her 20-year-old sister, a
cousin and the cousin's six-
vear-old boy. All came to live in
his home near Los Angeles,
found jobs and, logether, put a
down payment on a house. (In
Saigon, Popp said, Vo had been
head of household for.an ex-
tended family of 13.)

With Popp’s help, Vo sought

hand, if he did remember you,
we feel it would be wrong for us
to keep him from you even
though it would hurt greatly.”

Vo flew to Denver and was
taken to a room where five
strange adults faced her with her
child. After a few minutes in a
highly tense situation, the au-
thorities now in charge of the
boy decided he did not recog-
nize his mother.

“They don’t give him to me,”
Vo said in an interview. I ask,
give me a chance to see the boy.
A few minutes. To play with
him. They say, maybe the kid get
hurt. Isay, Idon't hurt the boy.”

She was not permitted to hold
him, she said. *They say, he has
good home now, good mother,
good father. 1 have good home,
good mother. Not father. That |
don't have,” Vo said. “They say,
birthmother mean nothing.”

“l ask, ‘When they tell the boy
that he has a mother? They

Aida't ancurar !

could .not longer feed them. The PRG hopes the new pro- !
gram will enable these familms to care for their children
again.

At the childcare centers now in operation. most of the
pre-PRG dircctors and staff are still at their jobs. But My 5
explains that they arc being trained to change their attitude 2
from one of simple care for the children to one of personal 3
responsibility, taking the role of second mothers. ?

~ Despite the new program, the effects of the war remain )
ever present. The ;,overnment short of funds, can supply 3
continued on page 3 l




Ll Y "A..,_, R A
,ar‘v,h s -" ‘,\j"in
A.-g. £yt .,nwﬂh o

---.

Jam babylift ju*sﬂh at

Mother faces court
battle to claim son

By RASA GUSTAITIS

SAN FRANCISCO (PNS) —
Hao Thi Vo searched for months
through burcaucratic mazes be-
tore she learned that her three-
year-old sen was in the care of
one of the “orphan Babylift”
age ‘ncies. But when she found
him, she was told she could not
tiuve him: he might be better
off with his new American
J'parents.”’

Vo is one of more than a dozen
refugees in this country known
to be seeking return of children
shipped here in the panic of the
last days of the war. She is one of
several who must face court ac-
tion if she expects to be permit-
ted a reunion.

Like many other Vietnamese
mothers with half-American
children, Vo feared for the lives
of her three sons when the
Saigon regime was collapsing
and sent them to the United
States for their safety. Through a
friend, she said, she met an
American named Dick who
agreed to take her oldest sons,
Vo Huy Khanh, 7, and Vo Anh
Tuan, 5, if she signed a reclease
for them. She did.

A neighbor bound for the Un-
ited Stateagreed to take Vo Huy
Tung, then 2, as her own son,
under an assumed name. For
him Vo signed nothing, she said.

Vo herself managed to fly out
shortly thereafter. I'rom Travis
Air Force Base she called Bill
Popp, a Flying Tiger pilot she’d
met in Saigon. He had offered to
help if she managed to get to this
country. Popp decided to spon-
sor Vo, her 20-year-old sister, a
cousin and the cousin's six-
vear-old boy. All came to live in
his home near Los Angeles,
found jobs and, logether, put a
down payment on a house. (In
Saigon, Popp said, Vo had been
head of household for an ex-
tended family of 13.)

With Popp s help Vo sought

-

who had brought him, Vo said,
had given him to the agency,
expecting that he'd be cared for
until his mother could claim
him. But the agency, armed with
arelease paper Vo never signed,
had placed the youngster in a
home for adoption,

A LETTER AND A VISIT.
Through FCVN, a letter arrived
for Vo from **Boband Joan,” who
had had her child for 10 months.
Ittold Vo that her son was not Vo
Huy Tung now but Bruce Dono-
van, that he loved going fishing
with his “daddy,” that his good
behavior " still gives us great
pride,” that “he can count to
nine he knows all the basic col-
ors.’

“We think you should see
Bruce,” the couple wrote. “*That
way we both could see his feel-
ings. If by chance he does not
remember you, we think it

would do him great harm to"

leave us. We can't help but feel
that he would think we had re-
jected him. Then, on the other

hand, if he ‘dnd remember you,
we feel it would be wrong for us
to keep him from you even
though it would hurt greatly.”

Vo flew to Denver and was
taken to a room where five
strange ad ults faced her with her
child. After a few minutes in a
highly tense situation, the au-
thorities now in charge of the
hoy decided he did not recog-
nize his mother.

“They don’t give him to me,”
Vo said in an interview. I ask,
give me a chance to see the boy.
A few minutes. To play with
him. They say, maybe the kid get
hurt. I'say, Idon't hurt the boy.”

She was not permitted to hold
him, she said. * They say, he has
good home now, good mother,
good father. 1 have good home,
good mother. Not father. That 1
don’t have,” Vo said. “They say,
birthmother mean nothing.”

“] ask, ‘When they tell the boy
that he has a mother?’ They

Aidn't ancwer "’

- PRG buiids system
of childcare centers

By LINDA HIEBERT

SAIGON (PNS) — As the Vietnaiese near the end of their
flrsl year of peace in decades, the story of the million- plus
homeless children unlum hed by the American babylift is
becoming elear. g

The Provisional Revolutnonary Government (PRG), start- -
ing with 138 orplanages left from wartime, is building a
nationwide system of childcare centers to provide homes
for all who need care. ;

Tran Thi My, in charge of four orphanages in Saigon, told

PNS that the PRG is asking ‘‘neighborhood administrations
to locate, feed and clothe” children still on the streets until
enough childcare centers can be built. Thousands of chil-
dren are already, in orphanages.
" In addition, the PRG is pushing a program to help un-
employed people move out of Saigon to settle in “new
economic areas” in the countryside. Many families, im-
poverished by the war, gave up their children because they
could .not longer feed them. The PRG hopes the new pro-
gram will enable these fdml]l(‘s to care for their children
again.

-At the childcare centers now in operauon. most of the
pre-PRG dircctors and staff are still at their jobs. But My
explains that they are being trained to change their attitude
from one of simple care for the children to one of personal
responsibility, taking the role of second mothers.

~ Despite the new program, the effects of the war remain 7]
ever present. The g governmcnt short of funds, can supply
continued on page 3 o
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continued from page 1

Vo left alone, with the advice
that she seek a lawyer if she
wanted to fight for her son.

AGENCY POLICY. FCVN of-
ficials refused to comment on
Vo's case. In explaining the
agency’s gencral policy, case
work supervisor Marcia Schoc-
ket quoted from a book she goes
by, in which the authors main-
“It's the psychological
parent. not the biological pa-
rent”” who is important to the
child.

“If there's no. recollection,”
she said, “‘there can't be a con-
tinuance of the same relation-
ship. There could only be a new
relationship. It was obvious after
15 minutes to halfan hourin two
cases thal the biological parent
was just another person in the
room to the child.”
~ Agency procedure requires,
she said, that when a biological
mother seeks a child's return, a
social worker be sent to “assess
her financial situation, living
situation.” This information is
given to the adoptive family who
may then opt to return the child.
If not, a court may have to settle
the issue. =

“We feel confident we're ob-
serving sound social work prac-
lice." Schocket said. Asked if the
authors of the book she goes by
considered cross-cullural adop-
tion, she said “‘not really,” but
indicated that was not a cur-
rently relevant factor.

ETHNIC IDENTITY. Among
those who think the issue of cul-
turc is highly relevant is Br.
Joseph John Westermeyer, a
psychiatrist whose cxpenen(u

' with Indian children reared in

white homes taught him to ex-

Morris Udall
to speak at
'CU Tuesday

mother faces court battle

pect great turmoil for them —
not in the early years, but laterin
adolescence, “when society de-
nies them the social and ethnic
identity to which they have suc-
cessfully adapted.” As teena-
gers, he explained, they are
punished or sought out because
they are Indians. Yetthey tend to
identify as white.

Similar experience is reported

. by Joyce Ladner, a sociologist, in

her study of trans-racial adop-
tions.

Both Westermeyer and Ladner
urge that the Vietnamese chil-
dren be reunited with their
families whenever possible, or at
least be placed in other Viet-
namese homes. They have sub-
mitted affidavits to district court
here, where a suit in behalf of
Vietnamese children has been
dragging 6n for many months.

TIP OF THE ICEBERG? Tom
Miller, an attorney for the chil-
dren in that suit, says an un-
known number of Vietnamese
refuggee families are in Vo's
position. The dozen or so who
have made themselves knownto
him and the Center for Constitu-
tional Rights, which is backing
the suit, may be only the tip ofan
iceberg, he said.

At the State Department,
Frank Sieverts, deputy coor-
dinator for humanitarian affairs,
disagreed. He said the vast
majorily of the children brought
here as orphans are, in fact. or-
phans.

One refugee woman who
searched for her son here man-
aged to get him back after a court
fight that cost $4500. Few re-
fugees can afford such sums.

A few older children were re-
turned to natural parents volun-
tarily by adoptive parents who
were moved by the children’s
joy at seeing their families again.

Vo now hopes that the man
named Dick in Massachusetts,
who has her oldest boys, will
permit her to see them and that
they, being old eneugh, can set-
tle with her. She is preparing for
a court battle to reclaim her
youngest.

“There aren’t many villains in
this story,” commented Popp,
who was echoed by others repre-
senting conflicting points of
view. It comes down to a choice
based on a value judgment: Who
isentitled tojudge the children’s
best interests?

As long as that question goes
unsettled, these children and
their families will remain vic-
tims in the last battle of the war
that everyone wants to forget.

* %

Copyright 1976, Pacific News
Service. Rusa Gustaitis, now a
freelance writer in San Francis-
co, worked for10 years as a staff
reporter first for the Washington
Post and later for the Herald
Tribune.

ch/Idcare centers

continued from page 1

only rice and (lothmg. Milk, meat. medicine, equipment
and furniture must come from the Red Cross and other

donors.

At My's Nha Tre orphanage, four-and-a-half pounds of
meat has to be divided amont 192 childten. and there is
only enough milk to give ecach child one glass a ddy. The
roof leaks, and three children share two beds.

My and the Red Cross say the orphanages also face
shortages of soap, antibiotics, eye and skin medicines,
vitamins, beds, chairs and clothes.

* * *
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AGENCY POLICY. FCVN of-
ficials refused to comment on
Vo's case. In explaining the
agency’s genecral policy, case
work supervisor Marcia Schoc-
ket quoted from a book she goes
by, in which the authors main-
tain that “It's the psychological
parent, not the biological pa-
rent” who is important to the
child.

“If there's no. recollection,”
she said, “‘there can’t be a con-
tinuance of the same relation-
ship. There could only be.a new
relationship. It was obvious after
15 minutes to halfan hourin two
cases thal the biological parent
was just another person in the
room to the child.”

Agency procedure requires,
she said, that when a biological
mother seeks a child’s return, a
social worker be sent to “‘assess
her financial situation,
situation.” This information is
given to the adoptive family who
may then opt to return the child.
If mot, a court may have to settle
the issuc. <

“We feel confident we're ob'

serving sound social work prac-
lice,"” Schocket said. Asked if the
authors of the book she goes by
considered cross-cultural adop-
tion, she said “‘not really,” but
indicated that was not a cur-
rently relevant factor.

ETHNIC IDENTITY. Awmong
those who think the issue of cul-
ture is highly relevant is Dr.
Joseph John Westermeyer, a
psychiatrist whose oxpenen(v
with Indian children reared in
white homes taught him to ex-

Morris Udall
to speak at
'CU Tuesday

living .

TS

identity to which they have suc-
cessfully adapted.” As teena-
gers, he explained, they are
punished or sought out because
they are Indians. Yet theytend to
identify as white.

Similar experience is reported

. by Joyce Ladner, a sociologist, in

her study of trans-racial adop-
tions.

Both Westermeyer and Ladner
urge that the Vietnamese chil-
dren be reunited with their
families whenever possible, or at
least be placed in other Viet-
namese homes. They have sub-
mitted affidavits to district court
here, where a suit in behalf of
Victnamese children has been
dragging on for many months.

TIP OF THE ICEBERG? Tom
Miller, an attorney for the chil-
dren in that suit, says an un-
known number of Vietnamese
refuggee families are in Vo's
position. The dozen or so who
have made themselves known to
him and the Center for Constitu-
tional Rights,; which is backing
the suit, may be only the tip ofan
iceberg, he said.

At the State Department,
Frank Sieverts, deputy coor-
dinator for humanitarian affairs,
disagreed. He said the vast
majorily of the children brought
here as orphans are, in fact, or-
phans.

ugne mat cost $4500. Few re-
fugees can afford such sums.

A few older children were re-
turned to natural parents volun-
tarily by adoptive parents who
were moved by the children’s
joy at seeing their families again.

Vo now hopes that the man
named Dick in Massachusetts,
who has her oldest boys, will
permit her to see them and that
they, being old enough can set-
tle with her. She is preparing for
a court battle to reclaim her
youngest.

“There aren’t many villains in
this story,” commented Popp,
who was echoed by others repre-
senting conflicting points of
view. It comes down to a choice
based on a value judgment: Who
isentitled to judge the children’s
best interests?

As long as that question goes
unsettled, these children and
their families will remain vic-
tims in the last battle of the war
that everyone wants to forget.

Copvright 1976, Pacific News
Service. Rusa Gustaitis, now a
freelahce writer in San Francis-
co, worked for10 years as a staff
reporter first for the Washington
Post and later for the Herald
Tribune. .
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only rice and clothing. Milk, meat. medicine, equipment
and furniture must come from the Red Cross and other

donors.

At My's Nha Tre orphanage, four-and-a-half pounds of
meat has to be divided amont 192 children, and there is
only enough milk to give cach child one glass a ddy. The
roof leaks, and three children share two beds.

My and the Red Cross say the orphanages also face
shortages of soap, antibiotics, eye and skin medicines,

vitamins, beds, chairs and clothes.
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By RASA GUSTAITIS

SAN FRANCISCO (PNS) --
Hao Thi Vo searched for months
through burcaucratic mazes be-
tore she learned that her threc-
year-old son was in the care of
one of the “orphan Babylift’™
agencies. But when she found
him, she was told she could not
have him: he might be better

off with his new American

'parents.”

Vo is one of more than a dozen
refugees in this country known
to be seeking return of children
shipped here in the panic of the
last days of the war, She is one of
several who must face court ac-
tion it she expects to be permit-
ted a reunion.

Like many other Vietnamese
mothers with half-American
children, Vo feared for the lives
of her three sons when the
Saigon regime was collapsing
and sent them to the United
States for their safety. Through a
friend, she said, she met an
American named Dick who

agreed to take her oldest sons, _

Vo Huy Khanh, 7, and Vo Anh
Tuan, 5, if she signed a rclease
for them. She did.

A neighbor bound for the Un-
ited StateYugreed to take Vo Huy
Tung, then 2, as her own son,
under an assumed name. For
Him Vo signed nothing, she said.

Vo herself managed to fly out
shortly thereafter. From Travis
Air Force Base she called Bill
Popp, a Flying Tiger pilot she'd
met in Saigon. He had offered to
help if she managed to get to this
country. Popp decided to spon-
sor Vo, her 20-year-old sister, a
cousin and the cousin's six-
vear-old boy. All came to live in
his home near Los Angeles,
found jobs and, logether, put a
down payment on a house. (In
Saigon, Popp said, Vo had been
head of household for an ex-
tended family of 13.)

With Popp’s help, Vo sought
her sons. After many expensive
long distance phone calls, Popp
said, they learned through the
International Red Cross where
the two oldest boys were and
discovered that the youngest
was with Friends of Children of
Vietnam (FCVN). The neighbor

who had brought him, Vo said,

had given him to the agency,
expecting that he'd be cared for
until his mother could claim
him. But the agency, armed with
arelease paper Vo never signed,
had placed the youngster in a
home for adoption.

A LETTER AND A VISIT.
Through FCVN, a letter arrived
for Vo from “Bob and Joan,” who

“ had had her child for 10 months.

it told Vo that her son was not Vo
Huy Tung now but Bruce Pono-
van, that he loved going fishing
with his “daddy,"” that his good
behavior " still gives us great
pride,” that ‘*he can count to
nine, he knows all the basic col-
ors.” o

“We think you should see
Bruce,” the couple wrote. **That
way we hoth could see his feel-
ings. If by chance he does not
remember you, we think it

would do him great harm to’

leave us. We can't help but feel
that he would think we had re-
jected him. Then, on the other
hand, if he did remember you,
we feel it would be wrong for us
to keep him from you even
though it would hurt greatly.”

Vo flew to Denver and was
taken to a room where five
strange adults faced her with her
child. After a few minutes in a
highly tense situation, the au-
thorities now in charge of the
boy decided he® did not recog-
nize his mother.

“They don’t give him to me,”
Vo said in an interview, “I ask,
give me a chance to see the boy.
A few mrfinutes. To play with
him. They say, maybe the kid get
hurt. I'say, [don't hurt the boy.”

She was not permitted to hold
him, shesaid. * They say, he has
good home now, good mother,
so0d father, 1 have good home,
good mother. Not lather, That [
don’t have,” Vo said. " They say,
birthmother mean nothing.”

“I ask, ‘When they tell the boy
that he has a mother?" They
didn't answer.”

Vo said she was shown a paper
saying the boy was declared an
orphan April 16. She said she
then showed the FCVN officials
a photograph of her holding her
son April 19.

. continued on page 3

BY LINUA MILDLKI =

SAIGON (PNS) — As the Vietnainese near the end of their
first year of peace in decades, the story of tee million-plus
homeless children untouched by the American babylift is
becoming clear, 3

The Provisional Revolutionary Government (PRG), start-
ing with 138 orphanages left from wartime, is building
nationwide system of childcare centers to provide homes
for all who need care. :

Tran Thi My, in charge of four orphanages in Saigon, told
PNS that the PRG is asking **neighborhood administrations
to locate, feed and clothe’ children still on the streets until
enough childcare centers can be built, Thousands of chil-
dren are already in orphanages. b

In addition, the PRG is pushing a program to help un-
employed people move out of Saigon to settle in “new
economic areas” in the countryside. Many families, im-
poverished by the war, gave up their children because they
could .not longer feed them, The PRG hopes the new pro-
gram will enable these families to care for their children

©again. Y e

At the childcare centers now in operation, most of the
pre-PRG dircctors and staff are still at their jobs. But My
explaing that they are being trained to change their attitude
from one of simple care for the children to one of personal
responsibility, taking the role of second mothers.

Despite the new program, the effects of the war remain
ever present. The government, short of funds, can supply

Y continued on page
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Saigon’s
Secrets

Selzed

Thieu and U =
Didn’t Destrby
- Classified Files

A ", i,
By Don Oberdorfer
Washington Post Staff Writer

North Vietnamese in-

virtually complete files of
the South Vietnamese
armed forces, natxonal

|’ police and secret. intelli-

gence agency, including
highly classxfle' '

-by the United States, ac-

2 cording to the last chief

CIA analyst of Commu-

nist strategy at. the',US
: Embassy there. -
Frafk W. Snepp, "hol!ﬁ

‘Saigon’ on the final day of
‘U.S. evacuation last year
and resigned from the CIA

this January, said the secret’
files of former South Viet-

‘namese “ President Ngtyen
Van Thieu were also left be-
hind. 3

~Calling these umntended
legacies “a tragedy,” Snepp
said they may reveal to
Communist - authorities a
great deal about U.S. intelli-
gence operations and permit

. them to identify well-placed
/U.S. agents behind Commu-"

nist lines as well. "mone
who helped us in- sught-
est degree.” . . &

Snepp’s statements in an
interview confirmed por-
tions - of an. extraordmary

" cast.in. Vies:xam,,h) the

data
. which had been furmshed
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save “all the dossiers that T
had been compiled over tpe s
“years by the secret police

collaboration wit.hl

signals” Wwhich suggested
that a negotiated settlement -
‘was possible. This




; said.

ington, put off the destruc-

tion of files and evacuation ~
“of key intelligence agents

until it was too Iate, Snepp

Snepp Asid the CIA’s chief

in Saigon, Thomas Polgar,
* as well as Ambassador Gra-

‘ham Martin were deceived

" by hints of a negotiated deal

in April 1975 and were en-
couraged in thelr belief by

* 'high officials in Washington.,

At the same time, however,
“consistent intelligence
from the ground was _that
there would bé' no 'negoti-
-ated settlement, and this

‘was from the most relmble .

sources,” Snepp said.

~ 'The North Wie’tﬁimese
_general's account of -deci-
sion-making in the Commu- b
nist command gives no indi- .
cation that a negotiated deai

‘was considered during the

final Saigon drive, and ev-
ery indication 'to the con-
trary. Dung relates that the
order for quick liberation of
Saigon came from the North
Vietnamese Politburo in the
third week of March, 1975.

-“He reports suceessive order§
~ after that for the Saigon at-

. tack with ‘no sign-’o&letup L3

. attacks the “U q
: e scmmg

in Saigon” for cond

what he claims were “many |

insidious plots.” CIA station
chief Polgar, who is of Hun-
garian extraction, was a key
figure in Saigon ‘contacts

. -about a negotiated deal with -
Hungannn ‘and ‘Polish - dele- *Wﬂ
A _International -
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liberate the South. While | «
< still plasning for a 197576 ]
. campaign, .the Politburo | .
- ‘added a guideline for libera-
‘:~tion in ms;xf opportunities
:preaented emselves,” ac-
cording to Dung.
s was done in Hanoi dn y g
‘Jan. 9, 1975. According to. | .
. Snepp, the United States ob-1|
o tgined an accurate intelli-
ce report within 10 days
f this decision.
~~® Dung quotes a secret re-
~_port sent by Ambassador j;‘.
. Martin to Washington 6n ke
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_situation” in the South. Ac- '
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.

 ‘more ct’ia‘tions’.'!. £t i
e ao T e S
” about n al e a copy e Tepo
mict:m‘dmggg:n‘sz;@p, ‘the ’~5 to Thieu at the ;gesldenml
‘aecount by ‘Dung gives these - palace on April while ca- .| .
indications -of Communist _bling another copy to Wash- |
jg)emgence ”m ;s: o g . ington. The report was ade- i
'® Dung reports receiving eisive factor in Thieu’s ae ~
a “flash cable” at his field | cision to resign, which
co'mmandf post, (March 13 annoupced Apri2l.
from Defense .@luuster Vo . Snepp said he helped pre- e
Nwen %ng DAoL sy Je-chil dosk.pot. iand. 1|

w
S

- quiekly encircle Phubon, a
key area in a'ret;'_e_atipath.
‘According to ' Snepp,
‘Thieu had been ° seriously -
considering such a retreat

gt;at lecrecy for only a
ysbqjoreﬁhnt.andw'," :

Said pub- - T
licly that :North Vietnam- .+

“changed their signals” and -
“appeared to shift sudde: ﬂy
‘to a military option”

April 2"( three days befur¢

SO TR v

‘ then, Dung’s n-mps were al-

, Teady moving te cut off the -
“retrent ‘at  Phuhon.

“The

Thied was “forced to fight a
 poor ‘man’s war,” said that

“South Vietnamese firepowe | {
had decreased by nearly 60 |

Jpereenfduetnbomhmq

» i ; |
st A ’in‘-‘- -




- our troops’ advance an@
- - defi
_avoid _ total &cﬁ

B Safg‘;afo conduemf

Ag;m gy

to a military option”

ham Martin were decexved 3

by hints of a negotiated deal

in April 1975 and were
couraged in their heli&
ashingto

,haghulﬂcidunw

‘was considered during the
final Saigon drive, and ev-
ery indication to the con-
trary. Dung relates that the
order for quick liberation of '
Saigon came from the North.\
Vietnamese Politburo in the

.third week of March, 1975,
: ‘He reports successive orders

that for the Saigon at

Dung - refers - contemptu-

what he claims were “m&tg s
insidious plots.” CIA
chief Polgar]

about a negotiated deal with
Hungarian and Polish dele-
gates  of  the Internatmml

: ,chmmmom 3. (o

Kﬁlnty
o£ a negogiated deal to

attack . mi Sai-
g o ‘has. pub-

“changed’ their signals” and
“ap to shift suddenly

April 27, three days befo
the fall of the capifal. Bub:

intelligence repom cﬁed !ia! jr

Snepp—indicate there was
no possibility of negqtiations
and thus there was no shift
in sxgnal.s Bk
Snepp, said several Kkey
peoints in the recent detailed
memoir by the yﬁm\ym-
ese Mrai» cop- -
m'edzﬁm that tie Cmimu- »

g nist : f&bsﬂ

“intelligence  within daysvn’

about Communist strategic
s cited in Dung’s ac: |

gence. theg, were

getting, = by the United”
States &m 16 ignore its ae- -
curate J{mﬁgence daté ina™
: S

ist command gives no indi- e
cation that a negotiated deal

fag&wjﬂl no sign.ef letup.; . %ﬂ Gia

‘ﬁlo!sofﬂ"” T
gaﬂhnextractton,waetke!
figure 'in Saigon 'contacts

.and the Joint |
- ‘March

t North Vietnam-

TR e e B

atﬁi 3 2&: "‘smoh

Dk et :
screens” and “wishful think-

ing” about negotiations.

- According to Snepp, the

account by Dung gives these
indications of Communist

. intelligence powers: ¢ .
® Dung reports receiving

.Ouslx to “perfidious. dipbcm.-m
: matlc maneuvers to check .« °

. cretly informed his cabinet
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nothing of Thiei’s order un-
til March 15, S
then, Dung’s

. The Umted.jtates knew -

ops were al-

. *_ready moving fo cut off the -
s:retreat at. Phubon.: The

quick; North Vi : ma-
‘neuver led to ‘the destruc-

tion - of nearly the entire .
force being wltﬂdrawn from -

the highlands—the equaiva-
lent of two division. This

‘was to-be Thieu’s strategic |

reserve. “That loss spelled
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munist attacks during 1975,
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Orphan:

IViany of the Vieinamese
“orphans’ gathered up in
the iast days of the war
and shipped to the United
Staies now want to go
ome—1o their parents,

by Betty Jean Lifton

v_Tistory moves quickly, today’s hys-

¥
A 4 terical headlines becoming tomor-
row’s stale news. It has been a year now

since the controversial Operation Baby-

lift brought more than 2,000 Vietnam-
¢se  chitdren to American adoptive
homes—and the glow of cither virtue or
oviraze to American hearts. For those
vwho favored the program, something
noble® had finally come out of this
iznobiz war; for those opposed. remov-
ina children from their homeland and
their heritage was the most ignople act
of all.

Since quite a frw of the children have
tnrned out not to be bona fide orphans—
d up as they were in the lost
chactic duys of the war—the guestion
of their elizibility for entry into this
nentry, as well as for adoption, has yet
to b2 leaully answered. A court case has,

1

patiers

in fuct, been in process on this very
isux for the past year.

The case originated when Muoi Me-
anedl, a Vistoamese volunteer receiv-

- p e e e

PRy speeny

. - .

ing the children on arrival in Czlifornia,
heard some of them pleading to be re-
turned to their parents. Shocked by this,
and frustrated over the government's
reluctance to investizate the situation,
she managed—with the help of somes
Californta lawyars and a group called
the Center for Constituticnal Rights in
New York—to file'a class action on be-

_half of the non-orphans. The defendants

are an unlikely combination: Secratary
of State Henry Kissinger, former Secre-
tary of Defense James Schiesinger, At-
torney General Edward Levi, et al.—as
well us the seven adoption agencies that
processed the children.

In the federal courthouse in San Fran-
cisco, just down the corridor from where
the Pajty Hearst trial has come and
gore with its own brand of hysteria, the
case has been procezdin
pace in front of Jud

g at a snail’s
> Spencer Willtaras
—in spite of the pluintifis’ plea that the
bast intziests of the children would be

served by fast and decisive action.

-

| ——— et v

Judge Williams, a Nixon appointee,
did order that the adoption files be
turned over to the Immigration and
Naturalization Service for inspection by
the plaintiffs and court-appointed mas-
ters. He also ordered that the adoptive
parents be notified to wait before final-
izing adoptions, and that the older chil-
dren be imerviewed about their wishes.
However, all of this has been imper-
fectly carriad out. The plaintiffs contend
that only a few children have been inter-
viewead, that INS is instructing adoptive
pareats to try to get adoptions legalized
in their state courts in spite of improper
documentation, and that they have been
given too briaf a time in which to inspect
the files. i

On Februoary 23 Judge Williams
declured the case no longer a class ac-
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back the message that there is life on
Mars. If so, it will be vital to examine

it further, howevar simple a form of life
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tion. In other words, the plaintiffs must
now file suit for each individual child—
a situation that is clearly in the best inter-
ests of the adoption agencies and of
- prospective adoptive parents who would
like their children considered separately,
if they are to be considered at all.

It would take a King Solomon to un-
ravel the bureaucratic red tape that has
accumulated. The seemingly simple
opzration of sending possibly a few hun-
dred non-orphans back to their families
has become entangled in the emotional
snarl of adoption politics in this country.
Judge Williams has already declared that
he is not running an adoption court, and
that he does not want to get involved
with an international situation over

which he does not have jurisdiction. No -

wonder he has allowed months to pass
betwecen hearings, and in mid-February
took a vacation from the briefs, counter-
briefs, appeaals, affidavits, and telegrams
from all sides.

The question—reminiscent of the clas-
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En route to a new homeland—'The question of their eligibility
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sic one posed to King Solomon—is this:
who is the real mother—the one who gave
birth to the child, or the one who has
taken care of the child for the past year
as the psychological parent? Since these
two mothers are, for the most part, at
opposite ends of the world, it is left to
the lawyers for the plaintiffs and defen-
dants to do the tugging for their clients’
rights. . :

ConNsIDER the plaintiffs’ position. It holds
that the Babylift was as immoral as the
‘war itself—violating, as it did, the Ge-
neva Convention, which explicitly states
that children separated from their fam-
ilies in times of conflict may be moved
only to a neutral country, and preferably
placed with guardians of their own nu-
tionality, languaze, and religion. Accord-
ing to Tom Miller, one of the lawyers,
over half of the files already checked
do not have adequate documentation to
establish that these children have actually
been orphaned, abandoned, or lepally

A T TR AT G R T A i S Pt f N s

for entry into this country has yet to be legally answered.”

released for
those children with known parents or

relatives who managed to get hers as-

refugees are being kept from reunion
with them by the families in whose
homes they were placed for adoption.
Miller maintains that the government
could have acted independently of this
court case but is deliberatzly stalling as
a way of avoiding political embarrass-
ment. i

Consider, on the other hand, the gov-
ernment's position. The government

claims to have acted in good faith in’

bringing the children here, believing that
the adoption agencies had their papers
in order. It fears that if it tries to do
any tracing of parents in Vieinam, the
present government might produce “rake
parents’” /in order to got the children
back. And the lives of thosa real paraats
might be endanzered if their idantities
are revealed. John F. Cooney, Jr., assis-
tant U.S. atterney of California, admits
that the goverament could have acted
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“Who is the real mother—the one who gave birth
to the child, or the one who has taken care of the
child for the past year as the psychological parent?”

without waiting for the court case, but
in.ists that if it has proven that a mistake
has been made, nothing will be done to
stop the children from going back.
Consider, too, the adoption ageacies’
position. They have little in common but
this case, and one of them has already
admitted to having changed the names
of somz children to those of dead ongs in
ordzr to get them out of Vietnam at the
last minute. The agencies share the dan-
. zer that they could be sued by adoptive
parents if the children are taken away,
and possibly lose their state licenses.
John Adams, exccutive director of Holt
International Children’s Services, which
has been bringing children out of Korea
sirice the Fifties, is quick to difierentiate
his opecation from the “inexperienced”
acencies. "Our children were processed
long before the emergency,” he says, “but
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Recalling the big flight- Weas it a

nohie act or the most icnobls of «ll?

there were opportunists around during
that last spasm of our involvement in

Vietnam tryingz to gzt children quickly

and easily. It will put a bad smell on

inter-country adoption it this thing is not

cleared up.” Adams hopes that any child

having improper credentials and with a

parent found in Vietnam will be re-

turned, but he also hopes it will not be

one of his 406 children.

Consider the prospzactive adoptive par-
ents’ point of view. Some of them sin-
cerely believed that they were rescuing
an orphan from ecither homelessness or
communism. Others who had found it
impossible to adopt a baby here were
eager to get one from abroad. All of
them have grown attached to these chil-
dren in the past year, and many have
declared they will not give them up
without a court fight. There are excep-
tions: Nebraska Sen. John DeCamp
voluntarily returned his two charges to
their mother, who was located in a
refugee camp, and Washington attorney
Lisa Brodyaga is hoping to find her six-
year-old child's mother back in Vietnam.

Then there is the position of the nat-
ural parents and relatives who manag
to make it to this country. There are at
least six cases pending in Judge Wil-
liams’s court in which Vietnamese moth-
ers claim to have acted under duress in
the last days of the war, but now want
their children returned. Only one has
succeeded—San Shie, herself an adoptive
mother, who managed to get her two-
year-old adopted daughter back after
going through a California state court at
the expense of $5,000, to say nothing of
the emotional cost.

It 1s difficult to consider the position
of the parents and relatives in Vietnam,
since there has been virtualiy no contact
with them. It is known that there are
daily advertiscments for lost children in

the Saizon papers, but how can those be-
reaved pavents know if their children are

among those here?

Tius BRINGS UP
i over which there has been so much

the thorny issue of trac-
ng.
bickering. Last Junc the Intcrnational
Commitice of the Red Cross oftered the
covernment the sorvices of its Central
Tracing Agency to help with family re-
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unification. No offictal sanction has bezn
given to the ICRC office in Saigon as yzt,
but th= plaintiffs wantad it to trace the
parents actively and to notify them of
their children’s whereabouts.

Howszver, the defendants have not
wanted the names of the children in the
files revealed publicly, contending that
anyone with a missing child must come
forward with documaatation to the ICRC
office. In March, Judzs Williams ruled
in the defendants’ favor against notifying
the parents, stating that it might stimu-
late their “guilt” over giving up their
children and prompt4n “illusory desire”
for thair return.

Frank Sieverts of the State Depart-
ment concedes that it has not been
workad out just how the ICRC can reach
the parents’ attention, especially those
in remote areas. In fact, no one seems to
have a clear idea how the South Viet-
namese government feels about all this,
although the Provisional Revolutionary
Government did claim at the time that
the children were being kidnapped. But
cven if some Vietnamese parzsnts should
come forward, they would be informed
that they must press their claims in a
custody suit in American state courts.

“We will demand due process for
those children in this country,” says Kate
Freeland, a lawyer for Holt and for

Friends for All Children. “Jt has not yet

been proven who has jurisdiction over
these children—an international court, a
federal court, or a state court. The factis
that the children are hers and the courts
have the duty to protect them.”

Protect them from whom—their own
parents?

PeruArs the real question is, How can
parents in Vietnam possibly have the
means to appeal in our state courts? Also,
are we not confusing the rights of Viet-
namese, mothers who have become sepa-
rated from their children with the legal
controversy over the rights of unwed
mothers here who give up their children
and change their minds before the adop-
tion is finalized? Can the best interests of
the Babylift children be served by deny-
ing them the right to return to living par-
ents—especially to those mothers who are
in this country pleading for them?

Until these questions are answerad by
~a court of law or by an international
commission acting ofhcially on behalt of
the two couniries involved, the children
remain the hapless victims of the con-
flict, as surely as they were of the war
G

itself.
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