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S. | vate, gnmary and secondary schools

LONDON Scptcmber 8: India has
proposed before the mterparhamcn-
tary conference now ian session here
that in giving develobmcnt aid special
consideration should be given to most
scriously affected nnd ast deyelops
ed countries, reports PT.

The proposal was made in the form
of an amendment to a gsolution on
world economic order which, among
other things, calls upon ind mnah.-ed
countries to increace their public aid

US kidnapped
children, says
Madam Binh

MEXICO CITY, September 8&:
The Foreign Relations Minister,
Madamne Nuygen Thi Binh of the
Provisional Revolutionary Govern-
ment of South Viet Nam has accus-
ed the US, of kidnapping children
during its massive refugee evacua-
tion programme earher thxs year,
f\-POﬂS p

“The world is going to see a
lm]e clearer this pretended genero-
sn that for us is a simple case of
kiduapping", Madame Binh said
an interview published here yester-
day. She was in the Mexican capi-
tal last week.

“We had an institution for war
orphans in South Viet Nam and
some of those taken came from
there,” she continued. “But others
were not orphans, just children that
in the turbulence of war were
separated from their parents, We
have received many letters from
parents asking for news of their
children.”

She s:nd that sources in the U.S. A
have said that many of the children
brought to families have bzen op-
pressed and others have died.

“We will get those children re-
turned to their families and their
country,” she promised.

Schools to be taken

over in Saigon
SAIGON, September 8: All pri-

will be nationalised  before the
next term begins, the Deputy Na-
tional Education- director, Mr.
Phan Trong Tan, told the daily
“Saigon Giai Phong”, reports AFP.

He said the 1,059 institutes
would acquire the status of estab-
lishments of public teaching. An
estimated 600,000 high school
students cnrollmg for the scholas-
tic year 1975-70 would receive free
schooling.
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ur national grief at
the thought of Viet-
namese children who
would be homeless
after the American
war seemed somehow
more bearable during
the war when all our
know-how was being
used in making or-
phans. There did exist a history
of homeless children and their
wars, which could have been
helpful, but we paid little atten-
tion to it. It was indeed offered to
the country during the “Babvlift”
last. April. in public newspaper

statements by soctal wotkers, s
torians, educators, religious lead-
ers, and doctors, and in political
street demonstrations on both
coasts.

According to Joseph Reid of
the Child Welfare League of
America, there were 50,000
homeless chuldren after the Nige-
ran Biatran War. The United
States (and  other
thoughe these children should be

countries)

ottered tor adoption. The Nige-
rians and Biafrans would not
permit it. With the help ot the
International Union tor Child
Weltare in Geneva, all but 27 ot
the children were reunited with
tamily or village communities
within two vears.

Here is another lesson from

By Grace Paley

history: my friend Karin DiGia
was a displaced child in Germany
after the Second World War.
That is, she was lost in one direc-
tion and her parents, if alive,
were lost in another direction, far
from home. Here, the Red Cross
helped. It took a year and a half
before Karin DiGia's living
father was found and they were
brought together. She was only
one child among hundreds of
Had she been
adopted away into Taly or the
United States or Japan in some

thousands.

well-meaning child consumers’
project, her records filed and
sealed, they would have never
met; she would have become an
orphan and he the father of a
dead child.

Karin told me that the streets
of German cities were tull ol pic-
tures ol childien. “Have you seen
this child, Anna Marie, she was
weartng a blue smock, she wan
dered away from our camp....”
Translated tor Americans today,
whose kind hearts and open
purses intend to take Vietnamese
children into the finality of adop-
tion, there may well be pictures
posted on the walls in Saigon or

Danang, “"Has anyone scen

Ms. o9

‘ﬂ \\ . (/ !
|\ ,
\ > i
-

Phuoung, last scen in a blue
smock, she let go of my hand tor
a minute....”

In Vietnam there is a saving:
“If Mother is lost, there is Aun-
tie; if Father is lost, there is Un-
cle.” The  parentless child be-
comes-‘the child of the large
household, the village, old aunts
who may not even be blood rela-
tives, but who share the natural
responsibility of all adults for all
the young. This has already hap-
pened in North Vietnam, where
there is only one “home™ for or-
phans. This is happening now in
South Vietnam—grown-up ref-
ugcees and childven in the tens of
thousands are returmnmg to then
villages i what e Provisional
Revolutionary Government called
the “Campaign for the Return to
the Homelands.”

Well, how did the orphan air-
lift happen, then, considering
these histories, these facts? | have
to sav it coldly. The war in Viet-
nam, which began i ignorance
sell-congriulavion,  and  1he
shwghtar of “innocents, ended
much the same \\.'): L he orphan
airlift last April was a balloon of
sentiment that raised some 2,600
Vietnamese children and floated
them across 12,000 miles of sky.
The groups most responsible for
that sky of flying/dying babics
were the following:

g
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Adoption agencies, with con-
tracts begun in professional de-
corum a year carlier. The agen-
cies panicked when it appeared
that the war would ¢nd and the
subject matter of their contracts,
Vietnamese children, would dis-
appear, absorbed into the life of
their own country. These agen-
cies, determined to meet those
contracts, lost their businesslike
cool and allowed themselves to be
helped by...

Alrwiays. Anxious (e

Q World
. ad love of children to its reputa-

“owned

tion as one of the world's largest
charter airlines, World Airways,
in the person—ef—kd Daley who

TEL percent of its stock,

Vlrup('(‘l innﬁ'ﬂ-_ﬁﬁr\"?‘-fn TThed- |

lines and news photographs as
the first of the bhaby transporters
(although the U.S. government
stepped in immediately and
halted future World Airways
babv flights). World Airways
stock rose from 4 5 to 6 Y2 in one
week: Ed Daley held the babies in
his arms; and the company
applied to the Civil Aeronautics
Board for a license to fly coast-
to-coast domestically.® The New
York Times tells the story of a
8300 million to $400 million for-
tune amassed during the war
years, when, under a contract
with the Defense Department,
World Airways planes carried
cargo while military planes often
ew empty.

The adoption agencies were
also helped by a cynical political
decision by the Ford administra-
tion to use the children in order
to dig military aid for Thieu out
of Congress. The language by
which the kindness of American
families was mocked does exist:
U.S. Ambassador to South Viet-
nam Graham Martin, according
to the New York 7Times, told
President Thicu's Deputy Prime
Minister Phan Quang Dan, “...the
collective shipment abroad of
these orphans should help swing
American public opinion to the

*As of this writing, the CAB has made no
decision on the heense.

High Commission on
S —

advantage ol the Republic of Vier -
nam...."

Pcople who argued in tavor of
the airlift described the squalid,
impoverished, unhealthy condi-
tions of the orphan asylums in
wartime Saigon, the possibilities
of prejudice against mixed-blood
children and handicapped  chil-
dren, and the superior oppor-
tunities in the United States in
years to come.

Actually, lovers of children
have had every opportunity to
help all the children of South
Victnam (but without direct
ownershipy—the 30,000 in orphan
homes, the million or so who
have lost one or both parents.
Legislated d  could have gone
from our own Congress to be dis
tributed through mternatonal

like

organizations Medical Ajd
for Victnam, the United aations

efugees,

American Friends Service Coni-
mittee, or the International Chil-
dren’s Fund. Private contribu-
tions can also be given to these
organizations and earmarked for
Vietnam. As of this writing, how-
ever, despite the fact that the
Paris peace accords obligate the
United States to provide postwar
assistance to the country we dev-
astated, no aid has ever been
considered. The destruction of
that small country in the last 10
years cost Americans, at the gov-
ernment’s lowest estimate, $150
billion. Lovers of children, we
should be able to persuade Con-
gress to offer one reconstructing
billion for food, medicines,
hospitals.

y ull; 1t’s. the iron-
hearted god of ronv
who points out that
children who may be
subjected to racial
prejudice were ‘being
sent to the United
States, the fever cen-
ter of that pathology;
that handicapped,
war-mutilated children had
been taken from a country where
it would be the responsibility of
family and community to keep

them tuncaoning in the ordiman
lite: of the awivld. They
brought 1nto a soaety which

AT

specializes momsttutions, dump-
ing grounds tor the handicapped
and the old, whose own Vietnam
veterans are hidden in the reces-
ses ol Veterans Administration
hospuals, whese black or hand-
wapped orphans are unadoptible
@nd there mav be as many as
100,000 of these children).

Lhat same iromhcarted god ot
ironv (who usually works m liter-
ature) spoke even louder, tor we
have the moral deafness ot selt-
congratulators. A €5 A, a plane
that had at other tmes suftered
structutal problems (and was ac-
tually grounded for these prob-
1971, was stulted
with weapons, howitzers, sent to
Vietnam where it deposited the

lems once m

howitzers intact at the air port.
then had its bare compartments
filled with Vietnamese babies and
older children “orphans.” took
oft tfor the United States, and
crashed in tlames.

Years ago—l966 or 1967—
people in the peace movement
carried a poster of a well-dressed
voung man holding a cdgarette
against the arm ot a child. On the
poster. the question was asked.
Would you burn a child? In the
next poster, the man apphed the
burning cigarctre, and the answer
was given, When necessary. The
third poster child
burncd and crippled by Ameri-
can napalm. There mav be a
fourth now, that plane crashing.
the children burning, the war

showed a

ending.

Who are these orphans:?

Some are orphans, little per-
sons who enter into a normal
American procedure planned for
the benetit of children, carrving
the truce papers of orphans.
American parents had been wait-
ing for them for a long time.
Many are alrcady being loved
and cuddled behind the “adop-
tion curtain,”as Beuy Jean Lifton,
author ot the torth-
(continued on page 93)

writer and
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OTHER PEOPLE'S CHILDREN
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 70

i)

children are
the "young shoots”
of Vietnam.

coming Memotrs of an Adop-
ted Daughter (McGraw-Hill, “has
called it. Thewr records are sealed,
their past no longer exists.

But some are not orphans at
all.

When the twst chuldren were
tlown mto San Francisco, they
were hept brietly in the Presidio.
an army basc just outside the iy,
Two voung Viemmamese women
and a third who spoke excellent
Vietnamese visited the Presidio to
talk to the children. These
women were Jane Barton.'an
AFSC worker who had hved and
worked in hospitals of South
Vietnam tor three vears: Muoi
McConnell, who was a nurse .in
Danang; and Trang Tuoung
Nhu, a Vietnamese woman born
in Hue, who is Indochina Coor-
dinator of the International Chil-
dren’s Fund.

I talked to them and to Don
Luce ot the Clergy qud 1o
Concetned and Doue Hlostees
ol the Unted NMethodest ottie ol
the United Natioons, borh ol
whom spent years wath voluntany
ug.mu;ninns m’ Victnam and
spoke Vietnamese and knew the
cruel city of Saigon. And I un-
derstood that the orphan asvlums
there were not necessarily full ot
orphans, but the streets often
were

Children were brought to these
institutions during the war by
parents who thought it would
be safe. They were brought by
women or men who were unable
to care for their babies, and who
believed they would have a better
chance at a couple of meals a day
in such a place. According to
Judith Coburn, a journalist re-
porting in the Village Voice, they
were also brought by Saigon bar-
girls who wanted their mixed-
blood kids kept out of the hard
life. Or there were children who,
at the age of two, were deposited
in orphanages by government
people, having been taken away
from their mothers who were
political prisoners. Any ot these
parents may have signed
papers—papers that are sup-
posed to prove the children's
legal availability for adoption,
papers that the poor in any coun-
try are often persuaded to sign in
fear and despair for their Kids.
All these people might well ex-
pect or hope to reclaim their Kids
at the end of the war.
hen there are chil-
dren who had not
come from orphan
asylums, who didn’t
know how they had
been gathered up or
from where, to arrive
at  what place?—a
child who'd survived
the €5 A crash but
lost his mother’s map and ad-

dress; an 11-year old who later ran
away from his foster parents in
California, crying to go home to
Vietnam; a boy who'd been in a
refugee group from Danang and
who had been separated from his
mother: and the 29 Cambodian
chuldven who arnived, mysten
otshy and without papers, on the
east coast ol the Vhmted States
(he hard work ol Congress
wonun  Flizabeth Holtzman |-
N.Y.| and her statt has kept these
Cambodian children in foster
care, safe from immediate adop-
tion, while efforts are made to
learn who they are and where
they are from. The first thing
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You'll

never know
how much
good
you can do
until you
doit.

Voluniteer Cane
goud she can do She

-
netghborhood din care cenite

You can help people.

In fact, theres acrying
need for you. Your talents.
Your training. Your concerns.
They can make you price-
less as a volunteer in your
community.

There are probably
several local organizations
hard at work doing things
you'd be proud to be part of.
We'll put you in touch with
them. Join one. Or, if you
sce the need, start a new one.

If you can sparc even a
few hours a week, call the
Voluntary Action Center in
your town Or write
Nolounreer, Washingrron
I Ml 2001 %

[l do YOou grox W 1o see
how much good you can do.

Volunteer.

The Nanonal Center for Voluntany Acnon
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learned was that 21 children had
one living parent. The US. Tm-
migration Scrvice was forced by
Congressional pressure (o send a
letter to foster parents advising
them that the children's identin
was being ivestigated and adop-
tion would be delayed.)

A class action suit has been
brought in California by the
Center for Constitutional Righis,
asking that the adoption of all
these children be held up, that
they remain in foster care with
their records open and their
short lives unscaled, while Viet-
nam reorders itself and utume
without war brings families for-
ward to reclaim and renew then
lives. At this writing, the case s in
court. Witnesses are describing
the contusion and exchange of
children’s names, not from un-
Kindness, just carelessness and
pressure where rigor was particu-
larly required. One woman, who
had received a six-year -old Viet-
namese girl for adoption, tes-

tificd that the child was not an
orphan, and that she wanted o
return to Vietnam. In addion,
should have been -
medie photographing of cach
baby and child, in 1ts own clothes.
with its special characrernstics—
birthmarks and
described and recorded. In Lue

there

war wounds—

June, a tederal judge 1 San
Francisco ordered the Tmnngra

ton and Naturalization Service to |

determine within three months
whether or not the 2 600 children
are orphans.

I must say that 1 don't belicve
women could have mmvented the
insane idea of transporting these
childven. 1 haven't mef one
wonun who is nof passionate on
the subject—— against or in
favor—which iy quite ditferent
from the cynicism
energy required for its imvention
and enactment. Many women
truly believed that the American
care and ownership of these
babies would be the only way

and manic

their Ines would be saved. But
MOst women were wild at the
thought ot the pain 1@ those
other meothers, the griet of the
lost chuldien. Thev tele 1 was a
hlow 40 @[/ women, and o theyy
natural pohteal rights. It was a
shock T see that werld
f\mdi;\mng madly. the workd i
whach the father, the husband,
the wman ownéd .\f@‘r'e Can makes
legal vy and take the
mother’s child

The Vietnamese
tested again and again. calmh at
first, in the way they have of try-
mg to explain to ignorant or in-

sl

have pro-

nocent pt‘(\pi(‘ then methods of
¢(ariny for childien. then view ot
fhmil Lhife, the cAtended tamfiy,
thQ_naﬁ;rsl ﬂ‘gpnnsllnllly ol
Commuminv. lhen in angey; Dan
Ba 1 hi Provicenal Revolutuonan

CGovernment AmbasSador to the

|
|
|

Protect your copies of Ms. in this

attractive, custom-designed case.
A convenient way to .efer to stories
and articles. Available in navy blue
with room for 12 copies, each case
comes with silver transfers so that
you can print the volume and year
on each one.

You may also o}der a detailed index
July, 1973, through June, 1974, to
go with your case.

To order your Ms. binder and index,
fill in and return this coupon.

| enclose my check or mouney order for
$ to cover the amount of my
purchase as indicated below

_1 Binder for $4.50
3 Binders for $13
6 Binders for $24
Indexies) of 1973 1974 a1 $2 each

Oua/;m)

Make vour check of money o der pruavable
to Ms Magazine Corp

Maril to Ms. Magazine Corp, P.O Box
5120, Philadelphia, Pa. 19141

Name (please print)

Address

Cny State 2ip

Peace “Lalks had to sav: “This is
an outrageous attack on our
sovereignts: the 1454 Geneva
Convenuon forhids this Kind ot
Kidnapping. We demand the re-
turn ot our Viernamese chil-
dren” And on May 12, Pham Van
‘Ba, PRG Ambassador in Pans,
wired the US. Dastrict Court
Calitornia: “We demand that
US. sorernment retarn to South
Viemnam children alfegaliy re-
moved by Amenicans We will as-
sist placemeni . of these children
in their £oly or foster homes.™
FPhese \lnhz'.cn are, atker all.
the “young &aels” of Vietnam
Surely all thep@renis and grand-
parents. the “aunues” who have
anffered and fousht tor 30 vears
in horror and contnuous loss ot
dear tamilv. under French op-
pression and the napalm and
bombs of the United States. who
have scén the murder ot therr liv-
g carth—surelv thev will de-
nmuind o be rcunited inovears of
peace with the hopetul cinldren.
Lhey must beheve passionatehy
that those small surynors are not
1o be deprived ot the truis of <o
many vears of revolutionary and
patrione struggle.
Grace Paley s a writer and teacher at
Narah I vence Colle e






5 <
=

TeE i3 -
. R = ¥ 3 ¢ : o
: i 3 ; \ 2 . M ” i

1 ' nowﬁ:n ‘were: llbup-

pamttoluanceofthemm- thmm"

gime . than three times that
'mlswémdmrpmh'asth bodia. - -

rdmg to Amerﬁ}an cffi- tbe situation in Cambodia  Although South Vietnam offi- try, has much influence

, a tightening of Commu- where, , according to reports, yuhdedasaaeparateﬂ:egovemment A b

conu-olasbelievedtobethousandsdiedasﬂ)enew §

aatdedaes

y 3

-
—

P 8 3
SPRLAGIASEE
Rl fe
¥

%

LER 333 Bl

o :
L

33588888

.
[0 o ol E I TR R Sl
. B G e e 3 2z



2 WHLLONER
i o=
e

“One ? T " t ; s WMN

Q§ i
’3%“\“

Sl

U A £
This issue of “The Welco er” is d gredied to those very “special” people who
rallied to the cause prior to the fabof Sai igon. And to the literally hundreds
of adoptive couples, friends, strangers, staff of Welcome House and whole
communities who responded to our calls for help in caring for the 67 Vietnamese
children until placed with their adoptive families. The roll call is far too long to
include, much as we would have dearly loved to. People from New York [L.1.],
Pennsylvania [Media), Delaware [Wilmington], New Jersey, Connecticut, Alaska,
Washington, Washington, D.C., Texas, Massachusetts. We will never forget your

efforts. They will live on in the lives of the children.
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VICTORY’S ODYSSEY

Dear Friends,

This brings you all, our greetings and best
wishes.

Just before writing this letter | took out
an old issue of ‘The Welcomer’, the special
issue of November 1973 on Vietnam very
kindly dedicated by you all to our work in
Saigon on behalf of VACF. Thankfully,
today VACF is an integral part of WHAPG.
| tried to close my eyes and recollect all
that had happened between then and now,
a dream came through and a dream
shattered.

The meeting between Miss Mary Graves,
Mrs. Alberta Cohen and myself in the late
spring of 1973 in a friend’s apartment in NY
is still very vivid in my, memory. The
outcome of the meeting was HOPE, life
and a future for a number of unfortunate
little people. Miss Graves and Mrs. Cohen
were God sent, in answer to my prayers, as
were each and everyone of you, who with
your noble dedication, concern and love
for children helped us sustain what were
rated as the two best children’s homes in
Saigon, and by your un-selfish and tireless
efforts, bring safety and a secure future for
85 children to England[6], Holland [6] and
the USA [73].

| said, "a dream shattered”, yes, in the
spring of 1973, it was a beautiful dream
come true and in the spring of 1975, it was
shattered to pieces. To witness the whole
thing collapsing like a house of cards was
heart breaking.

After my meeting with Miss Graves and
Mrs. Cohen | returned to Saigon to get the
HOPE home off the ground and the first
home, HOPE I, was born in the summer of
1973 with 17 children in residence on the
first day. It was a normal summer day in
Saigon; the temperature in the higher
nineties, atmosphere saturated with
exhaust fumes, humidity in the 80 and
90%. The seventeen children, 15 of them
mixed blood, came within the gates of
Hope | with their few earthly possessions
clutched in their tiny hands. By the spring
of 1974 HOPE Il opened with over 200
children. Slowly and steadily the Hope
family grew in size to 400 children by the
spring of 1975. The motto was “Every child

was the ‘ONLY’ child”. It was a happy and

closely knit family. Then it all started.

First, one province north east of Saigon
fell after a month long battle and
bloodshed in January, 1975. Then three
provinces surrendered without a single
shot being fired, but not without loss of
life. Thousands of refugees, among them
children, trying to flee occupied areas,
died on the roadsides due to starvation,
dehydration and exposure. By the second
week in April, rockets and shells started
coming into Saigon. 2

Life in Hope | & Il became a 24 hour
routine. Concerned mothers came in all
the time, some begging that their children

Brian Winsor of Alaska, Mr. David Seltzer
of California or one of so many concerned
friends who were terribly concerned about
our safety. Yet, there was no way out. The
only way out was if the US Government
would provide us with a MAC flight, since
all commercial flights stopped operating in
and out of Saigon. Saigon’s Tan Son Nhut
airport was closed and heavily barricaded.
The GVN wouldn’t approve our list of

children to be evacuated because we were

not licensed to process children for
overseas adoption, and the AID wouldn’t
help without GVN’'s approval. | was
running from one agency to the other [who
were privileged to take out children] but
they couldn’t help. They were backed up
with some of their own children and the
GVN wouldn't permit them either. By then
1,400 children had been evacuated under
President Ford's ‘Baby Lift' plan, so, no
more. At the same time, we were aware
that a score of our friends, here in the US
mainland and in Alaska were doing
everything in their power to get our
children out. They made telephone calls to
the department of State, Chief of staff and
everyone they could think of. Yet, back in
Saigon, as of April 27, all we could do was
to pray and leave the rest in HIS merciful
hands. Both Malini and myself vowed not
to leave Saigon without the children. We
were also aware, it was not only us, but so
many of our friends in the US and other
parts of the world who were praying for us.
In a situation like that our only hope
always seems to be the good Lord.

So it went on; the NVAS were moving
closer to Saigon every day and by the 24th
of April they had taken Xuan Loc, after
bitter tighting, since the GVN tried to make
a last minute stand and moved within one
mile of the northern outskirts of Saigon

while their troops were within striking
distance in the southeast, Bien Hoa. In
Hope | & Il we gave up hope of getting out
and prepared for a siege and gathered
enough food and other essentials to last
us for over four months. The Vietnamese
staff were wonderful, especially Mr.
Nguyen Van Sau, the house manager and
Miss Trieu, secretary, working round the
clock attending to every need. The 67
children who became our total responsibil-
ity were unaware of what was going on,
except to ask, “Uncle Victor, when | go
America?”, | didn't know if we were ever
going to America! -

Saigon streets became streets of panic
and confusion. Everyone seemed to be
wanting to get out. People | had never seen
before came to Hope | to beg, plead and
even threatened that | must somehow get
them out. “You are an American agency,
you can get me/us out.” It was either
“please get us out or if you don't | will kill
you”. Curfew hours were extended each
day, from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. It came down
to7p.m. to 7 a.m. People who came to
Hope | could not get back to their homes
before curfew. We had to shelter them and
feed them, a round the clock affair.

Then God did work a miracle, the efforts
of our friends did not go in vain. Barely 24
hours before the fall of Saigon, on April 28,
the AID telephoned me and said "we are
trying to get a plane today to get you, your
wife and your children out, standby."” After
an hour they called again to say “at 14:30
the Embassy busses will come to pick you
all up, stand by”. Just three hours to
prepare, we grabbed what we could and
were ready by 14:15. The Embassy buses
pulled up, few mothers who were present
hugged and kissed their children goodbye.
Closest friends were on hand to say

be evacuated to the US or any country for =

safety. Mostly they were mothers of mixed
blood children. New children were brought
families who wanted to out, pleaded to be
evacuated. The telephone rang incessant-
ly. It was either Mr. Charles Summers, Mr.

L
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ACTION PLAN FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A CHILD WELFARE AGEMCY IN THE FAR
EAST BY THE WELCOME HOUSE ADOPTIVE PARENTS GROUP, INC.

A. Type of program to be established
1. Foster care (Sponsorship)
2. Day Care
3. Family Assistance
4. Assistance to other child welfare agencies
a. Financial assistance to hire workers
b. Food, clothing, medical supplies
5. Field training facilities for local social weifare students
6. Adoption

B. Criteria for selecting a country; we need to select a place which will be favorable in as
many aspects as possible -

1. Need .

2. A country which is friendly to the U.S., where an American agency will be welcomed,
and allowed to operate with relatively little hindrance

3. A country with a relatively stable government (areas where Communism has already
gotten a foothold will not be conducive irrespective of need--could be another Saigon)

4. Favorable tax structure; every cent we spend needs to be spent constructively to
ensure providing child benefits, not to feed the coffers of the national government or
the lower echelons

5. Local conditions
a. Cooperation of local government
b. Cultural and religious sentiments regarding the programs functions; i.e., dietary
restrictions, etc.

C. Indonesia and Malaysia are in Victor's judgement two of the more likely places to start

D. Procedure for fact finding and gathering background information about Indonesia and
Thailand

1. Contact their embassies in Washington, D.C.; determine how completely they meet
the criteria

2. Contact U.S.A.I.D. in Washington, D.C.; determine if grants are available to American
agencies in these countries

3. Contact other institutions (universities, churches, etc.) that have existing programs in
these countries; obtain such pertinent information they will share

4. On the basis of the information thus gathered, go to the country selected as the better

choice, complete fact-finding, negotiate a contract with its government, and start the
program.

E. Welcome House will be formally requested to help in the following ways
1. Allow Mary Graves to assist in the execution of the action plan
2. Continue financial assistance
3. Formalize a sister agency relationship with our fledging agency, and as such, assist in
policy formulation

F. The Welcome House Board has formally decided to actively & fully participate in this
exploratory & investigative phase.

July 28, 1975




To the Board of Directors
Welcome House Adoptive Parents Group, Inc.
Doylestown, Pennsylvania 18901

Dear Board Members:

We have examined the balance sheet of the Welcome House Adoptive Parents
Group, Inc. at March 31, 1975 and the related statement of receipts and
disbursements for the year then ended. Our examination was made in accordance
with generally accepted auditing standards, and accordingly included such tests of
the accounting records and other auditing procedures considered necessary in the
circumstances. Our examination of receipts was limited to amounts recorded as being
received since it is impractical to apply other auditing procedures to solicited funds.

In our opinion, subject to the above limitation, the accompanying balance sheet
and related statement of receipts and disbursements in excesg,of receipts for the year
then ended in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles applied on a
basis consistent with the prior year.

Respectfully submitted,

Sullivan, Booz & Co.
WELCOME HOUSE ADOPTIVE PARENTS GROUP, INC.
STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS & DISBURSEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 1975

RECEIPTS
General Dues & Donations $ 6316
Vietnam Fund 31 568
Interest Income 490
TOTAL RECEIPTS $38 374
FUND DISBURSEMENTS
Donations Vietnam American Children’s Fund $21 472
Newsletter 2688
Picnic Expense 2257
TOTAL FUND DISBURSEMENTS 26 417
NET CASH BEFORE OPERATING EXPENSES $11 957
OPERATING EXPENSES
Advertising $ 6540
Printing & Stationery 1469
Travel : 1399
- Office Expense, Postage 1093
Telephone 822
Legal & Accounting 775
Publicity 343
Insurance 326
Medical Expense 209
Registration Fees 100
General Expense 60
TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES 13136
NET DECREASE OR CASH RECEIPTS OVER DISBURSEMENTS ($ 1179)
TOTAL CASH APRIL 1, 1974 ‘ $10767
Less: Net Decrease in Cash 1179
TOTAL CASH MARCH 31, 1975 $ 9588
i ikl (o} OUSE ADOPTIVE PAREN
PUBLISHED IN JANUARY, MAY \éVOE;C%;AE ki : it U.S. Postage Paid
1o0z.
AND OCTOBER OF EACH YEAR BY DOYLESTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 18901 Permit No. 182
THE WELCOME HOUSE ADOPTIVE Reading, Pa.
PARENT GROUP, INC.
EDITOR: ALBERTA COHEN
R.D. NO. 4 BOX 152A Friends Of The Children of Vietnam FIRST CLASS
QUAKERTOWN, PA. 1¢ 600 Gilpin St,
ANNUAL DUES $5.00 Denver, co 80218 N

(INCLUDES SUBSCRIP
“THE WELCOMER”)




n VN 'l'lma:g Tin left
d-chober for Vietnam ‘with
1,548 returning refugees aboard, it went
‘without the captain who first agreed to
Oeommand
~ Instead, ﬂ-year-old Nmen Truc—a
§ veteran officer of the French and South "
pwmamese navies—-was quietly helping = '
products that day at Denver
; ;Soafonds Ine,, 3315 Walnut St. A
) “I’mlikeaﬁshonfhesandnow”he
smiles

- NOT CERTAIN _
* Truc doesn’t know whether he would

) \

Hedom’tknowifhewwldhave found(l
* his wife and six children still in the mid-

dleclass home he owned in Saigon.

mcsheandnothmgoforfmmthem. 4
he does knmow, and talks about
.embarassment, is the sadness,

‘the Joneliness of resettling without lusd

»'&nﬂyhanﬂmvhonelanwgeheix'

. Struggling to master. .
_%wkumhe'shaﬂedbywmeuoo
acawered

refugées now throughout the

United States and Canada for skippering
‘them on an epic, weeklong voyage in a -
 1,000-ton, shallow-draft coastal freighter,
the Anh Tuan, from Saigon port fo
gc Bay in ﬂu Phﬂxppm dx months

..,A

\3

:IEMEBS
& Many ‘of those _
DﬂmtoDmVerandwrittenofﬂwiradmi
ration for his courage and leadership at
‘that time. One of them ig the last mayor
deaigon, Do Kien Nhieu, a former briga-
generﬂnowmeﬁledmctﬂorado
-Springs. i o
.“Idon’tlmowthefuture Truc said
through a translator recently in the home
ofamdad“lucoeptmysimuonmd,
5 B ;, meuyeoncem is-my new life. I‘m
to port. . ; ten a job fo

tacts for such work.”



—WEDouy eImparassment; Is the sadness; -
the loneliness of resettling without hiaQ
hilyiuanahnuwhuelangnlgeb

_,"ver Sept 30, ¢ :"
fﬁsseafoods:ob '

» 2 i » P :‘
Aug: 15. There he was asked by senior
in the repatri:

rejofnd!fhe navytwo ears later.
He. commanded coastal patrol._boats American- icials to capt;

from northem provinces at the port of to rejoin their families . . .’ ; E
SNgmthqdaybefomtheTMewgovan- Bnt'rmcaaidhedidn'tforesae via;f
ment’ collspsed Iast Aprﬂ 29 Tx'uc quickly lenée And that s what began as the more i



; THE 1 OOO-TON TUAN WAS SHIP TIUC SKIPPERED DURING FAlI. OF SAIGON .
Truc was gfrmd ship would capsize whon he quickly reversed gears in port of Saggon April 29.~

al Revolu’uonuy
-Saigon as a peq:
; qlement.

Hedoesn’t Enor
his wife and six

hu

i POR‘I‘RAIT OF TRUC AS PATROI.-BOA'I COMMANDR COMES FROM I-Ils I.OGBOOK
.~,.,H|s *poem, \grmon qver oover of populor wng, oquutu hh wife to ﬁghthouse guudmg him sufely fg port

— - — W M ‘!l\

. up.” he said. “F

. ’ _tacts for such w

® Truc also ¢z
: visiting and ren

e wet



- surec adoptlve agencies that “No-
 body’s going o take your baby away.” |

to “Now all of a sudden, they’re saying,
ginamese. ., i ;

- Mrs. Summeno’? ms s Welch‘
thkmmM%'howahtﬂe
‘ovet,gygarold.m}], _ portfor
: The c&l}f‘;trma s:;it ‘was- ﬁledbym g; that eonﬁdentxahty Pprovisions m adopﬁan
' Distriet in San Francisco by 2 laws prevent parents the-

York-based oﬂldd' gxe mxﬁm%’?im

e ?’:M D e e G
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Aprﬂsheiudparentsmas- “'!Hsmlingisgoh;_
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sured by adoptive agenuics ihat . “No-

' Denver Post Stalil Writer body’s going to take your hany away.”
. A Lakewood woman is anpealing to "Now all of a suddan, they're 585 ing,
those who adopted ait fel Vietnamese ‘We're losing, and thev might take your

children to fight a Colifernin Jawsuit  haby away i
5 which threstens 10 roinra shue to Viet- She poted that Wendy Grant, dicector of
pam Fricnds For All Childeen, wroie parcils
Mys. Robert Swomers of 183 & Velch last week, advisin® thorn that the sult is
Circle (ook in one child, 31iki, now a little  goiag poorly and stwnosbid oy might
' cupport for  wang 1o fird thei :
baidred. 1 Ars. Su
filed in U.S. that conid
- District Court in S3n i 1 New  laws prey
York-hased gidup ¢ ¢ for npames of otz
Constitutional Rigols. The la was  Apparcatl)
brought in behalf of fhres childien flown  have seen fit o hond
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By CHRIS WHITBECK

-

over a vear old. Shz oing
Adoptiv e Pavent L !

The Californ

Jahilornia
¢ RS
y. “3o

" o= g here on the aithiit. et
b fTne suit aliepes that fue fheed Jhildren - they know who we are, Bite b don't know

i

ly — ugainst the each other.”
s tp yeyresent  And, she anied,

airlifi under formation they necu un Al

sirpilar circumstances and bave them re-  Sarah Jane Cowen, attorney for Friends -

turned to Vietaan. for All Ciildren, confivmed that the case

+ Neither the purenls of the children or isn't going weil.

the adoptive agencies ek handled their  FILES OPEL Foth

placements wieic puned as defendonts.  She said {he federal disteict court and

The Iawsuit named the U.S. sceretary of federal appeals courl in San Francisco

state, the secretury of Gelenid, the attor- have permitted the plaintiifs to see files

| were rought here u
¢ will of thelr pa: wits, i
* gll ckildren brought on the

o il the in

ney general and other federal officials.
INTERVENORS IN SULT |

—— =

4 However, two adoplive agencies,
o Friends of All Children, and the Friends
- oi the Children of Victnam, have inter-

vered.

\ 4 “@e don’t think the vested interest of
{2 children is being considered at all,”
s, The plaintiffs,

31 stested Mrs. S
‘he 'said “would suggest we fore

cuildren vut of the arms of thioir loving

vorents. That's nob teue.

on ail ‘chikiren, with the proviso that the
district conet may josue appeopriaie pro-
tective orders removing irrelevant con-
fidential material abaut the parents,
 She also noted {hat the attorneys for
the adoption agencies Jezally can't rep-
resent the pareats.

All we can do for the parents, ehe
said, is say, ‘s a Lawyer. it’s not much
of an answer.” v

Mrs Joanne Thompson, 1533 B Costilla
Blvd., Englewaad, hielping to organize

She noted that when Miki arrived last  Adoptive Parents of airlity Children, said
i 4pril the child weighed only 7 pounds, one of her primary cotict

viis 15 the effadt

end ‘suffexed’ from §
and pneumonia.
Last April, she said, parents were as-

evere malnutrition the suit will have upon all foreign adop-
i a0 o, fens.

“This riling is going lo scare people

off.” :

~m= =\ . Mrs. Summers sxid the goals of the

\  -new organization are “to hire our owil
atiorney,” to raise funds to fight the law
suit; and to keep the parents informed of
what happens in the sut. ‘

1f all fails, said Mrs. Thonpson, the
3 parents will ai Jeust have ‘‘cther people

to call on in case soniwone from immnigra-

& g
‘ . tion comes and tries {0 take our child

ik heed
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| state, the secretary of defense, the attor

Y. MERVENogs IN SUIT h dxstrlct; court may issue appropriate Pros
- -Howevery Awo gdoptwe agencies, _»}llactivq -orders removing irrelevant con-
Fnends of All éhlldrem and the Friends fidential material abaut the paren
~ of tho Children of Viefmem, have infer 4 She also noted that the attorneys for i
8 ven&d, ; it the adoption agencies legally can't Tep- i
3 don’t thirik the veste& ml‘e : resent the pareats. i
e thﬂ en is being considered &b all”> All we ean do for the parents, she E
. protested Mrs. Summers. The plamtz s, id, 1ssay, “see alawg' ‘It’._s_x;ot much. ! .
| ghe’said “would suggest we fore tha fananeer: i n ceb CUAGRES e
. children out of the arms of them loving  * Mrs Joanne Thompson, ?553 E! Costilla . .. -
. parents, That's nof true.”” ' Blvd “Englewood,  helpiug to organize
‘She noted that when Miki arrived laf p}r‘w Parents. of Airlift. Children, said . -
- | April the child weighed only 7 pounds*" i one rimary concerns is the effee
4 and Suffered from severe malnutrition  th have upon au foreign“ '
% and pneumonia. (o
o Last April, she saxd paren_ : mhng is golng to acare people
r Mrs. Summers. smd the gogls of the1 il
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B cﬂmswnmmcx d by adoptiv ;
‘Denver Post Staff Writer body’s going o take your baby away."s
Lakewood woman is appealing to = “Now all of a suddei, they're saymg,
ﬁ!ose who adopted au'hfted Vietnamese «‘We're losing, nnd they might take your
~ children fo fight' a California Tawsuit Dby away ' s
.Which threaeens 1o refurn some o Viet- * She noted that Wendy Grant, director o!
na iy ‘Friends For All Childven, wrote parents
o Mrs Robert 8ummers of 1826 S Welch ast week, advising them that the suit is
\éu'cle took in one child, Miki, now a littl oing poorly and suggesting they  might i
_over a year old. She is urgmg support. fo ant to find their owa lawyers, ‘
g AdOp{wa Parents of Airlift-Children, Mrs, Sammers said @ major probi
The California suit was filed in U.S. . that identiality provisions in ado;»txon
* District Court in San Francisco by a New ,wa prevent parents from obi umm:, the:
York-based group called the Center for *nafmes of othar patents.' . 3
_ Constitutional Rights. The lawsuit wa Apparently “the courts in Cahfornla,
 brought in behalf of three children flown ~have seen fit to hand over @il our names = =~ ©
here on the airlift. to the plaintiifs,” she said bitterly, “So &' ' -
The sult allepes thai the three «hildmnmheykhow who we are, but we, dcm’t know"' fhavagi o
ve hrought here illegally — against the - each other.” . ; '
L of their parents. If seeks to represent: =+ And," she added “mymm hﬂﬁﬁ A
all- chﬂdren brought on the airlifi. under formation they need on Miki.’ ' lg
‘similar circumstances and have. thev Sarah Jane Cowen, attorney for Fnendé ,
turned to Vietnam. for All Children, cnnﬁrmed t.hat the case’’
isn’t going well.
FIL  OPENED
. placements were named as defendants. ' She said. the fedeml distrk,t o .
- The lawsuit named fhe U.S. secretary of * federal appeals court in San Francisco _
_have permitted the plaintlifs to see files = -
n ail ‘children, with the proviso that the = %

i
’-

- ney general and other federal ofﬁcia

ganlmtlon are “to hin
e ! to raige funds to figh ‘;:the law -
EMd 5 Xath the parents. informed o!% ‘
what happens in the suit.. .
If all fails, said Mrs, Thompson, the
pare wbnmilx: at least have “‘other people i
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Lawyer blasts

court delay
~on Babylift

nymvmanENngm 4

: Mrefhoffammmmmiéww'cm-

dren brought to the United States in Operation
Babylift have been kept in a legal state of limbo
and risk having details of their private lives
brought into open court, an attorney for a
Denver-based adoption agency charged
Tuesday.

CarlEkhmd, IawyerforthanmdsofCtnl
dren in Vietnam, a volunteer that

brought 435 children into the , said a

suit filed in California nscammgtheproblems
Eklund and attorneys for another Colorado

agency, Friends for All Children, are seeking to
-utervenemthesmtmbehaltofﬂleaffected’

. families.

'I‘hesmtwasfiledonAprdw lWS,mUS

- District Court for Northern California on behalf
. of three chil broughttothlseoutrydtmng

. Operation Babylift. Named as defendants were

mdasbdthateffombemadetommteﬂxe € im

children with their families in Vietnam. -
The suit was submitted as a “class action,”
uh:chmeanstbat:t

Eklund said a number of these files have al-.
ready been turned over o the . He said
that none of this information perﬁnattoﬂ:e

race and wac avantly tha $rma Af efae bl

]




8 uimilies,

cev wumwen U0 tne country, said a

. suit filed in California is causing the problems.

Eklund and attorneys for another Colorado

?’wymmmm}mmmm
mvalemthes\ntmbehalfottheaﬁectedf

The suit was filed on April 30, 1975, in US.
3 Dlsu-u:tcounforﬂather?mcmfm

. of three brought to this country during

- Secretary ffabState Henry Kismnger, Secretary

of Defense James Schiwnger, Atty. Gen. Ed-

déignatedclass,thesmtaskedﬂmtthe“full
and completé-records of each and every Viet-
namese child”’ be examined to determine if the

child was properly brought into the country. -
: 'l‘hewsatitlsnovymiheagmpmonﬂl,mdhas

~yet to go to trial on the real iSsues in the case.

- But according to Eklund it hds caused consider-

able emotional distress to many families who
fear they risk seeing their adoptlve children de-
ported. P

'l‘hatm’tanumnedxateprospect,bmmdmd
said he is disturbed ny a t court decision
that ordered that U.S. Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service files be urned over to the
gﬁmnﬁssomeycandeten&\ewhwh‘ children

into the designated class

The order was issued by the Ninth U.S.

Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals with the proviso that -

information not &:tinent to the issue
screened from the A

be
Included in these filés, Bkiund said, Is inti-

mateandpersonalmformatxonahwtﬂxefanu :

_lies wishing to adopt the children. The informa

tion originally was gathered under a of
strict confidentiality. The files informa-
tion on marital relations within the families as

mwamMMmismmwmé

case and was exactly the type of information

the court had ordered to be screened. ’
Eklund estimated that between 70 and 86

Babyﬁftmwhveinthe()olor:&-Wyounng A

‘MMmMmﬁﬂMJthm
d’




Susan

Summers

nwatches her

13-

\‘!‘/hw"]ﬂ"

he /«w” he
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returned to

\/int

" “other

: .;3 , fore the Communist takeover, -

~ dren adopted by

A Lakewood/ mother is one of hundreds
the country caught in an interna-

_* throughout
- tional dispute tha may decide whether she can.
: keep her Vietnamese child.

Mrs. Susan Summers’ 13-month-old “adopt-’

~ed” child, Miki Hyvong, was brought to the

United States from Vietnam exght months ago
in Operation Baby Lift.
the child is allowed to sta;

pmdontheoutcomeofasmtbemg now
in San Francisco U.S. District Co

Nelmeerlunorhxsparentsmmmedln
mesmt,eventlmghtbpohud'sfatcmyrest
ontheoutcome

Miki,ofcomse,isobliviouatotheemfeoon-
, troversy. Last Friday, during the most recent
hearing, he was sitting in his baby-tender in the
hvmgmom, pemively munching a Cheerio.

“When Miki came here he was 6 months old
and weighed 7 pounds. Hehadncketsandsome
ases,”” Mrs. Summers said. “No
mother would have treated him that way,” she
smdmstatmgherbehefthechﬂdwasan

orphan.
Nevertheless, attorneys are argmng whether

- the babies were brought here in violation of

international law and should be returned — and
whether many of them were put in orphanages
in South Vietnam by their true parents Just be-

-

CLOSER TOGETHER
Meanwhile, Miki and other Vletmmese chxl
American families are becom-
ing mcreasmgly zittached to their adoptnve
parents.
Dubbed the “baby lift case,” its resolm:on
_will take months. :

Involved in the case are: |,

—The U.S. government, speclftcally Secre-
tary of State H Kissinger, former Defense
' Secretary Jan::l}chlesmger, Atty. Gen. Ed-
ward Levi and other government and military,
officials who participated in Operation Baby\
Lift. They are the defendants.

—Muoi McConnell, a former nurse who had
worked in American hospitals in .Vietnam.
Versed in Vietnamese, shewasamoogthe
group that initially took care of the Baby Lift
children when-they disembarked in San Fran-

cisco and were quartered in the Presidio com-
pound She is the plaintiff.

—The Center for Constitytional Rights, whose
most famous member is radical lawyer Wil-
liam-Kunstler, is handling the case

T S T Y AR

famlly

Rocky Mountain News-—5

week allowed them to intervene as interested

ies.

—North Vietnam, not really involved in the

. It has
ation

suit, but involved in the ‘contro
charged the U.S. action’in executing

Baby Lift ‘was tantamount to kidnaping and a

violation of international law.

—The U.S. Immigration and Naturalization
Servnce,chargedbythecourtt’oinvesh_gawtbe |

background of each Vietnamese child.

—Several international organizations, includ- :
ing the International Union for Child Welfare,

which have been sugcgi‘elalsted as the intermedi-

aries in tracing the children’s backgrounds in
Vietnam. AT
HUMANITARIAN MOVE

The controversy is the result of what the gov-
ernment billed a humanitarian gesture at the
end of the Vietnam War — bringing orphans
and abandoned children from Vietnam to the
U.S. for adoption.

Critics charged, however, it was a propagan-
da move aimed at swi
opinion toward helping the collapsing South
Vietnam regime.

-Although the program was marred by trage-
dy when a C5-A transport plane crashed and
killed more than 200 children, more than 2,100
were brought into the country.

American public _;

Seven adoption and relief agencies super- .

vised the placement of the children with Ameri-
can families. Three weeks after Operation

Baby Lift was cver, Miss McConnell filed suit

challenging its legality.

Miss McConnell apparently spoke to many of .

the newly arrived children, who reported!
her they had been taken from Vietmmwzhou
their parents’ knowledge and wanted to'go

Miss McConnell told her attorney that when
_Saigon was collapsing, many children who were
" neither orphans nor abandoned were placed by
their parents in orphanages for safekeeping. ’

'l‘he orphanages were like ‘‘daycare cen-
ters,” Miss McConnell’s attorney said. But
during Operation Baby: Lift the orphamges
were emptied in a wholesale manner.
UNRESPONSIVE

Miss McConnell contacted U.S. officials
about the problem, but they were unresponsive,
according to her attorney.

The complaint charged the children were
brought to the United States against their will
and that of their Vietnamese parents and rela-

PERERIGE | TIPSR e
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Baby Llﬂ row fouches Lakewood family

NEWS PHOI10O8Y JOHN GORDON

. tional

o / fore the Communist takeover, "’_

A Lakewood/ mother is one of hundreds

‘the country caught ‘in an interna-

dispute that may decide whether she can.
keepherVIetnamesechud. ¢

Mrs. Susan Summers’ 13-month-old “‘adopt-"

. ed” child, Miki Hyvong, was brought to the

- United States from Vietnam gnghtmonths ago

in tion Baby Lift.
the child is allowed to stay may de-

pend on the outcome of a suit being argued now
in San Francisco U,S. District Court. ™

‘Neither Miki nor his parents are named in
mesmt,eventhoughﬂlechudstatemyrest
onthcouwome

hﬁki,e{mn-se,nsobhvxmntotheenurecon-
. troversy. Last Friday, during the most recent
hearing, hewasmttmginhubaby—temermthe
living room, pensively munching a Cheerio.

“When Miki came here he was 6 months old
and 7 pounds. He had rickets and some
~ ‘other “diseases,”” Mrs. Summers said. ‘“‘No
" mother would have treated him that way,” she
smdinstatlngherbehefthechﬂdwasan

%ﬂm attomeysareargmngwheﬂner
- the babies were t here in violation of
international law and d be returned — and
whether many of them were put in orphanages
in South Vietnam by their true parents just be-
CLOSER TOGETHER N

- Meanwhile, Miki and other Vietnamese chxl-
drenadopted American families are becom-
ing increasi yattachedtotlmradoptxve
parents.

Dubbed the “baby lift case,” its resolution

Involved inthe case are:

—The U.S. government, specifically Secre-
tary of State Henry Kissinger, former Defense
Secretary James Schlesinger, Atty. Gen. Ed-
ward Levi and other government and military

officials who participated in Operation Baby

Lift. They are the defendants.

—Muoi McConnell, a former nurse who had
worked in American - hospitals in Vietnam.
Versed in Vietnamese, she was amopg the
group that ‘initially took care of the Baby Lift
children when-they disembarked in San Fran-
cisco and were quartered in the Presidio com-
pound. She is the plaintiff.

—The Center for Constitutional Rights, whose
most famous member is radical lawyer Wil

week allowed them to intervene as inten
parties.

—North Vietnam, not really involved it
suit, but involved in the ‘controversy. It
charged the U.S. action'in executing Oper:
Baby Lift ‘was tantamount to kidnaping a
violation of international law.

—The U.S. Immigration and Naturaliz
Service, ‘by-the court to investigat
background of each Vietnamese child. = |

—Several international organizations, inf
ing the International Union for Child Wel
which have been suggested as the intern
aries in tracing the children’s backgroun(
Vietnam.

HUMANITARIAN MOVE

The controversy is the result of what the
ernment billed 'a’ humanitarian gesture a
end of the Vietnam War — bringing orp
and abandoned children from Viemam "1
U.S. for adoption.

Critics charged, however, it was a prope
da move aimed at s American p
opinion toward helping the collapsing §
Vietnam regime. -

Although the program was. marred by ti
dy when a C5-A transport plane crashed
killed more than 200 children, more than
were brought into the country.

Seven adoption. and relief agencies s
vised the placement of the children with Ar
can families. Three weeks after Oper:
Baby Lift was over, Miss McConnell filed
challenging its legality.

Miss MeConnell apparently spoke to mai
the newly arrived children, who reportedly
her they had been taken from Vietnam wif
their - parents’. knowledge and wanted t

Miss McConnell told her attorney that

_Saigon was collapsing, many children who

neither orphans nor abandoned were place
their parents in orphanages for safekeeping

The orphanages were like ‘‘daycare
ters,” Miss McConnell’s attorney sa!d
were emptied inawholesalemanner
UNRESPONSIVE

Miss ‘McConnell contacted U.S. offi
about the problem, but they were unrespor
according to her attorney.

The complaint charged the children
hrmnght to the Unlted %tatos agamst their

f their Vietnarmese pare



-~

o

| #)7=3

) ez

al at the hospital al /. @ p.u.,

Hamden, Conn., home by
ambulance, hospital spokes-

'“manPaulT ylor said. .The

ofdeatbwasnetlm-

mv'gqﬁxstwasmmsfor
“The Bridge of San

focmedon

- Renewed interest
« “Wilder in 1963 when he receiv-

ed the Presidential Medal of
- Freedom, highest civilian cita-
tlon by the federal govern-

In 1964 “Hello Dolly” arrived
‘on Broadway, increasing
Wilder’s fame. Based on his
1954 play “The Matchmaker, "
it eventually became Broad-
way's longest running musical.

His book ‘“The Eighth Day”
was published in 1967.

Wilder was born in 1897 at
Madison, Wis., where his fa-

ﬂlerAmos,waseditorofa

Whenhewasa hlsfather

© Wilder’s fust novel “l‘he
;:abala,” was publlshed in
nm, the same year his first
-play, ‘“The Trumpet Shall
: " was produced.
-~ Wilder later taught at the

- University of Chicago, from
29& to 1936, and held an honor- |

pmwisorshxpofpoetryat

Harvardm 1950-51.

During World War II, Wilder
servedmththeUS ArmyAu'
Forces Intelligence in North
Afnca

- Wilder didn’t believe a man

d spend much time in his
gwnpemoualpast,hesaxdma
© 198 interview.

“% “I erase as I go along,” he

“said. “I look forward so much I

" have only an unpeﬁect memo--

1a’yforthelmst. WAL

\clJunO v e
tomterestthecommumty "

“l am interested in the
drives that operate in society
and in every man,” he said in
1961. “‘Pride, avarice and envy
are in every home:

“Because we live in the 20th

have to use the comic spirit.
No statement of gravity can be
adequate to the gravity of the

Marxist knows war 1S iy e
work of capitalists.

“Wars and human disasters
come from the ugly unresolved
things in us, just as earth- .
quakes come from ugly un-
resolved things in nature, ﬂle
cooling of the earth’s crust. =

“I have no patience with ::eo-
ple who say they love nature
and go out to look at a field on
Sunday afternoon. Our fami-

in which we live.”
in 1962 that fe

(Oonﬁnned_lrom page 5)

frivolous by the adoption agencies, the court

didn’t drop it. ,

The Immigration Service found 1,460 Baby
Lift children eligible for adoption under U.S.
law. However, 225 children couldn't be proven
to be orphans. About 60 have yet to be
investigated.

But both the adoption agencies and the attor-
ney for Miss McConnell, Nancy Stearns, have
been critical of the lmmigration Service
findings.

The service has moved too slowly in process-
ing the children, thereby increasing the anguish
of those who must return, according to Mrs.

5

The attorney representing the government in

lies, the way. we live with our
; fellow mien, areapartofm—‘.
‘the Sovxet govemment had ture too o 2

r have diplomatic relation

e agencies allowed to
Friends for All Children, Frier
Vietnam, and the Holt Adoptic
gene, Ore., representmg z

It nowappearsthatthe
about tracing the chil

him continue to grow in
ty unaware of the forces

- case, John Kooney, agrees the trial should

B
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REALTOR RICHARD MEYERS

s new, agency for some 6,500 Viemqtbnme.‘. i

DR P 17 B Lo
(2 UL WP 2 |

% matters.

':HUMAN SERVICE AGENCY ‘,f

r Tt 4 drs e 4 3 s "
,_.b).la)';lff
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 Stafe's Vlef Refugees Alded

By GLENN TROELSTRUP

Denver Post Staff Writer
A human-services agency for
the estimated 6,500 Vietnamese
refugees in Colorado has been
set up by a group of refugees
and their sponsors, headed by
Denver Realtor Dick Meyers.
The new, nonpolitical Colora-

¢ do Association for Refugees and

sponsors will provide day-to-day
services for troubled refugees.
About 5,000 of them are in the
Denver metropolitan area. ¥

Such services haven't been
available through Cathoiic Com-
munity Services or the Luther-
an Services Society. Both agen-
cies have been involved in mov-
ing refugees from -camps to
communities but haven’t had
the personnel or funding io get
involved in - social-ad]ustment

8 ON COMMITTEE
. The association already has

ndttee headed by Meyers :The
eight.:also serve on tentative
communications and organiza-
tions committees to coatact the
refugees ' in -Colorado, inform

them of the association’s activi-|!

ties and gather data on avail-

-|able services for them.

Meyers stressed that steering
committee members are acting
as individuals .and not repre-
sentatives of other agencies or
professions with which they are

femployed or affiliated.

The members: Meyers,
M&Siﬂer' Mary
Nellie Gage, Lutheran Services
Society; Mrs.  Barbara  Movin-
go, a sponsor; Le Thi Bach
Thuy, staff coordinater, Friends|
of Children of Vietnam; Tran
Quoc Thai, a former police}'
chief in Bien Hoa Province, and

his son, Tran Dinh Dinh, a uni-|Self.

versity student, and Prof. and
Mrs. Chu Cong. Cong is ‘a
former University of Danang

an eight-member steering com-

Ifllll'J

111l1~

ivee

teacher and refugees’ English-
language adviser for Adams
County School Dlstncta, 1, 12,
114 and 50. :
‘SUDDEN EXILE’ ° \{

Meyers said Wednesday the
association’s sole purpose is to
“aid and guide Vietnamese and
their sponsors in obtaining
those things necessary to be-
come productive American citi-
zens.”

Bach Thuy added that “the
pain of sudden exile” strongly
affects each refugee and their
sponsors. “‘The refugees have
looked : around - for a good
human-servicesfacility and
have found one..

1 “‘One girl comzmtted sucnde
in Boulder a month ago,” she
continued. “Anothér young
‘woman attempted to kill her-
children have
problems at school. Other ref-
 ugees are sick in hospitals but

don’t have a good translator so
doctors . can understand their |re
sicknesses . . . When refugees
have emotlona! problems with

' other, family. members.. they

gdon't have any domestic. coun-

a8y an mmns uunw&;-_a

|

selmg available.”

FEAR COMMUNISI‘S i
The- refugees from com-
munism in their own country ..

also are fearful of harassmqnt
by pro-Communist elements in
the United States. Meyers noted
that two Communist Vi ‘
namese-language - newspape
published in Washington,” D.(
and Santa Monica, Calif., wey
clandestinely distributed during>,
a Thanksgiving party for more -
than 200 of the refugees spon-
sored by the two church ag,en- ;
cies. -

“That almnst caused a w

out by a majority of the refu-
gees,” Meyers said, “until we :
were able to get them to rea ‘\'.\

the two agencies didn’t » N
the content of the publications =< -
and hadn’t au!homed dk. :
tnbllhon.." ;- g W % g |
Themcmmforts,edthe""“*" ||
association “fo take olle. .
to avoid - any -polifical er . }
religious overtones or affilip-
tions,” Meyers stressed. But it

will ‘cooperate with both Catho-
lic and mw nf(.'.e

mationglly. . - 5 5 ““.”Jf-{_l_, T i



-US. ‘Atrocities’ on Display

,resistance. They struggle with massive un-|j
1a week of zealous speeches, the delegates
!agreed unanimously that in the first half of
" the regicn’s traditional petty corruption tol 1976 “elections would be held to :choose uf

. their own troops. And, like many another

jble;: st s
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Postwar Problems
Vletnam Reds btrugglé

COI‘l uptlon Re51stance

Of Developing Country;|;
- First Aim: Reunification|;

—_—

g By SETH LIPSKY .
Ktaff Reporter of Tne WALL 8ruent JAu n\u
HONG KONG—Nearly eight months after
seizing Saigon, the Vietnamese Communists|,
are struggling with postwar problems al-
most as agonizing as the war itself, .
The victors in the long, bloody war in In-
dochina still struggle with scattered armed -l

employment in-the cities, with monetary
turmoil and with an ‘embarrassing spread of

-underdeveloped country, they struggle with
the intractable problems of long range eco-
nomic dwelopment

But they aren't letting these problems di-
vert them from a cherished goal: the early
reunification of the-relatively rich and easy-
going South with the more-Spartan North.

Such are the impressions brought.out of
Saigon in recent weeks by foreigners who
either remained or were trapped there dur-
ing the Communist takeover Mﬁc“ﬁh’vé‘
visited the city since then. Their impres-
sions are reinforced by the opinions of diplo-
mats, newsmen. and - corporate Indochina
"watchers and by Communist nev.rs releases
and Proadcasts {from Vietnam,-
““American Atrocities” Museum | 1

Visitorg to the city say the visible signs||
of the long American presence are fading||
fast. The American embassy, of course, isji
closed and deserted; not far away, 8 mu-
seum of “American atrocitigs’ has opened. ||
The girlie bars along Tu Do Street are|
closed. Along the road to the airport the
sign that once proclaimed that ‘the.!‘nohle
sacrifice of allied svldiers will never !pe for-
gotten” now proclaims devoﬂon to irfiepen
dence and liberty.

“In some ways ihe city stm clmgssto its
colorful past, of course, but with a grip that|,

g

e

l

is slowly slipping. While nostalgic’ Safgonele |:
cafe-goers trade farfetched rumors about},
former premier Nguyen  Cag Ky re .
retake “the’ country, thé new politicat*$6:47]
missars in the presidefitial palace chart a
socialist course Lhat pz'obably is irrevcm- :

To ensure its mwompimy ;,ge Wﬂ!" :
'nists are pushing a campo.ign 16 curb op]
tion, the reports of travelers and others
cate. Although the lnstam. bloodbath that 80

Prmsd  avemmAniler

!

"nurse who later left saye
jattempts al g 8ajgen ! i r
g Dgsplté the tough movyes, muntlury tur.

¥

'mt.m- showrng a cooier attitude, espe-
Hcially « hs Hanoi-Moscow, relations grov
.war'mer 4

reated 'suu-id'e

‘mofl ‘continues to plague the government.
Only last month, a Saigon broadcast de:

-nounced *‘bourgeoise and reactionary ele-|
With! Economlc W ogs, | meuts” that it ssa were releusing many .

‘groundless rumors” as part of a scheme to

mee

i

{@gdiscredit the people’'s revolutionary eur-| =

.rency,” an apparent reference to the new A
ibank notes.

And amid the n‘iajor economic 'problema. .

th tty ti I 1
They Also Face a Long Task e e e s

_partly from a source that embarrasses the|

gers on comes

.Communists—their own forcus. Some travel-
!ers say North Vietnamese soldicrs in Saigon
{have been trafficking in canned milk, ciga-

réts and cement at black-market prlces 47
JSome suggest that well-connceted individu-|
als can purchase exit papers. To some visi-|

tors, Hanoi otficials have acknowledged

iwhat they call “mistakes” by lower-ranking|’
aldes In Saigon, and such corruption—a fa-|:
vorite Communist accusation ugninst the old|:
“[|regtme—1s what the officials
{in mind. H
Desplte the economic wous, however, pol i

seemed to hnve

itles “apparéntly preoccuples official think-
ing; the Communists’ first priority is reuni-

{tication of the country, Last mounth—sooner|

than many observers had expectéed—reunifi-
cation talks were convened in Saigon. After

‘“‘common national assembly for “the ‘whole
country’’ that would devise a constitution for
a “‘unified Vietnam.'

The conference, one skeptic al Amerlcan
says, was the “ceremonial-hurial of the p
pet'’—the puppet being the provxsionat*re\/o-
lutionary government of South Vietnam that

EL Sy e

had been estahlished in 1969 to participate in
the Paris peace talks. Key decisions now, al
all along, are being made by the Vietnam
iWetkers Party, the Communist parly that
contrals, the Hanol governmer U R e
Possible Help at UN

Although reunification seems unlikely to
provide quick solutions to economic: ! prob-
Iems, it ‘could remove one difficuity in Viet-
nam’s effort to gain admission to the United

| Natlons.- The country had been seeking twp
1seats, one for the North and one for .the

South, but last August the U.S. vetoed the
application. How the U.S would react {o a
Vietnamese bid for a single x;at lmsn't been

' made clear, however. e
Reunification also could have far more/;

important political effects throughout South-
east Asia. North Vietnam slready conirals
the second-largest army in the area (after

| China’s), ang non-Communist neighboring
‘| nations are wary even though North. Viet-

nam hasn't pesed any new threats to them.
(Earlier this -month, Laos became a
t‘people’s republic™under a. Communist gov-

{l ernment that owes much to Hanoi, but thel:

changeover was long expected, long -dis-
wuated an% bloodjess.) A unified Vietnam

eople *¢ould become WIthim
five years the dominant power in Southeast
Asia, man yobservers believe, as well 'as B

leading example of successful revolution. - :
ol - Perhaps in fear of being so eclipsed,

A s

et P+

™ -.,..Ju T

PR it o

E e A

‘re key.wartim 3 backgr.of North Nist

N,

ms




© 1975 Dow Jorm & Company, Inc,

VA L Ljﬂ_ﬂ.%jiwﬁb

Al Ry

g

VOL. CLXXXVI NO. 122

8 ij

¥ EpITION

TMONDAY, DFCEMBER

=
)

-y

Poétwar Problems
Vietnam Reds Struggle
With Economic Woes,

Corruption, Resistance|,

They Also Face a Long Task
Of Devcloping Country;
First Aim: Reunification

——

US. ‘Atrocities’ on Display|;

By SETH LIPSKY

Staff Reporter of Tne WALL Stueey Joonsar,

HONG KONG—Nearly eight months after
seizing Saigon, the Vietnamese Communists
are struggling with postwar problems al-|
most as agonizing as the war itself,

The victors in the long, bloody war in In-
dochina still struggle with scattered armed
 resistance. They struggle with massive un-
employment in the cities, with monetary
turmoil and with an embarrassing spread of
the regicn's traditional petty corruption to
their own .troops. And, like many another
underdeveloped country, they struggle with
the intractable problems of long range eco-
nomic development.

But they aren't letting these problems di-
vert them from a cherished goal: the early
reunification of the relatively rich and easy-
going South with the more-Spartan North.

Such are the impressions brought out of
Saigon in recent weeks by foreigners who
ejther remaired or were trappcd there dur-
ing the Communist takeover or who*hfive
visited the city since then. Their impres-
sions are reinforced by the opinions of diplo-

~mats, newsmen and corporate Indochina
watchers and by Communist news releases
and breoadcasts from Vietnam..
“““American Atrocities” Museum |

Visitors to the city say the visible signs
of the long AmeTrican presence are fading
fast. The American embassy, of course, 'is

‘

closed and deserted; not far away, & mu-|
seum of “Amcrican atrocitigs’” has opened.|.

The girlie bars along Tu Do Street are
closed. Along the road to the airport, the

sign that ence proclaimed that the “‘nohle|

sacrifice of allied soldiers will never bc for-
gutten" now proclaims devotion to inucpen
dence and likerty.

In some ways the city still clmas to its
colorful past, of course, but with a grip that

is slowly slipping. While nostalgic Saigoneke

cafe-goers trade farfetched rumors about},

former premier Nguyen Cao Ky retuming

"moll continues to plaguc the government,

"nurse who later left o -
attempls ail o Saiga
. Despitd the luubn i

ted suiclde

eb, mnunetary ture

Only last month, a Snigon broadcast de-f
‘nounced '‘bourgeoise and reactionary ele-
‘ments” that it said were ‘‘releasing many|.
_groundless rumors’” as part of a scheme to
.“discredit the people’s revolutionary cur-
rency,” an apparent reference to the newl:

And amid the rﬁajox ecunoniic jproblems,
ithe petty corruption thut 1 Lt '8 on comes
partly from a source that m.mnuk:es the
.Communists—their own foices. Sone travels
'ers say North Vietnamese scliicrs in Saigon
!have been trafficking in cunved milk, ciga-
jrets and cement at bluck-uuarket prices.
"Some suggest that well-connccled individu-
~als can purchase exit paper:. To some visi-|'
jtors, Hanoi officials have uscknowledged
what they call ‘““mistakes” nhv lower-ranking|
aides in Saigon, and such ¢ 1ruption—a fa-|:
vorite Communist accusati o uygainst the old|
regtme--1s what the officiali t cemed to havel:
in mind. ;

Despite the economic wue., however, pol-|.
itlcs ‘appareéntly preoccupic. official think-|;
ling; the. Communists’ first priorvity is reuni-
tication of the country. Lust month—sooner|
fthan many observers had expected—reunifi-
|cation talks were convencd in Saigon. After
1a week of zealous speeches, the delegates
1agreed unanimously that in the first half of|;
1976 elections would be heli to choose af
i“COmmon national assembuly for the whole|,
1eountry’ that would devize a constitution for|;
ia “unified Vietnam."
] The conference, one skeptical American
i{ says, was the “ceremonial turial of the pup-}
{pet’’—the puppet being Whe provisional revo-|:
{lutionary government "of South Vietnam that {
had been establlshed in 1049 to participate in}!
llthe Paris peace talks. Key decisions now, asf!
Tall along, are being made by the Vietnam}
sWarkers Party, the Communist party thatjy
! conu;cxls the Hanol governic: it R
TPossible Help at UN

Although reunitication secins unlikely to
provide guick solutions to economic prob-|.
lems, it could renmove one difficulty in Viet- |
nam's effort to gain admission to the United
Nations. The country had boen seekh];, two
seats, one for the North and one by the
' South, but last August the U.S. vetoed the
il application. How the U S would react to a|;
| Vietnamese bid for a 5% 5.a reat haan't been

o
i i
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made clear, however.

Reunification also could have far morej,
ipiportant politicul effects thraughout South-|*
Teast Asia. North Vieinam siceady conivols f
the second-largesi army in the area (after{’
China’s), and non-Comimunist neighboring]:
nations are wary even thouih Norih
I nam hasn't pesed any new threats to them.|
(Earlier this monih, Laos became “al
“people’s republic” undes o O noniunist gov- !
ernment that owes much to Hmos but thel:
changeover was long expected, long dis-
Joounted and blocdless ' A urificd Vietnam

retake the country, theé new political“¥s:a]
missars in the presidefitial palace chart a
socialist course that prohably is irrwors-
ible. ¢

To ensure its :rrever.ibmu the co'smtﬂ
nists are p.:shmg a campalgn to Turb opposi

s TG —people “could become within

.l Perhaps in fear of being so eclipsed, L

| five years the dominant power in Sc sutheast |}
Asia, man yobservers belivve, as well as ap’
leading example of successful revolution. -

.|China,-a key wariin 3 backer 2 rorih Viet
Hnam— ‘5 showing a cooier attitude, espe-

ion, the reports of travelers and others indi-

cially - hs Hanoi-Moscow relations gnw:

cate. Although the im nt bloodbath that 60
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warmer. . t
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missars in the presidefitial palace chart a

ibles - - o= ST

. tion, the reports of travelers and others

" cate. Although the instant bloodbath that 80
~ many -observers had feared apparently

hasn't occurred, the Communists aTe said to

be sending thousands of low-ranking soldiers
. and officlals of the former government {o
5 ‘“re-education’ camps, presumably for gues-

tioning and’ instruction on future behavior.
. Many of these involuntary students have
i 'been allowed to return honte to the country-

side, the Communists say. %
" Higher-ranking officials, however, appar-
ently are being kept in what one Communist
. official called “‘collective camps’ for longer
" periods. Hanol seems to fear that higher-
ranking ofticers of the old army could try
lead a resistance movement. . . .. .- ¢

Sl

‘Occasional Fighting. "~

z

' nants of the South Vietnamese army lan't

nists for months or even years. Recently
foreigners leaving Saigon have reported talk
that_such ‘soldiers have cut the road from
Dalat, & mountainous .2z cultural area

&

_ soclalist course that probably is irrevers-|.

%7 o enaurd s frrevessibliity, the Gomsani-t
. 'nists’are pushing a eampaign 16 curb opm::- '

e

The current scattered resistance by rem-|

.7 likely to threaten the new regime 'seriously, {
. ©'{ but they probably will badger the. Commu-|

Jftive years the dominant power in Southeast )i
‘| Asia, man yobservers believe, as well a5 2
leading example of successful revolution, -
4 - Perhaps in fear of being so eclipsed, |
Chinaa key.wartima backsr of North Vish
naifi =18 showing a cooier attitude, espe-
cially : hs Hanoi-Moscow. relations.  grow,
warmer. BRE Lae
"o a surprising degree, Hanol shows);
signs of wanting to avold the rigid introver-f
sion of such Communist.regimes as Northi.
Korea and, more recently, Cambodia. Tt is}
seeking trade with Westeyn nations.and is
‘I said to be trying to horrow money in Paris.
There are even indications that Hanol would
like to deal with the United States as well as}.
with Russia and China, at least to get posts
war reconstruction atd by playing the three|:
powers off against each other. -
«Three-Cushion Diplomacy” s
A The U.S., however, is undstandably umen-
“|thustastic about Vietnam playing what one
diplomat’ calls A'three-cusiion diplomacy.”f
President Ford said in Hawall after his lat-}}
| |est Asian journey, "In Indeching, the }ge,nl- g
* ing effects of time are required.” ..o
i 1" “There are signs that Hanol's officials are
{a it perplexed, and even frustrated, by haw |,
quickly the U.S., which for so many yearsf:
(~{had been so consumed by the subject off:
| |Vietnam, suddenly has become o aloof anq

; .even apathetic. '

Y
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en reported in the Mekong

threatening is massive unemployment-

;| tighting. '

. move city dwellers back to the countryside.

~ ing Cambodian Communists, who, upon tak-
<. ing Phnom Penh, harshly drove hundreds of

.- establishing what they called “new econom-

i~ ‘“‘makes the Vie't‘namesev shudder.”’

.+ Troubles With Money

> . The population problems are accompa-
. nied by monetary woes, After the takeover,
the new government announced that for the

+.gime would remain in force: in the South.
~“ And, foreigners there at the time say, a

semblance of normal trade eventually re-
sumed, although prices were erratic. .

_“valid. Traffic in and out of the city was
. halled. Residents were told to declare their
currency holdingg in preparation for turning

holdings could be banked, but not with-
~ drawn. ol g

The move electrified Saigon, and particu-

in somi A um% ‘ﬁ task nomic development that lies
by its economic dffficuithe Pu‘ll:l’cmm : ;chf\llww- fo 8 Jermy el ayont

< cities, although precise statistics on the job-| *
i - less aren't available, The problem is agm- e o Jgreng Sevclopma, B Dl
vated by the surge in the urban population| |
during 30 years of war, as people fled the
- couniryside to get out of the way of the

] “The day American ald stopped,” ' : y “af:
4 + pped,”’ says a| newspaper. Vietndm, My, T d, i £
. foreign diplomat who remained in Vietnam g e, Sy T ¥
~  some months after the takeover, “Saigon| jadded, “in terms of economy, we are stintft
couldn’t sustain itself. There was a surplus| 'small with small-scale pmdu{uon.' It takes
/. of at least two million people’” in the capital. ‘time for a small country to become rich.”
Y So now the government is struggling tof . . ~ & :

= It is being more selective than the neighbor-|

+ thousands of frightened people Into the hin-}!
terlands and nearly emptied the capital in a|
matter of days. Vietnam’s authorities are|

. ic zones.” But many Saigonese don't wantl
- to go; the very mention of the zones, says a|
. New Zealander who taught English in Viet-|
. nam for eight years and left.last month,|:

time being the currend¥ of the former re-

©.Then, without warning, ‘the government|
made a dramatic move, On Sept. 22, Sal-|.
gon’s loudspeakers blared an announcement
that the former currency wa& no longer|

e

_in their old money for new bank notes. In|
' the meantime, people were allowed to keep|'
only minimal amounts of money. Additional}

e oo S

‘of economic development that Hes|
ahead. But the Hanoi leaders are unusually|

e

P

their enemies have admired over the years. |:
- 'And ‘their current statements on the probf

‘quently soberly realistic. S A
‘When a group of Mennonites and Quakers|,
.who had been’ sending humanitarian- aid}
.were in Hanoi recently, they talked with}|.

Hoang Quang Tung, editor of Hanoi's official

.country nefther large nor small.’ But, he

~
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;j_row touches Lakewood famlly

A Lakewood mother is one of hundreds
throughout the country caught in an interna-
tional dispute that may decide whether she can
her Vietnamese child.

Susan Summers’ 13-month-old ‘“‘adopt-’
,ed"dnld,Mlleyvong,wasbrwghttoﬂle

the child is allowed to stay may de-

: on the outcome of a suit argued now
rS.;nancmoUS MW

Neither Miki nor his parents are named in_

'unu:m even though the child’s fate may rest
S on
mki,ofcom-se,lsoblivwmtomeemireeon-
troversy. Last Friday, the most recent
ll:eaﬁnghewaasltnngm
ving room, vely munching a Cheerio.
: ‘Whenm&ugmeherehemimﬂlold
‘and pmmdaﬂehadrlckatsandaume

Summers said. “No-

rmtherwould hnveu'eqtedhnmthatway."she
said in stating her belief the child was an
Nevertheless, attorneys are arguing whether

the babies were here in violation of
international law and
whethernmnyoftbemwereputmorptmg
m&nnhkummbyﬁ\elrtrwparemsm
fore the Communist takeover.
CLOSER TOGETHER

© Meanwhile, MihandmberViehmmchﬂ-
drenadq:tedbyAmerieantammmarebm
ing measmgly attaehed to thw adoptive

Dubbed the “baby hft case" its resolution
months. - ;

- - will take
Involved in the case are:

RO NS At A,

—The U.S. government, specifically Secre-
tary of State Henry Klsamger, former Defense
er, Atty. Gen. Ed-.
ward Levi and other-government and military *

James

officials who participated in Operation Baby
Lift. They are the defendants. - -

—Muoi McConnell, a former nurse who had
worked in’ American hospitals in Vietnam.
Versed in Vietnamese, she was among the
group that initially took care of the Baby Lift
children when they disembarked in San Fran-
cisco and were quartered in the Presidio com-
pound. She is the plaintiff.

—The Center for Constitutional Rights, whose
most famous member is radical lawyer Wil-
liam Kunstler, is handling the case.

-Several adoptlon agencles “including twe

f Children in Vietnam

by-temlerinthe'

beretm'ned-amigqywhenacs_

Rocky Mauntain News—3§. .

week allowed them to. mtervene as interested
ies.
paitNorth Vietnam, not really involved in the
suit, but involved in the controversy. It-has
.charged the U.S. action in executing !
Baby Lift was tantamount to hdnapmg and a
violation of international law. '
—The U.S. Immigration and Naturalization
Service, charged by the court to investigate the
background of each Vietnamese child.
—Several international organizations, includ-
ing the International Union for Child Welfare,
which have been suggested as the intermedi-
aries in tracing the children’s backgrwnds in
Vietnam.

HUMANITARIAN MOVE \
The controversy is the result of what the gov-

-emment billed a humanitarian gesture at the
_end of the Vietnam War —

. bringing orphans
and abandoned children from Vietnam to. the
U.S. for adoption.

Critics charged, however, it wasapmpagm
da move aimed at swmgmg public
opinion toward helping the collapsing” South

was marred by

Vietnam regime.
Although the
transport plane crashed
killed more than 200 children, more than 2,100
were brought into the country.
Seven adoption and relief - agencies super-

. vised the placement of the children with Ameri-

can families. Three weeks after

Baby Lift was over, Mias McComeu
challenging its legali

Miss McConnell aglparently spoke to many of
the newly arrived ¢ y told
her they had been taken from Vietnam without

“their parents” haowtedge“anil ‘wanted to go
home. -

Miss McConnell told her attomey that when

their parents in orphanages for safekeeping.
The orphanages were like ‘‘daycare cen-
ters,” Miss McConnell’s attorney said. But
during Operation Baby Lift the orphanages
were emptied in a wholesale manner.
UNRESPONSIVE
Miss McConnell contacted U.S. officials

_about the problem, but they were tmresponswe.

according to her attorney.
The complaint charged the  children were

brought to the United States against their will
and that of their Vietnamese parents and rela-
tives. It asked they be reunited.

Although the class action suit was considered



NEWS PHOTO BY JOHN GORDON

J

Mon., Dec. 8, 1975, Denver, Colo.

A Lakewood mother is one of hundreds

Ithmghwtthecountrycaughtmanmtema

that may decide whether she can
her ietnamese child.

. Susan Summers’ 13-month-old “adopt-’

ed” child, Miki Hyvong, was brought to the

'-UmwdStatesﬁmnVIetngmeightmmago

Baby Lift.
* the child is allowed to stay may de-

‘{:monmemmmoummng now

~- Neither Miki nor his

San Francisco U.S. District Court
parents are named in

 the suit, even though the child’s fate may rest
- onthe outcome.

Miki, of course, is oblivious to the entire con-
troversy. Last Friday, the most recent
heaﬂng he was sitting in his

m&enslvelymunchmga’
came here he was 6 months old

',and poundsHehadncketsamiaome

- the babies were

other . ,”” ‘Mrs. Summers said. ‘“‘No
rmﬂ:prwouldhaveheqtedhmthatway,"she
said in stating her belief the child was an

Nevertheless, attorneys are arguing whether
t here in violation of
international law and should be returned — and

.- whether many of them were put.in orphanages

mSmtthetmmbymelrtmeparentsmstbe-

fore the Communist takeo

CLOSER TOGETHER
Meanwhile, Miki and other Vietnamese chil-

madnptedbymrmntammesarebeean-

. ing mcreasinxly attached to’ then‘ adoptive

Dubbed  the “haby lift case," s renpigtion

~will take months. .. ... oy, e

Involvedmthacaseare

—The U.S. government, specifically Secre-
_tary of State Henry Kissinger, former Defense

Secretary James Schlesinger, Atty. Gen. Ed-
ward Levi and other government and military
officials who participated in Operation Baby
Lift. They are the defendants.

—Muoi McConnell, a former nurse who had
worked in ' American hospitals in Vietnam.
Versed in Vietnamese, she was among the
group that initially took care of the Baby Lift
children when they disembarked in San Fran-
cisco and were quartered in the Presidio com-
pound. She is the plaintiff.

—The Center for Constitutional Rights, whose
most famous member is radical lawyer Wil-

-tender in the

Lift row touches Lakewood f&?ﬁw

week allowed them to. intervene as
parties.

—North Vietnam, not really mvolved in
suit, but involved in the controv lt\
charged the U.S. action in executing
Baby Lift was tantamount to kidnaping an
violation of international law.

—The U.S:" Immigration and Naturalizal
Service, by the court to investigate

each Vietnamese child.

~ —Several international organizations, inc|

ing the International Union for Child Welf:
whxch have been suggested as the interm
aries in tracing the children’s background:
Vietnam.

HUMANITARIAN MOVE \

The controversy is the result of what the g
emment billed a humanitarian gesture at
end of the Vietnam War — bringing orph
and abandoned children from Vietnam to
U.S. for adoption.

Critics charged, however, it wasnpmm
da move aimed at swmging

collapsing’ Sc

opinion toward helping the
Vletnamregxme

was marred by trz
dy when a Cs-x transport plane crashed
killed more than 200 chlldren more than 2
were brought into the country.

Seven adoption and relief agencies suj
vised the placement of the children with Am
can families. Three weeks after
Baby Lift was over,‘ Mlas McConnell
dmllengmgitsle

aglparently spoke to man
the newly arrived children, who reportedl
her they had been taken from Vletnam wm

mm"wmmw

Miss McConnell told her attorney that w
Saigon was collapsing, many children who w
neither orphans nor were place(
their parents in orphanages for safekeeping.

The orphanages were like ‘‘daycare ¢
ters,” Miss McConnell’s attorney said.
during Operation Baby Lift the orphane
were emptied in a wholesale manner.
UNRESPONSIVE

Miss McConnell contacted U.S. offic
about the problem, but they were unrespons
according to her attorney.

The complaint charged the children v
brought to the United States against their

ind that of their Vietnamese parents and
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Dubbed the “baby lift ¢ase,” its resolution ~the newly arrived children, who reportedly told
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worked in ' American hospitals in Vietnam. were'emptied in a whol A le annerorpl’nnagm
Versed in Vietnamese, she was among the res v ]
group that initially took care of the Baby Lift UNRESPONSIVE '
children when thiey disembarked in San Fran- Miss McConnell contacted U.S. officials
cisco and were quartered in the Presidio com- ~about the problem, but they were unresponsive,
pound. She is the plaintiff. 5 according to her attorney. 3
—The Center for Constitutional Rights, whose The complaint charged the” children were
most famous member is radical lawyer Wil- brought to the United States against their will
liam Kunstler, is handling the case. and that of their Vietnamese parents and rela-

—8everal ion agencies, . __tives. It asked they be reunited.
of Ghil&m . Although the class action suit was considered
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and Friends for All ‘Children. The court last - (Continued on page 19)
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proceed as fast as b&ssible but defended the
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Summers watches her 13- whether he will be returned fo Viet- .. ;

old adopted son, Miki, play nam. Miki was brought to U.S. eight
a court in California decides . months ago in Operation Baby Lift.

Baby Lift dispute a

(Continued from page 5)

frivolous by the adoption agencies, the court
didn’t drop it. .

The Immigration Service found 1,460 Baby
Lift children eligible for adoption under U.S.
law. However, 225 children couldn’t be proven
to be orphans. About 60 -have yet to be
investigated. ’

But both the adoption agencies and the attor-
ney for Miss McConnell, Nancy Stearns, have
been critical of the Immigration Service
findings. :

The service has moved too slowly in process-
of those who must return, according to Mrs.
Stearns.

The attorney representing the government in
the case, John Kooney, agrea< the trial should

Immigration Service,

“They were trying to investigate the back-
fmund of children coming from a we no
",ﬁf‘ have diplomatic relations with,” he said.

e agencies allowed to intervene are.
Friends for All Children, Friends of Children in
Vietnam, and the Holt Adoption Agency of Eu-
gene, Ore., representing a total of 1,203
children. ‘

Meanwhile, the government has reversed its
strategy, which had centered on denying that
any of the children were brought here illegally.

It now appears that the question of how to go
about tracing the children’s past will be the I

central issue of the trial. Miki and others like
him continue to grow in their new-found securi-
ty unaware of the forces deciding their fate.
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A Lakewood mother is one of hundreds
throughout the country caught in an interna-
tional dispute that may decide whether she can
keep her Vietnamese child.

Mrs. Susan Summers’ 13-month-old ‘‘adopt-’

ed” child, Miki Hyvong, was- brought to the
United States from Vietnam eight months ago
in Operation Baby Lift.

Whether the child is allowed to stay may de-
pend on the outcome of a suit being argued now
in San Francisco U.S. District Court.

Neither Miki nor his parents are named in
the suit, even though the child’s fate may rest
on the outcome.

Miki, of course, is oblivious to the entire con-
troversy. Last Friday, during the most recent
hearing, he was sitting in his baby-tender in the
living room, pensively munching a Cheerio.

“When Miki came here he was 6 months old

and'weighed 7 pounds. He had rickets and some
other diseases,” Mrs. Summers said. ‘“‘No
mother would have treated him that way,” she
said in stating her belief the child was an
0l .
Nevertheless, attorneys are arguing whether
the babies were brought here in vjolation of
international law and should be returned — and
whether many of them were put in orphanages
in South Vietnam by their true parents just be-
fore the Communist takeover.

CLOSER TOGETHER

Meanwhile, Miki and other Vietnamese chil-
dren adopted by American families are becom-
ing increasingly attached to their adoptive
parents.

Dubbed the ‘‘baby lift case,”
will take months.

Involved in the case are:

—The U.S. government, specifically Secre-
tary of State Henry Kissinger, former Defense
Secretary James Schlesinger, Atty. Gen. Ed-
ward Levi and other government and military
officials who participated in Operation Baby
Lift. They are the defendants.

—Muoi McConnell, a former nurse who had
worked in American hospitals in Vietnam.
Versed in Vietnamese, she was among the
group that initially took care of the Baby Lift
children when they disembarked in San Fran-
cisco and were quartered in the Presidio com-
pound. She is the plaintiff. :

—The Center for Constitutional nghts, whose
most famous member is radical lawyer Wil-
liam Kunstler, is handling the case.

its resolution

Rocky Mountain News—5

week allowed them to intervene as interested
parties.

—North Vietnam, not really involved in the
suit, but involved in the controversy. It has
charged the U.S. action in executing Operation
Baby Lift was tantamount to kidnaping and a
violation of international law.

—The U.S. Immigration and Naturalization
Service, charged by the court to investigate the
background of each Vietnamese child.

—Several international organizations, includ- -
ing the International Union for Child Welfare, -
which have been suggested as the intermedi- *
aries in tracing the children’s backgrounds in '
Vietnam.

HUMANITARIAN MOVE

The controversy is the result of what the gov-
ernment billed a humanitarian gesture at the
end of the Vietnam War — bringing orphans
and abandoned children from Vietnam to the °
U.S. for adoption.

Critics charged, however, it was a propagan-
da move aimed at swinging American public
opinion toward helping the collapsing South
Vietnam regime.

Sk RNy
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Although the program was marred by trage- °
dy when a C5-A transport plane crashed and - ¢

killed more than 200 children, more than 2,100 .
were brought into the country. :

Seven adoption and relief agencies super- ;%
vised the placement of the children with Ameri- % *

can families. Three weeks after Operation |, -

Baby Lift was over, Miss McConnell filed suit *-
challenging its legality. L]
Miss McConnell apparently spoke to many of ~

“the newly arrived children, who reportedly told

her they had been taken from Vietnam without
their parents’ knowledge and wanted to go
home.

Miss McConnell told her attorney that when
Saigon was collapsing, many children who were
neither orphans nor abandoned were placed by
their parents in orphanages for safekeeping.

The orphanages were like ‘‘daycare cen-
ters,” Miss McConnell’s attorney said. But
during Operation Baby Lift the orphanages
were emptied in a wholesale manner.

UNRESPONSIVE *©

Miss McConnell contacted U.S. officials
about the problem, but they were unresponsive,
according to her attorney.

The complaint charged the children were
brought to the United States against their will
and that of their Vietnamese parents and rela-

ity < 8%
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whether he will be returned to Viet-
nam. Miki was brought to U.S. eight
months ago in Operation Baby Lift.

Susan Summers watches her 13-

tives. it asked they be reunited.

—Several adoption agencies, jncluding two Although the class action suit was considered

from Colorado: Friends of Children in Vietnam
and Friends for All Children. The court last

‘month-old adopted son, Miki, play
while a court in California decides

(Continued on page 19)
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‘Luis Rey.” The others were for
the plays “Our Town” in 1938
and ““The Skin of Our Teeth” in
1943.

Renewed interest focused on

" Wilder in 1963 when he receiv-
ed the Presidential Medal of
Freedom, highest civilian cita-
tion by the federal govern-
ment.

In 1964 “‘Hello Dolly™ arrived
on Broadway, increasing
Wilder’s fame. Based on his
1954 play ‘“The Matchmaker,
it eventually became Broad-
way'’s longest running musical.

His book ‘“The Eighth Day”
was published in 1967.

Wilder was born in 1897 at
Madison, Wis., where his fa-
ther, Amos, was editor of a
newspaper.

When he was 9, his father
was named consul general in
Hong Kong, and later Shang-
hai, and Wilder attended Ger-
man and English schools in
China. He later went to schools
in California.

He studied at Oberlin College
and spent a year in the Coast
Guard before graduating from
Yale in 1920. He taught French
for several years before ob-
taining a masters degree from
Princeton in 1926.

Wilder’s first novel, “The
Cabala,”” was published in
1926, the same year his first
play, ‘““The Trumpet Shall
Sound,” was produced.

Wilder later taught at the
University of Chicago, from
1930 to 1936, and held an honor-
ary professorship of poetry at
Harvard in 1950-51.

During World War II, Wilder
served with the U.S. Army Air
Forces Intelligence in North
Africa.

Wilder didn't believe a man
should spend much time in his
own personal past, he said in a
1958 interview.

“I erase as I go along,” he
said. ““I look forward so much I
have only an imperfect memo-
ry for the past.

Meeting to probe
threat to oceans

MIAMI (UPI) — Forty-six
scientists from 11 countries
will gather at the University of
Miami Monday to examine the
threat of pollution being trans-
ferred from the atmosphere to
the world’s oceans.

Most of those involved in the

mranbins at tha unioancibes
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He complained in 1962 that fellow men, are a part of na-

the Soviet government had ture, too.”

Thornton Wilder

Baby Lift dispute affects hundreds

(Continued from page 5)

frivolous by the adoption agencies, the court
didn’t drop it.

The Immigration Service found 1,460 Baby
Lift children eligible for adoption under U.S.
law. However, 225 children couldn't be proven
to be_orphans. About 60 have yet to be
investigated.

But both the adoption agencies and the attor-
ney for Miss McConnell, Nancy Stearns, have
been critical of the Immigration Service
findings.

The service has moved too slowly in process-
ing the children, thereby increasing the anguish
of those who must return, according to Mrs.
Stearns.

The attorney representing the government in
the case, John Kooney, agrees the trial should

proceed as fast as possible but defended the
Immigration Service.

“They were trying to investigate the back-|
ground of children coming from a place we no
longer have diplomatic relations with,” he said.

The agencies allowed to intervene are.
Friends for All Children, Friends of Children in
Vietnam, and the Holt Adoption Agency of Eu-
gene, Ore., representing a total of 1,203
children.

Meanwhile, the government has reversed its
strategy, which had centered on denying that
any of the children were brought here illegally.

it now appears that the question of how to go
about tracing the children’s past will be the
central issue of the trial. Miki and others like
him continue to grow in their new-found securi-
ty unaware of the forces deciding their fate.

- Now In Widths!

FLORSHEIM UPDATES TWO POPULAR FAVORITES IN
THEIR NEW LEISURE LINE SO NOW YOU CAN ENJOY
BOTH THE LOOK AND GOOD FIT, TOO. BOTH IN SAND
SUEDE WITH SMOOTH LEATHER TRIM AND COM-
FORTABLE CREPE WEDGE SOLE. THE ANKLE BOOT IS
38.95, THE OXFORD, 36.95. FROM THE EXCITING NEW
IDLERS BY FLORSHEIM COLLECTION.
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The 13,178-square-foot building and property
immediately surrounding it which will be used

by Ciancio’s operation represent a little more -

than 10 per cent of the Bryant Street tract.

About $30,000 in general fund money has been
spent on remodeling the building to accommo-
date Ciancio’s staff, which formerly was hous-
ed in a City Hall anfiex downtown.

The remodeling money was part of an alloca-
tion to the city’s general services department
earmarked by the city administration for relo-
cating city agencies this year.

Expansion of state courts has forced the city
to vacate some space at City Hall to make

Parks and recreation director Joe Ciancio in his new office

EWS PHOTOS BY MEL SCHIELTZ

sw Parks and Recreation Department headquarters. Right, a corner of Mile High Stadium.

room for new courtrooms and seek leased
space for housing the displaced agencies.

Richard C. Thomas, director of program
development for the public works department,
said the space shortage was a key factor in
deciding to leave the Bryant Street office build-
ing standing.

It would have cost an estimated $10,000 above

the purchase price to demolish the structure,

Thomas said Tuesday.

Thomas said that allowing the building to
stand would mean the loss of about 40 parking
spaces on the Bryant Street land.

. (Continued on page 17)
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Lawyer blasts
court delay
on Babylift

By DAVID GREENBERG
News Staff

Hundreds of families wishing to adopt chil-
dren brought to the United States in Operation
Babylift have been kept in a legal state of limbo
and risk having details of their private lives
brought into open court, an attorney for a
Denver-based adoption agency charged
Tuesday.

Carl Eklund, lawyer for the Friends of Chil-
dren in Vietnam, a volunteer group that
brought 435 children into the country, said a
suit filed in California is causing the problems.

Eklund and attorneys for another Colorado.
agency, Friends for All Children, are seeking to
intervene in the suit in behalf of the affected
families.

The suit was filed on April 30, 1975, in U.S.
District Court for Northern California on behalf
of three children brought to this country during
Operation Babylift. Named as defendants were
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, Secretary
of Defense James Schlesinger, Atty. Gen. Ed-
ward Levi and other government and military
officials.

The complaint charged the children were
brought here ‘“‘against their will and that of
their Vietnamese parents or nearest of kin”
and asked that efforts be made to reunite the
children with their families in Vietnam.

The suit was submitted as a “class action,”
which means that it sought to represent all chil-
dren brought to this country in Operation Baby-
lift in violation of American, South Vietnamese
or international law.

In order to determine which children fit the
designated class, the suit asked that the ‘“‘full
and complete records of each and every Viet-
namese child” be examined to determine if the
child was properly brought into the country.

The suit is now in its eighth month, and has
yet to go to trial on the real issues in the case.
But according to Eklund it has caused consider-
able emotional distress to many families who
fear they risk seeing their adoptive children de-
ported.

That isn’t an immediate prospect, but Eklund
said he is disturbed by a recent court decision
that ordered that U.S. Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service files be turned over to the
plaintiffs so they can determine which children
fall into the designated class.

The order was issued by the Ninth U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals with the proviso that
information not pertinent to the issue be
screened from the files.

Included in these files, Eklund said, is inti-
mate and personal information about the fami-
lies wishing to adopt the children. The informa-
tion originally was gathered under a promise of
strict confidentiality. The files include informa-
tion on marital relations within the families as
well as financial disclosures and tax reports.

Eklund said a number of these files have al-
ready been turned over to the plaintiffs. He said
that none of this information is pertinent to the
case and was exactly the type of information
the court had ordered to be screened.

Eklund estimated that between 70 and 86
Vietnamese children brought in by Operation
Babylift now live in the Colorado-Wyoming
area and are potential subjects of the suit.





