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The controversial issue of the
babylift. of Vietnamese orphans
has brought varied and often
bitter reactions. Many Viet-
namese people have said harsh
things about it as a result of
deeply hurt pride, and the
revolutionary government in
Saigon calls it “kidnapping”
and is demanding the return of
all the children to Vietnam |
have no wish to reopen old
wounds, nor do | wish to use
human emotion as a political
lever; what is important at this
juncture is a calm, rational look
at some of the issues involved
in an attempt to understand

" the problem.

First, the babies around
whom the storm rages: Who
are they; where do they come
from in such numbers? Un-
doubtedly the first few planc-
loads were children who were
“being processed,” that is, they
were already assigned to a
family and their adoption
papers were going through the
bureaucratic channels. But as
the pressure and panic in
Saigon grew, many other child-
ren were hastily snatched as
well Whole orphanages were
emptied, mothers signed away
their children in hysterical
panic, waifs were rounded up
from the streets, children of
rich army officers and civil
servants were pushed on
board, and refugee children
were suddenly and drastically
separated from their families.
The whole thing snowballed
out of control.

At this point, | particularly
want to emphasize some basic
facts about Vietnamese society.
Children are deeply treasured
in Vietnam and the extended

. family 1s the backbone of Viet-
Th..r L

namoca ciiltuea

g oA

tiny 3 percent are abandoned.

to an orphanage Child aban-
donment is unnatural and a last
resort for Vietnamese people.
Moreover, in the orphanages in
Saigon where | worked for two
years, only 20 percent of the
children there were “real” or-
phans Eighty percent had one
or both parents still alive, and
these parents naturally hoped
that some day the economic
pressures which had forced
them to the drastic step of
abandoning their children
would improve sufficiently to
enable them to take their child-
ren home again. | feel it is im-
portant to bear these things in
mind when considering the
whole issue of adoption in
Vietnam.

In all that | say, | want to
make it plain that | hesitate to
criticize those mothers in the
United States who have already
adopted Vietnamese children.
Most of them have done it out
of very genuine love and a de-
sire to help, and this is par-
ticularly true of those who had
already been waiting two or
three years for their children to
come. Perhaps some of the
others, however, made rather
hasty decisions on the crest of
an emotional wave, and there

.are also certain elements of

guilt and a kind of status-seek-
ing involved. Whatever their
motives, these parents have no
easy task ahead of them,-and
arguing the morality of their ac-
tions is of no help to them. |
would hope that they can find
understanding and support.
As for the adoption agencies,
ten of which operated in Viet-
nam, again | feel that their
motives were based on a
genuine concern for the well-

Al -2 &t oo

§ d i
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were saving the children from a

terrible fate, but if they had
made a study of the treatment
of orphans under the North
Vietnamese regime they would
have “discovered a very effi-
cient program of foster homes
and family care which effec-
tively eliminated all but one of
the 100 orphanages left by the
French. It is true that the plight
of children in Saigon orphan-
ages is deplorable, but here
again, study would have re-
vealed how few of these child-
ren are orphans and that Viet-

namese social workers believe .

that prevention of child aban-
donment is the first priority.
Unfortunately, however, very
few of the foreign personnel of

these adoption agencies could’

speak any Vietnamese, and so
it was virtually impossible for
them to have any real cultural
contact. In fact, the whole idea
of adoption to the West is
based on an inherent belief in
the cultural superiority of the
West.

#The ultimate decision
whether or not a child is free
for adoption frequently rests
with the orphanage director.
Most orphanages are Catholic,
with only a few Buddhist ones.
The Buddhists have consistent-

ly opposed adoption out of the

country, even to the extent that
they recently hid large num-

bers of children to keep them >

out of reach of “babylift.”

" Among the Catholic directors,

there is a,wide range of opin-
ion, partly as a result of their
close ties with French influ-
ence. Some allow the children
to go for adoption believing
they will have a better life in
the West; some are fairly casual
and don't even know how
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(Continued from page 4)

working in the orphanages, |
did not see much evidence of
direct buying and selling of
children, but it was quite ob-
vious that if an orphanage
director was able 1o supply a
large number of children for
adoption, there were many
benefits to be obtained from
the foreigners, such as medical
supplies, baby foods, and hos-
pital care. What the adoption
agencv workers did not see
was the intolerable pressure
put upon the mother abandon-
ing her child to sign the child
over permanently.

It has been said :lat a
mother who abandons _her
child must have little concern
for that child’s life. All too of-
ten, it is simply because of her
care for the life of her child
that she makes the supreme
sacrifice of giving up her child
in order to save its life. In the
economic chaos of Saigon
during the last few years, this
was often the choice facing
mothers, and no one seeing
them bring their children to the
orphanages could say that they
had made the decision lightly.
Certainly, during the last criti-
cal weeks of April there was
terror and panic, and many
mothers must be deeply regret-
ting their decision now that the

. takeover has proved peaceful
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But the children are in the .

United States, and the decision

seems (o have become fatally

irreversible.

There is not much to be

Rained from looking back and

saying “If only..,” but what a

difference it would have made

it we had listened to the Viet- !

namese social workers who g~
were opposed all along 1o Sl }fq"{'ﬁﬂ%‘?&v:
adoption out of the country. ;@& Al A »
They had two reasons: First, SRty AL S Y I
they believed that the exist- s ¥
ence of orphanages and adop- !

lion agencies helped to per- i

petuate the problem and,

secondly, they wanted to place )

the emphasis on prevention

rather than on an ill-planned . ___ e i
cure. The main question re- - .
mains: What is to be done. ;,'-‘*':f.;.}.;ft'j‘g;p Kl ol
about the Vietnamese children n&;/’;_;ﬁﬁ‘;\ng%
in the United States? | hope r‘""‘“"" Y e !
that as many as possible can be p-

returned to their parents and.

families in Vietnam. | hope that ’

this is done quickly before the

culture shock becomes 100

great, and | urge the respon- ' ‘o
sibility of the US government X

in this matter. And for those "‘““‘;"_"“,“;f;f\. W WS
"who remain, | would appeal for c -i".g.-';:_":":_'n.f s T ¥
help so that the parents and &"""“I,-,f_‘:"@;ﬁ‘:ﬂs;\i;;, e,
the children have an opportun- o . b-"""“-“"_"t"'
ity to learn a true appreciation e ———— S R <
of their cultural background. & "'“"’"'“““""*\_‘.wmtuv
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Ebony Photo-Editorial

Tut %
.... AND 'NOW A DOMESTIC BABY LIFT?

IT WAS the kind of thing movies are made of—a-daring commer-

. cial pilot defying South Vietnamese officials to take off for the
United States with a load of South Vietnamese war orphans. And
then a huge U. S. military transport fighting odds to get back to
the Saigon airport after rear cargo doors had blown out. The plane
crash-landed in a rice paddy and some 120 of the 320 passengers
(most of them babies and children) were saved. All the world
knew that the United States was determined to airlift some thou-
sands of war babies to safety before South Vietnam fell to the
Viet Cong. The press of the world—news magazines, papers, radio
and television—carried the story. Operation Baby Lift took over
front pages, relegating the stories of falling South Vietnamese
provincial capitals to inside pages. The story had drama, human
interest, tragedy, pathos. It had everythmg—except a real reason
for being at that time.

Plight 0f War Babies Long Known
T HE plight of South Vietnam’s war babies was no secret to the
U. S. government nor to a great number of U. S. citizens. There
have been groups working for years in both Korea and South Viet-
nam to find homes in the United States for orphans born to Amer-
ican soldiers and Vietnamese or Korean girls. And one of the big
stumbling blocks these organizations have had to face was a lack
of full cooperation from the government itself. In fact, President
Gerald Ford announced that the more than 2,000 children he had
ordered airlifted to this country already had promised homes in
the U. S. and other Western countries. Some of them had been
waiting for more than a year for bureaucratic red tape to be cut
so that they could join their new families.

Ebony’s First Hand Report

EARLY in the fall of 1972, Era Bell Thompson, EBony’s inter-
national editor, spent several weeks in South Vietnam research-

ing a story on the plight of war babies. Her firsthand report ap-
red in 1l December 1972 jsa She reported then that the

soldiers face a bleak future in South Vietnam regardless of who is
in charge. Judging from what has happened so far, Miss Thompson
believes that black-mixed girls who cannot become entertainers
are likely to become prostitutes. And black-mixed boys with some

~talent for singing or dancing might become entertainers but the

bulk of the boys will end up as soldiers in the Vietnamese army.
She feels that these children will be better off in the United States.
Here, she says, they will at least be able to get an education and
the job opportunities are much better for them.

Black Soldiers Protest

SOME black soldiers protest that one reason there are so many
black-mixed babies left in Vietnam is that the military made
it almost impossible for a black GI to marry a Vietnamese girl and
bring her home even though she had already given birth to his
child. Black soldiers in Germany, England, Italy and France in
World War II and later in Korea voiced the same complaint. More
than once, black soldiers have found themselves transferred, even
sent back to the States, after prejudiced officers find that they have
made a meaningful liaison with a girl of an occupied country.

How Great The Emergency?

HERE are some who believe that the emergency airlift, despite

the good it did in getting children quickly to their new homes,
was not really necessary. They look upon the fact that the ad-
ministration was trying to get a Vietnam aid bill through Congress
and that the airlift was the kind of event that could win sympathy.
To do in a matter of days something that could have been done
at least a year earlier does not attest to careful, humanitarian plan-
ning. Many of the children were ill, several died in transport and
the swift change of events caught some of the adoptive parents
unprepared. Some of the children (like the baby on the opposite
page changing planes in Los Angeles en route to Norway) faced
flights of more than half way round the world as they were flown
from Saicon to Los Anceles and then forwarded to their adoptive
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U. S. government nor to a great number of U. S. citizens. There
have been groups working for years in both Korea and South Viet-
nam to find homes in the United States for orphans born to Amer-
ican soldiers and Vietnamese or Korean girls. And one of the big
stumbling blocks these organizations have had to face was a lack
of full cooperation from the government itself. In fact, President
Gerald Ford announced that the more than 2,000 children he had
ordered airlifted to this country already had promised homes in
the U. S. and other Western countries. Some of them had been
waiting for more than a year for bureaucratic red tape to be cut
so that they could join their new families.

Ebony’s First Hand Report
EARLY in the fall of 1972, Era Bell Thompson, EBonY’s inter-

national editor, spent several weeks in South Vietnam research-
ing a story on the plight of war babies. Her firsthand report ap-
peared in the December, 1972, issue. She reported then that the
demand for South Vietnamese orphans far exceeded the supply.
One Australian woman who worked as an intermediary between
five orphanages and families in other countries who wished to
adopt children was reported to have 50 families for every child
available for adoption. At that time, Miss Thompson said that
while estimates of the number of children fathered by American
" soldiers and civilians (many of them construction workers) ranged
as high as 200,000, the most quoted figure was 15,000. And most
of these children were not available for adoption. It seems that a
large percentage of the white American-Vietnamese offspring were
taken somehow into the extended family of the mother and that
a lesser number of black-fathered children also remained with the
mothers or their families. Miss Thompson reported then that more
than 50 percent of the mixed children in Saigon’s war baby or-
phanages were there for temporary care until their mothers could
provide homes for them. The bulk of the abandoned children
(according to Vietnam law a child had to be abandoned by both
mother and father before being eligible for adoption), she said,
were black-Vietnamese mixtures. At that time, Miss Thompson
says, the Vietnamese government was reluctant to cooperate in
inter-country adoptions and claimed that black-mixed children
would face little discrimination in South Vietnam. Actually, she
found that many Vietnamese were prejudiced against blacks and
that offspring of black French colonials and Vietnamese mothers
were called names in school and faced job discrimination when
they tried to enter the work force.

Vietnamese orphans who are obviously the offspring of black
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sent back to the States, after prejudiced officers find that they have
made a meaningful liaison with a girl of an occupied country.

How Great The Emergency?

HERE are some who believe that the emergency airlift, despite

the good it did in getting children quickly to their new homes,
was not really necessary. They look upon the fact that the ad-
ministration was trying to get a Vietnam aid bill through Congress
and that the airlift was the kind of event that could win sympathy.
To do in a matter of days something that could have been done
at least a year earlier does not attest to careful, humanitarian plan-
ning. Many of the children were ill, several died in transport and
the swift change of events caught some of the adoptive parents
unprepared. Some of the children (like the baby on the opposite
page changing planes in Los Angeles en route to Norway) faced
flights of more than half way round the world as they were flown
from Saigon to Los Angeles and then forwarded to their adoptive
homes in Canada and Europe. The whole airlift seems to have been
based on the belief that the Viet Cong would have no mercy upon
tiny tots whose only sin was being born.

And What About Our Own?
A GOOD number of black Americans were upset with the baby
lift not because it was a bad thing, but because it took place
at a time when the federal government is doing almost nothing
about an adoption problem that is much larger and of longer
standing than the Vietnam war baby problem. It is estimated that
today there are more than 100,000 babies and children available
for adoption right here in the United States. The majority of these
tots and youngsters are black and many of them are rapidly reach-
ing an age when they will no longer be adoptable. They will live
out their childhood and adolescence in orphanges or being trans-
ferred from one foster home to another. Psychologically scarred
because they are unwanted, they will find it difficult to adjust to
adulthood. While most authorities will agree that it would be best
for these black children to be adopted by black families, most also
will agree that it is better to be adopted by any family that can
give love and care than to have to grow up in a cold and imper-
sonal school or orphanage.

Now that the Vietnam adoption emergency has been taken care
of, it is time for this country to initiate a domestic “baby lift.” If
thousands of babies from abroad can be absorbed into American
families, why can’t homeless black American children find sanc-
tuary?
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- By DOUGLAS E. KNEELAND
] (C) 1975, Denver Post-N.Y. Times

"CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. — Officials
dealing with the resettlement of 130,000
Vietnamese and Cambodians in refuge
camps have discovered more than 300
children who arrived in this country unac-
companied by their parents.

- Most of them are Vietnamese, according
to: those familiar with their cases. Some
dpparently were sent out with other rela-
tives or friends when Saigon fell to the
Communists at the end of April. Others
dre said to have been separated from
their parents as they fled.

- Unlike the 2,000 youngsters, most of

whom were orphans, who were flown to

e Unit
early April, nearly a) unaccompamed
children in the camps apparently have liv-
ing parents who haven’t released thenr for
adoption.

The disposition of these children,
members of the President’s Inter-agency
Task Force in Indochina Refugees ac-

knowledged this week, poses senous lega,I
‘ pe ¥ N

and moral problems that haven’t been
resolved.

“They’ve only = surfaced reasonably
late,” said Elinor Green, the group’s chief
spokesman.

She said the government’s policy as far
as it had evolved was “to-find out where
their families are” and then “to reunite
them.”

! they furn out to be chlldren with

parents in Vietnam,” she added, “that’

presents a problem that has never been
faced before that I know of. One can only
assume that if their parents did not want
them they would be kept here.”

She said that to the best of her
knowledge neither the International Red
Cross nor the United Nations High % -
W had been asked to

e new government in Saigon

to see if it could be determined whether

the children’s parents wanted them back.
However. icial at the commis-
sioner’s office in New York, who is work-
riation of 2

ve asked {o ref said hev

D et waman 'n-—qfes

‘ow — the
cision that
aup to that
1d unusual
a row in
ms. At the
no federal

states
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naccompamed Refugee Klds
fPose Legal, Moral Problems

was aware of the children and had asked
the interagency group not to put any of
them up for sponsorship until it could be
learned if they had parents in Vietnam
who wanted them back.

He said he didn’t think the children
should be placed in any sort of permanent
situation, except with close relatives, until
some Sort of inquiries could be made.

“Frankly, we don’t have any answers

for the moment,” he said. “Ee’r_e ngt m a

sition yet to check
“Targest number of children who

“unaccompanied,”
Camp Pendleton.

i erent methods of caring for
én have been used at the various
st of the youngsters here are

Sh:elded From V'sﬂ'ors :
They are children who have no one o |

_care for them and they are being watched

over by Red Cross officials and counselors
with the aid of - :
ples from the camp. -

No ontsider is allowed to talk with the |
children or visit the dormitory. This poli-
cy led one person to complain that of-
ficials appeared to be reluctant to have
the children’s personal histories explored.
However Thomas C. Irvm dep

who is md\arge of the efforts here to
resettle the’ children, eenceded that there
were no €asy answers,

“We’re still trymgtofonnulate ideas on
how to handle this pmhlem he said.
“We’re not talking, except in very rare
cases, about an adeptable child. The fa

are so difficult to establish ‘you'd ne
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By Rasa Gustaitis
Pacific News Service

Soon after welcoming the Vietnamese
child she hoped to adopt, Elizabeth Brodya-
ga saw that something was traglcally
amxss .

" The ’girl, about 6, was supposedly an or-
phan. Yet she talked of her mother who,
weeping, had left her with an American
doctor who whisked her to a plane. She
spoke of her brother, her little sister, the

Ms. Brodyaga, 34, a Berkeley attorney

‘who had applied last year to adopt a Viet-
* namese orphan, received the girl in April

from one of the groups in “Operatxon Baby-
R

She was told the child was 6, in good .
health, adoptable and was named Van Thi,

Ha. But that name evoked no response,
Through an interpreter, the child said she
was My Hang

In the anxious months since, MS Brod-

sponsulx'lg ARCICY, & car
Vietnam, some ducuments that could help
her answer My Ilang’s questions about her

family. The child already has forgolten

1

mosy of her native tongue.

Painfully, Ms. Brodyaga. watches asthe
child collects treasures in a paper bag to

- .take to her mother.

My Hang is one of ah_ unknown — but

. "possibly large — number of children whose

identities and histories have been lost in the

- way to her grandmother’s house.

yaga has tried in vain to pry loose from the

- —Turn to Page 2, Col. 1 _

The real orphan story now unfolds

~From Page 1
panic of cperation Rahylift.

Authorities broke all the
rules of adoption in rushing
more than 2,000 children
here three months ago. Now
they invoke such rules in
failing to aid the victims,
The Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service only last
week took a first step to-
ward sorting out the mis-
placed youngsters.

Meanwhile, as childish
memories fade and faces
change the chances of reun-
ion with families wane.

'A four-year-old child may
forget his language com-
pletely during months in an
alien environment, accord-
ing to Joseph Reid, presi-
"dent of the Child Welfare
League of America.

“If this drags on for sixf

months or a year, it's a
hopeless case, he said, ‘No-
body will be able to ascer-
tain the truth.”

Some children were sent
away by mothers who
feared alarmist rumors.
Tran Thi Bich, 24, heard in

. Saigon that the Comimunists
would murder all children’

with American fathers. So
she rushed around the city
seeking someone to rescue
her six-year-old son, rMu-
hamed Ameen

A priest — she doesn't
know his name or his church
— agreed to take him to
America with other chil-
dren.
priest write down her child’s
name as Ameen, omitting
the Muhamed, then handed
him over. ;

“Then I ran home,” she

She watched this

said.” T was afraid he would
see me cry. I thought, if I
can ever come to America, [
will look for my son.”

Ms. Bich wound up at
Camp Pendleton with her
two younger children. "She
wants her son back. All she
has for her search is a
year-old photo and the aid of
volunteer attorneys.

Nobody has a central file-

on the Babylift children.
Agencies involved have re-
fused to give Ms. Bich’s at- +
torneys access, pleading the
usual right to privacy in
adoption cases.

Ms. Bich dnd Ms. Brodya-
ga testified last week in a
class-action suit brought by
the Committee to Protect
the Rights of Vietnamese
Children.

iomas Miller, 2 lawyer,

is spokesman for the Com-
mittee. He said children told

of being accidentally sepa-,

rated f{rom parzals, placed
in orphanages and brought
here against their wishes.
Some were randomly as-
signed names and identities.

“Some children came with
five 1D, bracelets, some
with none,” Miller said.
“Being children, they had
traded. Some girls had boys’
names, so, when they point-

‘ed that out, they were glven

cther names.”

A nurse has testified that,
upon command, she had

switched the bracelets of

two Babylift children.

Meanwhile, Elizabeth

Brodyaga, knowing she and
My Hang will continue in
limbo, tells the child she is
trying to find her mother,
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By PAT arFZAL
Denver Post Staff Writer
Something  unpleasant—and
sometning very embarrassing—
lovers around the story Hguyen
Thi Tue has fo tell about her
plight since leaving panic-

Apl‘:l

it is unpleasant because it
reflects a certain ugliness about
the war that statistics don’t
tell,

And it is u..b..na.ssmg be-

2 cause it deals with rejection—

e ‘rejection of Tue by an

1 Americau man she. calls “Mr.
! doe.”
Mr. Joe, a construction

warl\er in PldCtﬂtla, Calif,, .is
. the man Tue says is her hus-
band. He was in Vielnam 11
vears, 'Tue said, and they were
married in 1971,

But Mr. Joe Tleft her and
three children—one of them
his—during the American eva-
cuation of Saigon last April.

Tue, who is 42, claims Mr.
Joe used her passport to bring
anotlier, vounger Vietnamese
woman to the United States., He
wanted fo take the couple’s 1-
year-old son, Robert, with him
tco, bul Tue said she refused.

Fearivl for their lives, Tue
and the chikiren escaped Saigon

Y e ®

Vietnam lasH

for his sister, Tue and the
children, then refurned to Cali-
fornia.

Tue has since run away from
the house, claiming the sister
wants her to be a maid, Of-
Kﬂals of the Jefferson County

velfare Department have sent
her to a women’s shelter house,
called Women in Transition, at
1895 Lafayette Sf.

In the sparsely furnished
shelter house, she waits with
her children for the day she
can return to Mr. Joe. His
desire to live without her|.
“hasn’t sunk in,” shelter house

“I think it’s a cultural thing.!
Just because he’s left her
doesn’t mean she will let him
go. As far as she’s concerned,
he’s. her husband. And she
thinks she should he with him,”
Ms. McElderry said.

According to “Mr. Joe,” he

won’t accept it.
‘GAVE HER A HOUSE’

In a telephone interview with
The Denver Post, he said “I ac-

Vietnam. I put money in a bank
for her and gave her a house.
But she run off and left it.

“I think she’s in this couniry
illegal,” he said.

He said he doubts “very

with help from the American
enbas.y. much” that Tue would have
b FOURD QM. JOB? heen killed just because one of
yficr her release from Camp (ber sons was fathered by an
: Pendle don, Calid., two weeks ! American. “There are a lot of
aso, she went (o Placentia l,,,pmplc with American children
bnd Ve, o Le drave her “,;m Vietnam. And there were
{ Denver, bought a house l.rw ;.nn Canadian, Australian
S R w My God, thae was

leveryibing over there.”

Tae denies be and T

b gl N s,
3, e (I

director Mona McElderry said. /|

has tried to help Tue, bul she|

tually tried to set her up in|

Cathy Donohine and Catliy

!-‘#-?u- -..-\-_-..4 .

G

He said his concern is for his
son, Robert, who had his first
birthday Monday.

house in Colorado, so my son
would have a place to stay. But
she (Tue) ran away from it, “I
don’t know .
He said he dndn’t desert Tue.
He left her in Saigon because
he didn’t think she would be
able to adjust to the American
way of life. “I don’t think she
can make the change.”
DOESN’T UNDERSTAND

. McElderry at the Women
Transition shelter house, said
it is difficult for Tue to under-
stand that., “My concern,” she
said, “is that Tue will leave
here and start walking to
California.”

“That’s why I bought that|I

R R

Joe's Rejection Reﬂeci's

i su e doesnt understand,

about distances. She may iust
want to take off. I don’t know if
could stop her.”
Ms. McElderry is unciear
why Tue didn’t have an Ameri-
can “sponsor” assigned at
Camp Pendleton to lock after
her and her children. “Perhaps
she told them she had an Amer-
ican husband. She probably
showed them her marriage cer-
tificate. And I guess they just
let her go.”

In Ms. McElderry’s opinion,
“‘what Tue needs now is to be
able to talk to some other Viet-
namese people. She needs the
support of people who under-

stand her. That cultural misun-|{g

derstanding is what is so dif-

ficult.”
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COMMISSION OPENING

By GEORGE LANE

Service Commission.

be Councimen Ju
well and Sal Carp 0

I

Denver Post Staff Wriicr

A special city council screening' cemmit-
tee has been appeinted to interview can-
didates for an opening on the Denver Civil

The formation of the commitice was an-
nounced Wednesday morning by Council
President Larry Perry, who scrved him-
self as a member of the commission prior
to being elecied to his firsl term as a
councilman more than four years ago.

The special commiitee will be headed

v District 7 Councilman Edward Burke.

‘he other members of the committee will
mes Nolan, Elvin Cald-
and Councilwomen
Reyvinalds,

1

|

Panel to Scree:

seat for the past 3% yed

" ment for the Rev. (
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Denver,
vacancy.

the two noeie
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Tue has since run awzy from
" |the house, claiming the sister
wants her to be a maid, Of-
ficials of the Jefferson County
Welfare Department have sent
her to.a women’s shelter house,
called Women in Transition, at
1395 Lafayeite St.”

In the sparsely furnished
shelter house, she waits with
her’ children for the day she
can return to Mr. Joe. His
desire to live without her|.

“hasn’t sunk in,” shelter house
director Mona McElderry said.

“I think it's a cultural thing. | ..;
Just because he’s left her
doesn’t mean she will let him
go. ‘As far as she's concerned,
he’s. her husband. And she
thinks she should be with him,”
Ms. McElderry said.

According to “Mr. Joe,” he
has ‘tried to help Tue, bul she
won’t accept it.

‘GAVE HER A HOUSE’

In a telephone interview with
The Denver Post, he said “T ac-
tual!ytdedtosetberupm
Vietnam. I put money in a hank
for her and gave her a house.
But she run off and left it.

“I think she’s in this counfry
illegal,” he said.

He said he doubts “very
muech” that Tue wouid have
heen killed just because one of
ber sons was fathered by an
American. *“There are a lot of
mople with American children
tin Vietnam, And there were
| ‘rench, Canadian, Australian,

[British. My God, _I.hue was
“ verything over there.’

‘He saxd his concern is for his
son, Robert, who had his first
birthday Monday.

“That’s why I bought that
house in Colorado, so my son
would have a place to stay. But
she (Tue) ran away fmm it, “I|can
don’t know .

He said he dxdn’t desert Tue
He left her in Saigon becduse
he didn’t think she would be
able to adjust to the American
way of life. “I don’t think she
can make the change.”
DOESN'T UNDERSTAND

Ms. McElderry at the Women
in Transition shelter house, said
1t is difficult for Tue to under-

tdnd that. “My concern,” she

“is that Tue will leave
here and start walking to
California.”

“She doesn’t understand
about distances. She may just
want to take off. I don’t know if
I could stop her.”

Ms. McElderry is nmlear
why Tue didn’t have an Ameri-

- “sponsor”  assigned _ at
Camp Pendleton to look after
her and her children. “Perhaps
she told them she had an Amer-
ican husband. She probably
showed them her marriage cer-
tificate. And I guess they just
let her go.”

In Ms. McElderry’s opinion,

‘“‘what Tue needs now is to be
able to talk to some other Viet-
namese people., She needs. the
support of people who under-
stand her. That cultural misun-
derstanding is what is so dif-

ficult.”
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Ms. McElderry said she
thinks Tue’s ordeal may be
similar to ‘that of many other
Vietnamese women. “F wonder
how many other people are in
the same kind of predica-
ment?” she asked.

“Right now, she’s still caring
for Mr. Joe. And I think she's
very determined to see him.”

Meanwhile, Tue quietly moves
around the shelter home, carry-
ing her year-old sen from room
to room..

Her precious few possessions
are in a plastic shopping bag.
Hidden in the bottqm of the bag
are her “papers,” including the
boy’s hirth certificate and what
she says is her marriage li-
cense. '

From a tattered billfold, she

pulls out’ ’plctures 01 Mr JOO.

“This is everything she has
in the world,” Ms, McElderry
said. 3

Wafef Offlcial
Takes New Job

Dr. Ed Pugsley, technical sec-
retary to the Colorado Water
Quality. Control Comumission,
announced Tuesday he is step-
ping down from that post to
take a new job at the Colorado
Health Department.

the director of the,engineering
health department. =

William N. Gahr,. Iom di-
vision dxreetox', reured June 30.

COMMISSION OPENING .

-----

Panel to Screen Apphcanfs

By GEORGE LANE
Denver Post Staif Writer

tee has been appointed to interview can-
didates for an opening on the Denver'Civil
Service Commission.

nounced Wednesday morning by Council
President Larry Perry, who served him-
self as a member of the commissien prior
to being eclected to his first term as a
councilman more than four years ago.

‘The special committee will be headed
by Distriet 7, Councilman Edward Burke.
The other members of the committee will
be Councilmen Jaines Nolan, Elvin Cald-

well and Sal Carpio and Councilwomen
Cathy Donol Naynaotda

. A special city council sereening commit--

The formation of the commitiee was an--

seat for the past 3% years as a

" ment for the Rev. Cecil Howard, bai the

term has expired. Howard was appointed
to the commission by the council but had
to resign the position when his minisiry
carried him out of the city.

A special screening committee had been

‘used by the council when Gibson was first

selected, but Perry’s original resolulion
made no mention of a committee.

Bank Loan Anclyst

Caldwell and Councﬂm'm Bill Reberts
followed Perry’s resolution by presenting
one of their own calling for King Harris, a
loan analyst for the United Bank of
Denver, to be appointed to fill the
yacancy.

Perry avoided a covneil floor-ficht aver

In a letter to Burke annguncing the cre-

ation of the special committee, Perry
said, “In keeping with the prevailing wilt
of the couneil, I request that th!s commits
tee act as follows: . | WA

-—Pubhcly solicit applications and re-
sumes from persons who wish to be ap-
pointed.

—Accept all such apphcauons and
resumes through the end of the business
day, Thursday, July 24, 1975.%

! v
¥
1 ,

Wed., July 18, ms N

Pugsley said he 1§ to become

—Examine the applications and re- |

sumes received in the city council office

aud schedule interviews of the applicants

by the special commitiee.
—Make a wruten report to the council:
along with jate legislation at the

|
|
]

and sanitation d:vigm of the
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"% By DOUGLAS E. KNEELAND

s (C) 1978, Denver Pos!-N.Y. Times

CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. — - Officials
dealing with the 'resettlement of 130,000
Vletnamese and Cambodians in” refuge
scamps bave discovered more than 300
‘children who arrived in this country unac-
cbmpamed by their parents.

» Most of them are Vietnamese, accordmg
to those familiar with their cases. Some
apparently were sent out with ofher rela-
tives. or friends when Saigon -fell to the
‘Communist® at the end of April. Others
gre said to have been separated from

/their parents as they fled. -

Unlike the 2,000 youngsters, most of
whom were. orphans, who were flown to

e Unit in
oaﬂz April, nearly all the unaccgmpanied
‘children in the camps apparently have liv-
-ing parents who haven’t mleased them for
zdoptxon :

The - disposition of tbese ehxldren,
.members of the President’s ' Inter-agency
- “Pask Force in Indochina Refugees. ac-

: mlssxoner for
e new government in “Saigon .

and moral prob]ems that haven’t been
resolved.

“They’'ve only surfaced reasonab!y
late,” ‘said Elinor Gneen the _group’s chief
spokesman, _ .+ i:

She said the govemment’s policy as far
as it had evolved was “to find out where
their famxhes are” and then “io reunite

‘them.”

“If they turn out to be children Wlth

parents in, Vietnam,” she added, “that’

presents & problexr’ that has never been
faced before that I know of. One can enly
assume that if their parents did not want
them they would be kept here.”

She said that to the best of her
knowledge neither -the Internatxonal Red
Cross nor the United Nation

fugees had been askels to

to see if it could be determined whether

the children’s parents wanted them back.

However, an “official_at_the commis- li

sioner s office in New York, who 1s work-
fiation -of abou

‘inowledged thxs week, poses senous lega} ‘gw
“‘ — tmm i Dam Wamnn ‘mqtes

ot

‘by a military policeman.
, Shlelded From VISI"‘OTS

Unaccompamed Refugee Klds
Pose l.eg.al Moral Problems

was aware of the children and had asked
the interagency group not to put any of
them up for sponsorship until it could be
learned if they had parents m Vietnam
who wanted them back.

-He said he didn’t think the chﬂdren
should be placed in any sort of permanent.
situation, except with close relatives, until
some Sort of inquiries could be made.

“Frankly, we don’t have any answers
for the moment,” he said. “We're not in @
position_yet to cbcck _on _peop! _ﬂig_Ymt-'

nam. We don’t ha ¢g the

“The largest num ren who
have been identi &3 “unaccompanied,”.
about 170, is at Camp Pendleton.
Seventy—mne a at Indiantown Gap, Pa.;
38 at Ft. Ark., and i€ at Eglm

Fla

~Althongh lfferent methods of carmg for

the child

However, 300 of them, 13 girls and 20

3, are being housed dormitory-fashion in
an unmarked quadruple ujaﬂer guarded

v ‘ A

" They are children who have no ane to

~care for them and they are being watched

aver by Red Cross officials and counselors

with the aid of biingual Vietmaraese con:'"——+
- ples from the camp. : ‘

"No outsider is allowed {o talk with the

* children or visit the dormitory. This poli- " .

¢y led one person to complain that of-'

“ficials appeared to be reluctant to have

the children’s personal histories explored. -
* However, Thomas C; Irvin, deputy

e other officials quesﬂoned, Imn,

‘who' i§ in charge of the efforts here to
‘reseftle the children, conceded that there

‘ﬂmfﬂ—howamdxe this problem,” be seid.

ms. * At the
no federal

e e

states

ML-‘

““We're not talking, except in very

cases, about an adoptable child. The fa
are so difficult to establish ‘youw'd ne
tacourttoagree thatthechﬂd was
optable N

M RS | -4.,_- B WY

s, mostly between the ages of 8 and ; §
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‘children who arrived in this country unac-
@mpamed by their parents.

- Most of them are Vietnamese, accordmg
to those familiar with their cases. Some

' wzpparently were sent out with ofher rela-

ivey. or friends when Saigon -fell to the

‘Communmist- at the end of April. Others

dre said o have been separated. from
“their parents as they fled.

- Unlike the 2,000 youngsters, most of
Whom were. nrphans. who were . flown to

e Unit in

nearly a unaccompamed»

dnldren in the camps apparently have liv-
4ng parents who haven’t mleaped them for
Adoptlon. ‘

The  disposition of these cluldren
members of the President’s Inter-agency
“Fask Force in Indochina Refugees ac-

knowledged this week, poses sermus ]egal ‘g‘?'wlm‘!m’v ked to return, said he
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as it had evolved was “to find out where
their famxl{es nre" and then “{o reunite

“them.”

“If they furn: out to be chﬂdren with
parents in, Vietnam,” she added, “that’
presents @ m-obluqk:h:t has never been
faced before that 1'know of. One can only
assume that if their parents dld not want
them they would be kept here.”

She said that to the best of her
knowledge neither the Intemanonal Red
Cross nor the-

vw_s_mgh_% .
~missioner for Refugees had been asked to

ﬁprm’tﬁe'%ﬁ?g,gﬁemment in “Saigon
to see if it could be determined whether ;

the chlldren’s parents wanted them back.

However, _ icial at
sioner’s office in New York, who is work-
ing omthe-repatfiation of about'
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sentences

sth adults -

ted.
mmber of -

sharply in _p

=4 of 1972 to’

rer for the
ow — the
cision that
up to that
1d unusual

S row: m‘»howumdxe this problem,” be

ms. At the
ne fedgral

commts- g

i m Idren bacLLq_!mnm or even S H s
‘makin Eimrws_gbout—thezrl—kpwu‘ﬁ,_&a ‘

~ children were with blood relatives they
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should be placed in any sort of permanent
situation, except with close relatives, until .
SOme SOﬁ of inquiries could be made.

, we don’t have any answers

for the momant," he sai ing
position _on_pegple in ¥;
nam. we dmv . » ’
The 1 of chil who -
have been identi 8 “unaccompanied,” .
about 170, is Camp Pcnd!eton

the childrén have been nsed at the various -
camps, /most of the youngsters here are
living Avith relatives gr families they at-

themselves to during the exodus.

owever, 300 of them, 13 girls and 20
'S, mostly between the ages of 8 and
3, are being housed dormitory-fashion in

by a military policeman.

Shielded From Visitors ,
" They are children who have no one to

’i’ L

“care for them and they are being watched

over by Red Cross officials and counselors *

an unmarked quadruple traﬂer guamed '

/é.:;'

<

sHé

with the aid of bilingual Vieinamese con- -l

ples from the camp.. ..~

No outsider is aliowed to talk mth the
children or visit the dormitory. This poh-
cy led one person to complain that of-’
ficials appeared to be reluctant to have
the children’s personal histories explm'ed
However, '!'homas ! o Irvm d

e other officials questioned, lmn,

who i in charge of the efforts here to
resettle the children, conceded that there
Were no easy answers. .
“Weremlltrymgtofomm!ﬂe easm
said.
““We're not talking,” ‘except in very
cases, about @n adoptable child. The a

sword saxd

Tmestablxsh the|

tional l;_‘e
curity €

Mrs. F
attended|
night, $
" show
ed

*‘

are go difficult to establish 'you'd ne g

parerts

ause problems.”
Trvin said that tmmost—cases where

IV

‘would be processed out as a family. In
‘other instances, he said, efforts are being
made to persuade unrelated families with
whom a child may be staying to keep the
youngster when they leave the camp. - -
For those who carmot be placed with a
Vietnamese family, he said, the task force
~is negotiaitng with San Dwgo County on
the pwsibihty of bndmg toster homu Inr
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whereabouts or even the existence of the|”
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2ral Has Determined
gerous to Your Health.

program first-hand.

the fellowship,”

ing and caring for them.”
WAS ‘GREATEST’

chairman, declared.

_ —sv~a-arca problem
drinkers who were drawn to the
gathering to learn about the

“And you should have seen
the people gather around the
new ones and draw them into
Bob said.
“There was an immediate shar-

That kind of caring was what

“the greatest AA has ever had,
from every angle,” Dr. John
(Jack) L. Norris, AA board

“It wasn’t just the numbers
of people here,” he said, refer-
ring to the estimated 19,300 in
attendance. “But the spirit of it
was so great.” He attributed
that to “the growth and maturi-
ty of AA and the people in it.”

e aunu Tacn otner >
o ve arcaSICS tnatland have a good conference.
T think is significant,” he said.

I'd say that we did that.” o

<

vices.

Driver Robbed
By Woman

FCVN Is Granted -
Provisional License

Complaints made by some cit-
izens against Friends of Child-
ren of Viet Nam (FCVN) adop-
tion agency have been answered|a full license in September if
helped make the convention|to the satisfaction of the Colo-|its record-keeping operation is
rado Department of Social Ser- ¢

A news release from the de-

An Englewood man, 49, report-
ed to Denver police he was
robbed of $16 by a young woman

£ e Xk

partment says the agency has
been granted a provisional - li-
cense to operate and will receiye

complete. ' 4

The state department review-
ed 419 records of children who
entered the United States from
April 1-28 through FCVN, the
release said. “ o
State inspectors found no evi-
dence the agency had operated
improperly in arranging adop-

} SE
tions of the Vietnamese child»—_e‘;;ﬂ“;‘“,;urgxig u;gh'twsﬁ‘;_;_
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e : “Iren,, according to .. werY Eapacity red [Ciinatine ac-
Dr. Norris, who has traveled g]atylhlker ab(}Ut o p.m: R Folgy, P'm'.‘l'li‘?". director of .«‘{gn ‘?£P§&?sxof'£?un?n%:?£ -y
worldwide in behalf of AA, said| “Tne victim told Patrolman|cial Services. ~ ”g'eﬁiarl‘ " oply  emp ?%\‘:“4{'
———>~—— | he was particularly moved by|pandall Smith he picked up the i s Hosfighe "B
EEESEEIENN | the showings of acceptance and |yoman at E. Colfax Ave. and Lﬂnd DEC'QI’Q&* J ML_ .
—————————— |understanding of AA by profes-| josenhine St. She pulled a gun H D\MOT\VE :
= sinal people, _cops|nd robbed him a few blocks Unsulfal':ole [ RENDER . i
X ; i j
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1annel 9 News ing clergy, penologists and doc- P el The Department of the In- [oXg. inine 2%o%ish
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Alegre
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nd Allen
Street
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starring| Norris said.
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only the beginning,” he said.

GREATER FEAR

he said.

work anymore.

He stresses “long-term recoy-|When fireworks he was holding
ery,” he said, because “that is|exploded,
the only recovery. The brief re-|Mountain State General Hos-
covery from acute alcoholism,|pital said Saturday.

the immediate detoxification, is

He said the strength of AA is|head and leg injuries,
its emphasis on the quality of|holding an unidentified type of
life. “The joy these people have|fireworks when it exploded in
in living is evident,”” he added.

A greater fear is that com-
mercialism and bureaucracy
will creep into AA because of
its access to federal monies and
larger contributions. Money
availability “‘could modify peo-
ple’s willingness to give of
themselves to AA without pay,”

“But the minute you put a
price tag on this, it doesn’t
I personally

hanoy City, lost his hand Friday
officials  at Locust
Police said Kufrovich, who

was also treated for severe
was

Another 320 acres within the
general area were classified as
suitable for agricultural use.
The larger portion of the land
will remain in federal owner-
ship, according to a news re-
lease by the Interior Depart-
ment. The department will de-
cide what use of the lands will
best serve the public interest on
the basis of public meetings and

his hand near the West End
Stadium in Mahanoy City.

field studies it has received, the
release said. ;s

attend the West Coast tour and
convention of the American As-

may make reservations through
the Fremont chapter of the
group in Canon City, Colo.

Senior Citizens' Tour Arranged‘fi

Senior citizens who want tojvada and San Francisco. T}‘le

cost is $325 excluding meals.

ver ! Full payment must be made by
sociation of Retired Persons Aug. 7.

For information, contact Leila

Savage, 423 Royal Gorge Blvd.,
The trip includes stops in Salt|Canon City, Colo. 81212, or tele-
Lake City, Idaho, Oregon, Ne-|phone 275-2430.
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Enjoy one of our very

special SPECIALS any night!
}Qr order from our regular menu;

All dinners include soup or salad
(all you want)
Lutz’s famous relish tray, and
individual bread loaf
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