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Daly of World Airways

Edward J. Daly, the wild bird of the avia-
tion world, soared into public attention
last month as he got the first planeload
of orphans out of Vietnam. Defying reg-
ulations, he ordered his World Airways
jet aloft, even though Saigon’s Tan Son
Nhut Airport refused clearance and
turned off the runway lights. The airlift
cost Daly $1 million.

Meanwhile, Daly was shaking up his
industry with a bold proposal to cut
fares in the U.S. He petitioned the Civil
Aeronautics Board to fly between the
East and West coasts for a one-way fare
of $89. That would be $11 less than the
cheapest regular fare, $148.96 less than
the most expensive. Now a supplemental
carrier, World would offer daily service,
becoming a scheduled airline, a status
Daly has long sought.

Starting in 1948 with $50,000 and two
war surplus planes, Daly has built World
into the largest of the nonskeds. But with
the U.S. involvement in Vietnam ending,
he no longer can count on soldiers filling
his fourteen jets, and he can’t afford
to have all that expensive equipment
grounded. He estimates his proposed
service would bring in $38 million a year
in revenues. But competing airlines are
outraged and will ask the CAB to clip
Daly’s wings.

FORTUNE May 1975
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‘Somebody had to do it’

By COBEY BLACK
Advertiser Columnist

‘The day the shooting stopped, I had
dinner with a swashbuckling Irishman
who for an agonizing month was the con-
science of the world.

Ed Daly, president of World Airways,
“saw a job to be done, and honey, I did
i&"" The man of the World was nan of
the hour when he personally commanded
the first flight of Vietn

‘Hubba-hubba, chop-chop, mucky-
mucky’ and a few other things, and

‘they'd drop everything and laugh. It

slowed things down'to 11 minutes and 38
seconds, so I didn’t break my own
company’s record.

“THEN I GOT to Saigon and saw what
was happening in Da Nang, and we took
the first flight in to pick up refugees,
which is exactly what we did — all
and children. That first flight

out of Da Nang. "I wouldn’t ask my
crews to do what I .wouldn't. I got the
hell out there. And if you want the story
fast and sweet, you'll have to delete the
etives.”  °

It's a long Way from a tragic flight
over Vietnam to a tranquil suite over
Waikiki, and Ed Daly carries a few bat-
tle scars — a case of double pneumonia,
a broken hand in a cast, an infected left
eye and a couple of shattered teeth.
Looking remarkably fit under the cir-
cumstances, in bright yellow slacks, he’s
here for an overnight of rest and recrea-
tion. “For the past seven weeks, time
has meant nothing. We'd go 72 hours at
a stretch without laying head to pillow,”
said Ed, whose airlines has ferried thou-
sands of refugees from the debacle that
closed the Vietnamese War.

“WORLD AIRWAYS started out on the

cargo was ammo, I declined and we
shifted to the rice run. And hell, honey,
we didn’t do it for money, we were in
there to feed the people even if we lost
our ass. We went out to do the most effi-
cient job and the record speaks for it-
self. And you'd better start deleting
right now.” I agreed. .

Herewith the expurgated version of
Daly’'s Vietnam Diary:

“When I got to Phnom Penh there
were six aircraft in the airlift and a
third of that fleet was ours, yet we did in
excess of 60 per cent of the entire lift,
and not for a profit because the more we
flew — up to five flights a day, the more
we lost because we were paid by the
day. We'd unload 95,000 pounds of rice
each trip, and I wanted to break the rec-
ord. not to mention feed a starving popu-
lation.

‘‘So I took off my shirt and began
grabbing sacks, hoping we could unload
95,000 pounds in less than 11 minutes, the
record. But the sight of the old man
sweating like a coolie was too much for
the crew and it cracked "em up. I'd yell

was disorganized but orderly. It was on
the second flight that all hell broke
loose! I felt it was safe to get back in

+ with thme aircraft, so at my own ex-

pense, I brought down two more from
Tokyo the next day. And what dld the
Saigon governments say? ‘No dice.’ I
told them to kiss my (expletive deleted).
We flew in two Boeing 707's, flying tan-
dem 30 seconds apart, nlong‘mhour
airflight 691. We were the lead plane,
with Captain Ken Healy at controls. And
he did a superb job.

“Our Clark Air Force Base station
manager, Joe Hrezo, was also aboard,
and ltoldhlmnouogetnﬂwlthwtm,
but he stepped down to join a news cam-
eraman and when I got back to the
lowered ramp, the people were swarm-
ing out of the ground, thousands of them.
The plane was packed in a minute, and I'
yelled to Healy to keep it moving while
we tried te pick up Hrezo and the news-

Daly’s delaying tactic, as the hysteria
d and and children were

trampled by the mobs, was to fire six
shots in the air. “The last three may
have singed a few heads, and whenthey
heard the empty chamber click, they re-
newed the charge.

“THAT'S when I cracked a few skulls
— something I'm not proud of, but 'I
grabbed Hrezo, tattered and torn. We
were still on the second step at 2,000 feet
in the air. At 6,000 feet we were still
trying to dislodge a body wedged in the
ramp. The guy was alive, with two
broken legs. We saved him, but damned
if he wasn't the SOB we'd seen trample
a little girl.

‘“The cameraman had managed to
throw his film aboard, so the rest is
recorded history. He got out on a mili-
tary flight a couple of hours later. On
that flight we took out over 300 pagsen-
gers, and only three of them were kids,
four women and two old men. The rest
were soldiers.

“But. when an individual's life’s in

danger, he'll do anything. I've faced
death a couple of times, and either you
keep your cool or you lose your life — or
take someone else’s. But this is a hellua-
va way to spend an enjoyable evening.
Let’s eat, drink and be merry."”

ON THAT CUE, two beautiful hos-
tesses joined us, and Ed introduced
them as Valerie Witherspoon and Ridsu-

ko Matsumoto, ‘‘great ladies who've .

been through hell.”

I remarked that they more closely
resembled angels, fresh out of heaven.
“Believe me, half the hell's been putting

up with Daly,” said Ed, as we headed
for a round of double martinis and a din-
ner of frogs legs at Arthur’s. Daly had a

second round.

He's been called the “hardest driving
chief executive on the airline scene',
and. rightly so. l"rbemnana-o(a
century since a 27-year-old ex-GI raised
$50,000 and took over a floundering 2-
year-old airline with two surplus planes,
and since parleyed it into the world's
largest charter airline, with annual reve-
nues now around $100 million and 8% bil-
lion passenger miles to its credit. It
touches world points from Tokyo to
Tunis, from Rabat to Rio, and from Ma-
drid to Des Moines. It flew the first com-
mercial non-stop flight from New York

Honolulu.

to ]

I told boot-shod Ed that any guy who
does things in such a big way has got to
be from Texas.

“Texas hell, honey, I'm a drugstore
cowboy from Chicago.”

SON OF A retired fireman who died
when Ed was 15, leaving a widow and
four kids, Edward J. Daly learned early
to fend for himself. He survived Chicago
University as a chemical engineering
student by running a trucking company
on the side. He worked for six months in
a California bank before joining a couple
of veteran buddies in an airfreight busi-

ness.

“I've been in a lot of businesses," con-
tinued Ed. “Last year 1 sold one of Cali-
fornia’s largest banks to Lloyds of
London for $115 million. But for me it's
not the money tha! matters, it's doing
the impossible that gives me the great-
est satisfaction in life.*

Tough. two-fisted, but with a strong
and loyal front staff that has been with
him for years, including Vice President
Brian Cooke, formerly of Hawaiian Air-

lines, Daly took on Operation Refugee
because ‘‘somebody had to. While the fat
cats were playing golf and tennis, mil-
lions were suffering. And what we at-
tempted to do was to make them realize
exactly what was happening. There was
no time to go through a dozen channels
when thousands of lives were on the line.
Decisions had to be made on the hour,
by the hour and before the hour."”

Ed his good fist on the table,
explaining that the one in the cast was
broken when the Danish leader of an or-
phan airlift out of Guam became 'a
drunken threat to passengers and crew.
““When he started slapping the kids
around, I let him have it.

“IF I SEEM to be an embittered man,
1 am. But I'm not discouraged, because

4 b

Thursday, May 1, 1975

Daly. The record speaks for ltself -

I'm confident some of our politicans will
now recognize the facts before they
make the decisions.

*‘And in the name of the Lord, my only
hope is that we salvaged something from
the rubble we created.”

Ed wears a medallion personally
presented by the Pope for ‘‘noncombat-
tant duty”. and owns two Arabian horses
that are a personal gift of King Hussein
of Jordan.

“I'm an outdoor guy and my favorite
sports, besides the obvious one, are rid-
ing and tennis. My wife and I own a
home in Orinda, California, formerly the
Alexander home, of Alexander & Bald-
win. 1 have a daughter and two
grandchildren. I'm 52 and right now I°
feel 152, but let's go where there's some
music."
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Vtef OrphanﬂArrhff Praiséd

. By HERB STOENNER."
.. Denver Post Staff Wnter

"7 childfen were aboard that plane, so chil- Iegal paper work: The Boulder agency los
s ‘j.dren had to be held in Denver until more-{143 children in that crash. -

closing of, Continental- CaFg 'Center {x pers:were reconstructed in Saigon.- | MrsZShirley Barnes; exectiive dxrecto

ay from a. halfway, house ‘for ‘or-4t LBoth children’s agencies denied that the |f Continental Care, provided an excellen

Fsture
“i phads airlifted from Vietnam: .marks f_he orphans were flown ‘to Denver without a example of commumty ~cooperation in the
“#end of a highly complex, rumor-riddert and 'horne to go to. At least, the homes for the {project.; Beamse the center ‘wasn’t quitt
““emotional venture into humanitarianism. . i .children ‘were. ‘‘in process.”’ Most .of _the: readyf'to open 1::tsn'avuursmg home, Mrs

«In its wake are happy adoptive parents, * \ichildren were on their-way to hOmes m Bames,acqun'ed the ; permission. of he!
#,dlsgruntled -adults who had hoped. to? adopt *twoor three days, the agencies said. ~ landlordsdo‘offm- the*half-furnished facili

w
N

and were still on the ‘waiting list and,” -jﬁfWillxams also explained that Red Cross ties. to the children of Vietnam. There wer
" sxbly, legal quesnons for the’ future.:-*%+had - a philosophical ; problem in entering -|beds but.go furniture<The offer. was mad:
And from those responding“to. questlon‘sh.ﬂ“s'-' project. "He *said- that - the - problem - |rent-free, ind £ Mrs":Barnes was-presen
about’ the pr0]ect ‘there has *been " high" _‘related to ‘one of the Geneva Convention ‘|daily-toipffer-her;expertise to-volunteer:
s¥praise for the, work ‘of the two lay, facili-  rulings that children:in war-torn countries..{appearing atr thevcenter._,Mrs Barnes, :
‘#tating agencies that’caught - the  brunt ‘of -were: to;be left in the. country, but.Red-|formersurgesn-general #assistant, helpec
Dthe emergency with the fall of*:Saigon:  Cross entered ol ] basis. to - jin the. French evacuanon of Vxetnam 2
" They had been accustomed to bringing out : reheve suffering. = | - - 51| years.ago- iRy Lo
- orphans one at “a: time unt.ll . the mass #:: Miss Ava Snook, adoptxon consultant for - = —ah - =
‘Dexodus b b 5 "th?}_bsgate of tColor;d&a?‘l:: w:: utx)\llolved Uemure ye:rmanum o
T j in the project,. sai is terribly im- . \Cheryl Markson ’execnnve director
closvzg rs(;xo%lf’t’ %;gus;;lez?dgogﬁgn’:: :’E. portant” that : records ‘on “these " ‘children - of the ‘Denver-based Friends’ of - Childrer
% Children of Vietnam in Denver. The other.: xist and that they are correct because of . of Vim Said’ that. nio” other ‘flights o
Oagency is Frxends for All Chxldren in ‘poslble future suits.: e orphans “Were - mvolved: Jexcept those ap-
~Boulder. . . o 5 diseet :.:.j- Therefore, she defe.nded some delays in pearing n news stories, and shé said that
- The ‘agencies sajd that if credxt is due' Jedosnig of children because she §a1d mash of the childrenlandmgm Denver hac
t ‘belongs to institutions and_ other. agen- R 8 P fome oG Gl el ; Sntimits. ‘destinations; “although-sotne hac
fes who , helped.and .t0. 2950. ded1cate a . Ms. P‘?t Dempsey, -volunteer working, in  processing: problems and., time-consuming
rt : B fundmg for: Friends- of - All “Children-*in. homevisit, delays,gChﬂdrm ‘from “this
s % B oulder,,\b sau;] that most of the children . agency. weremkento{.lfe Center, TS E.
R d C ‘axrhfted y ‘her. agency -were:under ' ono Bth.Ave x“‘,i j.’::‘%.;- & »ﬁ'v‘,_.‘ KT
aemes \,Ygﬁns;rsnspl;:;;teant du'ector of i+ €At Shie:described the frooess bneﬂy: 7. ¢ - Mrsd Markson cal[ed'ihe 'me °f the
the” Mile LI-hgh ‘Chapter of American fied ' ’h'l;:canﬁ?,ﬂd,;e% :&u’l: bed c&e&ﬁgts ou: alrhét‘mh'gmendws and‘the expensn i -
i and : the- of - warding.%-*:
:ggg:s a;a;gci‘ﬁefﬁ“ ggeotfwg;fwggsengf approved adoptive families would be ‘stud- **And. for:those ‘not . mvo]ved in" the -proj-
& as it o some] o lamtsniof ST wied: Ttus would take into account the pref- ect/’ *she ‘alluded :to' large ‘hiddeén’ costs. in
mar?a?;ement—consxdermg the;,;cu-cum-f “erences Jof ‘the” family:: Generally*girls,” the " aitlift: project %4+ expanded ~agency
stances.under .which the were: orced  to™ ’_racxally Habind chlldren and younger - Staffsy” employmen £ of'fprofmsxonal social
y ‘were preferred. ;. <" -« workers to“do home: visits, transportation

operate.: - 2 -If dhe adoptlve famuy approved an at-..co housekeepmg costs. such ps laundry

:Réd-‘Cross worked through these “agen- ~torney in Vietnam would- adopt: the “child - enormons' ,1ong-dxstance -phone

_-cxes because they had .been-at work in.-and an ‘attorney in ‘the United States: chargm mvolved )n" mplehng arrange
Saigon before the emergency. began. . ."5 \would adopt the child for the family: The ; ments. 2 -

‘There’ had been reports of’ chaos in' the'/family would: pay ' all attomey fees: a.nd =]
-baby ' receiving " clinics ‘ (denied),’ -nonor- transport charges. ! -

:phans being transported *(officially ‘denied ##. Ms.+: Dempsey: : said ' that v all - therr
“in media stories), delays in processing the - ‘agency’s children .had destinations,
“schi s sthose: “who .were -being moved~t.or i

of /the dedlcatlon of the voluntee.rs.. C
‘also'said that the ‘children arrived:in ‘fair-; -'Care Center 2201 Downmg St.,-for exami--
1y good condition and that he saw:most ‘of - ‘Dation and = processing; »and if medlcal
pt_helr legal. papers. . He beheves the .per-= problems were found, the children would”
: ¥ i : L-moved d.trectly 40 the. hospnals Dn 3

\:He 'said ‘most- of the chmc reports relat teered their’ semces. 0 3
ed to medical care, and he apologized- for- £ She saxd that. one': ﬂLght of chxldren on
;an oversight.in not mentioning“Children’s | thé wayto Italy ‘had been recalled, to'-
Hospital in-an ‘earlier listing of hospltals - Denver ‘because -some doubts ~had. ansen
that. helped.Children’s handled 20 cases. . that: .these  “children might - end :up &in
He said all hospitals in Denver offered “orphanages - instead of homes because of
help but not all were used.: S E 3 ‘the economic ‘conditions. After the family
'Unavoida & placements were confirmed, .the flight

Williams said 'E;xle Delcys resumcdj i
ere were some unavo;d- ‘h’e\{‘@.d that the whole staff of Friends

;:’.:ﬁodi:"l{ls “5}"" the crash of an airlift. for Children flew to the West Coast
letnam. Legal papers for the after {the plane craLsh o> help with lhe
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Protests Vmced

By JOHN DUNNING
* Denver Post Staff Writer
COperﬂ 1975, The Denver Post, Inc. !

A Denver-based organization that helped
brmg more than 400 children out of South
Vietnam in a frantic babylift last month
now is planning to expand its operations
to at least one other country.

The nation most seriously consxdered as
the next target of the group’s operations
is India, The Denver Post has learned.

" Mrs. Cheryl Markson, executive director
pf the group, confirmed that much talk on
“where to go next” has centered on India,
“‘but any country you could mentlon has
teeh suggested.”

"~ “In all probability,” Mrs. Markson said,
Frlends of Children of Vietnam (FCVN)
“w111 go into another country.”

Complqm to..Governer.—.

S But. even as the new plans were bemg hon
formed, iy reared its head within the tle gir
ranks,~48 FCVN volunteers and “adoptive ~_

' gardnts egan to turn out in protest.

~complaints to the Colorado governor’s of-

~ met behind closed doors with represent-
atives of Colorado social - services, the '

and the governor’s ombudsman.

. Rick Wedgle of the governor’s office .
asked for the meeting after he had
recelved more than 10 complaints from

“six or exgh »? families regarding FCVN’s -

~ handling of the Vletnam babylift. By late
~ Friday, aboiut six more families had con-
edgle,

‘Almost a dozen of them took their °

fice Thursday. For about two hours they -

Denver office of U.S. Rep. Pat Schroeder, P

1000 1 (AN -1 oo
sullon decree “was well 1mplex_r
most schools.”

—Nevertheless A7 white noose is forn.,
ing around the city” due to contmumg
movement to the suburbs. At least a por- as are.,
tion of this movement “has its roots in*.which “n
the desegregatnon program 2 - to achiev

(4

complamts agalnst FCVN to more than o
30.

The protesters were trying to block
FCVN'’s application for its license renewal
as an adoption agency. Wedgle said he
wouldn’t discuss specific complaints until
he has met with Mrs. Markson, a meetmg
now set for 8:30 a.m. Tuesday :

Profes’rs Listed . it

But sources ‘told The Post that the bulk %
of the complaints, centered on these gener-
al areas:

- —The care glven children at FCVN
centers on both sides of the Pacific Ocean. &

One  story described opened baby -
formulas left unrefrigerated for more than
‘a day before feeding. Children allegedly
‘were placed without regard for their emo-
tional well- -being. One woman told of a
sister gndq‘ brother being sent to separate

es, with £ : :

ven in the final days, when babyhft'
transportatlon costs were absorbed by the
govemment parents were paying $800 for
" a child. Now they want to know what hap-
ned to that money, estimated conserva-
. tively at $300,000. Did the money go for -
the welfare of South Vietnam children, or
s it being saved to establish adoptlon ten— i
tacles in other nations?
—The questionable “orphan”. status of
Chlldren airlifted out of South Vietnam.
Volunteers ld of children who arnved -

Conﬁnued on'puge 36 secﬂon C” i




PROTESTS RIP DENVER-BASED UNIT

Babylift Looks to Other Lands

with lists of American contacts.
They told of kids who could
play Chopin on the piano and
were fluent in three or more
languages. Some of the Kids, it
was charged, admitted that
they had been “coached” on
what to say when they arrived
in the United States, but
whether such “coaching” was
done here or in Saigon is
unclear. _

—The alleged *“dictatorial”
policies of Mrs. Markson a_nd
Carol Westlake, FCVN adoption
director. .

During the Thursday meeting,
some volunteers charged th?t
families were passed over In
the adoptive process at the
whim of the directors.

Mrs. Markson, in an inter-
view Friday, denied that either
she or Mrs. Westland had exer-
cised any improper influence in
the placement of children. “'In
no way would I maliciously in-
terfere with someone’s getting
a child even if 1 -could have,”

"she said.

Record

Asked on
Children

By JOHN TOOHEY
Denver Post Staff Writer
A federal judge in San Fran-
cisco has ordered the govern-
ment to check all available
records of Vietnamese children
brought into the United States
“*=na April L.
Yorder to the U.S. Im-
“n and Naturalization
'(INS) was issued as the
Jf a lawsuit filed in San
.cisco.
- the defendants named
are two Colorado

~ San

“Children were assigned on
the basis of when the home
study (of prospective parents)
was approved by our social
workers,” she said. “I think
most of the people complain-
ing was well-intentioned, but

they just don’t understifd -the

timetable in which this was
done.

“We had over 200 applications
for children even before South
Vietnam started to fall. Some
people were umhappy that they
didn’t get a child, and because
Carol and I ran it, they blame
us.” d

Mrs. Markson said charges
that children might not have
been orphans, that they had
been “coached” or told to lie,
were “ridiculous. Many kids in
orphanages are hilingual.
Thaf’s not even worth com-
menting on.”

Siblings weren't separated,
she said. “That report is com-
pletely erroneous. We did have
children who we knew weren’t
siblings. But they were claim-
ing they were so they could
stay together.”

As for the money, Mrs. Mark-
son said FCVN “has always
charged an adoption fee.” In
the days before the airlift, an
adoptive family might have to
pay as much as $1,400 when the
price of transportation was
added in.

The airlift eliminated the
transportation charge, but it
also created a tremendous
crush of work. “We had attor-
neys’ fees; we had six new
phone lines put in; we had
printing costs. We had to put
two pari-time secretaries on
full time.

“There were medical bills.
We still owe a $15,000 medical
bill fo Children’s Hospital, and

it’s not all in yet.”

But, she said, FCVN does
have ‘““some money on hand. I
couldn’t tell you the amount
offhand.”

And there are definite plans
for expansion info other coun-
tries.

Mrs. Markson said some of
the money will be used to es-
tablish a Vietnam “cultural
resource center” in Denver,
providing cultural and histori-
cal information to children and
their adoptive parents.

She said a detailed break-
down of FCVN finances hasn’t
been prepared and “isn’t one of
our priorities right now. But I
imagine it could be arranged.”

To the families and volun-
teers, the coming confrontation
is a sad ending to a worthwhile
project. Many still have strong
emotional ties to FCVN. Per-
sonal friendships were formed
over the years, and some still
exist. ’

Some of the families haven’t
yet received final papers on
their children. There were stat-

ed fears of recriminations, and

of losing babies through
trumped-up formalities, so Wed-
gle closed the meeting Ilast
week to protect their identities.

Later some of them talked
with The Post, on the condition
that their anonymity would con-
tinue.

They told how FCVN started
in 1967 as a small group of doc-
tors interested in sending medi-
cal supplies to Vietnam. After a
few years the group began to
flounder and by 1970 was in a
state of limbo.

Meanwhile, about a dozen
families with adopted Vietnam-
ese children began to band
together and see each other
socially. The need for a formal

structure was discussed, and in
1971 the families formed the
present FCVN, absorbing the
constitution and bylaws es-
tablished by the doctors years
before.

By 1973, FCVN had grown
into an adoption agency li-
censed by the state. Severe ten-
sions developed on the board of
directors, and FCVN split into
two factions. The adoptive fac-
tion formed in Boulder as
Friends for All Children and
has continued to operate as a
separate agency.

FCVN, meanwhile, continued
in Denver. It retained its adop-
tion license, but was primarily
a counseling and supply ser-
vice, helping people who want-
ed to adopt and sending
supplies to Vietnam. Mrs.
Markson and Mrs. Westlake of-
fered to work and gradually as-
sumed the positions as directors
of the group.

The splitting of the factions
was never smooth, though both
groups have gone to great
lengths to avoid open bloodlet-
ting. But resentment and hard
feelings always were just be-
neath the surface, ready to
erupt in open hostility at any
time.

At FCVN, more tension devel-
cped as the group moved more
and more into the adoptive
process. Many members felt
that FCVN should remain pri-
marily a counseling agency,
that it could be most effective
outside the area of adoptions.

It culminated last fall in
large-scale resignations from
the FCVN board. After the
shakeup, Mrs. Markson
emerged as the guilding light.

Schroeder studies custody
of Viet babies. Page 30.
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tody of V1etnamese .children
~fprocessed by Colorado-based
-t adoption agencies was termed a
lerea] tragedy” by Rep. Pat

[ Schroeder, - D-Colo,, Friday.

Mrs. ‘Schroeder, in a Denver
visit, ‘said her ofﬁce is “looking
into’’, . mounting  complaints
| against  one .of the agencies,

| (FCVN).

thing that’s clearly a vxolatlon,”
she said.

babies in their home. They don’t

.w111~cont1nwe investigating re-
rportg of unsanitary conditions

.in its “babylift”’ operation. -
governor’s office next Tuesday
between state officials and Mrs.
tive director.:

cision ‘on the' FCVN case will
. | rado Department of Social Ser-
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" PROTESTS RIP DENVER-BASED UNIT

Babylift Looks to Other Lands

with lists of American contacts.
They told of kids wt_lo could
play Chopin on the piano and
were fluent in three or more
languages. Some of the kids, it
was charged, admitted that
they had been “coached” on
what to say when they arrived
in the United States, but
whether such “coaching” was
done here or in Saigon 1is
unclear. i

—The alleged “dictatorial”
policies of Mrs. Markson a‘nd
Carol Westlake, FCVN adoption
director. i

During the Thursday meeting,
some volunteers charged that
families were passed over in
the adoptive process at the
whim of the directors.

Mrs. Markson, in an inter-
view Friday, denied that either
she or Mrs. Westland had exer-
cised any improper influence in
the placement of children. “In

" no way would I maliciously in-

terfere with someone’s getting
a child even if I could have,”
she said.

‘““Children were assigned on
the basis of when the home
study (of prospective parents)
was approved by our social
workers,” she said. “I think
most of the people complain-
ing was well-intentioned, but
they just don’t understand the
timetable in which this was
done.

“We had over 200 applications
for children even before South
Vietnam started to fall. Some
people were unhappy that they
didn’t get a child, and because
Carol and I ran it, they blame
us.”

Mrs. Markson said charges
that children might not have
been orphans, that they had
been “coached” or told to lie,
were “ridiculous. Many kids in
orphanages are bilingual.
That’s not even worth com-
menting on.”

Siblings weren't separated,
she said. “That report is com-
pletely erroneous. We did have
children who we knew weren’t
siblings. But they were claim-
ing they were so they could
stay together.”

As for the money, Mrs. Mark-
son said FCVN “has always
charged an adoption fee.” In
the days before the airlift, an
adoptive family might have to
pay as much as $1,400 when the
price of {transportation was
added in.

The airlift eliminated the
transportation charge, but it
also created a  tremendous
crush of work. “We had attor-
neys’ fees; we had six new
phone lines put in; we had
printing costs. We had to put
two part-time secretaries on

|ull time.

“There were medical bills.
We still owe a $15,000 medical
{bill to Children’s Hospital, and

it’s not all in yet.”

But, she said, FCVN does
have ‘“some money on hand. I
couldn’t tell you the amount
offhand.”

And there are definite plans
for expansion into other coun-
tries.

Mrs. Markson said some of
the money will be used to es-
tablish a Vietnam ‘‘cultural
resource center” in Denver,
providing cultural and histori-
cal information to children and
their adoptive parents.

She said a detailed break-
down of FCVN finances hasn't
been prepared and ‘“isn’t one of
our priorities right now. But I
imagine it could be arranged.”

To the families and volun-
teers, the coming confrontation
is a sad ending to a worthwhile
project. Many still have strong
emotional ties to FCVN. Per-
sonal friendships were formed
over the years, and some still
exist.

Some of the families haven’t
yet received final papers on
their children. There were stat-
ed fears of recriminations, and
of losing babies through
trumped-up formalities, so Wed-
gle closed the meeting last
week to protect their identities.

Later some of them talked
with The Post, on the condition
that their anonymity would con-
tinue.

They told how FCVN started
in 1967 as a small group of doc-
tors interested in sending medi-
cal supplies to Vietnam. After a
few years the group began to
flounder and by 1970 was in a
state of limbo.

Meanwhile, about a dozen
families with adopted Vietnam-
ese children began to band

together and see each other
socially. The need for a formal

structure was discussed, and in
1971 the families formed the
present FCVN, absorbing the
constitution and bylaws es-
tablished by the doctors years
before.

By 1973, FCVN had grown
into an adoption agency li-
censed by the state. Severe ten-
sions developed on the board of
directors, and FCVN split into
two factions. The adoptive fac-
tion formed in Boulder as
Friends for All Children and
has continued to operate as a
separate agency.

FCVN, meanwhile, continued
in Denver. It retained its adop-
tion license, but was primarily
a counseling and supply ser-
vice, helping people who want-
ed to adopt and sending
supplies to Vietnam. Mrs.
Markson and Mrs. Westlake of-
fered to work and gradually as-
sumed the positions as directors
of the group. :

The splitting of the factions
was never smooth, though both
groups have gone to great
lengths to avoid open bloodlet-
ting. But resentment and hard
feelings always were just be-
neath the surface, ready to
erupt in open hostility at any
time.

At FCVN, more tension devel-
oped as the group moved more
and more into the adoptive
‘process. Many members felt
that FCVN should remain pri-
marily a counseling agency,
that it could be most effective
outside the area of adoptions.

It culminated last fall in
large-scale resignations from
the FCVN board. After the
shakeup, Mrs. Markson
emerged as the guilding light.

Schroeder studies eustody

of Viet babies. Page 30.
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By JOHN TOOHEY

-A I;:gver Post Staff Writer
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Following the hearing, Judge

rado organizations to produce
10 files on the children in their
care to show how complete they
are and to determine how the
files have been developed and
used.
The files were to be used by
the plaintiffs in the San Fran-
cisco hearing last week.
In her complaint, the Viet-
namese bride of the American
claimed that at least three
children she talked with at the
Presidio said they had parents
in Vietnam and relatives here
and that they were sent here
only to escape Viet Cong and
North Vietnamese reprisals.
The suit questioned the status
of other children. It asked for
an injunction to halt all federal
and private activities directed
toward adoptive placement of
the children until thtir legiti-
mate entries into the United
States could be determined by
, a third, disinterested party.

U.S. Dist. Judge Spencer
Williams at San Francisco,
however, said he wasn’t “in-
clined” to grant all the requests
asked in the suit. He said he
was concerned about “some
possible irregularities in the
paperwork” concerning some of
the children.

He ordered the INS to check
all the children’s records —

It

those arriving here after April
¢ 1 — to discover any “possible
irregularities.”

Intent of the order there, ac-
cording to a San Francisco
court spokesman, is to seek out
and discover any children who
may have come to the United
States illegally in the confusion
of bringing the hundreds of
orphans and abandoned here.
_ A spokesman for the Boulder-
based group warned however,

that many of the children
. aren’t orphans in the f{rue

> ~anse,
{




gazing toward Europe when I1apped her on her Theirives are in ruins. Remember a few wedls
shoulder. “Ma'am,” | said, “if you look the other mmgwmk\apmmmm_
way, we -have about 55,000 Vietnamese refu- gG",,w“mmmY me:‘:! object to W‘ﬁu
gees coming in from Guam and the Philippines. { - sm"g&omstam%
;zought you might hold your torch high and light. mm ban you do uih
e way for them.” ~ )
The statue seemed iritated.“We have 100 wf;dpmemmmmmkemg

manypeopleinﬂmMymWﬂnl# iy i =

e Py o “IT'S OUT OF the question. I sn't our fedit

?We me them.  tirex andtheyrepoor they lost the war. Look, o one minds one or two

T e .u::r‘g
rf ?hggﬁtmmpemmm'w thumb. The unions would never stand for it.

“You never worried about that before,” | said. M,“"‘mvw back on them."l
"Whoever came to this country eventually found - i
jobsanﬂalmostdofﬂmnmaﬁavetygood 4
ﬁans%‘herehmmasonbmmem;
3 be different. After all youafotho
mothero exiles.” : & T

lMESHAVEchanged mgrowied“ﬂn
enoanppopleargn'tmwmbavlng

“snreat randfathen sre foreigners. You've wel-
comed them all. Tellme
anything against Oriantal
“idon'tperson:uy youhml\owsomo |
_people are. The Viet have different |
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) Denver Po Photo by David Cupp
! ARMY SPECIALIST LINDA CASEY CARRIES ORPHAN TO NURSING HOME

The Vietnamese infant, Nguyen Thi My, was last arrival in seven-year-old program.

Laughter, Tears Are Absent

As Vietnamese Babylift Ends

By DAVID CUPP The scene was to repeat itself | from a Denver doctor who had
Denver Post Staff Writer more than a hundred times| started the organization two

| There was no laughter. There | With different children and dlf—l years before to get medical aid
vore ho fears. An Armay Spe_(ferent parents in the Denver| to children and hospitals in
cialist handed a Vietnamese| terminal over the next seven|Vietnam.

orphan over to a waiting volun-| Y€ars- ¥ HELP PARENTS
{teer and it was over. f’fl"h.e :)aby hét pr glqedure %":S The two women worked to get
The babylift had ended. efficient and  military. The| p,onev {6 an Australian school

children were taken off the
It started th en . : teacher, Rosemary Taylor, to
started more an Svict| plane, given to either army I"keep her foundling home for

| years ago, when the first Viet- Req Cross personnel, then
- | namese orphans arrived at|taken to the CI:)ntsmental Nurs-| | GELneny i Eegn. Saug ang -
i Denver’s Stapleton Interna-| ing Home, where they would be| 'help other parents interested in
~ " tional Airport. ‘held adill “tate Baslth was. | adopting Vietnamese orphans. g
On that night there was stabilized and thev could be . 1nings were different then.”!
aughter — and tears. There processed for adoption. Mrs. Buchanan explained. *“‘So|
was the joy of a parent holding| For seven vears, Friends of €W wanted to adopt.
a son for the first time. Children of Vietnam (FCVN)' ‘“‘When someone called about
On that Nov. 10, 1968, night, has been helping children and, adopting, you hoped " Mrs.
the moment belonged to John refugees in Vietnam, and help-) Buchanan paused. “you prayed,
and LeSanne Buchanan of 7276 ing guide parents in adoptmg‘that they would go through with,
S. Birch St.. Arapahoe Countv | Vietnamese children.
and Jim and Marcia Bumpus‘ Two women, LeSanne Bu-I “Its hard to believe that
1094 W. 30th Place, Golden./chanan and Wende Grant—now something that started so small|
heir Vietnamese children were' with Friende far All Children | and o long._aga eonld havael
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What d0es it cost andwho

benefits, when an American
family adopts a Vietnamese
* “orphan?”

| . The cost for the entire
.. process, which can take

| years, can exceed' $2,000 for |

-each - child, according to
. - adoption officials here ‘and
“4in Colorado. The latter state
+is' the:'home of two.of the

.. largest international adop-

tion agenc1es

i But itis becoming increas-
mgly evident that someone
.‘— no one is yet Sure who —
Vis ‘making a profit off some
" of the 2,700 Vietnamese chil-
dren_who were airlifted un-
wder: *“‘Operation Babylift,”
during the dying day-s of the
: Salgon reg:me g'-‘
And one agency, Fnends
of the Children of Vietnam,
1s' under, investxgauon by
,. Colorado ofﬂcxals, it ‘was
learned g

oo
RO

The invcstlgatlon under
the direction of the Colorado
‘Social Services agency,

“slems: from dozens of com-
plaints by persons involyed
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T here’s profit in Vietnamese ‘orph

“Fach day the ml'xlpléfrits

‘grow,” said Rick Wedgel, a

member of Colorado
Richard ' D.

staff

They range from bills sent'
by adoption agencies that are

“mot itemized (as high as $800)
“:to foster parents who discov-

er they are not legal guardi-

-ans after they’ve cared fora

child for weeks, he said. *

There appears to be little
official interest
tions of adoption irregulari-
ties in California, despite the
fact. that more than 1,100
““orphans” were processed
through the San Francisco
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Presidio alone.

" Testimony at a federal
court hearing here on Mon-
day revealed that only the
Immigration and Naturali-
zation Service is making any.
attempt to find out the true.
‘identities of the Vietnamese
children.

< by a Vietnamese

No federal agency, how-
ever, .is looking into the fi-
nancial dealings of the seven

<

international adoption agen-

cies that sponsored all of the
‘“orphans” that were airlift-

‘ed to the United States dur-

ing April.

U.S. District Judge Spen-
cer Williams is expected to

rule today on arequest for a

preliminary injunction filed
woman
asking that all adoption pro-
ccedings involving Vietnam-
ese refugee children be
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stopped until the alleged
non-orphans can be weeded
out.

Mort Cohen, the Berkeley
attorney for Muoi McCon-
nell, the San Leandro wom-
an who filed the suit, he-
lieves that “Operation Baby-
lift”” was both politically and
financially rewarding t{o
some people.

“The motivation seems to

be money o

said yesterday
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official admif
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stopped until the alleged
non-orphans can be weceded
out.

Mort Cohen, the Berkeley
attorney for Muoi McCon-
nell, the San Leandro wom-
an who filed the suit, bhe-
lieves that “Operation Baby-
lift”* was both politically and
financially rewarding t{o
some people.

‘he money or politics,” he
said yesterday outside feder-
al court. During the hearing,
he noted, a U.S. Agency for
International Development
official admitted that AID
funds were used to help sup-
port some adoption agencies
in Vietnam and paid for mil-
itary flights to the U.S

Thus, he said, many of the
normal adoption cosls cven-
tually paid by pavenls [ora

Vietnamese  child.
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FCVN and Friends For Alt-"*

Children the other Colorat ™
ageney'
for the federal court hear-*"

do-based adoption

ing.
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Neither group sent repreé: |
sentatives, Cohen said, he" .

cause their  atlorrnevs
claimed the subpocnas was
improperly served.
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KELLY GIPE, 8, HOLDS LAST VIETNAMESE ORPHAN TO LEAVE THE CENTER
Baby was scheduled to go to Boulder. Kelly was helpiig at the center.
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Viet Orphan Airlift Praised

By HERB STOENNER
Denver Post Staff Writer

The closing of Continental Care Center
Saturday from a halfway house for or-
phans airlifted from Vietnam marks the
end of a highly complex, rumor-ridden and
emotional venture into humanitarianism.

In its wake are happy adoptive parents.
disgruntled adults who had hoped to adopt
and were still on the waiting list and, pos-
sibly, legal questions for the future.

And from those responding o questions
about the project. there has been high
praise for the work of the two lay. facili-
tating agencies that caught the brunt of

Dthe emergency with the fall of Saigon.

They had been accustomed to bringing out
orphans one at a time until the mass

Dexodus.

“We're out of business now, and we've
closed shop,” said an aide of Friends of

DChildren of Vietnam in Denver. The other

agency is Friends for All Children in
Boulder.

The agencies said that if credit is due,
it belongs to institutions and other agen-
cies who helped and to 2.950 dedicated
volunteers.

Red Cross Praise

James lehams 3551stant director of
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children were aboard that plane. so chil-
dren had to be held in Denver until more
papers were reconstructed in Saigon.

Both children’s agencies denied that the
orphans were flown to Denver without a
home to go to. At least, the homes for the
children were ‘‘in process.” Most .of the
children were on their way to homes in
two or three days, the agencies said.

Williams also explained that Red Cross
had a philosophical problem in entering
this project. He said that the problem
related to one of the Geneva Convention
rulings that children in war-torn countries
were to be left in the country, but Red
Cross entered on an emergency basis to
relieve suffering.

Miss Ava Snook, adoption consultant for
the State of Colorado who was involved
in the project, said that it is terribly im-
portant that records on these children
exist and that they are correct because of
possible future suits.

Therefore, she defended some delays in
processing of children because she said
that the required home visits take time.

Ms. Pat Dempsey, volunteer working in
funding for Friends of All Children in
Boulder, said that most of the children
airlifted by her agency were under one
year. She described the process briefly.

The children would be checked out
nhucically in Vietnam, and the lists of
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legal paper work. The Boulder agency lost
143 children in that crash.

Mrs. Shirley Barnes. executive director
of Continental Care, provided an excellent
example of community cooperation in the
project. Because the center wasn’t quite
ready to open as a nursing home. Mrs.
Barnes acquired the permission of. her
landlords to offer the half-furnished facili-
ties to the children of Vietnam. There were
beds but no furniture. The offer was made
rent-free, and Mrs. Barnes was present
daily to offer her expertise to volunteers
appearing at the center. Mrs. Barnes. a
former surgeon-general assistant, helped
in the French evacuation of Vietnam 22
vears ago.

'Definite Destinations'

Mrs. Cheryl Markson, executive director
of the Denver-based Friends of Children
of Vietnam. said that no other flights of
orphans were involved except those ap-
pearing in news stories, and she said that
most of the children landing in Denver had
definite destinations, although some had
processing problems and time-consuming
home visit delays. Children from this
agency were taken to Life Center, 5775 E.
8th Ave

Mrs. Markson called the pressure of the

airlift tremendous and the experience re-
warding.
:And for those not involved in the proj-
t, she alluded to large hidden costs in
e airlift project . . . expanded agencv
affs, employment of professional social
orkers to do home visits. transportation
osts. housekeeping costs such as laundry
long-distance phone
harges involved in completing arrange-
ments.

In a story about airlift volunteers which
;appeared last Thursday in the Living '75
section of The Denver Post. the affiliation
of Mrs. Susan Tavlor was incorrectly stat-
ed. Mrs. Taylor., a nurse and administra-
tive officer at Life Center. represents
Friends of the Children of Vietnam, not
Friends for All Children in Boulder.
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In its wake are happy adoptlve parents,
disgruntled adults who had hoped to adopt
and were still on the waiting list and, pos-
sibly, legal questions for the future.

And from those responding to questions
about the project, there has been  high
praise for the work of the two lay, facili-

Dtatmg agencies that caught the brunt of

the emergency with the fall of Saigon.
They had been accustomed to bringing out
orphans one at a time .until the mass.
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[>Ch11dren of Vietnam in Denver. The other

. agency s Frlends for AIl Chlldren in
Boulder.

The agencies said that if credit is due, -
it belongs to institutions and other. agen-
cies who helped and to 2,950 dedlcated,-"r

olunteers

‘Red Cross Pralse

James Williams, assnstant dlrector of

- the Mile High Chapter of American Red

Cross, said he felt the two agencies had

' done an excellent ]ob of arrangements—.
despite’ some complaints of mis-

| management—considering the circum-

stances under which they were forced to

operate

“Red Cross worked through these agen- -

. cies because they thad been at work in
¢ Saigon before the emergency began. .

-

There ‘had been- reports. of .chaos in the'

 baby .receiving clinics (denied), nonor- -

; phans being transported (oiﬂclally denied

in media stories), delays in processmg the
i children and children landmg .m Denver E

¥

“with no home to go fo. -
lehams said he vmlted the clu'ucs to
check on the purported ‘‘chaos” ‘but -

| couldn’t sibstantiate the reports in view
_ of the dedication of the volunteers. He -
. also said that’the children arrived in fair-

1y good condmon and that he saw most of -

 their legal - ‘papers, He beheves the per-

* centage ‘of children’ “arriving in- Denver_j_
* who weren’t headed *Ior homes was' very
. slight. -

© He said all hospitals in ‘Denver offered
] p the economic condltlons ‘After the family
flight

i’,able delays as in the crash of an airlift

He sald most of the c1m1c reports relat-

ed to medical care, and he apologized for .
o % e the - way - to Italy had ‘been recalled to

" an oversight in not mentioning Children’s
‘Hospital in an earlier listing of hospitals
that ‘helped. ‘Children’s handled 20 cases.
help but not all were used.

'Unavmdable Delays
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papers were reconstructed in Saigon. -
Both children’s agencies denied that the

‘orphans were flown to Denver without a

home to go to. At least, the homes for the
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- children were on their way 'to-homes in

‘two or three days, the agencies said.
Williams also explained that Red Cross

had a ‘philosphical problem in entering

this project. He said -that the problem

were to be leff in the country, but Red
‘Cross entered on an emergency basrs to
relieve suffering.

Miss Ava Snook, adoption consultant for
the State of Colorado ‘who ‘was involved

~in the project, said that it is terribly im-

portant that records on these children
-exist and that they are correct because of
possible future suits. =

Therefore, she defended some delays in
processing of children because 'she said
that the required home visits take time. -
Ms. Pat Dempsey, volunteer working in
funding for .Friends of All Children in
‘Boulder, said 'that most of the children

;alrhfted by her agency ‘were under one

year. ‘She described the process brlefly

The children’ would " be checked out ailift tremendous and the expenence re-

,physseally ‘in’ Vietnam, and the . lists < of

approved adoptive fan'uhes would be ‘stud
ied. This would take into account the “pref:

~erences of the family. ‘Generally girls,’
‘racrally mixed chlldren and younger ones,

‘were preferred. : .
_If the adoptive famﬂy approved an at

and an. atiorney in the United States

‘would adopt the, c'h.ﬂd for the family, The
family would. pay all attomey fees aud g

Atransport charges. |

. Ms. Dempsey. said - that all thelr"

agencys children had destlnatlons, ‘even
“those who were ° bemg m
acountnes 1 il

Care Oenter, 2201 Dowmng St., for- exami-'
‘nation and - processmg, ‘and if medlcal
‘problems ‘were found, the children would
be moved directly to the hospitals. On
“behalf ‘of ‘her agency, ‘she thanked the

~ many Denver ' pedlatnclans who volun- :

teered their services. -
- She said that one ﬂlght of chxldren on

Denver because some doubts had - ansen
‘that these children ‘might end up in:
orphanages instead of homes because of

‘Williams said there were some unaVoid. " She

E plane in. Vretnam. Legal papers for the

after the plane crash to help with the

_years ago.

- processing problems and time-consuming
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_charges mvolved ’in completxng arrange-
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They're all “dead tired”—the 2,950
zlmieers in the Denver area who have beet
Equrking the last six weeks to help ‘resettle
%Emde” Vietnam chﬂdren, accordmg to

toDenver,oftenauam» '
"Idrs ‘Martha ‘Chapman on the staff of
gtﬁe Mile High chapter said, “It was such
Za"wonderful expenence ‘T'm sure we’d all

it all over. again,” she said. “I hope ﬁo’
“get some sleep this weekend.” & s
E{-S?ornedamsthepm;ectmeam:
¢ Idgistics crunch on an_emergency: basis.
“James William, assistant ‘manager of the!
Ecﬁapter explnmed that the t:hapter had 12

ee that

never -would
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" agencies a volunfeers,. e T
g clinics, and Red Cross volunteers.

Mrs. Susan Taylor, a pediatrics:nurse
and also alued with Friends of Chﬂdren of
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