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War orphan
flow to U.S.
jeopardized

By James R. Hood
DENVER (AP) — Ef-
forts to bring war orphans

to the United Stafes are
being accelerated as the

military situation detetio- |

rates in South Vietgam.

""We have 200 to 300
families waiting for chil-
dren. We're trying to get
them out, but we don't
know if we can make it,"
said . Sally Bergner of
Friends of Children of
Vietnam.

"We don't know how
much longer we can hold
out." s

MRS. BERGNEIi said' |

food costs have risen 200
per cent at some Saigon
orphanages in the last few
days, creating a desper-

~ate shortage of funds.

Food supplies to the or-

‘phanages have been inter-
| rupted by the. renewed
fighting .and thousands of

refugees are pouring into
Saigon. where many of
the nation's 133 orphan-

ages are located. she said.

The Denver-based
Friends of Children or-
ganization has been ferry-
ing about 10 orphans from
Saigon to new homes In

the United States each |

week for the past year, -
and hopes to accelerate

the pace because of re-

cent developments.
THE LATEST group of

10 children arrives in Los [

Angeles today.

"We Jjust don't know
how much longer we'll be

able to operate in South
Vietnam. We want to get '
as many children out as'
we possibly can," said
Cheryl Markson, the
group's executive direc-
tor. i

""One Saigon oprhanage

was swamped with 150 or-,.

phans who were brought

down from Quang Nam;

last week," Mrs. Markson |
said. "They had no food.
only the clothes on their
backs, no fresh diapers."
The organization has op-
erated in Santh Vietnam



yanager.. "Especially with our

f;m.'(Pnce. $1 10

e‘l‘e commg out w1th a Super
sald Dick Williams, a company

" enemy marchmg tnumphant]y
rough the Golden Arches.
. \"Any salesman knows that when
" he's giving a prospective customer
nis piteh, his main advantage is that
, compe\tltxon isn't there with him,"
~ Lambert said. "By mentioning us in
- their ads, Jack-in-the-Box loses that
- advantage.”

by constructing a Super Taco of its
- own?
*Tacos™ asked Lambert, pronounc-
. ing the word as if it were spelled
. ™Mackos.” "No, we have no plans to sell
tacos." :
Jack-in-the-Box isn't the only force
looming on the horizon.
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- Does MuDonaid's plan to retaliate -

place in the final respl

calling for no dialogue and no de-
tente. Two thmgs helped swmg victo-
ry to the Doves.

Zambian Forengn Mlmster Vernon
Mwaanga disclosed that South Africa
had agreed to withdraw its 3,000 po-
licemen from Rhodesia by the end of

May—a concession Vorster apparent- -

ly gave to Mwaanga to strengthen
the moderates' hand.

And Samora Machel, who led Freli-
mo guerrillas to victory over the Por-
tuguese in Mozambique, said that it
should be up to Muzorewa's African
National Council to call the shots in
Rhodesia. The bishop gives priority
to peaceful means.

The rhetoric moderated as the talks
wore on, although even the Doves
reiterated the need to arm for more

. fighting in case peace moves fail.

Those most in favor- of detente
were those closest to the fighting.

The Hawks were from farther away i

Some, scoffed Mwaanga, want a "mi-
crophone revolution based on makmg

GM's Special Layoff Fund
Will Run Out This Month"

BY DAN FISHER

Times Auto Writer

: General Motors Corp. said Friday

# that special unemployment benefits
which have cushioned the financial
impact of layoffs for tens of thou-
sands of its employes will cease at
the end of this month, at least two
weeks earlier than had been predict-
ed.

The auto maker said a special fund
set ‘aside under contracts’ with the
United Auto Workers union will go

" dry at that time, affecting 70,000 em-
ployes nationally and 1,100 at its Van
Nuys plant. Those employes, who
have been receiving almost 95% of
their normal take-home pay despite
being laid off, will then have to rely
solely on state unemployment bene-

fits.

Affected Van Nuys employes, for
example, have been collecting be-
tween $66 and $97 weekly from the
fund (depending on their wage rate)
to supplement $90 a week in state

unemployment benefits. With the -

¥

e

v

special .benefits dried up, most wﬂl
have to subsist on about half the
money they have been getting.

The GM announcement was made
jointly with the UAW, and came as a
mild surprise. GM's most recent fore-
cast had called for the fund to last
until mid-May.

Please Turn to Page 26, Col. 1
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Hardline Hawks had statt.ed' thef ._,V
meeting demanding intensified guer-
rilla- warfare against white rule and

South Africa.

courage further steps in the fcentatwe

“progress toward detente. TN
Talks on -constitutional changesl

that could lead to o
al ea majority rule in ' of Regional Force troops. And behind.

~ them, being airlifted b

Rhodesia were halted last month

‘when Rhodesia arrested the Rev.

Ndabaningi  Sithole, leader of the

Please Turn to Page 7,Col. 4 ~ -

The . moderate tone of the dove--
dommated meeting is expected to en-

" Behind them was anot_'

into the area, were zhe crack troops'’
- Please Turn fo l’nge 18, Col. 1
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AFTER THE EXPLOSION—The Catalina cruise ship Carib Star lies
in mud at its Los Angeles Harbor berth under Vincent Thomas Bridge.

Coast Guard investigators said they had

“reason to suspect” that a

bomb caused the blast that sank the $2:5 million craft Thursday night.

Story in Part 21 Page 1

Times photo by John Malmin

helicopter

BY BUDY ABRAMSON ;

Times Staff Writer

WASHINGTON—Despxte the Pres-

ident's plea for another $722 million

- in emergency military assistance, the

Ford Administration virtually has
given up on South Vietnam and now
looks hopefully” toward " negotiations
that undoubtedly would amount to a

* .+ surrender by the Saigon government,
. The overwhelming interest of the
United States now is to rescue the re- .

maining Americans from the country,
under conditions, it is hoped, that
would not require covering .gunfire
by US. marines and jet fighters. .

Two messages were conveyed to

. the country by the Ford Administra-

tion Thursday night: one by thé Pres-
ident, for the record, for the South
Vietnamese and for a world audience,
the other in more stgrk terms by Ad-
ministration officials filling in the

',.blanks bet.ween the lines.

The President offered the aid re-
‘quest in the certain knowledge that
Congress would reject it but hoping’
that the gesture would provide a psy- -
chological lift to the South Vietnam-
ese, and keep them fighting until the
Americans, and perhaps their Viet-
namese employes, can be evacuated.

At times, Administration officials
seemed on the verge of conceding -
that it was all over for the Salgon
govemment that the United States is
now interested in saving Americans
and in saving face.

- "Once the- decision (to reject Mr.
Ford's request for added military aid)

is made," they said, "it will not bel

used to start a national debate on

who lost, who was responsible.

Ple'ase Turn to Page 8, Col. 1

Parents of War Orphans
Warned of Traumas Ahead

BY LORRAINE BENNETT

Times Staff Writer

American fam,lhes who have
opened their homestethe orphans of
South Vietnam rfay be unaware of

-mental traumas -that lie ahead for

them and the children.

This warning comes from Dr. Jean
Carlin, who served twice in Southeast
Asia with Volunteer Physicians for
Vietnam, an effort financed by US.
Agency for “International Develop-
ment and directed by the American
Medical Assn. Carlin is executive as-
sociate dean of the college of medi-
cine at the University of California,
Irvine.-

She is concerned about the psycho-

logical health of the orphans and
wants to share her concern with new
parents and family doctors who will:
be treating the children.

As a psychiatrist Carlin is on the
staff of Fairview State Hospital in
Costa Mesa), she is concerned over

‘the publicized intention: of many

American - families to give their
adopted children new names.
"Any child over six or eight months

- of age will have learned to recognize

his or her name to some degree," she
said. "one's name is his identity.
"These children were suddenly
transported from Vietnam in an air-.
plane which in their previous exper-
ience only meant destruction, fedr or
hurt to them.
Please Turn fo Page 25, Col. 1

THE WEATHER

National Weather Service forecast:
Partly cloudy with a chance of a few"
light showers this morning. Decreas- -
ing cloudiness this afternoon and fair
tonight and- Sunday. Highs today
near 65. High Friday 62: low, 50.

Complete weather information and
smog report in Part 1, Page 24,
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»e'noc'at Santa Rosa, Calif., Monday Apnl 21, 19"5

protest .
“Ona gullt tnp babylift .

" OAKLAND. Calif. (UPI) —
. B The California Association of
Chxcago Tnbune i " Adoption Agencies Saturday
WASHINGTON — The group of cong‘essmen' s B etranolv eriticizad tha haholift
eager to expand the airlift of Vietnamese orphans to’
‘the United States and anxious to hear from a Viet- "
- ~namese spokesman, grew silent when a slight V1et- .
namese woman m her 20s stood up tospeak. " . 7

L “You're all on a gmlt tnp,’! ‘said Nguyen Thi- cd I /
- Ngoc Thoa in a calm voice. “Where were vou two- - -| |

'tt?.
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"ALL QUIET-— A volunteér baby sitter holds an in
fant and keeps watch on other Vietnamese orphans

sleeping on floor of a gymnasium in'San Francisco’s
Presidio, where the arriving youngsters are processed.

AP Wirephoto

Iﬁﬂux of South Vietnamese Waifs
Stirs Concern for American Orphans

._f BY GREG WASKUL

b Times Staff Writer

4

‘While plans are being made to
brigg as many as 25,000 South Viet-
namese orphans to the United States
for‘adoption, 50,000 black, Anglo and
\Iexxcan-Amencan school-ace chil-

{ren are living in orphanages and
xotter homes across the natioin, wait-
ingiand hoping for adoption.

Legislation has been introduced in
Congress that  would allow 25000
South Vietnamese orphans to become
American citizens overnight if adop-
tive parents can be found for them

But opponents of the massive aiclift
program which is bringing a siream
of grphans to this country " claim that
thesprogram is nof in the best inter-
est§ of the orphans involved.

option agencies :m&uéhbgt the
nation are being swamped: with calls

fron persons who want South Viet-
namese orphans.

However, the American Friends
Seryice Committee (AFSC), a Quaker
seryice group, stafed that the airlifts
violate the cultural traditions of the
Vietnamese.

"The Vietnamese practice is for
children who have lost one or both
parents to be ‘cared for by relatives

or close friends AFSC Executive ‘

Secretary Arthur Mack said.

Mack said the war has forced many
poor Vietnamese and smgle mothers
to place their. children in orphanages
to save them from starvation. He said
the "orphans” are then airlifted to the

United States without the consent of
their - parents "Even if parents do
consent it is a tragedy," he said.

"Putting massive funds into feeding

/these kids and keeping them with

their friends and relatives is a better
solution than. bringing them here.
AFSC Indochina Secretary Dot Wel-

Jer said.

*We think only two types of chil-

¢ dren should be flown out of South

N

/Vietnam—children of . a mixed GI

heritage, or those who are physically
handicapped and have no chance of
suryival in South Vietnam.

"Our position makes us come across
as .real heavies," she' said. "We're
trying to do what is best far the Viet-
namese child. We think that America
might not be the best place for these
children to grow up. Not only do
they need an extended family, but
children are needed for economic
reasons on the farms of Vietnam as
well”

US. Sen. Robert Packwood (R-Ore.)
disagreed. "I'm chilled to think what

the Vleu Concr will do to these chll-
dren, some of whom are obviously of
mixed blood," he said. "These children
are innocent victims of a tragic war.
They are a part of our inyolvement
there and we are partly responsible
for them."

Packwood introduced two bills in
the.Senate Monday that would grant
immediate citizenship to Vietnamese
orphans: upon adoption and allow
adoption of all Vietnamese orphans
who had one parent who was an
American citizén at the time of the
cald's birth.

The number of "Amerasian” chil-
dren in South Vietnam has been put

at approximately 25,000. All would be -

eligible for American cmzenshxp un-

3 degr, the Packwood bill.

han tt h I
"These -orphans areu er]y elp ess. {walt

“an American infant, but Vietnamese"

They have no one to fight for’ them

and no future to speak of " Packwood'

said.

Besides causing problems for adop-
tion agencies by their sheer number,
there is increasing speculation re-

-garding the long-range effects of the

massive arrival of South Vietnamese

"*orphans.

"I don't think any adoption agency

in the state would like to see families

that are available for American chil-
dren drained off to adopt- children
from another country. But when they
start bringing in these kids, the situa-
tion changes," said Marcia Gedanken,
state Department of Health Adoption
Services Section district supervisor.

"Some people who would normally
take California kids have take South
Vietnamese children,” she said. "One
of the reasons is that they can prob-
ably adopt a young Vietnamese
child" whereas only older children
are available in California.

"People are motivated to adopt the
Vietnamese children by a sudden
surge of emotion or pity. We have to
make sure that their real motivation
is strong ‘enough to sustain them for
the next 20 years," she said. "With all
of our intense feelings about Viet-
nam, some people will rush to adopt
a Vietnamese orphan when they real-
ly don't understand the full ramifica-
tions of their Jctlom

However SouLh ’\xemamese or-

phans also. have kindled interest in
adoption that has not been present
for years. "Our hope is that out of re-
sponse to Vietnamese children, many
families will become a reservoir for
the-adoption of American children la-

- namese children is that persons must:

ter on" Children's Home Society of
America spokeswoman Charlotte De .
Armand said.

"We try to share with all families

the need for adopting American chil-
dren, but right now most families
want a Vietnamese orphan: With
most American orphans already of
school age. many families shy away
in favor of a younger foreign child,
she said.

"But many who are responding to
the needs of the Vietnamese children
are unaware of the problems they
may have later on. The best parents
10 theszorpnanaare those ¥ hf‘ have
parented their own children—people
who have had the experience ¢f rais-
ing a child,” she said.

One reason-for the interest in Viet-
getvge,gn 3 and 5 years to adop

babies are available 1mmed1ate1}

Many experts thought the Sotith
Vietnamese adoption . rush’ ‘would
have a detrimental effect on the
adoption picture for American chil-
dren, but a spokeswoman for the Los
Angeles County Adoptions Depart-
ment said the airlifts were ‘a positive
factor.

" definitely will help our adoption
system in Los Angeles® she said. "I
think many people who have only re-
cently begun to think about adoption
will seriously consider taking an
American child if we cannot accom-
modate them with the Vietnamese
child they want."

But De Armand ‘said another major

* problem with the South Vietnamese

orphans is that they will compete
with American children for adoption
by the same select group of families.

"These are special -families" she
said. "They can give openly toa child

“that ‘has'been emotionally neglected

and emotionally abused. The only
reason a Vietnamese child or older
American child is available is that

- something has gone wrong. He has

already been betrayed."

A further complication for older
American children is that they have
often been through dozens of foster
homes. This makes it even more diffi-

“cult on adoptive families. "After the

initial honeymoon period, these chil-
dren begin testing their new family.
The family can expect to go a year or
two without love or response from
the child," De Armand said.

"If they can get through that peri-

Please Turn to Page 23, Col. 1
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OPINION 2

The Viet orphan

controversy

THE EMERGENCY AIRLIFT of several
hundred Vietnamese orphans to the United States

‘has not only touched millions of Americans
emotionally, it has also stirred controversy in--

cluding anger and bitterness. Much of the latter
has been ill- founded and unnecessary e

% " .Many people seem to have the notlon that

thése children were almost literally snatched off

the- streets of Saigon and rushed aboard

American-bound planes to save them £rom on-

rushmg Communist hordes.

~"ON THE CONTRARY, v1rtua11y all of the
‘chﬂdren were long ago adopted by American
foster parents through the orderly processes of
American service agencies in the U.S. and in
South Vietnam. The children were being cared for
im-regulated, American-operated orphanages in
,ibe Saigon area.

'Had the South Vietnamese army contmued to
stand off its- foe, the children would have been
brought to the U. S in small groups or individual-
ly.from time to time, virtually unnoticed. The

unexpected - collapse of the South Vietnamese .

resistance changed all that, resulting ‘in the

telescoping of schedules and rapid airlifting of the

orphans in large numbers under highly emotional
*and newsworthy cu'cumstances ‘

. THIS FACTUAL BACKGROUND largely in-
validates the charge by some Vietnamese that the
orphanage airlift is a guilt trip for Americans,
and- a similar charge by a group of Bay Area
theologians that the whole business is an immoral
effort to salve American consciences.

"~ The American couples who sought and adopt-
ed these children long before the South Vietnam-
ese .military collapse are a special breed of
compassionate people. They are not trying to

expiate any real or imaginary sins of their ownor '

anybody else

THERES A MEASURE of validity to the
assertion, made by the theologians among others,
that the orphans would be better off reared in

their own ethnic cultures, even under commu-

nism, than they will be in the alien American
culture. But the point is debatahle and rortainle




AN ORPHAN HOLS A MYSTERY GIFT—IT'SIN THE BOX .

One of the orphans who found warm hearts waiting for her at the Presidio -
e SR AR s - .- —Examiner photo by Bob Palmer i
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A Spokesman for the Holt

ption Program of Eu-

Which as of

- States. For instance, Pham

: Calif., brought to this coun-

.appropriate or necessary
. Way to deal with a crisis.

opposed foreign adoption /
vbecause» they see it deplet- (

ing nations of their children
are angrier than ever. At ¥
the same time, some who .
might defend foreign adop-- 1
tion under other circum.
stances are saddened and
- perplexed by what they de-
“scribe as waste ‘and disor-
“ganization in this operation. =

“from ‘a number of Viet-. -

- too, have expressed out-
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By RICHARD FLASTE
New York Times Service
NEW YORK — The airlift
of children from South Viet-
nam, begun last week with |
a sense of urgency and com-
passion, has left in its wake
bitter argument over’

whether taking children
from their homeland is an

Those who have always

Some of the most impas-
sioned opposition has come -

namese in the United i

Thanh, an 18-year-old high
school student in Berkeley,

try after he was wounded, .
is deeply insulted by the -
airlift. . -
“Vietnamese love their .
children,’” -he said, **and =
will take care of them no
matter who is in power
next.”™ The youth, who
hopes to return after the
war “"to help in the rebuild-
ing.'"’said the.airlift was -
“robbing his country.” .. .
A number of theologians,

o

St S SRR 20 SUR

rage. George W. Webber,
an antiwar activist who -
heads the New York Theo-
logical! Seminary, said he
was “infurated by the air-
lift.”

“The idea that it’s to save
children’s lives angers
me,” he said. "'It's the de-
sire of families in this coun- i
try who want children badly i
that has led to the airlift— |
not the likely death of the ol
children, because that's un-
likely.” He, like other ¢rit-
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arrogance’

* Asia,»but our own country

in Baby;ft

R

Py Bob Greene .

Ty 5o~ Gillel . Beratitn.

Babylift out of Vietnam is
being hailed as a wonderful
and ncble gesture on -the
part of the United States. It
is not. Instead, it is'an ap-

palling continuationof; the*
overwnelming ‘American ar-

rogance that has made Viet-
nam a tragedy for our coun-

R

try from the day we arrived

. there. . -

-

It is easy to get good 1;1'955;

when you can use:babiesas‘{|.

props. But before this goes
too far, it is time to stop and
admit the real thinking that.
Lies behind the taking of ba-
bies out of Asia: the theory
tpat the American way of
life is the only good way of
life, and that we are doing
the Vietnamese a favor by
allowing them to try to be
like us. ST

B e

Chicgo Sun Tines "t 5" ! stop to ask what right we

" Afnericams. 77 -

We went over there to win
hearts and minds. We failed .
miserably. Now it seems
that every person in South-
east Asia who is old enough

. to talk is busy proclaiming
hatred for the United States.:
So what do we do? Still re-
fusing to learn, we start"-
grabblng the only Asians
who are too young to talk
back to us, and we bring
them over here and an-~
nounce plans to make them
American citizens.

'We are not merely taking
the babies to a safe -zone
g.xmtil the threat of bombing
is over. We are picking them
up out of their homeland,
and flying them half-way
around the world to our own
country, whereé we have de-
termined that their new
home should be,

It is a very easy and con- |

—g -- cac1anl DADIES out of |
protested, and so the flights
were resumed. Will no one

have to be doing this? Will
no one stop to wonder how
we are so sure that a Viet-
namese child will be happier
growing up in Tllinois or Ala-
bama than in Vietnam.

The news film ohas shown -
Vietnamese foster mothers
weeping as planeloads of the
babies lift off from Saigon.
Can anyone blame the foster
mothers? Our country is still |
so smugly confident that it
Knows best, that it has all of
the answers to the mysteries .
of life in Southeast Asia. ~ °

._ﬁre have A bééxi.-' 'px:b\ielﬁl
wrong again and again and

‘again, and yet we will now

* blame the Vietnamese if !

they declare Operation Ba-
bylift to be nothing more.
than a kidnaping. " :

-1t is not our right to deter-
mine that the Vietndmese
children will be hagpie}r as

The unspoken thought be-
hind the taking of the chil-
dren from their homeland is
that we are saving fhem
from a life growing up under
communism. But are we sO
certain that a Vietnamese
child will be'less able to ad-
just to a North Vietnamese
government than to a for-.
eign life in the United
States?

The war is a civil war,
ond there is no reason to
believe that, in -its after-
math, North Vietnamese sol-
diers would do purposeful
harm to Vietnamese infants.
My Lai was an American
atrocity, not a Communist
atrocity.

But we will not listen, of
course. Instead we will
bring planeload after plane-

load of Vietnamese children
. o vr_:2ad Céatac Thov
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By KAY GARDELLA
Globe-Democrat New York News Service

+  NEW YORK — As provinces and cities fall
. daily to the North Vietnamese, the question
+ arises: When will our television set 80 black?
. When will the news correspondents, camera-
 men and technicians be pulled out of the line

nf fiva and flasrm tn cafatr® Whaa wlll sha

2

m.

~ The TV crews hang on, -
unhl time runs out

Koreans in their news gathering operatjon.

Actually the men have little protection.
Dan Oliver, one NBC correspondent, caught
the last plane out of Nha Trang. As he did he
was spat on by one South Vietnamese and

“called “dirty American.” And, according to
Fischer, there has been a ‘“total lack of

raommuninatinn fram tha Caionn anvarn_

mdlsp\ﬂYs S

ni
under (S\?"‘n a new way 0
have 1t inau atick thelr

advanc\ns w . ot

Soviet 0T

armor Wwas re were

¥ oﬂgm Th :
; gm:‘:r?s of cap tured Ameri

ks fes-
_made M-48 tan -
‘l:;:\n;?l with clusters of Com

we
emunist s()ld\ers aS ~ Aviven


rmcnitt
Text Box

rmcnitt
Text Box


C@aaﬁﬂﬂﬂ
Running

Da Nang?

New York Times News Servive

SAIGO’N — Communlist
forces in Da Nang have an- |

manimand that tha ~ltv el

Da Nang radio reportedly
described life in the city,
aseerting that it had re-
turned to normasal, and ask-
ing the population to re-
main calm.

The delfense of Da Nang
collaased Sunday, and the
Vietnamese army
moved immediately into the
clty with no fighting report-
ed anywhere,
The Ccmmunm-comrol-
led tranamitter said that

aﬂd:ess that ‘brbke @ twe-week s;x- 3
dence ‘on the massive Communist

he said, “We now need to see
tﬁ?ﬁﬂ%;t enca*mlluige -pem-._
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NOEATN O

! Mr. Schlesinger endorsed the
jestimate that, in the retreat
ifrom the north, Saigon's forces
had lost _upward ol hion
‘Wﬁﬁﬁn;nncn , inclushing
‘several hundred airplanes and
[helicopters. Many of the air-
craft, he pointed out, were not
in flying condition for lack of
spare parts and maintenance,

‘Little Major Fighting’ -
I .
{ The Defense Secretary sug-
gmted llht L Was errongous 1o

ENSIVE

ary d(t'rr" lHl' Im _as B'l
e T Noting that there
fad been Xw,l.}ll\L‘_V little major
[ighting” thus far, he said that
it had been the broad with-
drawals of the South Vietnam-
‘ese forces, \\huh al one pmnt
he dcsmb,d as “ancar debacle,”

that had created openings for
the North Vietnamese forces.

NY Times 4/3/75
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Zocastal Drive Merély
shifted Forces

Thursday, April 3, 1975
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Wire Services

ashington — The image
been created in many
minds of a blitz of Com-
st tapk columns racing

Dulletin

U.S. Asia Exnerts Asked
Ban on Mo;e Alms Aid

Highway 1 from Da
to Qui Nhon to Nha

One hundrcd and thlrt\' spe-
cialists on Southcast Asia, at
'.hc annual meeting of the Asso-

NY Times 4/3/75

It Is Finished

“I can only lell you my emolional
reaction, getting into that country. If
1°could have found the military or

tate Department leader who has been
the arclutect of tihus policy, my in-
stinct would be to string him up. . . .
What they have done to the country
is greater evil than we have done to
any country in the world.”

— Representative Paul Mc(.‘.loskc,\;,
testifying after his recent visit to
Cambodia.

By .Anthony Lcwxs

BOSTON, April 2—The images from
Indochina assail us with their misery
and horror. The ones from Phnom Penh
are in a way the hardest to bear:
Those children are starving because
of an American blunder—recent, utter-
ly avoidable and prolonged in the tecth
of reason.

The American intervention in Viet-
nam niay be explained in terms of the
assumptions of another era. For Cam-
bodia there is no cxcuse. It was wan-
ton cruelty, reckless and useless.

Unlike Vietnam, it is relatively easy
to trace the American involvement in
Cambodia. The crucial decisions were
made in 1970 by Richard Nixon, with
the advice and support of Henry Kis-
singer. They led inexorably, predict-
ably, to tragedy—death and destruc-
tion for Cambodia, moral and political
disaster for the United States.

Until 1970 Prince Sihanouk had kept
Cambodia relatively peaceful by an in-
tricate neutralist game. He turned a
blind eve to Vietnamese Communist
use of his eastern provinces, thon to
American bombing of those areas. His
policy was untidy, but it worked.

doubter of showing “the cowardice of
the Eastern Estabhishment.”

Five members of Mr. Kissingaer's own
staff warned that a Cambudian opera-
tion would enlarge the war without
benefit to the U. S. Three resigned: An-
thony Lake, Roger Morris, William
Watts. They went quictiy because, as
Mr. lLake cxplained recently, “We
were very concerned about damaging
Kissinger. Then™hey put a tap on my
telephone, which shows how mwuch
they were impressed by our scrupies.”

Mr. Nixon told the world it would
be only a brief and hmited “incursion,”
to clean out the Communist arcas. Mr.
Kissinger said the same thing to the
White House staff. William Safire’s
buok, “Before the Fall,” describes a
meeting at which the staff was given
a National Security Council paper say-
ing, “This is not a long-term ‘guick-
sand’ operation that would lead to a
new ‘Vietnam situation’ in Cambodia.”

But it did. Mr. Nixon and Mr. Kis-
singer, having said thev would not
intervene on Lon Nol's behalf in the
Cambodian dispute, soon did just that.

ABROAD AT HOMb

Before long B-52's were bombing all
of Cambodia. In five years, the United
States sent $2 billion in aid to Lon Nol.

The results were exactly a, the
dissenters on the Kissinger statf had
predicted: a wider war, xmr‘u:ng
Cambodian opposition to Lon XNol,
destruction of the cousyyside, finaliy
a Communist instead of a ncuiralist
Cambodia.

The end has been inevitable for a
long time, but the Administration pre-
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TAGE-TALK OFFER

‘eds’ Aides in Paris

Seek Parley With
a New Regime

.By FLORA LEWIS
spetl Wi e Nel® Yeog Tinee .
PARIS, April 2—Vicicong of-
ils issued a series of state-!
ents here today cathag for an
pnsing  against  toe Saigonf

NY Times 1/3/75

- Seven-Point Statement i

One of the Vietcong state-|
ments distributed here was a}
seven-point  policy declaration
calling on al!l Sonth Victnamese
to join the Vicicong cause.
While the statement made no
threats against those who re-
fused to join, neither did it of-:
fer a general amnesly similar:

‘to one proposed by the €am.}
thedian insurgents. ' _ rt.
i Dinh Ba Thi. the chief Vieter Chque ard interfe

cong delegate here, smd in an-
swer (e a  question  that
memhbers of the “third ;
Were DO aiven positions
e

Teaponiiblitv

force’

Thieu.

Neither Mrs. Binh nor Mr.
was willing to answer
questions about whether Com-

Thi

munist forces intended to stotm
Saigon. :
'+ Each time the question was

Iput in one form or another, the’

answer was:

Stands

at it must stop mili-
tary

“the . Thigu
nee jn the
i allors ol Sowl Vicinam, an
i lelyes full application, to the
! Paris accords.”

“~Xir. Thi gave a ncws confer-
ence a few hours before Mrs.
Binh's arrival, He read a state-

maont

support___{or

“We are obliged to use force.
until the United_States under-
Tands that it _must

cavina that tha Cammas |

spect and mutual nonelimina-
tion to set up a National Coun-
cil of Nationa! Rcconciliation
and Concord of three equal seg-
ments. The council shall oper-
ate on the principle of una-
nimity.

“The National Council of Na-
tional Reconciliation and Con-
cord will organize iree and
democratic general elections
jand decide the procedures and

‘modalities of these gencral elec-,
tions. The institutions for whizh!

the general eleYians age to bc
held  will be agreed upon
;through consultations between
jthe two South Victnamese

ypariies.”
)

] Almost every provision of thc

ken
ex-

of
urn

ele-
i an

fo:

lib-

on

RECONCILIATION IS POSSIBLE

Al the same ume, a broad-
‘ast from the far northern
coastal city of Da Nang an-:

nprinead tWar tha nart wace hao
N
of

w
MY

vadio at Da Nang, tha ofiicial’
ud, reported . that _“ouses
throughout the city were (iving
Tree Taes—aone large centril
UL o e ULSU LTS o

Standard representil {he N a‘-l
iio orce of Reconcihagon:
an oncord a :

PRt

kine it
thn

Aaas ranracanting

saving he was “alive and well
and now Werking with the!
comrades.” .

There has been <peculation'

here, based on reports from
Western news agencics with
correspondents based in Hanoi,

tihat Canmimiuniet fArans waavr nal

and soveeal aiber areds GoOF
ol and that nearly
1100 Government workers and
iofficers had joined their side.

T
|

The claim came from
Vietcong's military delegation
{to the Joint Military Commis-

cinn at Cainan'e Tanm Can Nhar

the

NY Times 4/3/7

5¢
10:82.50/100

AL A ‘,/'7.3.

16th Street, Phila., Pa, 19102

Available from Indochina Program, c¢/o AFSC, 112 S.
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From Fear to Joy in 25

g
Saigon Tots Sample U.S. Delights

By Peter Arnett rice and soy sauce after arriving at the Presidio.
" o . X < Two of the four children hospitalized may have
OAKLAND, Calif. (AP)—Their eyes wide with won- pneumonia, one became feverish and another had
;it-r a{lorda 25-ho;rsa|rplane dash across the Pacific draining from body sores, Dr. Gary Feldman said.
rom endangered Saigon, 58 Vietnamese orphans When the k R i $
S il 3 J; . y woke up today, the children went wheel-
:m_m got their first taste of American life, Playing  ino arannd an tricvelas tacting rihher halle and hac.

3
Ve

HONOLULU, HAWAII
STAR - BULLETIN
D. 129,561 — S. 187,648
HONOLULU METROPOLITAN AREA

ONE OF THE LUCKY ONES—Mrs. Mary Fish-
er, wife of a Loma Linda, Calif., minister working
in Saigon, holds one of the 57 Vietnamese orphan
babies who were flown to safety today. Mrs. Fish-
er herself carried six infants aboard the plane;
they have been adopted by couples in California.
—AP Photo.

would be there about 48 hours until they are picked up
by their new parents. Most of them, including some
fathered by American servicemen, have already been
adopted.

Also aboard the jet were a half dozen Vietnamese
adulte wha seramhled ahnard the nlane at the lact
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From Fear to Joy in 25

RS
Saigon Tots Sample U.S. Delights

By Peter

Arnett

OAKLAND, Calif. (AP)—Their eyes wide with won-
der after a 25-hour airplane dash across the Pacific

from endangered Saigon.

%

58 Vietnamese orohans

N

HONOLULU, HAWAII
STAR - BULLETIN
D. 129,561 — S. 187,648
HONOLULU METROPOLITAN AREA

rice and soy sauce after arriving at the Presidio.

Two of the four children hospitalized may have
pneumonia, one became feverish and another had
dralmng from body sores, Dr Gary Feldman sald

T Py o R AP

ONE OF THE LUCKY ONES—Mrs. Mary Fish-
er, wife of a Loma Linda, Calif., minister working
in Saigon, holds one of the 57 Vietnamese orphan
babies who were flown to safety today. Mrs. Fish-
er herself carried six infants aboard the plane;
they have been adopted by couples in California.
—AP Photo.

would be there about 48 hours until they are picked up
by their new parents. Most of them, including some
fathered by American servicemen, have already been
adopted.
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WORLD AIRWAYS’ PRESIDENT ED DALY AT SAIGON CONFERENCE
In beret and bandages, he fells of dramatic airlift of Vietnam orphans

Hundreds Still Remain
Stranded in Vietham

A World Airways DC8 jet with 57
Victnamese oprhan babies left Saigon for
Oakland today, but more than 500 others
who were to have made the trip to safety
were held back.

Airline president Ed Daly said the
South Vietnamese government had ap-
proved the evacuation of up to 700
orphans, but that the U.S. Embassy
blocked their departure, claiming his
plane was not safe. The embassy denied
the allegation.

The plane was expected to reach
Oakland about 11:45' p.m. today after
refueling stops at Yokota air base in
Japan and Honolulu.

World Airways headquarters in Oak-
land confirmed today the plane had left
and said it carried 57, children and 20
adults:

The wire services said most of the
babies Daly rounded up were from or-
phanages run by the Seventh Day Adven-
tists and a group called World Vision.

An official at Children's Hospital
Medical Center in Oakland, which had
been asked by adoptive agencies Monday
to provide doctors and nurses for up {o
600 babies, said the hospital was prepar-
ing to care for the children airlifted
today, no matter how many arrive.

Although final plans had not been
made, it was expected the children
would be taken from the World Airways
facility at Oakland International Airport

fo temporary quarters at San Francisco's
Presidio.

Earlier today Daly held a bitter press
conference in Saigon.

“USAID screwed us up,” he declared
in a news conference at Tan Son Nhut
airport, referring to the U.S. Agency for
International Development.

Daly’s plan to fly several hundred
more orphans to safety in Australia was
canceled earlier because of Australian
government reservations about the
project. Dispatches from Canberra said
Prime Minister Gough Whitlam has giv-
en preliminary approval to an alternate
plan to use Royal Australian Air Force
planes to bring from Saigon about 130
orphans whose adoption by Australian
families already had been arranged.

Reliable sources in Australia said the
RAAF had sent six C-130 transports acd
a C-47 to South Vietnam, and protably
would evacuate the 130 babies bound for
Australia and another 70 on their way to
Europe tomorrow.

Unshaven and wearing a green beret
and a gray safari suit, Daly told corre-
spondents in Saigon today USAID offi-
cials had told the relief organizations
from whose orphapages he was going to
take the children that his planes were
unsafe.

“This is obviously because of our
defiance last Saturday in flying into Da
Nang to remove 350 refugees,’”” he said.

Daly’s Airlift Saves Orphans

“This is sheer retaliation by the U.S.
Embassy.”
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