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Refugees Cling to Plane· 

CHICAGO, ILL. 
TRIBUNE 

D. 681.759 - S. 1.151.590 
CHICAGO METROPOLITAN ARlA 

Reporter on Last Plane From D a Nang 
By PAUL VOGLE 

DA NANG South Vietnam (UPI) - Only the fastest, the 
strongest and the meanest of a huge mob got a ride on the last 
plane from Da Nang today. . 

People died trying to get aboard and others died when they 
fell thousands of feet into the sea because even desperation 
could no longer keep their fingers clasped to the undercarriage: 

It was a rlight into . hell and only a good pilot and a lot or 
prayers got us back to Tan Son Nhut airbase alive-with the 
Boeing 727 naps jammed and the wheels fully extended. 

World Airways president Ed Daley was aboard the flight 
north from Saigon. He was angry and tired. Daley sai~ he had 
been up all night arguing with American and Vietnamese offi-
cials for permission to fly into besieged Da Nang to get some 
more refugees out. 

Daley finally said forget the paperwork, clearances and ca~-
tion and we were on our way. 

It seemed peaceful enough as we touched down at the airport 
370 miles northeast of Saigon. 

Over a thousand people had been waiting around a quonset 
hut several hundred yards away from where we touched down. 

Suddenly it was a mob In motion~they roared across the 
tarmac on motorbikes, jeeps, motor scooters and on legs 
churned bv desperation and panic. . 

Ed Daley anu , scooa near the bottom or the 727's tail tamp. 
Daley held out his arms while I shouted in Vietnamese, "One at 
a time, one at a lime. There's room for everybody." 

There wasn't room for everybody and they knew it. 
Daley and I were knocked aside and backward. 
If Ed Daley thought he'd get some women and children out of 

Da Nang he was wrong. The plane was jammed in an instant 
with troops of the Isl Division's meanest unit, the Hae Bao 
(Black Panthers). 

They literally ripped the clothes off Daley along with some of 
his skin. One of them kicked an old woman in the face to get 
aboard. 

In the movies somebody would have shot him and helped the 
old lady on the plane. This was no movie. He flew and the old 
lady tumbled down the tarmac, her fingers clawing toward a 
plane that was already rolling. 

A British television cameraman who new up with'us made the 
mistake of getting off the plane when we landed to shoot the 

loading. 
He could not get back aboard in the pandemonium. He threw 

his camera with its precious film into the closing door and stood 
there and watched the plane take off. 

We heard later that an Air. America helicopter picked him up 
and carried him to safety. 

As the plane starte<I roUing, madness gripped those who had 
missed the last chance. Government troops opened fire on the 
plane. Somebody lobbed a hand grenade toward the wing. The 
explosion jammed the flaps full open and the undercarriage in 
fuU extension. 

Communist rockets besan·exploding at a distance. 
Pilot, Ken Healy, 52, of Oakland, Calif., slammed the throttles 

open and lurched into the air from the taxiway. There was no 
way we could have survi•,ed the gunfire and got onto the main 
runway. 

A backup 727 had flown behind this plane but had been or-
d~red not to land when the panlc broke out. I,ts pilot radioed that 
he cou1d see the legs of people hanging down from the undercar-
rillge of our plane. 

UPI photographer Lien Huong, who was in the cockpit of that 

backup plane, saw one person lose his grip on life and plummet 
into the South China Sea below. 

Healy radioed to Tan Son Nhut : "I've got control problems." 
The backup plane was shepherding us in. 

Huong, in the cockpit of the h~ckup plane, said later when we 
touched down safely the pilot and cabin crew on his plane pulleii 
off their headphones. Some crossed themselves, :ind all thanked 
God for a smaU miracle delivered this Easter weekend. 

When we touched down the troops who had stormed the plane 
were taken off and put under arrest. · 
. A mangled bod~ of one soldier, Ml6 rifle still strapped to his 
shoulder, was retrieved from the undercarriage . He gut his ride 
to Saigon but being dead in Saigon is just the same as being-dead 
in Da Nang . 

Over a score of others came out of the haggage compartment, 
cold but alive. Someone said four others crawled out of the 
wheel wells alive. One died. 

The last plane from Da Nang carried only thrce'civilians-
two women and a baby. For all aboard, it was an incredible ride. 

But the face that remains is that of the old woman lying nat on 
the tarmac, seeing hop,•, seeing life itself, just off the end of her 
fingertips and rolling the other way. 



INTERNATl mJAL BULU: TIN Ml>HCH 28. 197:.i BoGton Globe, March 20, 1975 
Not everyone is leaving the Central 

Highlands or other areas ta ken by the 
PRG . Th<: New York Tim es rep orted Mar. 
26 that one-third of Hue's population 
had remained. Veteran correspondent 
Daniel Sou'therland of- the Christian Sci-
ence Monitor reported Mar. 24 that in the 
highlands "most of the estimated 
60-0,000 highland tribesmen who were 
under government control have apparent-
ly chosen to stay behind." . 

health servi ces, kept the dozcn or so 
health stations in the city in operation 
without interruption .... Meanwhile elec-
trical engineers and workers went around 
to resto~e power lines . Within c)nly three 
days, the people of Ban Mc Thuot already 
had enough running water · fQr their 
needs. " 

The following day, the PRG reported 
that the city was b ombed by Saigon 
planes , killing. or wounding 200 people. 
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On M2r. 20, the PRG released this 
descripti on o f life in t he provinc ial capital 
of Ban Mc Thuot following the Saigon 
ev~cuation: "The streets of this hand-
some city in the Central Highlands-were 
decorated with flags, streamers, posters 
and placards of all sizes. The slogan 
'Nothing is More Precious than Indepen-
dence and Freedom was seen on every 
street corner. . . . Together with other 
people, the students and pupils were 
cleaning up the streets .... Thousands of 
Saigon officers, soldiers and administra-
tive personnel turned themselves into the 
revolutionary administration. All market 
places in the proyincial capit?tl were 
crowded with customers .... 

The PRG also reported 011 ~1ar. 26 
that three d ays earlie r , more than 10,000 
people who were "being forn:d to follow 
the Saigon army in its flight from the 
Central Highlands t o the cc,ast" escaped . 
"Reaching Highway 19 in Binh Dinh prov-
ince," the report said, "they refu sed to go 
further and b rok e away from the guards. 
The revolutionary administration is doing 
everything to help ~hem settle d own." 

J-le w York Times, March 27, 

"Dr. Le Kim Son, head of the provin-
cial public health department of the Sai-
gon regime had also resume d his work 

Another PRG report filed the · same 
day said that "to avoid being dragged 
away by the Saigo n army, nearly 3,000 
people in various sou them coastal vii lag es 
of Quang Tri ·province fled to the sea and 
sailed to the libera ted areas in the n orth-
ern part of the province,. In the same 
period, over 3,000 other forced evacuees 
toak to liberated areas in Gio Linh and 
Cam Lo districts." 

-and together w(th the liberation public 

Saigon aides deny cl1argcs 
. of cxlcr.n1i11atiou ho1nhing 

Associated P1css -ot:1cr ~ou?T:s ..Jcknowl- renewed at a pre:--., toukr-
SAJGON - · South Viel- f>dgcri .. th~l he av Y air ence ~csl crclay Ly Col. Vo 

:r:iamei,.c ot! ic: i:1:s yes terday ~tri:..c!! were c.:olldlH:led Du, ,1: (;i,ing, deputy l'l1id 
clc·niccl Vid Cun!! charges r.g ;_ifnst various iustalla-
thal the go\·ern11h:nt wa~ tio11~· in Pleiku. _o:a.' of the 
c-ondudin~ "e.<tun1ination • Ce.ntral Highl:md s pro\'i:1-
bornhin;:,;" or l<:ccully cial c-:ipit;ils given up by 
11bandl•, wd t, ,w 11 :; and Snigon, aftc• it w.is or-
forcin~ rivi:iJrh iu fle<i. dcr.:d l•vacu:~lcri . They 

"We 141 e o.ily L:u111hin~ .~aid li!e t .,r~e ls includ<:d 
t) ;(' c it_v·~ L,~·~r- :i11· fjcld 
h!1d {l q , :.'.d (\, r ~1., 11\1i1tar.,· 
he :,Jq ~1:, r ll' r: ·. 

. tn dr.slroy w! i;il r,11r !10011~ 
hav~ :'..efl beli1nd a11d, or 
rourst>, 011 U1P. pt•s i lJOll'- of 
rne111y unit'-," S :ii;..:un offi-
c-1:ils s,iid. Tiley UL•11 11:d any 
delilw1 .ill' bo rn bing, or t·i· 
vilian ,,rcas . 

ThP. off1d,ils ~.ta! aban-
doned prn\·11it·ial l·,1p1tals 
and dislnrt tu 1, 11 •: we:r'e 
e 1ll plil'll o! the ir 111ilit:ir.v • 
Rnd civ1li:rn µ, ,;,L,l ,; t10ns in 
rn ,1:,!,i\'C! . t ~\ \l\.'ll:i lH)HS or-
cft •J t·ti G:. t!ic.1 h ·}'. L -. ll ~lt L' llt. 

01"' :--,.u.-..: c t.J ,• 11;,r! t~at 
C'i\' di..J ll ;, 1c:1•; \, r-1,• rklib-
(' J ,1tc1 :,- ~: rL,d, a\ l'ktl,11 or 
<'l~• :,•. :1L"l<' bii ! :,c:-.11c1wi-
l'!d,:L·d ll1<1L l ill'n· \\Cro 
b,,unr! t,> irn c :, .• 11:dtie.i 
a11 1on~ civilians rcmain i1 ,i{ 
!.,china . 

'l'ht• \'icl C'.011~ an-11~;i-
\ 1(1 ns y, ere bro;1d,.i ~t t ·:,i -

li l·.1= by Had;o H anoi ;,nd 

BOSTON su:-.:DAY GLom:, 

oi 1l1c \ ':cl Cong's dck~·.a-
t1on t0 Ille two-party Jo•ut 
.Milili,1-y Co111111is:.1io11 .in 
Saii:;on. 

G iaug said Pre,;idr,11l 
Ngll) en Van Th ie u's guv-
e :·m11ent w,L-< fon-i n y, , ·h ·i l-
i:.11 s lo follow tn:01-,: . 1t· -

\1 ca ling" frorn ;1b .i11cl01,ul 
p rovince:: '_'in .111 al t, rnpl 
tu sL1p 1,1a1l1.J<)W(' r to ,·1111 -
ti1111e the- lJS 11co - c,1l011i ,1f-
isl war" in ::;011lh Vic 111,1111. 

To !o, ce the t·ivil iJ11 s 
out, U1;rnr, chart;l'd, llil' 
S ., i:;on 1:uvc-rnn ll:lll "h.,!! 
c.:111 1dw.: lcd · <'Xlc1u, i11.il.ion 
L,, ,n bini-:~ or tow11., 
wt, e·1 t• \llcir troops Ii,,,~ 
bi:c1 1 fo :·.·.·d t<' 1." i\!i ::1 '"'"·" 
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One knov:!cdgeahl e South 
suurco said: "The 

3an Me Thuot residents began 
eaving ·the o:ty out cf fear 
)f air force bombing. T hey 
:rossed Co,nmun i~ t troops 
narching le isurely hto the city. 
!'hey were walking in opposite 
jirections, and the Comn:un ist 
,old:f)rs wue d ressed like the 
ARYN but w~arin~ rubt·cr san• 
da!s . instead of boots and a 
red armband with a yello·.v 
star. Th~y <lid not pay sp&iai 
attention 'to the refugees." _ • 

MEAN\VHILE, IN LAOS ••••• 
As those of you who have 

read my first report about the , 
free choice that the coalitio11 : 
government here in Laos has I 

I 

given to the near 900,000 re- I 
fugues of U.S. bombing and t11c : 

I 

"secret war" in Laos know, ! 
I 

the fact that approximately 750 ; 
000 people have chosen to re- ! 

turn to Neo Lao HakSat areas 
is a most significant develop--
ment in Indochina, and one that 1 

I 

has not been covered bv the I • I 
U.S. press, and also one thaL · 
the U.S. Embassy here has 
trie d to keep from receiving 
adequate publicity. 

- . Lou & Eryl Kubicka, AFS C 
Hepresentatives in Vientiane , 
L~os. 

This flyer avaibble from 
Indochina · Program , c/o 
1\mc rican FriC'nds SL•rvice 
Committoe, 112 S. 1Gth 
Street, Phibcklphi :1 , P:1. 
19102. 21G/LO :1-9:ln 
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.A cr.~le, dated April 1, from an American Friends Service Committee ·cearu in Sa:€,IJ 
reports that: · 

''Th<! (f,eJublic of Viai.;m.r.1) policy seems to be to deny the Cormm1n:i.st.s s0Le 1,0".Td-'l-
·'..:, ion, nnd nae. to i:!l;-)r·Jve the lot of the refugees at all. The effort to man.: tl:ie~ i'3 
a. c;-/nL.,al, irr21c::-al pr;.)-~r31!1. '·' 

The s1-x o'i.' t;ic team were working, l.Ult:i.:!. recently, at the QuoJ:e:..· F,0ha.,;i.-
litation Crni:.e;r 5n Qu,i:~.g _l~gai, all speak and ar10:.-ig tr.en they totr.i ~-6 
years ex:pe1·i-~nce in Vi.J~rinm. . .. ·· 

Earlie1· c2.bles pci:.:tcJ out that many dis.rlaced persons are 1100-ving b..:.ck to th,;ir 
tradition:il hones in the liberated areas II ~nct.· that particularly in the ca.se of Quang 
Ngai, "'l'hg greater exodus was out. ; • to the mountains and vilL'16\s. 11 In other words, 
to territory administered by the Provisional Revolutionary Governnen~ • 

.. ' .:! ,. 
In a letter dated March 26 Torn Hosklils/ a ·~ember of i;,he AFSC tear.i, puts it this 

way: · · 
"Wes.tern observe~~,- ?,nd ana~ysts say that the rasp of Vietnam is . different every 

day as new areas 'change hands,' or ar8 'lost' or 'liberated.' They falsely assume 
· that the areas to be colored red or blue,. to be cal.led 'c_or;;wunist:' or I der:iocratic,' 
are a re~ult of whose aroy controls which ~i;J.1 and ,-mose munitions can destroy the 
other I s caops. . . · . . . 

"But there is no change in -the map pf Vietnan. ·There is a great change in the 
expr ession~ of hope ana anticipation, and yes, f ear, for th0 fut ure of Viotnat1. Tha 
f nc E; s of tho people are changing. The faces now r,;;v.:;al tnc trua ' cOLm t Dent to buil-
dine a · Vietna;:i ••• free of political oppr_essiqn, free froo hunger, ignorance, sickness 
--free ;('rom ~-" · ·• . : · . . :·. · .. · · · 

-Excerp~l?d from 111ieport Frori. V:i:,etnac" ·by .Mar is Cakars in' 's 4/17 /75 issue • 

.r 
• ' • 



Dominican Republic, '65. J\clministration used the pretext of 11 p~"otecting 
American lives"to land 500 i•~arincs. A weak later 23 ,CXX) airborne had 
ard.ved. /md it turns out the Marines ·had been given a · broader political 
purpose: to r epress an insurgency movement. 

UH RESPONSE 

1. Case-Church is the issue and it must be maintained. 

.... 

2. Armed Earines sent 1nto Saigon to evacuate .Americans are bound to spark off 
:.rt.her fighting, panic and casualties. Will there be more POW' s? Will more Marines 
, ve to go in to rescue the first batch? · ,. 

3. The aircragt ca1·ri ers which have been moved into the area for "air support" 
.n serve no useful role · in e~;acuation. Air support means bombing.; The 70 or so 
rc raft on such carriers arc not cargo planes which could be loaeed with refugees. 
:- tead they are fighter-bor:ibers with room for only pilots and crew. · 

The only significant way \these aircraft could assist an evacua~'ion would be to 
oftcn11 up the areas around Sai5 ::m and the exit corridor with highspeed bombing of 
rounding "troop concentrations. 11 This would have the inevitable result of also 

_ t ing refugees who are being . kept out, of Saigon, and constituting .U.S. reinte~en-
.:n • 

4. Evacuation of Vietnamese closely identified with the U.S. would requir·e ~ven· 
:, {.',der. use of U.S. troops, unless their departure is part of a political settlement, 

'CO, 14 W. Broad St., Bethlehem, PA 18018 691-87.30 
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War orphan 
. flow to U.S. 
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1eopardized 
By James R II 1 · 00( 

DENVEl1 ( . · 
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bemg acc.,] . tales are 
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" 1 •1etnam. 
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families v:aif to 300 
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'l.'UE LATEST group of 
10 children arrives in Los 
Ange\es today . 

"We just don'l \;.now 
hoW much longer we'\\ be 
able lo operate in South \ 
Vietnam- We want to get ._ .. 
as 1nanY children out a!, 
we possibly can." said 
Cheryl M ark son. the 
group's executive direc- , 
~r. . 

"One Saigon opr'nanage 
was swamped with 150 or- ' 
phans whO were brought \ 

' down from Quang Nam 
last week ," Mrs. Mar\sson \ 
said. "'They had no [00d. 
only the c\ot\ics on their 

~;ii:i:iiiiE;jiiFs\ 1 an aid and referral organ· 
izati.on. Last year . il. be- ;1 
came a licensed adoption , 
a:gencY in an atternpt to 
s~eed the now 0£ home- , 
less . war oprh::i.ns t0 the 
Uni\eu s t;;t c.::.. , 

FRIENDS o[ Children is 
one of se\'cral groups ! 
working to find American . ! 
\)omes for some of the es- \ .. 
timated 1.5 million or· , 
phans in Sou 1 Vietnar;:i."" '\ 
Ir operates '.?6 chap~ers in'\ 
the l 1 .S. and has ;:, slaff of 
about .155 peor,lc in South· ·,

1
1 

east Asia. ;\ '. 
"l would certainly en· \ I ii 

c o u r a g e anyone wbo 1 
. 

wants to ad0pt a Victnal11· 1 

ese orphan to act as · \' 
quickly as they can," 
Mrs. Markson ~aid . "\\'c \ 
probably don' t have much '\ 
time left." . . . , .. 

i 
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.th-penalty 
is enacted, 
:·to Mandel 

By ANTHONY BARBIERI, ·JR. 
Annapolis Bureau of The ~un 

- The House of Delegates enacted 
fovernor Mandel yesterday legislation 
:al punishment in Maryland. 
i action, on an unexpectedly close vote, 
mtees that the bill will become law, 
ernor has alr~ady said he will sign 
legislation if it reaches his desk. 
,eeded for en- • . 
igates passed s d l 
:3 _vote of 78 a a 
:al Assembly to reopen 
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the nation 
,allowing what he ca!Ued "serioos" 
o law yesterd-ay 1he $22.8 bil'Jiion tax-
ress yesterday. . . . . . . . . . . -Page Al 

as seriously considered by President 
nt for Vice President Agnew in 1971, 
: tainted by scandal, H. R. Haldeman, 
;e£ of staff, has said. . . . . Page Al 

enry A. Kissinger, fue Secretary of 
. a few months i·s growing as criticism 
the pol%icaJ spectrum. _ '. . . . Page Al 

broad- ville basketball game . .. , A3 
Ford's 

ded-
egisla-
ti! the 
-Louis-

A moderate earthquake 
shook utah and southern 
Idaho, but no injuries or 
damage were reported. It 
was an aftershock of a quake 
two days ago that was the 
strongest United States quakie 
in. four . ,Years, . scientists 
srud .......... .... . . .. .. . - A4 

When someone calls for a 
policeman in Milliken, Colo., 
a preacher responds. They 
are one and the same . . . .- A4 

President Ford's clemency 
program for deserters and 
_draft evaders ends tomorrow 
with only a fraction of those 
eligible signed up at the 
weekend .. ... ............ A5 

n the world 
eking Soubh Vietnamese soldiers, firing 
enades, mobbed an American refugee 
a frantic effort to escaPe from Da 

..... .. ... . ......... ... .. .. ... . . Page Al 
tese units closed in on the panicky city 
/ietnam, President Ford announced in 
dered United States Navy transports t.o 
and other threatened ports to · carry 
1-rther south . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page Al 
ol has decided to leave Cambodia to 
for United States aid to his country, 
to the president said . . ... Page Al 

Sadat of Egypt said he would reopen the 
1tional navigation,June 5 and extend the 
:ed Nations peacekieeping forees In the 
1er three months . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page Al 

Soviet police forced about 
250 Jews to leave the Mos-
cow synagogue immediately 
after the CQnclusion of a spe-
cial Passover serviceA2 

Crown Prin<:e Fahd, be-
lieved to be the most influen-
tial person in the new Saudi 
Arabian regime• linked the 
future course of his co~try•s 
oil pricing policy with the 
United States' support for ls-

UPl 

Tanson Nhnt Airport In Saigoo. Another critically Injured 
soldier who made the flight in the Mieel well of the 
Boeing 727 also was taken away by troops. 
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