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Refugees Cling to Plane
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Reporter on LastPlane From Da Nang

By PAUL VOGLE

DA NANG, South Vietnam (UPI) — Only tl!e fastest, the
strongest and the meanest of a huge mob got a ride on the last
plane from Da Nang today. )

People died trying to get aboard and others died when ti?ey
fell thousands of feet into the sea because even desperation
could no longer keep their fingers clasped to the gndercarnage.-

It was a flight into hell and only a good pllog and a lot of
prayers got us back to Tan Son Nhut airbase lllVe—)W}!h the
Boeing 727 flaps j d and the wheels fully )

World Airways president Ed Daley was aboard the flight
north from Saigon. He was angry and tired. Daley said he ha.d
been up all night arguing with American and Vietnamese offi-
cials for permission to fly into besieged Da Nang to get some
more refugees out.

Daley finally said forget the paperwork, clearances and cau-
tion and we were on our way.

It seemed peaceful enough as we touched down at the airport
370 miles northeast of Saigon.

Over a thousand people had been waiting around a quonset
hut several hundred yards away from where we touched down.

Suddenly it was a mob in motion—they roared across the
tarmac on motorbikes, jeeps, motor scooters and on legs
churned bv desperation and panic. i

Ed Daley anu 1 stood near the bottom of the 727's tail tamp.
Daley held out his arms while I shouted in Vietnamese, ‘‘One at
a time, one at a time. There's room for everybody. "

There wasn't room for everybody and they knew it.

Daley and I were knocked aside and backward.

If Ed Daley thought he'd get some women and children out of
Da Nang he was wrong. The plane was jammed in an instant
with troops of the 1st Division's meanest unit, the Hac Bao
(Black Panthers).

They literally ripped the clothes off Daley along with some of
his skin. One of them kicked an old woman in the face to get
aboard.

In the movies somebody would have shot him and helped the
old lady on the plane. This was no movie. He flew and the old
lady tumbled down the tarmac, her fingers clawing toward a
plane that was already rolling.

A British television cameraman who flew up with'us made the
mistake of getting off the plane when we landed to shoot the

loading.

He could not get back aboard in the pandemonium. He threw
his camera with its precious film into the closing door and stood
there and watched the plane take off.

We heard later that an Air. America helicopter picked him up
and carried him to safety.

As the plane started rolling, madness gripped those who had
missed the last chance. Gavernment troops opened fire on the
plane. Somebody lobbed a hand grenade toward the wing. The
explosion jammed the flaps full open and the undercarriage in
full extension.

Communist rockets began-exploding at a distance.

Pilot, Ken Healy, 52, of Oakland, Calif., slammed the throttles
open and lurched into the air from the taxiway. There was no
way we could have survived the gunfire and got onto the main
runway.

A backup 727 had flown behind this plane but had been or-
dered not toland when the panic broke out. Its pilot radioed that
he could see the legs of people hanging down from the undercar-
riage of our plane.

UPI photographer Lien Huong, who was in the cockpit of that

backup plane, saw one person lose his grip on life and plummet
into the South China Sea below.

Healy radioed to Tan Son Nhut: *'I've got control problems."
The backup plane was shepherding us in.

Huong, in the cockpit of the backup plane, said later when we
touched down safely the pilot and cabin crew on his plane pulled
off their headphones. Some crossed th Ives, and all thanked
God for a small miracle delivered this Easter weekend.

When we touched down the troops who had stormed the plane
were taken off and put under arrest. '

A mangled body of one soldier, M16 rifle still strapped to his
shoulder, was retrieved from the undercarriage. He got his ride
toSaigon but being dead in Saigon is just the same as beingdead
in Da Nang.

Over a score of others came out of the baggage compartment,
cold but alive. Someone said four others crawled out of the
wheel wells alive. One died.

The last plane from Da Nang carried only three’civilians—
two women and a baby. For all aboard, it was an incredible ride.

But the face that remains is that of the old woman lying flat on
the tarmac, seeing hope, secing life itsclf, just off the end of her
fingertips and rolling the other way.
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Not everyone is leaving the Central
Highlands or other areas taken by the
PRG. The New York Times reported Mar.
26 that onec-third of Hue's population
had remained. Veteran correspondent
Daniel Southerland of: the Christian Sci-
ence Monitor reported Mar. 24 that in the
highlands “‘most of the estimated
600,000 highland tribesmen who were
under government control have apparent-
ly chosen to stay behind.” -

On Mear. 20, the PRG released this
description of life in the provincial capital
of Ban Me Thuot following the Saigon
evacuation: “The streets of this hand-
some city in the Central Highlands-were
decorated with flags, streamers, posters
and placards of all sizes. The slogan
‘Nothing is More Precious than Indepen-
dence and Freedom was scen on every
street corner. ... Together with other
people, the students and pupils were
cleaning up the streets. . .. Thousands of
Saigon officers, soldiers and administra-
tive personnel turned themselves into the
revolutionary administration. Al] market
places in the provincial capitd were
crowded with customers. . . .

“Dr. Le Kim Son, head of the provin-
cial public health department of the Sai-
gon regime had also resumed his work
“and together with the liberation public

health services, kept the dozen or so
health stations in the city in operation
without interruption. . . . Mcanwhile elec-
trical enginecers and workers went around
to restore power lines. Within only three
days, the people of Ban Me Thuot already
had enough running water for their
needs.”

The following day, the PRG rcported
that the city was bombed by Saigon
planes, killing or wounding 200 people.

The PRG also reported on Mar. 26
that three days carlier, more than 10,000
people who were “being forced to follow
the Saigon army in its flight from the
Central Highlands to the coast” escaped.
“Reaching Highway 19in Binh Dinh prov-
ince,” the report said, “they refused to go
further and broke away from the guards.
The revolutionary administration is doing
everything to help them settle down.”

Another PRG report filed the same
day said that “to avoid being dragged
away by the Saigon army, nearly 3,000
people in various southern coastal villages
of Quang Tri province fled to the sea and
sailed to the liberated areas in the north-
ern part of the province. In the same
period, over 3,000 other forced evacuces
took to liberated areas in Gio Linh and
Cam Lo districts.”

Boston Globe, March 20, 1975
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One knowlecdgeable South
vietnamese source sdid: “The
3an Me Thuot residents begzan
eaving the oity out of fear
) air force bombing. They
srossed  Communist  troops
marching leisurely into the city.
They were walking in opposite
directions, and the Communist
soldiers were dressed like the
ARVN but wearinz rubber san-
dals .instead of boots and a
red armband with a yellow
star. They did not pay speciai
attention to the refugees.” .

Saigon aides deny charges

Associated Press

SAJIGON —- South Viet-
namesc otficiais yestevday
denied Viet Cong charges
that the government was

conducting “extermination -

1ecently
and

bombings”  of
Cabandened  tewns
forcing civilians io [lee.
“We a1e oaly bombing
. te destroy whal our Lioops
have left bchind and, of
. course, on the positons of
enemy unils,” Saizon offi-
cials said. They denied any
deliberate bomabings of ci-
vilian areas.
The officials said aban-

doned proviucial capitals
and district towns  were
empticd of their military-

and civilion populations in
massive . evacuutions  or-

(O B st un S TRURTRVTU I

=~OTher_sources dchnowl-
AL S ’
edged that heavy air

fTikes wcre conducted
scainst various installa-

-_—

“tion< in Pleiku, one of the
Central Highlands provin-
cial capitals given up by
Saigon, after it wuas or=
dered  evacuated.  They
said the targets included
the cily's lavge wirfield
and the 2 Covps tmitary
headguarter:.

One scurce denjed that
civitian arcas were delib-
erateiy struck at ’lethu or
elsevhere  bu!  ackoowi-
edoed thalt  there were
bound to be carualties
among civilians remaining
behind.,

‘The Viet Cong accusa-
tions were broadeast cua-
lict by Radio Hanoi and

BOSTON SUNDAY GLORE,

Mavch 23, 1905

of exterminaiion bombi ne

renewed at a press confer-
eunce yesterday by Col. Vo
Dong Giang, depuly chief
of the Viet Cong's delega-
tion to the two-party Jomt

Military  Comumission in
Saigon.
Giang said Presideut

Nguyen Van Thieu’s gov-
ernment was forcing civil-
ians to follow treops 1e-
treating from  abuandoned
proviunce:; “inan attempt
to stiip manpower Lo coun-
tinue the US nco-colonial-
ist war” in South Vietnau,

To foice the civiliuns
out, Giuang charged, the
Suigon  povernment  “has
conducted ~ extertnination
bumbings  of towns
whete their troops hinve
been foreed to withdiaw.”

C10¢
60¢/10; $4/100
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MEANWHILE, IN LAOS,,...
As those of you who have
read my first report about the

1free choice that the coalition

government here in Laos has
given to the near 900, 000 re-

fugees of U,S. bombing and the|

"secret war" in Laos know,
the fact that approximately 750
000 people have chosen to re-
turn to Neo Lao HakSat areas
is a most significant develop-

|
i
1
1
|
|

i

ment in Indochina, and one that'

has not been covered by the
U.S. press, and also one th:t
the U,S, Embassy here has
tried to keep from receiving
adequate publicity.

—Lou & Eryl Kubicka, AFSC
Representatives in Vientianc,
Laos.

This flyer available from
Indochina-Program, ¢/o
American Friends Service
Committee, 112 S. 16th
Street, Philadelphia, Pa,
19102, 215/L0O 3-9372
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A ceble, dated April 1, from an American Friends Service Committee tecam in Saigg k;;:g

reports that: ;

"The (Lenublic of Vietnam) policy seems to be to deny the Communists sone ponula-
tion, and noc to imorove the lot of the refugees at all. The effort io move then is
a. cypnizal, jmmeral program,” ‘ : :

The six wmeohoer3 oif the team werc working, until rccently, at the Quake. Rchaui-
iitation Center in Quang Ngai, all speak Vletnampse and among then they totel 16
years experience in Vletnam.‘

Eariier ccbles peiated out that many dlsplaced persons are "moving bcock to their
traditional homes in the liberated areas" and’ that particularly in the case of Quang
Ngai, "The greater exodus was out.,.to the mountains and villagks." In other words,
to territory administered by the Provisional Revolutlonary Government .

- In a letter dated March 26 Tonm Hoskins ‘a member of the AFSC tean, puts it this
way:

"Western observers and analysts say that the nmap of Vietnam is different every
day as néw areas 'change hands,' or are 'lost' or 'liberated.' They falsely assume

‘that the arcas to be colored red or blue, to be called 'communist' or 'democratic,'

are a result of whose arnoy controls which hill and whose munltlons can destroy the
other's camps.

"But there is no change in ‘the map of Vietnan. There is a great change in the
exprcssions of hope ana anticipation, and yes, fear, for the future of Victnam, The
faces of the peoplc are changing, The faces now reveal the true'cormitment to buil-
ding a’ Vletnam...free of politlcal oppre551on, free fron hunger, ignorance, sickness
-~free from war," "

.Excerpted from "Beport Fr0m Vietnan" by Maris Cakars in WIN's 4/17/75 issue.

1i thi : T

S.E VoY Said to .1




Dominican Republic, '65. " Administration used the pretext of "protecting =« -
American lives''to land 500 ¥arines., A week later 23,000 airborne had

arrived. And it turns out the lMarines had been given a broader political
purposc: to repress an insurgency movement.

U RESPONSE :
1. Case~Church is the issue and it must be maintained.

2. Armed NMarines sent into Saigon to evacuate Americans are bound to spark off

orther fighting, panic and casuelties. Will there be more POW's? Will more Marines
ve to go in to rescuc the first batch? . .

LA
3. The aircragt carriers which have been moved into the area for "air support"
n serve no useful role in evacuvation. Air support means bombing., The 70 or so

reraft on such carricers are not cargo planes which could be loaded with refugees.
-tead they are fighter-bombers with room for only pilots and crew.’

The only significant way these aircraft could assist an evacuation would be to
often" up the areas around Saizon and the exit corridor with highspeed bombing of
rounding "troop concentrations.!" This would have the inevitable result of also
ting refugees who arc being . kept out of Saigon, and constituting U.S. reinterven-
11, ] L,

’

L. Evacuation of Vietnamese clesely identified with the U.S. would require even
soder. use of U.S. troops, unless their departure is part of a political settlecment.

CO, 14 W, Broad St., Bethlehem, PA 18018 691-8730
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War orphan
. 'HOW to U.S.
jeoperdized

By James R. Hood

DENVER (AP) — Ef-
forts to bring war orphans
to the United States are
being accelerated as the
military situation deterio-
rates in South Vietnam.

"We have 200 {o 300
families waiting for chii-
dren. We're trying to get
them out, but we don't
know if we can make it,"
said Szlly Bergner of
Friends of Children of,
Vietnam.

"We don't know how
mueh lenger we car hald
werw 1V
out.

MRS. BERGNER said
“%ood costs have risen 200
per cent at some Saigon
orphanages in the last few
days, creating a desper-
ate shortage of funds.

I'ood supplies to the or-
phanages have been iuter-
rupted by the renewed

~ fighting ard thousands of
refugees are pouring into
Saigoh, where many of
the nation's m
ages are localed, she said.
R —

TheDenver-hased
Friends of Children or-
ganization has been ferry-
ing about 10 orphans from
Saigon {o new homes in
the United Siates each
week " for the past year,
and hopes to accelerate
the pace because of re-
cent developments.
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th-penalty
is enacted,
. to Mandel

By ANTHONY BARBIERI, JR.

Annapolis Buréau of The Sun

— The House of Delegates enacted
tovernor Mandel yesterday legislation
al punishment in Maryland.

» action, on an unexpectedly close vote,
intees that the bill will become law,
ernor has already said he will sign
legislation if it reaches his desk.
eeded for en-

wer Sadat

B 1o reopen
proved an ex-

e o Suez Canal

ses to § per v :
utility - rate| cair p Bgyptian President
Anwar Sadat declaredlast night
ssed and sent|pe would reopen the Suez Canal

ill increasing
vhich finance
allowed  to
jobile insur-
12 per cent
sent. Similar
eady passed

t the: Ocean
rom further
preserve it
enacted and
mor for his

) a bill to
rourt judges

iions was re-
'd passed on

lty blll en-
e yesterdaty

;eﬂeral

to international = navigation
June 5 and extend the mandate
of United Nations peacekeep-
ing forces in the Sinai Desert
for another three months.

Mr. Sadat referred to the col-
lapse a week ago of Henry A.
Kissinger’s peace mission as
he told the People’s Assembly,

Saudi oil pricing policy
linked to U.S. support for
T B P e A ik A3

“Some may expect an emotion-
al reaction from me. But I
prefer action fo reaction.” He
adde that he will “refram from
acting nervously U o

(A e s

By ARNOLD R. ISAACS
. Sun Staff cm'r‘erpondzntv .

Saigon—Thousands of pan-
icking South Vietnamese sol-
diers and airmen, firing shots
and flinging grenades, mobbed
an American refugee evacua-
tion plane yesterday in a fran-
tic effort to escape from Da
Nang.

The . World Alrways Boemg
721, one flap blown off its left

The feet of a South Vietnamese soldier (arrow, ﬂgi:d
protrude from the wheel well of a Boemg 721 that was

landing gear.

For the first 30 mmutes of
the fhght Edward J. Daly, the

World Airways president, an-|

other airline official, and three
Vietnamese were clinging des-

perately to the still lowered,

rear loading stair!
The fleeing soldie
flung away weapons and .gear
as they fought to get

nted thy

and  seen hangmg from the‘

grabbéd her around the !
aist and ;pllxll(laed ‘her back |
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A moderate earthquake
shook Utah and southern
Idaho, but no injuries or
damage were reported. It
was an aftershock of a quake
two days ago that was the
strongest United States quake

in four  years, . scientists |
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When someone calls for a
policeman in Milliken, Colo.,
a preacher responds. They
are one and the same .... A4

President Ford’s clemency
program for deserters and
draft evaders ends tomorrow
with only a fraction of those
eligible signed up at the
weekend
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Soviet police forced about
250 Jews to leave the Mos-
cow synagogue immediately
after the conclusion of a spe-
cial Passover  serviceAl
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future course of his country’s
oil pricing policy with the
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South Vietnamese soldiers
board an evacuation plane

DA NANG from Al

concerned when they were get
ting in,” she said

Da Nang, South Vietnam's
second largest city, is the onl
governmeut -held enclave I
in the country’s five northern
provinces, which have been
given up with little fighting to
Communist forces in t.he last
two weeks.

The air base and the city
were shelled heavily late Fri-

ing, the Saigon military com-
mand reported yesterday, and
ground fighting was under way
only 3 to 6 miles away from
the city to the south and the

According to witnesses, the |y
city has been in a state of

utter panic.
The U.S. Embassy in Saigon

civilian crewmen and a civil-
ian ship chartered by the mili-
sealift command—loaded
Nang, and one reached. Cam
Ranh Bay farther south to un-
load yesterday.

to the U.S. aid mission, which
sive airlift out of Da Nang

authorized
cials. U.S.

" The airline had flown twb

off for
Nang but did not Iand.

day night and yesterday morn-|re

west for the last three days.|y

said a sealift of refugees s/,
I;:lroceedm Two ships—a U.S.|"
avy cargo vessel manned by |:

World Airways ls on charter |1
had hoped to organize a mas- | ¢

Yesterday’s landing was not il
) Amencan offi-|
Frmbassy  spokes- |di

men said it was lnghly linlikely ch
. the airlift would resume.
- tial person in the new Saudi
 Arabian regime: linked the |more 727's into Vietnam for use|;
lin the refugee lift, and they
|were to begin flyin’ yeste
* United States’ suppo fot Is-‘ ly

Y'_

intendeo:gh T

“etm ust sick,” said Ken |

+to_rescue
. |railing and broken it. They

 |to clamber into the plane. But
Mr. |the landing gear was still down

- | were injured seriously. Beside

.|seemed to have a fractured

' 1Saigon,
) | Hien, sand radm contact was

Tanson Nhut Airport in Saigon,

 soldier who made the flight
- Boeing 727 also was taken away by troops.

25 1o board rescue flight

were -still on the steps when
the plane became airborne.
They spent 30 minutes trying
a Vietnamese who
had jammed his leg in the

finally freed him and managed

and “the baggage hatch open,
and Mr. Healy had to nurse
the aircraft back to Saigon at
only 200 knots and 10,500 feet
of altitude.

Several persons on the plane

the man who broke his leg in
the stairway, another had gun-
shot wounds and a third

skull, according to Miss Wol-
lett,

Of the seven men who made
the flight in the wheel well, six
j off and walked away

Another critically injured
in the wheel well of the

treating soldiers, Da Nang is
defended only by part of the
Marine Division and the 3d
Infantry Division, the only rea-

ese unit left in the northern
region. Two other divisions
and part of the Marine Divi-

ment in the flight from other
provinces to the north and
south.

[Meanwhile, Reuter reported
that Viet Cong soldiers have
gained control of “many im-
portant sectors” of Da Nang.]

‘North Vietnamese strength
in the area is estimated at
three to five divisions, sup-
ported by strong artillery and
tank = forces. The command
confirmed the loss of Hoi An,
20 miles south of Da Nang, the
last of the regions five prov-

umped | awa
when the plane landed in Sai-
gon, crewmen said, while the

, | seventh, who' appeared criti- |
o cally mured and possibly
'ldead was taken off in an

ambulance.

South Vietnamese troops sur-;
rounded the plane when it tax-
ied to a stop in Saigon, and,

ed| arded all the soldiers and

airmen away from it. It could
not immediately be learned

whether they ‘were to be ar-
= rested

"The actual mlhtary sxtuation
around Da Nang was unclear.
The command spokesman in
Col. Le Trung

ost  temporarily * yesterday

1, |with the first military region

headquarters there, presuma-

rese| shelling, but that contact was [closed.
ke |resstabishedlatr._ Oher|one uncofimed reprt i

bly because of the over-night|where. The eonsulate Jtself u

ince capitals to fall. (Da Nang
‘is an mdependent mumclpal
ity).
i 1t also confirmed for the
first time that Hue, the old
{imperial capital, is in Com-
imunist hands. The abandon-
ment of Hue had occurred dur-
ing the last week.
The U.S. Embassy said the
first evacuation ship, S.S. Pi
oneer Contender, had on board
about 85 foreigners, including
18 Americans from the U.S.
consulate-general in Da Nang
and 18 non-official Americans.
Albert Francis, the consul-

were still in the Da Nang area,
but the embassy would not say.

sonably intact South Vietnam-|Poll

sion lost most of their equip-|~

general, and six of his staffic
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Soviet police forced about
250 Jews to leave the Mos-
cow synagogue immediately
after the conclusion of a spe-
semceAz

Crown Prince Fahd, be-
lieved to be the most influen-
~ tial person in the new Saudi
' Arabian regime: linked the
future course of his country’
-~ oil ‘pricing policy with the
United States’ suppoxt for Is-_

DA NANG from Al

concerned when they were get-
ting in,” she said.

Da Nang, South Vietnam’s
second largest city, is the onl:
government-held enclave left
in the country’s five northern
provmces, which have been
given up with little fighting to
Communist forces in the last
two weeks.

The air base and the cxty
were shelled heavily late Fri-
day night and yesterday morm-
ing, the Saigon military com-

ground fighting was under way
only 3 to 6 miles away from
the city to the south and the
west for the last three days.
According to wltnesses, the
city has been m a state of
utter panic.
The U.S. Embassy in Saigon
said a sealift of refugees is
proceeding. Two ships—a U.S.
Navy cargo vessel manned by |:
civilian crewmen and a civil-
ian ship chartered by the mili-
tary sealift command—loaded
Friday and yesterday in Da
Nang, and one reai Cam
Ranh Bay farther south to un-
load yesterday. =
World Au'ways is on charter
to the U.S. aid mission, which
had hoped to organize a mas-
sive airlift out of Da Nang.
Yesterday’s landing was not
authorized
cials. U.S.
men said it was highly unli
the airlift would resume.

in the refugee lift, and they
were to begin flyin S’esfﬂl'ﬂay
o ’ﬁmgd tland.
|Nang, but not lan
i “Igm just ck said Ken
Healy, the, pil ot yesterdays
‘|nightmari

. |know sgher< to point
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South Vietnamese soldiers whofough
board an evacuation plane intended for
the besleged northiern city of ‘Da Ni

Jstl ﬁmc
trol; they wgmq 1

Healy remained
and Mr. Hrezo

coordinating th
ready were

mand reported yesterday, and (p|

by American offi-|
émbassy spokes- ;

M AT don't |

““They said

“They were very coutaz-

When the pl

Healy kept taxiing plz

from one spot to another, But
|the crowds followed in jeeps|
and trucks, on motorscooters

and on foof.
“Mr. Hrezo said

to be

The airline had flown two down |
mmm’nntovmtnammuse_'." re

iookotffor 3 the

e

ed to 1 .after taIking tg
: the ‘i)a Nang ‘air base tower—-l Mr

ep with 30 persons on it
ﬁvolved in a erash nght on
the runway At a0ther spot he;
said a fire engi e with
hanging all over it drove for
the plane;-but other Vietnam-
ese Air Force men shot out the
tires. Asked if anyone seemed
ying to- control ‘the

Boeing 727 also was taken away by tmops

ere stlll on the steps when
. |the plane became airborne.
They ‘spent 30 minutes trying
to rescue a Vietnamese who
had. ]ammed his leg in the
railing and broken it. They
finally freed him and managed
to clamber into the plane. But
. [the landing gear was still down
and the baggage hatch open,
and Mr. Healy had to nurse
the aircraft back to Saigon at
only 200 knots and 10,500 feet
of altitude.
Several persons on the plane
| were injured seriously. Beside
1| the man who broke his leg in
the stairway, another had gun-
shot wounds and a third
seemed to have a fractured
1skull according to Miss Wol-
ett

said.
Y region.

ment in the flight
provinces to the
south.

gained control of

tank forces.
Of, the seven men who made'
the flight in the wheel well, six
jumped off and walked- away
when ‘the plane landed in Sai-
gon, crewmen said, while the

Lhe saw one

cally  injured ~and _possibly |ity).
dead was ftaken off in an
ansxgulance
uth Vietnamese troops sur-;

rounded the plane when it tax- inpeninl apital,
ied to a stop in Saigon, and,
herded all the soldiers and
airmen away from it. It could
not immediately be learned
|whether they were to be ar-
| rest

" The actual mllitary situation
around Da Nang was unclear.

people

ing the last week.

Healy | The command spokesman in [consulate-general
plane |Saigon, Lt. Col. Le Trung|and

k up {Hien, said radio contact was| Albert Francis,
Then {lost temporarily = yesterday

i, |with the first military region
nheadquarters there, presuma-
y |bly because of the over-night
shelling, but that contact was
C re-estabhsheéi later. Ottltlxer
i S !
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“Tanson Nhut Airport in Saigon. Another critically miured
_soldier who made the flight in the wheel well of the

treatmg soldxers, Da Nang is
defended only by part of the
Marine Division and the 3d
Infantry Division, the only rea-
sonably intact South Vietnam-|Poli
ese unit left in the northern
Two other divisions
and part of the Marine Divi-
sion lost most of their equip-

[Meanwhlle Reuter reported
that Viet Cong soldiers ‘ have

portant sectors” of Da Nang.]
North Vietnamese strength
in the area is estimated at
three to, five divisions, sup-
ported by strong artillery and
The command
confirmed the loss of Hoi An,
20 miles south of Da Nang, the
last of the regions five prov-
ince capitals to fall. (Da Nang
seventh, who appeared criti- i an independent municipal-

It also confirmed for the
first time that Hue, the old

'munist hands. The abandon-
ment of Hue had occurred dur-

The U.S. Embassy said the
first evacuation ship, S.S. Pi-
oneer Contender, had on board
about 85 foreigners, including
18 Americans from

and 18 non-official Americans.

general, and six of his staff

still in the Da Nang area,
but the embassy would not say
where. The eonsulate itself 18
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