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CHILDREN FLEE~TO' 
STARVE ANDF DIE 

. Tragedy · That Must 
. ' . i 

Never Happen: -Her~ 
•. By MARY .WELSH, 

Sunday Di,spatc,h Woman Reporter who was 
• I . 

one of the last to leave Pa.ris 

W. HAT price wi·II your chilclrenl pay for the love -
you -have for .them 7 . ~· 

Because of this l0ve-:-and the plea'sure they give you-. 
will they pay with their lives ? Will they pay With ·. an 
arm, or'both legs, or with digestive and nervous systems so 
shattered that they must live for ever weaklings? Would 
you, through "love" and torpor, sentence them to starva-
tion so that they might pick up a bone from the dust and 
gnaw at it like ' a dog ? , . . · 

I saw one chil!i do that in France. It ..ya~ one of a 
hundred reminders that love and brutality narrow down 
almost to the ·same·'thing in active warfare. · : _· •. ~--

After 20 hours back home here on . .our green .and 
gentle .island, these sights I saw in France begin already 
to . grow unreal. Looking out on the trees · and romping 

· dogs and children of a Chelsea square, I can't believe .. : I 
can't believe ..•. But in Paris my windows looked on a. 
similar square. 

THEY. MUST GO AWAY · 
I . • 

There is only one conclusion to be· drawn. For parents 
too blind to see •the tragedies, there must be compulsory. 
evacu~tion of families; ' ' 

If they will not save themselves, they must be saved. 
Let the ·objecto11s shout. Soon they will agree. . · '· 

To disperse the children, to clear th.em out of the 
crowded areas immediately is . not only humanity. _ · The . 
military· experts have told you·it is a strategic necessity. 

No nation loves its children more, takes more pride in 
them, than the French. When 
the French go out, to 'the cafes 
for an aperitif or i;t coffee, the 
children go along. Every park 
"in Paris has stands for selling 
whirligigs on sticks; ponds for 
sailing toy boats. donkeys for 
giving rides. You .can buy 

1 children' s books wherever there 
are books to buy. 

THE TRAGEDY 
· That was the tragedy of the I ,French children, .that they were 
loved-too much t•J .be sent away 
to 1,afety. · 
. If orderly evacuation, planned 
and executed in advance of th~ 
retreating _and advancing armies 
is panic, let us be panicky. 

I will tell 1you only the things 
I saw and heard myself during 
the days and night~ afte,- May 10 
when I worked at the Gare du 
Nqrd and the Gare Montpar-
nasse in Paris. 

TJDAL WAVE 
That tidal wave of 5,000,QOO 

human beings started rolling 
southw·ard on thafday. Two days 

. K ' . l -~ 



\ 
ma 1neC1 >. long \Ile IOllil , 110 \ <O,HIS 
and raih, ays leading to Paris. 

And at the Paris stations ·no • 
aid was waiting, no p!a,ns for .. aid 
even. . , .. •, ,· •; 
' At the Ga:re Montparriasse an 
Enallah alrl, El.leen Forbes, found 
a vacant hall, cabled to England 
for money, and with her sister 
and volunteers from among their 
friends, set up the same sort. ol 
establishment. 
· At both centres I helped ladle 

out coffee, bouillon, bread ; 
washed blistered feet, searched 
for luggage, and nursed babies. 

One midnight one of the volun-
teers whispered to me : " Some-
thing wrong with that woman ; I doesn't speak to me." 

, Hunched like a bundle of rags 
with a few dirty blankets under 
her arm, was a woman no more 
than 25 years old. 1 

A nurse took her in charge, 
finally managed to give her .soup 
and bread and to wash her 'tace 
We l)eard her stbry from another 
refugee who had come with h~r 
from her village on the Belgian 
border. 

Struggling over a difflcul t 
pass, the young woman had 
handed her bundle of blankets 
to some outstretched, helping 
hand. A mile or two further on 
they were returned to her, and • 
gradually she had become aware 
how· light they felt. They had 
lost her baby,, two w.eeks old. 

NO . DIFFERENT-
I saw a little girl of about five, 

two yellow pigtails . hanging . 
down her back, climb off a train 
clinging . to her · mother's skirts. 
carrying a heavy bundle ; but 
the mother had a baby to carry 
along with her own bundles. No 
different from the 5,000,000 other 
refugees, except that this. little 
girl was crying. . . 

An hour later when I saw her. 
again in the Welcome Centre she 
was still crying, and then ,I knew 
this was a ·special · tragedy, be-
cause this little girl made no 
sound, no grimace with her 
mouth. Just the tears, flooding 
evenly down her cheeks and her 
blue eyes bloodshot. · , 

" She has done this for two 
days," her mother told me. " I 
can't stop tier. It must be some-
thing wrong lrlside. Her little . 
friend, the young daughter next ' 
door, was killed." 

At ,least, those children, and 
the little boy with the head of 
bandages and only a 'nose stick-
ing out, and a grimy teddy bear 
dangling from one hand, had 
their mothers. Thousands of 
others, many of them too young 
to remember their surnames or 
their home towns, were lost. 

IN THE DUST I : I 

Some mother has probably 
given up hope by now that she 
will ever find her little boy with 
the brown eyes and one ,front 
tooth missing. I saw him when I 
was a ' refugee myself the other 
day in Blois. He straggled down 
a street behind a group of women 
busily looking after their own 
children. Suddenly he stooped in 
the du.st; picked up a bone left by 
some -tired · doi, gnawed it 
feverishly, ' 

Two weeks ago in Paris it was 
a sunny Sunday, and tranquil 
In the little park outside my win-
dows Ernest and Jean took turns 
peddling. Jean's new tricycle 
under the trees. 

He was wearing a ne w yellow 
knitted suit. and most of the 
afternoon I couid heat them 
shouting, like the children here in 
Chel~ea.· I wonder what has hap-
pened to them ·1. ' 
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' lke to Have Money- ,- · . · :i ·: -
. . -- \ ... ,.. 

t was a lappy life," Miss Thung re.-' _ 
•• ._ to live in. you live with · 

• American. that American gave, 
:: ey and bought you things. • With all 
.: money, it is you who made the deci~ 
, to work that ·way or not. And if 

happen to have a baby becaus~ you're 
careful, that's your bad luck." 

:-:d the baby's bad luck too, it seems. _ 
· : ittle Thuy's answers are common. No 
e:-: tifie survey has been done, but .inter-
,.., with mixed youngsters-both those .. 
"' g with t"ieir families and those in or-
-:age5-reveal a widespread pattern: 
_., an "Amern:an,;• but they want to be 
~':!':~e.se!' - . 
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-., a.nu wmu. t.aey :.11.y .n:vea.i:. Ult: l.U.)~ • 

i f eeLabout who they .ara end who.they .: ... - . . 
~t to be. : -·· ... ;. .. . · . .: -~-•.re you"""heiiwn"ese or American?" the ... ~-
e half-black girl Js asked. By language, . · · 
-::ouritry, by culture she oould be only, .- - · 
~ amese. · •· ¥ f -.~ 
-\merican,'"'· she answers, and ·the •" .. 

~ tness vanishes from her eye,. . . . . ·. 
"Jo your want to be American or V1et• 
~se?" 
·:etnamese," she s&Y!, "because bein1 

e~can. they make jokes on me." Chil• 
:1 call her "My Den,,. she expta.in.1-
~ck American." In Vietnam, it i~ an 
:."let, oontalnlng the double stigma of be-
;:,ot UJ.ly foreign but datk-skinned u L . . 

· ~r ~e Is ·Trafl Thi Thu Thuy, and she 
old. Her mother, Tran Thi Thung, 

-;-:erly a bar girl in the coastal resort of 
1J: Tau, had half-black children by . 

' e · ditreren-c GD. -ne soldiers have all·· - ·~ 
e home, but she has "no regrets," she . 
,, "becau.se at the time I liked to have 
:.ey.~ . . .. . ·. - -·: =-~ ~- ._ 

I 
'..lke •to Have Money' ···:·, ··· · -~·, · .. · 

• . ' • .•·.· C. • 

·t was a happy life." Miss Thung ~ ' _. · 
•• ._ house to live in, you live with ' 

American. that American gave. ~ -, 
ey and bought you things. • With all 

· :noney, it is you who made the deci~ 
-:. to work that way or not. And if 

happen to have a baby because- you're 
:arefuJ, that's your bad luck.'' 

-:d the baby's bad luck too, it seems. 
:trtle Thuy's answeni are common. No 

-: tific survey has been done, but .inter-
" ' with mixed youngsters-both those .. 
' g with their families and those in or-
- ages-reveal a widespread prattem: 
•' are "American.;• but they want to be 

'-1:r..amese!' - . - . . 
-:,~ m:; mother is Vietnamese," ex- · 
-:>ed Thao, a 9-year-old mixed-white·· 

-:: ~u.,e I speak Vietnamese," said Xuan. 
:,~ar-old girl whose father wu black. . 
~ecawie my American father bates me,,. ' · 

a 7-year-old halt-white gl:rl named My · .. ,,._ ~- . ' .... - .... -- . 
~erican-V!etna..--nne child.en orten diis- .. ,. -

a painful ambivalence about their 
physical characteristics, both denying 

• own dtffenr:ces and gravitating to 
e wlaoloaicdle...,._ 

·e· .. - -
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Pltotoel'Plls fllt TIie NN Yort Tl- Ill' DEIIOUH I. SHll'\.ER ·: ; 

Others have described the plight of the _ 
inbred children of Vietnam, but as the·cbilcfreii· ·-. ~· · 

, _become able to express their own feeling~ ~:·,.:: i., ·:r::-_.: .. -· .• 
.r that plight takes on new poignance. -One-light.:. ;:_":._·;··_~-·.~~,·· 
, ·, ski_If11ed ~hild said simply, _"Nob_odyJikes me.~:~~~'-f t -~~' ·-\i,· 

, .... ~- - . . ... - .. . . - -
. ' ":.• ... 

._;":! ... ·, . .. ..- ... : .. 

, .,:\ 
•· . ·,., I• __ _,, 

. . 

.. _, . ·- -~-- ___ ,., •·. ~- . . . 
,_ c~:-::-1'1 ~~~~•"P.J',. •·r·,. • · 1'"..,~f. r, :.-. -;:;,,;:·: ::r. ';".<f~::-- -~:- ·•~~'._,:~, •. ! , . . . · ~-•. .:. ;',: : ;:_ 1 

:. •. • /.- 'f 11·, • • • -!_.'i?,. 
.X tew ...... -... -vanmeie ~ -:t.;;: iieetlenut; ~ -lier lip and ~uaed hw . I -~-. : "'1be fartheat point-~ lf~I' · ·\ 

·1ir'aPhw~tatM ..,,... • • ,1-""f"IIJM ·""7ffll -~ ~-:~ t!gl!Uy:.~.-"lleaatifal," .. :11111 ·, women , pro- .~,, fa the porch. """'~-'I puS lfkrq .~O . . ooi in• Dtnarig,-He ~i19'111d lbaYJJi! ·ldl ;, ~·½dlt!Md,'"'lleautffut" ·· ·.,. · ·.· · , ' • . • .. . . .. out in the evenings, to go see the priest or · 
:bead :,because children had teased him;' :-•! "Are you Victhamese or American?." The , .' ,'- play, but they won't." •·: · . . · , · 
'When the hair grew back, he thought it . : . question erased the little girl's smile. She .. : .- Thanh .was asked what she was, V1etna-. 
:Would be ·anotper color.- · ·;.- i, • : ~: ::,' --~•· ·, . hesitated and then shouted angrily: · , · ; ·• · ·. mese or Am_erican. "My Den,''. [b~ack Arneri-
·: •., At an ac:optlon agency ·m Saigon ia halt- .. · -:_; •OIYletnamese! No!" she pouted; Who ls · • can, she answered. It was eq_mvalen_t io a 
b'iack girl named Le told why,Lucy wu her -: .-. J1er best friend? .O'Nobody likes me,'' she .· · b!ack chi!d in the_ Unlt~.d Stat~s saymg _of . 
~st 'ricnd. "Lucy looks 1ike me. Her eyes . ! repled. • . , _. . · , .- : · . · himself,_' I am a nigge:. • , . . . . 
are like me, her .~ose is like me, her hair is - . 1 , •• ,Mothers do n~t always know how· t~ . .. Yet V1etn~ese __ soc1ety can also be flex• 
like me, she is u black as me.'' . ,· .. : -,-. . • , ·1 , : handle the hostility and hurt that writhe 1• • • Ihle and caring, even beyond the extended 
. :- And tucy said of Le, "I love her ~use . , . · Inside these li_tttle children. ' Lan Anh's , · family. Lik~ Mrs. Le, ~mo families have . 
fhe b always with me. She alway, holds -r ·. ,,mother has a slmP,le re~ponse when her _ - taken . in mixed children wht> _ are. nb rela- . 
fit ha.fld . She Jookl like me with her curl · . , daughter runs home llfter being teased. . tion. . • . . . . . • . . . _ 
h-1t . . Hei skin .la black, -twid mine is als~ · ·;~ .''I l~ her _even mor~what ,ls can I do?" • ~, : ·Many mothers fh:'d _their_ mixed children · 
b1ack. • ·.' , · .. • . . · , • • • ,, • . -:-> ·, , Mrs. Nguyen '.nil Le tries get her, two _ -: . become signs of disgrace. ~eople ass':l"'e 
; - · l · , . , • . ·, '!, · • .--· half.-bla<:k foster. d'-ughters, ages 5 6, _ - · 1 that the mothers were bar girls and prostl• 

, ~Then shn added,, 1 do~ t like Th~}'i ~uy_ ., • .• to go out plat and . face the Pf0bl~, : tutes, although many w~ simply -secrets• 
.~use she doesn t have ~y hair . .. 1. _\ .· 1: squarely; , · . · 1 - • • ! .. :· · · ·. ·, '· . · · · •ties, shopkecpE'!'s or maids who happened 

Near the site of a 1onner ,\merlcan.Annr. . ;· ''She has no frf~ds," Mrs: te said or the · to fall In love wll!h Arnertcan!1 lived with 
_base ,t c,, Chi, 20 miles flOrthwest or Sa - . . older girl. Le Thi Thanh. "After she finishes them and expected to D'l8.IT)' them even-

, goo, 4-yeu-old Lan Anh played h~ly on school she rushes home. Shfl take! care or tually. · 
_the eoncrr.te p<>rch of her mothers house. . th~ baby, she always sticks around home Mothers often suffer cconomlally firont · 
She Is· falr-l!kmned with light brown curly becau~e tile other kids In the area tease , the rejection. Those who want work as llve-
lu1.tr ,t'l.'!d wld~ eye::.-Her grandmot:hor, an her call her 'black American'. Once in a in maids , for example, say they find Viet-
ofd womnn with teeth stained .black by while they hit her. namese families generally unwill ing to 



.: :..._ •. ~t- .. -~; ·:.~. i ·., -~:-: .',.;;;_fj· ···_.J.~.~'l: :}J: ·,1· ,.:g c:·-: ~ _', .. 1>.' •• , :-: j _ ... _,;;:..;,~~~ ~--:.W,:.?S..~.t.. . · 
·t·---co;,--::l!J'~J:-"""~£'.f.'~£\~,,'"""-,~..;;""'s·, «:.:.·-\'£.j -:_.:~-t-r: ,..,:~~ ~;:tP!f}.$:~-;~0Wt1-~~ : __ a~4~s·s/1_ 
-.. -. : ~·.:::·., ,. :'/:•J-i-:~-~-_;·;· _,,...',{:.;~~;::I>11"'.-:-_J =z~~ i$:;~it~--_r~,-..~-t:·.~~~-~tt."} 1 • .'-:--, ,, • ~:_._ :"-:.;;,, 1'. ,._;;~'-

have-mliea dilldren 'i,'tfie premisei:And ,'7;.-";. ~·\~ ,--_ .. _....... ·- .. - .'. . . . . .. ... ·;··-j .:~. , 7",-',< 
thachancesor ·~ . -.Vi~e~,;~~~L-l· - · ·('.;._,_' .- -··--,·····-·t::· ·-:-•··- ·-r: --· 1 

-·- .... .. _, i. ·· 
~~ -~-: ;·. 1 =~ 'f~f::..<:!s·~·-' :~· ;;5-p . ..'.,~:- - ongmg· Jor the Woman . 

. : 'I ne~. :think of 1~ ma:rrl.ed to a:.-~ ·.1,· :::, ; -~ :: 1 .• • • • - , . :- • , .. •• ~=-- .• . : •=-~:-: r • 

!1:~~~~~;~~~~;tAnd ~Child: _!Left .Behind:: Thung said. For lack _of---money, she bu .. ,.. . . .·· . . . . . . . . . ____ _ . .. 
placed her ~drenjn a_n orphanage·in ·~ ~ ;., ;;.:~:-\-.1 .::;,_.;;:< _: • .. ·.•: · ··. -., ,: ·< ,..!,. ··:c,' • -~ l .-. is<-~ 
gon run by the ,Vietnamese-~ncan· . · ·, _ ',.c-. . • _ -. l!Jped.alto'neNwr~orsT!mla •': ... ,.-.,_, · :-'•· ~-- ';:! · 
Children's Fund, • ; private . :organization_'' '-~· :;,' ·sAIGON South. Vietna- :A ;,g 22-Followinoi· Ls... a'? . based in Houston. : • -''· --: · -"' · ~, __ ...,__ ~v: · · --- , ' · · " ., •'U' • · · • -e ·-. , ·. 

. Victor Sr~ '\.ho_. ~~ ~e ·fund•;· -~:i~,$Je~i~J 1 ~!~m~{;:;J1~~;J;i~C,:~:'. 
two homes here, bas .seen two.mam.cau.see ... ·._-- · L=ic1.· -- L- z - · -- -· · d ·+i. .... , · ·· - • ' of 11.bandonnierit: •economic ~ -and . 1: Cru _ Tu~ etters .are pnnte as . ... o.c.y- were .wntten, . _ 
family pressw:e. . <-·~..., ..:.. _ -'-,~~i: ·-- ~_'-)41~o.. ~empt- 1_Rade to corr~:-~ s_pellinJ ~!-the ~-- • " . . . .. " f • ·, . . . - - . - -· . One motherw,anted to keep her two half.:: _;, .grammar. ·• ··: .· .i · · _ •.,.::·:.,,t:,. :::,.;,:£,. ,.' .. ~,, 
white boys, he recalled, but shEf married ai ,- -~ bear L1en -·· ·.:· :-: .. ' - , ·. ·, •0

·• •• ·:, : • :., ·.: -- ; •• · : .:.~ : •] 
• Vietnamese• without tel.ling him about tha · •.• • . • :;;f. ' . . . . •: • : . " ' • • C - , _. • • 

children. He ., ordered - them out.: - '_'He -. , •· I'm writing this fetter to let y.ou know ~t l thank· -·i 
wouldn'.t h~_to-<:ome ~d .• ~ - --~· you ·and the kids a1i-the _time._}ioney,, wont you to ~-1 
her children, ... ~- Snruvasan .!al~ .. tie, :·-;:~ know that r still love you very-much and-to let -you. l .wants her to com . . _e; tbem. _ · . _. - ~9w . that I got . o_ut .of the army and .I wrote to ·. 

a back alley ;ot 'Saigon. Nguyen '.I1li . ·, the President of .South Vjetnam to see if they will grant : 
. Tuyet_ Hoa J.i,.,~ :with her :three mixed.clul...i,; ' inti dtzien ship'.·in.·Vietnam., nun··giving up f!Y~- _,. 
tlJ:en m .an o~ _space-. between two ~- · thing 1.n,America . .-Honey; I_ dont· blame you, if y.ou dont · .'. 
bling bnck buildings, a space draped wttb .. · - • · · · , · · · ' · · bl · · - · b 1· . .,,.+ _ webs .ot..shabby .,!.rmy:'Ponchos and leaky-, · -: won_; , ;l?le __ ~ymor~. I . wont ame yo~ · ut · ·· J ..... 
phlstic sheets . . The father of the youngest, _:. . ont you _to kno;~ ~t :J, 1ov7 .a¢ · mtSS,·)'OU. verr · 
2-year-old boy,.=is· in Missouri, ·unemploved.. ., uclt Honey that 1s why Im gmng up everything if 

-"lam qw"te-ashamed to tell you," Mfss i: .. ' ey:grant·my request. I prcimesed .. to join there army · 
Hoa said,quietly, n>µt _.f.fll_ ki~<U>P>eg~-~: _ that"is how much.·r love you and 'tlie kids: _"_·.- -'·: f .. ·, 
gar.'' . . .: ·: --{ . "' -·-. :, .. · - ,. '; ' · P.S. Honey, ·,i got the -picture -you sent to- 'me, ;~ :,~ 

Sh_e ~ps hoping that the man fr?m ~-- babby Iooks . justlike you so please forgive me and · 
sou,i will return or send money. It is a um, .. · · · · · d h • · · I I · -. versa! hope among these moUiers. In al- T.1te an ope tney grant my _request. . • ~ve_. Y?.U-:-. _. __ 
most every house, an old photo album,can • ·· · _- __ · · _ . _: ' - ~.-: ·-· · 
be prodµced with: s118.pshots of a handsome- Dear' Bob, (false name) - · ,. . • . · ~, :· 
Am~rican GJ. and a lovely Vietnamese girl · · · · 1 
looking brightly and lovingly at each'other :: Today -1 am writing· this letter to you and-'let you I 
from ad' t · · kriow that 1n Vietnam now I and your child are _living 1 
. "Sometimes I think rd like to get another - 0 miserable. We dont have shelter and I-am impossible :l 

man, go to .the United States.'' Duong Thi ," · to make.. money by selling some things because no 
Ngoc .Minh said. She lived with an Air ·:: · 6ustomersi So I was looking for a job and now I am . I 
Force sergeant for several years and had working _as maid for .some one. The small. salary 1 
two daughters, who DDW encounter fre- ·, . d 't f d d hild. · · 
quent ridicule. "It's better to _send them to ~- _ oesn ee me an your c •· . I 
the states. There is less discrimination in. , If you always think about me and your ·child, plea!e j 
the States than in 'v'.ietnam.•~ .- . . . .. · _ - . . . - send me some money for buying food. My -dear, . .in \ 

Bu; she could not stand .to give the .chit- _ any case . and in any time, I'm always thinking about 
dren up for adoption, she said. Many other you and still love you. So that you must have some .I 
mothers feel the same. American officials way to come to Vietnam in order to bring your child -~ 
guess that there may be about 25J)OO t t the Stat 1 d I American children in South Vl~'"ffie O · e, P ease my · ear. · · ·· - · · , ·\ _ 
spring of 1973, they counted onl~ TTO in or: · -_ Now, because of poverty I -<:an·t keep your child · 
phanages. . -~- . . _ _ _ _ _ .. __ with me. I requested assistance from ·the Vietnam. 

American Children's Fund and your child is kept and j 
An Emotional Debate . . sponso_red by this organization-house,_ food. Jnedicine, j 

Tb.a virtue of adoption is debated. emo-- · -· education. · ·. - · · · ' _ . ' -. l 
tionally here, with many Vietnamese re-· ·: . You must remember that I don' t have· house but ,: 
.sentful of the notion that their society .can- your child miss you very much and I'm aiways wait- · ' 
not accommodate mixed children. _Q!!lw · 

1

. 
concede the strength of the prff ~ . . ing for you to come· with me. Some time 1 feel very 
limvever, ana are conv1nci!d mar .:.ne ,.. desperate and I want to kill myself. But' r think 
-~?.01:sters, Jtf:{t th~e :who are - . [ die, you child will lost his parent's love for. ever. I 
• ac woul e er otf :n the Uni · [n other ways, if I kill your child to free him from . 

· this miserable life, · I'll be wrong because he is not 
Some adoption officials believe that even. - responsible of our poverty. I love yi;iur child very I 

'Wi th American socie s own prejudices · · much. My dear, I think to you when I see him. Many 
th more room or di rerence m times, he is crying because he is hungry. I know. that I 
tire Oruted Sfates th~ m vietn~. . but I don't know how to do but crying too. I'm brief ·/ 

Or all those mtervJewed, children slated to depict my situation now to let you know. I expect 
to go to ti,le States formed the only group h · ·. / to display certainty about their identity. A t at you are always healthy,- I will wnte to you m~re 
group of beys, the day before leaving Sai- I~ the next letter and I w1ll. send to . you our_ child / · 
r nn sa id thev were all "American" and picture. . .. · -

... 

.. 
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· . "l am quite -eshamed to tell you," Mfss , . they: grant· my request. 1 promesed .to 10m there army 
Hoa said , quietly, :'but _J'm_ ki?1d_ of beg~-'- _ that'is how .much ·r love you and · tlie kids. . ·.· - . .. .' ... 
gn" · ' .. - .:-~·-· ·..., -·- '. .. -- , . .. :.~- ' · P.S. Honey, 1 got the . picture .you sent to- 'me, ;The :~ 

She k~ps hi:iping that the man from Ml5: . babby looks . just like. you so please forgive _me and · 
soup will return or send money. It is a uni, ·. . ., write and hope they '""""t my _request . . I -l9ve YOU. . . versa! hope· among these motllers. In al· · eo•~ 
most every house, _an old photo aJbum,can · • ·· · :._· · . . _: '. :- ::. -:-= · ·_._-; · · 
be prod:µced with: snapshots of a handsome Deai Bob.--(fals~ ~e) . ; . - .[ ~' :· 

. American GJ. and a lovely Vietnamese girl · · • · 
looking brightly and lovingly at each 'other ": . Today -1 am writing· this letter to you and- let you 
from a distan · · kriow that 1n Vietnam now I and your child are living 

. "Sometimes I think rd like to get another - miserable. We dont have shelter and I am impossible ! 
man, go to the United States.'.' Duong Thi ,. to make.. money by selling some things because no 1 
Ngoc J.';tinh said. She lived with an Air·c:. - customers." So I was looking for a job and. now I am .j 
Force sergeant for several years and had · working ,as maid for . .some one. The small salary 1 
two daughters, who naw encounter 1're-" ·, . d •t f d d hild. · · 1 
quent ridicule. "It's better to .send them-to ~ _ oesn · ee me an your c · - • • - •· - - I 
the States. There is less discrimination in. , If you always think about me and your ·child, plea!e j 
the States than in Vietnam.'~ : _ · - . : . send me some money for buying food. My dear, .in \ 

Bui she could not stand to give the .cbil- . any case . and in any time, I'm always thinking about 

m
dr

0
et.nheursp ffoeer

1
adthoeptsamion, es_hAme s~·,!;.an

0
yffo

1
_cth

1
_aelsr you and still love you. So that you must have some ,I 

.... ,-.., way to come to Vietnam in order to bring your child 0J 
guess t hat ·there may be aoout 25,000 half.. t the Stat 1 d I American children in South V!et.aam .. In the O e, P ease my ear. 

1
-

spring of 1973, they counted only 770 in or- _·. Now, because of poverty I can' t keep your child \ 
phanages. · · ·· · with me. I requested assistance from ·the Vietnam 

, American -Children's Fund and your cJ:,J!d i~ kept and 1 
An Emotional Debate : . ., . _ edspoucansoti.reond. by this ~~~tion-hous_e, r_~ Jnedi_cme, __ j 

TI:le virtue of adoption is debated. emo- ·' · 
1 tionally here, with many. Vietnamese re-· . : . _You must remem~r that I don't have·_ hou'se but . ' 

senttul of the notion that their society can- your child miss you very much and I'm always wait-
not 1accommodate mixed children . ..Q!!lw ing for you to come · with me. Some time 1 feel very I concede the strength of the pr!j~ . / 
".fiomver, ana are corMncea tnar ine -. . desperate and I want to kill myself. But' r think 
_youngsters, ~Speciauy th~e _who are . [ die, you child will lost his parent's love for. ever. I 

!:iracK. would oe oeffer orf m the Uru~- Cn other ways, if I kill your child to free him from . 
this miserable life, · I'll be wrong because he is not 

Some adoption otfi · ieve that ev responsible of our poverty. I love y<;>ur child very 
encan socie s own p~judices · much. My dear, I think to you when I see llim. Many 1 

th more room or di Terence m times, he is crying because he is hungry. I know. tnat I 
tire" Drutea Stafe_s than in Vietnam. but I don't know how to do but crying too. I'm brief ·/ 

Or all those 'interviewed, children slated to depict my situation now to let you know. I expect 
to go to the State! fanned the only group · / 
to display certainty about their identity. A that you are always healthy. I will v:rife to you more 
group of boys, the day before leaving Sai- i~ the next letter and I will. send to . you our_ child ; · 
:;on, said they were all "American" and picture. · · . . _ . · . 
that's what they wanted to be "because 
they're big, Americans are big." one de- •- · ·--- - · · · 

cl~~!~~~Y~L-ced chi! · · e an ·\ 
rush 

t .1m o.ea mg to ut more fre- \ 
quen. y , .ey cnuge, airaid they will be tak-
~n a:~ay .. ~!others often tease them, say..; l 

..... ~ !'.!~., lr! t~ .. -to . ~you .to __ 
-- - -- - - ••• · - :... 91!£. _~ '.,;,: ' ~ ·: ~ ! • 

• 

• - 0~ 
; . : , ball and tries to djsappear: Hung scampers· .. 
, .. . , -to the rear ~fhla adoptive pa.rents' noodle 

. .shop and hi<i;es. Lan Anh clings to lier ·· 
; mother's let, calming for the mom·ent ·the .. 
·· · · heor_mother harbors that some day the 

. g1rf.will want to leave:· ' ... ·• · · ., . · 
: .. . - .•• . ......... - ,.. - · . t ' , \ ' 

.Tbe -mother 9r:Oids ne{8'iborhooci children ' 
: who entice Lan Anh with tales o( all the 

apples and grapes in the United States. "I 
'. told her ~ere were no apples and grapes in ! .. America; her mother says, "because I was 
· · ~frald she would start thinking She would 
,. .. '!Ike to go to Americe because sh~ wants 
\ '::) •ppl~s an~ grapes."• · . · , · .. 
t _.. • A ~hdmothet . Danang remembers' 
;·· J1ow tightly lier family held 011 to her gtand- : 
; - son, Qu~yn! now 8. His father an.American · 
h, ·n.amed J1mi CIU!'e to· see the boy for the last 

time before going home. The grandmother -
Quyoo's mother and tier sister and broth~ . 
sat with Jim around the famlly's dinf,rig 
table. . ' · 

· "He Insisted that he wanted to tak~ the · 
~Ith . him,", the grandmother recalls. 

All Of us disagreed, and we told him we 
wanted to keep the boy with us .. And hd 
wept. And we wept. And he left." 

... 
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\ /,y DOL:C HO'JTI THR 

Senate subco rrl'm ittee on refogees 
es timate s there \,-ere s ix L;nes a:' 
many refu gees generated du,ing 

,\lo ti;•ati on is an imp ortan t facto r in 
ch ild advoca cy. T he cl1ild n,foocate 
mus t be able tc !c-:J k beyc r:d l! er c u•n 
need s and be conscio us of t l1 e n ee ds 
of th e ch ild . In ad opt ion, no well ns 
atlier serrices to cliildr e n , the pri nw,·y 
co n sid erat io n sl1 01dd be t /ie we/fore c,f 

the last year of " peace" as there / 
,,·ere dur ing the \va:- year of 
1G71. Children in the countr\·side 
of the Sou th still ha\·e to li,'.e in , the ch ild . . 

' Dou g H os tett er is pro z,i d ing !i S w it'1 
inforn1nti o11 a nd a poi nt of ·uicw u1l1ic h 
will help us to b e m o re ohiec t il'e nl> cm t 
nn em o tio nal su b iec t-tl, e pli g h t of 
V ietnamese childr en. 
-Ruth G ilbert, Secretary for Com-

m u nity Act ion , \'\' omen 's D ivisio n 

or dose to, u ndC'rground shelters. 
ThC' chi ldren in the cit\' slums ,rnd ,/ 
refugee camps struggle against / 
thr dual enemies of disease and 
malnutrit ion. Fitty per cent of the 
prople in the general population 

The family has always been the arr under 15 years of age , but in 
center of Vietnamese society. refugee camps the proportion is 
" Dao nam sinh trai, cuoi na~ often over 70 percent . 
sinh gai" is a traditional greeting An\' rea l solution to the vrob-
to a newly wed couple in Viet- !ems ~f thes e children \,·ill. haw 
nam. It means, "May you have a to be linked to the o\'Crall settle-
son by the new year and a ment of the war in \ 'ietnam . As -;. 
daughter by the end of the year." 1 American Christ ians \Ve haw a -But that greeting originated from responsibility to work in direct 
a happier era; the years before they were forced to take hiding relief of the current suffering of 
Vietnam's economy and tradi- in mountain caves or under- these children while \,·e work to 
tional ways of living were de- ground bunkers. finally extricate our government 
strayed by a cruel technological Since the signing of the Paris f:- om the co r-,tinuing war. 
war. Peace Accords over a year ago, Because of the highly political 

There are approximately 19 much has changed for the chi]- nature of the war in \' ietnam, it 
million children in all of Vict- dren of North Vietnam. Children is important for groups and in-
nam. he" experience of these )'"ho were separatct.i from their Ji\ idu,il ~ 1, 1\u ,ire cl,n ccrned 

c mlaren during the pa st 10 years / working parents in the indu s tri-11 ,1bL1ut \'ictn.rn1ese ch ildren to as-
has 'Varied, depending ~pon cities have returned fro m the ir s is t them in ,1/l areas d \'ietnJ,n. 
where they lived . The mad logic long "vacation" \vith grandpar- In ~ orth \' ietnam, m os t of the 
of bombing patterns drove the ents or other reL:itives in the chi ldren are back with fam ilv or 
child~en of North \'ietnam out of countryside. Families ha,·e been rel atins, and the own, hel~ing 

/ 
the cities , into the mountains and reu11ited and children \,·hose par- need no \\' is for schools and hos-
s inall rural villages , while in the ents were killed dur ing th e inten- pitals. 
South it dron them from the sive bombi ngs have been taken D uring the 10 \'ears of bomb-
rural areas into the cities. If they in by other relatives. ing by American planes, almost 
refused to leave the countryside, In South \'ietnam, howe\'Cr, e, ery ma jor hospital and school 

~1r . Hostetter is Resource Coo rdinator for 
Asia , U ni ted M ethod is t O ffice fo r the Uni ted 
J\'.at ion s. 

the war grinds on- the bombing I in :':orth \ 'ietnam \\-aS tlestroved. 
and sh elling of the countryside ti There were 5,500 schools and 
continues. The , United States se\'eral hundred hospitals- and 

• 

j 



J 

medical clinics damaged or totally 
destroyed. The United States gov-
ernment pledged to help repair 
thi s damage when it signed the 
peace agreement o\·er a year ago, 
but Congress has appropriated 
no money to help in this recon-
struction. American churches and 
\·oluntary agencies which have 
been working for many years to 
meet the needs of the children in 
the . Saigon-controlled area s of 
South Vietnam ha\'e been slow to 
respond to the enormous needs 
of the children Ii\ ing in the 
:"forth. 

The children of South \'ietnam 
li\'e in two general areas: the 
zones controlled by the Pro..\.'.i-
sional Re\·olutionary Go\'ernment 
(the PRG often called the \ 'iet 
Cong) ;hich includes most of 
the countryside; and the zone 
controlled by the Saigon go\·ern-

ment, which includes all of the 
major cities. 

Shortlv after the signing of 
the P..ni s Accords last vear , I 
traveled to Paris and spent se\'-
eral days discussing with Dr. Le 
van Loe, of the PRG, the needs 
of the children in the countryside 
of South Vietnam. Dr. Loe 
pointed out that the situation of 
the children in the PRG areas of 
South Vietnam was probably 
more desperate th,in the s ituation 
in an\' othrr pJrt · of Vietn,1m. 
Not only had virtu,11ly all of the 
homes , schools and hospital s 
been totally drstroyed in that 
area , but the fighting was contin-
uing (and still is today). :0.any 
children had lost their entire 
family. 

Aside from the need to re-
build the schools and hospitals , 
scmething had to be done about 

~-) 
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orphans. Dr. Loe pointed out that 
they had alread~: discussed the 
problem and had decided defi-
nitely against building orphan-
ages in their zone of control. The 
PRG Ministry of Social \\'elfare 
has encouraged relatives or 
neighbors to adopt these home-
less children. The \-1inistrv has 
also set up a fund to supplement 
the income of the fami1ies where 
the support of 'an additional chi ld 
,,·ould be a burden. 

I 

Dr. Loe requ ested help both 
from the C.S. goYernment and 
from the churches in reconstruct-
ing schools and hospital s and as-
si sting th e su•pport fund for fa:n:-

V lies adopting orphanc; .-\.s ,,·i:r. 
the :---: o rth , the PRG zone of Sot:t!--. 
\ ·ietnam has not receiYed any 
American go \' ernmental aid and 
only recently a fe,,· churches 
haYe begun to respond to the 
need s in this area . 

The zone of South \"ietnam 
which is control led bv the Saigor. 
go,:ernnwn t ic '>ie .1re,1 of \'ie:-
nam mos t familiar to the Ame:i-
can people. The American go\·-
ernment last year poured oYe, 
S2.5 billion i'nto that area while. 
churchec:: and \·oluntary agencies 
spent mil lions of dol lars more. 

Despite this massi\'e assistance . 
the situat ion of children in th is 
area has onh· deteriorated . \1il-
lions of people from the countr\'- ,., 
c::ide ha\·e been forced to flee into 
the cit\' slums and refugee camp:e 
to escape the bombing (_\,·hich ic:: 
still continuing) in the rural sec-
tions. The cit\' of Saigon had a 
population of less than half a 
million 20 years ago ; no\,· it has 

• 

a bulging population of m ·er 2 
m illion . In \! .1Y o t 10;.:; th e re 
\\C~e st ill 128 off1ci,1lh designateJ 
refugee camps in 5ais~•n-con-
troll ed territor\' conta ining 750 ,- ,.,, 
000 persons. American Agenc\· 
for Inte rna tional D eYe]opment 
(.-\ID) sr okesmen e 7 t imated that 
.it lc,,q ~S0 ,000 ch ildren li\in~ in 
S,1 i~on-cl'ntrol led ZC'nrs haw' loq 
one or both oi their parents. 

Desp ite these eno!'mous needs, 
the C.S. goYern ment response has 
been path e tic. \\'hile 76 percent 
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of American governmental aid to 
Saigon was designated for mili-
tary purposes, less than one per-
cent was designated for the as-
sis tance of children. American 
churches and voluntary agencies 
by and large found themselves 
supporting the usual Western so-
lution to the problem of parent-
less children-orphanages. 

Vietnamese language, customs, 
religion, village structure, family 
structure and general philosophy 
are very different from their 
VVestern counterpart. Because of 
these immense differences in cul-
tural values, it is very difficult for 
Western charitable institutions to 
assist the Vietnamese wi ch out de-
stroying their culture . 

./ Perhaps the cultural difference 
between Vietnam and the West 
vvhich most affects children is 

)

the definition of the family. In 
the United States a child is an 
orphan when both parents are 
dead. However, in Vietnam, be-
cause of the extended family, a 
child is never an orphan as long 
as there is a living relative. Con-
sequently, in Vietnam there are 
very few true orphans. 

Before the war, there were no 
orphanages in Vietnam; parent-

/ 
less children were simply taken 
in by the closest relative or by a 
close neighbor. By 1966, there 
were 83 orphanages or children's 
homes in South Vietnam caring 
for 11,000 children. Seven years 
later the number of children in-
stitutionalized in orphanages had 
more than doubled, and that 
number is increasing every day . 

In an earlier Asian war Amer-
icans also sup;:;orted orphanJges. 
It was estimated that by the end 
of the Korean \.Var there were 
100,000 children in South Korea 
who had lost both of their par-
ents. -Four years after the arm-
istice about half of those children 
he.cl been taken in by relatives, 
and 48,600 were sent to or-
phanages. However, 20 years 
after the last shot was fired and 
the last bomb fell, there were 
still over 62,000 "orphans" living 
in 555 orphanages. 

To understand this phenom-
enon one has to understand both 
the institutions of orphanJges 
and the reasoni ng of manv of the 
urban pL)c,r in Asia. Orph.rn ,1gcs 
have become a prosperous busi-
ness in both South Korea and 
Sou'th Vietnam. The majority of .I 
these orphanages are supported 
by monies collected frpm Ameri-
can Christians. We h,1ve re-
sponded generously to the ap-
peals for ·help, out of a mixture 
of feelings of frustration, guilt 
and J true desire to do some thing 
positi\·e. The road bet1,·een Sai-
gon and the Luge former Ameri-
can base ,1t Bien Hoa is iln ex- " 
cellent c·,ample of Americrn de-
sire to help--- there are now more 
orphanages thJn gJs stations on 
that 20 mile s tretch of road. 

The other half of the equation 
is the respo nse of the urban poor 

• 

in Asia. In the nt1es of both 
South Korea and South \'ietnam, 
urban slums have become a major 
problem. \1 illions of people liH 
in de~per.1tc po\·ertv. P.iren ts li\·-
ing in these conditions often do 
not underst ,rnd that young and 
growing children need Ion and 
personal attention even more 
th,1n good food and shelter. 
These p.uents look ,it the chil-
dren li\·ing in orphanag'?s and 
see that these "orphans" are bet-
ter fed and clothed than their 
L)1\·n c hildrcn , 50 for the '·good 
of the Lhild " the\' ab,1ndon the 
Lhild to an c)r~'bJnJge T his m.1\· 
help to account for the f.1ct that 
la~t vea r there 1\ e re 6Ll-!S chil-
dren abanponed in South Korea 
- 20 years after the end of that 
1,·,n. 

TherP are ampl e studies sho1,·-
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PLIGHT OF VIETNAM'S 
CHILDREN 

ing tha t an orphanage is not a 
good substitute for the fomilv . 
.\Jew York Times reporter To;,, 
Fox in a November 2, 1973 article 
for the ,\ 1ntionnl Cntholic Re-
porter cites several studies of 
Saigon orphanages which reveal 
that 90 percent of the babies 
brought to these orphanages died 
before the age of 16, most of 
them within the first year or two. 
The problem was lack of lo\'e 
and persona attention. 

The other form of assistance 
for \'ietnamese children which 
has been aavocatecl bv manv 
Americans has been inte~countr~, 
adoption. To many American·s 
this ·seems like the solution to 
both an American and a \ 'ie t-
namese problem. In the U. 5 ., 
there is currently a "shortJge" 
of adoptable babies (i.e. young, 
healthy, attractive children) whi le 
there are thousands of VietnJm-
ese babies who are in real need. 
There are a _number of problems 
with adoption as a method of 
helping \'ietnamese children. 
First of all, there are millions of 
Vietnamese children who are suf-
fering as a resul t of the vvJr-
intercountry adoption could help 
only several thousJnd children at 
the most, but does nothing for 
the rest. Secondly, the govern-
ments of North Vietnam and the 
PRG ha\'e refused to allow chil-

l dren from their areas of control 
to be adopted by families in other 
countries. The 5-,igon go\'ern -
ment has also discouraged inter-
count ry adoption, and has made 
the process difficult. 

There are good reasons whv 
almost· every \'ietnamese i·s 

/

agains t intercountry adoption. 
First, there ha\'e been se\'eral 
million Vietnamese who ha\'e 

• died as a result of the ·,\'ar. It is 
the children who are the future 
hope, the next generation of \'iet-
namese. Secondly, there is the 
factor of \ 'ietnamese nJt ional 
pride. For the \'i etnJmese to see 
their children taken and raised in 

another cou ntry is to suggest that more, the dJrk-skinned raciall\' 
/'they are incapable of taking care mixed children ha\'e been pri-

of them, or that there are others marily adopted bv European 
who could do it better. Finally,/rJther than American families . 
there is the fear among many \ 'ietnamese go\·ernment offic iais 
\ 'ietnamese thJt when peace ac- ha\·e guided the dark-skinned 

} uJlly comes and relati ves try to children to European famil ies, 
relocate their families they will feeling that these children would 
discover the childrrn have been grow uri with less discrimination 
sent to another countrv . ag.1inst them in Euwpean societ\'. 

Howe\'e r, there is a group of In the p.1st se\·er.1! _;:; ears there 
\ 'ie tnamese children that will not has been an increasing demard 
be able. to live a normal life in among Americans for in tercoi.;:--,-
\ 'ie tnam . These ,,re the o nlv tr\" adoption of \·ietna :-nese c:-:::-
children \\·hose problems could dren . Th is has caused J nur:1bc 
best be soh·ed outside of \ ' iet- of nn· serious problems . l;, aci-
nJ m. These Jre the children \\·ith dition to bli ~ding us to the neec,: 
serious medic.1] problems ·for of the \·,1c;t ma jo rih· of \ ·ietnar:~-
·shich there are not yet ,v:lequJte ese children, it ahw re,:ulted in 
facilities for tre.1tment in \"iet- some ca~e" in the sale of \ ·iet-
n.1m. These children will be un- n.1mese children by their mothe~5 
.1ble to liYe a no rm,,! life without to Amer:cans. 
the aJ\·antages of sophis ti cated In m_am· ma jo r cih:•c the~e ;-:::,: 
modern medical tre,1tment. deH·loped· J black r.arke: 

Another smaller group \\'hich b.1bies. Prices r.1n~e an\-1\·he~e 
fits into this c.1tegor\' of childre n rnm1 Sl 0 in some 5; is:0n ~ater::-
who may need help outside of ih· ho"rit,1ls It~ 5~00' for . .\me:-i -
\ ' ietnam, is the offspring of c,lil r,i< ,1:L:·, ,.:t 1~ .\ <,,n mothe> 
American ser\'iceme n in \'ietnam. and American fathers) children in 
These children face an ident itv Bang!--ok. \\'ith the black marl--.e~ 
problem and often a discrimina·- " purch.,se" of a child, the " n:,:-
tion problem as well. The chi! - tomer " does not ha\·e to \\·o~,,-
dren of b!Jck- or Hi spanic fathers .1bout getting \\Titten lepl cC'::-
seem to f.ice the \\"Orsi discrimi- ~ent from the close::t rela:i\ es c-'. 
nation. The~c children, left at an the child. and doe;; not h.1n to 
orphanage bv their natural \\Orn· al,ciut a declaration of re-
mothers, cou ld profit from ,,n lig ious f.1ith. \!oq orrhanages in 
Americ,,n home. l.J . S. gO\·ern- 5L1t1th \ ·ietnam 0;1h· allow the ir 
ment s tatis t ics show onlv 770 children to be ad,Tted into ho::ies 
children of mi,ed p,irC'nt:igc in l,f the s.1me religion as the ad-
all orph.111.1ges in South \ 'ietn.1m, rninictr.1tion of the orrhanage . 
.1nd onlv 276 of -them ,1ppear to Currenth· there are 2.5 ,C'C'O 
ha\·e h,1d black fatl1ers. 1 d1ildren liYin~ in or::--bana'"'eS ;n 

The ,1ssumption of most Amer- Scuth \ ·ietna'm. Th~ trad~i('n.-, ) 
icans is that this is the categor\' solu t ion of relah·es ta:...ing in 
of children \\"no ,1re selected bv ,,.1rentk"s chi!J,en has 5ome1\·h2t 
,1doption .1gencies. I 101\T\"C'r , L . lirpken ,h,1\·11 toda,· because of 
5 .. -'\ID (,itiLi,1! Don.1ld Cm,d\\"in , the m.1-~ relc,,·,1t ion of Limilies 
in a June 1°73 address to the ,au~ed t'\' th e milit.,n· destru c-
American Council of \ "oluntar\' tion of th~ count r \'s:de.· The L. 5. 
.-'\ gcnl ies, estimated th,1t bet\\"ee~ policy o~ "fo rced u,!:>an:zatio::" 
SO and 0 o percent of the \ 'iet - !the .creation of re fug ees) also 
n,1111ese adopted in this countr\' · :J d h d. 1 · 7·L h . .11 L e t. e is oca~1.:-n . :iis ,as 
the rre\·ious ye.ir were pure cau~ed man\' far.1i l:es to lose 
blooded \ 'ie tn,ime.;c i\·ith no tr,1ck of the ir re l.1ti\ e, in other 
m,1jo1 mcdi(,1! 1,roble m .... Further- I' 1 i i.1):.e" or o ther sc-:tions of the 

I{t ·.i~t' t' L.. ;_i!,. ,,~,n'. !!t't' , l,c• 1 .1tp Ju...! .. . ,~ 
C,HH'.P "n~ : \ .,, 1.L, .\ 1. ,": /~1; ,P : L <, 
C. 1..1\tr:-·,,, ·,t f'rtr't::•,: Cl1fi. 1 J.1 nu.11 \ =:- 10-1 

• 

, oun tn· . .\ ce,(' Jld r.1 .:tor in th i-:; 
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namese families, making it im-
possible for them to support any 
:1ew tamily members under an 
already strained family budget. 

It is in the areas of family sup-
port and the location of relatives 
of "orphans" which Western 
churches can best help Vietnam-
ese children. Vietnam Christian 
Service (VNCS) already has pro-
grams of this nature operating in 
conjunction with three llospitals 
in Saigon. Vietnamese social 
,vorkers are hired by VNCS to 
work in conjunction \-vith hospital 
midwives to discuss the future 

plans and needs of the prospec-
tive mothers . The social workers 
help the women to understand 
the needs of children and the 
benefits of a family and some of 
the liabilities of orphanages. 
They encourage the women not 
to abandon their children to or-
phanages. If the women are un-
able to support the additional 
child, the social worker is able to 
offer . job counselling or financial 
aid from VNCS to enable the 
women to keep their children. 

Programs like this , which allow 
the children to mature naturalh· 

Reprinted from re spo11se, July-Aug. 1974 

• 

in their home or that of a rela-
tive, should be supported by 
Americans concerned about the 
plight of \'ietnamese children . 
The real solut ion to the problems 
of Vietnamese children will, of 
course, only come when peace 
once again returns to their land. 
As we continue in our struggle 
for that peace, let us be sure that 
our efforts to help \"~tnamese 
children are directed toward the 
needs of th·e children in all areas 
of Vietnam, and that these efforts 
s trengthen \'ietn amese family 
and societal ties. 

---
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VI eep A Tear For Dok P?k 
Gerold Boyer .. 

Dateline: Saigon, Vietnam, Thursday, May 16, 1974. 
American newspapn he:,diines I p3ge lOA, St. Petersburg 
Times ) re.'.ld like this: SOUTH ViET TOWN FALLS; 
CASuALTIES PUT AT 3,.')70. T!w :micle repc,rted . '"North 
Vietn3m'·Sf' !Orc£'s o:pearhc:idcd by ass,:wlt tanks Thursday 
captured a South Vidn:imese district capita l dePp in Com-
muni,;t-lw ld territory. All of the 3,00() civilia n residen ts of 
D <1 k PF•k ::inrl it 3 570 dcfPndPrS w~rP repn:rterl kil1<>d . w1_1u:.d-
ed or m_issing." 

That headline stirred me e1P.otionally and I felt a b,eat 
surge c.,f compassion. as I remembered the vi!bge of Dak 
Pek. On M a rch 11, 1973, nt abou t 3:30 p.m., I la nded on 
the top of a high hill in Dak Pek in a South Vidnamese 
helicopter. As I climbed _o ut of t he "chopper" I looked out 
across the rnllC'ys surrounding that hill to the little seg-
ments of the vilbge, located on tlie crests of neighboring 
hills. The pe>ople had dug holes into which they crept to 
sleep as the enemy periodically shelied the area. For m3ny 
months they had lived on roots, graS& and leaves . .. any-
thi;,r: frnm wh.ich they r,')1_1ld gP.t a bit of p,,,) riohmr-pt 

These were mounta in people ... a remnant of the ] 0,000 
people who had ori~inally Jived there. They are simple, il-
literate, hungry, sick, emaciated i:-eople \,'ho could po,;;e no 
threat to anyo:i.e and who wanted only some surcease from 
the war. It would appear that many have now found it for, 
at the time of my visit, some 90% of these people had be-
rome Christians. 

I now find myself praying for those who still live, as 
they are either in captivity or scattered among the enemy-
infested mountains which surround their village. It is al-
most too much to hope that many of those sick and weaken-
ed people have escaped. 

I remember how they crowded around the Australian 
doctor who flew in with us for what help he could render 

I r 

aullet scarred church building ct Oak 
Pek, as it leaked Morch 11, 1973. 
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in the limited time we were there. I remember thi> war-bat-
tered child whose senses were gone ... the h '.rndsonie young 
pastor, A-Yen, who ministered to the people . .. the chil -
dren swimming in the river a nd still ma naging. as only 
children can, to laugh though death lurked in the hills 
around them. 

Now comes the news of the Dnk Pek disastn: "All of 
U1~ 3,000 1:ivilia 11 resideuts of Dak P~k ... were re jJOrteciiy 
killed, wonndeil or missing." Stan Smith , UWM's FiC'lrl 
Chairman, writes from Dan:rng, " ... Evangelist A-vr"en is 
missing." Our orph3nage at Quar.g Ngai was hit ~Ya roci-et , 
with two boys wounded and Pasto:· Luau's son was kil!ed. 

Stan writes, "Ten miles west of Tam Ky ( where we h3ve 
a brg~ church a nd seve ral hundred children in .'.In c rµh'.!n-
age and a school l a base was recently lost . .. and just 
last Friday ( .May 17, 1974 ) the tra in was blown up for the 
first time in the immediate area of Crescent B ea ch." Stan-
ley's next sentence is pregnant with meaning. " No word 
is heard over the radio of disapproval from the rest of the 
·.vo:-ld cit:-l~r!'" 

Our Green Berets will r.emember Dak Pek for they pro-
tected the people of this village for years ... our miss10n-
aries will remember the people for they were fellow mem-
bers of the Christian community. However, inasmuch as 
memories are short, the headline on page 10 probably cs.. 
caped most Americans. 

The My Lai mnssacre, which had relatively few casua l-
ties, rated black headlines on page 1 and out ragc•d multi-
tudes of people. The Dak Pck disaster, with c: casualtv list 
of nearly 4,000 people. rated 4 column inches on p3ge 10. 
received only a casual mention on newscasts and appa rently 
outraged no one . 'Where now are those voices which cr:ed 
out so loudly ag.::-,inst the horror of My La i? Have we block-
ed out our concerns for the s11ffering in Vietnam'? Is •here 
no one who will weep with me for D:.ik Fek? 

Young mo" in the center of tht' picture is 
Evon9elist A-Yen, mi .. in9 since ,'-\oy 16, 1974. 
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By GLORIA EMERSON 
-~ to Th• ~- Y-o,ra Times 

SAIGON, ' South Vietiiam, 
Oct. -5-Tririh. Cong · Son, a 
guitarist and · composer whose 

. . • .. antiwar songs have made h7m a 
· heroic figure to . many , young 

Vi~tnamese, expects the war to 
stretch on and on. · . 

"It is for nothing and It ls 
idiotic," ho said in 1-·rench dur-
inli a recent visit here. . 

· 'The integrity of the Viet-
;'. namese has _ been destroyed by 
· this war. It must stop." · 

.The frail-looking 31-year-old 
composer, who has written 150 
sopgs or more since I 958, _ lives 

.' ' in Hue with his mother. two ' . ' ' The New York Tim!5 (by Bemud ,Weinraub) .. 

brothe~ and five sisters. J:Iis Trinh Cong Son bi a drawing by H'.a Cam Tam and on tour 
health 1s poor, he does not give -------"-- _____ . ---~--• __ - -·,,. 
concerts any ntore and he · ·· ; · • -· . · ·. · · • · -- .·, . : . .·. 
moves about with caution be- woµld jom · t~e. Communist~. If "".hlch a_re. p ~~ked on Sa turd~ , 
cause . tho Government con- the ban was ng1dly enforced._ . night~. it 1s his_ earlier songs-- -~ 

.· siders him a draft-do9ger. . He has refused thr~e lnv1la speaking or los!, of bctr~yal, .of .,-,.,_ 
; After the Lunar New Year tions by ~h_e South Vietnamese death-that are the f•-...:ontes. _ . : 
Ii offen:,;Jve in 1968, which almost Army pclit1cal warfare depar:t- ln the Q~een flee an_ down• . 
t de~trnyed. Hue-,-l'.fr • .SGn--Sa · men!,_, tQ -~Qilf P,t'~;JlEL~!s.o.~aul, toyVp . .. ,. Sai_gQ~. ,.,..._ ~ _-) e~r.:9ld 

i ·· · , felt that the "':'erst ~as over and tpat -in 196~ the )la~10nal p~- Khp.nh ty, _ wh~ for : ~evera'f ,_--~ r that ·because 1t had been so ·hor- lice as.ked him to y;nte. an ex- yetrs he,s 1iu~ only Tnn~ Co!li -
\.: nble, · the future , ·would , :be; :If planat10n o! , each ~ of his most Son'.s . songs . . travel~g w!th hun } .! _ ,_ ; 
, . not perfect, at least more -hope- popular antiwar son_g~ so th3:t t~roughout , South .;· Vietnam, :fl , _ :. . ;; .. 

ful. ., . · · the raµio and teley1swn au~!- sings: : • • : , :·· ,.-- i; :-,. ..-· · ; : ?·i ;.\ 

I. . 

'The Hope Grows Fainter' en::e would be ~~hghtened .. _ . I I have a · lover w.}io ~•d ui the ,,, , :·-· ;· . -. L, . • - · . - -- said ·that · :explammg -songs is - - .Ashau battle.- -. . ·,· ·,:,: ... ·; - , -- ;_, - : - · ·' • .' ,·J , 
, . · ''With time the hope grows not my job" he added. ·. ,.._. i ·., , _ _I have a . !over ,who died, .lying_ > '"' ,·· 
' ·, f · t " h 'd 0 1- d ' t D ·t ' hJ ·, · --1 ;ty· · .. · clumsily ind valley. - , . , -•~ .. . . · _ . am er, e sa_1 . . ....,.me 1a e _ . esp1 e _s -popu an ..- Who died beneath ' a bridge, fttl• . , ,-~ ;,: ; , , : 

· . '., . peace of any ls.ind is sc:, much, which se~f!lS to he a~o,ve t~at ._~. · ing bitttr, with 110 s}.lrt on. - <J , . '· ,· · · .· . 
. . , rnu~h better- than . this war, of any m1htary or .poht1cal fig- l, hav• Q lo)l~r. who .~itd ,l;fJh,! - ; ;p· ,. :'·' .. 

·-.i · .. · , which . every minute, every ure-th_e composer · says· he is · Ba,:ra. · , .. ·-- .. L, · :. -,_, .{, :.if _ . , ' 
...., ,, ', . hou~, kills more of us/' .': · • too poor _to buy ,a good stereo I]t~ve_ a fover who tust dt!dl~t ; .,;;<. 

· .. , ·',. ,' · His contempt for pohtic!ans so he does not have any records · . · ~tght. ii «u4dcn death, · .• . ."' · I. ·, ·,d bl ·· · - · · · . · . - . "' . . .W~tfi nothing to -acl)'f ·_-nlirt~,, ........_ _ 15 cons1 era e. . - - ,· . . o_r tapes. F1ye,_ .,,ooks of hi.s .mu~ ·: ,;, -no natTed,· : ,., ; . . · • , ,:, ..,_, . --
. "Even. th~ mos_t mtell1~nt _of ~ic and ~yr1cs bav:e ,been pubs L.Yint dead cu: '" a pnlim.: ; · .. , ' r:1 

them are nnbec1les/: lie said. lished0 ~1th ,:sales· estfn1ated . at . ·lt 1s "Ll>ve · Sonar of a ·'Mad!, 

d
"l ·, cat! ·. them inspired mur- 60,00 to 80,000. Tapes an!i cas~ women,'" ·hy,rlQtten lhl~ -ye~, ·~_-~f; 
ere_rs.. . , . -, · settes are widely:_sold, but he ago~, In_ t _,e ueen._Bee '. nq,,o~ '.\l.i 
His !irst antiwar songs, some does.not ge~!oyal\1es; ·-> -· claps; it -~S:' not a ,,sonJ -~ ~ ; ---~ -

,. · 30_ wn;ten . In 1965, .began to i Loss,' Betra:yal,' ~ath . ,: ;_ pl,aud. · ,:.· .. ': ;:z- • : ;( - ::?" .-;,• .. ",.i 
bring hun fame three yea_rs ago, · . , . . · . . , . . . . , .. _ . .,, · . . -. . . : . ·1 
he related: He says b~ 1s also Some or; hi., :newe:;t songs Mail Oat~s,for ~1e~.ar.n $1.t '_:;: 

~- · ·:. po-pu1ar with stude?ts 1n Jap~. ave a ·strong ~ocial theme,. ·----:·,. -.: ::WA.S.HING~N. -Q~~ .. _: ~ (UPl) f '· 
•l'· The aon&s, which are . _pot .. -"I am only Ill) artist," he said. -Christnla~ packages w~tghln,g -, 

known In . . the .. "(est, were I only:,speak otw~at ·I ~re~ !'.O·ore .tive po~ds -and 10-. · 
banned. by_ the Ministry: of In• -but J d(? :Pqt _._know. h_o,w _to mg to Vietnam by suiftce man 
formation 1n 1968, he said, but achieve. the . (fre~. T~1s ~1al shouJd be mailed between .. Ocl 
the ban was "quietly and unof• revolution 1 speak ·qf ls just- a 12 and Nov; 7 the Defense ·ne-
ficially eased." ' ,, ; ' ' way "bf saying.' something....:it partment ,said'· today. -_,_Those ". '. 

..- -· ' , :•~igh.t _after .. the. ba~, the s_oond~ so big. Call it ·a revolu- elgh1ng·.::!ess ·than S pounds 

\ 
C9mmun1s;s maintained that tion with .~are hands." · , . .. . an(l · carrymg -regular postage 

·. -' was In their ranks and that my In the little coffee shops that should be m~ed between Oct. ·> 
songs had been written for their come to life . at night, · Where 19 and Nov. 2'1, its-aid. Regular - ;.. 
cause," . he · said; "Perhaps the tapes of his songs are played, air mail should be posted be-
Government here feared that I and in the nightclubs of Saigon, tween Nov. 30 and Dec. 12~ .- ,{ 

- , .. -•·- .. ·• - .......... . ........ .. 
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Bar 1lrl Nguyen Thi 
Xuan, 24, holding 16-
month-old Dung, is typ-
ical of thousands of 
South Vietnamese girls 
who pay foster homes to 
keep American-sired ba-
bies while they work. 
Xuan comes from same 
province ' where 1vly Lai 
incident occurred. She 
knew black GI father of 
child was married but , 
still )1opes he will n ,turn. 
If not, she would rather 
find American sponsor 
to help care for boy than 
give him up for adoption." 

104 

• 



:, 



- . .....,... .._ ____ _ 

Though demand for mixed babies 
is great, adoption is difficult 

BY ERA BELL THOMPSON 

"IT'S nothing personal," said the secretary over one of Saigon's three 
telephone systems, "but Miss Taylor won't talk with reporters. 

Anything in the press and we are flooded with requests we cannot 
fill. There are 50 families now for each child ice have for adoption." 

Rosemary Taylor is an Australian nurse employed by a church group · 
based in her country. She acts as the i~termediary between adoptive 
parents and five South Vietnamese orphanages. She has a reputation 
for handling black-mixed children, although her secretary said that, 
of the~ being processed for adoption, only 50 were half-blg,gk. 

I had · gone to South Vietnam to write an adoption story about the 
abandoned children of black Gls and Vietnamese women. I found that 

Mme. Yu-Thl-Ngal, directress of well-run An Lac orphanage, takes 
~with blad,-V'letnamese girls Thu and Thi, both three. Lay-
man (right) holds mixed-blood Njoc Diep, about two, in B~d-
dhist orphanage. Both girls and boy are available for adoption. 

Continued on Next Page I 05 



SOUTH VIETNAM ORPHANS Continued 

the demand for all South Vietnamese children 
is far greater than the available supply. The 
vast majority of all American-fathered children 
are at home with their mothers or other mem-
bers of the extended Vietnamese family and, 
unlike over 50 per cent of the children in 
orphanages who arc there for temporary care, 
black-mixed children arc usually the aban-
doned ones. 

So tnis is a "report on the availability of these 
abandoned children fathered by black 'Gls, 
their acceptance into Vietnamese society, the 
conditions under which they live and what 
our readers can do to help them. 

To be available, a child must be an orphan · 
I 

through abandonment or desertion by both 
parents, or its surviving parent must be incapa-
ble of providing proper care for it and, in writ-

ing, irrevocably release the child for emigra-
tion and adoption. The black-mixed children 
are the most available, but arc more likely .to 
be sent to child-hungry white families in 
Europe ( where the Vietnamese feel "there is 

~ss racial discrimination") than to families in 
America, black or white. U.S. visa records for 
total adoptions may not bear this out, but 
as most out-of-the-country placements arc 
through private c.hannels which bypass social 
agencies, the real emigration figures arc un-
known. At one orphanage I visited, four of 
their five half-black infants were going to 
white French families and one was going to a 
black family in America. At another, the lone 
black-mixed child was being adopted by a 
Belgian married to a French-African woman. 

A couple of years ago Europeans flew 90 
children out of the country without papers 
or official clearance. After several bad expeii-
ences with foreign group projects and private 
placements, the government now forbids mass 
emigration. 

Just how many children living in South 
Vietnam were fathered by Americm1 service-
men-and construction workers-is anyone's 
guess, and guesses run as high as 200,000, but 
the most quoted figure is 15,000. The number 
of children fathered by black Gls varies from 
an official "less than 500" to 10,000-an esti-
mate made by Mrs. Hosea Williams of Atlanta, 
who was denied permission to set up a separate 
half-way house to bring black-mixed children 
to the u·nited States. Says a returned black 
soldier. "There are more black than white 
mixed kids over there because it was easier 
for a white GI to get military permission to 
marry his girlfriend and easier for him to bring 
his child home." 

Lunch time (top) is popular hour at orphanages. Two 
black-mixed boys in foreground are supported by foster 
parents living in Norway, are not for adoption. Diaper 
line is less apparent in poorer institutions where tots 
wear only shirts. Pen (below) separates the disturbed 

I 1, •fnniwd fnu n n tlwr, in oft, ·11 c rowd<'d q11arter, . 



men-and construction worKers-1~ ,u1yuuv" 
guess, and guesses run as high as 200,000, . but 
the most quoted figure is 15,000. The number 
of children fathered by black Gls varies from 
an official "less · than 500" to 10,000-an . esti-
mate made by Mrs. Hosea Williams of Atlanta, 
who was denied permission to set up a separate 
half-way house to bring black-mixed children 
to the United States. Says a returned black 
soldier .. "There are more black than white 
mixed kids over there because it was easier 
for a white GI to get military permission to 
marry his girlfriend and easier for him to bring 
his child home." 

Lunch time (top) is popular hour at orphanages. Two 
black-mixed boys in foreground are supported by foster 
parents living in Norway, are not for adoption. Diaper 
line is less apparent in poorer institutions where tots 
wear only shirts. Pen (below) separates the disturbed 
and defonned from others in often crowded quarters. 
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SOUTH VIETNAM ORPHANS Continued 

Under Vietnamese law, all children born of 
Vietnamese mother!\ in Vietnam are Vietna-
mese citizens. Officially the government does 
not differentiate between racially mixed and 
other Vietnamese children, nor does it permit 
the establishment of separate programs or in-
stitutions for them, as happened following the/ 

..,..._French occupation ( 1955 to 1963) .' 
"Having suffered through 100 years of col-

onialization," says Dr. Tran Nguon Phicu, 
minister of social welfare, "we are tolerant 
of other races. Racial mixing makes for a more 
vigorous nation. The black-mixed child may 
suffer a little now-the white-mixed child may 
also suffer-but in two generations," he be-
lieves, "all will be the same." 

,/ Although less hung up on racial purity than 
the Japanese and Koreans, Vietnamese admit 
privately that their people are prejudiced 
against dark skin. Ladies carry parasols and 
wear the long-sleeved ao dai, a colorful long-
paneled blouse worn over black silk pants, to 
protect them from the tanning effects of a 
tropical sun. A national dress, it is also worn 
to separate the '"good girls," from the mini-
skirted "bad" girls who fraternize with Ameri-
can soldiers . 

./ White-mixed infants are considered beauti-
ful and some orphanages prefer to keep them. 
Black-mixed infants are considered cute and 
sometimes are p~ts of institution personnel, 
but few Vietnamese will adopt them. It is 
assumed that they will be rejected when ol~lcr 
by the society into which they were born, that 
when the U.S. Forces are gone, they will have 
no black community of their own. 

J Contradicting this theory, Dr. Vu Ngoc 
Oanh, ai&istant minister of social welfare, 
points to the "integration" of some 400 older 
children fathered by French African soldiers 
and Vietnamese women. Others use them as 
examples of non-acceptance. 

Said the children of Paul Kpenou, an apa1t-
ment building guard who heads one of six or 
st'ven black French families in South Vietnam: 
-- rt i,, !'rv had for us here. Other chilclrf'11 clon 't 

Crippled Thao resists nun and attendant 
who hold him up for picture. Now four, 
he came to orphanage as abandoned, new-
born bahy. Like most deserted black-
fathered children-and the deformed-he 
is available for adoption. Co Vap, one of 
largest orphanages in Siligon,got 196 
additional children when government 
dosed a Buddhist temple; now has total 
of 1,460 and on a nearby fam1. 

My Le, 18-month-old bahy, is pet of Andre 
Nguyen Van Vung, bachelor founder of 
Sancta Maria· orphanage (right). Unable 
to care for them when black GI father 
of My Le returned to States, mother 
brought her am! Vietnamese half-sisters 
Hong, 7, and C. 11 c, ~) . ( lx•low ) to orphan-
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skirted "bad" girls who fraternize with Ameri-
can soldiers. 

White-mixed infants are considered beauti-
ful and some orphanages prefer to keep them. 
Black-mixed infants are considered cute and 
sometimes are pets of institution personnel; 
but few Vietnamese will adopt them. It is 
assumed that they will be rejected when older 
by the society into which they were bori1, that 
when the U.S. Forces are gone, they will have 
no black community of their own. f 

Contradicting this theory, Dr. Vu Ngoc 
Oanh, assistant minister of social welfare, 
points to the "integration" of some 400 older 
children fathered by French African soldiers 
and Vietnamese women. Others use them as 
examples of non-acceptance. 

Said the children of Paul Kpenou, an apart-
ment building guard who heads one of six or 
seven black French families in South Vietnam: 
"It is very bad for us here. Other children don't 
like us because of our color, because we arc 
poor. They call us names like 'black' and 'In-
dian.' " Although · her mother is Vietnamese, 

I 
Suzanne, 24, dates only French boys and re-
fuses to wear the ao dai. 

Suzanne is lucky. She has her family, a 
French passport and a secretarial job. After 
the French withdrew from the country in 1954, 
thousands of their mixed children were taken 
to France. Fewer than 20 fathered ll}' black 
Frenchmen who remain, are French citizens 
and, therefore, are entitled to assistance from 
local FrenclJ agencies. The other 380 or more 
are Vietnam Nationals because their African 
fathers failed to officially recognize them. For 
the boys it is the army for sure and perhaps a 
life of crime. For the girls, marriage is a prob-
lem as Vietnamese men seldom wed mixed-
bloods. So they are mostly entertainers, bar 
girls and prostitutes. Those who can, pass for 
Cambodians in an effort to be more "ac-
ceptable." 

Thousands of Vietnamese peasant girls 
driven to the cities by war or attracted to 
them by the need to earn money for them-

108 

is available for adoption. Co Vap, one of 
largest orphanages in Saigon,got 196 
additional children when · government 
closed a Buddhist temple; now has total 
of 1,460 in, town and on a nearby fam1. 

My Le, 18-month-old haby, is pet of Andre 
Nguyen Van Vung, bachelor founder of 
Sancta l\faria orphanage (right). Unable 
to care for them when black GI father 
of My Le returned to States, mother 
brought her and Vietnamese half-sisters •• 
Hong, 7, and Cuc, 9, (below) to orphan-
age. Andre is now in Paris hospital for 
another operation for bullet wounds re-
ceived during 1970 Viet Cong ambush. 

• 
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French African-Vietnamese Hoang, 13, Ly, 14, Cong, 15, 
avidly read Jct at An Lac, play basketball. Boys and 
two mixed French African girls attend high school, are 
not for adoption. Mme Ngai vows girls will marry 
Vietnamese, not soldiers. There are about 400 such chil-
dren in South Vietnam. All are teenagers and older. 

SOUTH VIETNAM ORPHANS Continued 
selves and their families, also become prostitutes or work as bar girls 
making as much as $300 a month drinking $2-a-glass "Saigon Tea" ( col-
ored wat~r) bought by -the Americans. This is why so many girls are 
able to keep and care for their mixed-blood babies, clinging to the hope 
that the father will return to marry them and take them to America, the 
land of milk and money. 

The continued withdrawal of American troops will eventually re-
duce the earnings of these girls, but at last report, there are still plenty 
of GI, merchant marine and civilian customers-and no perceptible 
increase in the number of children in orphanages. 

There are notable exceptions, but, by American standards, condi: 
tions in the average institution are deplorable. South Vietnam has: 
endured 27 years of almost uninterrupted war. And it is poor. Only 
30 per cent of the small social welfare budget goes for child services. 
Orphanages are mostly private and Catholic, although half a dozen 
are operated by Buddhists and a few by American and world organiza-
tions. The $2 per child per mo!}th paid by the government t@ registered 
institutions is supplemented largely by public donations and help 
from Gls who not only supply food and clothing but perform main~ 
tenance chores and, more important, play father to children who never 
knf'w their own. 

, , I t , n l ,, 1 . ' 

Dahomey-born Paul Kpenou, 64, Vietnamese wife Hai, 46, and six children are one of 
seven French African families in country. Suzanne, 24, rides Honda to job as secre-
tary in French school. A son is in French Navy. Much decorated Paul spent 15 years 
in French Army. Apartment building guard, he will soon retire to France with family. 

Sln1er Yvonne Bokassa, 19, 
wails at The Adam, then 
rushes to another club date. 
Below, she rides clown Saigon 
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making as much as $300 a month drinking $2-a-glass "Saigon Tea" ( col-
ored water) bought by-the Americans. This is why so many girls are 
able to keep and care for their mixed-blood babies, clinging to the hope 
that the father will return to marry them and take them to America, the 
land of milk and money. 

The continued withdrawal of American troops will eventually re-
duce the earnings of these girls, but at last report, there are still plenty 
of GI, merchant marine and civilian customers-and no perceptible 
increase in the number of children in orphanages. 

There are notable exceptions" but, by American standards, condi-
tions in the average institution are deplorable. South Vietnam has 
endured@years of almost uninterrupted war. And it is poor. Only 
30 per cent of the small social welfare budget goes for child services. 
Orphanages are mostly private at\d Catholic, although half a dozen 
are operated by Buddhists and a few by American and world organiza-
tions. The $2 per child per month paid by the government to registered 
institutions is supplemented · largely by public donations and help 
from Gis who not only supply food and clothing but perform main-
tenance chores and, more important, play father to children who never 
knew their own. 

In und1irstaffed and overcrowded institutions, case histories and 
records are almost non-existent. Pathetically lacking in medical care, 
it is little wonder that the Vietnamese infant mortality rate r~ns as high 
as 90 per cent. A,bandoned children brought in by police or picked 
up at m1ttemity hospitals usually arrive in critical condition and in-
s ·tutions, even the good ones, are hard put to keep them alive while 
they are heing processed for adoption. 

Dress.(:;-.. only in abbreviated shirts in some cases, children play and 
nap on "bare cement floors. Some are kept in bins that sunlight never 
reaches, and there are children, I was told, who are five before they 
can talk and have never learned to chew their food before swallowing 
it. In one series of ramshackle buildings, a European worker explained, 
"We may be dirty, but we are happy." 

WHAT can our readers do to help these children? 
1) Give financial support to existing voluntary agencies working 

in South Vietnam, rather than attempt to set up new ones. 
2) Adopt the black-mixed children whose future in that country is 

admittedly dim. 
Adds Mr. Wells C. Klein, associate director of ISS ( International 

Social Service), urge Congress to provide adequate funds · for child 
welfare services in South Vietnam. The government has earmarked 
some funds specifically for this purpose, but only for the current year. 

The most comprehensive of several bills recently introduced in Con-
gress was the Williams-Hatfield-Hughes bill S. 2497 which acknowl-
<;dged the United States' responsibility to facilitate the care or adoption 
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Dallo111y-born Paul Kpenoa, 64, Vietnamese wife Hai, 46, and six children are one of 
seven French African families in country. Suzanne, 24, rides Honda to job as secre-
tary in French school. A son is in French Navy. Muc;h decorated Paul spent 15 years 
in French Army. Apartment building guard, he will soon retire to France with family. 

Slnpr Yvonne 19, 
wails at The Adam, then 
rushes to another club date. 
Below, she rides down Saigon 
street in ·pedicab. Her Sene-
galese father was killed in 
war, Vietnamese mother lives 
in Vung Tau with Vietnam-
ese husband and son, 16. Old-
er full brother has• been in 
Vietnamese Army three years. 

on Page 112 
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·bought it 
r one good reasoa::· 

:·Now well give you 
bumore. _ 

There are lots of good reasons · 
for drinking Sunsweet9 

Prune Juice, besides the 
obvious one. 

1. Nourishment. 
Sunsweet contains more iron t}lan 
orange juice.We especially recommend 
it for women because they require more 
iron than men. We also recommend it_ 
to teenagers as a refreshing substitute 
for excessive sweets. 

2. Versatility. 
Many dishes are enhanced when you 

. add Sunsweet Prune Juiee. For in-
stance, make a Prune Nog by mixing 
one cup of chilled Sunsweet with one-
quarter cup non-fat dry milk solids. Stir 

. together, add an egg, beat until frothy 
,· ; and garnish with nutmeg. Delicious! 

Now you can quickly overcome Iha em-
han ,1;~ ,m,11,1 , )n ..-aol'mfl nt ra.11-.A r1 by 

3. Energy. 
Sunsweet can give you an energy lift. 
It contains more natural food energy 
(calories) than orange, grapefruit, to-
mato or pineapple juice. 

4. Flavor. 
Sunsweet is a naturally delicious fruit 
juice so even kids go for it. 
Do you need better reasons for enjoy-
ing ice-cold Sunsweet every morning? 

NEED CASH?? 
take orders in :your sJ)are tim e for the NE\V 
me tal sod,11 ser urit y and na111c pl a tes 6:-'i dir-
r,· r t-nt tlt ·,i:,.:11 -.. H I C prntif '\"O ill\ P , 11111 ·1!1 

. ' 

Bachelor Simon W. Lam-
bert, 39, Staff Sgt. · at 
Andrews Ail' Base, feeds 
daughter Eraina, 4, at 
home of sister in Balti-
more, Md. Lambert 
called President, Con-
gress, and ISS to help 
bring her to States. Un • 
successful in marrying 
child's Vietnamese 
mother, Lambert took 
out cohabitation papers . 

...... 

• 
.. 
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SHAMED •yyour ' 
ENGLISH? 

Now you cu quickly overcome the em-
barruament and di1COU,aoement cauled bi, 
poor Englieh. With the new C. I. Method 
you can llo, maklno miltakea In Englilh, 
build your -bulary, apeed up your read• 
Ing. leam to epeak and write like a ooll-
oraduale. Takea only 15 minute• a day in 
your own,__ Coate littla I Paya off in aelf• 
oonlidenoe, ,,eater recoonltion, higher pay. 
2 ,._ -Id- lenll fw them te4ai,I 
(Be 111,e to Include your zip code.) ' D•• ..... d.,., CarMr Institute 

Dept. 721-11, M-elelR, 1111,,.le -0 
Pl- mail ma your 2 FAE£ booklet• on Engliah. ,._ ______________ _ 

Add,_ ______________ _ 

Clilr-------•-----~P-
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INTERNATIONAL ACCEPTANCE 
3003 N. Central Ave., Phoenix, Ariz. 85012 
1550 Post Road, Warwick, R.I. 02888 
325 2nd Ave. N., Great Falls, Mont. 59403 
507 Carondelet St. New Orleans La. 70130 

stance, ma Ke a r 1 UHe i., u5 u y UUA.,ub 

one cup of chilled Sunsweet with one• 
quarter cup non-fat dry milk solids. Stir 
together, add an egg, beat until frothy 
and garnish with nutmeg. Delicious! 

3. En~~gy. 
Sunsweet can give you an energy lift. 
It contains more natural food energy 
(calories) than orange, grapefruit, to-
mato or pineapple juice. 

4. Flavor. 
Sunsweet is a naturally delicious fruit 
juice so even kids go for it. 
Do you need better reasons for enjoy-
ing ice-cold Sunsweet every morning? 

NEED CASH?? 
take orders in your opa re ti me for the NEW 
metal oocla l security and name plates 6, dif-
ferent designs BIG profit. NO investment 
~'REE sales kit and sa mple. 

ADLEZ Co. 
Box 589 E B Linden N. J. 07036 

IrLbil: lKJ:lW 
ZZ®ID· A}t® @®@ 

1 · 1/,• GOLO 0£CA lS hr vl111hfrlleld1, bookt, etc. 

AcpA Aho ••• llole · ur J -c 11u·1cur •ulBEt 'i Ultl'S. 
(tu, , .. tu• ll 00 (pH pd) for.,., l IUt1r ut. 
No coo · , . Send Ol'dll'\ to · urn .. £11TCIPRIS£S . 
01pt. ZII, P . O. 80l 128, St. Albu,. N.f . 1141J 

G 

. 
: International Acceptance M 71 
: Name _________ _ 
• Address ________ _ 
: City--~-------
: State___ Zip____ , 

·--------------------------J 

mother, Lambert took 
out cohabitation papers. 

Nicholas, &, is only boy 
in family of Dr. David 
F. Ruf, 37, and wife, 
Jackie, 35. The Rufs 
have three daughters: 
Elizabeth, 13, Amy, 10, 
Margaret, 8. Since 1970, 
Nicholas is one of four 
blacks in Darlington, 
Wis. Other three are 
adopted children of 
white dairy farmer Jack 
and Jeanne Meier. Doc-
tor's parents were upset 
over prospect of half-
black grandson, but 
pleased when he arrived . 

.. 



JIID~ 
--=D OF WIGS! 

·• STRETC~ WIGS 
. ent ways - They'll do 1 

.nem to-You'll find your , 
·················•····•••·••······•·•······· 

AS AL AU THE YEARS-YOU'RE THE 
JUDGE:. .eml If you ..,. not 100% delighted 1 

your mo. efunded-We guaral)tee ltl All wigs ilre l . r-t:~;~~ ,!:bulous Medillollt• Synthetic Fibre "I STA ETCH "''" the perfect flt.................................... co .. sRucn0,. 

A GOLD MEDAL FIRST ..... CHILDREN'S WIG! 
Gold Medal's fflilny years of 
wig experience and research 
went Into the develpment of 
the perfect •...•....•.•..•... •.. ..... 

CHILDREN'S 
WIG 

FOR ..........•........ 
Church, School, Special 
Occasslons or Just every 
day use ........•........ ~- ···· 

Specially made to flt any 
young glrl gently but firm• 
ly. From age 6 on up to .••. 
their early teens. The caps 
S-T-R-E-T-C-H to-
flt all chlldren's head sizes 
aili:1 are made of "Fish Net 
Type" Stretch Elastic so -
they are cooler and llghterl 
Afro Style 1921-$10.99 
Speclally styled and trl m-
med by our own MEDALO 
BEAUTICIANS. It's slmple 
and It has the perfect look 
and feel that YOU WIii re -
cogo

1
1zt ln5tantlv as llke you 

wou d want your Daughter's 
_very own hair •.••.••.••.•.••.•.•••• 

... 
FREEi I 
GOi.OE~,.- -CROSSI 

with every . 11kt. 
Order! ·. Gold 

Finish 
ALSO -
FREE! 

AFROiialCK COMB 

with every 
AFRO WIG . 

"WAIST CINCl-{ER" 
1494-$4.98 

_..,, ' - - . 
S--1he resplts on 
y~r figu,e in your 
m1"or ................... . 

Ladles, do you want ii 
smaller waist-It's easy 
with Medalo's Waist 
Clincher - made of-
LYCRA · SPANDEX 
"POWERNET" Gives 
manlflcent upllft to 
your bustllne too.-•• 
Comes with detach-
able garters ••••••••. ·-··· 
<;:omes In White/Black 
Sizes: 24, 2&,21,30,32 

"BLOW•OUT" 1959-$19.91 
This wig brings It all together. 
1..ong, long,long down to your 
stiou Ide rs with our authentic 
Medalo custom made Super-
Blow Out Afro •.•.•.••. WOWI. ... 

STYLE "G" Only $9.99 
Medalollte's new ready-to 
wear stretch wig with the 
look of a natural part. It 
features a longer tapered 
back and sides and Is de· 
llghtfully soft and natural 

"AFRO - WIGLET" 

looklng. •.•••••••••••.••. , ...•..•••. 

#782P - $7 ,95 
Can be worn on· the back or 
top of your head adding lu11-
ness and new style to your -
own Natural. ..••....••.••••...• ..•... 

SOUTH VIETNAM ORPHANS 

At bar where she works 
as "Number 12," Xuan 
rests before going on 
duty. She and sister 
Huong, 19 (belgw), 
make daily visits to baby 
Dung at foster home op-
erated by Mrs. Diem 
(r.) who has 10 children 
of her own. Bars since 
ordered off Saigon 
streets have converted 
into "restaurants," bar 
girls to "waitresses." 

SCLC ( Southern Christian Leadership Conference) is now 
working with ISS to facilitate the adoption of an initial 12 black-
mixed children in the care of their representative, Victor Sriniva-
san, in Saigon. ISS is seeking black Catholic families for seven 
ntlwr, now IH'in" nrn,·1•,st·rl frn 1'1,111tin11 

• 



."BLOW•OUT" 6959-$19.91 
This wig brings It all together. 
Long, long,long down to your 
st,oulders with our authentic 
Medalo custom made Super-
Blow Out Afro •••••..•. WOWI •••• 

"AFRO-MAXI #710-$23.98 
Ml RAC LE SKIN-TOP SCALP 
second Skin scalp piece In the 
front part of the wig that act-
ually looks llke your own scalp 
You can Part It anyplace you 
wish-or not at all .. ................. . 

STYLE "G" Only $9.99 
Medalollte's new readY•to 
wear stretch wig with the 
look of a natural part. It 
features a longer tapered 
back and sides and Is de• 
llghtfully soft and natural 
looking ••••••••••••.•••••••..••••••• 

"AFRO - WIGLET" 
#782P - $7 .95 

Can be worn or the back or 
top of your head adding lull• 
ness and new style to your -
own Natural •.••.•....••••••••••.••••• 

1766 - Only $16.98 
This wig brings it all Lightweight, cool, closely 
together! Our authentic cropped ••.• guaranteed to give 
Medalo ·'KING SIZE" you the most natural looking 
AFRO-WOWI , head of hair you ever had •.•••• 

'oo~M~ i:;; ~UCTS, Dept. 143--: ==e=v -, I ~5! Postage Charges when you I 1 Hoover Street, Inwood, Long lsland,N.Y. 11696 send full payment with 

I your order . 
Please 5end Me Styles Marked Below(Please order by # .)( J Enclose Check Mone y Order I 

I I 
I I 
I ~lrdles, Bras, Hair • Skin Afdsl I 
I 

NAME _______ I 
ADDRESS---------------- ------------

L crrv ____ _ -- ---·--·----STATE--- _____ ZIP _____ _J ---------
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SOUTH VIETNAM ORPHANS Continued 
SCLC ( Southern Christian Leaqership Conference) is now 

working with ISS to facilitate the adoption of an initial 12 black-
mixed children in the care of their representative, Victor Sriniva-
san, in Saigon. ISS is seeking black Catholic families for seven 
others now being processed for adoption. 

Prospective parents should be seriously and deeply coo1mitted. 
They should be able to pay initial and subsequent medical costs 
( children may have serious maladies), have the patience to sign 
25 documents-and wait. 

For further on child alloptlon, wrn, to International 
Social Service of l•erlca, 346 East 48th Street, New York City, IOOIT, 

Adopted In S1l1oa by ABC-TV foreign correspondent, Jim Giggans, 31, and 
Italian wife Patricia, 27, Alexandra Nguyen travelled around world twice 
before year.old. Parents believe mixed children respond best to mixed couples. 

Continued OD ,.,. n, 
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Nhat Chi Mal orphanage 
near Bien Hoa and op-
erated by Buddhist nuns 
has two black-mixed chil-
dren : Tai, about two, a 
disturbed boy who is for 
adoption, and girl, 7 (r.) 
who is not. Tai's mother 
failed to pay for his care. 
Girl's mother works, 
gave her to woman who 
brought her to nuns. 

SOUTH VIETNAM ORPHANS Continued 

of these orphaned and abandoned children whose fathers are 
U. S. citizens but the bill was dropped. 

To those interested in adoption, your chances, says Mr. Klein 
are only "fair." Orphanages are not always . willing to releas~ 
black-mixed children and the South Vietnam government's re-
luctance to intercountry adoptions inv0lves nationalism and 
pride. The process is long, involved and sometimes costly, but 
recent revisions of the old French adoption laws has stepped up 
the pace considerably. 

Stationed in Saigon, ABC-TV correspondent Jim Giggans and 
his Italian wife, Patricia, were able to adopt Alexandra in only 
six months and at a nominal fee. On the other hand, when Sgt. 
Simon Lambert tried to bring home Eraina, his own daughter, he 
got bogged down in government red tape, held up by lawyers and 
the money-minded Vietnamese mother of his child to the tune of 
"$6,000 or $7,000." And he still does not have Eraina's papers. 

Normally, it should take no more than a year to adopt a Viet-
namese 1::hild and not over $600, including various fees and plane 
fare to the West Coast. Couples should have been married ten 
years or more, one must be at least 30 and they should have no 
natnra l d1i ldn ·11. Snc-h r('q11in ·m1·nt~. how1·v<·r, can he waiv<'d by 

NATURAL 
BIRTH 

CONTROL? 
Yes. A more natural form of 

birth control is possible with 
Delfen* Contraceptive Foam. 

Doesn't affect your hormones. 
Delfen is a vaginal foam made to 
approximate the natural condition 
of a normal healthy vagina. Works 
without affecting your hormones. 

No interruptions. Delfen may 
be app!ied up to one hour before 
intercourse to avoid interruption, 
and the temptation to "skip it this 
time'.' 

Nothing to interfere with sensa-
tion. Delfen is used all by itself. 
Without mechanical barriers to 
interfere or inhibit. This deli-
cately scented, snow white aerosol 
foam is virtually undetectable in 
use. It doesn't leak or run. 

Proven effectiveness. Delfen . 
Foam contains one of the most ef-
fective sperm killing ingredients 
in use today-Nonoxynol 9. And 
while no method of contraception 
can guarantee 100% effectiveness 
for all women, tests on thousands 
of women plus the experience of 
hundreds of thousands of users 
prove Delfen to be highly effective 
when used as directed. 

Delfen Foam forms a protective 
shield and kills sperm on contact. 

Available without a prescription. 
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THE WILDEST' 
The wickedest! 
Infamously 
Frederick's! 

Midriff top 
hammocks the 

breasts. Sleeves 
are latticed from 

shoulder to elbow 
slit in swirls. 
Lattice-work opens 

the pants to the 
knees ... break in leg 
flare. Chavacette 

Acetate knit in Black 
or in Purple. Misses 

sizes 6 to 14, 
Junior sizes 5 to 13. 

111-2135 $44 

~\ FREE 
•·. LIMITED 

TIME 
ONLY! 
Regular 
$1.50 
catalog 

subscription-
one full year-to 

Frederick's famous 
Hollywood Fash ion 
Catalog! Hundreds 
of wow dresses, 
exotic lingerie, 
foundations, 
shoes, wigs, more! 
Write TODAY: 
0932 Hollywood 

Boulevard. 
Hollywood, 
California 90028 

U. S. citizens but the bill was dropped. 
To those interested in adoption, your chances, says Mr. Klein 

are only "fair." Orphanages are not always willing to releas~ 
black-mixed children and the South Vietnam government's re-
luctance to intercountry adoptions involves nationalism and 
pride. The process is long, involved and sometimes costly, but 
recent revisions of the old French adoption laws has stepped up 
the pace considerably. 

Stationed in Saigon, ABC-TV correspondent Jim Giggans and 
his Italian wife, Patricia, were able to adopt Alexandra in only 
s~ months and at a nominal fee. On the other hand, when Sgt . . 
Simon Lambert tried to bring home Eraina, his own daughter, he 
got bogged down in government red tape, held up by lawyers and 
the money-mindeq Vietnamese mother of his child to the tune of 
"$6,000 or $7,000." And he still does not have Eraina's papers. 

Normally, it should take no more than a year to adopt a Viet-
namese child and not over $600, including various fees and plane 
fare to the West Coast. Couples should have been married ten 
years or more, one must be at least 30 and they should have no 
natural children. Such requirements, however, can be waived by 
direct appeal to president of South Vietnam. 

Gls from Tan Son Nhut 
Air Force base entertain 
children at. Xom Chieu 
orphanage with magic 
show. Organized as Afro 
American Cultural Asso-
ciation, Gis take bus 
load of soldiers and civil-
ians to poor orphanage 
twice a month. They 
give food, money, even 
diapers, to Mother Su-
perior, also make repairs 
and give parties for kids. 

Continued on Page 114 
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use. It doesn't leak or run. 
Proven effectiveness. Delfen 

Foam contains one of the most ef-
fective sperm killing ingredients 
in use today-Nonoxynol 9. And 
while no method of contraception 
can guarantee 100% effectiveness 
for all women, tests on thousands 
of women plus the experience of 
hundreds of thousands of users 
prove Delfen to be highly effective 
when used as directed. 

Delfen Foam forms a protective 
shield and kills sperm on contact. 

Availa~le without a prescription. 

, / 

Delfen. 
Perhaps the most natural form 

of birth control available. 

The world's largest laboratories w devoted to family planning research. 

~rademark 0 OPC 1972 

• 



10-Met 
·· St. Paul Sunday 

Wisconsin Edition 

VIETNAM ,ORPHAN ' BENEFACTOR. AND' FRIEND 
Stev'e Johnson With K,y 

'Love· Wo 1rks .Bes·t 
;Whe,n'. /f's Give,n, 
~Mofhe,r Be·lieve·s 

. lJy Katherine Karras 
· Correspondent 

RIVER FALLS - Wis. 
- "Love is something 

, that has· to · be given 
away," · Mrs. Ron ,ald 
Johnson says: She thought 
this when she and her hus-

; band organized a chapter 
of Friends of Children of 
Viefnam (FCV) in River 

., ;Falls last Septenibei; . 
. "I had -received letters 

from a ,classniate in Gene- , 
seo, Ill., telling me of the 
appalling death rates . of . 
the thousands of orphans 

· in ' Vietnam," said Mrs. 
Johnson: :"We contacted 

. '.the president of FCV in 
Genes~o ·- Mrs. Sherri 
Clark. I could hardly be- · 

-' lieve conditions were so 
pad there until I saw the · 
slides taken in the orphan-
ages. · --- ----

MRS. JOHNSON 
was. stationed in Vietnam. 
Children have been aban-
doned. Some have , even · 

' been found alive among 
the garbage in trl:J.sh cans . 
Others have been left at 
overcrowded rorphanages 
where the mortality rate 
often runs as .high as. 80 
per cent.'! 

One highlight of this work ... ---· · --



lieve conditions were -so 
bad there until I saw the 
slides taken in the orphan-
ages. 
. '.'I RAN UP a big tele-

:. phone bill calling Mrs. 
·c1ark until I found out 

· why food and funds were 
necessary to save the lit• 
tie ones." Mrs. Johnson 
traveled to Illinois to visit 

•. Mrs. Clark and see the 
.three children who had 

.. been adopted by the 
Clarks. 

"This wonderful couple 
had four {:hildren of their 

. own but they found room 
· -in their hearts to give 

their love and care to 
: -three more," she said. -Mrs. Johnson returned 
· home and began holding 

coffee parties to get peo-
ple interested in donating 
food, ciothini, and money 
for the orphans. 

"We had a garage sale 
- and cleared $370, 11 she 
. said. "About 20 people 

joined our chapter, and 
many people in the area 
became interested and 
helpful." 

In November the Minis-
terial Association donated 

· -its Thanksgiving collec-
tion from the churches. 
Mrs. Johnson said that 

· more than 1,000 pounds of 
"dried mild, dried cereal, 
baby diapers and clothing 
were shipped. 

.,We sent $1,400 to Viet• 
. ·riam" she said. "No mon-
, ey needed for adminis-
, "trative costs. This is a 

non-profit organization 
and all the work is done 
by volunteers." 

MRS. JOHNSON has 
shown slides and gi'{en 
talks in Wilson, Ham-
mond, and Ellsworth. 
"FCV was organized by a 
group of doctors in Den-
ver," she explained. "In 
1967 they had returned ' 
from giving at least two 

· months service in civilian 
··. liQspitals in Vietna~. They 
: (>rganized the _Friends of 
· Children of Vietnam be-

.· -cause they wanted to help 
-~~American parents adopt 

· 'Vietnamese children. 
"Many of thb children 

· are "Amerasian," said 
Mrs. Johnson. "The fa. 

' ther is an American who 

SCHOOL GETS GRANT 
EAU CLAIRE, Wis. -

District One Technical In-
stitute-Eau C 1 air e has 
been awarded a $550 
grant from the Wisconsin 
Arts Board, Madison. The 
grant ·money is too be 
used to help develop and 

, · encourage the dramatic 
· arts at the Technical In-
stitute during the 1973-74 
school year. 
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where the mortality rate 
often runs as high as 80 
per cent." 

One highlight of this work 
has brought new friends in-
to the Johnson's lives from 
half . waY around the 
world. "We learned that 
an American working in 
Saigon travels 400 miles 
by plane twice a month to 
St. Paul's orphanage in 
Qui Nhon to deliver sup-
plies sent by FCV," said 
Mrs. Johnson. "His name 
is Steven Johnson (no re-
lation) and out of an ex-
change of letters and pic-
tures has come "Ky" the 
18-month-old son we are 
adopting." 

SHE SAID THAT Steven 
wanted to adopt the little 
fellow himself, but the or-
phanage does not allow 
single · persons to take a 
child. "Our three daugh-
ters Kim, 9, Jane, 7, and 
Christie, 6, have been wild 
with anticipation waiting 
for their little brother, 11 

said Mrs. Johnson. 
Prospective p a r e n t s 

may ·contact Mrs. Johnson 
at 203 North Lewis, River 
Falls. To become a foster 
parent send a $10 donation 
a month to FCV. "The fos-
ter-parent Plan is work-
ing," she · said. "They re-
ceive a pidure of their 
cliild and there are letters 
telling of his progress. It 
is truly a gift · of love to 
suP{lOrt one of these trag-
ic · orphans·. · Some have 
been mutilated by war. 
Others · have been aban-
doned.'' ' . . .. · 

"She added that an 
Amera~ian child -has no 
-civil rights · in Vietnam. 
"He is ostracized by the 
Vietnamese people. There 
are about 30,000 little ones 
waiting to be welcomed 
into American homes." 

On Feb. 28 at the Uni-
v e r s 1 t y . of Wisconsin-
River Falls in the gymna-
sium, a basketball game 
will be Played between 
m e m b e r s of station 
KDWB and univer_sity fac-
ulty members. ·Proceeds 
will be given to Friends of 
Children of Vietnam. . 

Mrs. Johnson said her 
husband, co-owner of a 
men's clothing store in 
River Falls, warned his 
wife as she became more 
and more " enthusiastic 
about the chapter's work 
"to not take on any more 
work than she could han-
dle." She said that she has 
an · answer for that. "I 
have never been busier 
and I have never been 
happier. That is the way 
love works. You have to 
give it away." 




