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The first time I met Doug Gray, I was impressed by the 
mere fact of what he was trying to do. Without a doubt, the 
handicapped are one of the least popular and consequently, 
most needing causes in Viet Nam. It is those handicapped 
chil dren to which Doug Gray has dedicated his life. 

An ex-British Medical Corpsman, he came to Viet Nam five 
years ago and began wor~ing with the me ntally disturbed at 
Phu May Hospital. Today his cherry red nose and the distinctive 
sparkle in his eyes gives little indication of the horrors he 
has lived, working with twisted bodies and lost mind~f we only 
experience in nightmares. 

Now Doug Gray is on his own, tackling the lost children of 
Viet Nam, those stricken with polio, cerebral palsy, and other 
crippling diseases. Taking children often found tied to bed 
posts in a dark back room of an orphanage, he brings them to 
his Saigon Center and begins the long slow process of therapy, 
operations, more therapy. Doug plays a role in every step 
along the way, from surgeons assistant to floor scrubber. For 
his dedication he receives not a penny. (He cut himself off 
his $25 per month living allowance because of rising costs) 
The satisfaction which keeps him going comes from watching 
the children begin to use once shriveled

11
legs and begin to 

walk for the first time in their lives. The latest bunch 
to come here was a group of 27 I picked up from rural or-
phanages11 he described, 11 I carried every one of them through 
that gate . Now 20 are walking. 11 

A doctor I spoke with recently was al so impressed. 11 1 1 ve 
seen that man do things with legs I'd have never thought 
possible. Considering the stress and conditions that man 
works under, I 1 d grant him the title of miracle worker. 11 

Things have never been easy for Doug, but lately the 
economic situation has become so severe that for the first 
time he's had to seriously ask himself if he 1 11 be able to 
stay. Initiallf funded by the Viet Nam Orphanage Project, 
he currently is tryin·g. to ma-1~ 'enc)s meet with a trickle of 
funds from the American Korean Foundation. But it just isn't 

I • working out. 
11 I 1 ve had to cut down . from 47 to JJ kids in the 

past week and a half, and lay off two workers. Nost ~ - r::r, .. "" 
of the kids I sent away ~eed·mQre treatments, but I j . 
couldn't afford to keep · them. My food budget is three · ' 
or four dollars per day; th~ts for forty 0£ us• ~Tmmt~~i 
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Living like this is hurting myself and the kids. Unless some-
thing happens soon, I 1 11 have to send them all back to the or-
phanages ." 

I asked him what he would do if he had more available funds. 
"First I 1 d improve the diet of these kids" he told me. 

You know how important that is during the post operative stages. 
Then I 1 d bring back some of those kids I had to give up last week. 
Fifty dollars a month could do that." 

"Fifty dollars", I thought to myself, 11 for a life time 
of walking. That must be the bargain of the century." 11 What 
th~n? 11 I queried. 

"Well, before ::r could take in more kids, I 1 d have to fix 
up the terrace" he dreamed, referring to a huge roof top porch, 
already covered, which Doug hopes someday will become a rec-
reational therapy area. He built the only swing and set of 
parallel bars himself, as well as some childrens furniture. 
It seemed a waste for all that space to be currently unused. 
But Doug pointed out the broken tiles to me and what a hazard 
they are to children who must skoot themselves along the ground. 

"If that could be fixed up we could give kids something 
they'll never know otherwise, the ability to walk. 11 

The value of work by a man like Doug Gray is clear enough. 
But what may not be clear is the state of jeopardy his work 
is in today. Without help he may not be here tomorrow. And 
if he's not here tomorrow, those children won't walk for a life-
time. 
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P2p~rs filed Ma r·ch . 19 in th~ US Oistrict Court tn Scln 

Froncisco l;y attorn,::ys seeking the retu,·n of Victnomes e orphon orrl ift 

chiidren to r.;-it •.2 ral parents \·lishing th r.:! ir return clc:iirn that over 6TX of 

the children are not eligible for adoption and -efforts should be IT'aclc to 

loc,:ite their oarents . ' many of v,hocn gove the chi 1 cJ ren up in p2n i c during 

the finol days of the war. Th e papers, in ,J 1a\•:suit . naming Henry 

Kissinger and other federal officials as defendants, also said the 

!rrr.nigrvtion and Naturalization Service, vihich had been ordered by the 

court to investigate the babyl ift, had atterr.pted a massive coverup in 

its investigation, finding hundreds of children eligible for adoption 

are not eligible and telling adoptive parents to proceed with adoption 

c v en \·J h e r e t he I r.Yn i g r a t i on S e r v i c e i t s e 1 f ha cJ found . ch i l d r en not e 1 i g i b l e 

for cJdopt ion.' 

The plaintiffs in the lawsuit are the babylift children and their 

attorneys' claims are based upon th~ir and a court appointed Vietnamese 

legal expert 1 s studies of lrrmigration Service files on the children only 

recently made available over the opposition of the lm:-nigration Service · 

and the adoption agencies which brought the children here. Pointing to 

specific files, plaintiffs' attorneys found examples df l~migratio~ . 
Service directions to investigators telling them to find hundreds of 

chi lclren eligible \•1hose identities \'/ C rc uncertuin or unknown, fraudulent 

;lrepor~tion of docu ~e nts by adoption agencies and many instances of 

frightened parents, fearing for the lives of their children, being forced 
-rnore-

Co n1riout ,ons !o l ri'..-: : n:1!,on:II Children's 
r\ in·! ;11c: (!1!,i u c l tl•lr!f')' :·., ,_.: : 11.: LL< pu r p1Y.,l'~,. ...3 
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---- -- - ---------- ----------- ------ -- --

O :: c o f t h 2 2 t 8 r n c '/ s r c r r c~ s c n t i n 9 the bob y 1 i ft ch i 1 d :- c n , Mor t c n 

thot prospective 2dcptive p~rcnts given ineligible 

no t n e c e s ,; 2 , i l y lose them, but that 

sho u1d to locc1tc their oorents, who ore not 
' 

ov1a re 

Various international 

; c n c I cs , i n c l u :-J i n g l h::: 1 : 1 t c r no t i on,-:! 1 Un i o ;1 for Ch i l d \·! c 1 fa re i n 

::: ,.., c v ,:i o n d t h c R e ,__! C r o s s , ha v e o f f c r e d l h c i r a s s i s tc:in c e i n l o ca t i n g 

:-::.: r2nts ond rctur-ning children anci the Vietnornese Gov2rnrnent hos 

~ :cite Depart;, ·,ent officials hove, hov12vc1-, so far refused to give. 

: - y i n f o ff '. cJ t i e,;, con cc r n i n 9 th~ ch i 1 u r c n to cH) i n t c r not i on 2 l 2 g c n c y 

assist in tracing p6rcnts. 

ln ·a related development, Vietn2mcse refugee mother, Ms. Vo 

• 1 Hao, went to !n~igrotion ·officinls in San Fr~ncisco on March 

~ ::h asking the:n to return her 3 year old son v1ho. \·,•as token u'.·1ay 

- the babylift under a false r.amc. She told the officials she never 

: shed her son adopted, but only to be brought to safety and she 

- s been trying to loc2te him .Jncl hcivc him retui-ned for almost a year. 

--.-· igration official Gordon Dzividson hc:id to1d the press several 
. 

-, ~ ~ previously that he: krie·.-1 of no Vietnamese parent vJ10 h2d co;-ne to 

-- S<!.c:king th;:;ir child's return. Plointiffs' attorn,."s, ·• Ms. 

i :, one: of 2t lc0st a dozen p2rci1ts ond relotives \·1ho l:-:.;ve come 

- I 



,\ t o h c. a r i r 1 i n t h e l ,-:i w s u i t i t s c 1 f , D i s t r i c t Co u r t J u d g c 

Spe:.c'2r \<!i 11 iarns refused, on March 19th, to ccnsent to· plaintiffs: 

2 pp~ 2 1 of h i s order deny i n g a c 1 .J s s act i on l 2 '" s u i t so that a 1 l th c 

chi ldr~n c2n sue together. Their attorneys arc, therefo,e, uttcmpting 

to j o i n t he c h i l d r c n i n d i v i du a l 1 y i n t he 1 c.M s tii t. Jud 9 c \·.fi 1 1 i u rr s 

ind:cotcd a:: th£:: hcoring . 1:e v:ould r·ule cJgainst this cit tJ,c next .. 
hcilrin9, scheduled for 1·',,:irch 2()th, \-:hich \•:ill force the ye<Jr-long 

1 a 'd s u i t i n t o t h e Co u r t o f A pp e cl 1 s f o r t h e s econ d t i me . T he f i r s t 

time the case was appealed, the Court of Appeals overruled Judge 

Will iarns 1 dcniGl of access to the children's files to plointiffs 1 

attorn e ys. This caused 2 five r.~onth delay in the cas e , .in which:.no 

uction has yet .. b(.;:'.:f1 t.~,ken to return children to pc1rents seeking 

their return. 

The lav.,suit is being jointly sponsored by the Center for· 

Constituti9nal Rights in New 'r'<;)rk 2nd the International .Children's 

Fund. 
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lcgl1latluc new, 
The following bills were not 
passa:i by the 93rd Congress. 
1t is vital that they be resub-
mitted, acted upon, and passed. 
Please write tc your Represent-
atives and Senators urging that 
these bills be reconsidered by 
the 94th Congress. Only your 
interest an ~ concern can give 
life to the rebirth of these 
bills. 

BILI H.R. J6159 - Rep. Rarick 
(iouisiana), Rep . Aspin (Col.), 
Rep. Heckler (Mass.) intro- · 
duced a bill tc\:i-~end the InternaJ 
Revenue Code of 1954 to aJlow a 
deduction from Gross Income for 
social, agency, legaJ, and ·. 
related expenses incurred with 
the adoption Qf a chiJd by a 
taxpayer. 
BILL H.R. 12315 - Rep. Sisk 
introduced-this Bill to eJimin-
ate the limitation of two 
restrictions that have been 
placed on immediate re]ative 
status visas. 
Bill H.R. 7555 - Rep. Koch (N.Y.) 
introduced this Bill to erant 
equal immigrant status of foreign 
orphans being adopted by singJc 
parents as is being granted to 
orphans being adopted by married 
couples. 
BILI H.R . 03626 - This BiJl was 
introduced to amend the Internar 
Revenue Code to allow deductions 
of medical , legaJ, and certain 
other expenses in connection 
with adoption. 
BILL H.R. 04916 - This Bill spel J ed 
out deductions for agency fees, 
legal fees, and related expenses 
incurred in an ad~ption. 

BILL R.R. 05866 - This is another 
Bill which supports Income Tax 
Deductions for adoption expense. ... 

--Fhoto by 3. J. Beaird--
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with a -tittle help 
f rOID their friends. 

... 

The above advertisement plus text was placed in the Denver Post in 
public interest by Columbia Saving s and Loan . Our thanks to them. 
you can see by the following letters, our friends in Viet Nam also 
their thanks. 

15 Scptcmb ~r 1973 

Dear Rosemary and Friends of F.C.V.N. 

the 
As 

send 

With all my heart and in the name of all my child~en, I thank you for 
all that you have done for ny infants. 

I also ask that you thank y , ur benefactors who are your friends in 
P. r .v. N. w~o have donated .money, vitami ns, ~ilk and medicine, etc ••• 

The Good God will R i vc you Y·""'Ur just ncri t, for what you and your 
frienrls have done for our children. 

One A ap;a in "M"!rc i" J Thank you a thou sEmd t ir,es for everyt:iing 1 
ln Jesus Christ , 
Sr. Rober t du S. C. N~uyen-t-Tron 

September 22, 1973. 
~ear Kind Mr , . Nancy He~el, 

. I can ima.o:ine how all thl" ·y-_~• l ' er.bers in all over America are work-
ing indefatigably for our· or:)hans !n so 1'1",any uifferent ways. To those who 
collaborate d with yn~ in this contribution of ~500 , our sincere gratitude 
and heartfe lt thanks. A special thank too to Mrs. Galvin for the sale of 
her ~VN note paper . 

/l(1j 

You know that our orphana~e was SUDnorted mostly by the American Troop 
in ell the no ints nf view for 7 ve 1>r s , now with the departure of the 
Am e rican Troop we lost a great deal and miss terribly their good presence. 
But we k e ep praying and hoping that the !)evine providence will hot abandon 
us ••• and we r e ali?cd that we have been answered , for since two months we 
get more help, from our friend benefactors in Am erica, and this is very en-
c ouraging . 

Please accep t the lovinr, and n raye r~1l wishes from the children and 
sisters at Sacre d Heart . 

~:.inc e r e ly yours 
Si s ter ~a rie Ang elo 



RELISH THE THOUGHT 

Corinth, Miss.**Students at the 
Montessori Pre-School were busy 
making Cranberry-Orange Relish 
t'o sell on the porch of their 
school, 1710 Magnolia Road. The 
kids were making up 100 pounds 
by themseJves to seJl for the 
benefit of the orphans at a 
Saigon orphanage which is oper-
ated by the Friends of Children 
of Viet Nam, a totally volunteer, 
non-profit, non-political, non-
partisan group. _ The reJish wa~ 
soJd in 1 pound baes at $1.50 
per . bag. 

-The DaiJy Corinthian-

--Photo by Ross Meador~-

Two nearly new Air Shield 
Isolettes and a portable 
incubator were acquired for 
the FCVN Center through the 
combined efforts of Rumbold~ • 
FCVN and Sonoma County FCVN. 

"CHOSEN MOMS" COC>KBOOK 

The ''Chosen Moms." Cookbook is on 
sale from the FCVN Oregon Chapter. 
This cookbook is small in size but 
contains 70 pages of recipes from 
adoptive moms, grandmothers, and 
prosepctive moms. lots of pictures 
of kids who have been adopted and 
of those who wait for help. It 
sells for $3.50 (including 50t 
shipping charge). Send your 
orders to: Mrs. Diane Nason, 
Oregon FCVN, P.a. Box 674, 
Ashland, OR 97520. 

Lehigh VaJley FCVN has 19-inch 
Raggedy Do]ls for sale: Asian, 
Black, White - boy or girl dolls. 
They are selJing them for $7.00 
plus 50t for postage. 
WRITE: lehigh VaJley FCVN 

1835 Troxell Street 
AlJentown, PA ·18103 

9/13 



~Cun -Ulcl nam 
Hope has come to the homeless 

and hopeless children of Viet Nam 
in the form of the volunteer 
agencies, one of which is FRIENDS 
OF CHILDREN OF VIET NAM. FCVN was 
established in 1967 by a group of 
Denver area physicians. FCVN's 
purpose is to aid orphan~d, sick, 
injurec, abandoned, and otherwise 
needy children of Viet Nam. FCVN 
today is a nation-wide, non-profit 
and non-affiliat~d organization of 
people who have joined hands in an 
effort to reach these children. 

The FCVN Center is located in 
Gia Dinh, just outsicie: aieon; it 

1s sta!''1ea by American volunteer 
and Vietnamese chiJd care workers. 
The Center is the heart of FCVN. J 

It is from the r.enter that the 
supplies are dispersed to the 
provincial orphanaees spread 
thro~ghout the country. Condition~ 
vary at these gathering p)aces for 
discarded Jives, from poor to 
unspeakable, with a mortality rate 
that can reach as high as 80%. 
FCVN's Overseas Staff visit as 
often as possible over twenty such 
orphanages, with them they bring 
the bare necessities of life sent 
by FCVN Chapters alJ over the 
United States. 

A unique program called the 
J:.os er Orphana~e Pr~am is al so J 
administere trough the FCVN 
Staff. This program was established 
as a means of personal. help from 
families and groups in the u.s., 
directly to the orphanages, as it 
is our belief that one of the best 
possible means to aid the destitute 
and orphaned children in Viet Nam 
is tn aid the orphanages and centers 
where they are cared for. 

The Child Care Training Program is 
administered at the FCVN Center. This 
training program is aimed at the sem~ 
skilled and unskilled workers who are / 
currently the backbone work force of 1./" 
the orphanages. By training these 
women in the skill of child care, we 
hope to offer a future to women who 
mieht otherwise remain unemployed in 
a country torn be economic strife. 

The FCVN Center.is home to children 
hopelessJy and undeniabJy abandoned for 
whom adoption seems the best answer. 
While they wait for the day that they / 
will go home to loving parents in the 
United States, the children are expertly 
ca.red for by the American and Vietnamese 
staff of FCV~ . Their bodies and their 
spirits are nourished in order that 
the day nay come when they,too,wiJ1 
board a plane like these children 
bound for home, parents, Jove, and a 
future. 

The volunteer staff at the FCVN 
Center sees it, not so much as a p2ace, 
but a spirit, an effort of hundreds of 
people comin~ tocether to· offer assis-
tance, security, love, and a future to 
thousands of children through the pro-
grams that they administer for Friends 
of Children of Viet Nam from through-
out the United States and in Europe. 
"It isn't the adciress or the building 
that counts; it's the concern and 
givine of those who make this place a 
reality that wiJJ make the difference 
in the lives of the children as they 
face tomorrow," says the Director, 
Cherie Clark. 

Much is being done--but much, very 
much, remains to be done. AJ1 of this 
work requires money, time, and love. 
The chil dren are waiting--waiting for 
someone to care. Will we forget them? 
Will we let them be forgotten? Their 
future depends on today ••• tomorrow will 
be too late. In the words of John 
Denver, we say , "Come stann beside us, 
we can find a better way." 

/ 



NEVER ABANDON THEM! 

**Editorial by Phyllis A. 
Carson taken from MABA 
FCVN Newsletter** 

If you are going to adopt or 
support a child, why not a Viet-
namese or an Americ an-Vietnamese 
child ? There are thousands of 
orphans with a very little hope 
of their ever finding homes. 
We, the people, can give them 
the hope they need. 

V Questions will enter your mind 
and you will ge~ al l kinds of 
frae advice. Again and again, 

"'•·you will hear, _ "Why don't you_ 
adopt or help an Amen.can child~ 
To me anct hund reds of others an 
answer is very s im pl e. There 
are hundreds of people concerneg_ 
about the American chil dreD, as 
tnere are specialized agencies 
to find homes for these chi1 dren. 
Yet, tfiere are places in the world 
where abandoned children have 
almost no ' hope ••• and that place 
is Viet Nam. 

To quote Phila Henrietta Case: 
"Oh! VJhy does the wind blow 
upon me so wild? Is it because 
I'm nobody's chil d?" Think of 
those worrls and then picture in 
your mind Vietnamese babies wait-
ing to be adopted or he lped . 
Chil dren who had American fathers. 
Handicapped children and the 
mentally retarded who will never 

"'"''be adopted. Children of all ages, 
alone, afraid and longing for 
love. That is the child you 
must find , and he or she is there 
••• waiting just for you. Ycu are 
the hope they never had. Some 
say there is only a small number 
nf them, but there are thousands 
••• waiting. 

The Fren~h Government recog-
nized the children of her soldiers 
and gave them citizenship and 

education and, where necessary, 
financial aid. ·And it I s been said 
time and time again: "You Americans 
do nothing for your soldier's children. 
Why is that?" Only you, the concer:i.ed, 
can answer that. • 

Children have died in Viet Nam 
waiting. It's horrifying isn't it 
to imagine children dying? Yet, it 
happens. The children need you and 
you are their hope ••• NEVER ABANDON 
THEM! 

--Photo by Ross Meador--
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Tffi-s - vehicle comnlete 

- with red light a~d 
siren was donated by 
the Connecticut Chapter 
of PCVN . ,. It is used by 
the staff to transport 
chi l d r e n between or -
nhanages , to the air -
:)Ort 8n rl to the hospital 

Thev are still thsre --still dyin,:,: . In onr excivc:rne nt over finally 
" i:;etting

0 

o r n:a niz Pd " we ~ust rnt and sl:-iall not forp:e t wl:-iy we wanted to 
p,ot or~anized in t he first nlace . 

Inflatio n ':12s taken a ter1°~tle toll of lives in Vietnamese orphanages . 
When a few dianer nin::; cost over .:12 , can you imap::ine how expensive (and 
u navailabl e ) A~n ic illin is? Fifty childran had to be turned away last 
r-onth from one of the ho11~cs snr-:1or tcrl by c1nn1 . If rnre sic'\.c c~ildr r:: n 
are bro11r:ht into an 8lr o ady can~cro11sly ovc rcrow n.e d situation , the who l e 
house su 0 fers and rr:3ny rJie . Can :t01i i rr;2r:ine wnat this does to the morale 
o f thos e dedicated an rl o·;erworz.c::J vol1intecrs·? Can you imap; ine the anguish 
of those rr:others who rru st trud~c aw e y with an unwan t ed and pe r haps 
dyinp; baby in thei r ar:'ls·? Can you i!""a.zi.nc ho w tho people in the U . S . 
who wo rk so hRrd to reisc roney o r ~ct tho c :1ildren fe e l at our 11 fai l ure 11 ? 

If we can r nise tho r.oncy for the new me dica l clinic , Hy Vong ; these 
kinds of t ·1inp; s need n:it hanpen acain . ~y Vong , o r House of Hope , would 
care fo r critical l y ill .infants anr: c 1ilclren anr. isolEte newly arrived 

c hi l drc'n . 
As you .Dlan ym-1r ,ws=:-JJ,Y r;.r.-r r: t ' i::: ycBr , ple ase r er:iember the chil -

dr e n who h2 v e n ot:-iinp •••.• F-xcent t;1cir fri.r:nds . Please he lp i 

I ar'l only one n~ r son ••.• - n P ~roup ••• • one churc h • •• • one town •••• what c~n 
I cJo? It w01.1lcl:ri I t tr,;,:e rr:uch r r "m c2.ch rc rs o n , you know , if e n bugh people 
·-rnul d he ln . 
1. Sen,3 !'1;1 . 00 . (If every -.,crc:on on our MG iling list sent in just one 
co llar , it 1,nulc' n ay the rr,nt on ~:y Vonr, fo r six ,-v;onths l l\ 
2 . f:'.uy a box of 1-J:ir:h -c-ro t, in Pnby C e r cal every week . Or another baby 
item. Send y ' 1.1r parcels '1erc or we ,,1:il l tel l you ho w to ship directly . 
3. Buy cal cnd::, rs . ( S,"e order tlFnlu·, el:-:-0wh ere in newsletter. Give as 
Christmes ~ifts or sell them . ) 

1 

4. Invite :·,: 1r 1 to r,1\·e a slice show to :rnur club , school , civic group . 
c:' ft, c- 1.r O yy,r.::,y)r''\hr.Y'lt- v ....... 1' Yl ,.. ,,,,r.,-.- ,J \---, 11-n hr:)....-lr t A +-~l.rC'I :;1r 1n 1 n c n 'Y"\"Yl.-....;01"'+ Pn .... l_ I 



Thev are still th2re -- still d;:inr; . In on r excivornent over finally 
" getting" o r r::anizP.d 11 we rust n o t and shall not fo r ge t why we wanted to 
p.ct or?.anized in t he first nlace . 

Inflatio n :1.2s tak 0n a t errirle toll of lives in VietnamesebrPhanages. 
Whe n a ' few di.anPr nins co,;t ovf'r -~l.? , can y0u imap::ine how exnensive ( and 
unavailable ) t,nicilli n 53? Fifty c~ ! l:;r~ n hed to be turned away la s t 
""'O n th from one o~ the h) 1 ,c:r::, s·1r"'r:~t crJ '::1y ;7 f'V1'1 . If r0T'e sicl{ c ':ii l drrc n 
a r e b r rmrrht into an 8lrn8r.Jy c~e n .~c roi~sly ovcrcr :::> \.Jried situation , the whole 
house su nfers a!1d l"'sny :;ie . C3n :,-0n irr:r,":in8 \,nat t'.-i is '.foes to th e morale 
of those dedicated an n o·:,~n .ro r',{c :J volnntrocrs'? Crm you imap:ine the anguish 
of those ~oth8rs who ~ust tr~d~c awey with an unwanted and pe r h aps 
dyinR baby in their ar~ s'? ran you irazl n c how the people in the U.S. 
who work so hRrd to reisc ~0ney ,J r "'Ct the c :1 ildren feel at our 11 failure ,,? 

If we can rrcise the :.~!,cy for· t:--ic n m: mcd::c2l clinic , Hy Vong , these 
v.indr:; of t ·1 inp,.s n c•ed n:,t r1 aT pc n -ar·a in . :--iy Vong , or House of Hope , would 
csrc for cri tic nJ. l y ill Lnfc:nt·, anr: c 1ildren 2.nr. isolE.te newly arrived 

childr ·~·n . 
As y o u plan y,)1..1r ,;c_;_ =:;J,Y ~r.-1 · r: t ·is y e ar , 

dren who have n othir.,,..,. •••.• o;cent t'.,c ir fri(";nds . 
please r er:iembe r the c h il-
Please help l 

I am onl~ one n ~rson ••.• • nf' ~ r nu p •••• '.) n e church •.•• one town •••• what can 
I cJo? It ,-Jovl,ln't trc-!'.E' TY:llch ''r .,rr, c 2ch rc rson , you know , if enough people 
··•ould he l n . 
1 . Send ~1 . 00 . (If every r c r Ro p o n our mai ling list sent in just one 
collar, it W'.)ulr nay thE' r r nt on ~Ty Vong for six :-:onths !) 
2 . Buy a box of Hi r:h i:-ro te in Fr>by Cereal eve ry week . Or another baby 
it err. . Senc y : ur parcels :1erc o r we will tE,11 you how to ship directly. 
3. Ruy ca1 cndPrs . (S e e order tlsnks cl::-0wher8 in newsletter. Give as 
Christmes ~ifts or sell them . ) 
~ . Invite :T'F.1 to 1=-ive a slide show to ;: our club , school, civic g roup. 
S. As k a rn'0rch2nt , Y"Ur ch11rr- 11 , y '.'ur b2rk to take c1r.vr1 as a n r o ject. 'Per -
hans they are as sick a;; we 2re o: 11 s1ick" orr.:an izations . 
6. Vol · i-it ee r y:mr tim e 2.no tel Pnts tr. DC'_; r . 
7. Colle~t Eonus Gift C-:i;n,-:rns fr •·•T:" r-·2-ny r rocery it cr0 s and Dc!'srmal 
products en o mail thc:rn to : i'.a.ry .Leu ?oLinson, 96 Rick Crive, 7lorence , 
Mass ., 01060 . She will r ecleen, t :1crr. for ca:::.h or p r oducts to be do nated fo r 
Life S1.i nDort . 
8. Col l ect Eetty Cro cker c o1F"ons t c be r"deemed for office equipment. 
s ~nd to 600 Giluin , Denv e r , Co lor2 do , 80218 . 
9. Spr ead the word thst we erP ta~ - Fxe~n t and wou l d love some large 
11 end of t , p ye2r 11 donatior_ fr ,rr. o.n injividual o r business . ':Jc can also 
accf'rt ~ i fts o~ stocks, ~o ncls , Ft c . 

• 

) 
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ATT~NTI ON ALL PACKERS AND SORTERS ALL OVER THE COUNTRY 

Please sort and label all goods to be sent to Viet Nam using the 
followins informati ~n. 

, HY Vong;-tiny babies to about one month of age and older sick childr;n. 

To Am--one month to sitting up size--perhaps about nine months. 

New Haven--sittinis to stand ·ing up size--nine months to about 18 months. 

to about five years or so. 

The staff in Viet Nam who cared for ycur child during his/her stay 
in Siigon are very anxious to receive photos and letters concerning the 
progress of your child. They become VERY attached to these kids and 
grow to love them immensely. Take a few minutes to jot a note to these 
dedicated people once every few months. They'll be .delighted! 
Address: To Am Nursery, FPO, San Francisco, California, 96620. 

PEGISTRATIO~ FOR Y'.WR VIF.TNAM:SSE CHILD 

If y~ur Vietna~es e child has NOT been naturalized, you may apply 
for a "birth data card" for him. Call your local U. S. Department of 
Immigration and Naturalization (in Colorado 837~3526) nnd request form 
N-585. On this form is a blank to fill in asking the type of form 
(birth date card) you would like to receive. Write "G-350" in this 
blank. Return the card to INS with a $3.00 fee. 

CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS ON THEIR WAY 

Almost 2500 were mailed recently to the orphans in Viet Nam. The 
project was headed by Bonnie Hutchinson. Many groups and individual 
volunteers assembled and packed the stockings. 

TEL "P;J'HO NE ·TREE 

A new tele ohone tree chart will be mailed by December 1 to members 
in the Denver area. If ysu do not receive Y8Urs, call the office at 
321-8262. 

O'P~ POARD }'F.ETTNGS--Every third Thursday at 7: 30 at Gilpin address. 

THIS c :nLD IS LIKE MANY WHO COME 
TO THE mJRSERIF.S--FDRTUNATELY, 'MOST 
LEAVE THF. HOUSF,S ROUNDFR, HAPPIER, 
AND H~~LTHIER THANKS TO SUPPLIES 
AND FUNDS SENT RY THEIR FRIENDS. 
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NEWS FROM THF. ORPHANAGES 

Karen Rambo, a Colorado volunteer working at To Am, communicates to 
us that irons are needed at To Am, Hy Vong, and Allambie---plus six 
baby scales in kilograms not pounds, and paper diapers without the out0.r 
plastic covering--as many as can be sent. .. 
Special Requests :from Sister Sylvie--Providence Orphanage, Soc · Trang 

"As we have a school from kindergarten to junior and senior hir,h 
school for our students and orphans. We would like a television for 
our children to enjoy themselves in spare times. If you can help us 
get it, we would be ve ~y grateful to y 0u. Of course, you can provide 
us anything you like. Everything is useful here. We use them all. 
Be sure. 

Once again, thank you v e ry much for your kindness shown to our 
qhildren. God Bless you and keep you safe." 

From Vi nh-Lo ng, Diem Phuc Ornnanage from Sr. Ma ry Nruyen Thi Tai 
Needs: one stetha~cope, two incubators, one sphygmomano met r r, two 
pair of forceps, one bistouri , one llOv.- JO kw generator, one electric 
water well pump, and one see-saw. 

Sist&r Anicet needs a trea dle sewinR ma chine desreratcly--mark for h r r 
when mailing. 

Vung 'T'au is in di r e need of cloth diapers and Sacred Heart at Da Nanp; 
needes insecticides--especially for mosquitos. 

~osemary Taylo-=--

Sist e r rfarie Paul is working with seven refugee camps within a 
15 I<ri . radius of Vinh Long--the popu latio n of these camps is 3c;,oooi 
Rosemary as l< s t hat we bear Sr. J\Jarie Paul in mind for light wei r.;h t 
adult shirts, blouses , material pieces, sewing accessories, medicJnes 
(particularly for malaria, pin worms, round worms, typhoi d , and c ou~hs) , 
skin oin:r.ients, soap, and adult vitamins. They should be sent to To Am 
and be sure to ma rk for Sr. Marie Paul. 

Our Medical Committee still needs--AmPicillin•500 MGM. IVIM 
Cortisone IVIM 
Violactyl 
Liquid Vitamins 

From Sr. Mary Hayden at Binh Trieu 

A Description 

The Purpose of the new center in Saigon is to reach destitut e 
girls and children before hunger and despair force them to turn to 
crime. We educate and teach the older girls trades. Employment is 
now imnossible to find so we search for orders from shops and fac-
tories and the girls receive Payment for their work. This is the goal. 
In practice it is very, ve ry difficult • 

. Most of these youngsters have never attended school. When they 
~l"\~ n1 n AT"'lrn1f'f'l---. f-f"'\ 'ho,-,. ,...._,.... .... ......... , -- - - _, 'I-, -



our cni1.dren t;O enJOY 1.,nemst::.1.ve::i ..L!l ::i11a1·e u..Lcr1e::i . ..L..L yvu '-'011 uc,.,_tJ u..., · 

get it, we would be ve,·y gr9teful to ynu. Of course, you can provide 
us anything you like. Everything is useful here. We use them all. 
Be sure. 

Once again, thank you very much for your kindness shown to our 
children. God Bless you and keep you safe." 

From Vinh-Long, Diem ?hue Ornhanage from Sr. Mary Nguyen Thi Tai 
Needs: one stetha ncope, two incubators, one sphygmomano metrr , two 
pair of forceps, one bistouri, one llOv.-JO kw generator, one electric 
water well pump, and one see-saw. 

Sister Anicet needs a treadle sewirtR m9chine desper9tcly--mark for hrr 
when mailinf,. 

Vung 'T'au is in di r e need of cloth diape-rs and Sacred Heart at Da Nanr; 
needes insecticides--especially for rnosquitos. 

From Rosemary Taylor--

Sister t~a rie Paul is working with seven refugee camps within a 
15 1~m . radius of Vinh Long--the population of these camps is 35',000l 
Ro.semary as k s t h at we bear Sr. Marie Paul in mind for light wci r;h t 

(J, 1 
1/ 

adult shirts, blouses, material pieces, sewing accessories, mediclnes 
(particularly for malaria , pin worms, r ound worms, typhoi d , and c ou~hs) , 
skin oinments, soap, and adult vitamins . They should be sent to To Am 
and be sure to rr,ark for Sr. Marie Paul. 

Our Medicel Committee still needs--Amnicill~n•500 MGM. IVIM 
Cortisone IVIM 
Violactyl 
Liquid Vitamins 

From Sr Mar Hayden at Binh Trieu 

A Description 

The purpose of the new center in Saigon is to reach destitute 
girls and children before hunger and despair force them to turn to 
crime. We educate and teach the older girls trades. Employment is 
now imnossible to find so we search for orders from shops and fBc-
tories and the girls receive nayment for their work. This is the goal. 
In practice it is very, very diffictilt. ~ / 

. . Most of these youngsters have never attended school. When they 
are old enough to beg or steal or peddle trinkets, they set off to 
earn a few cents while their mothers work as coolies when odd jobs 8re 
available. The menfolk are in the army or disabled or just missjn~. 
Many of them have other families elsewhe re living in similar squalor. 
Home is a one room shack where the barest necessitie ~ of life are 
lacking--the use of soap is unknown. Our sisters visit each fBmily 
and to enable older girls to attend school we have opened a day care 
center where all ready there are 75 toddlers from a few months to 
five years. 

)f 
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NEWS FR0M THE ORPHANAGES--continued 

Signs of malnutrition are peinfully evident--all kinds of skin 
diseases--tuberculosis, eye trouble, etc. All children are given 
good nourishing meals at the center and as far as means allow they 
receive medical care. Soap is used unsparingly. The children are 
returned to their homes every evening well scrubbed and well fed. It 
is our policy to keep children within the family circle as far4 as 
possible no matter how destitute the surroundings are. When a child 
is entirely abandoned, we send her to our home at Vinh Long, but when-
ever there is a relative--old grandparent or other whose love for the 
child is evident, we recognize this love as the child's most precious 
possession, and do all in our power to prevent depriving a child of 
her loved ones. This helps us too to keep in touch with the entire 
family and to discover and alleviate misery otherwise undisclosed. 
Many mothers receive what medical care we can afford. It is a far 
too common sight in Viet Nam to see a mother obliged by circumstances 
to place her children.i-n orphanages." _ 

Binh Trieu is now caring for ~96 children and young girls and 168 
families. 

From the Editor : 

Almost one year ago I agreed to be newsletter editor . That 
January 1973 newsletter was two nage s and we sent 1500 copies. The 
last issue was eight pages and we mailed about 5 00 0 copies. This is , 
typical of the growth of FCVN. I 1 ve enjoyed being part of this 
expanding organization. 

Now I've decided to step out of this position and choose other 
ways to work in FCVN . I hope someone in Denver will call LeeSanne 
BuchanPn, head of P.R., in the next month ano ~ay they want to be 
editor. It's a challenging job--a way to be in touch .with all area s 

·of operation of the group. 
Deadline for the next newsletter is the first week of January. 

All chapters are urged to contribute articles of national intere s t. 

Karen s. Mattison 
FOR SALE 
Calendars--------Drawings by Vietnamese orphans and photos highlight th ese 

lovely calendars for 1974. Give them as gifts that keep 
on giving all year. $1.50 each 

Christmas Cards--Green paper with red ink, depicting four Vietnames e chil-
dren of varying races carrying gifts to a Christmas tr ee . 
Inside reads: JOY AND PEACE TO ALL ? ~O PLE. 
$1.50/box of 10, 10 boxes or more, $1.00 each 

Note Cards-------Whimsical drawing of three Vietnamese childre n with FCVN 
banner. Reads ALL CHILDR-i::N SMILE IN THE SAME LANGUAGE 
$1.00/box of 10, 10 boxes or more, $1.00 each 

Birds------------Colorful, woven plastic birds about 3" long. Made by 
residents of Phu My in Saigon. Lovely on Christmas tree : 
$ .25 each 

Name -----------------
Address ----------------
Please send me: 

calendar(s)@ ,1.50 ea. 
--box(es) csrds@ ~1.50 ea. 

· --*( boxes @$1.00· ea. 
Pirds @$ .25 ea. 
box(ee) note earn~~~, nn 

Make checks payable to: 
Friends of Children of Viet 
Nam 

Mail to: 
FCVN 
P .o. Box 4583 
Boulder, Colo. 

I 
\ 
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. family and to discover and alleviate misery otherwise undisclosed. 
Many mothers receive what medical care we can afford. It is a far 
too common sight in Viet Nam to see a mother obliged by circumstances 
to place her children. i-n orphanages." 

Binh Trieu is now car±ng for 396 children and young girls and 168 
families. 

From the Editor: 

Almost one year ago I agreed to be newsletter editor. That 
January 1973 newsletter was two oages and we sent 1500 copies. The 
last issue was eight pages and we mailed about 5000 copies. This is 
typical of the growth of FCVN. I've enjoyed being part- of this 
expanding organization. 1 

Now I've decided to step out of this position and choose other 
ways to work in FCVN. I hope someone in Denver will call LeeSanne 
BuchanPn, head of P.R., in the next month and ~ay they want to be 
editor. It's a challenging job--a wey to be in t ouch with all erees 
of operation of the group. 

Deadline for the next newsletter is the first week of January. 
All chapters are urve d to contribvte articles of national interest. 

Karen s. Mattison 
FOR SALE 
Celendars--------Drawings oy Vietnamese orphans and photos highlight t tcsc 

lovely calendars for 1974. Give them as g ifts that ke ep 
on giving all year. $1.50 each 

Christma s Cards--Green paper with red ink, depicting fou r Vietnamese chil-
dren of varying races carrying gifts to a Christmas tre e . 
Inside reads: JOY AN D PEACE TO ALL P~OPLE. 
$1.50/box of 10, 10 boxes or more, $1.00 each 

Note Carcs-------Whimsical drawing of three Vietnamese childre n with F'CVN 
banner. Reads ALL CHILDR-i;;N SMILE IN THE SAME LA NGUAGE 
$1.00/box of 10, 10 boxes or more, $1.00 each · 

Birds--:----------Colorf'ul, woven plastic birds a.bout 3" long. Made by 
residents of Phu My in Saigon. Lovely on Christmas tr ee: 
$ .25 each 

Name -----------------
Address ----------------
Please send me: 

calendar(s)@ $1.50 ea. 
--box(es) cerds@ $1.50 ea. 
--*( boxes @$1.00 ea. 

Pirds @$ .25 ea. 
-box(ee) note cards@$1.00 
-- total 
*(for orders of 10 or more 

boxes) 

DOLLS FOR SALE 

Make checks payable to: 
Friends of Children of Viet 
Nam 

Mail to: 
FCVN 
P .o. Box 4583 
Boulder, Colo. 

"Ragged7 lill" ••• handmade rag dolls available vith Asian features, 20" tall (male or femal, 
ilao available are black b07· or girl. $6.00 plus 75 cents postage. ALL proceeds are sen· 
o~ages in both Korea and Vietnu. Se~ to Mrs. M. Turrel, Welsh Road, North Wales, 
Penna7l-nnia 19454. 
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I met you at the orphanage yard 
Your sad eyes 
Overfloved vi.th 
Loneliness 
And pain. 
You sav me. 

.. 
You turned your face away. 
Your hand drev circles, 
Circies 
On the dusty ground. 

I dared not ask you 
Where your father 
And your mother were 
;r :dared not open up your wounds. 
I.'only vi.shed to sit 'With you 
A moment 
Saying a vord or two. 

Colorado FCVN vi.shes to recog~ize the valuable input toward re-organization provided by 
uie many chapter representatives vho came to Denver October 26, 27 and 28. Ve thank you for 
your time, help and patience. 

:;;;; oliday Season will soon be upon us! We 'Wish to thank our many business friends 
liAfPa! 
who isted FCVN vhen needed. And, to remember all FRIENDS OF CHILDREN OF VIETNAM vho 
donate precious time and/or money in the name of The Children. 

JOY AND PEACE TO ALL PEOPLE! 

FRIENDS OF CHILDREN OF VIETNAM 
600 Gilpin 
Denver, Colorado 80218 

Non Profit Ori,. 
Bulk Rate 

U.S. P:>stage 

PAID 
Uttleton, Colo. 80120 

Pwmit No. 206 

j 
) 



riends 'of ,Chiidren· of: Vietnam 
iDO Gilpin . 
)enver, ,Golbr.aqo , 80218 ,:. · 
; 303) ' 321-8251/321-82.62 · 

) i, ' ';' .:~. . . ,. 
EWSLETTER 

Dear 

.,:. 
;- .,.. '.1 •-~' 

; 
As many of you . know., I have j1:1st returned from a . three week siay in .V1et Nam. 
It w~s the most moving experience of my , life. My days were filled ~iih 
happiness and :aorrow. I loved Vietnam E_:ind I loved the people. 
I tjame _;o know them as ·gentle and kind. Vet .t saw 1,11hole fanq.ies livipg on · 
sidewalk .corners or ·in i·usted metal huts stacked one on top of . another. · There 
were chilqren ev~rywhere.' ' The ~,hildren were roamlng the stre,ets and begging· 
for food. < I : • \ ' .. • ) I : •r 

I ,"'••.•. ' , ./. 

i, 

In the ·orphanages 'l saw ,malnou~ished, . eying _b.abiei:; :_ room af-ter room ,of children . 
who belonged to no one. I saw children so weak they could not brush the flies 
and ihsects ,that congreg~ted on their open sores,- I saw babies sleeping in 
boxes be9ause there ~ere ·not enough crib's. _Babies were sleeping outside t;>fl . -~~,/ 
t~e steps and the pi;irch because t~ere_ was no . .room ins;de. Everywhere . ., there · , · , 
were the •sick, the malfgrmed~ and the diseased. saw ·mothers bring their , t, .. 
children to '. the orphanages because they could no "longer feed or care for .them • • 

·Atnewborn baby was brought wrapped in newspaper. Children are being abandoned 
in m~ss , numbers and the orphanages are overflowing. -The price of a _bag of rice · 
has doubl'd in tHe past few months and the war is ~orsening daily. The children 
are br-0ught to the orphanages as a last hope. 
I flew to Qui Nhon, ·a Communist stronghold, with a friend ~nd visited the -7 
orphanage where my c_hildren had come from. It was an tional experience to J 
walk up the steps whsre ·on~e a mother had came with ~y child in her arms. . 
The sisters who ran the · orphanage ~ere warm and kind. They welcomed me with . . · 
.OJ::)Bn ~rms. _ 1 walked from' room ·to r ,oom - i ,t wee raining an.cf · the tiJ~ter pou.red .. 
th

1
roagh the_ holes in ,the thatched roof. It was cold a_nd damp·. ,The child~en \/ 

d d. not have blankets. There were no diapers - instead, the · children ·wore old 

,(continued on page 5) . 



0 LETTERS FROM N8RSERIES AND ORPHANAdES 
"The new Allambie is _indeed a vast -imi:ro.ve--
ment after, tt:,e old one. It's great to 
see the children with a place in which 
to play_: - Our garden 1,s r_easonably large 
so they can· ·run around to their hearts , 
content; -Also the house has b~lconies 
so the children can play on these of an 
evening after they have had supper and 
their bath. Also our plumbing p~ob- -
lems are greatly --J'educed, · although water 
supply is still a bit :~f a pro~lem as; it 
1s ·for '. so .many' places tiere." ·: : , '. .. . _/ 

DOREEN BECKETT, Allambie Nursery _ 
• 

"Our heartfelt thanks. to • • • all 
Friends ••• for the very genercus Check 
which we rec~ived today.· .We are deeply 
touched and are very greatef01. 
This sum of money wil°l enable . us to reach 
more poor children anp help them during 
these v.e·ry hard times. 
The lunar New ·vear was peaceful in the 
. larger cities but oui in the . countryside 
was . far from peaceful. This was one 
of the saddest New Years for many poor 
people a~d the hungriest. • (Jhose ' . 
fightirg in the war) 'buy up all the rice · 
they can find at quite a high price a~d · 

1.the,n there .~ not enough for the poor 
·oidinary people. 3hen of course th~ oil 
·shcrtage will raise the prices of almost 
everything~ ·1t ·is hard in every country 
but particularly so for the underdeveloped-
nation~ , , · 
It is people· like you who giv,e us courage 
~nd ho~e· to co~tinue our work here . and may 
the Lord reward _you 1a hundredfold. _ · · 

'.' 

Gratefully end Sincerely Yours, 
SR~ MARV HAYDEN (Binh-Trieu Urphanage) ________ .,... __________ ...:.., \' 

"Thank y~u ' so '{ery much for your nice · 
letter~ •• I got the money from the Bank 
~f Am~rlc~, l~st we~k. No ' wards to express 

,' iriy deep QI'.ati tude to you all, FCVN. We 

F~om Rev. and Mrs. Don ~arren Vung Tau 
_c_hristian Home; . "Dear Friends, 

'A friend in need is a friend indeed,' so 
goes the ancinQt adage wisdom. - You 
c;,ertainly . have proven yo.urselves _to be :~ -~ 
Friends of Children of Vietnam, as well -
as friends of those o( _us whb ar~ ~rying 
to aid in the relief and rescue of these 
chilcr~n.. Thank _you so very much!" 

' E><cerpt from a !etter · to Vrs. -f''eppin, 
from Sister Cathnrina in Vung· Tau:- 1 
11 I .will u_se sum t::i buy the · powdered 
milk my 

1
32 infants whr,j, drink in one . 

month. F resently, as you know, the , .-
cost· of living in Vi'etnam !s very dear 
because- of the 8Conamical crisis after 
war, so the price of ~ilk is very 
expensive. Whenever I g.o to store to 
buy _the milk, the price· g2ts dearer 
than last time. A,t _ the present, 'to buy 
the milk for my infants is a too difficult · 
work for me because -I have . no money t.o 

it in advan~e. ·- For that reason, i~ . 
you have an efficient ma~ner, would you 

. keep on helping me to buy enoug~ milk -
. for my- children per month.,? I put all my 

hope on your generosity because the ' ·. 
other benefacto~ of my crphanage have 
forgott~n my orphans. In .Vietnam, 
f:!Ometimes there are some kindhearted , 
people who . help me little, because my 
coun~ry ravaged by a terrible wai and· , 
most of people are i:,oor_; so they car-J'.t 
help me feed ' the OTphans while they ar-e 
living in need.~ (Wind of feace Orphanage) 

are . like · the· -nomad_, nowhere· to stay, 
around Kantum, it is fighting. I have . 
built two houses for the Monta~nard 
nursery, the wooden houses. I have some 
pictures, but I do not know how to send. 

J • 

I will try thru Vietnamese mail. I have 
i;a hire some men to dig a well ••• water 
is a problem. Please accept my deep 
gratitude 'for all you wbnderf~l~elp. 11 . 

LO\{S, . .. 
SR. ANlCET. & THE CHILDREN 



(continued from P• ~) '., 
From Sister ~;arie of the f-•assion of St ... 
Faul I sLJrphanage Qui f\J hon: "Dear 
. r ends, h~nk yo-i:1 fqr your lett~r _ 
througi·1 Mr. Steve .iWho came to ,see us 
yeste.rday. How mu~h we .are Jndeb~ed ··· 
to you ' to taking care of our, childre~•-
You wanted to kn:Jw about special nneds. 
Dur ch i ldren . can use all kinds of ycur . 
assistanceij uf money, clothes. food ••• _ 
But we ne~d muc11 in this ditficult ~-
time of ecOnomyi rice ~nd milk for the 
children. We just buy 20 bags o-f rice , 
and 10 boxe s of milk uy rnon~y donated 
from FCVis, f...,r l ' mon1.oh. If yi.., u can ,g~t ' 
milk, toed ••• please help us in 
adding. Lnce ~ore to you uur · 
sincere gratitude ano to t he generous 
people who c ci ntribu~e their assistance 
uur deep.Ly felt thanks. 1',ay God blBss 
you and all your dear ones." 
~~cerpt tram a letter from Sister Mar~, -
Directre~s -of Diem Phuc orphanaga: -· 
1'Fresen Lly·, 'since my orphanage has moved 
to a · place v1:ry .far from the town, 1 h.ave 
not any· mean to take ' tne children to school. 
The school is 6 km. from the house, neither· 
do I have any way 1.oo take tne sisken .· 
bhildren to the nospital and ther~fore 
two- babies have died resul t.1ng from a · 
lack of the mean of transpo ~t. In 
addition, ali . the employees of my _ 
orphan~ge left their jobs becauseJI have 

.,, . 
J 

r 
11 
l ~-
; 
.. 
'· 
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not 1onger money enough to pay their · 
salari es fur their services w~i~e tHey 
work so hard. Thus, ~y urgent' needs 
1riclude: mearis t f transportation to 

NEED CDNTINuES ;r' 
A new year has beg~n and\ W~Lh it ·a ren~wad 
dedicat~bn ta the ~hildren in Lhe nurseri~s, 
orpnanages and refugee centers of Vietnam. 

· For the many of us-· who· have made ,work . in ·: 

take the children to school · and .the 
hospital,- muney -to pay the salary 
.t ,o the e111ployees each mon'th for th~ 
first semester of this year~ff . 

. \ ·-•·• . 

Exter~t from note from §_ustn ~cOo,Qpld_J 
at 111ew Haven: "I 1,11ant you o . now how 

·~rateful I am for the syrin~es yuu sent 
with Mary Nelle - just the right size. 
And thank you ' verv ,, much. f _or the ampi- · 
cillin and :baby supplies that came with 
Sr • . Helen Reynulds • • 1 appreciate _.,. 
the care and work your generous ·oonations 
represent ••• you have sent toilet paper, 
toddler clothing and vitamins wt,ich r;1re 
also very helpful to us. It was good 
to see Sister He.Len Ann and Sister Rasaiie. 
i am·sure they have . been able ta qive 
you . first ha'nd repo'rts an the many . 
o~pha~ages they visited. \ 

I ' 

\ 

FCVN our major in'terest aside f~om our ? 
families, the continued and growing nee~s 
of the orphanages seems ' at ,.tim.es st,c;1g- . , , 
gering • . B.ut ' looking at a photograph •uf .·, 
sen,e of the children in -an ·r;i_rphanage :pr r. 
receiving .letters like those quoied er . 
just wa~ching one of Qur own Vietnamese 
sons .or daugh~ers brintjs tears or love to 
our ey~s. · Somehow our _e11ergi.es re-J;urri. To 
be needed 1~ one ot" the · greatest feelings, 
and .we .kn c,w. we are needed oy these ·. .. ', 
children~ · · · 

J•• a,;:.. •' 1-

~an you .i.i:nagine · walking into ari crvercro~ded· 
orphanage and i~stan~ly being surrounded 
by children of all ages - some grabbing V 
your legs - - all nf Lhem hoping you ~~11 

· take them home with you? 
What about the very weak chfld in the 
orphanage covered with flies and mas- .- .,;1. 
qui toes who /-0oes not have the strength 
to move his arms? 
How we wish ~e c~uld b~ush oit 
pick up that child and protect 
the sorrows of li'fe. t:tut each 
only · one person, and there are 
many chJ.ldren. , ' 

·, 

those -f1ies, 
him from 
of ·ue :i's 
so lrlafl,y. ,. , 

I 

+. 
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SHIPPING NEWS 
l November- anfl December) 

, - . 1 " 
• 1t 

.·' 
fior1da FCVN: two 1arge ·ehipm,enta: a ,... 
Christmas shipment with ldl'apped gifts - · 
for the thildren, medicines, food and· 
clothing (1900 lbs.) and a shipment of -
17 large cart9ns of, baby~ formula, Kao- ·• 
pectate, coug~ medic~ne, antibiotics, · 
food -stuff, Pampers and toys. ' . . 

... ~,"" -i 

St. L-auia F_CVN: In December the -group , 
shipped 146 bo~es welghi~g a· tot~l -of · 
3,560 lbs. 

Viet Nam Children's Committee of the 
Open Door Society: donated a treadle 
sewing machine for Sr. Anicet. 

Tucson FCVN: sent 11 packages of clothes 
and 1 box ' of toys 'in December. ' 

Georgia - -Friends Qf Children, Inc., 
sent 66 boxes ~n November, 44 for Binh ,- · 
Trieu and 22 for ToAm. In December, . · 
sent 44 boxe• of clothing, food and 
toiletries, ' 36 for Binh Trieu and ·8 
for Ti;iAm. •' . . I ,, 

Oregon FCVN: shipped medicinQs worth 
.$2,589.50 • .. 

., ... ··•~, ... .\ 11 .. ~~.. 

REFOR'T .FROM THE TREASL'RER 
Many friends of toe childre~ continue to send 

.' their support to specially designated orph-
, , anages ' and nurserie's they feel persQnally . . 

close to. S_ince August 1, 1973, ovel' $37,000 
in special!~ d~signated donations h~s ~on~· 
to the nurseries and orphanages through FCVN 

· Headquarters. ,Cf thi~ total more than 
S,21,200 was directed to nur!=Jeries in Saigon - . 
S6, 700 alone f'.or Hy Vong, the newly es tab- ·· 
lished intensive care clinic. ··· 

.... - ti: 

·General donations :in the amount of $7,300 . 
have also bef!n sent to the . t:1tphanages and .. 
nurseries during this period. Of , this total, 
$6,400 went to Hy Vong and the New Allambie 
Nursery. 
Tet gifts of $150 each are being sent to all 
orp~anages F~VN assists. 

FCVN has grown tremendously in the ~ast year,, 
end thi.s .growth has increasec;I the op~ration-
al expense. Although many of you throughout 
the country try to cover some of your own 
postage and phone expense, the ~est of co-
ordinating the work does continue to g·row, 
and we need ·the help of all our friends. FCVN 
is nuw looking for funds, possib~y ,in the 
form of grants, which could help in the 
operating expense of FCVN here in the u. s. 
and in our Saigon supply operation. The 

• operating expens~s in alone run 
Denver FCVN headquarters - 530 boxes of ·&2,500 -,;o $3,000 per month - cuvering 
f,oad, clothing, toys, school and sewing phone, off1ce staff salaries, util\ties fur 
supplies and miscellaneous goods - 720 :. .office and storeroom, printing, suµplies 
lbs. of .medicines. These are sent ta· and postage (correspondence, th,ank~yaus, 
Viet ,Nam yia the D~nver office by ' '' packages to Vietnatn). Our supply operation 
chapters and kindr.ed group~ through'out -·•.· . in Saigon (starting this month) will cost 
the Uni tad States. · ·1 . about $1,200 monthly - to cover · rem; of a 

·, · building, ··salary for a supply ufficer, rent 
In the future we hope ta publish quarterly qf a ~ehi~la and gas ($2 a gallon now). If 
reports that will reflect all FCVN ~hipping ~CVN -can receive financial assistance in the 
by chapt~r. · · . · . operational areas mentioned, once again all 

· ' · .~ donations received and not specifically des------------------PROGRESS REPORT ON THE FOSTER .ORPHANAGE PLANig~ated can go _ to the children. 
·vou ·are · all involved in' the work of FCVN be-
cause uf the children who need you. And FCVN ~· t 
ne.eds your. help to reach as many children as . · 
~osslble. lf you know of a friend or- an '. 
organization j,nterested in helping the child-
ren in the above ;mentioned ways, write or 

:. ! 

_call FCVN Headquarters. 

The Fos·ter Orphanage Plan is off _ta a ·good 
start with ~six orphanages receiving 
donations in January. These orphanage~ _~re 
as follows: Frovidence, CanTho - $l3Q.; 
Diem Phuc, Vinh Long - $370.; Phu :Myj .·: · 
Saigon - $20.00; St. Paul's, Qui 'Nhon i_.., ., 
SlDO.; Sacred Heart, OaNang - $158.; Vu~~ ' Please accept 11y 1.hanks and ttia~ of all ·the 

·officers and directors fur yuur help 'in 1973• 
Tl'lank you too for your marvelous letters ot' 
·encouragement. We need yuur support in all 
ways. · VOU ARE FCVN 1 - ·Most sincerely, 

. Tau Christian· Home, Saigon - $105.00. -
. ' .. ' . 

.. , : •.·. 
i , .. : 

NANCV C. HEGEL , 
JREASURER 



\ BY WAY GF EXPLANATION ' i 
• ·1 - ";'-,, For those of you who . wonder how your 

-donation is handl~d once it is received 
by FCVN -I ti.!oult! like to explain: . Oona- ,1 

tiens ,co·me · in· three w.ays ·Foster Orphan-
!S!!... Plal'!, designations to specific · 

7urserie·s and orphanages, and General ·' · 

Many times we are asked about the ~eligious I 
affiliation of the orphanages ·supptirted : 

Unspecified). All money designated for 
the Faster Crp·hanage Plan. goes tc the 

,. particular orphanages chosen:;;by ·sou. , If 
an orphenage is not specified ,by the donor 
in this .,program• Mrs • . Chery_l .Markson, the 
F.O.P. director ·chooses one needing 
assistance most. · · ;' ,: . .. , 

'. . : 

by fCVN. Moat orphanages in Vietnam are :.,. ~t 
either Catho+ic or Buddhist. · Most of ·th~ : :;i 
orphanages wen~~ support are ·catholic : ·: , 
•with one Protestant. The four ,-nurseries 11 •:1/ 
in Saigon are completely non-affiliatl;!d, ~V 
being run by people of various fai:ttis .. and -
backgrounds. Any orphanage or · refugee . . .·;::, ~;\'. 
center jh \/ietnam fa wel~ome .t ·o contact .• "'r i dn 
us and after an ~nves-tigation by our ,~aigon ti'.i 
staff, could be added to the 11,-t of : · ·: ;~. 
pl.aces · t _o which we c~ntr,lbute eupport • . \ ... , 

,. ,_ 
Donations for speciftc orphanages and 
nurseries are sent by cable, or in the· 
form of a cashi er•~ check to that orphanag, 
or nursery. A letter is also sent giving 
the orphanuge or nursery the ,amount of 

Another question heard recently we$: · .. 1 v, 
Please explain the 80% mortality rate ·' C' i .~ -{: i~ figure u~ed in your H terature? Same of 1. _ 

the poorer o~phanages have these very 1 i your donation, your name and complete 
address. Orphanage and nursery diractors 
know of your generosity - whatever .amount 
you are able to give. 

high rates, especially among babi~s J 
under one year • . FCVN-supported houses ~\i 
frequently have as low a death rate as ' 
6%. When ' we all want to see money, ·· ?if. 
foods and medicine enable babies to have ~ 
round, healthy bodies and shining eyes ' 

, and hair - even 6% is too high ! Our · 
goal shou~d be an even lower death rate • . 

In the case of special pleas for funds 
which -have gone out in the past (such as 
Phu My Addition, the new intensive care 
clinic and the new A}lambie Nurser), 
money designated for ese areas is also 
sent directly. When a particular need is 
covered and .additional t'unds ~re received continu~d from page 1 · 
these funds are redirected to other -areas · feedbags that rubbed their bodies raw. 
of need. If no special need is known at Most of the babies' heads and bodies .ware 
the time, these f'unds may be spent on covered With ·boils. The only treatment ., 
vi tally needed medicines, dried ' foods, , seemed to be mercurochrome. Skin rash.es · 
diapers ••• _and shipped to Vietna~- Dr were common • . 1 did not see a child that '·· 
these funds' are used to hel'p alleviate we in Ame~ica would -consider heal thy. All 
f'CVN' s operational costs. , were und~rnouri.sh~d and, most were lyi!'lg <:, 

!/ · ,~ · listlessly. In the toddler room. the '·'.·t~ 
' '\ ·'\ . General (or unspecif'ied) donatlons are used children ·spent fflost of the day in their · 

for purchasing needed supplies and for cribs. There ie not ~nough staff to 
operational expenses. FCVN also. sends , supervlae the. ·' I ·found no toys. In 
special donations to orphanages and many instances, ,it was hard to tell if 
nurseries - when there is some unvsual a child .was retarded or. simply ~prived. 
need. An example of this was when Sister of stimulation - which made hlm so un-
Anicet had 'to 

1
move because of .fighting in responsive. · The ·oldei: childreid greeted ; . 

the Kontum area last , summer. · f'CVN cablt!d us chearful\y. .Their smiles ·showed teeth· 
$1,000 for Sr. Anicet to use in ' ralocating. decayed to _the gums. • • ' 

I wil~ ~lwa~s ieme~ber the many half-·when designated donations (in response to , American children I saw, always in the 
FCVN pleas) are redirected, we do not inform orphanages, always abandoned. I saw 
the donor because this would often mean \ blond-haired children often as fair as 

t. 

a second thank-you or acknowledg~ment. 11 As ell donors receive a thank-you, I'm sure m.Y owri~ . I saw beautif,ul black ,c_h dren. 
you underetpnd the difficulty of further I cannot •top asking myself what will 
fellow-up. If you stipulate the need of happen to these children. What will 
some specific acknowledgement (a. g. proof happer;i -to all t_he c.hildren of· Vietnam? · 
of purchase of medicine, etc,),'wa 'wi1l,' _~ ,., ·· - 1 CHERlE.' -C,LARK . of course, try to do th s for you.- ILLINOlS . Chapter 

l . ·,· 

{ 

.. , 



A I~ REbISTRATIGN 
Friends of Children of Vietnam was granted 
registration .with the u. s. Agency for '. 
Interna'tiona.1. Deve.Lopment, ·Advisory 'Comm-
ittee ~n Vo1untary f6reig~ Aid on Jahuary 
28, 1974 • . Re;Lm,bursable shipping is one 
great benefit of this registration. 

A year,; ag.o we lilere · a .Loose 1 y-kni t . group 
of peop.1ei · with <a l purpose. : Now- we are ·a 
unified enc cohesive group with the same 
pu~po~e, but wi t.h much greater efte·ctive-
ness end, putential. ~uin with us and 
heJ.p u.s grol,I! 1 

,.. .. "\ ..,.- •· 

SHIPPING STAlUS 
The Defense Department st.i.11 has 
handed .duwn· its ruJ.ing concerning the 
legality of voluntary organizations 1 using the Fieet Post 0frice to ship 
suppifes , ~o Saigon. FCVN has been ' 
exploring :several uther possibilities. 
Mr. : o•~onri,J.1, of FCvN, Miami, is 
exp-loring u·cean freight and Jennift::r 
Shaalsn, Chesapeake FCVN, has sue- '.· 
ceeded in securing shipping via a 
Fla~ Sh:.i.p at a ~easonaule cost. , 
At . this time we .recommend you do not 
use the F. P. Hold supplies 
until •the Det·ense Department makes 
its decision. 

FCVN OF~ICE . MANAGER VlSITS SAIGGN 
' 

Sr. Hele~ Reynolds returned February 4 _ 
from e week stay J,n Vietnam~ · ·She and Sr. 
Rosalie escorted' 5 children to their new 
homes in the U. s. · While .in Vietnam she 
visited 16 orphanages ·an.o nurseries. She 
saw several Vi etnames·e officials in the 
Ministry ~f Social Welfare. Thos~ in VN 
who are ,responsible for the welfare of t~e 
orphans ~fe h~ppy ·t~ have tne help of ' ·. 
people pf thE,' :u. · S • . And FCVN is happy 

. Photo by Ilse 
RAGGEDY DOLLS 
Raggedy Ann (white), Hagge.dy .Kim (Asian) and 
Haggedy Cindy (black) their brothers. 
20'', plus 75_~. mailing cost. Write: 
Mrs. Duuglas Turrell, Welsh Road, H. D. 1, 
North Wales, Fennsylvan~ 19454. 

ORIENTAL DOLLS 
1·,rs. ~- at ' Worner uf Worner-uak Special. ties 
has been wo~king on getting Oriental dolls 
to market here .in the ,LI. 5. She nas some 
VBl.'Y good leaps . ana hdpes th ~1 t the dolls 
will be available in a couple of months. 
·she would .Like to near- f-rom inte.rested . 
peopie to find out wha~ t~eir interests 1are 
and/or if they wouJ.d like to be ,notified 
when the do11-s are availab.1e for sale. i 

~ore specific 1nformat1on abuut the dolls ~ 
- and the costs will be available at t.hat 

time • . The following form can. ue sent :..Dr 
you can call: 'Mrs. ~at Worner, c/o 
Worder-Dak Specialties, 1130 Crestmoor 
Drive, l::louiuer, Lolurado 80303., phone 
0,03) 494-3188. · . - 'C' 

to be· abie '·to ti~lp. Inflati on in Saigon 
has mai;le ,~the .. p.4rchase of gasoline, medicine, 
rice and' ott1eT ·riecessi ties all but im- · 
possibie. lt was a trip Sr. Heien ~ill ~ 
ne~er forget, and she hopes alsd tn~t the 
children will not pe forgotten. 

' t ' would pppreciate being notified 
when yuur Orienta} Dolls are - avail-
abJ.e. My main interest is in_ a 

. oaby doll, _;_a toddler doll, a 
teenage doll. 

SU~PLV OFFICER Hi~ED 
FCVN has seen ths physical and .logistical 
necessity to· havP- a man in Vietnam to un-
load, ·disperse ahd de.Liv~r the .tons of 
supplies ati1pp-e~. Ross l"1eader ~· leaves . in 
March. to do the · job. · We wi 11 ._hear ~ore 
about and from him in tne , next "issue. 

, 
' 

Name: ____ -.-__________ _ 

Address _______________ _ 

.1 •· 

• • • 
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·10RJIJING LOFFEES 
Morning coff~es will be held once a 
month tGl renew old fri rmdships, and make 
new one~. Children are welcome - . · 
and a babysit t er wiii be ~resenL to 
keep them entertained wh i le the 
mothers visit. The first coffee 
will be at Cheryl Markson•a hume, 
2245 Glencoe, April i7, , 9:30 a. m. 
to 11:3u a. m •• If you are coming/ 
please call the ofr ice U21-8251) 
as soon as possible~ 

SLIDE SHUWS 
A major tool for educating Denver Area 
people about Vietnamese . children is 
our slide show. Volunteers s peak 
to civic, church young people's 
groups. Since each volunteer cannot 
provlde a proje~tor and/or . screen, 
we desperately need a list of people 
who will provide projectors and 
screens ori a ~olunteer b6sis. We ~ill 
pick these up end return them. We 
realize this is costly equipment -

' why we don't 1.i1ant to buy these if we 
don't have to. We will provide a 
signed statement of responsibility 
for your equipment. We would also 

. welcome donations of Lhi~ equip-
ment; tax-deductiule, of course. 
Please call Connii Ning, Slide Show 
Coordinator~ at 757-J492 if you can 
help. ' 

TET CELEBRA I ION 
Uver $400 was netted by our Tet 
Celebration. Squad 4, 1 a fantastic 
combo of area policemen entertained 

· throughout the evening. •·Food and 
· fellowship were excellent hopes . 
a~e high of i~peat~ng the everit soon~ 
Lou~se Dice wants to thank all ~hu 
helped, and t,he Board wants to 

· say ~hanks tri Louise. 

MEETINGS 
Board meetings are held at 7:30 p. rn. 
evety third Thursday at 600 Gilpin, 
Denver. SOMETHING NEW 1 Suard meet-
ings wiLl be preceeded by a

1
tea and 

rice sup~r at 6:00 p. rn. with a 
showing of the :rcvN slide . show. Come 
and meet others whu care abuut 
Vietnamese . ..children. \ Stay for the 
noard meeting. Children are welc01De 
for th~ supper/slides (Smal~ donation) 

. i 

oA8YSITTERS NEEDED 
oabysi tters are de~perately needed for· 
volunteers ~ho must sometimes work 
away from their hom_es·. Areas at· need \. · 
at this time are West ·Littlei.·on,· 
S,_ uth Lakewooc:I and the area near the 
office ( G!~pin, Der ,var). _ l f yuu 

. can help, pl~ase leave _your name, 
address and phone with our Oftice · 
Secreta~y at 321-825i~ · A-~offee · 
will ·be scheduled as an initial 
ge i;.- i.ogether fer tiabysi t'tera,.and 
prospective ~cli~nts~" 

BE flJEFIT HA~KETBALL GAME FOR SACRED HEART 
The students faculty of Northeast 
Junior High in NorthgleMn, Colo. raised 
almost in a charity basketball 
game between the KIMN disc jockeys and 
the men's faculty basketball team. ' The 
money raised will . 9e used to support 
Saqred Heart Orphanage in Da Nang through 
the Foster Orphanage Plan. A big 
thank you to the faculty and students 
at Northeast for th8ir ~nthusiasm and 
supportJ · · · 

POINTS 
In the past month 01: 'two, a ~oupla ·. 
of ~eople have volunteered to have 
their homes used as collection points 
for goods to oe seht ·- to . the orµhanages 

_ in VieT. Nam. Tl;ley are,: ' · 

rt. co~lins - Jan o. Forbes, 
1809 Orchard Place. . 
Littleton - .~at Secrist, 651? 
So. Clarksun . 

If there are people in other parts 
~f the city that have space that could 
be µsed in this way, please iet the 
office, £00 Gilpin, know aoout ~o~. 

* •• -
We have a recurring need for occasion-
al clerical heip during the week!! 
the office. Please call 321-82~1 , 
if you are qualified and interested. 

. . ·n cw,. 

C 



COUt-DrJS CuUFUl\lS 
' . 

If everyu~e rreceiving this newslett~r 
('ovr;r 7 this .mont11) will send us 
their 8e~ty Crucker 9uupons and 8onus 
coupons , we will be weil on the way 
to our c o~ y-mach i ne reimbursement 
(I:!. c. 'cuupons) and cash for needed 
supplies (l1unus caupo!'lsS. ~e have 

paints ~no need ·oniy a total of 
8q,ooo to pay off ~ut copy machine. 

MISSING THE ~OAT_:• 
How ~any ex-servi~emen and pr~sently 
active servicemen and women are on our 
mailing 1ist? Ne t many! How many 
served in vietnam and used to help the 
orphanQges? A lot! ~·lease· send us 

· na111es ot· local ·bases, . servicemen, ser-
vice organizations. I am sure they r 
would be delighLed to hear of a group 
t~at is trying to ' take up where t~ey 
teft off in helpihg the orphanages of 
Vietnam. 
REMINDER OF NA CON~ERENCE 
Th~ 4th worth American Conference on 
AdoptablB Lhildren - Adaption in 
Perspective - vision and Reality, will , _ 
be held March 1~ - 17 in· ~ashington, 
b. c •• lhose wishing more inrormatfun 
should wr1te tu: 4th l\iorth American . 
Conference on Adoptable· Children, 
4l03-8yrd LOurt, Kensington, Md. 
20795. . 

1::!UNNv SUI TS needed for the babies 
in the nurseries ~nd orphanages to ' ' 
,protect them from flies and mos-
quitoes. . · 
PLAY EQUIF'MENT and toys that 
be especially beneficial are needed. 
'These -toys shoui,d be geare_d to muscle 
eye coo,rdinatiun anCN,t,ill q.o 1&1onders 
for children~ . A sped.al fund is set 
aside for · this' project·. · If yo'u ·• .~_,., 
1&1ould like to contribute money to the 
project or could contact a school or , 
speci-1 toy company for donated items, 
please let us know by writing our 
FCVN headquarters. 

- ~ 
' \ ' "'-lfI V, .. 
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FOSTER ,ORPHAt'JAGE REMINDER · 
. . , ·. . . ..! ,-:} (i 

Friends .of Chil_dren ..,f \li,eti:i,amk has ·,. rt~ 
started l\l Foster· Orpnanag1Lt-<ian ,_ to '. -~ 
provide a consistent level of suppbr\ ~ 
for an entire orphanage. f-articipants 
join with . 49 others whq -ach pledge ; . 
$10. e month to sponsor ari ,-ndiv'idual: 
orphanage or refugee t:iSnter,\ 
are sent photus .end lE> t::ters on a reg~rar 
oa,,sis. - Ail .muney Jor' thls program ' goes ' 
directly . t _o ,vie~ ~_am. _:~ .... ;.:" . Lt-

,. • 8 0 0 K S "' . t': . . j ' 
• 

"The .viet Nam War: Why.?" by 1•1 . Siver.am 
175 pp. L. t. Cat. Card No., 
$3.85. . ! 
Customs and Cu~ture of viet Nam by Ann 
t.;addell 206 pp. L. C. Ca 1.. Ca.cd l'Ju. ; ·: 
67-16721, $4.35'-. . l 
Viet Nam: bur Beloved Land by Nhuye~ · 
------- . I Cao Dam & Tran ~ao LiAh 128 
graphs that reflect VN tnraugh the ey~s 
of Vietnamese remEltlbering their coun*y 
before the war b.egan. L. C. Cat. ·Caro 

....., . . . '." No. 687'21~6 $3.50. - t 
Cookoook, l"1ee~s West - .i.~clud1::s . :·.' 
many Vietnamese . recipes~ 12.50 from 1 : ~ 

My Friends Hciuse, P.~ Box 205, tlos~n, 
Mass. 02199 . · ,-;::~··- . 
ArticJ.e, '.'Children 1n "- oy Cf:lt~ri 
Fomeroy Collins, McCall's, January. 1974 
Short story, "Each Day with Michael," ~y 
Berta Ledecky •· . Concerr,~ ecceptaoce tiy ... 
an adopted V,ietnamese boy ·or his ne~ : .. ,· 
mother and baby sister. Reclbook 1 F'eb~l9' _.~ , 

··..... -·•·" 



CHAPTER· news 1 
.· 

FCVN:. St. Louis, Missduri: vietnamese 
Orph~n Week will be held ~ebruary 24 -

I March 2, 19'/4. The Governor's pro-
c lama ti on and enthusiastic ar~a-wide 
support ensure succes~. St • . Louis 
will prov id~ 1m orm?Jtion on how ,_ to 
run you~ own Lrphans' Week. Avail-
1 ' abie alsu wiil be bumper stick~rs. 

, Hospital bracelets - This idea 
is .to secure plastic hospital 

lets and insert ttie name, age .. 
~nd lo~~tion orphan in Vi e t 
Nam. Th,is ch apter is hoping· to 
have brAcelets t o sell . at each 
during Vietna 11, ese Orphan Week. -

uver 3,560 lbs. of supplies was 
recently shipped to the orphanages. 
St. Louis also sends over ~lOUO to 
~he nurseries and orphaneges 
practically every mont~. 

FCVN_ - ranhandl e, Texas..: Th1.s chapter 
'nae se1 ,t over $2,500 to Julie Lhinberg 

for the children at Allambie 1vursery. 
Juiie is ·receiving great su pport from 
her hometown, l'1cF hereon, Kansas . ~hrough 
this chapter. · 

• 
A clothes dryer will soon ue purchased 
for Allambie from donations received 
from a young women's ctass or the 
first Baptist Church in Dumas. 

FCVN - Wiscqnsin~ This chapter sent 
2+50 lba. -of food, medicine and clothes . 
to orphanages in 1973. They also 
raised a11ound $1,200. As children"-· , 
arrive from Vietnam, they plan to become 
.an adoptive parent group. , 

Open Door Society. of Milwaukee/, Vietn!l-m 
'Comn11u:ee: . In 1973,. l!i to t al of' 996 J.bs 
of aupplies , was sen~ to Vietnamese 
orphanages through FCVN. -Postage was 

And a treadle sewing machine went 
to Sister Anicet. 
Friends of Child~en, • · Georgia: 
'lndeed ••• Mrs. Engelken an er 
f'r1 ends with much de dita t5. on an_d 
clear thinking. We marvel at the speed 
and effectiveness of their planning and 
al! the hard work i~volved. I only wish 
~hese generous ·workers could see the 
gratifying results of , their .seif-sacri~ 
fies •• •" excerpt from a ietter frbm 
E:l'inh Trieu Center, Saigon, expresses 

; 

! 

/ 

• ;J>'· 

the admiration of the l:::linn Trieu ·, r · 

staff for friends of Chi_ldren, Inc., · 
843 _Monmouth Drive, StQne Mountain, 
Ge urgia, 30083. This group is now 
t he l argest con~ributor to the . .... ·}" 

support of Hir)h T:rieu ;· Through .... , tJJ 
their Foster Chil.d Program ,($12. ·per 

. month f or ~u~port of a chiid at Binh 
Trieu; in return sponsors r~~ei~e a ' 
picture and reports . on their child) anc(· 
gen~ral fund raising, Friends of C~ildren 
has been sending at least monthly 
to this orphanage. They want to do more. 
Supplies have been flowing rrom 
Stome Mountain ta Saigon. l:::linh Trieu . 
r~ceived 44 boxes in ~ovember and 36 
in December. 
Lye Engelken summed up the spirit that . 
111oves this remarkable group when she "• 
heard that their organization is now · · · 
Binn Trieu's larges~ .»it ~s 
an awsome responsibility, uut one. th~t 
we_ will .proudly carry." · ' 
FCVN - Englewood, Lalifornia· Off to a - -· . ,. good _s 'tar t • • in two muntlis of existen1=e 
we have collected Sui-,plies "total~ 
ing 318 lbs. haVe been shipped to vietnam. ____ · / 

FCVN-ure on: Hundreds of .were . 
en from this cha pter. Twu bake sales / 

~e Lted 0 18LI . Donated m~dicines · worth 
?5e9.50 heve gone. We have many en-
~husias~ic volunteers in rat~er widely~: 
scattered areas of Drego~. · 

FCVN - Mia~ . LaLe in l973, 
BS. was raised and sent to uiei.nam. -. ... .. .,._ 

Thousands of puunds of valuable goods 
have been shipped oy 1;1ea. Ma11y fund;. 
~aising events ··are goiny on with good 
publicity rece11tly. 

.•' . FCVN - Iowa City, Iowa· Such well-packed ·;. 
cartons come rom ·this chapter. W~en ; 
a need arises, they come througn. 
$1000 was recently received from Iowa 
City with $800 de-ign~ted for ~CV N1 s 
new Overseas Supply Director progxam. 

FCV111 - Nassau, New Vork: Vikki Galvin .:-
has avaliabie Ol e i.namese puppet PJti.terps_. 
These make guod bazaar items. Sen~ l6i ·: 
stamped, s~lf-addressed legal eize , 
_envelope to her, 850 Edward s~.-, Baldwin 
New York 11510. · 

(contin~ed on 



~hapter News, £Ont. 

FCVN - 1llinols: Tom and Cheri~ Llark . 
of this chapter 1eav8 this month to 
begin their. ne1a1 jubs at My riends ' House 
in Saigon. We. ~ish them well in this~ 
new ven i.U.re. · 11Unois ·cheptsr will mi.ss 
them, bu1. will_ k~ep on keeping on. · 

FCVN - ._Nebr . .. I.his new chapter sends 
a guad deal of material aid an~ tun~s to 
tan Binh Or~haaage. 
•r • I ( :··, 

·.:-.. ')~ ... \" -------
' 'i="'tt111.1 - Tucson, Ariz.:-' This qhapter. 

,. ,..;';:1?POrt13 ~odd Shepherd J.n Vi~h Long wit~ 
suppli 3s funds. Large donati9ns 
ror Phy My ; and the nurseri~s have been 

· :received from the Tucson area. ... 
FCVN Ches.!8-nake( ThJ.6 chapter recently 
acqarf13 .ii1, 0 Jo get FCVi\J' s Overseas -
Director. ~rogram on its way. Much 
suc~~ii ,tn getting · iow-cost shipping 
~hro~gh ~tfor~s of ~ongre1smen and Sen-
ators~,- They wi.1.l share all kn ...,wledge 

-uih.h other cihapters who want to ship 
on their own. . · 

f CVN - Mid-Hudson va~lq~ Lhap1.er: A 
large ).oa_d uf suppJ.ies was slJipped 
thru~gh Denver in January • . 

We .realize that _al though we wan1; to 
show a complet~ picture of your vital 
work, some chapters are not reprisented 
tiep;-e. · We wi 11 11 borrow" from chapter 
newsletter·s. If your chapter does not 
pLklli'sh a L Ci=!l . news.Letter~ please write 1 
a _lshort "report.• to include next time. · . 
SEID ,d yuLIT news.le L ters

1 
and/ or reports 

tq. Gilpin, Denver .eo21a. _ , . ' . , ', . ' . 

LEGISLATIVE 1\IEWS sent by Barbara. 
~nep·p., o.u.R.s., Minnesota 

Indochina Postwar Recanstructiun 
Sec. 24. The· Foreign Assitance Act of 
J.961 ls amendea by adding at tht: end -
thereof the new part: 

"Part V . '· 
Sec. 801. General Authority - The 
President is au~harized to furnish, 
an such te1'ffis and conditions as he may 
<letermine, assistance for relief and 
recon~truct~on of Sou1.h _Vietnam, 
Cambodia, .and Laos, includ~ng es-

·-pe'ciaLy h1:J111ani-tarien ·assistance , .. a · , ~, 

.. 

. refugees; civilian war casualties, aMd 
other persons disadvantaged by hos-
tilities or conditions related to thuse · 
hostii1 ties in. Soutti . Vietnam, ·Cambodia, 
and Laos~ , ··No assistance shall be 
furnished under this section to South 
Vietnam unless the Fresiden ~ receives 
assurances sa ~isfactory to him th.ir~ no 
as.sistance furnJ.shed under this part; 
and no currencies generated as . a ·,. · 
result ot · assis1.ance furnished unaer th.ls 
part, will be used for support ut 
police, or pri~un constructJ.On and . 
administration, within South Vietnam. 

·sec~ 802. Au1.horizat.1.~n Ther~ •re 
authorized to be a\Jpropria1:;ed to tne 
~r ssiden~ to carry uut i he purposes 
of this chapter. i~ addition to funds 
utherwise available tor such purposes, 
for the fiscal ~ear 1974 not to exceed 

which amount .1.s authorfzed 
to remain available until expended. 
Sec. 803. Assistance to South 
vletnamese Children - (a) 1t is the 
sense of the Congress that inadequate 
provision has b•en made (1) tor the 
establishment, improve 

_ ment Gf day ·care .centers, orphanages, 
hoste~s, schuol feeding programs, 
health and welfare programs, and ~rain-
ing releted to these prugrams which 
are des.Lgiied for the oenefit of Sd\Jth 
Vietnamese children, disadvantaged by --. 
hustili ties in Vie.tnam or conditions 
rel~ted to those hostiiities, .and· (2) for 
the adoption by United States citizens 
.of South Vietnamese chi'ldren who _~are ' 
orpnaned or 'abll!nduned, or ~hose .. , 
parents or . sole ·surviving parent, as 
the CBJ3e may be, has irrevocably re-
linqu~shed ali parental rights, 
particulariy children fathered by 
uni tad States ci ti,zens. , 1 

(b) The Presiden~ is, therefore, 
_uthorized tu provide assistance, ori- · 
1.erms and .conditions he considers ' 
appropriate, fur the pu_rposes described 
in clauses (1) anu (2) of subsection 
la) of this section. Of the funds 
appropriated pursuan~ to section 802 for 
fiscal year 1974, or its 
equivalent in •local currency, shali be 
availao~e unti~ expended solely ta carry 
out thi'S section. !\lot more "han 10 
per centum of th~ funds made availabie , 
to ~arry _oui this section may be · 
expended for tne purposes referred to· 
in clause (2) uf subsec:t;ion ta). · 
_Assistance . provi'ded \,lnde.r -this se7t~,ui~ 

. . 



-- ---

fhe Denver annua l Lh~ldren's Christmas ~·arty, Saturqay, Decemb Lr 1~, 197J saw a 
=eau'tiful array of whi ue, black a'r1d urown children welcome ·\,he .holiday season •. 
. r, ere was a Lhris tmas tree to de'cora te' and Santa, at' ccursE i We thank Jan Woods 
~nd her family for putting this deligntful happening togeLher. A special thank~, 
~ob•· to Father f:aul Jennings and .St. Vin1,.;ent de Paul Ldthu+fc Church fur allowing 
~s . ~he · use of th~ir gym. 

~riends of Children of vietnam 
500 Gilpin 
) enver, Colorado 80218 

·• • t 

. 
Non Profit 0~ 

Bulk Rate 
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L.egieladVE news (com .• ) .; . 
shall oe ':· urnished, 1;0 tt1e mzx.unum 2xtenc practicao ;. e, under the auspices of a~d · 
oy in .. ernational agencies ot ~riva te , vcluntary a <;; endF:s. · . , ..... · · J 
Sec. 80!,. 'Cent~r _for Flastic Enu Recnnstr'-!i::uve. ,jyrgery \,in ::.iaigon - of -t~e f ,unas -~ ·• 
nr,• .ropri'nte·d i-,Ursuan .. :to sec1;ion ,,, ::,02 ror the fisco:l 'fE~J;' . 19}4,.:no"t _les~ ,than .. · ?, "1\ 
:.;,7i2,uuL,, shali be avaUaole scilel'y' for furnist;1ins a,ssir.tc3n1..e .ta t-he ~eriter ,for "·, · ·' 
Plastic ·.,mo Reconstructive Surgery 1n Scl :, gun. 1 · · ' . . ' ?',: 
Sec. 805. ;,uthnri r.y - All . references 1to j:. ,.; rt I, u.ihE: t , •e r nerei:,,fL.re o r 11ereafter 

. ·enacted, ·, sha.1 l , bf:: ,_deemed tq _iJe, ref.erenc.es :alsc to this part "lJnless othe'rwise ,.: ~ - ; • 

specifically -r:ro\i1ded. · · 1 IJe authuri ties a:1ai 1atle ,edmin1st~.r ~art '.I ' Of 1his .. ~r "1: •. ·• 
Aci shall :i.le avcilab_le ta administer prc:grarr: r: eu7th~ri.zed .in i.his part.'/,· ·-; · · , :· t.;-:{ 

t . ·'- ·. '. ''_ . -"' _ ~-- · -1:· .... f _ r.;, 
. Taken from tne Foreign Ass'is tance 'j:i,ct~ r,2t; i 9,73, Con, ererice: ~(epart, .d~t-~d l\lov,en;tbe~i- ,. -.t:; 
2'/, 19:'3. Ap~rc,ved the HG use on ·DeceTTlj..l~r 4, appro~ed ,by ....... ~he !::ie'na te on i.December•. 

- 5, ant signsd by ... he r' r12s1.der,i.t rm' Decer,,b 8r ,17, r-uolic t'."aw 95-'lo!U< ."f ·. ·1 .J. 
• J ' ,:_ ... • t ·4',-,> "' ' ' ~.. { , ;~"'· 

CuUNTt-1E IN . -- .- ~ , -•. •:· .•. 
I want my donation to aid ~he ch Lldren in th~ fcrm of ' ! 

·.,,_ .: (,;:as~,; .'medicine, mil~., other .: 
_I ,eua , ,t my money to ue used to furthn: educa te people, in the United -~ta.~es · '.",.-:. 

:, .. , ·· i abuut Vietnamese children and the,ir neeqs. (SJ.ioe ,. show, riewsletter, ·o ";. ·.j, •.ft, 
( . ;:hatographs, office .ex,.ense.) / •- '·\ ... - r ',. . • ,/ 

· . Foster Crpntin.=ige r lan per , month committment). ~. seep. · 7. , · ,. - . . .\ ---I/We wouLd like to join in ' the su~port of · 
, I 

we will ·send .no. a mor;ith PY t,:;e 
1st choice (name of urphanage) ' 

20th of each month_ur a ye ar_.·_·--·~. 
l wa1.t my m. ne-y used wherever . the ne rad is -greatest. 

~Jame . \ 
____ .,..... ______ _ 

~hone 
Address ----------------------

•:... 

/ -
Our group needs a speaKer. 

For Sal.e 
·F~VN Note Cards - ·12 ror i l~?~(to covei 

-rCuN La1endars ~Pl.~·~o each 
Mak~ checks payable to Friends of Children 6f Vie~nam. 
f'-',ail tL,: FC\71\i 

600 Gi.i.µ,in , .. 
Denver, ·Colo. 80218 

• I 

lnclosed are names 9nd addresses of friends who are interested in helping 
the chil.oren. ' · '\ ,_ 

ALL DONATIOJ\IS ARE TAX DEOUt.;TIBLE. ,I 

I . ' 
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Friends, 

FRIENDS OF CHILDREN OF VIET NAM 

181 Truonq Minh Ky . 
~aiqon, Vie t-Uam 

03 MAY 1914 

So much has happened in the past two weeks. In that short period of time we have r:oved 
into the FCVN CENTER, released three shioments of surp lies, visited aIJ.d distributed 
supplies to various orphanages from the I:.elta to Qui !'Ihon. M?st exciting of all, we 
now have twenty-four chiidren in our custody and promises of nearly limitless numbers 
of children badly needing the love a.-.d security of a family. 

'J'HE FCVN CENTEP. The CEN'IER is housed in a large old French villa in one of the poorest 
parts of Saiqon. Some repairs are necessary, of course, but we are al 1 of the fee ling 
that the nlace has a great potential. There ar~ actuallv two b uildings on our liacre 
of land, with a total of ten bedroor-.s , a living room, dining r00!'1, seven hathroOTts 2nd 
a kitchen. The yard , a real rarity ·in Saigon, provid~s roari for the children to play 
as well as roan for a garden and ner+:aps a few trees. 1. shed in the bacJ~ will give 
lil!\i tless storage spare. ~ve ,3.re now cleanincr, l:'aintina etc. in nreoaration for the full 
capacity of sixty chilcren we hone to house . Recause of the hjqh crime rate, we mil.st 
top our twelve foot fince with barbed wire as well as see that .t.J,e housl:! is never !'::ft 
unguarded. ~11 in all, it seems to be an id~al nlace for storage , staff, offices a:-,d 
c.hildren. 

0ur adoption staff, ~ 1erie and Thuv, wen t down to the delta last weekend , to investigate 
the possibility and numbers of c.hiJ ciren needing to be adooted by FCVN families. Tr_ey 
returned anp alled by the con di tons ti.ey found. Cherie, founder of the Illinois Ola:'.' ter of 
FCVN, arrived in V~et ~·lam two weeJ:s ago. She told me 0 F'or over b -: o years I've beer: 
givinq the hard to helieve statistics cf 80t mortality rate. But nothing can describe trie 
feelings which overcane us as we personally witne s ses the unnerciful deaths of sc:r.. nany 
innocent children." In one orphanace , every child ha<'! obvious signs of nutritional 
deficiency . The Sister in d1arqe said they just do not have enough n ilk to go around, 
so what they do have is he avily ,.'atercc: OO\<'TI. 

1,1 hen the Sis terr; heard that "'CV'~ had fa'IU. lies ,,,aiting to adopt ornhaned. children, they 
acted as if v'e were offering life itself. In many ways, we were. 

The expedi tioo returned \<li th ele v<c'!n tiny babies, nine nnder one 
month old. Fverv one of the nine ,..2i,..hed under 4.5 1,ounr...s. 5-;JeaJ.: ing 
as a nurse, there was no doupt in ~erie's mind that, left in the 
poverty and cUsease stricken places from whic.ri tl:ey CarilC, r,,ost, if 
not all, would die . Tiiere are literally thousan c] s morP like these 
to w!1orn we will q i ve 2 ch ance )': at life. 

OF CHILORE~J 
OF VIET r-JArv1 
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FRIENDS OF CHILDREN OF VIET NAM 

181 Truonq Minh Ky 
Saiqon, Viet-Nam 

one of these· children is a six year old boy here who everyone has fallen in love with. 
The only En g lish word he knows is Mammy, and he says it with a smile from ear to ear 
as he runs into tl-ic ;)rms of· anvone of us caning throuqh the qs te. · cn ly rarely does he 
l e t through a qliMc1s e of his nast life. His mother apparentlv was kil led by VC when he 
wns four years old, ll arelv old enough to beg for hims l ef. Be lived in t he streets for 
a year and a half. By that time a nun fround hirn in the market, he, at . the age ~of five, 
had experienced more h ardshins than most of us know in a lifetime. Now he is with us, 
peop le who care . ~o r the first time in his life he knows what it is like to be a loving 
and loved membe r of a family. 

But he is far cMav at times. Often when the othe:r. chil <'l r e n are :nlayinq b all, he will 
be alone in a corner of the y ard, slowly Did-:inq the petc1.ls frcrn a flower. 

I was awakene~ bv qunshots a fe•.-1 niqhts · aqo. In itself it is nothing unusual. Then 
± he ard my friend's unmistake able cry. Re helr. Me tiohtlv ••rhen I came to his ~iae and 

t hrouah an interpreter I learned ••·hat had hapnene<1 . Jie hc1n thnnqht he saw hi~ 
rrother. He rec1ched out as sl-ie came ·to him , ,•.·a11tinq to he taken into he r ar.ns. He _ was 
amos t there t.;hen the sauna. of t he guns came throuqh the win~o1•1. ;r. t the same instant 'r.is 
mothe r disapoeared and he beqan to crv. 

Some could i=it back Md sav "Who cares, it ,.,·2s just a dream." T•1el 1, he c ares, and a 
generous farn.ily in the Unit ed States cares. If all nOP.s well he •••i 11 be in h{s new hone 
ry Christmas, far froni, the traaer:ies of his life li.ere. 

There are 21,00 0 orohans in nrnhanaqes in V:iet NaTTI . Five ~ercent hav e ~r,eri.cr111 fat.lie 
The~• all need a fri end. 

l young man came in the other day after seeing our s:i.an on the aate. 1-:e told us he was 
a fourth ye ar medical student and \'' anted to Volunteer his time to help care for the 
children. He even c l ans to brinq a qui tar on Sundays and sinq for them. How nice I thous 
t r.i s wor;Ld would sure be better off if we had more neoole like him. Then we heard his 
story. His mothrr was killed by the VC when he •,;as very young. His father, a 
soldier, was unahle to care for him. When he became sick his fat.he r abandoned him at an 
ornh anag e in DaNan(J. There, saneone cared enoug:1 to enable him to cling to life • . ~-s 
he grew older he attended sh.hool and now, becau!"e of hardwor}: and the qenerousi ty shown 
to him throughout his life, he is able to becane a doctor. .nnd why? So he ca'1 qive, give 
othe rs a chance at life he was so fortunate to r € ceive. It is wi th a warm hear t that I 
remember this man eac~ time I ,-r al<" e a four a.m. t o the s ound of a crying babe . 
F'acn life is sc frmortant. I quess that is whv Pe have becorn~ rl 
so involved with ead: cl-i ild that comes into the CENTEP , and each who t 
is c'l.estined to grc,., un in an aorphanaqe. I often ask myself whi. ch one 
will be the youna rloctor returning to help t hose less fortunate. . . . 

7'. s vou sit ha&. in a comfortable chair, st~acJ-, full · of a aice fEroJnfc~~rm@ 
dinner, watchi.pg t.'"le fla'T\es dancinq in vour fireolacf?, a:k ,-ourself what[f lIULJlsLi\Jl0© 
,,ou have cone . Hou TJ1anv future doctor s have ·1ou g1 ven a chan ce 
at life to? He,." r,ucei h ette r wi.11 the world b0 bPcause vcu '"'CrE' hc:re? Qf CHILDREN 

OF VIET NAM 
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A Trin to the Delta - cc. 

FRIENDS OF CHILDREN OF VIET NAM 

181 Truonq Minh Ky 
Saiqon, Viet-Nam 

As we left Saigon the air became clearer, the exhaust fumes of thousa!lds of hondas 
and. the hustle of a million refugees was far behind us. Viet Nan is a lush green 
country and the people we passec3 working aloog tJ1e roacl.sidc were hrown frcrn the 
sunshine. 

People drive in Saiqc,n as if ther is no tauorra..,. !:ondas often :-uzs d~v-n the streets 
on the wrong side and each driver fights for the right of way. T~e countryside is no 
except<hon - except one is goinC")' at a greater sneedf!. I couJd divide our trip :i.nto a 
documentary on what we clid and didn't hit. Under the ~irst vou would find such i terns 
as a honda, pedicab, etc, - under t.11e latter a piq, man, ch:i ld, tank, etc. 

our drivers name wnr: Thanh - he is a C'artil.in in the Jl "P'-r.,J anc we rented him and his 
de creped ola van for tw0 dav~. 'T'huv ,· our Viet:namesf: social worJ.:er, muself, and T...inh, 
one of our child care ·,••cr}:ers, mac,e un the fours¢one. 

We left early as a tr5n to the Delta ha.s jts r,,1!"1 built ~n hazards. nne mast nass 
through VC held terri torv and through areas where the Viet Nam ,..,-ar is a reali tv. r:e 
were always very o'--1are of the war and the sounds of guns fj :rin<'7 was never far a-,.,..·ay. 
F.verywhere ther .,;ere soldiers and -each brig_ge is carefully guarc~d. t·'e passed a school 
which was bombed only a fe,...- weeks ago ancl 23 cr.J.ldren were killed. 

To reach our destination it is necess&ry to cros s two bodies of .. .-ater cv ferry. We 
stopped at the ferry and immediately we were surrounded hv masses of people all 
selling fruits and juices. They stared couriously at me. We stopped for lunch at a 
roaaside stand and I was served firts. Possitle b-=cause I am merican rny plate was 
heaped twice as full as the Vietnamese that accomoaniec:1 me. 

Our first stop was at Diem Phuc orphanaqe in Vinh Long. Diem Phuc is one of FCVN' s 
Fost Orphanages a11c has just relocated in Vinh Long. The building itself is large 
hut inadequate to house children though irnnrovements are obvbous ly heinq made. In the 
dark toddler roan t..f-ie chilc.ren lie listlessly in their cribs or on the bare cement floor. 
The poverty of thi s oDhanc.Ge was obvious. 

We then visited ft. Pauls' orph. in Vinh Long. and acoaainted tne rt. 
Sisters with FCVN and its fi.-ogram. The chlJdren at St. Pauls sr,c,,-1 some ., ' .~• 
o~vious siqns of im?roper diet however \·~e .._,ere imnressed by the ~ 
cleanliness of the facility and t he dedication of the S:isters. 
Jill of the in fan ts were a pasty white color and apneared to be 

iron. Th8r heads were frfo)nl[~lfll@ 
characthersticallv covered with boils. The sister exnlained that thev lf Uliulsu\JlW~ 
did not have enough milk and therefore waterec down what they die have. 
We left with a :,;romise for future help a11d ag reed to sto:si back in on 
our way hane and pick up four infants all verv ill. nne little cirl 
1-:ho was four months old ,.,,a~; cri ticallv malnaursihed. 

anemic and deficient of vitamins and 

OF CHILDREN 
OF VIET NAM 
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FRIENDS OF CHILDREN OF VIET NAM 

181 Truonq Minh Ky 
Saigon, Viet-tJam 

We then stopped at Good Shepard to renew old friendships. 'This beautiful center ran 
by Irbh Catholic Nuns was a joy· to visit. '.rhe ground.,; are lovC'ly and flowers are 
evarywhere. The nurser, where the children are kept is snotless, fresh and clean. 
r:,0od Shepard also serves as a training facility for wayward girls and is ran by' the 
sane order of mms as those at Binh Trieu. · 

We were J::>ack on the road and on our way to Can Tho. It was necessary to cross over 
on another ferry ancl it was growing latet. Ne were welcaned by Sist.er 1-;ugenja at 
Providence orphanage and ¢ we were deliqhted to fine'! that the directorices of all the 
providenc orphanages were havinq a conference in can tho, so we were able to meet man 
of the sisters · that have received support f.ran FCVN. 

·, 

We left can tho early in the morning with four tiny b ahies. Two ill end CB'le a beauliflt 
little baby with a hare lip cleft palate. We headed for sanec Providence oroh anage and 
picked UP, two littel boys pranir-;ed to faimilie!'I in Wisconsin. Then back to Vinh Lonq 

where we picked up six more children - one a lovelv ',hlack one yaar old who · 
had a severe ear infection and ,,,as hurninq ~-,ith fever. 

We made it han~ safely with oor precious car.go and have spent the Pa$t weel': struggling '• 
to k.eep them and oor other babies alive. The malnourished f:our month old died last 
night. It was di.fficult for all of us to accept. vTe had thought she was progr-essing 
and was beginning to ·have hope for her future. Two of our tiniest babies £ran can tho 
are in the hospital in incubators . We visity tern each day - hopinq - praying - that the 

, wil shCM sane signs of improw'!ment. We are alwavs told that they are "holding" not 
better, riot worse. 

Pith g(?Od formula, vitamins, an d loving care, the rest of e1e children are sho~ing 
noticaabl:e improvemnet. Our staff care for them with ove and we live for the day when 
they will h•ve their own families. 
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· Hoa and L1nh remember the American Gia. To ' tl;la11,\ · · ,.. '· 

&l"!d to hundrada., of' orphaned children throughout· Viet-
·nam, the Gis were the good guys. Hoa and Linh remBIR- .. 

, ber when the Gia ca~• to their orphanage to rebu1l.d , the 
part that the monsoons washed away. They reme~er , a .. 
Christmas et the orphanage -- a fading joyful 1ma9',- in >.,. 
their minds -• when the GI s brought toys and food .; . , .·. · 
•nd .everyone wal! happy • . They remember when tt:ie. '3I•t _" ,~,'. 
came to paint the orphanage and whan they built :.e .-;,:.· .:: -~,1, ;; 

awing for the children -- Hoa had ,the first ride.";;-; :,., · ., ", 
Tlia Gls gave a lot to the orphans of Vietnam. t i:{ey,' ·; .. , . 

gave 'clothing, food, toys and money to the .or_phanei~aa.·. ,' , ::.'-
They gave time, attention and love to the orphans.:•; ... -:-: 
Mill tary doctors and nurses gave medical aasietan~• :an~ :,: . 
auppliaa and tr~ed to . help the Siatera 1111 th tt"iqU•/ o\iJ:lr.;" , \_

1 pawar1ng . at' caring for so many sick and ·:dylnff ;:;:, . ,;:<· ., .t • 
children. 1 · ,. , •. .·., . . ,, · , • - · ,.;. •·· , , 

Now that the Gla are gona,, who will take ~~(1'. '4~~•? :>,:.: ,' ·, · .. . , ·: 
111111 the . orphanage · . ,', ,,,; .:,, • • · · 
buildings be la,t 
'to crl.8ble, -.tha 
children to hunger, 
r ar and die?· 
Slater a.r1e Angela 
:Of Sacred l:laart 

· a, Da Na . ••~d, in a er, 
• .Now with the da-

· parture of .our good 
friend benefactors 
Gla ,we great 

· .. deal, we .m1aa tar- : 
I s ware th~· ,.. . ribly .their good 
3 orphena . ot V_ letnam. ,_· · preaenca.• :. · ', 

It la the hope o1' · 
·, ;, . of Children 

::? t nam ta till -the terrible void created by 
aperture of 'the American Gia. Through the 

donated by concerned Americana, .th,a 
by volunteers 1n1 coll~cting, packing and 

t ng aupP,11ea, the aup_port given the · 
r Orphanage Plan, e.tc., f"CVN hopes to re-

and Sllceed the efforts of -the ~I• to br..ing 
a 11d the : orphans of Vietnam. , ., 
h and Hoa . can• t live -on 11a11oriaa. Will ,yen, 
+hem? ; · · . · · • · '. '.. ' 
·• ·: ,- ¥. '< }- , .l i 1 • ·• I ' ' ,, 

;,,- :,; , .... 
Hoa · and Linh . 
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The Friends of Children' of Vi11t . Nam Foster rOrphane;e Program was instituted, in January --of this · year wi tt1 the goal of providing a minimum .monthly . income of ,r 

five hundred per month to participating orphanaqes and canters. It la the _ 
hope of F" .C~V.Np that th1s incom~ 111111 allow :the orphanages to purchase _., rood :or - , "''< 
medicine, to emplay Nationals to halp ca.re for the children, to hire teachwrs·; -·~, 
to purchase poultry or livestock to· be raised by th~ . orphanage, to allow' for ·day ' ' 
care, or to allow for or accomplish anything thAt the staff of the orphanage deems 
beneficial to · the children they serve. ' -· 

The Foster Orphanage Program is a sponsorship program whereby a sponsor ' 1 

commits a ten dollar ($10), per month, donation to the orphanage of his choice from 
the list .of carticipating nrphanages. It is our ooal tri obtain fiftv ~ponRnrs · 
per orphanage·. · Jhe -staff of the orphanagP wri tea one 1-etterl about everv six weeks 
to the sponsors ~elling t~em of the activities of their orphanage~ In recoqnition 
ot th,e fact that fifty sponsor letters would be s areat burden to the prohanage 
staff's in terms of time, F .c.v~·N. provides each 'orohan1=1ge with a co-ordinator 
in qne of the F.C.V.N. chapters. The co-ordinator duplicates and mails a -copy 
of the' staff's letter to each of that orphanage's spotlsors: she also collects· 
the monthly _donations, makes monthly reports, a~d forwar,ds the totAl to Viet Nam. 

IR ·March ·of 1974, we have a total of one hundred a~d eiahty-three sponsors -
and the total of our March donations f'or the program was a f 'antastic, Three Thou·sand, 
One Hundred and Fifteen ·oollarsll We are ·copying two letters from theprphanages · · 
on these two pages for you to share. Ide are hoping that many of you concerned i 

~people ·will - join our program. , · 
,; " ~. 'r I •:.: / 

, ' •• '.:t ~. t. -~ ·~ ,.,, ' .1, ;r _ ... , • ( \ ,_ .. i • 

Dear Sponsors: \'. . ·.· '. . . / 
. We just -received our first check "of always, we do,;i•t know how to cara for 
-$158 from FOSTER ()__RPHA'.NAGE PL.AN yesterday. ·the child:ren_ when summer comes': Mey 

To you then, , dear kind Fria.nd Bena- --~ . the Good Lord p~vide all our needs. .. , 
f'actora, our deep gratitude and heartfa 1 t " · Now, . dear sponsors, I .,, have a: , '-· . 

, tliariks' 'f'ot, y.dur ··kincm,ess;·and generosity. _very good news to c0111111unicate · to yoa: ' , 
How we __ apprpciete your, assiatancel Wi~h · We are . specially del~ghted to see ; -· ! 

1 .. , the high ·cost. of l:iving here, your _generous since a few months ·our many babies ' .. 
donatiory ·~ ·.11~~ -~ill -help .'~• to ·bu·y more progress· extraordinary,_ they grow up -
food ·f'ar ·the children. · ·" so fast, can sit up t:Jy themse.lves and ' 

May God bless you, your dear· o'nes ·for -are trying to babble, such thing ··very . 
such aft:orta done· for.· the kida. We kaap · seldom happens since I haye, been here; 
praying an that the FOP Organization may we really are very much -encouraged rif . · 

/ get bigger and more .f'rul tful in favor <tf -.. - this improvement. ' Ide can· see how tt,a < 'r 
our poor needy oRea. • . · · · '-Good 'lord takes care of His 11 ttle 

.- Eve:-ything is all'lght 1111th us her~ • . :;*~' '. ones. Thanks be · to Him and to you · 
111~k it was ve~ cold here, happtly1 ·2, ,-:_ t _oo for your co-ciperation with us in 

we . had enoug_h warm clothes ,or the •kids; .· '.. Lord's wo.!"k• Tharika once again for 
tt:t~ ;we•,~her :1a get~i.ng ;t'.111:::er now and very :·. everything-. May_ God give you more . 
aoqr:()J:t:e, · t,eat wil~ .!=~~ back, it -~Ul __ b, ': ·joy, happ~ness i~ helping Hi_s little · .. 
a . biiJ problem- for ,,.ta. ,'. Most of the time - pnes. · . . · 
wa 'datJ•i have ' elar;tricity here., our next ' _. 'Loving and prayerful wishes from . 

. do.at~·· the ref.ugees · people·,. ·iara -giving- us all the children and sisters at ' . . 
auch·'tfpub~e tJv cLJt,in~ ,of( · Sac;red Heart.; • Sincerely: yours,' ·,. -'~ 
r _· .• : <" ,· ,~ '•:::: .• •:~:•. ;•: · ··::<:,.-. •, · .-' · Sister Marie Angela 

I e._.,:a •10••"'·• .;.,s'>•-,":~~,,,"',•J'4f. >_/. '-
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Mrs. and Mr., 
Firstly;, I am repressnted for the Board 

Jve rnor and the children of our ~iem Phuc 
anage (at V1nh Long) to offer you our 
3r e and grateful thanks. thus, r am ' very 
to .hear about you by introducing of - _ 

.. 

:children of _Sacred }leart Orphanage· 
(See letter from Sister Ma-rfe ~-

Angela o~ preceding page) 

Deer sponsors, may ·I present 
y~u our plan for developing our · 
establishment for · orphan and 4 

destitute ~hildren: ' 

PROSPECTIVE EXPENSES FOR THE BUILD-
ING OF THE Dlt:M PHUC ORFHANACE 

sticks for founaation $ 600 Wooden 
Gravel · 
Litt+e stone 
Cement (1.000 bags) , 
Iron bars (ell kinds) 
Workers 

TOTAL 

800 
700 

- · 4000 
• 3200 

3500 
s· 12,obo 

.... 

The total sum of approximate , cost ... 
is: u.s. $121,000.00 dollars. · .· . . . 

Dear Mrs. end Mr. , al though . ,, · . \. 7ds of Children of Viet Nam. Of course, / 
helping and thinking of our orphanage 
my all members happy, especially pleasure 

1ope of the abandoned children here. . . . 
This is the fi:rst letter, I -try to write 

~elling you something what we are doing 
here. ,l!Jls you knQW, we received a large 
r of abandoned new-born childreh. Nse~ 
t o say, ram certain _yf,u understood 

_., we are living in the fer country '.,1 

from you, but we are always . thin~- ·· ,,· 
ing of _you, the sponsors of our 
children. We know we are grateful 
to you. And once inore time', ,.1atill .< .• •: :-

l y about their miserable situations. 
really a difficult problem :for our ; 

r s. Because we are taking care of ,tha 
l chil'dren in the not good -condition .or 
ountry that the lllar is ravaging cruelly -...... ' 
e need ta feed them. Moreover, the war 
causes many victims. For ~his reason, t · 

suffering because I am barely able 
e~ enough nec~searies for nour-
g children daily. ~ I hcve always 
of: roods·, clothing and tnedi- . _, 
, especia).ly money for develop: 
ur orphanage~ which is today • 
t han 300.~hildren~ These urgent 
saries ~bove ~re my real and 
gnt enxi~ties. Therefore, .for 
i ving of children I wrote end 
3t F.c.v.N. and _ask you for ,. 

I could say to you that .our 
are depe~ded on your halpa, 

i eve ··that you .understand wall. 

'. 

/ 

_you accapt__our best ~hank·s. , .. , 1,,. 
Sincerely, - '•,.',1 
Sister Mary . · , , .. , f 

Sister Mary NgJyeri Thl. Tai. ~f . ' ·: ; .., , 
. Diam Phuc: Orphana,_ge' .ei't -Vinti Lohn : : .• \ . 

• · \t '::11 I fj 

stands 'With the children ·near the , \ . 
a1 ta . of the proposed· new,. ~uilding~:; _-,.~ 

\ 

.. ,. 
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FRYE CABBAGE 

l med. head cabbage (2 lbs.)sliced thin 
1 med. onion, sliced _ 

ib. pork. sliced 
1 clove garlic, mashed 
2 tablespoons ·lard -
z ··teaspoons MSG (seasoning) , ' 
2 t ·e1;1spoons dried ·-0nio,n flakes 

Melt lard .over light heat in frying 
skillet. - P~t garlic and onion flakes 
in skillet until they turn light brown. 

· Add sliced pork, fry 10 minutes end 
eeason to taste • . Add . l cup water, then 
MSG next- add -sliced cabbage and onion. 

' ' ... t 1 · Cove:t-; ,•··and cook for · 10 ·minu es-- anger _ 
if desired. 

. · · BEEF' RICE SOUP · 
• , J, .,, 'II' ,I . ~ ,- : , 

1 'cup .•rice 1~ ··.- • . 

14 b~p~ ~ater • • . _ 
l ' llJ~ •..- tr1Mmed 'b_eef, sliced thin 

: J 1_ ' • -- • -... ' f .... -.,, _: OR .J •. •, t .. 

· .. 'r~i: -: 1: lb'•• , ground beef: · · · 
4 ~ableapoona :f1ah sauce · 
4 green 0!'1ona-, chapped ·._ 
3 teaspoons MSG - • ' -

:· 2'' taasp'oone black. pepper . ·. 
•.· , I.,.,,." ' , ~I: . ",_.; r' •~,• .., : ,., lJ' • •~ .. . _ 

11Jitsh t-1.ce-,- 'flldd •·wat·er and cook far an 
•''-"houi- arid · a half ·an medium heat. RB"'dva 

lid when {t ' ia bo1llng • . Season with . 
,,,. aalt or fish aauca. Add be·ef, MSG, end _, 

cook for 10 minutes. Add onion, pepper. 
Cover, turn off heat, let set for a 
minute and serve. Please remember that 
the water will avaporate,so add to 
water as necessary ~o keep amount near 
14 ' 

l\ _••. • ,.. 'f': ~: ·(~ • . 1~ ... ~.,•, ~--~- 1 .. ~•t:; 
. GA NUOI\G CHAM-t ' . 

(Lemon-Flavored Chicken) 
2 brailer-fryare -- · .., · · · 

gratad peal of ,l __ l•on 
4 graan oni ans, chopped' 
l medi.,. onion, chopped , 

,_ · 1· table'apoon" fish . sauce~'._ ..... '' •:-~
7 

: •• 

7 I 

' , 

l ' t ablespoc,m soya sauce · 
.1 te~spoori sugar .. 
1' cup sherry · 
l tablespoon oil 

Bone chicken and .cut meat into 1..:1nch 
square pieces. Hi~ ell remaining ingre-
dients end pour over chicken in large 
mixing bowl. Cover and marinate at 
least 2 hours or overnight in refrig-
erator. String chicken pieces tightly 
on skewers. ~aka in prehsated 300 
degree oven for 25 minutes. · Turn and 
baste occasionally. Serve with stea~ed 
rice and fish sauce. Makes four 
servings. 

CHA GIO 
(Meat Rolla) ._ 

. ; 

- • t '. ~- •. 

Rice pa.per wrapping ·-. ..\ · r -- , , 
1 , 1b. ground pork butt · 
1 can crabaeat or 1 pkg • . frozen 

crabmeat . _ I ..: . 
l ,· 

,4 lb. bean sprouts (shredded carrots ,., 
. can be subs ti tutad) ' - , . .. _. · 't:, _ 

1 oz. bean three~, eoaked $ -cut -up , ..•.... , 
1- large onion, chopped .,._ .. •/• 
l bunch green on1ana,, d~ced .·. . . 
3 teaspoons fish sauce (av11il,able •t :, 
· . oriental markets) - · \ '· 1 - , . ;,,. 
Black pepper .· ,.·.· ·.) .. ,: .', .. 
l egg . t - ,.,. :: J•,}·;« 
011 ·for daep fryinv .. · , -- ·, .,, ~. 't'. :_ ·,,. 

. · .Put ground crabmeat, ct:-op,pad.-!J~•" 
, ·, sprout, bean thread, onions, fish 

dash of pepper and egg _J.nto large 
bowl. Mix thoroughly until almost .a.· -

, ,. paste co111siatancy. · · , · ·,·. 
Put a011e hot water and about 2 table-

spoons of vinegar in a large flat pan. 
Dampen the rice paper wrappings, one at 
a •time. Put the d8111penad rice paper on 
a plate and place about 2 to 3 tabla- _ ' 

, spoonfuls of ·the filling in. the 
in the shape af a roll. Roll the rice 
paper ar.ound_ ~he_ ing_radiente ·lika .an~;, 
egg roll. Oeap fry in hot oi_l until ' 
crisp. ~ekaa about __ ~O egg rolls. 
Since rice paper is vary fragile, so• 

/ pao_ple. ~s.e. _ W91"!ton _ak_ine ~• BlJ~~~i tu~~ 
However, this does not give the •~tra-
~rdinary crispness of the rice -paper ~ 
(which is available locally) • 
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'• . 
Driving down !roung Minh Ky Road, ~• 

Jne comes to a c~mpoun~ surrounded by 
n eight foot ccincrets wall. The a1gn 

· n the gate raads ·11 Frlands -of Children 
; f Viet Nam, BAN HUU CUA TRE EM VIET-
-~M". As we enter the gate we see a 
arge expanse of grass, trees, and 

·1owers--a yard as this is a rare 
, i ght in the aigon area nd one of the 
·easons that s com und was chosen 
~o house the efforts of F.c.v.N. To 
.he l~f't, toward the rear of the com-
.1 ound, we see a two-s'tory building, the 
1ain house. Off to the right and 
·urther back we see a 'three-story , 
,uilaing; the residents of this house 
, r e mainly children, the children for ' 
Jhom the grass, trees and flowers are 
ntended. 

The compound 1e 'adult residents 
~re all busily engaged in the buainesa 
Jf Friends of Childran of Viet Na•. 
-hey receive, sort, store and deliver 
;uppliea .and money F .c.v.N. members 
;end from all-,o.ver the u.s. They aver- • 
, ee the Foster Orphanage Plan, contact- · 
. ng and assisting participating orphan~ 
!gee, deliverLng monthly payments, 
·ssuring that the sponsor letters an , 
,ent. They alsoaeak out new 
~or possible participation in the Plan, , 
1rite and submit reports on these orphan-
jgea f"or the Program ·Co-ordinator in the · 
J .S., loca~~- orphans available for , 
-, doption, and houaeand care f'or these 
)hildren as their adoptions proceed 
:hrough the Vietnamese courts end the 
3d6ption machinery in the U.S. Thay 
:i re . .a.tarting a training program t'_ar . '· · 
Jietnameaa women who wish to be 'trained 
38 child care workers for •e>rphanages. 

- - - -.- - - .. - .. -- - - - - -

. , 
They 'are also developing new progra~ 

and methods f'or ·r,c.v.N. to be used 'in expanding our abil~ ty to help, in· 
an effective manner, the children that 
our organization seeks t~ aid. , • · 

Inside the two-story building • · 
there is a wall, a bare wall, that .· 
has been set aside for a very s·peciel 
purpose. It will be a statement to 
all who enter and the children that . . . I 
l1 ve there,. that the people \alhose 
names appear on the wall ue concerned 
and interested in the welfare of the 
Children of ·Viet Nam. It will also 
serve as a1 daily reminder to our 
staff of volunteers, that we are 
morally and spiritually supportive 
of their endless efforts. on behalf 
of the children and F.c.v.N. 

We are aaKing you, our .r~adera, 
who care and are interested i~ the .: , 
welfare and plight of the children, 
to help us fill this wall~ and than 
start on another. ·,Jhe decor of 
F.O'.V.N. - Saigon will be "concern• 
or •positive graf'fi ti• ·. If you will 
join us, , please fJlJ _out the •\ate-
ment tlelow (which will be keP,t i'l , _·-, 
a book . for all ta read .,in • .the :cen:ter) 
and ·the aignatur~ tear-off , and send •. 
to friends of . Chil~ren of Viet Nam·, 
600 Gilpin, Denver, ·Colorado, . 80~~8, . 
along with one dollar .to .tJelp to.,-, ... -
defray maintenance costs of t.na .. · · 
center. 'The signature will •be affixed . 
to the wall. · We will publish periodic 
pr~gress pictures ~f .the .ti!lllll · in 

I 
.I 

newsletter. · .blon• t you tel:1 the-. chJ..ldra, j. ' 
that you .car,?,., •i,, ,,'. 1.,· .-:- ', ., '· ,.,. 
''\· : :~ \ • ;_? - ·•'f I '-,, ,.,;: "' ,'- ,. \.:. ,.., 

I a11 concerned and .interested ii:t . the plight ,md welfare of the children 

of Viat · Nara • . ' 

3IDNATtJRE 

I' 

' 
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Dear FCVN,, 
A million .thanks to you· and :au our 

FCVN frie11ds for so many 'generous efforts 
• to help our babies! Just to· let you S'ee 

them in ·pictures-.. only--that' s •about all 
we can do--unless you come and pay ~s a 
visit. Flease let all our FCVN friends 

· see babies ~sorry on paper only) now at 
least they can see 'who their little -· 
f'riends are! where all their love and 
care ,are ·centered on. ', . 

They• re behavi~g very .well. , ·with 
your help they've survived many a · •~ 
dangerous crisis I : -The response is very 
good. - Some of therA grow l!.ke weeds 
ov8l"night. 'March 4 our beautiful 
Bach Lan (7-8 mos. baby girl) left 
for Colorado., Boulder, -(Berardi} family-
hope she's n,ot hijacked for we love and 
miss her ·so.· Say· hello and hi ·to au· 
our good FCVN. , God ble'ss you all! · 

Eag.erly awaiting your repl•y t · 
Sister M. Ur~ula:.•, 

" ·.·: • :vinh Long ·,·.-r,:.-. • 

. 
Dear Friends, 

How -happy we are to get a letter 
from you. We feel ~fine to read it. 
It is lucky for my orphan~e gotten 
~s your Foster Orphanage Program • . 
I love all my orphans and want 'to t 
help them--'being happy, lovely. We 
are very worried about the financial 
orphanage, and now you give us your 
big hands, we can't describe how 
happy we are _to hear that. 

' Since the U.S. soldiers left, wa 
have to support chil_dren everything 
that we can't make by ourselves, such 
things as milk, clothes, shoes, rice, 
food, books, medicine ••• We now grow 
vegetables in my small garden, besides 
we bought a .fruit farm to c~ltivate 
in orde:t ·that we can get a 11 ttle 
income to nourish children. We 
bought one car and use it alway&, 
therefore it was ruined and had in 
garage for repair many times. - It 
isn't very good and wa need a new car. 

Supplies is less and less from 
government, but we get more and more 
chi.ldren and we try to do very -hard 

' to. bring t,hem an easy living, and we 
can •·t , do as we wish·. 

We want to thank you from the 
botto~ of _our hearts for ·gatting my 
orphanage as your Foster Orphanage 
Program. I do hope , and pray for you 
to be wealthy and take my orphanage 

'as your own one. . . 
, • ' . . . . . Sincerely, 

\ Sister Mary 
~ose da Li•a 

Daer Friends, , 
We would like ·to thank· you heartily 

. . ~or your kindness shown ta our Providence 
· •. Orphanage at Khanh-Hung {Soc Trang~ 

With this moriey- we can get 255. DOD 
.·.·piasters. It meahs we are able to go - . 

on our work for the new building. We 
have planned .to enlarg~ it, becaµsa. 
until now our big children haven't 
had any pl,ace ~o pl_ay and tr;, eijt • .They 
play and eat in the drying-ro011. During 
the dry , ~eason·, .tney .c~n .Pl.J!Y p1,1tsii;1~; 
but during the rainy season, .1 t' s a- pity • 



are obliged to etay inside 1n the 
1 room. It's ·not agreeable. 
How very wonderful it was to receive 
f ine gift so generous. Words can't 

r i be our. joy a~d gratitude toward ~ 
FCVN,. . Vou .w~re so n~ce . to us. . 

You ,111antad . .to know what we need for ., 
new building? . Actually, we need only 
money to buy materials. we ·hava 

ady bought some cement, pieces of 
, sand, nails etc., without paying~ 
an pay -little by little. When our 
building is fini_shed, 1a1e shall send 
picture of it and tell yqu what we, 
later for the new building. But 

can send anything you like and you 
k necessary for our orph ~ns. 

Many thanks also for your supplles 
ood and clothing we received from ) 
er, Colorado, and from you. Please 
ey our b~st ~egarda and ~ratitude to 
t he pBCJple who worked and will work 
for ~ur new building. Our prayers 

t hough~ go always wi'th nd your 
r ous efforts. ' 

ef 
ister 

Soc Tr 

Friends, ~------
My ~ame ia Bernadus NGUYEN VAN DE, 

t holic priest ·or My Tho Diocaaa, . 
h is a part of the Republic of South ' 

Nam. -I have bea·n an~ Aaninistrator . 
great center of the ageds end 
6,500 Vietnameae , that most of them 

f rom Cambo~ia because of the war an~ 
er. Fresantly, they are living 1n 
r tents;-situatad bn the airfield, 
11 months. They have not enough 

T ME I'N ' 

7 

• 

, •edicine, foods and clothing. Certainly, 
it ~s never, easy , to write an application 
for help of this sort and it 1s partic-
ularly difficult for me because I have 
never had to do one before. As you know, 
because of the war, ours were ruined · 1 .• -
~lmost everything. We have an elementary 
·school with 750 children. And unfortun-
ately, it has been closed because· wa 
have had ·no money for paying for the 
mistress each ' month. · . . ,. ..... 

Moreover, we have a Minh Due 
Orphanage with 125 chil_dran: 82 boys 
-and 43 girls. The're are 90 children 
that their parents no can feed them. 
And 35 children have no parents and 
relatives. For, in blood battles their, 
mothers and fathers were killed. - We 
have tried to . feed them, but right now 
we are desperate for funds to tide .~s ~. 
over the future months until our element- ; -
ary school opened. up again. · Truly i.;e · 
are in the hopeless si tuati.on. : 

But, it ls fortunate we are hearing 
, about yo':Jr Friends of Children af •. Viet · : 

Nam. We hope you could save us away - , .. 
from this not good status. So, may - · ·, 
ask you some necessaries for elementary • 

1 achool and especially orphanages,. ,such ea: 
'~ -Amount of money for each month 

/ or year . 
-Sponsors for 35 childre_n_ .. no . : .v 

parents ,. · · . •: : i •:•< ·. ,: 
-Medicine and cla.th1rig ;·.\ -~< :<·< .. ;· 
Will you forgive us for ~'\l~,ig :/~:;;,;~1!;'.: 

disturbed you.. We era e_lwe.y~ . \<<· :~ · 
to you, and will you ac~pt ·our y .,:.;,,. 

thanks. Because of the ·:urg ' ••:::..· :•>~ ,-;.>:·-i •., 
have to .count on you- ~ · , · ·t >:~:: ¥~:.; .. ,,, 
l t d ~ -::--: - ::_ · \ .... ~-, •. " .. .• .. ..... .. .c·~ e us own. · ~(.. _.., ""'" .. " .... ;.,,,_~ ... \. .. ~\,.._ 

,.Fr. ~ Bernadus·· ~: {•.;<~-.:·~•:-.:, ..:.--, . 
., . .. ( " .;. • ,. .. ,,,. 1 ~. Minn Due:-, .'.~.·"" ~.., ... ,' "·,t. -~•.~ .. \ ( ... ~:•:11~ -:i .. : .:,~ .. 

• ,t '\ • 

Enclosed ls •Y donation or S ----- to help tha children. · 

Foster Qrphanage Plan ( ~10.00/mo. tommi tment). See page 2. . , ,,. 
I would lika to join in the support of--..------...,,... ... orphanage. , 
I will •~n~ . Sl0/1110. by the 20th of ea.ch month_:__ or $120 a year~• 

1974 F ~C.V.~N._ membership fee ($!.OD/person). 
• I 

:: ss -----------------
' Make check payable to·Fr1enda of 

,. Children .of Viet, Nanl ,,, ., 
• 'l 

Mail to: F'.C.V.N. 
600 Gilpin 

. Denver, Colo. 80218 
ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTI13LE -

:.. 

I. 

' . 

., 
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~EMB£~~~I:n:
1

~ Df Vi~t ,Nam h~s begun -~ership ~~ve, with the Board 
' 

1
of D1r'actot 18 . decision to assess the membership -fee for this Vear at one dollar • 
. A member is defined in our by-laws as "A person who expresses an interest in 1;he 
purpose and objectives of the corporation provided that the Board of Directors may 

. requ1~e a8 condi 1:ion f ,or . 11a11bershi'p the , Pfll~ent of such an a11ount of annual dues 
" 98 the Board of t>iractors may frpm time to~ time fix and deternd.n~ to 'be necessary.• . 

The membership; fee was sat at a' le,~ figure ta encourage IIJB iiu:1ny interested . -
people aa possible to officially join I Friends· of Childre:n of Viet Nam in its efforts :~ 
:to aid orphaned and aban~oned chi'ldren in Viet Nam. We would '' like,.our ".inemberaHip 
ta • 1tnc01tpass paopl~ from all aver the Uni tad States, from all walks ,.-of 11 fa, and - r 

from .as 11eny generations ee possible. hie would like to point to .our membership 
rolls .as evidence that the American people have not forgotten the youngest and 
11ost tragic victims of the war. · . . 

We will attempt to do all in our power to keep y~u, our members, informed on 
any subjects concerning the children of Viet Nam. We will attempt to share with 
,YOU the w9rk of the people who care for the children day after day, their joys, 
tt:ieir ,hopea, and their sorrows end needs. · We will attempt to provide you with a8 
11:1uct! historical slid cti.l tural background as possible, especially valuable to ; , 
adoptive _parents of Vietnamese children._ Our work in Viet Na• will be conveyed 
-to you . by way of\ published .reports in the newsletters, written, ,by our Overseas 
staff. · · ' . · · · , , . 
, , , . Membership e~ti tles you to vote for the members of the Board of Directors 

. (this s_lao, at present, requires· attendance at the annual meeting) and receive 
-our newsletter. ~embership, 1110st important of all, allows you to add your name 
. ~o ~e .~t .o~hers, like yourself, who care about the children .and the work of · 

,_.. ~- .. :f:rien,da af Children of Viet Nam. Won't ·you ·become a member or ,F .c.v.tn 1 
• >. • ,> • 

, . , ' Friends of Childr~n of Viet Nam 
600 'Gilpin 
Denver, -Colorsdo 80218 . 
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March 16, 1976 

Dear Friends, 

How many times you - the adoptive parents of Vietnamese 
children and friends of the children of Viet Nam - have received 
letters from F.C.V.N. with that salutation! The reasons for the 
letters - varied - to tell you of the progress of our shared 
work in Viet Nam, to send you the information needed to begin 
the adoption of a Vietnamese child, the letters that one by one 
verified the completion of each step necessary toward the 
assignment of your child, the joyful letter sent via your agency 
that brought to you that first picture of a child - Y?ur child, 
the letters after the arrival of your child that carried practical 
~its of knowledge, the letters that have kept you informed of the 
past year's happening regardinG the lives of our precious "Babylift" 
children. Many of these letters were sent to you by Carol Westlake, 
who was F.C.V.N.'s Adoption Director. This letter is sent to you 
with the sorrowful news of Carol's death. 

This letter is sent to share with you our deep-felt loss 
of a woman whom to many of you was only a signature on letters and 
paperwork involving your child. This is my somewhat meager attempt 
to pay final tribute to a dear and much loved friend. I want to 
share with you the knowledge of how much more than the mere 
siEnature of an agency director Carol Westlake's signature represented. 

Carol and her husband, Al, began their efforts to aid 
children in Viet Nam more than five years ago . when they began the 
process to adopt "their sons Tommy and Thien. Carol gave slide 
shows to help bring the plight of the children to the public's 
attention; she packed box after box of food, medicine and clothing 
for shipment to Viet Nam; as an R.N. she assisted in the obtaining 
and purchasing of the medicines so vital to the children's lives; 

she herself had and assisted at 
fund raisers to raise the money 
so desperately needed by the people 
working with the children; she 
served on the Board of Directors 
of F.C.V.N.; she was an integral 
part and a motivatin~ force behind 
the re-establishment of F.C.V.N.'s 
adopt ion program in Viet i~am in 19 7 4 ; 
she travelled to Viet Nam on two 
different occasions to lend her 
assistance to the Overseas Staff 
and to escort children on thei-r long 
journey home; she worked hours 
without end during the crisis in 
Viet I~am and the ensuing "Babylift"; 
she spoke to many of you to bring 

Carol Westlake and daughter Thuy 
in Viet Nam in May of 1974. 
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you the glad tidings of the arrival of your son or daughter; in 
the months following the "Babylift" she spent hour after hour with 
a caseload that would have staggered and defeated most people. 
The volunteer hours that Carol gave and gave to the children in 
Viet Nam, to your children and mine, can never be measured - but 
they stand now as an awesome tribute to a woman whose deep love 
and concern for children uotivated her to heights of love and 
giving that few are able to reach. 

Coupled with her giving to others, Carol was a devoted and 
wonderful mother. She leaves seven children, all unique, loving, 
~iving, happy individuals who are themselves an immense tribute to 
Carol's great human worth and the love with which Carol and her 
husband, Al, shared and nutured their family. 

One of the drawbacks of being a licensed agency, as opposed 
to a parents' assistance group, is the loss of personal contact. 
The image that is often invoked with the words "agency" or 
"agency director" is one of impersonal bureaucracy: this was one 
of the frustrations of Carol's life. How many times she would say, 
"I only wish the parents knew that we're not a bureaucracy, that 
we're adoptive parents and have been through all the anxieties 
they're experiencing, that we feel for them and that we love those 
babies, too." 

I hope that in some small way now you do know that 
Carol Westlake was so much more than an impersonal signature upon 
a letter or a document. That you are now able to recognize the 
caring, devo~ion and personal sacrifice that each signature 
represented. That perhaps the love Carol put in with each hour 
she gave will motivate us all to give that little bit extra of 
ourselves that might make a difference in the life of a child in 
need. One act of kindness to touch a child done in the memory of 
Carol Westlake would be the most m·eaningful memorial to Carol 
that you could pay. 
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FNJENDS OF CHILDREN OF VIiT-NAM I 
BAN . .T'HIEU -NHI 

• • 

' tllAOQUARUU . 

600 . GILPIN ST. 
DEN VER, COLO. 80218 
TEL. ,Jul i 321 - 8~62 

5AIGON Al"ll'kc~S, . . . 
:14 . 26, qut -lH!-XUAN 
GIA •&!Nf4 - 5.V .N . 
TEL. 4:; _l6:.! 

The first ti. i:tc J r~1c t Uoup. l, rpy, l \vas impressc>d by the 
mere fact of 1-1hat h0 1,•c1s tr :·~'r,f,- to 'oo . '.'ithout a c1oubt, the 
ha11 clic2ppu tl arc nnc of the lcc1st populur and consequently, 
most nc cdfn f~ - c auFe.', in ~' ict ::D~t. · It is those h n ndicnp~ir.cl 
children to which 1-uu,c; (~ray lrn~ dedic.:.itecl his lite. 

1',n cx.:.. L riii ~- h '!ccacc\] Corpsman, he came to i'iet ·xam five 
years aeo a n d bc~ rn 1or~in~ with the mentally disturbed at 
Phu ,,ay l ' ospital. Todny his cherry red nose and the distinctive 
spar1, 1e in liis eyes c ives little inclicntion c,f tlHi ·borrors he 
has lived, 1-.,orkin r: ,vith t1vistod bodies ancl tost · minded we onl y 
experience in r:"Le;ht:1:nrr: ~ . • 

:~ ow Dou{; Gray i s on his o,vn, tacklinc tlH~ lo s t children of 
Viet .Nam , those stricken with polio , cerebral palsy, and other 
c-riprlinp; diseases . Tc1kinc chil d ren oft en found t.ied to bee~ 
posts inn dark back room of an orr:>hannf'P- , he h rinr;s them to 
his Saieon Center and be~ ins the lone slow proces s of thc~apy , · 
operations, more therapy. Dour; playt> a role ln e\·ery step 
along the way , from surgeons assi s tant to floor ~cru~Lcr. for 
his d cJicat ion be roe ci ':'Cs not a penny. ( TTe cut b ims elf off 
his $25 per month livin~ allowance bec~usc of risin~ costs) 
The satisfaction which i, ceps him r;oi nr; comes fro m wntchin{; 
the chi hlrcn bc r: in to t_i,stb once shtivclcc\Jcr,s ancl bc p: in to . 
walk for the first time i1 their lives. The latest bunch 
to come here w::is a n-roup of 27 I picked up fro m rur .::1 or-
phanagcs'1 he de1:cr :U_;cc; , 11 1 carriecl <' Very one of them throueh 
that .o:ate . :: o,~· 20 ;:,re \v~1 1d . n a , 11 

A doctor I spo~c wlth re cen tly was a lso im pres s ed, 
seen thnt m.-in Co l:hinr: s Hit"h lee s I 1 d llaye never tbou('ht 
possible. Considerin r•· the stress ::.rnd conditions Urnt mc1n 
w o r ks u n cl c r , I 1 .:J r; r an t hi :11 the t i t 1 c of mi r _a c 1 c ,~ o r k er . 11 

11 1 I \. e 

Thin(".s bnve ncv0r been ea s y for T:our , bL!t lah:· 1 _v l! o 
econo :1 lc situation hn i ucco rne so severe tlwt for the first 
time he I s l w<l t,~ !';Criously nfi k himself lf be 1 11 · be nulc to 
stay. lniticlll y func:ed b y the Viet ;_-.; am Orph.:inar,-e Project, 
he . currently is tryinG to m.:.ike .' encls meet with o tric :de of 
funds fro~ the American Ko rean FoJndation . Dut it j~st isn't 
worl<:int; out. ', .. 

11 I I vc hnd to cut down from 47 to JJ J.;:ic'. s in the · -,. 

l 

., ,I 

' 

past week and ll Lolf, nnd lay off two wo r 1:crs. 'lost _,, r,- 1 .: 
of the I iGs I sent ,Tw ny need mo re treatment s , but J jµ~. · ·J: 

·couldn't offorcl to l, c.ep them. ·~:y foo r' J_;uclvc t i~ tliree ··y ~ ·. ,:{'. 

.. , .. 

or four dollars p er day; thats for forty of us. ~;·l)@~:~w~ ::;~ 
. , ...... 

OF CHILDREN ~·: ;· 
. - <!. 

Or· VIET NAM ~.'. 
' 
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Li v inr' like tbit: i~ hurtin.o; myscJf and the kids. Tlnless so1 ne-
thin,'"': bn!lpens soon, 1 1 11 bnvc to se1'1cl them {111. ')v~k to the or- ·), 
r>hona .yc:.; . 11 

•: :;, 

I asl-.e d him wllot he wo :11d do if be h.;;id more civailable fuhds, 
11 1: irst I 1 d i mp rove the cJiet of these kids" he told me. 

You know hmv important t ·bat is durinr.:r, the post operative staF,es. 
Then I 1 d brinr: ua c :.- some of tbose k ids I had to civ_e up la st week. ••;, 
Fi:fty clollc:irs o month coulu do til <l t. 11 

11 }' i:fty dollr·.r ~ '', I thou.~11t tc myse lf, 11 for a life time 
of ,,.,al J,dnp; . -,~hat mu ~; t be the bar r ain nf the century. 11 11 \vhat 
then ? 11 I. q•tcrie ( , ~r, 11 - ', ; • 

11 11rcJl, be f ore I could t ·akc in morekids, I 1 u bcivc to fix 
up tile terrace" be c1rcn. med, refcrrin~ to a llu{"e roo'f top porch, 
alrcody coverc c' , w!Jicb Dou? hopes someday l-,ill become fl rec-
reational thcrr- .,y 2rc;: , . J!e built the only s,dnp- vncl set of 
f)<1r2 l]cl br.rs himself, as well. as some chilcJrc11s furniture. 
It s ccm cci o ·Hnste for olJ that space to · be curr0nt] y unused. 
But Doug pointed out the broken· tiles to me ancl 1,•bat a hnzar d 
t bey nrc · t c c h i 1 drE: n wro muE:t E:1, oot the msel v es· nJ onr,- the gro11nd. 

11 If th2, t coul d be fixed up we c _oul cl p.-i v e kids somethin,c; 
they'll ne v er l<now otherwise, th0. ability to ,\·ul.l : . 11 

· The v~luc of work by a man like Douc Gra y is clc or cn~u ~ h. 
Du t whr. t rn.1y not be . cl c.1r is the state oi :i copo rd y hl s work · 
is in toclny. ' . .' ittiou t hcl ~, he may not Le ~ie rc to morro 1~ • ./\ncl 
i _f be 1s no t here tornorro111, those cbildrc-n Hon 1 t wnll, for c1 life-
time . 
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O,phanagc new, 
A LETTER FROM DOUG GRAY••. 

It was a very pleasant surprise 
to receive your letter and cheque. 
I am replying·immediately to put 
you in the picture of what we are 
doing to heJp the handicapped 
children of Viet Nam . Our center 
that over the past two years was 
put together bit by bit from 
materials that we that we scrounged 
from construction workers, the 
G.I.s an d the Embas3y and at our 
~e ak we were looking after 47 
~hildren with polio , cerebral 
palsy , and six (6) other children 
who were crippled daily . We 
took ornhano from the followinc 
institutions: Go Vap, Sancta 
~lo.rie, Hoi Qu,c_Anli, Binh Tuy, 
Cantho Prqyidence Orphanage , 
l:1_9ntagnar;j far,_ village new Da 7 at , 
extremely poor fami1ies. Go Var-
is probably the largest orphanage 
in Viet Nam and houses 900 , · 
children ••• on Monday another J3 
year old boy will be going into 
the Saigon Hospital to have sur-
gery on a badly malforme d hand. 
Surgery wilJ be done, in part,by 
~r . Marka1ly an American Plastic 
Orthopedic Surgeon. Next week 
we shall be receiving another 12 
orphans with polio from the 
De]ta region of Viet Nam . I will 
close now but in a week or so I'll 
nen another letter with more 
informa tion and the names o f 
children ••••• Douglas H. Gray , R. N. 

* * 
TA..~ 1''.Ah • • "We think o f your kind -
ness very often . We write English 
very poor . We say nothing but we 
send you rnany thanks to you and to 
the cenerous benefactors for the 
wonderful donati on , which we have 
recent l y receive0 through the 
kindness o f the ~r . and Mrs. Clark 
in Saigon every month since 
January, 1974 . This is a great 
help for us in our mission . 

"At the present , we have 
141 ·chi1dren and s ti ll continue 
to receive the unfortunate child-
ren. As you know , the war had 
destroyed so much of Viet Nam and 
the resuJt is terrible. We don't 
know how Jong this will last . 
There are so many fa milies in 
which the parents lost their jobs 
since the Ar~y l eft Viet Nam . In 
addition, the prices of Jiving 
rise so high especial: mi lk , rice, 
soap, material , etc. ~any men 
died by war and the women obliged 
to abandon their child ren. Some 
of them are brought to the orphan -
age; others , sad t o say , are f ound 
in the way or in the marke t place . 
Most of our children came to us by 
this way. 

"Please be assured of our 
faithful remembrance of you and 
our benefactors in our daily humble 
prayers. God bless you and keep 
you in his care. Very sincerely 
yours, Sister Rosalie o.P. 11 



Dear Sponsors: 
As some of you know, my 

husband and I just returned from 
a trip to South Vietnam,vmere we 
visited many orphanages , ~made 
the long awaited trip to~~o 
see the children we have been 
caring f or. Words seem very in-
sufficient to desc ribe the feel -
ings that came ove r us as we 
drove into the or phanage yard . I 
felt as if it was a ll a dream, 
un ti l Sister Desi ree came runnin g 
out of a building waving her arms 
at us . I have never fe]t such 
emotion in my life . As I cot out 
of the car a~d we pu t our arm~ 
around each other, the tears that 
had been welJed up inside me for 
so lone came to my eyes; and as I 
looked at Sister Des iree, I saw 
that her eyes were fil Jed with 
them t oo . I could feel the love 
and emoti on goin g fr om one of us 
to the other . · They ipeak oi 
energy going fr om on e person ' s / 
bod y to an otfier and I swear to 
you that I could feel it. I ove 
is the most overpowering emotion 
of a l l, and if you let it take 
over your entire bein g without any 
reservations, the fee ling is over-
whelming. 

We spent that entire day at 
Sade c--stayed ove rni gh t an d Je ft 
the next morning . During that 
time, Sr. Desiree spoke c onstant ly 
of her dear sponsors back in the 
United States and how much she 
loved them and how greatful she 
was to them. She told me of the 
many things that she has been able 
to do with the money that you have 
sent. The Sisters and a l l the 
children pray for all of their 
sponsors every day and night and 
think of you often . It was apparent 
that this w&s not just talk, because 
as she introduced ~s to the children 
and the old folks ~ho live at Sadee, 
each in his or her turn thanked us 

for all th~ help that we had given 
and asked us to please thank you--
their sponsors--for them. 

Shortly after we got there, Sister 
Desiree t ook us on a t our of the o~phan -
age. What a thril l that was ••• t o meet 
a ll those beautiful children and to see 
with our own eyes a ll o f the gr ounds . 
One thing that I noticed was that in 
al1 the picture s that I have rec ei ved 
I hadn't seen a handicapped chi Jd ,nor 
did I notice any children with the 
typical skin infections that seem so 
ra mpan t in Viet na~ . ObviousJy the se 
thinis just do not show up on print as 
there were so many c hil~ren wi t h ~egs 
so thin that I wondered that they wouJrl 
hold thei r bodies up, eyes so !il]ed 
~ith the starvati0n f or love of a family 
an~ thin bo~ies lac~in c for so long the 
fo o~ necessa ry for t he st r onf gr owth of 
a hea:thy body . I saw one gir l in par-
ticular, about 10 yea r s old , who ~as 
c0mpletely ba 1d . She had not one hair 
on her head, and it haf n ot be en shaved . 
I wondered v:hat atrocity ha,-: happened t o 
this chilJ t hat caused thi s t o ha ppen t o 
her . I s aw one child who haa t o have 
been at least one year old because he 
had many te e th; his legs were no l ar 8er 
than a newborns an d both curved in t o-
ward each other. ~verythin g at Sad ee 
was kept sro tless ly ~lean and yet there 
were th e skin infections, on the sc alp, 
and on th e bodies . Why should any child 
haVe to live with t hese . thin gs ? I kept 
te lling myself t ha t we rea]ly rl i dn't 
cause all o f thi s ; but in the next moment 
I kno~ that even th ough we were not 
direc t l y res pons ib l e, we would be, if 
we didn't do sornethine ab 0ut it. Ign or-
ance of the s ituation is one thing, but 
when your eyes have seen and your ears 
have heard and you turn your back, you 
are committing as great a crime and sin 
as the one who started it in the first 
place . Each of us has much we can give 
and share with others. 

The grounds that the orphanage sits 
on are quite lovely , with the fruit 
trees and al] the green vegetation. 



(Continued from Page 1) 

11 1 felt the penetrating heat , 
as there are no fans . Fans are 
desperately needed for the dis -
pensary . The temperature is any-
where from 90° to 100°. The 
humidity is constantly between 
85 and S)O ." 

Gloria's v o ice seemed to 
crack a JittJe . She waited anrl 
then I saw th o Jis tant Jook in 
her eyes. "S om e of the child ren," 
she said , "in c ribs will be con-
fine ,, t o them f orever . Be ,! s are 

"My heart ached as I was able to 
touch each child but I could not hold 
them. I had everyth1ng I could do to 
keep my emotions from running away with 
me as I t ouched them. All the while, 
that silent plea was there in their eye s . 
J v owed that I woul d never forgJt them 
or what I s aw . And I prom ised mysel f 
that I woul d do everything in my po wer 
to rai s e money ~o ease their suffering . 

"Crippl ed chil r1 ren that were d esper-
ate] y j_n noe ,J o f bra c es an ,! coul ct not 
have the'n becau se there is no to 
buy the~1. A chi 7 ,1 wh o sits ;:in tl watcher: 
others run ab out , but cann o t join them . 
He or s he wil 7 be c on fine ,.l to that borl 
o r bench unles s 'noney can be T.B d A avaj7 -
abl_e t o he],. buy th nr-: e br:::ice:. . : 

"T :.AW in f'.ectr jn their r ,o'ns b c cau,·c 
ther e rir e n o r:crn0nf' rm t!ie win do ws . 
In se cts crawline on the poo r hel p]e~ s 
b o,1je,. o f ch:il ,!rcn v:ho c ou l r: nnt s}clp 
ou t at thcr~. 

"The \d tchon wn'~ n--1 mo re thc1.n a h oJ e V :in th e v:r1 11 • There Wcl:. nnc flu,h t o ilet 

,·.n ,: "1.:i ll t 1:J at the chilr:ren 7.-:.y -~o ub lc,' 
up jn t her, . '.Vhy? Because there are n 8 
o ther beds . Th e re :is n,;i money t o pur -
chase the ne c<' c r. cr:ibf' or be .JG . Ju,. t 
.-i,-; there :is not en our;h helr avri:i l cJble 
to atten d each an ti every chil d ' s 
j nni vi ,1ua1 ne erlr: . 

"As I walke c', by the chi J 1! ren, I :c clW 
the plens jn thc:ir e yes . Th e y reached 
out to you as if t o s ay : ' F'oe.J tfo ! 
Ho l ·l l'-!e ! !Iel p Me! I ove t-'e ! 1 1 ookinr.; 
int o their sad p7ea .J inc I f oucht 
to h ol ,1 bcJ.ck the tenrs that we] l eri in 
~y eyes . Tho s e he lples s little chil rl -
ren rt irln't a sk for thi s ! They are the 
innocent one s ! They arc t he sufferine 
ones ! AJ ways the sorrow of those 
children will be in my heart . 

for .:il J th n ,.o '>CcJr 7 e . r"' 

"T i::i.v: t he nunc. .-in l l':o r l,er:: :.::o l'ij 17 ;.. 
jnr: t o h el r· • Eow "1Uch C')Ul r1 tltcy en ·l ur e 
::if tf)r wor 1-·.in f': tv:e i ve t ,J f ou rt een h o urf' 
a !o.y? I fc : t that r:o•nc univernl f'pjrj t 
/il Ve t heir: ,'1 r e!·e rv \)j r o r ~: tre!1 ( t1:1 t :::i c;n 
on . A !: tr£ir.:• tl 1 1. ,) rl':H:h o ut b c y on : the 1. -
' t,l ve :..; t o r:j ve crufr)rt t n lh e::c he l r1lP~~-
c hi J '-~ ran . 

" At the (:nc! o f th ..: lny 1 1: n1•, ,, chil ,i 
cc1rc att 0n \n nt :.i ttjn _::; cxh;:iu, :t i?cl ; t :, o 
t j r cd t o r;o JL-J:11e . T k nP.w the fee 1 :in {'. , 
bec:,u~:e -~y b ,,Jy Rn l --, y ht 1 r1rt nchc :l . I 
!: ilent l y v o 1•.: crl c1r,nin t , :n y,.0 7 f , 'T l'.' :i l 1 
n e ve r . f or ~~e t y ou !' " 



We were lucky enough to taste 
so:ne of the fruit ourseJves ••• 
it mi~h t surprise you to know 
that oranges in Vietnam are 
c reen an'.i wou]d put "Sunkist" 
t,o slw:nc . None of. your money 
is bcinr waste'.i . It wa s evident 
thnt the Sisters work very hard 
to ~cc~ the or phanage c)ean and 
we~ 1 l:er t• They make rlo with 
whntcvcr they have anrl pu t it 
t:) r:,o<i u:.e . They raise their 
own chickens anJ vc~etab 1 e:. . · 
A 11 thc- ti:cc that v:e were there , 
they v. ::J r ke,i very hard t ·) , .how 
ur: cve:rythi nr they .iid . They 
t:rC',,tc; ;i:· ;:i, if \'.'e 1•1crc vi,it -
j:1,· r 1yr.·ty , an ·\ their r.cnuine 
.,c·: :: ·:>:t :i n . ,ee:in~-; uc: and serv-
~n- J, ma :c ~c kn)w that ln 
t ': e i r i.: y ,_, :· , .:, t 1 ea:. t , that i .-
0 xa ct 1 y ~hat \'.'O wor C' . 

-:'r. C' r,cxt -:- 'J rnin !: \'.'hen v;e 
~-~·:t , t:1e ch:i 1 : ren a 7 1 c1~:c to 
- ay -·1 ,: - by,, t l u r . "':r.c:cy v:c:rc 
.. ~-, r~:!"ry::n• .. ;1y-- t!0 1 i-~:· ;1n! ·)Ji. I 
-':, :~ C 1" \1: ,'l y t 'l :, C' l-. } ': ! • ;:', j · t C r 
· ';':j r :_-<; t Jl : u:· th[l t t'1:i, ~:cmcy 
t ~. : t :: 'i u :--: ! ·1 r~ f · 1 r · : c !1 t wen t tr, 
buy l'.•':·c: , , rt f ·, '. .; ri:: f , :r the 
er.~. ·' rcr. ;:;n' ric,u; they c ,-.uld rn 
t" 5,:::--_mat . -:'r.·.cy [lr•:: so h::i; ,Y • 
·:::":.,- t,n:-,1 son?i; f .. r u,· ::n the 
s •.·:e..e.te~t f i tt 'P Vttjcc{ J'v c 
v1,~r '1•::,rd ; ~in' .s,f. l' the \'.'i:i:c 
: Lnt l'.·~c:,~ \'· ·.' r , .. ~ -~nri ?:r- , they 
•: ''I'': f oioK.:: :l , . ,4t \l'. '. \'. l t ;1 "rf:a t 
·:. r;n ., r 1nd, J ov,, ;n thr:-ir ,'ye:: . 
,3c fore Llia/ 7 ,:f t, th e y :if J. s.i,oke 
t 'J •1S j n '/j '.: tn ,1::1e::c . · '.'-; i:· tc r 
I) e s j r e e t , ; ' u · t h r1 t t h c y :-, " i : , 
" ''.'~-an;,_ y i u f n r c •1:1.i n ;· t ·, ,. i.: c u;; , 
:,n fnr nl 1 th ,1t y-,u h.--,v,, : ·rnc 
J' ·; r• u:: ; but ~,,i: ·t if a~ 1 , thcink 
:J'·'· f' •, r hcin !' ;ur :-:(7'r.-::;:y and! 
daddy . '' 1 h •;; r: t h:1t th,:y unricr -
: . to r, l th a t th,: L,: ., r , ; i n '1 u r e y c,; 
w0rc t,,;;r,: rJf :,'JY ;Jt their 7'1Vl' 

:mi h• :.1rtbrcn\, .. ,t 'lu r rartinr; . 
J h,,:·,c that ynu wi ll Ct)ntjnuc t o 
hr:7 f• rr.u i:'J th ,1t J may never f:ii1 
thn:n . r,; nrin John!~On 

WJSC JNS JN fCVN 

• 

.. 

--rhoto _by Ross Meador--



Dear Friends, 
My husband and I spent over 

two weeks in Vietnam in September. 
I hope in this letter that I can 
convey my thoughts and feelings 
on our trip and tell you some-
thing about Vietnam and .FCVN's 
role in aiding its children. It 
was the most fantastic experience 
of our lives, and I want to share 
it withyou. I must admit that 
putting the things that we saw 
into words is a task that I fear 
is too great for me. How can I 
tell you of the hunger that I saw, 
the eyes looking up pleading for 
help, the crippled children with 
no braces, the rotting teeth, the 
dpen sores, the bloated stomachs, 
and the lonely eyes? Most of the 
time, it was unbearable to see an 
of these things and have little 
or no power to do anything about 
them. We came back more deter-
mined than ever to help in anyway 
that we can. As long as I live, 
I will not forget those children. 
I can only hope that you will help 
us to relieve some of the misery 
in their lives. 

We arrived in Saigon at 
11 a.m., Thursday morning, 
September 12. We got off the 
plane and were taken by bus to the 
airport building used for immigra-
tion. We thought that we would 
have trouble getting through as 
we didn't know what to do or where 
to go, but someone must have been 
watching over us as we got right 
through with no trouble at all ••• 
and there at the end of the line 
to greet us were several members 
of the FCVN Saigon staff. Need~ 
less to say, we were more than 
glad to see them. 

As soon as we arrived at the 
FCVN Center, Cheri Clark took us 
on a tour. She took us to see 
each section of the entire place 
and showed us all the babies. 
She seemed to ·have a little story 
to tell us about each one of them. 

/ 
With love and pride she told how 
this one and that one had come into 
the Center and how the entire staff 
had fought and struggled for this or 
that one's life. This was one of the 
things that we noticed immediately--
the love and caring for each child. 
This wasn't just another 8 to 5 job 
for the staff; they love'.each one of 
the children as individuals and that's 
what is making our Center such a huge 
success. 

We live in such a protected world 
that it is hard for us her.e in America 
to imagine such horrors as . we saw 
while we were in Vietnam • . Three 
children died of the measles while we 
were there (all three of which were 
in the hospital at the time they got 
the measles), a healthy baby one day 
could be a dead baby the next. I saw 
at least five mothers give up their 
babies (something I never want to see 
again), each mother had tears in her 
eyes. What is it like to give up a 
child? What would make a mother do 

.it? I can only believe that they do 
it in the HOPE that someone somewhere 
in the world will do something to help 
their child to a better life · than what 
they are able to give them. Perhaps 
it could be a nice family who would 
adopt their child or someone giving 
money so that their chiJd might eat 
or sending that child to school. So 
many people in Vietnam are suffering 
so greatJy from the war; they have 
NOTHING to give their children exce~l 
the hope for something bette~ even if 
it means they will never see them 
again. 

It wasn't just the children living 
in in~titutians that were suffering. 
Everywhere we looked there were child-
ren--hundreds of them--all over the 
place. It didn't matter what time of 
the day or night we went out, there 
they were. One evening, a friend of 
ours took us out for dinner. As we 
were coming out of the restaurant, a · / 
boy about eight years old came up to L,./"' 
us begging for money. He was filthy 
dirty and around his neck was the 



--------------------------~ ------

dirtiest sling I've ever seen, 
and in it, his infant brother. 

j It was 10:30 at night. l 
wonder where they slept that 
night and if the money we gave 
them was enough for a meal? 
That same night a young woman 
ran up to us as we were going 
for a taxi. She had her baby 
in her arms and she too wanted 
mo_ney . That child looked as 
near death as I have ever seen. 
On our way home, as we were 
going along the streets, we saw 
a huge pile of garbage ••• and 
there in the middle of it was a 
young girl looking and search-
ing through that rotten stuff 
for a morsel of food. On every 
curb, in every alley, on ·every 
street, and in every corner, 
there were the children. All 
dirty, hungry, sick, and lonely . 
All needing something; but who 
would give it to them7 

All in all our trip was 
very worthwhile ••• there was 
much sorrow over all the chiJd-
ren that we could never reach, 
but there was also a joy when 
we saw ALL that FCVN' is doing--
for we are performing ~iracles 
in Vietnam. Even if only one 
chiJd reaches horne,it has aJl -
been worth it ••• but we are 
doing so much more than that. 
That is the pay all of us at 
FCVN get each night ••• knowing 
that because of FCVN somebody's 
life is going to be better. 

Gloria Johnson 
WISCONSIN , FCVN 

-

WORK IN VIETNAM 
Dir~ctor, ~h~r!~ Clar~ holds 
baby "Nam" at th,. cr>r:t,,r 

.. 



LETTEB TO AN UNKNOWN MOTHER 

I don't think of you very often. 
In fact, most of the time I make 
an effort to keep you out of my 
thoughts. And yet--sometimes--
just before I drift off to 
sleep or when I look into my 
daughter's eyes, I think of you 
••• I don't know you. Are you a 
woman? A girl of 16. There are 
so many reasons why you might 
have chosen to give up your baby 
(now so very much .Q1!!. baby). 
Was it the war, hunger, the 
realization that you could .no~ 
provide even the most meager of 
exis-tances for her, your husband's 
death~ •••• ? It must have been a 
terribly difficult decision and 
even harder to live through such 
an experience. I feel so sad 
for you ••• because it is sad to 
create something so lovely and 
then to be forced to turn your 
back on it •••• You must have felt 
some love too ••• if not for the 
baby, perhaps for her father. 
It is•tru~, you bore my daughter, 
but I am now her mother. I love 
her, "mother" her, live with her, 
care for her ••• surely you must 
wonder about me. I'd like you 
to know how very much we love 
our daughter and how grateful we 
are to you for being the life 
force that brought her into 
being. Thank you for giving her 
her big black eyes, her soft 
skin, her happy beautiful spirit, 
her bright mind. Thank you for 
giving us this child who is 
everything we had ever hoped•••• 
As time goes by we will think of 
each other less and less. You 

. are starting your life anew--
and hopeful)y you will have 
another chance to gain happi-
ness. We are finding fulfilment 
for our lives in our daughter. 
But ••• now ••• while you are still 
very much on my mind ••• I want to 
say "Thank You." 

-Diane Nason-

--Photo _by B. A. Mantey--
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W~~[~Wi 
OF CHILDREN 
OF VIET NAM 

600 GILPIN ST 
DENVER. COLO 802 18 
TEL . 1303 1 321 ·825 1 . 

I a :-:·, so:~ebo::l y . 
I ar.1 somebody . 
I :11 ay be l lOO r 
But I am so!"lebo~y . 
I r..ay be youn c; 
But I am somebo::ly . 
I rr.ay be sr,1aJ l 
But I am somebody . 
Ny cl otheE are different 
~y hair is different 
But I am somebody • • •••• 
I am BJack, Brown, White 
I speak a di fferent lancuage 
But I must be re spec ted 
Protected, never rejectBd 
I am God's child 
I am some body . 

- Used on 'Sesame Street•-

PCUncw,lcttcr, 
... 

.:.. , i or: J ennes n. J :ird 

"I VO\'/~ ~EV.SR TO FORGET Tl!:::M" 
** Personal interview wi th 

G]oria Krier taken fro~ 
~'.AI3A - ?C 'JN rev;sletter . "* 

The Flace: ~he Han J ica p Center 
autsj~e of SRi~ Jn . 

l'opulation: 100 

"The Han nicar '.::enter out~:i::le 
o f :aj gon house~ an J c~r cs f or 
the ci esreratcJy 1,: , !"lentril 1y 
ret a r dc ci , victi!"ls o f Cerebr ;:;il 
r-c11 c.y, I' :) 7 io a nd Tneu·.0ni2. ?,:1 u:::: 
t wo bl in J girls . All inn :)ccnt 
vie t ir~ s." 

J'au s in _:; , ~-:r~ . r~rier 7 oo>:cr. 
at the ricturcs of the ,, uffe rin c 
c hiJ ~rcn bef ore continuin c on . 
"They are care :: for by one nur se , 
two nuns , an::l f ou r chi~::l - carc 
attenrl,ints . 

"The nee,!::; ar e on a on e - t o-
onc basis . The Han j icap Center 
is un dc r - s taffe J by at lea s t ten 
child - care atten dants . The needs 
~row more each day as child ren 
ar c brought t o the Center . 

"~he stench i s unbearcJble . 
It is not something that you can 
f or r et or wil l f orget . Cl ose to 
fifty !"lentally retarrle d have to 
be d iapered an rt hanj fed . They 
ranBe from infant s t o ejch teen 
years old . · 

"Their needs a.re so Breat 1 

'I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
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, obs •~rvat!.on center for newco;ners, 
n. organization headquarters, and 
7"."'. for the Clark family. 

c once received a letter from a Pediatrician who 
1s doing volunte~r work in Vie.t Nam. She speaks 
-:: 11 to the abilities of our Overseas Staff mem-
~rs; we'd like to share her letter with you: 
I n a country where cleanline~s is next to impos-
i ble, it is clean. 'The new arrivals are frequently ·-

ill that delay in obtaining medical care may 
csult in death. I was many times impressed with 
·.,erie' s sound medical judgment. There are babies · 
l i ve today that would be dead if she had not been 
o alert. However, the thing that impressed me 
~t about FCVN was that this was the ONLY 
~that I was in that had the atmosphere of a 
'.:'me, and thn seemed to fina- the time to be 
,~re oI and interested in the emotional problems 
hat each of tll1!" children faced. To be sure, one 

fault the other agencies at all, for the 
~ysical problems that beset the children are so· 
'.1erwhelming that they must come first. I thought 
bout this and came to the conclusion that it was 
ccause your agency was run by a married couple 
!1at live with their c!1ildren in the facility. And 
particular married couple that manages to let 

heir . love flow over on to all of the children in 
heir charge. I only wish the other agencies were 
•s fortunate as yours in their choice of staff." 

* * * * * * * * 

l 
I 

/ 
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c of the infants under the care of 
N in~he Critical Care Center in 
Dinh. FCVN's staff took in the 

"dren most in need; consequently 
state of health of the children on 

·ival was very poor and many times 
battle for life was lost. Yet, 

. staff never gave up and relished 
of saving each and every child 

~ey could. 

FCVN Critical Care Center in Gia 
• This facility housed the criti-
y ill infants and toddlers under 
care of FCVN. It also served as 
observation center for newcomers, 
organization headquarters, and 

~. for the Clark family. 

, nee received a letter from a Pediatrician who 
doing volunteer work in Viet ·Nam. She sp~aks 

l to the abilities of our ov'erseas Staff mem-
s ; we'd like to share her letter with you: 
a country where cleanline.ss is next to impos-

l e, it is clean. The new arrivals are frequently ·· 
i ll that delay in obtaining medical care may 
1l t in death. I was many times impressed with 
r i e's sound medical judgment. There are babies 
re today that would be dead if she had not been 
~lert. However, t he thing that i~pressed me 
'"i'not, t about FCVN ilaS that this was the ONLY 
~ that I was in that had the atmosphere of a 

~-~•~ft••---•~•-~~-~~~- ~, __ ~- L-
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Terre Super, Supervisor of the 
Toddler ana Older Child Care facility 
in Thu Due. Mrs. Super and her 
husband, John, were volunteers who 
worked for FCVN in Viet Nam in 1974 
and 1975. Their area of responsi-
bility was the housing and care of 
the toddlers and older children under 
our care. Many of these children 
still remember the warmth and love 
that they received from Mrs. Super 
at this halfway house facility. 
During the Airlift, Mrs. Super once 
again stepped forth to aid the 
children and supervised the daily 
operations of the Continental Care 
facility where the children stayed 
until departure to their families. 
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FOR YOUR SCRAPBOOK - A GLIMPSE OF THE PAST 

t-~ 
~ our hope that in each future newsletter we will be able to look to the past and to~ . 
; pecple and places that played a role in the ' live of t he children our organizatfo'n was tf 8!,SiSt • • • 

( 

. 
,....., 

t; 

DR. COUNG, the physician employed by FCVN to 
minister·to the needs of the children under the 
care of our organization. Dr. Coung and the 
medical staff did an outstanding job, working 
countless hours in their efforts to save the 
children. 

There is a Song in My Heart 

I did not spring from the soil of Viet Nam. 
T nn o ... ,.. .. rr,:arl1orl ;n hiPr 'IJnmh And she did not 



' ( f CV/1 
~A~7A Rl'SA-Shl C:OM t.f'IT ,,,-:~, r. r1t ~ :, g; , . 

'..I; ~~1. n ~:~ . ., i.m; 
i . I. ,. . 

. " 
OM .~ .. 

. 0: ! °i:.: •· 
~~ 

.,_6 ;i I f •• :, f 

; ; C\1 '.i ii . 
, ... :, ,., 

" . •':.·-.. 
. te~--,... 

. :~ 
• .l • 

. ! 

1 .. 
1iERIE ANi:> TOM CL \RK, Overseas Program Directors 

· Tom and Cher ie Clark worked as volunteers for FCVN for one year in Viet Nam. They euper-
; s ed the many pr>grams established in Viet Nam by our organization. auch •• the Foster Orpbanaae 
rogram, t he Adop . ion Program. the Supply Program, the operation of the Critical Care Center ia 
n Dinh, and th~ Toddler and Older· Child Caro facility 1n 
v loped .the Fo• n Mot he r Pro r Ut which •• a n outs tand l 
• J d tan ' V••t---•• t t 

tt ... . t«' .. 
hr 

d h • t o • • • l •t n y 1\dr n ln le\ Cl ar 
I l i c al •Arc Cc t1 er 1n Ci • D1nh, v e ry much 1n the h ea-rt of ft 
ve o f V iet Nnm t a described in her ovn words in the poem ahe wro t e entltl~d "'Thcr~ ia a Song 

:, My Bea ' t", wh i :h is reprinted in thi,s newsletter. 

DR. COUNG, the physician employed by FCVN to 
minister to the needs of the children under the 
care of our organization. Dr. Coung and the 
medical staff did an outstanding job, working 
countless hours in their efforts to save the 
child 

There is a Song in My Heart 

I did not spring from the soil of Viet Nam. 
I was not cradled in her womb and she did n 
give birth to me. I was a child of another 
color and I spoke another language and yet 
Viet Nam received me as a mother recei 
adopted child from a far off land. I w to 
Viet Nam to give and I received. I went to 
teach and four thousand years of history and 
wisdom enlightened me. I went to a country 
ravaged by war and .found peace. I went expect ng 
to find despair and sorrow and I found hope 
and joy. I crossed an ocesn and found n home 

· There is a song in my heart called Viet Nam ut 
it is wordles.s and I am incomplete. The ds 
have from my song and I th ess child 

Clark~ 



POP 
-----. rcVN was established in 1967 to halt the appa1Jinf Ceath r a te o f infants 

,._and children 1n Vietnam by providing foor. , cJothing , ;:inc: •:ie c1 )cinc , as 
well as trained personnel. Our goal is t o assist rec or;nize• nurseries 
and orphanages in Vietnam. FCVN estabJi shed a J icensed a ,1 opti '.m ae:ency 1 

• in the State of Colorado in March of 1973 , an d was recistere~ ar R child 
care organization with the -Re public o f Vietna~ in June o f 197~ . Since 
its founding , twenty-six (26) FCVN Chapte r s have been orr-anize~ thr ouch -
out the United States and one in Germany . FCV~ has a 1 ~0 e , tab 7 jsh ed , 
and is supporting, the FCVN Center in Saigon. A Fo, t e r Crr~anJce F7 an 
assists nineteen ( 19) orphanae;e s and one ·chi l ,1 ca re cen ter in '!i e tn;:i.:n. 
We are a non-profit organization of volunteer s . AlJ r r ocee~s or e use~ 
to help the children and all donations are tax-1e~ uctib1 e . 

$3 feeds a newborn baby for a 
week. 

15 buys enough rice t o feed a 
family for five days . 

SlO pays a cook's wages for one 
week. 

125 buys a tankful of gas for 
the adoption home's van. 

$100 proVides a meal a day for 
fifty (50) nursery children 
!or one month. 

PLEASE HELP, AS MUCH AS YOU CAN . 

FCVN has a fantastic Foster Orphanage Pr ogram some of you are a J ready 
taking part in. I say it is fantastic because it is th e on7 y pr ogra~ 
of its kind, that I know or, that is getting 100 percent o f All dona -
tions directly to the orphanages . Each sponsor pledges SlO per ~onth 
or 1120 a year to a particular orphanage to care for its chiJ r. ren. 
In retrun, every 4 to 6 weeks you would receive a let ter anj/or picture 
ot your orphanage. We feel, that because of the severity o f thepr obJ em 
in Vietnam and, also, because of the needs of All of the chi Jd ren are 
so great we could not single out on}y a few indiv i duaJ chi~rlren t o 
receive aid. We felt that the best way to reach a l~ of t he chi ld r en 
in Vietnam who need help is to support the orphanages and centers in 
which they are cared for. We just returned from Vietnam and we sa~ it 

.working. 
- Gloria J ohnson -
-WIS C:)NS IN FCVN -

I 
I 
I 
I 
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It is our purpose to promote the well-being of orphaned, abandoned, sick, inju 
otherwise needy children throughout the world and to inform the public of the needs of 

1, such children ••• 
F.C,V 9N. is a licensed child placement agency in the State of Colorado 

-- - ---- -------
ph~to by Jame1 Jones 

FOSTER ORPHANAGE PROGRAM 

... 
• 

HIS NAME IS TODAY 

We 'are guilty of many errors 
and many faults, but our 
worst crime is abandoning 
the children, neglecting 
the fountain of life. 
Many of the things we need 
now can wait. The child cannot. 
Right now is the time his bones 
are.being formed, his blood 
is being made and his senses 
are being developed. 
To him we cannot answer 
"tomorrow" • • • 
His name is ''Tod_ay". 

Gabriela Mistral 
Nobel Prize Poet 

Du ring the course of our work in Viet ·Nam, FCVN established the Foster Orphanage Progra~ 
in order to enable people t~ aid the children in Viet Nam in a personal manner, on a regular 
basis. This sponsorship program allowed contributors to support the child care facility of 
t heir choice and to recei'Te regular communications relative to the children and staff members 
of this facility. The program in Viet Nam was an outstanding success, a true demonstration 
of the value of a "people to people" efforto Many sponsors reported feelings of close. 
involvement with the children and staff members of their chosen facility, plus a broadening 
of knowledge and understanding of persons in a country other than their native land. 

Because of the success of the Program and the wonderf.ul people who supported it, FCVNC: 
A;,.,_ ... ,~-".,_ _,.. __ ..... _1,...,.1-t.. •l.~- r- __ ._ __ "-- - •-----



--·----- ----- - ----· - ----·-- --
ph~to by Jame~ Jones 

FOSTER ORPHANAGE PROGRAM 

HIS NAME' IS TODAY 

We are guilty of many errors 
and many faults, but our 
worst crime is abandoning 
the children, neglecting 
the fountain of life. 
Many of the things we need 
now can wait. The cllild cannot. 
Right now is the tlme his bones 
are being formed, his blood 
is being made and his senses . 
are being devel~ped. 
To him we cannot answer 
"tomorrow" ••• 
His name is ''Today". 

Gabriela Mistral 
Nobel Prize Poet 

During the course of our work in Viet Nam, FCVN established the Foster Orphanage Program 
in order to enable people to ~id the children in Viet Nam in a personal manner, on a regular 
basis. This sponsorship program allowed contributors to support th~ child care facility of :", 
their choice and to receive regular communications relative to the children and staff members~,; 
of this facility. The program in Viet Nam was an outstanding success, a true demonstration { 
of the value of a "people to people" effort o Many sponsors reported feelings of close. 4-· 

involvement with the children and staff .members of their chosen facility. plus a broadening .1-
of knowledge and understanding of persons in a country other than their native land. ___., 

Because of the success of the Program and the wonderful people who supported it, FCVNc::= , 
decided to re-establish the Foster Orphanage Program in coun~ies throughout the world 

~ere there are children in nee~ who could benefit from this type of personal caring from . _...,,.,.. 
cv~ people here in the Uru.ted States. We have listed on the following pages the $ 

~it!~l acilities with which we could begin the Program tomorr~: children in facilities ----~- -: 
that we have first hand knowledge of and who need our help today. We have come to the 
conclusion that the Program format will have to be change:d somewha_t in order for the Program 
to survive and grow, and we are also contemplating some changes on which we would like you 
tc share ;our thoughts with us. We foresee that the Pro£ram monthly donation should remEin 
the same; however we have decided that it would be wise to use it as follows: $8.00 of the 
donation to go directly to the chi~d care facility in the foreign country., the remaining $2.00 
to be used to finance a Foster Orphanage Program Newsletter arid the cost of its printing and 
distribution to the Program Sponsors, and the remaining -to help finance the efforts of ·the 
volunteer staff members to expand the program to other child care facilities throughout the 
world. - we ~w111 -1nclude in the Sponsors' Newsletter periodic reports on the donations made to 
t he Program and their disbursemento 
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TER ORPHANAGE PROGRAM - A LOOK TO TiiE PAST 

Sister Marie Christine Le thi Trach wa~ 
the directress of St. Paul's Orphanage 

'> ter Marie Christine Le thi 'I'rach 
was reported to our staff that 

·ster Marie was killed in April, 
175, during a rocket attack) 

DaNang 

lis orphanage, on the northeast coastline 
South Viet Nam, has about 300 children. 

~y also operate an elementary school for 
~ir orphans and the children of many poor 
,ilies, a total of 750 children. Sister 
~ela, the directress, wrote: 11n the past 
~en years we were mostly supported by 
~rican friends; we lost a gr<at deal; we 
s s terribly their presence.'" teprinted 
~m FOP publication 9/74.) 

cred Heart was coordinated by Nassau/Suffolk 
·m. Sister Angela wrote to her sponsors: 
0 you then, dear kind Friend Benefactors, 
r deep gratitude and teartfelt thanks for 
1r kindness and genere- sity. How we appreciate 

11r assistance. With the higt: cost of living 
ce , your generous donations will help us to 
y food for the children ••• \.Te can see how the 
od Lord takes care of His little ones. Thanks 

_ to Him and to you• tc o." -.t,, 

in Vioh Long. This orphanage had a special 
place in the hearts of FCVN 1s volunteer 
staff members in Viet Nam; though very 
poor, they always strove to do their best 
for the children in their care. 
At times they knew they should turn 
children away, but could never bring 
themselves to do so. St. -Paul's was 
assisted ht FOP with the FCVN chapter 
in Sonoma acting as the coordinating 
:haptcr. Sister Marie wrote that she 
,1ad a very special feeling about the 
sponsors who helped her to help her 
children. She stated she felt 
''no so alone" knowing the sponsors 
were there. 
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a ster Marte Christine Le thi 'J'rach 
·;. L was reported to our staff that 
Sister Marie was kiUed in April, 
: 975, during a rocket a t tack) 

'This orphanage, on the northeast coastline 
f South Viet Na~, has about 300 children. 
hey also operate an elementary school for 
f,eir orphans and the children of many poor 
:amilies, a total of 750 children. Sister 
ngela, the directress, wrote: 1In the past 
even years we were mostly supr,orted by 
merican friends; we lost a gr,at deal; we 
·i ss terribly their presence. 1 " 6:eprinted 
-r om FOP publication ·9/74.) 

·acred Heart was coordinated by Nassau/Suffolk 
-CVN. Sister Angela wrote to her sponsors: 
'To you then, dear kind Friend Benefactors, 
;ur deep gratitude and heartfelt thanks for 
·our kindness and generosity. How we appreciate 
1our assistance. With the higb cost of living 
•ere, your generous donE.tions will help us to 
, uy food for the childnn ••• Fe can see how the 
~,0od Lord takes care of His little ones. Thanks 
>e to . Him and to you, tco." -..l· 

5p o nso rs who helped her to help her 
children. She stated she felt 
"no so alone" knowing the sponsors 
were there. 
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Orphanage, 

in her care. The children were housed 
in a brick building with 40 children 
per sleeping area. Sister Mary Lieu 
wrote to her sponsors: ''We are movingly 
happy when we read your letter telling us 
that you are.willing to help our children. 
we are sure that the way you are doing 
will get deserving success in favor of 
our dear orphans." 
Nebraska FCVN was the coordinator 
for Tan Binh. 
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,RPHANAGE l'ROGRAM and a l )OK TO TID : FUTURE 

vherie Clark, Overseas Progra~ Directo c, sets direction of re-establishment of 
..; istance progran1s - - -

1sed upon the research of Ms. Clark Overseas Program Director, Mr. Ross Meador, 
3 ciate Overseas Program Director, ,and Janet Tonnemacher, a wonderful person who has 
l ently Joined our volunteer staff, FCVN ~as decided to attempt to re-establish the 

1s ter Orphanage Program in Korea and India, with plans that the program will be expanded 
other areas of the world as this becomes feasible. The re-establishment of FOP is a 

~arting point; once this program is estaJlished and functioning, FCVN will also explore 
1e possibility of re-establishing others Jf our assistance programs and the development 

new programs as the need becomes appare~t and the possibility of our assisting in that 
sed becomes practical. Some of the ·previ,us programs that we would very much1like to 
~activate include the gathering and sendi~g of supplies of food, clothing, medicine av-d ___ 
::dical equipment (we rer,1cmber so well . the wonderful efforts, of the people who gather - . 

.- funds to buy nn incubator for Providen.::c Orphanage in Can Tho, and the reality oft at 
-~or in the orphanage nursery!). Support of vocational training programs being run 
~sadvantaged youth i .n forei~n countries and aid to medical clinics abroad by means of 
nds for salariet; for medical personnel are also programs on our minds. Thie. hopefully, 

.s the beginning of a dream: the dream to use the knowledge and skills that we as an 
~ganization gain,id, and the facj litating of your willingness to help needy children 
·,roughout the wo1ld and to gain first-hand knowledge of these children, the people dedicated 
-, assisting them i ancl their neec.s. 
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,1d§'i for salarie:; fa. medical personnel are also program.a on our minds., This., hopefully, 

c; the beginning of a dream: the dream to use the knowledge and skills that we as an 
~ganization gained, a nd the facj litating of your willingness to help needy children 
hroughout the wo1·ld and to gain first-hand knowledge of these children, the people dedicated 
o assisting them 1 and their neec;s. 

Khalil Gibran t 
-,,. ___________________ ,.. _______ ""-11111! ••z•t•&llil£11141!&1!112112!!11$•t %911'9:Xl!lll!lll • .. !1112!1!£&11!. llllii••:I!•-. 
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"An infant deprived of nutrition or stimulation 

will never develop to full mental capacity. 

There's no aecond chance. 

Today 70'Z of the world's population 

risks permanent damage." 

Roger Lewis 
Psychology Today ' -.· 
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MOTHER TERESA'S HOME IN DELHI 

As the taai drove up the s:nall lane to Mother Teresa's home in 
Old Delhi I could hear children laughing and playing in the small playground 
next to the orphanage. They were snacking on rolls which had been provided 
free to the orphanage by an airline. A new visitor is always welcome, particularly 
if the visit:-:>r comes with a camera. The children posed and came to curiously 
examine us and our cameras. The Sisters came to welcome us and I renewed a friend-
ship with the orphanagP- Director, Sister Lourdes. 

As we entered the. small room which housed the children, I went iomediately 
to the area where the newborn babies were: in every orphanage throughout the world 
one finds the tiny babies _who are struggling for survival. The young Sister showed 
me the children and told a story about each baby. One child lives on in my memory, 

a beautiful newborn baby girl. 
The Sister explained to me that 

.,.ane had been brought to the v orphanage by a street sweeper who 
had found her earlier that day 
abandoned on the street. The 
Sister smiled gently and said, 
"She will be alright now, we will 
take care of her." 

Each child has his or her own 
story: some are illegitimate, some 
are abandoned because a family 
cannot put food into the mouth of 
yet another hungry child, some are 
handicapped; but here in Mother'• 
home each child is given a chance 
for life and an abundance of love. 
As I stared down at the babies, I 
was reminded of ne o ' 

,1 

,,,.....i .•: ,, 

greatest poets Rabindranath Tagore, 
saying tat ach child comes with 
the message that God has l)Ot yet 
tired of man." 
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--'T'l'!-...1-,.cr-Tfecember issue of Time 
Magazine, Mother Teresa was heraided 
as a Saint living among men. I 
have had the privilege of spendinE 
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~ss and some Korean children] 

Ross Meador. whom many of you will remember 
i:ved on our American staff in Viet Nam for over 
1r t een months, has returned to volunteer his 
vi ces in assisting our organization in re-esta-

i shing our overseas programs. We are thrilled to 
·; e Ross once again as a part of our overseas staff. 
, vast experiences and knowledge of child welfare 
3t itutions and programs is a much valued asset to 
-- organization. Ross has been joined by a volun-
~r, Janet Tonnemacher, a student fr.om California, 
Ge photographic experience and talents are equal 
Ro ss•s~ as you will see ·from some of the photo-
phs in this newsletter. We would like to share 
h you some of the information that Ross and Janet 
,~ gathered since their arrival in Seoul. 

After only two months in Korea, on a 
ctically non-existent budget (Janet donated the 
f"}.y for her own ticket and Ross and Janet both · 
-~ been using personal funds for expenses), 

and Janet have covered a lot of territory • 
. ughout the country they've introduced themselves 
explained their purpose for being there, and they 

, received a warm reception from the government 
·he Republic of Korea, from the Korean social 
·i ces, the u.s. government representatives, as 

as from other volunteer groups active there, 
f rom orphanages and other institutions in the 
t ryo But, as Ross recently wrote, "Why not? 

young, enthusiastic, willing to listen to the 
- ::; of others more experie.nced than we as we share 
own well-founded ideas with others •o• {We've) 
·cssed willingness and desire to design FCVN's 
rams to meet and fill Korea's clear cut needs, both 
diate and future." The corr.bination of our experience 
\ e past and our flexibility for the present and 
··e make the prospects for a new FOP program in 
" very optimistic. The possibilities arc very 
·:raging. 

There is tremendous promise for the future of 
' epublic of Korea. The needs are now. Although 
1 is on the threshold of a burgeoning economy, 
0: are areas in which exigencies are evident o 

3 ges inhabited by abandoned children do exist, 
r,ey will continue to do so if the rate of abandon-
r emains the same. Korea's government is initiating 

-~ ills to help curb this rate of abandonment, through 
jJnal training to insure good jobs and day care 
r s so that a family might stsy together, and to 
:.ially reduce and eliminate the need for the 
ence of orphanages. But for now, there are many 
~en in need of someone to care about them. 

, ctures of Korea courtesy ,,f Ross Meador and 
Janet Tonnemaclier. 

Ja.net--
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Ross Meador, whom many of you will remember 
·,cd on our American staff in Viet Nam for over 
·teen months, has returned to volunteer his 
:i ces in assisting our organization in re-esta-
-,li ing our overseas programs. We are thrilled to 
; Ross once again as a part of our overseas staff. 
vast experiences and knowledge of child welfare 

··itutions a~d programs is a much valued asset to 
organization. Ross has been joined by a volun-

, , Janet Tonnemacher, a student from California, 
-c photographic experience and talents are equal 
· oss's, as you will see from some of the photo-
hs in this newsletter. We would like to share 

you some of the information that Ross and Janet 
gathered since their arrival in Seoul. 

After only two months in Korea, on a 
~t ically non-existent budget (Janet donated the 
~v for her own ticket and Ross and Janet both · 
' been using personal funds for ·expenses), 
and Janet have covered a lot of territory. 

1ghout the country they've introduced themselves 
0xplained their purpose for being there, and they 
received a warm reception from the government 

1·c Republic of Korea, from the Korean social 
ices, the u.s. government representatives, as 
as from other volunteer groups active there, 

f rom o~phanages and other institutions in the 
'. ryo But, as Ross recently wrote, '"Why not? 
0 young, enthusiastic, willing to listen to the 

of others more experiencEd than we as we share 
rnm well-founded ideas with others ·• ca (We've) 
~s sed willingness and desire to design FCVN's 
yams to meet and fill Korea's clear cut needs, both 
dia te and future." The con.bination of our experience 
'1 e past and our flexibility for the present and 
·e make the prospects for a new FOP program in 

very optimistic. The possibilities arc very 
r aging. 

0 

__,_. 

I'~ 

: ... 
·:·. : ·-; 

·,, .. 
:\·.:~;. 
1· '~ , ... - .I-

,, .. ~' .. ;: ; ~, 
, > 

,, 

: fl;, 
. ,, t , .... _ . 

, .. , * " 



-
One of the peor le that Ross and Janet met in 

heir travels is Mr. Youn Taek Tahk President of 
ne Social Welfare Society (SWS) of Korea • 
.. . T.:.hk has been most responsive to FCVN's explor-
t i ons in Korea and has been instrumental in their 
a r ning about Korea's programso Mr. Tahk's ex-

~nsive knowledg~ of Korea's social needs has been 
nvaluable to Ross and Janet in their research for 
he part FCVN can play in furnishing some of them. 
: • Tahka' encouragement has been boundless, and 
e look forward to working with him and his agency. 

Mr. Tahk enthusiastically welcomes our plans 
~r a Foster Orphanhge Program in Korea, and when 
c visited Cheryl Markson and Cherie Clark here 

Denver last month , he had many ideas for its 
1plementation. 

It is not certain how many orphans there are 
n Korea, but well ever 400 homes for the aban-
)ned children have istered with the Korean 

qualifyin or the smal 
v e Jr the children no one else 

1n afford to care for. But even some of this 
been cut off now, and many homes are left 
· nds. FCVN's Foster Orphanage Progr,m can 

genuine need for some of these homes. A 
Ross and Janet have visited are described 

Amsa-Dong AbandJned Babies• Home is directed by Mr. Tahk himself. He took Ross and Janet 
J see· it, and later, Ross wrote: 

"As we toured Ansa-Dong, I saw that it was a lucky child who found his way to the care 
c Mr. Tahk ••• Enter Lng the gate one sees the layout as being that of several small three-room 
ottages', opening ,,ut onto a tree-shaded playground. Everything is immaculately clean and 

1e staff (about one for every 6 to 8 children) clearly have a sincere love for the children ••• 
new cottage is being built to make room for the seemingly endless stream of children.Mr. Tahk 

, constantly asked ·:o care for." 
Full-time medic,11 care is almost unheard of in Korean orphanages, but Amsa-Dong has just 

ccently begun to re,;eive the medical services of a young French doctor. Having a doctor makes 
1 the difference i a the children's well-being, most of whom arrive at Amsa-Dong in very 
or conditiono A c Linic i~ being established to care for the debilitated, premature newborn 

-£ants and the olde:· children who arrive at Amsa-Dong, but the clinic needs help to really 
come establishedo 

And with the go,,ernment's cutback of funds for such homes, it is even harder for Mr. Tahk 
care for the children of Amsa-Dong. FCVN's Foster Orphanage Program could help to keep 

• Tahk's excellent home and clinic operating and help to make the needed improvements. 

t er visiting anoth ,:r orphanage, Ross wrote: 
"Once in a grea t while a children' home will defy all the odds and come out looking more 

ke a summer camp ti ,an a dungeon. Such a place is Han Kuk Orphanage. Located about 40 miles 
om Seoul, i t is ne~-tled in a deep valley beside a small lake••• The location is so beautiful 
a t for extra incom, ·, instead of maintaining a small farm or livestock like most institutions, 
n Kuk caters to th, tourist trade, offering refreshments to thos~ who come out on the week-
ds to enjoy the sc, nic beauty. ·· 

''The facilities are excellent, but the real sparkle of the Han Kuk Orphanage is in the eyes 
t he children. He.lthy and alert, there is no sign of the listlessness and lack of stimula- . 

tion so common in orphans. They 
attend school every day; their lives 
are strong and healthy. 

''The history of _Han K~k goes 
back to before the Kdrean War, to 



11 NJJ.. t:u, uu1. wc .1..1. ever '+UU nomes tor the a ban-
'o ned chi4drcn have r egi stered with the Korean 
·;overnment in hopes of qualifying for the small 
l lowance provided f or the children no one else 
an afford to care for. But even some of this 
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a i been cut off now, and many homes are left 

e l ow. 

· nds. FCVN's Foster Orphanage Progr,m can 
genuine need for some of these homes. A 

Ross and Janet have visited are described 

t 

Amsa-Dong Aband>ned Babies' Home is directed by Mr. Tahk himself. He took Ross and Janet 
t o see it, and later, Ross wrote: 

"As we toured Ansa-Dong, 1 saw that it was a lucky child who found his way to the care 
1f Mr. Tahk ••• Enter ing the gate one sees the layout as being that of several.-.ismall three-room 
·cottages', opening ,,ut onto a tree-shaded playground. Everything is immaculately clean and 
he staff (about one for every 6 to 8 children) clearly have a sincere love for the children ••• 

new cottage is bei ng built to make room for the seemingly endless stream of children .Mro Tshk 
s constantly asked -~o care for." 

Full-time medic,11 care is almost unheard of in Korean orphanages, but Amsa-Dong has just 
ecently begun . to re,;eive the medical services of a young French doctor. Having a doctor makes 
11 the difference i a the children's well-being, most of whom arrive at Amsa-Dong in very 
.~or conditiono A c linic i~ being established to care for the debilitated, premature newborn 
, fants a_nd the olde··· children who arrive at Amsa-Dong, but the clinic needs help to really 

come establishedo 
And with the go·,ernment's cutback of funds for such homes, it is even harder for Mr. Tahk ' 

, care for the children of Amsa-Dong. FCVN 1s Foster Orphanage Program could help to keep 
• Tahk's excellent home and clinic operating and help to make the needed improvements. 

"t er• visiting anoth ,:r orphanage, Ross wrote: 
"Once in a great. while a children' home will defy all the odds and come out looking more 

: k e a summer camp t itan a dungeon. Such a place is Han Kuk Orphanage. Located about 40 miles 
om Seoul, it is ne: tled in a deep valley beside a small lake••• The location is so beautiful 

,a t for extra incom1 , instead of maintaining a small farm or livestock like most institutions, 
.n Kuk caters to th( tourist trade, offering refreshments to those who come out on the week-
·ds to enjoy the sc,nic beauty. 

''The facilities are excellent, but the real sparkle 
.-: the childreno He, lthy and alert, there is no sign of 

of tha-..1u..c:u ..... Kuk Orphana~ is in the eyes 
the listlessness and lack of stimula-

tion so common in orphans. They 
attend school every day; their lives 
are strong and healthy. 

''The history ,Han Ku,k goes 
back to before the Kdrean War, to 
the days when Korea was unified. 
Mrs. Hwang, a wealtht philanthropist, 
had been invoived in charity work 
for some time. When it became clear 
to her what changes were ~pv:g n,-: 
come with the new communi~OVQ~~- • 
in the north, she chose to move south 
along with thousands of otners. With 
her she brought the orphans she had 
been caring for." 

During and after the war, Mrso 
Hwang and her orphans moved several 
times in and out of Seoul and its 
environs, going wherever it was safe 
at the time. Then after the war 
Mrs. Hwang decided that downtown 
Seoul was not the place for an orphans 
home, so they finally ..._!J ettJ,ed in a 
house that had long been owned by her 
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Dear friends ot Allerasiana, . . 

600 GILPIN STREET 
DENVER, COLORADO 80218 

Because ot your interest in the halt-American children l.ett behind ill Iorea, Vietnam, 
Laos, and Cambodia, I wanted to write this letter and infora J'OU ot the latest dev-
lopaents regarding B. R. 808, the ~aaian" Bill.. 

Progress has been made ill Waaltb:tton -- but .very slow in CCP1ng. Congresapeopl.e 
are aware ot the pJ.ielrt, ot the children and a:>thers who are abandoned by their AMr-
ic:m !'s.tl:e:.s !'r:!.e:i-':: :.nd who are then forced to l.1Te 1'11:?l ooi:stc:t' seer::., ?'!di-
eal.e and ieol.ation because ot their aixed heritage and alliance with foreign aen. 
Die story an ol.d one, taailiar to every nation which has uen tbe ravages ot war 
and endured tbe occupation ot foreign troops but the atory takes on a special perspect-
ive when it deal.a with Aaian-.Alllerican children and tadliea liYi.Dg ill a h0mopneou.a, 
COntucian societ;- whi.ch has stressed racial purity tor 2,000 years. 

!he children are not recogm.zed by the United states goyerment as children ot u. s. 
citizens; therefore, they cannot come to their fathers' land except tor adoption (tor 
those under the age ot fourteen) or a temporary student 'risa. 

'Jhere are three wa;y-s which 7011 can be ot ·help: 

l.. Please write to your ODngresapeopJ.e! Nate tbea aware ot B. R. 808 and 
J'OV 8Upport· ot the bill. Encourage thea to aponaor tbe bill.: (Rep. Pat 
Schroeder is a sponsor in the Beuse but we baft no Colorado spouor in the 
Senate.) 

2. Fr. Alfred ~ane, (a Marylmol.l. priest wbo baa varked with the Aaeraailns · 
tor ten years) bu personally lobbied in Waab1 ngton, B.C. tor •~ years 
tor the benefit ot the l'orean Aaeruiua. Last a&>nth his phone bill. vu 
$2,lfoo and bis postage was $150.00 per week. Woul.d you con.aider sending 
t.5!.00 per aocth to support h1a ~1th his etto~::! ~~t!"ilnrt:f.::m ltade 
pa;y-able to PCVll ia ._.deductible. 

3. Would you or a friend couider sponsoring a _student, age tom-teen or older, 
in the llDited states tor educatioal pgrpoaes! You 1fOl1l.d be required to 
get 'ri.aa appronl, haft aedical innrance which would COftr the atudellt 
while liTing in your hcae, and you vould be responsible tor airfare. 
roaa, board, and school expenses.-,·•J-' ... "' •several B'tudeDta awaiting the 
opportunity to attend an Aaerican bigb a.-,ol or college. (Be:eeMIJeer! Dlese 
people consider theuel na Aaericans because of paternal J 1 nea.ge.) !be 
students are b1gbJy -,tinted and would be hand-picked by Fr. Keane. 

Thank yoa tor· yoar attention thus tar. May I encoarage you again to write your 
Congresspeople and consider a donation on. a -,nthq tor the et:torta ot :Father 
~ane and his ettorta on the Amerasian bill.. 

a ~-profit, non-affiliated assistance corporatia-i and licensed child placement agency 

*FRIENDS OF CHILDREN OF VIET NAM. INC. 



Pleaae addreaa inquiriea or aend donationa to: 

FCVll 
600 Gilpin St. 
Denwr, CO 80218 

ATTlf: Catby tewien 

I ban intonation concerning B. R. 808 and aponaoring an Alleruian student 
and would be happy to Hnd thea to you upon request. 

Sincerely, 

(!_wL{J x~ 
Cathy Le{,'ien · 
eo-u.n1 ty Reaource Director 

COLCIW>0 SEllATCBS 

Williaa L. Arutrong 
1321 Dirksen Senate ottice J3111lding 
Waabi.Dgton, D. c. 20510 

AllJ) 

1ot.5 Lincoln 
De1mtr, CO 80203 

Gm:JBart 
221 ltu.aaell Senate ottice Building 
Wuhington, D. C. 20510 

AID 

1748 Hi.gb St. 
De DYer, eo218 

COLalADO llPRESDrATIVES 

Pat Schroeder (Diat. 1.) 
24l.O Rqburn Boue Ottice Building 
Wuhi.Dgton, D. C. 20515 

AID 
1767 Bigb Street 
DeDYer, 80218 

Tia Wirth (Dist. 2.) 
245At Rayburn HOB 
Wuhington, D. C. 20515 

AIO) 
8648 w. Coltu 
Lakewood, CO 80215 

Joso?aek 30 Cannon BOB 
liaab1ngt.on, D. c. 20510 

Bank :Brown (Diat. It) 
Longworth BOB 

Wuhington, D. C. 20515 
Iran Kruer 
17211 Lo.aportb ROB 
Wuhington, D. C. 20515 



I 

The children of American servicemen and Korean mothers are often 
labeled tiki (half-breed) or ayeenoko (person in-between who belongs 

to no ·one). Left in South Korea by their fathers, they are in a 
cultural limbo: Their mothers' people do not want them and their 
fathers' people will not have them. An American priest leads the 

struggle to bring them home to the U.S. By Theresa Rebeck 

Children 01 Loneliness: 
The Korean Amerasians 

"In Korea, on Christmas 
Eve 1970, at 10:30 at night, 30 of these kids walked through 
the gates of my parish and said, 'Help! ' How can you say 
No?" 

Father Alfred Keane, a Maryknoll missionary from Bos-
ton, Massachusetts, begins to tell his story-and the story 
of the Korean Amerasian children-simply, but he is no 
simple man, and it is no simple s~ory . He tells this story on 
the run , as he scrambles through the Cincinnati airport, 
trying to find luggage, arrange for a flight to Boston, wolf 
down a hasty lunch . Much of his life is spent in airports 
these days . He sprints from city to city , giving newspaper 
interviews, appearing on radio and TV talk shows, speak-
ing to small groups of people who gather to hear his story . 
He lives like this because of this story, and because of 
those children . 

The story is an old one, familiar to every nation which 
has seen the ravages of war on its own soil and endured the 
occupation of foreign troops . It is the story of the foreign 
soldier , far from his home and family, who forms an "al-
liance" with one of the local women to fill in the hours of 
his free time , hours made long with loneliness and tedium. 
They set up house; perhaps they marry . But regardless of 
whether or not a marriage ceremony is part of the story, the 
ending is rarely a happy one: The soldier is called home. 
He leaves, telling. his "wife" he will send for her soon. She 
never hears from him again-and neither do his children . 

There is a twist to Father Keane's version of this well-
known story . His version begins in South Korea, where he 
has spent the past 22 years of his life. The foreign soldiers 
who occupy this land are not conquering invaders , but 
American troops . And the deserted children are those 30 
who appeared at his parish gates 10 years ago , plus about 
8,000 others . They are the Korean Amerasian children , 
children with American features and Oriental eyes , the 
fruit of the union of the East and the West . 

The Korean Amerasians 

These children , •he children of 
American servicemen and Korean wives or mistresses , are 
caught in a cultural limbo because of their mixed heritage . 
They are not recogn ized by the United States government 
as children of U .S citizens , so they can come to their 

fathers' land rarely, only with an adoption visa or tempo-
rary student visa. Although they live in Korea and have 
been granted Korean citizenship by the government, they 
are rejected by Korean society: They are tormented by their 
peers when they are young, denied admission to the better 
colleges when older, and unable to make a respectable 
marriage or get a decent job. Out of desperation, many 
finally tum to crime and prostitution. All of this stems 
from the fact of their missing father and mixed race. 

"Korea is an ancient land," Father Keane says. "It's 
5,000 years old , and during the history of Korea, that coun-
try has been conquered and reconquered. And the goal of 
all those conquering nations was to subjugate the Korean 
people and eventually absorb them into their own popula-
tion. 

"But the Korean people have resisted that, and even 
though they look at their history and see that they've been 
under somebody else's foot for a good part of it, they know 
that they have been successful in maintaining their unity 
and identity as a pure race of people, pure Korean people. 
They're very proud of that, and with good historical rea-
sons. But this boast itself creates a problem for the Amer-
asians because here is a child who is obviously not of that 
pure Korean ra'ce, and not the child of an enemy, but the 
child of an ally. The Koreans don ' t know how to cope with 
this situation ." 

The problem of their mixed heritage is compounded by 
the fact that these children have been deserted by their 
fathers . Father Keane explains that Confucianism is the 
predominant philosophical influence on the people of 
Korea , and "the whole idea behind this teaching is that if a 
person carries out his duties and fulfills all his respon-
sibilities , and is true to his basic loyalties , then everyone is 
taken care of and no one is a burden to anybody E.'lse . Duty 
of young to old. ruler to subject , teacher to pupil, husband 
to wife , son-in-law to mother-in-law .... You wouldn ' t 
believe how rigidly spelled out this is. 

" Listed among the duties is the duty of the father alone 
to give the child his name, his roots, his identity , all of 
which is recorded on a document called the family record . 
When you want to know who a Korean person is , you want 
to know his or her clan , where that person came from . All 
these things added up together constitute who this person 
is . And this is determined on the father 's side . 

" In the eyes of the Ori en ta!, the children belong to the 



male. It's his responsibility to care for them.·· The Amer-
asian children have no father to take responsibility for 
them, no one to give them an identity. So in the eyes of 
Korean society they are nonpersons. "The Koreans con-
sider a father who would abandon a child and not give Him 
an identity-they would say he is a barbarian," Father 
Keane adds. "And who's to say they are wrong? 

"The child goes to school, and is called a tiki ," he says. 
'That means 'half-breed.' Or they call the child the 
ayeenoko, a Japanese word that means 'love child,' but it 
also has another meaning: 'Person in-between that belongs 
to no one.' Which means you're not one of us, and they 
also say you're not one of them, so you're this in-between, 
you are related to no or,e. And I use the word 'related' 
deliberately, because to whom I am related determines my 
value. To say that to an Oriental-and these kids have been 
raised there, they've got the Oriental thought patterns like 
all the others---that hurts more. Because to be related is so, 
so important." 

Administering Band-Aids-and More 

Up until that night in 1970, 
Father Keane had been unaware of these children and their 
situation. From August of 1958--shortly after his ordina-
tion as a Maryknoll priest-until 1970, he worked in the 
heart of the most secluded province in Korea, a place "so 
far deep in the hills that even the Communists didn't get 
there, though they occupied the surrounding area for six 
months." But after he moved to a more accessible parish, 
only two months passed before the Korean Amerasian 
children began showing up on his doorstep, coming with 
the hope that someone from the church might help them. 

In the first group that approached him, the ages of the 
children ranged from five to 17 years old. Since that night, 
he has met and taken hundreds of these children and 
teenager; under his wing. At first, he put up everyone in 
his rectory, but that soon became too crowded. "My God, 
you wouldn't believe how small that place was," he re-
members. "At night, we would all lie down, and if you had 
to go to the bathroom you were in trouble because there 
was just no room to get there." 

Eventually Father Keane gave up the rectory and his 
other duties-at the time he was regional coordinator for 
the Maryknoll Fathers, director of their overseas training 
program and director of their language school-to move to 
a larger orphanage in the village of Inchon. There, in St. 
Vincent's Orphanage for Amerasians, he can accommodate 
60 to 70 children, plus perhaps 15 to 20 teenagers. "When it 
gets over 100 I get a little nervous," he admits. "Strained." 

Many of these children come to him on their own, as 
the first group did; some are brought by mothers or 
grandmothers who can no longer care for them; and some 
Father Keane has to search out of the villages which hide 
them. In the past few years, he has placed between 700 and 
800 of these children in American homes-and some Euro-
pean homes-through adoption. 

But seeing that he gets some of "his" kids adopted is 
not enough for Father Alfred Keane. "That's a Band-Aid," 
he asserts. "I want to give these kids what is rightfully 
theirs, so that whether I'm living or dead they can all ci~e 
to their fathers' country." For the past several years, he has 
lobbied vigorously for passage of a congressional bill 
which will acknowledge the Amerasians as children of 
American citizens. 

This bill, HR-808, was introduced to the House by 
Congressman Stewart McKinney of Connecticut. It pro-
vides for American-fathered children in Korea, Vietnam, 
Laos and Thailand to qualify under the first or fourth pref-
erence categories of the U.S. Immigration Act in order to 

• 

obtain a permanent immigration visa to the United States. 
These categories are for unmarried and married sons and 
daughters of U.S. citizens. The bill also requires that these 
immigrants have a guarantee of five years of financial sup-
port from a U.S. sponsor. 

Even though as many as 400,000 people-the highest 
estimate of the number of Amerasians in Asia today-will 
be affected by this bill, its passage will n9t swell the num-
bers of immigrants the United States presently accepts 
from these countries. The bill simply gives the Amerasians 
preference; it does not allow for an increased number of 
immigrants each year. It also will not cost the taxpayers a 
dime. It will only acknowledge the truth, says Father 
Keane-that these children have American fathers and the 
right to live in America. 

From Father Keane's point of view, the bill is essential. 
He points out that as serious as the situation is in Korea, it 
is even worS~tll.,\iLCI} worse-in Vi_etna_m . There, perhaps 
as many as 200,c1ml ·Amerasians hve 1n the streets and 
scavenge to find whatever they can to survive. Because of 
their American lineage, 'the Vietnamese government will 
not issue them ration cards, which every Vietnamese 
needs to purchase food. These children are starving. 

Very few of America's politicians take the plight of the 
Amerasians as seriouslv as Father Keane, however, and he 
says he's been told tim·e and again that the American peo-
ple "don't care" about the ,\mera,,ians, so such a bill is 
unnecessary_ Father Keane d0e~11 ! believe that 

" Peofile-,irr good," he sa\·s I ,·e ,een it all over. I do 
believe the Arr.erican people \\·ill care if they know . And I 
hope they will care enc,ugh to write tu their representatives 
in Congress and encourage the passage of this bill Because 
they, the American people, are going to decide whether 
these children will live a life of happiness, a meaningful 
life, or if they are going to be condemned.'' 

He pulls out stacks of vivid photographs takrn at his 
orphanage and spreads them across the table [\'en the 
most disinterested observer 'would adm!I th.it the Amt:r· 
asians are striking!\' handsome children. "And smart, 
too," the priest nods, pride creeping into his ,·01ce. "Boy, 
they're smart \\·e·re a bunch of idiots to turn our backs on 
these kids-1d1ots." 

These are the reasons Father Keane shuttles relentlessly 
back and forth between his home in Korea and his cam-
paign in the States, hoping that someone will listen and 
help. He is exhausted , he says, and his campaign is cur-
rentlv running approx1matelv 55U ,L10Cl in the red, but he is 
not\\ orned ' \lc,ne\'-h·hat's monev 0

" he asks . "It ' ll come 
from somewhere." 

'I Command You to Free Them' 

fat her Keane's work with the 
Amerasians \,·ent into full swing in April of 1976, after he 
had taken care (>f the children 1n his parish and could begin 
to scour the small towns around the American military 
ba~es , searching for others who might be in trouble. He 
found children who were being h-arassed and ridiculed, 
bought and sold , held for ransom , living with prostitutes 

" \\"ell. I ended ur at Camp Case,· ." he remembers . "I 
had four little children with me. the first four tha: I found 
in that penod, and I \,·as mad because I saw what was 
haVi'ening .. and I was cr\'ing because children suffering in 
this wa\· 1ust disturbs me so much, and all I could hear 
\,ere those beautiful word<. of the Lord to the prophet 
\1oses. ·1 ha,e heard the en from my children in their 
sorww and aff11ct1on , and I command vou to go free them' 
So I said . ' LDrd I will · Since then , I've been working full 
time 

Keane first tried going to the local militarv for help with 



c~ri ng for the Amerasian children . Thev told him the 
Amerasians were not the responsibility of the United 
Stales government . The Eighth Army headquarters and the 
United States embassy told him the same thing. The priest 
had no monev , no connections , very few friends back in 
the States-h~'d been in Korea for 18 years at the time-
and he was living in the local red-light district for lack of 
anyplace else to stay . "So ," he says , " I prayed to the Lord ." 

His answer came in the form of a little boy named 
Frankie Joseph The child 's father had sent him and his 
mother to the States on a fiancee visa , then deserted them 
and had them sent back to Korea alone . The child 's mother 
had a mental and emotional collapse Her mother- the 
child 's maternal gran d-mother-brought Frankie Joseph to 
Father Keane to see if he could find a home for the boy . 

Frankie Joseph was with Father Keane one day when he 
went to \ isi t the then- commanding general of the second 

di.\ason '~he gr,neral fai in :Jove with the little boy & 
adopted him,' says the pries,.t. "He WqS al ai;iswer 
to a prayer, & not the $enera~~' but_m1.ne. 

" I sa id to h im , 'That boy came here with a missi on , 
same as Joseph in the Old Tes tament, the mission of sav ing 
his people , the Amerasian children . So I hope you hear the 
Lord asking you and reaching out to you to do something 
to help these children.' And this general said Yes ." 

The general proceeded to organize the Amerasian As-
sociati on among the military personnel. " When you've got 
a two-star general say ing , 'Hey , let 's volunteer our free 
time ,' all these guys just stumble all over one ano ther try-
ing to help ," the priest nods . Later on , this general intro-
duced Father Keane to other generals and the chairman of 
the jo int chiefs of staff, who was also very supportive. 

The amount of help the top military brass can offer is 
limited , however . They can keep their offi cers in line, with 
threat s of delayed prom otions for those who take advan-
tage of the \'illage women , but their innuence over the 
pri vate lives of the enl isted men is minimal. 

" They all get briefed now , you know . They weren ' t 
getting briefed before ." Father Keane shakes his head . 
" But it's kind of the macho thing to do . You get your 
yabo-that's what they call the girls- you get your yabo 
and you settle in for a year or two or three and play house. 
Then one day you get up and walk away ." 

Korean laws state that it is a criminal and civil offense to 
get a Korean woman pregnant under promise of marriage . 
American servicemen , however , are rarely prosecuted on 
th is charge because of an agreement between the United 
States government and the Korean government which 
states that jurisdiction on charges of a criminal nature 
passes to American authority within 15 days after the 
charges are introduced . Because fathering an illegitimate 
child is not a criminal offense under American law, the 
charges are dropped once jurisdiction changes hands. 

Even if the father is tried in civil court and ordered to 
make financial recompense to the mother, he can refuse 
under the protection of an agreement which stipulates that 
charges arising from civil cases cannot be used as a pretext 
to delay American military personnel from proceeding to 
their next assignment . So once a serviceman is transferred 
to another base or back to the U.S ., he is free to go , regard-
less of what he owes the children and their mother . In the 
States he is protected by the Privacy Act, so the woman 
cann ot contact him unless he wants to be contacted . 

To Doubt a Man's Word 

''N ow, why in God 's name 
do these w omen have these kids?" Father Keane asks. 
"That's what mos t people want to kn ow . And why are they 
so nai ve in waiting for these guys to come back year after 
year? 

" Well , first of all , you have to understand that this 
woman has come and lived with this man, and he's prom-
ised marriage, sometimes even gone through with the Ko-
rean ceremony , and she thinks she's been his wife. These 
children are not born of short-term , Saturday-night-on-
the-town relationships-these men come to Korea and 
move in for a year or two. 

"So this guy has his Korean wife, and of course he 
wants his Korean family, so he asks her to have a child . 
And she does , because she wants to provide a child for her 
man. They are all planned births. This is important to un-
derstand . They all know about birth control ; no Korean 
woman is going to bring a child into the world that she 
knows the father doesn't want. " 

Then the falher leaves , promising to return or send for 
her and the children . The mother waits. "She waits, and 
why?" the priest asks . " We say it's naivete , but it's not , it's 
because--" Father Keane picks up a pen and scribbles a 
quick figure on an envelope he's found in his jacket 
pocket . " This is the Chinese character that means man, " he 
says . He writes down another figure . "This is the char-
acter that means word. " He draws still a third figure, one 
which combines the first two. "You take the character for 
man , and the character for word , and you get- trust," he 
nods . " A man and his word are one . When you have a man 
and his word together, you have trust. To doubt the man's 
word is to doubt the man himself. And that is a number 
one grave sin in Oriental society." 

It is not until she has waited several years-sometimes 
five or six or more--that the woman begins to doubt and, 
perhaps, panic. That is when she brings her children to 
Father Keane's orphanage. 

" It 's very sad , you know," the priest admits . "There are 
a lot of tears to this work . Most of these women bring their 
children to me to find them homes because they love 
them ." When a woman brings him her children, he ex-
plains , she does so only because she realizes she can no 
longer care for them or that they would be better off in 
America , if they can get there . 

Going to the Promised Land 

By the time they come to the 
orphanage, many of the children are too old to obtain an 
adoption visa-they are issued only to children who are 
under 14. Others are still eligible for the visa, but at an 
age-11 , 12 or 13-which fewer families consider "adopta-
ble." " Everybody wants to adopt a little girl under the age 
of four, it seems to me," says Father Keane . "I got 2,000 
letters in the past two months , and 90 percent of them want 
little girls, blond, blue eyes, good health, no emotional 
problems and above-average intelligence. You'd think I 
had a supermarket with little Shirley Temple dolls in it ." 

In spite of his inability to fill such "orders," Father 
Keane has been successful in placing his children in 
American homes . Each year, between 170 and 200 Amer-
asian children are adopted and sent to the United States 
with the help of such organizations as Americans for Inter-
national Aid, a group of airline stewardesses who serve as 
escorts and bring the children from Korea to the States 
cheaply and safely . The priest can usually find a home for a 
child in a month , and it takes three or four more to com-
plete the paperwork and send the child to his or her new 
family . 

Getting teenagers-those 14 or older-to the U.S . has 
been a much more serious problem. Up until this year, 
even temporary student visas were denied them as a mat-
ter of course because the U.S . immigration officials knew 
these youngsters probably would end up staying on in 
America any way they could rather than return to Korea. 

" The people in these embassies know the problems 



these kids face and that once they get out of there, they 
probably aren't going back," Father Keane explains. "And 
if they're not convinced that the kid's going to return to the 
country of origin, they will not issue a student visa. So for 
a number of years I've been screaming at them, embarrass-
ing them wherever I went. Now the kids get visas." 

Father Keane sees no solution to this problem other 
than bringing the Amerasians to the land of their fathers. 
He points out that in the days of the colonial powers the 
illegimate children of French, Belgian, Dutch or English 
settlers and native women were always given the chance to 
choose citizenship in the land of their fathers if they 
wanted it. 

"We are the only great country that has turned its back 
on its own children," he insists. "And you know, we talk 
loud about human rights violations, especially when they 
occur in places where we can't do anything about them, 
but here, obviously, is a human rights violation. These 
children have been denied their American heritage and the 
government won't even recognize that they have a claim to 
it .,, 

He shakes his head with anger. "I think it's downright 
immoral. Here's the government saying, 'We're not re-
sponsible for this; this is the result of the private actions of 
American citizens,' but the individual Americans wouldn't 
be in Korea or Yietnam or wherever, doing this, unless 
America had sent them, unless Congress had sent them." 

Father Keane places little of the blame for the suffering 
of the Korean Amerasians on the shoulders of the Korean 
people or the Korean government. "I love the Korean peo-
ple," he says. "I understand them; I don't condemn them . 
They help me. One of the virtues of the Orientals is com-
passion for their fellow man. But while they feel compas-
sion, they're not ready to hire them, marry them, and they 
don't like their children going to school with them." 

As far as the government goes, the Amerasians are well 
treated, tl\e priest continues. They are given financial aid 
so they can complete their schooling and they are ex-
empted from military service. 

"But they are not going to be accepted," he reiterates. 
"It's just a matter of the Koreans asking the simple ques-
tion: What are they doing here? They don't belong here. 
Why don't they go to their fathers' people?" 

The priest is determined that they will go to their 
fathers' people. "The children of God in the Bible spent 40 
years in the desert before they were able to go to their 
fathers' country,'' he recalls. "Now, it's 36 years since these 
children first appeared on the scene, since we first went to 
Asia in large numbers, and we stand now before what I call 
the walls of Jericho, which is the United States immigra-
tion policy . And we're going to blow those walls down, 
because these are the children of the Promise, and I know 
the Lord himself wants these children freed. I've been a 
Maryknoller for over 30 years, and I have never felt his 
power or his presence so much as I have when I walk 
through villages where these children are found ." 

To Live in Loneliness 

father Keane is doing every-
thing he can to insure the passage of Bill HR-808, and if 
that fails, he's got other-more colorful-plans to put into 
effect. Nothing, he says, will deter him. 

"I love these kids," he admits. "And they've suffered so 
much. Look at what this one kid wrot~" He shuffles 
some papers and finds a letter written by a 27-year-old 
Korean Amerasian. The line he points to reads: " I only 
desire to walk tall and st;rolight like any other man ." Father 
Keane folds the letter again . "Dignity. That's all they want. 
Everyone deserves that." 

He leans back a little and stares at the table top . " But 
what do these kids have?" he asks. "Well, it's been put this 
way: The loneliness in the father's heart, the loneliness 
that created them, that's all that's left them. This loneli-
ness. It's a terrible way to live, in loneliness and isolation, 
feeling you're an oddball. ... I call this the American 
tragedy." • 

Please write your Congressional representatives and urge 
them to support Bill HR-808 or write your Senator and 
urge the introduction of a similar bill in the Senate. 

Donations and requests for further information concerning 
the Korean Amerasians should be addressed to: 

600 G "P''-' STREE"T 
CFr,. \ fO COLQqAoO 802'!8 

Maryknoll missionary Father Alfred Keane (above) has cared 
for hundreds of children at St. Vincent's Orphanage for 
Amerasians in Inchon, South Korea. The children call him 
Abba (Daddy)--most of them cannot remember their real 
fathers. The priest enjoys the honor. "I love children," 
he says. "Two adults will bother me; 100 kids won't." 

i 



March 16, 1981 
Dear Friend of H.R.808, 

My name is Debbie. My mother is a Zorea..~ and my father 
is an American. I don't know my father. He was an American 
soldier. He promised to marrJ my mother but he left Korea 
without saying goodbye and without ever seeing me. 

Being mixed blood really hurt me bad. When I was in 
Korea the Koreana did not treat me like a human. I had a 
hard time when I lived with a Korean family where my mo\h,er 
left me. 

The Korean family made me a housemaid when I was only 11 
years old. I just went to school a little bit. School was 
bad because everybody called me all kinds of names. It was 
hard to mal:e friends. When I walked by myself Korean boys 
came to me and beat me until I cculd not mcve. 

When someone of mixed blood like me grows up, he car.:.not 
find a job. If you get a job, it will be as a hcusegirl or 
boy, all kinds of dirty work. When Korean people get into a 
fight, the person who started the fight will go to jail. But 
if AmerAsians get into a fight with a Korean, the police will 
always send the AmerAsian to jail. It doesn't _matter who 
started the fight. I was told by the police that it didn't 
matter how ~uch I got beat up, ey father was an America!l, so 
I was not protected by Korean law. 

But I was a lucky person. Someone very special found me. 
P..is name is Father KeaLe. He has a home in ~orea for .tu:.e~-
Asian children. He found a family to take me to the U.S.A. 

When I came to the U.S., everything was different. People 
are so nice ar:d they don't treat me like t.."'le Zorean people did • 
. And they are very friendly. I was so happy beca·, .. se I never 
had a friend that really ca~ed about me. 

But I 8.1:l not really happy because i..~ J:orea there are still 
a lot of people like me who really want to co::ie tc tie t:.S. 
and have a·better life. If the Eo~se Eill 808 passes, it will 
be a big help to all of us. 

Tha."lk you for helping to get H.R.808 passed. 
Sincerely, 



Article by David DeVoss 

Every working day just before 
sunrise, Lee Sung-gu leaves 
his shack in a working-class 
section of Seoul, South 

Korea, and trudges downhill to his 
job, passing huts edged with barbed 
wire, clay pots full of the fermenting 
cabbage mixture called kimchi, and 
scabrous curs still whimpering at 
the moon. He meets neighbors, also 
on their way down the hill, but none 
of them acknowledge his pre·sence. 
Neither is he greeted by any of his 
fellow commuters at the bus stop. 
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Lee waits for his bus in the icy si-
lence. In the distance, downtown 
Seoul is emerging slowly from the 
predawn gloom, but the approach of 
a new day brings no promise of a 
brighter day for Lee. He is an 
Amerasian, the son of a Korean 
mother and an American father. That 
alone makes him a cipher, a pariah, 
beneath notice. He is only matter-
of-fact when he says, "I can truth-
fully say that l 've never had a Ko-
rean friend." 

Few societies would fail to value 
a presentable young man like Lee. 
His bearing is erect, his manner 
precise. He is a devout Presbyterian 

and a devoted . son. He perform 
well at his modest job as a vegetabl 
chef in one of Seoul's most exclu 
sive private clubs. And yet, the vis 
ible fact of his parentage condemns 
him to contempt or invisibility. 
When they speak to him at all, his 
co-workers use a form of address 
reserved for menials and children. 
Korean women of every class and 
profession avoid him. Only b 
agreeing to a marriage arranged by 
his church has he managed to avoi 
a life of celibacy. 

A quarter of a century of scorn, 
ridicule, isolation, has made Lee 
skeptical about human contact. 



Tense and dour, he recoils when ap-
proached. Saving money is his major 
preoccupation; he reserves a third of 
his $400 monthly paycheck for the 
child he and his wife hope to have. "I 
was weak, and I missed being 
adopted, but if I have a child, he 
must escape to the United States," 
he whispers. "I cannot allow him to 
:!ndure the life of an Amerasian in 
Korea." 

For Westerners weaned on the 
myth of the melting pot, the word 
4.merasian might evoke a benign 
,lending of two great cultures. Ko-
·eans, however, pride themselves on 
Jeing danil min jok, or "one~ 

blooded people." The 6,000 Amera-
sians among them are an affront, a 
mockery of the deeply held shib-
boleth that Korean blood has re-
mained pure throughout the more 
than 2,000 years of Korean history. 
It was pQssible for Koreans to ac-
cept and assimilate the progeny of 
earlier waves of foreign soldiers, 
such as the Mongols and the Japa-
nese. Unlike Americans, they did 
not sire children with disquieting 
blue eyes, negroid lips or the amber 
cast of a Chicano. 

But Koreans are not alone in their 
bigotry. In Japan, racial homogenei-
ty is the essence of patriotism, and 

America's military In-
volvement In Asia spans 
decades, and so do some 
of the children sired by 
U.S. servicemen. Prem• 
vadi Paingara, left, with 
her mother, is no_w 20 and 
a business student at a 
Bangkok college. Lee 
Sung-Gu, 27, above, en-
dures the stony scorn of 
"full-blooded" Koreans 
and works as a vege• 
table chef in an exclu• 
sive club In Seoul. He 
says he has never had 
a Korean friend. 
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.. 
in underdeveloped Asian countries 
farther south, mixed blood smacks 
of neocolonialism or loose morals. 
Amerasians are seen as embarrass-
ing social parasites consuming re-
sources that would be better de-
voted to serving the pure, struggling 
native population. Still, it is in 
Korea that the fetish of racial purity 
is at its ugliest. 

Conceived in loneliness by par-
ents temporarily linked, sometimes 
by no more than the passing of a $20 
bill, the Amerasian in Korea is ste-
reotyped from birth. In a Confucian 
society defined by a rigid ladder of 
hierarchical relationships, he oc-
cupies the lowest rung. His mother 
has violated social norms, and for 
this outrage, she and her alien child 
must forever wander outside the 
fence of respectability. 

Not all Amerasians are the prod-
ucts of prostitution. Many are born 
to peasant girls who were promised 
eternal devotion by temporarily de-
voted soldiers. Once the father van-
ishes, so does the child's chance of 
being registered on a hojuk, or "fam-
ily record." The document is nothing 
more than a portable genealogy, but 
without it, no respectable school will 
accept a student, no employer will 
offer a satisfying job. Uneducated, 
poor and without hope of advancing 
themselves, many Amerasians are 
forced to subsist in the smoke-filled 
bars and short-time hotels that clus-
ter near every U.S. Army base in 
Korea. 

Most Amerasians in Korea gravi-
tate to Seoul, if only because it offers 
the largest concentration of Ameri-
cans. During the day, hundreds of 
them kill time by skylarking through 
the cavernous pedestrian subways 
that are designed to serve as bomb 
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Vietnamese-American chil• 
dren like this Saigon cigarette 

girl are second-class citi• 
zens so far as the Communist 

bureaucracy Is concemed. 
They and their mothers are 

considered "American" and 
are therefore ineligible 

to attend public schools, 
hold a Job or receive a gov• 
ernment ration card. Says 

one official, "We'll turn 
them all over if America is 

willing to accept them." 

shelters. Periodically, some will ask 
for work at the sprawling U.S. 
Eighth Army headquarters, but few 
get jobs: all hiring is controlled by 
Korean labor contractors. 

Female Amerasians unable to find 
conventional work· eventually be-
come "working girls'' in the bars of 
the red-light Etaewon district. 
Amerasian men are their procurers. 
It is an unsavory symbiosis, but 
since the customers are American 
servicemen, the flesh trade is un-
officially sanctioned. 

The teenage American soldiers 
assigned to protect South Korea are 
a far cry from the colorful heroes 
depicted on recruiting posters. 
Dressed in garish velveteen jackets 
embroidered with snorting dragons 
and macho nicknames, they go 
"down to the ville·· every night to 
drink 50-cent beers and negotiate 
with impassive hookers. In the eyes 
of Amerasians, these pubescent Gls 
are models to be emulated and, if 
possible, followed back to America, 
the promised land. 

"In America I wouldn't have any 
problems,'" explains Paul (Kwang 
Gyun) Shin, a sepia-toned Amera-
sian who affects the swagger of the 
South Philadelphia dude he imagines 
his father to have been. "I could stop 
fighting and wouldn't have to hear 
the word tll'igi [wild seed] every 
day. I love my mother, but I want my 
inheritance. If I have my father's 
face, I should be able to live in my 
father's country." 

America's culture may be rooted 
in Europe, but its vital interests 
have been tied to Asia ever since 
1853, when Commodore Matthew 
Perry steamed into Tokyo Bay. Per-
ry's dramatic show of force was re-
peated some four decades later 
when another American commo-
dore, named George Dewey, con-
fronted the Spanish at Manila. Be-
cause of Dewey's victory, Ameri-
ca ·s western frontier moved to the 
very rim of Asia, thus linking for 
better or worse the destinies of the 
two continents. 

Twelve major U.S. military instal-
lations are scattered along the periph-
ery of East Asia. More than 40,000 
military personnel are stationed in 
South Korea, and another 14,000 in 
the Philippines. Additional personnel 
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are stationed at the three U.S. Air 
Force bases in Japan. 

The degree to which American 
Gis have served the interests of hu-
manity can be argued strenuously, 
but it is hard to dfspute their pro-
creative urgency. Thirty years of 
U.S. military involvement in Korea 
have produced as many as 6,000 
Amerasians. Only 4.500 of an esti-
mated 8,000 Amerasians have been 
located in Thailand. There are more 
than 5,000 ·•Vietnam era·· Amera-
sians in the Philippines, and the 
number of unwanted half-Americans 
in Vietnam itself, which hosted bet-
ter than 2.1 million U.S. soldiers be-
tween 1965 and 1973. could conceiv-
ably total 25,000. Only the homeless 
Amerasians in Saigon were ever 
counted, and when the last U.S. heli-
copter rose from Tan Son Nhut Air-
port five years ago, an estimated 
8,000 of them were left behind. 
Adorned with cowlicks and spat-
tered with freckles. many resemble 
midwestern members of Future 
Farmers of America. Only their tat-
tered p'ajamas and the pox they have 
acquired from sleeping in fetid back 
all.eys brand them as bui dpi- "dust 
of life ... 

The rumpled, bureaucratic men 
who control South Vietnam today 
insist that Amerasians aren't their 
responsibility. For them, the chil-
dren and their mothers are ·· Ameri-
can" and thus ineligible to attend 
public schools, hold a job or.receive 
a government ration card. "Our so-
ciety does not need these bad ele-
ments,·· says Vo Vonh Thuan, a 
former Viet Cong who administers 
Saigon's Department of Social Wel-
fare. "We'll turn them all over if 
America is willing to accept them.·· 

American soldiers were not the 
first to discover the pleasures of 
Asia. The Dutch were established on 
the ~alay archipelago by 1700. The 
British landed at Penang in 1786, and 
the French entered Cambodia and 
were well settled by 1863. Miscege-
nation became commonplace. The 
Eurasians thus born out of wedlock 
were never accepted socially-but 
neither were they left stranded .. Il-
legitimacy was no impediment to be-
coming a British subject. A simple 
acknowledgment of paternity was 
enough to establish Dutch citizen-
ship. And the merest hint of Gallic 

blood earned a French passport m 
Indochina. 

Rather than grant similar forms of 
no-fault citizenship, the United 
States has traditionally ignored its 
bastard sons and daughters. Now, 
however. there is a bill pending 
before Congress that could help end 
the hypocrisy and permit some 
Amerasians to enter the United 
States as resident immigrants [see 
box on page 78]. 

One of the first to draw attention 
to the plight of Amerasians was Pearl 

In the eyes of Amerasians, 
these pubescent Gls are 
models to be emulated. 

Buck, an American missionary and 
Nobel Prize winner whose novel 
about China, The Good Earth, was 
the literary event of 1931. She was 
appalled by the discrimination 
leveled at half-American children 
and by the poverty in which they 
lived. Most of them were running 
wild or being sold for a profit by un-
scrupulous "adoption" agencies. For 
Pearl Buck, the alienation she sensed 
in the children was no different from 
that which she had personally expe-
rienced during the Boxer Rebellion 
many years before. "I was innocent, .. 
she noted in My Se1·eral Worlds, 
"but because I had fair skin, the blue 
eyes, the blond hair of my race, I was 
hated. and because of fear of me 
[emphasis hers] and my kind. I 
walked in danger.·· 

Pearl Buck established a founda-
tion in 1964 to subsidize the upbring-
ing of Amerasians in Asia and bring 
their plight to public attention. All of 
the foundation's funds today come 
from American sponsors, who con-
tribute S2 l a month, and an occa-
sional letter, toward the support of 
the Amerasian child with whom they 
are paired. 

The Pearl Buck Foundation main-
tains five offices in East Asia. The 
Seoul office takes care of about 500 
children on an annual budget of 
$225,000. The most successful oper-
ation, however, is in the Philippines, 
where 1,700 Amerasians are sup-
ported yearly on roughly the same 
amount of money. 

Throughout the long Indochina 
war, most of the bombs that fell on 
North Vietnam were dropped from 
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At St. Vincent's 
Home for Amer• 
asians in Seoul, 
Korea, children 
of mixed blood 
bide their time 
waiting for 
adoption by fam• 
ilies in the 
United States. 
Father Alfred 
Keane, the 
Maryknoll priest 
who runs the 
home, prowls the 
bars and. streets 
of "the ville" in 
search of chil• 
dren and moth• 
ers willing to 
give them up. 
When they first 
arrive, the young 
ones are under• 
standably ner• 
vous and home• 
sick. To ease the 

• trauma of ad• 
justment, Father 
Keane (far right) 
bundles them to• 

j gether and lets 
them spend the 
first few nights 
in his room. 

• 

planes based in Thailand. At the 
height of the war, there were more 
than 50,000 U.S. military personnel 
stationed in the country, a figure that 
fails to include the 5,000 Gls flown in 
from Vietnam every month for ""rest 
and recreation," which inevitably 
included sexual diversion. Faded 
signs along the highway into Ubon 
still exhort pleasure seekers to stay 
at the Playboy Hotel. The Playboy 
itself is gone, along with the fast-
food cafeterias and bomber squad-
rons. At the Nakhon Phanom air 
base, known to American service-
men as Naked Fanny, the barracks 
have been looted, and water buffalo 
graze on the softball fields. 

Only five years ago, the network 
of U.S. military bases was pumping 
$ I 70 million a year into the Thai 
economy. Today, there is jungle 
overgrowth, decay, silence. But not 
everything has returned to the earth. 
Outside Takhli Air Force Base on 
Thailand"s rice-rich central plain, 
there is an artifact that has defied the 
monsoon and the jungle. It is a Phan-
tom jet, and on its side is painted the 
motto of the tactical fighter wing to 
which it .belonged: The Proud Amer-
ican. ""I'd like to get the two hundred 
Amerasians living around that de-
serted base and take a picture of 
them standing in front of that plane," 
says Robert Hearn, the portly coor-
dinator for the Pearl Buck Founda-
tion in Thailand. '"Our guys were so 
gung ho, but I just wish they knew 
what they left behin'ti. .. 

They left behind children, thou-
sands and thousands of children. 
Most of them continue to live with 
their mothers, but others have been 
shunted into orphanages or en-
trusted to hired guardians. One di-
minutive child named Kisada has 
been adopted by Buddhist monks liv-
ing in the south central town of 
Karat. Every morning at dawn, he 
dons his saffron robe and takes to 
the streets with his alms bowl. 

Amerasians in Thailand seldom 
experience the hostility encountered 
by their cousins in Korea. Thailand's 
Theravada Buddhism is based on 
tolerance. In addition, the Thai-
American children have the advan-
tage of youth. Few were born before 
1963, the year Washington began its 
'"secret war·· in Laos, so the majority 
are still young. But the racial dif-
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ferences remain and become more 
pronounced as the children mature. 
Says Hearn, "Some look like they 
just stepped out from behind a row 
of Kansas corn ... 

Alisara Phuli is the tallest girl in 
her class. On the basketball court at 
the San Hirun School. three miles 
from the klong (canal) on which she 
lives, her five-foot . frame towers 
above the other children. Dribbling 
the ball across the asphalt, she looks 
like a diplomat's daughter who has 
wandered away from the Interna-
tional School. It is only on introduc-
tion to a stranger that her true na-
tionality appears. Then, like all polite 
Thais, she gives the palms-together 
ll'ai greeting and gently murmurs, 
"Sall'asdee.·· 

Alisara·s Teutonic features come 
from her father, who was an Ameri-
can building contractor living in the 
Laotian capital of Vientiane. Her 

mother, Lamai Phuli, who was a 
maid in the villa next door, feels a 
special devotion to her blond daugh-
ter, but crippling arthritis and the 
demands made by seven other chil-
dren make it difficult for her to give 
Alisara all the attention she needs. 

Alisara will finish public school 
and perhaps even enter college, but 
her mother fears that beneath her 
daughter's smiling demeanor, emo-
tional problems may be building 
strength: .. She was silent when I told 
her that her father didn't know he 
had a daughter. She still asks about 
him all the time." 

Thailand· s generally benign atti-
tude toward children like Alisara 
wavered briefly three years ago 
when its Minister of the Interior de-
clared Amerasians ineligible for Thai 
citizenship under an old law passed 
to disenfranchise the children of 
Vietnamese refugees suspected_ of 

The Case for Equity 
Last year. Rep. Stewart McKin-

ney (R-Conn.) introduced a bill in 
the U.S. House of Representatives 
that would allow illegitimate chil-
dren of American military person-
nel to receive permanent immi-
grant visas if they satisfy custom-
ary health and character criteria. 
H.R. 3439 does not give all 
Amerasians a free ticket to the 
United States. It merely confers a 
much higher immigration status on 
orphans of proven American par-
entage so that they may enter the 
country legally if a sponsoring or-
ganization or family can be found. 

Though children of mixed blood 
living in Vietnam. Laos and Thai-
land are covered by the proposed 
legislation, the 6,000 Amerasians in 
Korea would be the first to benefit. 
No one can dispute their status as 
people "who by their physical ap-
pearance and color are prevented 
from being fully integrated into a 
society and the culture into which 
they have been born ... 

It is orphans such as these, tor-
tured by a legacy not of their mak-
ing. that H. R. 3439 is intended to 
assist, but despite the support of 
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6'.! cosponsors. McKinney's bill is 
a long way from becoming law. It 
'has languished for more than a 
year in the House Judiciary Sub-
committee on Immigration. It does 
not have an energetic sponsor in 
the Senate. 

Thousands of lives can be re-
deemed by the passage of H.R. 
3439. If you believe these aban-
doned offspring of America de-
serve a chance for happiness, 
please write Rep. Elizabeth 
Holtzman (D-N.Y.). chairman of 
the House Judiciary Subcommittee 
on Immigration, Refugees, and In-
ternational Law, or your own 
congressman. 

Those wishing to provide direct 
monetary support for Amerasian 
children may do so with donations 
to the Pearl S. Buck Foundation, 
Green Hills Farm, Perkasie, Penn-
sylvania 18944, or by supporting 
the work done by Father Alfred 
Keane at St. Vincent's Home for 
Amerasians in Seoul, Korea. 
Money for St. Vincent's should 
be sent to Maryknoll Fathers, 
Maryknoll Post Office, Maryknoll, 
New York 10545. 

disloyalty. The ruling shocked the 
Pearl Buck Foundation; it meant that 
in addition to being ineligible for 
passports, Amerasians would also be 
denied Thai identity cards, entry into 
universities, civil service jobs, ser-
vice in the armed· forces and land 
ownership. After frantic persuasion 
by Hearn and a gentle protest from 
Washington, the crisis was resolved 
in a manner typically Thai: the chil-
dren were construed to be Thai since 
their fathers had entered the country 
legally as "welcome guests" of the 
government. 

Thailand's relaxation stems. in 
part, from the fact that the size of its 
Amerasian population is stable. In 
Korea. where the U.S. defense force 
is permanent, officials are less san-
guine. Thirty years ago, the tiny vil-
lage of Toko-ri was recognized as the 
location of a James Michener war 
novel. Today, the 2,000 infantry-
men living at nearby Camp Hovey 
know it only as a beery oasis peopled 
by 600 bar girls. The village· s now 
tarnished reputation troubles its 44-
year-old mayor, Paek Yong Chull, 
but not as much as the parade of or-
phans for whom he must find shelter. 
"It doesn't seem to matter if they 
stay with their mothers or go into 
an orphanage,.. he sighs. ··These 
Amerasian children just never learn 
to adjust." · 

The thousands of teenage Ameri-
can soldiers sent to Korea every 
year have adjustment problems of 
their own. For most of them, it is 
their first time away from home, and 
certainly their first experience with a · 
culture that permits controlled pros-
titution. There is excitement in the 
air, and a vague hint of danger. but 
the overwhelming emotion is loneli-
ness. "Guys go down to the bars to 
keep from thinking about home, .. 
says a sergeant, "but they're still 
lonely. I sometimes see guys go into 
the john and just cry.·· 

The Pentagon is not unaware of its 
soldiers· needs. At Camp Casey, 
where the '.!nd Infantry Division is 
headquartered, one finds all the rec-
reational facilities of a modern col-
lege campus. There is a pinball ar-
c_ade and a bowling center, curio 
shops and a candy store. Close to the 
golf course is an Olympic-size 
swimming pool and a steam bath that 
may be crowded on nights when 
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there are no amateur theatricals at 
the playhouse. 

Although much is available at 
government-subsidized prices. most 
soldiers prefer to find recreation 
"down in the ville.·· which in this 
case is Tongduchon. Every U.S. 
base in Korea has a ville. and all 
specialize in goods for the modern 
soldier. Roach clips and other mari-
juana paraphernalia, hand-tailored 
suits. black power amulets and fried 
onion rings can be had for a fraction 
of their price back home. The Army. 
however. knov. s very well v. hat the 
favorite comm_odity is, and accord-
ingly. it makes available to Camp 
Casey soldiers a "VD Guide .. that 
rates the spirochete level at the 10 
top clubs in the ville. Armed with 
this knowledge and government-
issue prophylactics. the troops test 
their luck in Tongduchon at such 
dens as the Starlight. the Beach 
House or Pop·s Store. Success is in-
evitable. and despite all the precau-
tions. the crov. d of Amerasian chil-
dren idling in the shadows of the bars 
continues to grow. 

Prostitution. however. is not the 
only contributor to the Amerasian 
birthrate. Many Amerasian children 
are the products of marriages based 
on love and even economics. For the 
young enlisted ma'}. marrying a Ko-
rean means an extra $160 a month. 
The girl couldn ·1 be happier. since 
she gets a chance at going to the 
United States and. more immedi-
ately. enjoys the Post Exchange 
privileges accorded Army wives. 
Army commanders realize that many 
of the women will have children and 

"I'm too old to attract another 
man. My goal in life? Maybe to 
live a few years without pain." 

that some of the ··families" will be 
deserted. but they give tacit approval 
to such marriages if only because 
they lower the VD rate. According to 
Rev. Alfred Keane. the 48-year-old 
director of St. Vincent's Home for 
Amerasians in Seoul, most .-\mer-
asians are born at the behest of the 
father. .. Some Gls have a bad mar-
riage back in the States and \\ant a 
family to play with here. For others. 
it's simply a test of virility. Either 
way, the new volunteer Army lets 
·em do what they want.·· 
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When a GI father decides to turn 
his back on the family, a heartbreak-
ingly simple scenario, begins to un-
fold. The father's exit is always ac-
companied by the promise to return, 
and for a time, letters and some-
times a little cash do arrive. Relying 
on her husband's word, the Korean 
wife borrows money to maintain the 
apartment and support her child. 
"It's when the creditors finally 
come that she has to start hustling," 
Keane says. 

Until I 978, when the KoreaJJ gov-
ernment prohibited the practice, 
adoption brokers preyed on desper-
ate Korean women. The broker 
would offer to pay off all the wom-
an· s debts in return for her child. 
who became the collateral for the 
loan. Some women grasped at the 
proffered bill consolidation as their 
only possible escape from .. the busi-
ness... but with monthly interest 
rate~ running at JO percent ( 120 per-
cent per year) on the unpaid balance, 
they ended up working even harder 
as prostitutes-and falling deeper 
into debt. 

Today. Father Keane spends most 
of his waking hours prowling the 
bars in search of Amerasians and 
talking .to young American soldiers 
at night about their social responsi-
bilities and the American image 
abroad. Keane's speeches ·have not 
reduced the number of Amerasian 
births, but a decade of sleuthing has 
helped nearly 600 Amerasian or-
phans find new homes in the United 
States. 

"There's a big demand for 
Amerasians because they are so 
beautiful ... says Keane ... All the let-
ters ask for light-skinned kids of 
above average intelligence with no 
emotional problems. Unfortunately, 
Gls don't always make ·em that way. 
Many are black and gangly, but we 
owe them all the chance to walk tall 
like other people." 

Keane believes that Amerasians 
will never be able to walk tall in 
Korea. But Donald Haffner, the 
Pearl Buck Foundation coordinator 
in Seoul. is equally sure that trans-
porting children to the United States 
only adds to their sense of alienation. 
"It's a typical· American response to 
a problem,·· he says, "just like the 
idea of the back-to-Africa movement 
with the blacks." The debate, how-

ever, does not disrupt efforts to help 
the children. 

And what of the Koreans? What 
becomes of the Korean mothers 
after their American husbands and 
racially mixed children leave? What 
happens to all the lithe and sensuous 
young bar girls after the stretch 
marks arrive and cynicism forms a 
scar? 

It is difficult to imagine Lee Sol Ja 

"Our society does not need 
these bad elements," says 
a former Viet Cong official. 

as young and beautiful. A prostitute 
for the past 14 years, she is heavy 
and dull at age 33. "How can I give 
myself to anybody else,'' she asks, 
her eyes wet, her hands dangling 
helplessly beside her bloated stom-
ach. "I've already thrown out my 
body.·· 

She became a prostitute after 
being raped ... It used to happen a lot, 
and we were taken to Uijongbu. a 
town twelve miles north of Seoul, 
because of the disgrace. When I was 
young, it was so easy to make 
money. We all knew about birth con-
trol, but a lot of Americans wanted 
children. We were just girls and 
didn't think. Everyone believed that 
the money would continue forever." 

Lee tried to shape a different life 
by marrying an American GI. She 
became pregnant at his request. He 
left, and the ticket out of the gritty 
ville never arrived. "I waited for two 
years,., she says quietly. The tears 
have stopped. "But finally my 
money ran out. I couldn't sleep with 
other men while I was taking care of 
my husband's child. I thought chil-
dren were the point of marriage, but 
he never returned." 

After she delivers the child she 
is now carrying, she plans to . have 
Keane put it up for adoption. Then 
she will return to her night work as a 
charwoman and to the rice liquor 
that dulls the horror a little. "I can't 
return to my family, and I'm too old 
to attract another man. My goal in 
life? Maybe to live a few years with-
out pain.·· D 

David De Voss has served as a Time corre-
spondent in Saigon and Hong Kong. Re-
cently, he opened a Time bureau in 
Bangkok, Thailand. 
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Ame_r_asian 

Dear Friends: 

Student Sponsorship 

600 GILPIN STREET 
DENVER, COLORADO 80218 

Thank you for your inquiry concerning sponsoring an Amerasian child on a student 
visa. Children needing student visa sponsorship are aged , fourteen and older. The 
children.are of Korean/Caucasian or Korean/Black racial origin. These chilorcn usually 
have a Korean mother and an unknown American father. 

The paperwork necessary to initiate a student visa consists of: 1. a Form l-20A 
Certificate of Eligibility and 2. a Form I-134 Affidavit of Support. Both these forms 
can be obtained from your nearest regional office of the United States Immigration and 
Naturalization Service (INS). You must be willing to support the child for the period 
that he/she is in the United States for education. The affidavit of support will 
acknowledge your ability to do so tv the United States government. The INS Form 1-20 
Certificate of Eligibility should also include a statement from the child's proposed 
school or school district that ESL (English as a Second Language) or tutoring is 
available to the child once he/she is enrolled and that a proficiency in the English 
language is not a pre-requisite for attendance at the school. There should also be 
an indication in the letter tha"t the reporting date for the child's school is not 
absolute - i.e., that he/she may report upon arrival 01 at the beginning of the next 
quarter or semester (in the case of university-aged children). 

The air fare is your responsibility; there are special rates available and there is a 
volunteer organization willing to assist in making travel plans for the child's trip 
to this country. They can arrange for the cheapest air fare available. 

Amerasian children currently available are living in Korea at St. Vincent's Home for 
Amerasian Children in the care of Father Al Keane, a Maryknoll priest who has worked 
in Korea for the past thirty years. He and some of his ataff are working to give 
the children aome rudimentary English but you ahould assume that these children will 
require English instruction upon their arrival in this country. 

Fr. Keane is also working on obtaining scholarships for the university-aged children. 
We will have to place this aged child where scholarships are available, unless you 
(the sponsoring family) are in a position to assist with education expenses. This 
could be done in one of two ways: you may have the funds to finance the child's 
education, or you might be able to arrange with a local college or university to 
grant the child a scholarship. This would require some research on your part. 

* 
Fr. Keane will execute a letter granting guardianship to the sponsoring family in 
order that the child can be included in your insurance coverage and so that you will 
be able to authorize medical treatment for the child if necessary. 

Once you have completed the INS forms (I-20A and 1-134) they will be forwarded to 
Father Keane's staff in Korea •long with a letter outlining the age ond type uf 
Amerasian child you would feel qualified to sponsor. Then Fr. Keane's staff will 
fill in the. information regarding the child after contacting you directly:· · 

Our agency is actini as a referral agency in these student visa cases. We will 
a no~-profit, non-affiliated dssistance COI1,X)ration and licensoo child placanent agency 

*FRIE~DS OF CHILDREN OF VIET NA."1, INC. 



assist you in contacting Father Keane an<l his staff. We can a l so advise you as t u 
the Immigration forms necessary and how they are t o be completed. In additi o n we 
will put you in touch with the organization making travel plans fo r the children. 

We are often asked if these children can be adopted. This questiun is wit hout answer 
at this point. If a legal way can be developed to make this possible, it .wnuld be 
wonderful, since these children cannot fit into Korean society. 

If ~,u are interested in the ad0ption of school-aged Amerasian childre11 (under 
fourteen), then please contact our agency to ask for an adoption information 
packet. 

• 
If you are interested in pursuing the sponsorship of an Amerasian .student, please 
send a letter to us indicating what type of child would best fit into your plans. 
Please indicat~ the sex, age, racial background and anything else you feel is 
important for Father Keane to know. We will forward your 'letter to Father Keane 
and you will hear directly from him. 

Thank you for your interest in the Amerasian children of Korea. 

F.C.V.N. staff , 

• 




