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HOI BAN THIEU-NHI VIET-NAM

FRIENDS OF CHILDREN OF VIET-NAM

HEADQUARTERS SAIGON ADDRESS
;t;o. GILPIN ST. 24 - 26, BUI-TH|-XUAN
DENVER, COLO. 802(8 GIA-BINH — 5.V.N.
TEL. (303) 321 - 8262 TEL., 43.162

The first time I met Doug Gray, I was impressed by the
mere fact of what he was trying to do. Without a doubt, the
handicapped are one of the least popular and consequently,
most needing causes in Viet Nam. It is those handicapped
children to which Doug Gray has dedicated his life.

An ex-British Medical Corpsman, he came to Viet Nam five
years ago and began working with the mentally disturbed at
Phu May Hospital. Today his cherry red nose and the distinctive
sparkle in his eyes gives little indication of the horrors he
has lived, working with twisted bodies and lost mindgé we only
experience in nightmares.

Now Doug Gray is on his own, tackling the lost children of
Viet Nam, those stricken with polio, cerebral palsy, and other
crippling diseases. Taking children often found tied to bed
posts in a dark back room of an orphanage, he brings them to
his Saigon Center and begins the long slow process of therapy,
operations, more therapy. Doug plays a role in every step
along the way, from surgeons assistant to floor scrubber. For
his dedication he receives not a penny. (He cut himself off
his $25 per month living allowance because of rising costs)
The satisfaction which keeps him going comes from watching
the children begin to use once shriveled legs and begin to
walk for the first time in their lives. The latest bunch
to come here was a group of 27 I picked up from rural or-

phanages" he described, "I carried every one of them through
that gate. Now 20 are walking."
A doctor I spoke with recently was also impressed. "I've

seen that man do things with legs I'd have never thought
possible. Considering the stress and conditions that man
works under, I'd grant him the title of miracle worker,"

Things have never been easy for Doug, but lately the
economic situation has become so severe that for the first
time he's had to seriously ask himself if he'll be able to
stay. In1t1a11y funded by the Viet Nam Orphanage Project,
he currently is trying.to malee 'ends meet with a trickle of
funds from the American Korean Foundatlon. But it just isn't
working out,

"I've had to cut doWn from h? to 33 kids in the
past week and a half, and lay off two workers. Most ¢
of the kids I sent away need:more treatments, but I Juﬁi;y

couldn't afford to keep them. My food budget is three 3
“ H.[ Bﬂﬂnﬁ?
e

or four dollars per day; thats for forty of us.
OF CHILDREN

OF VIET NAM
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Living like this is hurting myself and the kids. Unless some-
thing happens soon, I'11 have to send them all back to the or=-
phanages."

I asked him what he would do if he had more available funds.

"First I'd improve the diet of these kids" he told me.

You know how important that is during the post operative stages.
Then I'd bring back some of those kids I had to give up last week.
Fifty dollars a month could do that."

"Fifty dollars", I thought to myself, "for a life time
of walking. That must be the bargain of the century." "what
then?" I queried.

"Well, before I could take in more kids, I'd have to fix
up the terrace" he dreamed, referring to a huge roof top porch,
already covered, which Doug hopes someday will become a rec-
reational therapy area. He built the only swing and set of
parallel bars himself, as well as some childrens furniture.

It seemed a waste for all that space to be currently unused.
But Doug pointed out the broken tiles to me and what a hazard
they are to children who must skoot themselves along the ground.

"If that could be fixed up we could giv e kids something
they'll never know otherwise, the ability to walk." :

The value of work by a man like Doug Gray is clear enough.
But what may not be clear is the state of jeopardy his work
is in today. Without help he may not be here tomorrow. And
if he's not here tomorrow, those children won't walk for a life-
time.
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FOR: |MMEDIATE RELEASE

QVER CHME HALF VIETNAM BABYLIFT CHILDREH CLAIMED
HOT ADOPTABLE

-
San Francisco: Papers filed March.19 in the US District Court in-San

Francisco by attorneys seeking the retuirn of Vietnamese orphan airlift
children to ratural parents wishing their return claim that over 67% of
the children are not eligible for adoption and efforts should be made to
locate their parents, many of whom gave the children up iﬁ panicAduang
the final days of the war. The papers, in 2 lawsuit naming Henry
Kissinger and other federal officials as defcﬁdants, also said the
Immigration and Maturalization Service, which had been ordered by the
court to investigate the babylift, had attempted a massive coverup in

its investigation, finding hundreds of children eligible for adoption who
are not eligible and telling adoptive parents to proceed with adoption
even where.the Immigration Service itself had found children not eligible
for adoption.’ -

The plaintiffs in the lawsuit are the babylift children and their
attornéys' c]éims are based upon their and a court appointed Vietnamese
legal expert's studies of Immigration Service files on the children oth
recently made available over the opposition of the Immigration Service
and the adoption agencies which brought the children here. Pointing to
specific files, plaintiffs' attorneys found examples of lmmigration
Service directicns to investigators Ecl]ing them to find hundreds of
children eligible whose identities were uncertain or unknown, fraudulent
preparation of documrents by adoption agencies and many instance; cf

frightened parents, fearing for the lives of their children, being'forced

-more- i )
Contributions to International Children's

Fund e dedoctibloforn e Gme tax puiposes., 3
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cheon, emphasized that prospective adoptiva parents given ineligibl

hildren would not necessarily lose them, but that
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lawsuit, both here and in Vietnam, Verious internationeal

"

encies, including the International Union for Child Wclfare in
“-nova and the Red Cross, have offered their assistance in locating
-orents and returning children and the Viétnamese Government has
:gquested the return of children wiose parents wish their return,
s ~ate Departivent officials have, however, so far refused to give.
--v information concerning the children to an internotional agency
12> assist in tracing parents,

In‘a related development, Vietnamese refugce mother, Ms, Vo-
~1 Hao, went to Immigration‘officiéls in San Francisco on March
“th asking then to return her 3 year old son who was taken away
-~ the babylift under a false name. She told the officials she never
‘ehed her son adopted, but only to be brought to safety and she

.

s been trying to locate him and have him returned for almost a year,

“igration official Gordon Davidson had told the press several

"v& previously that he knew of no Vietnamese parent who had come to
seeking their child's return, Plaintiffs! gttornsus « = Mg

> is one of et least a dezen parents and rélatives who have come
them sceking their children, and that there may be many more if

s were taken to notify parcents of the lowsuit,

-




At a hearing in the lawsuit itself, District Court Judge
Spencer Williems refused, on March 19th, to ccnsent to plaintiffs?
appeal of his crder deny?ng a class action lawsuit so that 211 the
children can sue together., Their attorneys are, therefore, attemptfng
to join the cthdren individually in the lawsuit. Judge Williams
indicated at the hcaring he vould rule against this at the next
hearing, scheduled for March 26th, which will force the year-long
lawsuit into the Court of Appeals for the second time. The first
time the case was appealed, the Court of Appeais overruled Judge
Williams' dcnial of access to the children's files to plaintiffs!
attorncys. This caused a five month delay in the case, in whichuno
action has yet becn tzken to return children te parents seeking
their return, —

The lawsuit is being jointly sponsored'by_fhe Center fof 
Cdnstitutigna! Rights in New York and the International Children's

Fund.
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The following bills were not
passed by the 93rd Congresse

Jt is vital that they be resub-
mitted, acted upon, and passed.
Please write to your Represent-
atives and Senators urging that
these bills be reconsidered by
the 94th Congresse Only your
interest and concern can give
life to the rebirth of these
billse

BII1 He.Re. ]6D9 - Rep. Rarick
(Louisiana), Repe. Aspin (Col.),
Repes Heckler (Mass.) intro-
duced a bill tdamend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1954 to allow a
deduction from Gross Income for
social, agency, legal, and '
related expenses incurred with
the adoption of a child by a
taxpayere. .

BILL HeRe 12315 - Repe. Sisk

introduced-this Bill to elimin-
ate the limitation of two
restrictions that have been
placed on immediate relative
status visase.

BII]l He.Re. 1555 - Rep. Koch (N.Y.)
introduced this Bill to grant
equal immigrant status of foreign
orphans being adopted by single
parents as is being granted to
orphans being adopted by married
coupless

BIL]l H.R. 03626 - This Bill was
introduced to amend the Internal"

" Revenue Code to allow deductions

of medical, legal, and certain
other expenses in connection
with adoptione

BILL HeRa. 04916 - This Bill spelled
out deductions for agency fees,
legal fees, and related expenses
incurred in an adoption.

BILL H.R. 05866 - This is another

Bill which supports Income Tax
Deductions for adoption expense., =

-=Fhoto by Be Je Beaird=--




with a little help
from their friends.

The above advertisement plus text was placed in the Denver Post in the
public interest by Columbia Savinzgs and Loan. Our thanks to them. As
you can see by the following letters, our friends in Viet Nam also send
their thanks. :

15 September 1973

Dear Rosemary and Friends of F.C.V.N,
With all my heart and in the name of all my children, I thank you for
all that you have done for my infants.
I also esk that you thank your benefactors who are your friends in
F.C.V.N. who have donated money, vitamins, milk and medicine, etc...
The Good God will gmive you y~ur just merit, for what you and your
friends hzve done for our children, :
Once again "Merci"! Thank you a thoussnd times for everything!
In Jesus Christ,
Sr. Robert du S. C. Npuyen-t-Tron
September 22, 197 3.

Near Kind Mr:=, Nancy Hegel,

I can imapine how all the CVY Members in 8ll over America are work-
ing indefatigably for our orchans in so many different ways. To those who
collesborsted with ysu in this contribution of $500, our sincere gratitude
and heertfeclt thenks. A specisl thank too to Mrs. Geslvin for the sgle of
her FCVN note psaper.

You know thet our orphanage was survorted mostly by the American Troop
in 2l1l1 the voints of view for 7 vesrs, now with the departure of the
American Troop we lost a grcat desl and miss terribly their good presence.
But we keep praying and hoping that the Devine providence will not abandon
US... and we reglized that we have been snswered, for since two months we
get more help, from our friend benefectors in America, and this is very en-
couraging. :

Please accept the loving end prayerful wishes from the children and
sisters at Sacred Heart.
: Sincerely yours
Sister Marie Angela




RELISH THE THOUGHT

Corinth, Miss.**Students at the
Montessori Pre=School were busy
making Cranberry-Orange Relish
Yo sell on the porch of their
school, 1710 Magnolia Roade. The
kids were making up 100 pounds

by themselves to sell for the
benefit of the orphans at a
Saigon orphanage which is oper-
ated by the Friends of Children
of Viet Nam, a totally volunteer,
non-profit, non-political, non-
partisan groupe. The relish was
sold in 1 pound bags at $1.50

per bage

=The Daily Corinthian-

--Photo by Ross Meador--

Two nearly new Air Shield
Isolettes and a portable
incubator were acquired for
the FCVN Center through the
combined efforts of Humboldt®
FCVN and Sonoma County FCVN,

"CHOSEN MOMS'' COOKBOOK -

The "Chosen Moms! Cookbook is on
sale from the FCVN Oregon Chaptér.
This cookbook is small in size but
contains 70 pages of recipes from
adoptive moms, grandmothers, and
prosepctive momse. Ilots of pictures
of kids who have been adopted and
of those who wait for help., It
sells for $3.50 (including 50¢
shipping charge). Send your
orders to: Mrse. Diane Nason,
Oregon FCVN, P.0. Box 674,
Ashland, OR 97520,

Lehigh Valley FCVN has 1G=inch
Raggedy Dolls for sale: Asian,
Black, White - boy or girl dollss
They are selling them for $7.00
plus 50¢ for postage.
WRITE: 1Iehigh Valley FCVN
1835 Troxell Street
Allentown, PA ‘18103




£CUN - Uiect Nam

Hope has come to the homeless
and hopeless children of Viet Nam
in the form of the volunteer
agencies, one of which is FRIENDS
OF CHILDREN OF VIET NAM, FCVN was
established in 1967 by a group of
Denver area physicians. FCVN's
purpose is to aid orphaned, sick,
injureé, abandoned, and otherwise
needy children of Viet Nams. FCVN
today is a nation-wide, non-profit
and non-affiliated organization of
people who have joined hands in an
effort to reach these children.,

The FCVN Center is located in
Gia Dinh, just outside Saigon; it
T StaffTeéd by American volunteer
and Vietnamese child care workerse.
The Center is the heart of FCVN,.

Jt is from the Center that they
supplies are dispersed to the
provincial orphanages spread
throughout the country. Conditions
vary at these gathering places for
discarded lives, from poor to
unspeakable, with a mortality rate
that can reach as high as 80%.
FCUN's Overseas Staff visit as
often as possible over twenty such
orphanages, with them they bring
the bare necessities of 1life sent
by FCVN Chapters all over the
United Statess

A unique program called the \
Foster OrghanaEe Program is a]so\
administere rough the FCVN
Staff.
as a means of personal help from
families and groups in the U.S.,
directly to the orphanages, as it
is our belief that one of the best

possible means to aid the destitute
and orphaned children in Viet Nam

is to aid the orphanages and centers

where they are cared fore. 4

This program was established

The Child Care Training Program is
administered at the FCVN Center. This
training program is aimed at the semi™
skilled and unskilled workers who are
currently the backbone work force of ;7
the orphanagese. By training these
women in the skill of child care, we
hope to offer a future to women who
might otherwise remain unemployed in
a country torn be economic strife.

The FCVN Center is home to children
hopelessly and undeniably abandoned for
whom adoption seems the best answer.
While they wait for the cday that they
will go home to loving parents in the
United States, the children are expertly
cared for by the American and Vietnamese
staff of FCVN, Their bodies and their
spirits are nourished in order that
the day may come when they, too, will
board a plane like these children
bound for home, parents, love, and a
future.

The volunteer staff at the FCVN
Center seec it, not so much as a place,
but a spirit, an effort of hundreds of
people coming together to offer assis-
tance, security, love, and a future to
thousands of children through the pro-
grams that they administer for Friends
of Children of Viet Nam from through-
out the United States and in Europe.
"It isn't the address or the building
that counts; it's the concern and
giving of those who make this place a
reality that will make the difference
in the lives of the children as they
face tomorrow," says the Director,
Cherie Clark.

Much is being done==but much, very
much, remains to be done. Al1l of this
work requires money, time, and love.
The children are waiting--waiting for
someone to cares Will we forget them?
Will we let them be forgotten? ' Their
future depends on todayssetomorrow will
be too lates In the words of John
Denver, we say, '"Come stand beside us,

~we can find a better way."
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wwbe adoptecde

NEVER ABANDON THEM!

##*Editorial by Phyllis A.
Carson taken from MABA
FCUN Newsletter®*#*

If you are going to adopt or
support a child, why not a Viet-
namese or an American-Vietnamese
child? There are thousands of
orphans with a very little hope
of their ever finding homes.

We, the people, can give them
the hope they need.

Questions will enter your mind
and you will get all kinds of
free advices Again and again,

“you will hear,."Why don't you

adopt or help an American child?"
TO me and hundre others an
answer is very simples. There

are hundreds of people concerned
about the American children, as
there are specialized agencies

to find homés for these children.
Yet, there are places in the world
where abandoned children have
almost no'hopeeseesand that place
is Viet Nam.

To quote Phila Henrietta Case:
"Oh! Why Goes the wind blow
upon me so wild? 1Is it because
I'm nobody's child?" Think of
those words and then picture in
your mind Vietnamese babies wait-
ing to be adopted or helped.
ChilZren who hadi American fathers.
Handicapped children and the
mentally retarded who will never
Children of all ages,
alone, afraid and longing for
loves That is the child you
must find, and he or she is there
seewaiting just for youe Ycu are
the hope they never had. Some
say there is only a small number
of them, but there are thousands
o .waiting.

The French Government recog-

nized the children of her soldiers

and gave them citizenship and

education and, where necessary,
financial aide ‘And it's been said

time and time again: "You Americans

do nothing for your soldier's children.
Why is that?" Only you, the ccncerned,
can answer that. »

Children have died in Viet Nam
waitinge It's horrifying isn't it
to imagine children dying? Yet, it
haprense The children need you and

you are their hopess+«NEVER ABANDON
THEM!

-=-Photo by Ross Meador-=-




TO AM BUS

This. vehicle complete
with red 1light and
siren was donated by
the Connecticut Chapter
of '"CVN, »It is used by
the staff to transport
children between or-
phanages, to the air-
port and to the hospital

BUUT WAAT AROUT STHE CHILDE®NZ

They are still thore--still dying. In our execivement over finally
"getting ormanized" we rmust not 2nd shall not forget why we wanted to

pet orzanized in the first nlace.

Inflation hes teken a terrikle tnll of lives in Vietnamese orphanages.
When 2 few diaver nins cost over .12, can you imsesine how expensive (and
unavailable) Ampicillin is? Fifty childrsn hsd to be turned away last
rmonth from one of the houses sunnorted by FCVN. If more sick ehildrcn
are broucht into an 2lready danserously overcrowded situation, the whole
house su fers and msny die. Can you imarmine what this does to the morsale

of those dedicated and overworkecd volunteers? Can you imagine the anguish

of those mothers who must trudae awey with an unwanted and perhsaps

dying baby in their arms? Can you imagine how the people in the U.S.

who work so hard to resise money or ret the children feel at our “"failure"?
If we can rsise the rioncy for the new medicel clinic, Hy Vong; these

kinds of thirngs need not harpen apain. Hy Vong, or House of Hope, would

cerc for critically 111 infents snd c+2ildren end isolste newly arrived
children.

28 you plen your HOLIDAY GIVIE: € ycar, please remember the chil-
dren who heve nothing.....excent taeir fricnds. Plesse helpld

HOW CAN I FI¥L¥?

I am only ONE DETrSON. ... "NE FroUDs..ss0Nn€ church....one town..s.awhat csn

I do? It wouvldn't teke much fr-m ecach rerson, you know, if enough people
would heln.

. Senéd %1.00. (If every merson on our meiling list sent in just one
3o0llar, it woulc may the rent on ¥y Vong for six monthsl!)

« Puy a box of Hisch ®Trotein Paby Cereal every week, Or| another baby
tem. Send y-ur varccls here or we will tell you how to ship directlys.

« Puy calcndsrs. (See order tlenks elcewhere in newsletter. Give as
hristmes rifts or sell them.) p

e Invite PV to give a slide show to vour club, school, civie group.

RAelr o wonsrhant wrAYr At wrr1im harlsr +A +alra TCUM se a »wmA Sand T s
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BUT WHAT AROUT: THP CHILDREN?

They are still there--still dving. In our execisoment over finally
"getting ormanized" we rust not and shall not forget why we wanted to
pot oroanized in the Tirst vplace.

Inflation hes taken a terrihle toll of lives in Vietnamese ®drphanages.
When o few diaver ninz cost over 212, can you imspine how exvpensive (and
unavailable) Amricillin is? TFifty children had to be turned away last
rmonth from one of the ho 2 supnorbed by FOCVN, I more sick cailéren
are brourht into an 2lrecady dsnreroucsly overcrowded situation, the whole
house su”fers and many « Can you imasine wnat this does to the morale
of those dedicated and overworked volunteers? Can you imagine the anguish
of those mothers who must trudsge awey with an unwanted and perhsps

dying-baby in their erms? Can you imagine how The péople In the U,S8,
.who work so hard to raise roney or ret the children feel at our "failure"?
If we ean rsise the ronecy for the new medicel elinie, Hy Vong, Ethese
J H 59

kinds of thinge need not nhavpen-arain. Hy Vong, or House of Hope, would
cere for critically ill infTent’s snd children end isclete newly arrived
childrens
Ag ol pl an your HOLIDAY GIVI &= th
dren-who heVe Hothinfees oo kcent Lhell

s yecesr, please remember the chil-
risnds, * Please helpg

HOW CAN T HELER

I am only. oNe DErSON. <.« NE APOUDs s eone church....one town....what .con

I do? It wouldn't tske much fr-m cesch rerson, you know, il enough people
woudd heln.

1., Sendé %1.00. (If every merson on our meiling list sent in just one
dollar, it wouldé nay the rent on Hy Vong for six months})

2. Puy a box of Hich Protein Baby Cereal every week, Or another baby
item. Send yrur parcels here or we will tell you How te ship directly.
3. Puy calcnders. (Sce order blenks elcewhere in newsletter., Give as
Christmes rifts or sell them,)

. Invite V! to give a slide show to your club, scheol, ecivie group.
5. Ask a merchent, vorur church, your bark to teske POV gs a project. Per=-
heps they ere es sick as we sre of "slick" .organizations.

6. Vol nteer your time snd tslents te POV,

7. Collegt Fonus Gift Courons from many rrocery items and personal
products end mail them to: Mary Lecu Robinson, 96 Rick Drive, Mlorence,
Mass., 01060, She will redeem them for cash or precducts to be donated for
Life Surnort.

8., Collect Betty Crocker courons toc be reodeemed for office equipment.
S:nd to 600 Gilvin, Denver, Colorado, 8018,

9, Spresd the word thet we are tex-exempt and woulé love some lerge

'end of t:e year" donation from 2n individuel or business. We can also
accert plfts of stocks, bhonds, etc,

”

e
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ATTENTION ALL PACKERS AND SORTERS ALL OVER THE CHOUNTRY

Please sort and lebel all goods to be sent to Viet Nam using the
following informati-cn.

Hy Vong--tiny babies to about one month of ege and older sick children.

[

To Am=--one month to sitting up size--perhaps about nine months.
I

New Haven--sitting to standing up size--nine months to about 18 months.
e BT R S g :

Allambie=~standing to sbout five years‘or SO,
—————

P*MEMB¥R THE ONES WHO CAR"D BEFORE

The staff in Viet Nam who cared for ycur child during his/her stay
in Saigon are very anxious to receive photos and letters concerning the
progress of your child. They become VERY attached to these kids and
grow to love them immensely. Take a few minutes to jot a note to these
dedicated people once every few months. They'll be delighted!

Address: To Am Nursery, FPO, San Francisco, California, 96620.

REGISTRATION FOR YOUR VIETNAMESE CHILD

If your Vietnamese child has NOT been naturalized, you may apply : /
for a "birth data card" for him. Call your local U. S. Department of é////
Immigration and Naturalizetion (in Colorado 837+3526) and request form
N-585, On this form is a blank to fill in asking the type of form
(birth date card) you would like to receive. Write "G-350" in this
blank. Return the card to INS with a #3.00 fee.

CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS ON THEIR WAY

Almost 2500 were mailed recently to the orphans in Viet Nam. The
pro ject was headed by Bonnie Hutchinson. Many groups end individual
volunteers assembled and packed the stockings.

TELEPHONE TREE

A new telephone tree chart will be msiled by December 1 to members
in the Denver area. If you do not receive yours, call the office at
321-8262.

NPEN ROARD MEETINGS--Every third Thursday at 7:30 at Gilpin address,

THIS CHILD IS LIKE MANY WHO COME

TO THFE NURSERIES--FORTUNATELY, MOST
LEAVE THE HOUSES ROUNDFR, HAPPIER,
AND HEALTHITR THANKS TO SUPPLIES
AND FUNDS SENT EY THEIR FRIENDS.
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NEWS FROM THFE ORPHANAGES

Keren Rambo, & Colorado volunteer working at To Am, communicates to

us that irons are needed at To Am, Hy Vong, and Allambie---plus six

baby scales in kilograms not pounds, and paper diapers without the outer
plestic covering--as many as can be sent.

-

Special Requests frof Sister Sylvie--Providence Orphanage, Soc' Trang L///'

"As we have & school from kindergsrten to junior and senior high
school for our students and orphans. We would like a television for
our children to enjoy themselves in spare times. If you can help us
get it, we would be very grateful to yoru. Of course, you can provide
us anything you like. Everything is useful here. We use them all.
Be sure.

Once agsin, thank you very much for your kindness shown to our
chiléren. God Bless you and keep you safe,"

From Vinh-Long, Diem Phuc Orvhanage from Sr. Mary Nguyen Thi Tai
Needs: one stethascope, two incubators, one sphygmomano meter, two
pair of forceps, one bistouri, one 110v.-30 kw generator, one electric
water well pump, and one see-saw.

Sister Anicet needs a treadle sewing meachine desrarstely--mark for her
when mailing.

Vung Tau is in dire need of cloth diapers and. Sacred Heart at Da Nang
needes insecticides--especially for mosquitos.

From Rosemary Taylor-

N

Sister Marie Paul is working with seven refugée camps within a
15 Xm. radius of Vinh Long--the population of these camps is 35,0008
Rosemary asks that we bear Sr. Marie Paul in mind for 11ght welpht
gadult shirts, blouses, materisl pieces, sewing accessories, medicines
(prarticularly for malsria, pin worms, round worms, typhoid, and coughs),
skin oinments, sosp, and adult vitamins. They should be sent to To Am
and be sure to mark for Sr. Marie Paul.

Our Medical Committee still needs=--Ampicilline500 MGM. IVIM
Cortisone IVIM
Violactyl
Liquid Vitamins

From Sr. Mary Hayden at Binh Trieu

A Description

The purpose of the new center in Seigon is to reach destitute
girls and children before hunger and despair force them to turn to
crime. We educate and tesch the older girls trades. Employment is
now imrossible to find so we search for orders from shops and fec-
tories and the girls receive payment for their work. This is the goal.
In presctice it is very, very difficult.

. Most of these youngsters have never attended school. When they
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our chillgren TO €njOy LOENSelvVeES 1l Spal't ULLHESe. 11 yvu tail ucaip uv
get it, we would be very grsteful to you. Of course, you can provide
us anything you like. Everything is useful here. We use them all. /7
Be sure. (7);

Once agein, thank you very much for your kindness shown to our
chiléren. God BRless you and keep you safe."

From Vinh-Long, Diem Phuc Orvhanage from Sr. Mary Nguyen Thi Tai 5454
Needs: one stethascope, two incubators, one sphygmomano meter, two :
pair of forceps, one bistouri, one 110v.-30 kw generator, one electric

water well pump, and one see=-saw.

Sister Anicet needs a treadle sewing mschine desrarstely--mark for hcr

when mailing.
-~

Vung Teu is in dire need of cloth diapers and Sacred Heart at Da MNang
needes insecticides--especially for mosquitos.

From Rosemary Taylor--

Sister Marie Paul 1is working with seven refugee camps within a
15 Xm. radius of Vinh Long--the population of these camps is 35,000!
Rosemary asks that we bear Sr, Marie Paul in mind for light weight
gdult shirts, blouses, materisl pleces, sewing accessories, medicines
(particularly for malaria, pin worms, round worms, typhoid, and coupghs),
skin oinments, sosp, and adult vitamins. They should be sent to To Am
and be sure to msrk for Sr. Marie Paul.

Our Medica2l Committee still needs--Ampicilline500 MGM, IVIM
Cortisone IVIM
Violactyl
Liquid Vitemins

ngE,§EL—Mar Hayden at Binh Trieu

A Description

The purpose of the new center in Ssigon is to reach destitute

girls and children before hunger and despair force them to turn to
crime. We educate and teach the older girls trades. Employment is
now imrossible to find so we search for orders from shops and fac-
tories and the girls receive payment for their work. This is the goal.
In practice.it is very, very difficult,

. Most of these youngsters have never attended school. When they ]
are old enough to beg or steal or peddle trinkets, they set off to *
esrn a few cents while their mothers work as coolies when odd jobs are L,////
available. The menfolk are in the army or disabled or just missinp.
Many of them have other families elsewhere living in similar squzlor.
Home is a one room shack where the barest necessities of life are
lacking--the use of soap is unknown. Our sisters visit each femily
eand to enable older girls to attend school we have opened a day care
center where all ready there are 75 toddlers from a few months to
five years.




PAGE 8
NEWS FROM THE ORPHANAGES--continued

Signs of malnutrition are painfully evident--all kinds of skin
diseases--tuberculosis, eye trouble, etec. All children are given

good nourishing meals at the center and as far as means allow they C/////

receive medical care. Soap is used unsparingly. The children are
returned to their homes every evening well scrubbed and well fed. It
is our policy to keep children within the family ciréle as far as
possible no matter how destitute the surroundings are. When a child
is entirely abandoned, we send her to our home at Vinh Long, but when-
ever there 1s a relative--o0ld grandparent or othef¥ whose love for the
child is evident, we recognize this love as the child's most precious
possession, and do all in our power to prevent depriving a child of
her loved ones. This helps us too to keep in touch with the entire
femily and to discover and alleviate misery otherwise undisclosed.
Many mothers receive what medical care we can afford. It is a far
too common sight in Viet Nam to see a mother obliged by circumstances
to plece her children.in orphanages.”

. Binh Trieu is now caring for 396 children and young girls snd 168
families,

LILILBLALILALIL LI AL
T AR K K ROR

From the Editor:

Almost one year ago I agreed to be newsletter editor. That
January 1973 newsletter wss two vages and we sent 1500 copies. The
last issue was é&ight pages and we mailed about 5000 copies. This is.
typical of the growth of FCVN. I've enjoyed being part of this
expanding orgsenization. 2

Now I've decided to step out of this Dosition and choose other
weys to work in FCVN, I hope someone in Denver will call LeeSanne
Buchanen, head of P,sR., in the next month and say they want to be
editor. It's a challenging job--a way to be in touch with all srees
‘of operation of the group.

Deadline for the next newsletter is the first week of January.
All chapters are urged to contribute articles of national interest.

Karen S, Mattison

FOR SALE

Celendgrs====-=-== Drawings by Vietnamese orphans and photos highlight these
lovely cslendars for 1974. Give them as gifts that keep
on giving all year. $1.50 each

Christmas Cards--Green paper with red ink, depicting four Vietnamese chil-

! dren of varying races carrying gifts to a Christmas tree.
Inside reads: JOY AND PEACE TO ALL PTOPLE,
$1.50/box of 10, 10 boxes or more, $1.00 each

Note Cards====-=- Whimsical dreswing of three Vietnamese children with FCVN
banner. Reads ALL CHILDREN SMILE IN THE SAME LANGUAGE
$1.00/box of 10, 10 boxes or more, $1.00 each

Birds==--=eecceaa Colorful, woven plastic birds about 3" long. Made by
residents of Phu My in Saigon. Lovely on Christmas tree:
$ .25 each - :

Neme ' :
Make checks payable to:
Address Friends of Children of Viet
Nam %
~ Mail to:
Please send me: FCVN
___calender(s) @ $1.50 ea., P.0. Box 4583
___box(es) cerds € $1.50 ea. Boulder, Colo.,

#(___boxes @$1, OO ea.
Rirds @ .25 ea.
—__box(es) note cardaGl nAn
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. femily and to discover and slleviate misery otherwise undisclosed.
Many mothers receive what medical care we can afford. It is a far
too common sight in Viet Nam to see a mother obliged by circumstances
to place her children.in orphanages.”

Binh Trieu is now caring for 396 children and young girls and 168
femilies.
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From the Editor:

Almost one year ago I agreed to be newsletter editor. That
January 1973 newsletter wss two veges and we sent 1500 copies.,
last issue was éight pages and we mailed about 5000 copies.,
typical of the growth of FCVN.
expanding organization.

; Now I've decided to step out of this position and choose other
weys to work in FCVN. I hope someone in Denver will call LeeSanne
Buchanesn, head of P.R., in the next month and Say they want to be
editor. It's a challenging job--a way to be in touch with all grees
of operation of the group.

Degdline for the next newsletter is the first week of January. !
All chapters are urged to contribute articles of nationgl interest. |

The
This is
I've enjoyed being part: of this

-~

Karen S, Mattison

FTOR SALE

Cslendgrs-=--=----= Drawings by Vietnamese orphans and photos highlight thesc
lovely cslendars for 1974. Give them as gifts that keep
on giving all year. $1.50 each

Christmas Cards--Green paper with red ink, depicting four Vietnamese chil-
dren of varying races carrying gifts to a Christmas tree.
Inside reads: JOY AND PEACE TO ALL PEOPLE.
$1.50/box of 10, 10 boxes or more, $1.00 each

Note Cards====-==- Whimsical drawing of three Vietnamese children with FCVN |
banner. Reads ALL CHILDREN SMILE IN THE SAME LANGUAGE }
$1.00/pox of 10, 10 boxes or more, $1.00 each e
Birds=--eeeeccea- Colorful, woven plastic birds about 3" long. Made by
residents of Plmu My in Saigon. Lovely on Christmas tree:
$ .25 each
Name
Make checks payable to:
Address Friends of Children of Viet

Nam
Mail to:

~

Please send me:
__calendar(s) @ $1.50 ea.
___box(es) cerds € $1.50 ea.
#(___boxes @$1,00 ea.
___Pirds @ .25 ea.
—__box(es) note cards@$l,00

total
#(for orders of 10 or more
boxes)
DOLLS FOR SALE

FCVN
P.0. Box 4583
Boulder, Colo.

"Raggedy Kim",,.handmade rag dolls available with Asian features, 20" tall (male or femal
Also available are black boy or girl, $6.00 plus 75 cents postage. ALL proceeds are sen

orphanages in both Korea and Vietnam, Send to Mrs. M, Turrel, Welsh Road, North Wales,
Pennsylvania 19454, ‘
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I met you at the orphanage yard
Your sad eyes
Overflowed with
Loneliness

And pﬂ.ino

You saw me.

You turned your face away,
Your hand drew circles,
Circles

On the dusty ground.

I dared not ask you

Where your father

And your mother were

I dared not open up your wounds,.
I. only wished to sit with you

A moment

Saying a word or two.

SPECIAL REGOGNITION

Colorado FCVN wishes to recogrize the valuable input toward re-organization provided by
the many chapter representatives who came to Denver October 26, 27 and 28, We thank you for
your time, help and patience,

@ oliday Season will soon be upon us! We wish to thank our many business friends
who have_sassisted FCVN when needed. And, to remember all FRIENDS OF CHILDREN OF VIETNAM who
donate precious time and/or money in the name of The Children.

JOY AND PEACE TO ALL PEOPLE!

FRIENDS OF CHILDREN OF VIETNAM

600 Gilpin Non Profit Org.
Denver, Colorado 80218 Bulk Rate
U.S. Postage
PAID

Littieton, Colo. 80120
Permit No. 206




riends of Chxldren uf Uietnam

00 Gilpin R ;
'enver, Golorado 80218 ool R 3 A Betsy Schneider

303 321-8251/32l—8262 er & ~;{ YD ,.] Assistant editor: Nancy Hegel
/ 6 Pruductiun' Jan UDDﬁ& :

pcvn EWSLETTER

Dear Friends,

As many of you know, I have just returned from a three week stay in Viet Wam,
It was the most moving experience of my life. My days were filled with
happiness and sorrow. I loved Vietnam and I loved the people.

I came to know them as gentle and kind. Yet I saw whole families living on
sidewalk corners or in rusted metal huts stacked one on top of another. There
were children everyuhere.‘ Tha qhildrgn Wwere rnaming the straets and bagging
for food. . .

In the ‘orphanages I saw malnourishsd dying babisa - room after room of children
who belonged to no one. I saw childran so weak they could not brush the flies
and insects that congregated on their open sores. 1 saw babies sleeping in
boxes because there were not enough cribs. Bsbies were sleeping outside on

e

the steps snd the porch because there wss no room inside. Everywhere.there L///1

were the sick, the malformed, and the diseased. I saw mothers bring their
children to the orphanages because they could no longer feed or care for them.
‘Af*newborn baby was brought wrapped in newspaper. Children are being abandoned
in mass numbers and the orphanages are overflowing. ‘The price of a bag of rice
has doubled in the past few months and the war is worsening daily. The children
are brought to the orphanages as a last hope.

I flew to Qui Nhon, a Communist stronghold, with a friend and visited the
orphanage where my children had come from. It was an emotional experience %o
walk up the steps where once a mother had come with my child in her arms.
The sisters who ran the orphanage were warm and kind. They welcomed me with . .
.:ﬁen a:ms. I walked from room to room - it was raining and the water poured
rough the holes in the thatched roof. It was cold and damp., The children
did not have blankets. There were no diapers - instead, the children wore nld

- ' , (continued on page 5)




'LETTERS FROM NURSERIES AND ORFHANAGES From Rev. and Mrs. Don liarren - Vung Tau

WThe new Allambie is indeed a vast improve- .Lhristian Home: "Dear Friends,

ment after the old one. It's great to 'A friend in need is a friend indeed,' so
see the children with a place in which - goes the ancient adage of wisdom. You,

to play. Our garden is reasocnably large certainly have proven yourselves to be -

so they can run around to their hearts Friends of Children of Vietnam, as well -
content. Also the house has balconies’ as friends of those of us who are trying

so the children can play on these of an to zid in the relief and rescue of these

evening after they have had supper and children. Thank you sc very much "

their bath. Also our plumbing prob-
lems are greatly reduced, although water
supply is still = bit cf a problem. 88 1t

Excerpt ‘from s letter to frs. Feppin
from Sister Catherine in Yung Tau: -

is for so.many plzces here. ‘ i "] will use your sum %o buy the powdered

DQREEN BLCHETT Allambie Nursery 8 milk for my 32 infanis whg drink in one
. month, rresentlv, as you knnw, the

"Our heartfelt thanks to . « . all cost of living in Vietnam is very dear

Friends. . . for the very genercus Check because- of the economicsl crisis after

which we received today. e are deeply war, sc the price of milk is very

touched and are very greateful, expensive. UWhenever 1 go to store to

buy the milk, the price gets dearer
This sum of money will enable us to reach than last time. At the present, to buy

more poor children and help them during

the milk for my infants is a too difficult
these very hard times.

© work for me because-1 have noc money to

The lunar New Year was peaceful in the . do it in advance.  For that reason, if
larger cities but out in the countryside you have an efficient manner, would vyou
was far from peaceful. This was one - .keep on helping me to buy enough milk -
of the saddest New Years for many peor . for my children per month? 1 put all my
people and the hungriest. <« . (Those . hope on your generosity because the
fighting in the war) buy up sll the rice other benefactors of my crphanage have
they can find at quite a high price and forgotten my orphans. In . Vietnam,

»then there is not enough for the poor sometimes there are some kindhezrted
ordinary pegple. .Then of course the oil . people who help me little, beczuse my
shcrtage will raise the prices of almost country ravaged by s terrible war and
‘everything. It is hard in every country most of people are poor, so they can't
but particularly so for the underdeveloped help me feed the orchans while they are
nations, living in need." (Wind of Feace Orphanage )

It is people like you who give us courage Sl

and hope to continue our work here and may
the Lord rewsrd VOU'a hundredfold.

Gratefully and Sincerely Yours,
SR. MARY HAYDEN (Binh-Trieu Crphanage)

"Thank ypu so very much for your nice
letters « « I:got the money from the Bank
of America, last week. No words to express
- my deep gratitude to you all, FCUN. Ue
are like the nomad, nowhere to stay,
around Kontum, it is fighting. I have
built two houses for the Montagnard
nursery, the wooden houses. I have some
pictures, but I do not know how to send.
I will try thru Vietnamese mail. 1 have
to hire some men to dig a well. . . water
is a problem. Flease accept my deep
gratitude for all you wonderful help,"
Love, - -

SR. ANJICET & THE CHILDREN




(continued from p. 2)
From Sister Marie of the Fassion o£*§}.
Faul's Lrphanggglhg%iuﬁgggéjﬁbéhr
Friends, Thank you fur your letter
througn Mre Steve who came to see us
yesterday. ‘How much we are indabted

to you 'to taking care of our children.
You wanted to know about srecial needs.
Our children can use all kinds of yuur
assistances of money , clothes, food. .« .
But we neud much in this dirficult

time of economy: rice and milk for the
children. lle just buy 20 bags of rice
and 10 boxcs of milk by money donated
from FCVUw, fur 1l'monch. If you can get”
milk, tocd. « . please help us in
adding. C(nce more to you uvur

sincere gratitude anc to the genercus
people who contribuce their assistance
vur deepiy felt thanks. mray God bless
you and all your dear ones."

Excerpt from a letter from Sister iary,
Direciress -of Diem Fhuc orphanage:
“Fresenily, since my orphanage has moved
to a place viry far from the town, I have

not any mean to take tne children to school.
The school is 6 km. from the house, neither

do I have any way .0 take tne sicken
thildren to the nospital and therefore
two bzbies have died resulting from a
lack of the mean of transpocit. In
eddition, ali the employees of my
orphanczge left their jobs because.l have
not ionger money encuch to pay their
salaries fur their services whiie they
work so harde Thus, my urgent needs
include: means ¢f transportation to
take the children to school and the
hospital, muney to pay the salary

to the employees each month for the
first semester nf this year. ; '

Excerpt from note from Susan ‘McDonald.

at new Haven: "I want you to Know how
‘grateful I am for the syringes you sent
with Mary Nelle - just the right size.
And thank you very much for the ampi-
cillin and baby supplies that came with
Sr. Helen Reynulds. . « 1 appreciate

the care and work your generous donations
represent. . . you have sent toilet paper,
toddler clothing and vitamins which are
also very helpful to us. It was good

to see Sister Heien Ann and Sister Rosalie.
1l am sure they have been able to give

you first hand reports on the many
orphanzges they visited.

N\
\
N
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NEED CONTINLES e L1
A new year has begun and with it a reneuad

dedicaticn to the children in vhe nurseries,
~orphanages and refugee centers of Vietnam.

For the many of us who have made work in
FCUN pur major interest aside from our
families, the continued and growing needs
of the orphanages seems at times stag- .-
gering. But looking at a phntagraph uf
sene of the children in an orphanage or’
receiving letters like those guoted or
Jjust watching one of our own Vietnamese
sons . or daughuiers brings tears of love to
our eyes. Somehow our energies return. To
be needed is one of the greatest feelings,’
and we kn.w we are needed by thesa'
children.

Can you .magine walking 1nto an uvercruuded

arphanage and instantly being surrounded
by children of all. ages - some grabbing

your legs - ali of them hoping you will

take them nome with you?

What about the very weak child in the
orphanage covered with flies and mos-
quitoes who does not have the strength
to move his arms? :

How we wish we cuould brush oFr ‘those fiies,
pick up that child and protect him from
the sorrows of life. out each of us is

only one person, and there are S0 many
many ch;ldren. _

o W AN o e
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SHIFFING NEWS
ave and Decamber)

Florida FCUN two large shipmants. a
Christmas shipment with wrapped gifts
for the children, medicines, food and

clothing (1900 lbs.) and a shipment of -

17 large cartons of baby formula, Kao-
pectate, cough medicine, antibdotica,
food atuff Pampera and toys.

St. Louis FEVN In December the gruup.
shipped 146 boxes ueighing a total of
3,550 1bs.

Viet Nam Children's Committee of the
Open Door Society: donated a treadle
sewing machine for Sr. Anicet.

Tucson FCUN: sent 11 packages of cluthes

and 1 box of tnys in December.:

Georgia = Friends of Children, Inc;,

sent 66 boxes in November, 44 for Binh-. '

Trieu and 22 for ToAm. In December,
sent 44 boxes of clothing, food and
toiletries, 36 for Binh Trieu and 8
for ToAm.

Oregon FCUN: shipped medicines worth
32,589.50.,

L

Denver FCUN headquarters - 530 boxes of

food, clothing, toys, school and sewing
supplies and miscellaneous goods - 720
lbs. of medicines. These are sent to
Viet Nem via the Denver office by
chapters and kindred groups thruughout
the Uni ted Statea. f

In the future we hope to publish guarterly

REFCORT FROM THE TREASLRER
Many friends of the children continue to send

their support to specially designated orph-

‘anages' and nurseries they feel personally
close to. Since August 1, 1973, over §37, poo
in specially designated dnnations has gone

to the nurseries and orphanages through FCUN
Headquarters. Cf this total more than

$21,200 was directed to nurseries in Saigon o

6, 700 alone for Hy Vong, the newly estab-

.lished intensive care clinic. s
General donations -An the amount of $7,300.

have also begn sent to the orphanages ard .
nurseries during this period. Of this total,
$6,400 went to Hy Vong and the New Allambie
Nursery.

Tet gifts of §150 each are being sent to all
orphanages FCUN assists.

FCUN has grown tremendously in the past year,
and this growth has increased the operation-
al expense. Although many of you throughout
the country try to cover some of your own
postage and phone expense, the sost of co-
ordinating the work does continue to grow,
and we need the help of aitl our friends. FCUN
is nuw looking for funds, possibiy in the
form of grants, which could help in the
operating expense of FCUN here in the U. S.
and in our Saigon supply operation. The
operating expenses in Colorado alone run
$2,500 to $3,000 per month - cuveraing
phone, office staff salaries, utillties fur
office and storercom, printing, supplies
and postage (correspondence, thank-yous,
packages to Yietnam). Our supply operation
' in Saigon (starting this month) will cost
about $1,200 monthly - to cover rent of a
Duxlding, salary for a supply ufficer, rent
of a vehicle and gas ($2 a gallon now). If

1

reports that will reflect all FCUN shipping FCUN can receive financial assistance in the

by chapter.

PROGRESS REFPORT ON THE FDSTER-DRPHANQGE FLRN

dperational areas mentioned, once again all

donations received and not spacifically den- 1

ignated can go to the children.
You are all 1nvnlved in the work of FCVN be-

The Foster Drphanage Plan is off to a good cause uf the children who need you. And FCUN -

start with _six orphanages receiving
donations in January.
as follous:
Diem Phuc, Vinh Long - $370.; Phu My,.

Saigon - $20.00; St. Faul's, Qui Nhon =
$100.; Sacred Heart, DaNang - $158.; Vung

Tau Christian Home, Saigon - $105.00.

N

These orphanages are possible.
Frovidence, CanTho - §130.;

‘encouragement.

needs your help to reach as many children as
If you know of a friend or an

organization interested in helping the child- '

ren in the above mentioned ways, write or
call FCUN Headguarters.

Flease accept my thanks and that of all the

-officers and directors fur yuur help in 1973°

Thank you too for your marvelous letters of
We need yuur support in all

ways. YOU ARE FCUn!

Most sincerely.
NANCY C. HEGEL,
TREASURER

S A A S
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BY WAY GF EXFLANATION

For those of you who wonder how your
donation is handled once it is received
by FCUN I would like to explain: Daona-

tions come in three ways - Foster Orphan-
age Plan, designations to specific

series and orphanzges, and General
EUnspecifieds. All money designated for
the Foster Crphanage Plan goes to the
particular orphanages chosen by you. If
an orphenage is not specified by the donor
in this program, Mrs. Cheryl Markson, the
F.0.P. director chooses une _needing
assiatance most. A ‘

Donations for specific orphanages and
nurseries are sent by cable, or in the

form of a cashier's check to that orphanage
or nursery. A letter is also sent giving
the orphanzge or nursery the amount of

your donation, your name and complete
address. Orphanage and nursery directors
know of your generosity - whatever amount
you are sble to give.

In the case of special pleas for funds
which have gone cut in the past (such as
Fhu My Addition, the new intensive care
€ITnic and the new Allambie Nursery),
money designated for these areas is also
sent directly. When a particular need is
covered and additional funds are received
these funds are redirected to other areas
of need. If no special need is known at
the time, these funds may be spent on
vitally needed medicines, dried foods, .
digpers . . . and shipped to Vietnam.
these funds are used to help alleviate
FCUN's operational costs.

General (or unspecified) donations are used
for purchasing needed supplies and for
operational expenses. FCUN also sends
special donations to orphanasgés and
nurseries - when there is some unusual
need. An example of this was when Sister
Anicet had to move because of fighting in
the Kontum area last summer. FCUN gabled

Or

$1,000 for Sr. Anicet to use in relocating.

‘When designated donations (in response to
FCUN pleas) are redirected, we do not inform
the donor because this would often mean
a second thank-you or acknowledgement.
As all donors receive a thank-you, I'm sure
you understand the difficulty of further
follow-up. If you stipulate the need of
some specific acknowledgement (e. g. proof
of purchase of medicine, etc,), we will,
of course, try to do this fnr you.

1

" either Catholic or Buddhist.

T

Many times we are askKed about the religious 2
affiliation of the orphanages supported

by FCUN., Mast orphanages in Vietnam are.
Most of the
orphanages weé now suppnrt are Catholic
with one Protestant. The four nurseries’
in Saigon are completely non-affiliated,
being run by people of various faiths.anq
backgrounds. Any orphanage or refugee
center in Vietnam is welcome to contact
us and after an investigation by our Saigon b
staff, could be added to the list of = ;
places to which we contribute support. - -

i

-
b
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Another guestion heard recently was: . . ¢ !

Please explain the 80% mortality rate i
figure used in your literature? Some of *
the poorer orphanages have these very !
high rates, especially among babies i
under one year. FCUN-supported houses 9{
frequently have as low a death rate as
6%. When we all want to see money, !
foods and medicine enable babies to have . =}
round, healthy bodies and shining eyes

and hair - even 6% is tooc high! Our 7y
goal should be an even lower death rate.

continued From page 1

feedbags that rubbed their bodies raw.
Most of the babies' heads and bodies were
covered with boils, The only treatment
seemed to be mercurochrome. Skin rashes
were common. I did not see a child that
we in Americs would consider healthy. All
uera undernourished and most were lying .
listlessly. In the toddler room, the .-
children spent most of the day in their
cribs. There is not enough staff to
supervise the. I found no toys. In
many instances, ‘it was hard to tell if
e child was reterded or simply deprived
of stimulation - which made him so un-
responsive. The older childred grested
us cheerfully. Their smiles" shuwad tecth
decayed to the gums. . . ;

I will always remember the many half-
American children I saw, always in the
orphanages, always abandoned. I saw
blond-haired children often as fair as
my own. . I saw beautiful black children.

I cannot Btop asking myself what will
happen to these children. What will
happan ‘to all the children of Vietnam?

CHERIE CLARH
ILLINOIS Chapter




A I D REGISTRATION

Friends of Children of Vietnam was granted
registration with the u. S. Agency for
Interngtiona. Development, Advisory Comm=
1ttee on Voiuntary Foreign Aid on Jdanuary
28, 1974. Reimbursable shipping is one
great benefit cf this registration.

A year 200 we were s loosely-knit group
of peopie with a purpoae.. Now-we asre a
unified and cohesive group with the same
purpose, but with much greater efrective-
ness and putentisl. Jduin with us and
heip us grow ! ‘ :

SHIPPING STA1US

The Defense Department st.ll has not
handed duwn its ru.ing concerning the
legality of vcluntary organizations

Fhoto by Ilse Ewaid.

using the Fleet Fost Ofrice to ship ° \
suppiies, vo Saigon. FCUN has been |
exploring several uther possibilities. |
Mr. CO'Conne:l, of FCuN, Miami, is /
exploring vcean freight and Jennifer |

Shaalan, Chesapeake FCVN, has suc-. |

ceeded in securing shipping via a '
Flag Ship at a reasonacle cost. L

At this time we recommend you do not I
use the F. P, O.'s. Hold supplies |
until the Detense Department makes

its decision.

FCUN OFFICE. MANAGER VISITS SAIGEN

Sr. Helen Reynolds returned February &
from a week stay in Vietnam. She and Sr.
Rosalie escorted 5 children to their new
homes in the U. S. While in Vietnam she
vigited 16 orphanages -anu nurseries. She
saw several VUietnamese officials in the
Ministry of Social Welfare. Those in UN
who are responsible for the welfare of the
orphans are happy to have tne help of ’
people of the U. S. And FCUN is happy

to be ab;e to help. Inflation in Saigon
has maﬂg the purchase of gasoline, medicine,
rice and other necessities sll but im-
pogsible. 1t was a trip Sr. Helen will
never forget, and she hopes also tnat tha
children will not pe forgotten.

SUFPLY BFFICER HLRED

FCUN has seen the physical and logistical
necessity to have a man in Vietnam to un-
load, disperse anhd deiiver the tons of
supplies shipped. Ross Meader. leaves in
March, to do the job.  We will hear more
about and from him in tne next issue.

RALGEDY DOLLS \ 5

Raggedy Ann (white), Raggedy Kim (Asian) and
Haggedy Cindy (black) ano their brothers.
20", $5.00 plus 75, mailing cost. Write:.
Mrse. Duuglas Turrell, Welsh Road, R. D. 1,
North Wales, Fennsylvania 19454,

/

ORIENTAL DOLLS

wIsS. Fat Worner uf Worner-uak Speciaities
has been working on getting Oriental dolls
to market here in the Us S. 5She nas some
very good leads and hdpes that the dolls

will be available in a couple of months.

She would iike to near from interested
peopie to find out what their interests are
and/or if they wou:d like to be notified
when the dolls are availabie for sale.

More specific informaticn abuut the dolls

- and the costs will be asvailable at that

time. The following form can oe sent .or
you can call: Mrs. tat Worner, c/o '
Worder-Oak Specialties, 1130 Crestmoor -
Drive, Houiuver, Lolurado 80303, phone
(303) L9L-3188,

‘1 would appreciate being notified
when your Orienta) Dolls are avail-

ab.e. My main interest is in __a
 baby doll, ___ a toddler dnll i
teenage doll,
Name
Address
(Vg
L * *
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‘ORNING LOFFEES

Morning coftees will be held once a

month te renew old fricndships and make

new ones. Children are welcome - .
and a babysitier will be presen. to
keep them entertained wh:.le the
mothers visit, The first coffee
will be at Chery: Markson's hume,
2245 Glencoe, April 17,.9:30 a, m.
to 11:3u a. m.. If you are coming,
please call the ofrice (521-8251)
as soon as possible. , %

A

SLIDE SHUWS

A major tool for educating Denver Area
people about Vietnamese children is
our slide show. Volunteers speak
to civiec, church ano young people's
grougs. Since each volunteer cannot
provide a projector and/or screen,
we desperately need a list of people
who will provide projectors and
screens on a volunteer besis. We will
pick these up end return them. Ue
realize this is costiy equipment =
"“why we don't want to buy these if we
don't have to. We will provide a
signed statement of responsibility
for your equipment. UWe would also
‘welcome donations of .his equip-
ment; tax-deductivle, of course. :
Fleese call Connie Ning, Slide Show
Coordinator, at 757-3492 if you can
help.

TET CELEBRAIION

Uver $400 was netted by our Tet
Celebration. Sguad &, a fantastic
combo of area policemen entertained

" throughout the evening. Food and
fellowship were excellent ano hopes
are high of repeating the event soon.
Louise Dice wants to thank all whu
helped, and the Board wants to

say thanks to Louise.

BO0ARD MEETINGS

Board meetings are held at 7:30 p. m.
every third Thursday at 600 Gilpin,
Denver, SOMETHING NEW! Buard meet-
ings wiil be preceeded by =& taa and
rice supper at 6:00 p. m. with a
showing of the FCUN slide show. Come
and meet others whu care sbuut
Vietnamese children. Stay for the
board meeting. Children sre welcome
for the supper/slides (Smal. donation)

‘can help, please leave your name, -

" Sagred Hesrt Urphanage in Da Nang through

oABYSITTERS NEEDED

oabysitters are desperately needed for
volunteers who must sometimes work
away from their homes. Areass ot need
at this time are West Littleuvon,

S.uth Lakewood and the area near the

of fice (600 Gilpin, Deuver)s if yuu

address and phone with our Gfrice
Secretary at 321-8251. A coffee
will be scheduled as an initial
geu-vogether fcr Dabyaltters and
prospective "clients."

BENEFIT BASKETBALL GAME FCR SACRED HEART

The students ana faculty of Northeast
Junior High in Northglenn, Colo. raised
almost $400. in a charity basketball
game between the KIMN disc jockeys and
the men's faculty basketball team. The °
money reised will be used to support

the Foster Orphanage Flan. A big
thank you to the faculty and students
at Northeast for their enthusiasm and
support.!

COLLECTLON POINTS ‘ £

In the past month or two, a couple
of people have volunteered to have
their homes used as collection polints
for goods to pe sent to the orphanages
in Viev Nam. They are: :

Ft. Coilins - Jan D, Forbes,
, 1809 Orchard Place.

Littleton - +at Secrist, 6517

S5o. Clarksun ;
If there are people in other parts
of the city that bave space that could
be used in this way, please iet the
office, 600 Gilpin, know asbout yuu.

* * %

We have a recurring need for occasion-
8l clerical heip during the week at
the office. Please call 321-8251
1f you are gqualified and interested.

olomdo
news
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COU-ONS - CUUFUNS - COUHONS

. If everyune ‘receiving this newsletter
(over 7,000 this monti) will send us
their 2.ty Crucker coupons and Bonus

coupons, we will be weil on the way

to our copy-machine reimbursement

(B. Le cuupons) and cash for neesded
supplies (Bunus coupons). We have
20,000 points ano need oniy a total of
BD,DDG to pay off our copy machine.

7

MISSING THE BOAT:

How many ex-servicemen and presently
active servicemen and women are on our
mailing 1ist? Nct many! How many
served in viestnam and used to help the
orphanzges? A lot! Flease send us
‘nawes of local bases, servicem:=n, ser-
vice organizaticns. I am sure they .
would be delighied to hear of a group
that is trying to take up where they
left ofr in helping the orphanages af
Vietnam.

REMINDER OF NA CCONFERENCE

The 4th worth American Conference on
Adoptable Lhildren - Adoption in
Perspective - vision and Reality, will
be held March 14 - 17 in Washington,
D. Ce. Those wishing more inrormatiun
should write tu: &4th worth American
Conference on Adoptable Children,
4103-dHyrd Lourt, Kensington, Md.
20795.

BUNNy SUITS needed for the babies

in the nurseries and orphanages to
protect them from flies and mos-
guitoes.

FLAY EQUIFMENT and toys that uuuxd

be especially beneficial are needed.
These toys shou.d be geared to muscle
eye coordinatiun andwwill do wonders
for children. A special fund is set
aside for this project. If you "
would like to contribute money to the
project or could contact a school or .
special toy company for donated items,
please let us know by writing ovur
FCUN headquarters.

_orphanage or refugee genters ) Spnnsons

‘directly to viet Wam.~

4 e
i T '
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FOSTER ORPHANAGE REMINDER

Friends of Children of Vietnam has .
started a Foster Orphanage Flan to
provide a consistent level of suppurt
for an entire orphanzge. Farticipants
join with 49 others whu each pledge .
$10. a month to sponsor an individual -

are sent photus and leiters on a regular
pasis. 'All muney for th;a program gnaa

VB H o RS s
|
"The viet Nam War: Why?" by r. Sivaram
175 Fpo L. C. Cat. Card ND.. 6!:-13009,
$3.85.
Customs and Cu;ture of viet Nam by Ann
Cadodell 206 ppe L. C. Cate Cacrd No. 1
67-16721, Bhk.35. :
Viet Nam: Our Eeloved Land by Nhuyen
Cao Dam & Tran Lao Linh 128 pp.\Pthoh
graphs that reflect UN tnrough the eyes
of Vietnamese remembering their country
before the war began. L. E. Cate. Carﬂ
No. 68-21;6 $3.5C.
Lookbook, East Meeis West - ;ncludua
many Uietnamese recipes & 12,50 from,
My Friends House, P, O. Box 205, Bosﬁnn,
Mass. 02199
Articie, "Children in Limpo," by Bathb;i
Fomeroy Collins, McCall's, January, 1974
Short story, "Each Day with Michael," by
Berta Ledecky. Concerns @&cceptance by
an adopted Uietnamese boy of his new
mother and baby sister. Redbook, Feb.l19%4

- e
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CHHPTER NEWS

FCUN - St. Louis, Missouri: vietnamese
Orphan lleek will be held Fecruary 24 -
March 2, 1974, The Governor's pro-
clamation and enthusiastic ares-wide
support snsure success. St..lLouls
will provide inrtormation on how to

run your own iLrphans' Week. Avail-
abie alsu wiil be bumper stickers.

' Hospital bracelets = This idea
is .to secure plastic hospital
bracelets znd insert the name, age
znd location of =zn orphan in Viet
Nam. Thus chapter is hoping to
have bracelets to sell at 50¢ each
during vietnanese Orphan lWeek.

uver 3,560 lbs. of supplies was
recently shipped to the orphanzges.
St. Louis slsc sends over $10U0 to
the nurseries and orphanzges
practically every month,.

FCUN = ranhandle : Thas chapter
“has sent over $2,500 to Julie Lhinberg
for the children at Allambie wursery.
Juiie is receiving greast support from
her hometcwn, tckherson, Kansas through
this cbapter.

A clothes dryer will soon ue purchased
for Allambie trom donations received
from a young women's class of the
First Baptist Church in Dumas.

“ZggﬂIg_giggnnsin; I'his chapter sent

s. of food, medicine and clothes.
to orphansges in 1973, They also
raised around ¥1,200. As chiidren
arrive from Vietnam, they plan to become

.an gdoptive parent group.

Open Door Society of Milwaukee/ Vietnam

ge: 1In 1973, a total of 996 ibs
of supplies was sen. to Vietnamese
orphanages through FCUN. -Fostage was
$170. And a treadle sewing machine went
to Sister Anicet.

Friends of. Child Ten,. Lp;. Geor
Windeed . . . Mrs. Engalken and ﬁ
friends work with much dedication and
clear thinking. UWe marvel at the speed
and effectiveness of their planning and
all the hard work involved. I only wish
these generous ‘workers could see the
gratifying results of their se.f-sacri-
fice. . " excerpt from a .etter from
ginh Trieu Center, Saigon, expresses

the admlratlun of . the Binn Triau 3

staff for Friends of Children, Inc.,

843 ronmouth Drive, Stone riountain, Rt

Geuorgia, 30083, This group is now

the largest conuributor to the

support of Hinh Trieu. Through B e
_their Foster Chiid Program ($12. per -

month for support of a child at Binh

Trieu; in return sponsors receive a

picture and reports on their child) ang’

general fund raising, Ffiends of Children

has been sending at least $450. monthly

to this orphanage. They want to do more.

Supplies have also been flowing from

Stonme Mountain to Saigon. Binh Trieu .

received 44 boxes in November and 35

in December.

-

Lya Engelken summed up the spirit that.
moves this remarkable group when she
heard that their organization is now
Binn Trieu's largest supporter: "It is
an awsome responsibility, wut one, that
we will proudly carry." )

FLVN - Englewood, Lalifornia: Off to a
good s n two munths of existence
we have collected $6ul. Su.plies total-
ing 318 1lbs. have been shipped tn
vietnam. ]

FCUN-uregon: Hundreds of .ounds were
&8Nt from this chapter. Twu bake sales -
nevted 318U, Donzted medicines worth
2589.50have gone. e have many en=-
thusiasuic volunteers in rather widely-.
scattered areas of Oregon.

FCUN - Miam i‘aﬁlpggggig Late in 29735
$885. was raised and sent to vieunam.

Thousands of puunds of valuable goods
have been shipped by sea. Mauy fund- g
raising events are goiny on with gond 3
publicity recautly. ‘

FCUN - Towa City, Iowa:
cartons come from this chapter. UWhen -
a need arises, they come througn. ol
$1000 was recently received from Iowa
City with $80C designated for +CUN's

new Overseas Supply Director program.

FCUn - Nassau, New York: Vikki Galvin -

has availabie Vie.namese puppet pa.terns.| |

These make guod bazaar items., Seno 16¢ -
stamped, self-addressed legal size &
envelope to her, 850 Edward 5t., Baldwin
New York 11510. :

_ (continued on page 10)

Such well-packed| |
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Lhapter News, gont.

FCUN - tllinois: Tom and Cherie Llark .
| of this chapter leave this month to
" begin their new Jjubs at My friends House
in Saigon. We wish them well in this'
new venwure. Iilinois cheptcr will miss
them, bui will keep on keeping on.

FCUN - Nebr 1 - Ihis new chapter sends
a guod deal of material aid and tunds to
lan Binh Orphanage.

"FCUN = Tucson, Ariz.:  This chapter
..gupports Good Shepherd an Vinn Long with
“'supplics znd funds. Large donations

ror Phy My, and the nurseries have been

Teceived from the Tucson area.

FCUN -‘ChesaEeaker This chapter recently

=

‘acguired ¥1, t0 get FCUiN's Overseas
Director program on its way. Much
success ‘i&n getting low-cost shipping
vhrouch eifores of Longressmen and Sen-
ators.: They wiil share all kn.wledge
~wivh other chapters who want to ship
on their own. . s

FCUN - Mid-Hgﬂsnn valley Lhapuer: A
large lcad of supp.ies was shipped
thruugh Denver in January. .

We reslize that although we wani to
show a complete picture of your vital
work, some chapters are not represented
heres We will "borrow" from chapter
newsletters. If your chapter does not
puolish 8 l:cal newsletter, please write,
a short "repori’to include next time.
Sd.d yuur newsle.ters and/or reports
tq 60u Gilpin, Denver 80218.

LEGISLATIVE WEWS - sent by Barbara.
nnapp, U.U.R.5., Minnesota

Indochina Fostwar Recnhstructiun

éec. 24, The Foreign Assitance Act of
1961 is amended by adding at the end
thereof the fullqyingvnew part:

"Part V o
sec. 801. General Authority = The
Fresident 1s auihorized to furnish,
on such tersms and conditions as he may
determine, assistance for relief and
recongtruction of South Vietnam,
Cambodia, and Laos, including es-

~pecilal.y humanitarian assistance o

- /O

. refugees, civilian war casualties, and A

other persons disadvantaged by hos- ,
tilities or conditions related to thuse’
hostiiities in South Vietnam, Cambodia,
and Laos. ‘No assistance shall be :
furnished under this section to South
Vietnam unless the fFresiden. receives
assurances savisfactocry to him tha. no
assistance furnished under this part,

and no locsl currencies generated as a
result or assisiance furnished under th.is
part, wiil be used for support uf

police, or prigsun construction and
administration, within South Vietnam. B e
Sec, 802. Authorization <« There are
authorized to be appropriated to tne
Fresiden. to carry uvut ihe purposes

of this chapter, in addition to funds
vtherwise available for such purposes,
for the fiscel year 1974 not to exceed
$504,000,000, which amount i1s authorized
to remain available until expended.
Sec._803. Assistance to Socuth

Vietnamese Children - (a) it is the
sense of the Congress thzt inadequate
provision has been made (1) ror the
estaplishment, expansion, anoc improve -
ment af day care centers, orphanages,
nostels, schuol feeding programs, e,
health and welfare programs, and irain-
ing releted to these prugrams which

are des.gned for the penefit of Sduth
vietnamese children, disadvantaged by
hustilities in Vietnam or condit.ions ~
related to those hostiiities, and (2) for
the adoption by United States citizens

of South Vietnamese children who are
orphaned or abanduned, or whose i
parents or sole surviving parent, as

the cage may be, has irrevocably re-
linguished all parental rights,
particulariy children fathered by

united States citizens. .

(b) The Presiden. is, therefore,
-uthorized to provide assistance, on.
verms and conditions he considers
appropriate, fur the purposes described
in clauses (1) anu (2) of subsection
(a) of this section. Of the funds
appropriaived pursuan. to section 802 for
fiscal year 1974, $5,00u,00u, or its
equivalent in local currency, shalli be
availap.e untii expended solely to carry
put this section. Not more Jhan 10 o
per centum of the funds made availabie
to carry out this section may be
expended for tne purposes referred to
in clause (2) uf subsection (a).
Assistance provided under this sectiun




"he Denver annua! Lhildren's Christmas tarty, Saturday, Decembar 15,
eautiful arrsy of whi.e, black and uroun children welcome ihe hoiidcy season.
nere was a Lhristmas tree to decorate and Santa, of course! UWe thank Jan lWoods
snd her family for putting this deligntful happening together. A specisl thanks,
-004 to Father FPaul Jennings and St. Vincent de Paul Lathulic Church fur alxowing

s the use of their gym.

1575 saw a

“riends of Children of uietnam

-00 Gilpin
Jenver, Colorado BDZlB

Non Profit Orgs
Bulk Rate
uU.S. Postag2
PAID
Littteton, Golo. 80120
“Permit No. 206
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egislative news (Conus) 5 ~ : fuc : :
shall bDe :urnished, to the maximum extent practlcau*P under the auspices of and

py in.ernational ugencies ur privsaie voluntary agencies.
Sece 804, ~uEHLér for Flastic enu Reconstruciive Juﬁépry An,aaignn -‘oF the Funas
B ronrizied jursuan. to secticn s02 rvor the Tiscal year A9 vnot less than ;,;~z
$712,u00 shali be available suLply for furnishing assistance to the Eentar far
Flastic eno Reconstructive Surgery in Szigun.
Sece 605 nuthurity - All references to jart I, whet er heretuf Te or wereafter
‘gnacted, sha.l be deemed to te references =lsc to this part uniess otherwise
specifically i rnhlded. “ihe authurities avalxauie tp administer part I of this

Acu sha 1ice aveilable to administer prcorgr’ aunhdrized in uhis par t.i *~

b
Taken from tne Foreinn Assistance Act~nf 1973 Cnn.eronce heport datad Novembpr 'g
43 L?ﬁ,, Rpproved py the House on Decemuar , approved by the Senate on December
“By anc sign“d by he fresident on December 17, uecuminr iunlic aw 93-1b9w s -

b U T S SRS

COUNT ME IN | g : : § ,n:
1 want my dnnatinn to aid vhe children in the Furm of : -
; (cash, medicine, milk, other)
I wai:t my money to ue used to Further educate people. in the United §tates 2
about Vietnamese children and their nesds.: (SLiue .show, newsletter,' et
y rhotographs, office ex.ense.) : oz
. __Foster (rpnanage rlan (¥10, U0 per month comn1ttment). -Sae p. 7. b ey ST
I1/ue mauxd llke to join in the support of et gl e

t

1st choice (hame of urphanage,
wve will send $10. a month by Lne 20th of each manth ur 3120. a yesr b

4 want my m. ney used wherever the need is greatest. ) it

e : t

o

Name ; AR <
. Fhone i 52
Address i)
%3

= Ahk uj
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B
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_COur group needs a SPE8KET.

Fur'Sale

FLUN Noie Cards - 12 tor il. 7D(to cover pnstage)

erN talendars - $..50 ezch lF[F& EM@@

Make checks payable to Friends of Cﬁlldren of UiELnam. v
Mail to: chmm : OF CH".DREN B
&0 ipin - , e
Denver, Colo. 80218 OF V|ET NAM &

?

hncluaed are names and addresses of friends who are also interested 1n helping
the chilaren. ; . : N\

ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDULTIBLE.

i
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"FRIENDS OF CHILDREN OF VIET NAM

181 Truona Minh Ky .
Saiqon, Viet-Nam

Friends,

So much has happened in the prast two weeks. In that short period of time we have rmoved
into the FCVN CENTER, releaseé three shioments of surplies, visited and distributed
supplies to various orphanages from the Delta to Qui Nhon. Most exciting of all, we

now have twenty-four children in our custody and promises of nearly limitless mumbers
of children badly needing the love and security of a family.

THE FCVN CENTER The CENTER is housed in a lerge old French villa in one of the poorest
parts of Saigon. Some repairs are necessary, of course, but we are all of the feeling
that the place has a great potential. There are actually two buildings on our Yacre

of land, with a total of ten bedroors, a living room, dining room, seven bhathroams z2nd
a kitchen. The yard, a real rarity in Saigon, provides roam for the children to play

as well as room for a garden and nerhaps a few trees. P2 shed in the back will give
limitless storage space. We are now cleaning, raintino etc., in preparation for the €ull
capacity of sixty children we hope to house. Because of the high crime rate, we mist
top our twelve foot fince with barbed wire as well as see that the house is never left

unguarded., 211l in 2ll, it seems to be an ideal bplace for storage, staff, offices z—d
children.

Nur adoption staff, Cherie and Thuv, went down to the delta last weekend, to investigate
the possibility and numbers of children needing to be adooted by FCVN families., Trey
returned anpalled bv the conditons they found. Cherie, founder of the Illinois Chacter of
FCVN, arrived in Véet ilam two weeks ago. She told me "For over two vears I've been
giving the hard to helieve statistics of 80% mortality rate. Eut nothing can describe the
feelings which overcame us as we personally witnesses the unmerciful deaths of sor many
innocent children." 1In one orphanacs, every child had obvious signs of nutritional
deficiency. The Sister in charae said they just do not have enough milk to go arcund,
so what they .do have is heavily watereéd down.

When the Sisters heard that "CW had families waiting to adopt ornhaned children, they
acted as if ve were offering life itself. 1In many wavs, we were. ﬁ

. s $2 >
The expedition returned with eleven tinv babies, nine under ocne A
month old. Tverv one of the nine wziched under 4.5 pounds, Spealing ?’
as a Murse, there was no doupt in Cherie's mind that, left in the -

: e=n"=
povertv and disease stricken places from which thev came, most, if Fﬁlﬁ r‘l'? :
|
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OF CHILDREN
. OF VIET ~AM

not all, would die. Theres are literally thousands more like these
to whom ve will qgive 2 chance ¥ at life.
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"FRIENDS OF CHILDREN OF VIET NAM ' i

181 Truong Minh Ky
Saigon, Viet-Nam
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One of these' children is a six year old boy here who everyone has fallen in love with.
The only English word he knows is Mommy, and he says it with a smile from ear to ear

as he runs into the arms of anvene of us coming through the gate, " (nly rarely does he
let through a glimnse of his rast life. His mother apparently was killed by VC when he
was four years old, barelv old enough to beg for himslef. He lived in the strcets for
a year and a half. By that time a nun fround him in the market, he, at the age #of five,
had experienced more hardshivs than most of us know in a lifetime, Now he is with us,
people who care. TFor the first time in his life he knows what it is like to be a loving
and loved member of a family.

But he is far awav at times. Often when the other children are nlaying ball, he will
be alone in a corner of the yard, slowly nicking the petals from a flower.

I was awakened bv qunshots a few nights ago. In itself it is nothino unusual., Then
I heard my friend's unmistakeable crv., He held me tichtly when I came to his cide and

throuah an interpreter I learned what had haprened, tie had thought he saw his
mother, He reached out as she came to him, wanting to he taken into her arms. He was
almost there when the sound, of the guns came through the window, »t the same instant his
mother disappeared and he began to crv,

Some could sit back and sav "Who cares, it was just a dream," Well, he cares, and a
generous family in the United States cares. If 21l aoes well he will be in his new home
bty Christmas, far from the tragedies of his life here,

There are 21,070 orphans in vrnhanaces in Viet Nam, TFive percent have Pmerican fathe
Thev all need a friend.

? voung man came in the other day after seeing our sion on the cate. Fe told us he was
a fourth vear mecdical student and wvanted to Volunteer his time to help care for the
children. He even vlans to bring a gquitar on Sundavs and sing for them. How nice I thouc
this world would sure be better off if we had more neornle like him. Then we heard his
story. His mother was killed by the VC when he was very voung., His father, a
soldier, was unahle to care for him, When he became sick his father abandoned him at an
orrhanage in DaNang. There, someone cared enough to enable him to cling to life. 25

he grew older he zttended sthool and now, because of hardwork and the generousity shown
to him throughout his life, he is able to becane a doctor. 2nd why? So he can give, give
others a chance at life he was so fortunate to receive, It is with a warm heart that I
remember this man each time I wake a four a.m. to the sound of a crving babe.

Fach life is sc irmortant. I guess that is why ve have become

so involved with each child that comes into the CENTEPR, and each who
is destined to gror un in an aorphaznage. I often ask mvself which one
will be the vouna doctor returning to help those less fortunate.

As vou sit back in a comfortable chair, stomach full of a mice i Qf
dinner, watching the flames dancina in vour fireplace, ask vourself WhaCFﬂUEMLI‘U&
vou have cdone, How many future doctors have ou given a chance

at life to? How much better will the world be because vou were here? OF CH'LDREN

OF VIET NAM

«
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"FRIENDS OF CHILDREN OF VIET NAM

181 Truong Minh Ky
Saiqgon, Viet-Nam ;
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i A Trio to the Delta - cc.

As we left Saigon the air became clearer, the exhaust fumes of thousands of hondas
and the hustle of a million refugees was far behind us. Viet Nan is a lush green
country and the people we passed working along the roadside were hrown €from the
sunshine.

People drive in Saigon as if ther is no tomorrow. Hondas often husg down the streets
on the wrong side and each driver fights for the right of wav. The countryside is no
exceptdéon - except one is goinqg at a greater spmeed)!. 7T could divide our trip into a
documentary on what we did and didn't hit., 1Under the first vou would find such items
as a honda, pedicab, etc, - under the latter a nig, man, child, tank, etc.

Our drivers name was Thanh - he is a Caprtaan in the NPYN and we rented him and his
decreped old van for two davs. Thuv,- our Vietnamese social worker, muself, and Tinh,
one of our child care wcorkers, made un the foursgome.

We left carly as a trin to the Delta has its eom built in hazards, One mast pass
through VC held territorv and through areas where the Viet Wam war is a realitv, "e
were always verv aware of the war and the sounds of cuns firine was never far awav.
Fverywhere ther were soldiers and each bridge is carefullv guarcéed. e passed a school
which was bombed only a few weeks ago and 23 children were killed.

To reach our destination it is necessary to cross two bodies of water bv ferry. We
stopped at the ferry and immediately we were surrounded hv masces of pecple all
selling fruits and juices., They stared couriously at me. We stopped for lunch at a
roadside stand and I was sexrved firts., Possikle bzcause I am Pmerican my plate was
heaped twice as full as the Vietnamese that accompanied me.

Our first stop was at Diem Phuc orphanage in Vinh Long. Diem Phuc is one of FCVN's

Fost Orphanages and has just relocated in Vinh Long. The building itself is large
but inadequate to house children though improvements are obvihously heing made. In the
dark toddler roam the chiléren lie listlessly in their cribs or on the bare cement floor.
The poverty of this orohanzce was abvious.

We then visited St, Pauls' orph. in Vinh Long, and acomainted the
Sisters with FCVN and its program. The children at St. Pauls show some
obvious siqns of improper cdiet however we vere imnressed by the
cleanliness of the facility and the dedication of the Sisters.
P11 of the infants were a pastv white color and apneared to be

- e
anemic and deficient of vitamins and iron, Ther heads were I’E %
characthersticallv covered with boils. The sister exnlained that thev lb \_A j

did not have enough milk and therefors watered down what thev dié have,

We left with a nromise for future help and agreed to stop back in on OF CHILDREN
our way hame and pick up four infants all verv ill, One little girl :
who was four months old was critically malncursihed. DF VIET NAM

B . . |
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e then stopped at Good, Shepard to renew old friendships. 'This beautiful center ran
by Irigh Catholic Nuns was a joy to visit, The grounds are lovely and flowers are
everywhere, The nurseyy whexe the children are kept is snotless,fresh and clean.

Good Shepard also serves as a training facility for wayward girls and is ran by the
same order of nuns as those at Binh Trieu, 8l

We were back on the road and on our way to Can Tho, It was necessary té cross over

on another ferry and it was growing latef, We were welcamed by Sister Fugenia at
Providence orphanage and ¢ we were delighted to find that the directorices of all the
providenc orphanages were having a conference in can tho, s0 we vere able to meet m‘u};
of the sisters that have received support from FCVUN, ,;.

We left can tho early in the morning with four tiny hahies.' Two il)l and one a beautifﬂi

little baby with a hare lip cleft palate, We headed for Sahec Providence orphanage and

picked up two littel boys promised to faimilies in Wisconsin, Then back to Vinh Long
where we picked up six more children - one a lovely “hlack one year old who *

had a severe ear infect.um and was burning with fever,

We made it haug safely with our precious cargo and have spent the past week stmgglincj .15
to keep them and our other babies alive, The malnourished four month old died last L;
night, It was difficult for all of us to accept. Ve had thought she was proqrossing!
and was beginning to have hope for her future. Two of our tiniest habies fram can tho '
are in the hospital in incubators, .We visity tem each day = hoping = praving = that they
awil show some signs of improvement, We are alwavs told that they are "holding" not

better, not worse.

B ¢ -
7ith good formula, vitaming, and loving care, the rest of the children are showing
noticeable improvemnet, Our staff care for them with ove and we live for the day when .
thev will huve their own families,

J%w s an /e/w‘f/’
u»ﬁa s o M“m O%

U,u} 7’10””"
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and to hundreds of orphaned children throughout Viet-
nam, the GlIs were the good guys. Hoa and Linh remem-
- ber when the GIs came to their orphanage to rebuild. the
part that the monsoons washed away. They remember a
Christmas at the orphanage == a fading joyful image in
their minds -- when the GIs brought toys and food .
and everyone was happy. . They remember when the GIs.
came to paint the nrphanage and when they built &
swing for the children == Hoa had the first ride. '
The GIs gave a lot to the orphans of Vietnam. They
gave clothing, food, toys and money to the orphanages.
They gave time, attention and love to the orphans, . ,
Military doctors and nurses gave medical assistance and

powering task of caring for so muny sick and dying
Chi ldl'an. i

Will the orphanage
buildings be left
to crumble, the
children to hunger,
falter and die? |
Siater Marie Angela
of Sacred Heart
Orphanage, DaNa ;
said in @

"Now uith the dn-
parture of our good
friend bensfactors
GIs we lost a great
deal, we miss ter-
ribly their good

; pralerll:l.

£¥ It is the hupc of
Friends of Children
>tnam to f111 the terrible void created by
;parture of the American GIs. Through the
donated by concerned Americans, the time !
by volunteers in' collecting, packing and
‘ng supplies, the support given via the

~ Orphanage Plan, etc., FCUN hopes to re-
"and exceed the efforts of the GIs to bring
and health to the orphans of Vietnam, ;
4 and Hoa can't live on memories, Hill you
them? ;

‘s were the frisnds
: orphans of Vintnan.

Hoa and Linh

-

* Hoa and Linh ramsmbar the American GIs. To then,.'“\

supplies end tried to help the Sisters with their ‘over-

Now that the GIs are gone, uho will take thair place?_:

G T




_.._FOP

Ths Frianda of Childran nf Viet Nam Fostar’brphanaga Program was instituted
in January of this year with the gnal of providing a minimum monthly income of
five hundred ($500) per month to participating orphanages and centers. It is the ;V
hope of F.C.V.N, that this income will allow the orphanages to purchase food or
medicine, to employ Nationals to help care for the children, to hire teachers,
to purchese poultry or livestock to be reised by the orphanage, to allow for day
care, or to allow for or sccomplish pnything th=t the staff of the orphanage deems
beneficial to the children they serve.

The Foster Orphanage Program is a sponsorship program whereby a sponsor
commits a ten dollsr ($10), per month, donation to the orphanage of his choice from
the list of varticipating nrphanages. It is our nosl to obtain fiftv sponsors
per orphanage. The staff of the orphanage writes one letter/ about everv six weeks
to the sponsors ‘telling them of the activities of their orphanazge. In recognition
of* the fact that fifty sponsor letters would be a areat burden to the prphanaoe
staffs in terms of time, F.C.V.N. provides each ‘orphanage with a co-ordinator .
in one of the F.C.V.N. chapters. The co-ordinator duplicztes and mails a copy
of the staff's letter to each of that orphanage's sponsors: she alsoc collects
the monthly donations, makes monthly reports, and forwards the total to Viet Nam.

In March of 1974, we have a totsl of one hundred znd elohty-three sponsors it
and the total of our March donations for the program was a fantastic, Three Thousand,
One Hundred and Fifteen Dollars!! We are copying two letters from the orphanages
- on these two pages for you to share. e are hoping that many of you concerned

. people uill{join our program. : \ %

Dear Sponsora %! - 5y : e gy O o

.+ We just received our firat check of ' always, we don't knou how to care for

\8158 from FOSTER ORPHANAGE PLAN yeatsrday. the children. when summer comes, ‘May
- To you then, dear kind Friend Bene- =~ the Good Lord provide all our needs. ,
factors, our deep gratitude and heartfelt Now, dear sponsors, I have a ;\‘Aﬁf--
- thanks for your kindness and generosity. ~very good news to camnunicate to you: |
Hou we appreciate your gssistance! With ' We are specially delighted to see M

the high cost.of living here, your generous since s few months our wmany babies

donation of 8158 will help us go'buy more progress extraordinary, they grow up
food for the children. - so fast, can sit up by themselves and

May God bless you, yeour dear nnas for _are trying to babble, such thing very

such efforts done for the kids. UWe keep geldom happens since I have been here;
praying so that the FOP Organization may @~ we really are very much encouragad of

get bigger and more fruitful 1n favor of - this improvement. We can see how the

our poor needy ones. = Good Lord takes care of His little

Everything is alright with us here. '~ . ones. Thanks be to Him and to you

Last wesk it was very cold here, happily, .  too for your co-operation with us in

we had enough warm clothes for the kids; =~ Lord's work. Thanks once again for

the weather is gettlng nicer now and very -~ everything. May God give you more

soon the heat will come back, it will be joy, happiness in helping His little

a b:n problem for us. ‘Most of the time . onese.

we dog't have’ electricity here, our next - - Loving and prayerful wishes from
_door; the refugees people, arse giving us all the children and sisters at

luch trOuble by GUttiﬂﬁ ﬂff $he wire e o gsachd Heart. Sincerely yours, . |
¥ *fﬁh‘“'" ok S e LA Sister Marie Angela
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= Children of Sacred Heart Orphanage
" (See letter from Sister Marie
Angela on preceding page)

Dear sponsors, may I present
you our plan for developing our
establishment for orphan and ™
destitute children: '

PROSPECTIVE EXPENSES FOR THE BUILD-
ING OF THE DIeM PHUC ORFHANACE

Wooden sticks for foundetion $ 600 -

Gravel - NN

: L i Little stone iy {14
Mrs. and Mr., : : Cement (1.0C0 bags) . 4000
Firstly, I am rapresanted for the Board Iron bars (all kinds) © 3200
svernor and the children of our Biem Phuc Workers =200
anage (a2t Vinh Long) to offer you our : TOTAL  § 12,000
-re and grateful thanks. Thus, I am very The totel sum of approximate cost
to hear about you by introducing of . is: U.S. $12,000.00 dollars. -
1ds of Children of Viet Nam. Of course, ' Dear Mrs. and Mr., although
helping and thinking of our orphanage - we are living in the far country
my all members happy, especially pleasure from you, but we are always.think- -
ope of the abandoned children here. “  ing of you, the sponsors of our
This is the first letter, I try to write children. UWe know we are grateful
-lling you something what we are doing to you. And once more time; mill i
here. As you know, we received s large you accept our best thanks...
r of abandoned new-born children. Need- i - Sincerely,"

to say, I am certain you understood

ly about their miserable situations.
really a difficult problem for our - 4
rs. Becsuse we are taking care of the Sistar Harv Nguyan Thi Tai of

§ Lok j Siater Hary ;;'

§ s A ," ?

1 children in the not good condition of § Diem Phuc Orphanzge at Vinh Lhng' '*“\.
ountry that the war is ravaging cruelly stands with the children nsar the A .
e need to feed them. Moreover, the war | site of the propoaad new. building.,.m

causes many victims. For this reason, e e A a0 B e
suffering becsuse I am barely able ‘ : I a3 ¥
er enough necessaries for nour-
3 children daily. I hzve always |
:F foods, clothing and medi-
, especially money for develop-
ur orphanage, which is today -
than 300 children. These urgent
saries sbove are my real and
=nt anxieties. Therefore, for
iving of childfen I wrote and
st FeCoeV.N. and ask you for
I could say to you that our
are depended on your helps.
ieve that you understand well.

P

£ 3
-
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" skillet.

““hour and a half 'on medium hest.

‘

. ¥ ; s 9

FRYE CABBAGE

1 med. hezd cabbage (2 lbs.)sliced thin
1 med. onion, sliced

% 1b. pork, sliced

1 clove gerlic, mashed

2 tablespoons -lard

2 ‘teaspoons MSG (seasoning)

2 teaspoons dried onion flakes

Melt lard over light heat in frying
Put garlic and onion flakes
in skillet until they turn light brown.
Add sliced pork, fry 10 minutes and
season to taste. Add 1 cup water, then
MSG, next add sliced cabbage and onion.

'Covep, -and cook for 10 minutes—-longer

if deairad.

) BEEF RICE SOUP

1 cup*rice
14 cups water
¢ At lb. trinmad beef, sliced thin
“OR
RN % lb. -ground baaf
L tableapunns fish sauce
L green onions, chopped :
3 taaspoons MSG . -
'2 teasponna black pepper

Uaah rice, add uater and cuok fnr an
Remove
1id when it is boiling. Season with
salt or fish sauce. Add beef, MSG, and
cook for 10 minutes. Add onion, pepper.
Cover, turn off heat, let set for a
minute and serve. Please remember that
the water will evaporasts, so add to

water as necessary to kaap ampunt near
14 cups.

1

GA NUONG CHANH
(Lemon-F 1avored Chlckan)
2 broiler-fryara
grated peel of 1 lemon
4 green onions, chnppéd

.1 medium onion, chopped

1 tableapoon Tish sabpe " "7 T IR e

victnamese recipers

yl‘tablésﬁnqn soya'sauce

011 for deep frying

-~

in the shape of a roll.

1 teaspoon sugar = 4
% cup sherry - e
1 tablespoon oil

Bone chicken and cut meat into l-inch
square pieces. Mix gll remsining ingre-
dients and pour over chicken in large
mixing bowl. Cover and marinaste at
lezst 2 hours or overnight in refrig-
erator. String chicken pieces tightly
on skewers. Hake in prehdated 300
degree oven for 25 minutes. Turn and
baste occasionally. Serve with steamed
rice and fish sauce. Makes four
servings.

CHA GIO . e
(Meat Rolls) . -

Rice paper wrapping
1-1b. ground pork butt s
1 can crabmeat or 1 pkg. frozen i
crabmeat
% 1lb. bean sprouts (ahraddad carrota
- can be substituted)
1 oz. bean thread, sosked &- cut up
1 large onion, chopped i R R G
1 bunch green onions, diced ; B
3 teaspoons fish sauce (avallahla qt s
- oriental markets) - ., . |
Black pepper B i ;
1 eag

Put ground meat, crabmaat, choppad baan
sprout, bean thread, onions, fish sauce,
dash of pepper and egg _into large miximg
bowl. Mix thoroughly until alnoat a
paste comrsistency.

Put some hot water and abnut 2 tabla-
spoons of vinegar in a large flat pan.
Dampen the rice paper wrappings, one at
a‘time. Put the dampened rice paper on
a plate and place about 2 to 3 table-
spoonfuls of the filling in the middle,
Roll the rice
paper around the ingredients like an.
egg roll., Deep fry in hot oil until
crisp. Makes about 30 egg rolls.

Since rice paper is very fragile, some

, people use wonton skins as & substitute.

However, this does not give the extra-
ordinary crispness of the rice paper
(which is aVailabla locally).




Driving down Troung Minh Ky Road
ne comes to a compound surrounded by
n eight fpot concrete wall. The sign
n the gate reads "Friends of Children
f Viet Nam, BAN HUU CUA TRE EM VIET=-
AM", As we enter the gate we see a
arge expanse of grass, trees, and

‘lowers-~a yard s as this is a rere -
.ight in the(Saigon area and one of the
easons that this comptund was chosen

.0 house the efforts of F.C.V.N. To
he left, towsrd the rear of the com=-
ound, we see a8 two-story building, the
ain house. Off to the right and
urther back we see a three-story
uilding; the residents of this house
.re mainly children, the children for
shom the grass, trees and flowers are
ntended.

The compound's adult residents
:re all busily engaged in the business
f Friends of Children of Viet Nam.
hey receive, sort, store and deliver
upplies and monsy F.C.V.N. members
end from all over the U.S. They over-
:ee the Foster Orphanage Plan, contact-'
.ng and assisting participating orphan-
:ges, delivering monthly payments,
asuring that the sponsor letters are
;ente They also seek out new candidates
‘or possible participation in the Plan,
rite and submit reports on these orphan-
ges for the Program Co-ordinator in the
'«S., locate orphans available for
:doption, and house and care for these
hildren as their sdoptions proceed
hrough the Vietnamese courts and the
doption machinery in the U.S. They
ire starting a training program for °
'ietnamese women who wish to be trained
:8 child care workers for orphanages.

They are also developing neu’prngrama'
. and methods for F.C.V.N. to be used |

in expanding our asbility to help, in
an effective manner, the children that
our organization sesks to aid. .

Inside the two-story building .
there is a wall, & bare wall, that
has been set aside for a very special
purpose. It will be a statement to
8ll who enter and the children that
live there, that the people whose
names appear on the wsll are concerned
and interested in the welfare of the ¢
Children of Viet Nam. It will also
serve as a daily reminder to our
staff of volunteers, that we are _
morally and spiritually supportive
of their endless effortsi on behalf
of the children and F.C.V.N.

We are asking you, our readers,
who care and are interested in the £
welfare and plight of the children,
to help us fill this wsll, and then
start on another. ' The decor of
F.0.V.N. - Saigon will be "concern"
or "positive graffiti®. If you will
join us, please fill out the state-
ment below (which will be kept in i
a book for asll to read in the center) .
and the signature tesr-off and send =
to Friends of Children of Viet Nam,
€00 Gilpin, Denver, Colorado, 80218,
along with one dollar to help to.. =~
defray maintenance costs of the ;
center. The signature will be affixed
to the wall. We will publish pericdic
progress pictures of the wall in this

newsletter. Won't you tell the children |

that ynu&care?_:fw'VJ %

.-----------’--_-—-------------------',--'--'—-‘.‘,’

I am concarned'and intereated in:the plight and welfsre of the children

of Vist Nem.

$

3 IGNATURE




‘orphanage news

Dear FCVN

A milliun thanks to you and’ all our
FCUN friends for so many generous efforts
to help our babies! Just to let you see
them in pictures--only--that's about all
we can do--unless you come snd pay uys a
visit. Flease let all our FCUN friends
see babies (sorry on paper only) now at
least they can see who their little
friends are! where all their love and
care are centered on,

They're behaving very well. -
your help they've survived many a
dangerous crisis! The response is very
good. Some of them grow like weeds
overnight. March 4 our beautiful
Bach Lan (7-8 mos. baby girl) left
for Colorado, Boulder, (Berardi) family-
hope she's not hijacked for we love and
miss her so. Say hello and hi to all
our good FCUN, ' God bless you alll -

With

Eagerly awaiting your reply!
Sister M. Uraule
- Ninh Long R

‘88 your own one.

"plasters.

Dear Friends,

How happy we are to gst a letter
from you. UWe feel:\fine to read it.
It is lucky for my orphanage gotten

as your Foster Orphanage Frogram.

I love all my orphans and want to
help them-being happy, lovely. UWe
are very worried about the financial
orphanage, and now you give us your
big hands, we can't describe how
happy we are_to hear thst.

Since the U.S. soldiers left, we
have to support children everything
that we can't make by ocurselves, such
things as milk, clothes, shoes, rice,
food, books, medicing... UWe now grow
vegetablss in my small garden, besides
we bought a fruit farm to cultivate
in order that we can get a little
income to nourish children. Uue
bought one car and use it always,
therefore it was ruined and had in
garage for repair many times. It

"isn't very good and we need a new car.

Supplies is less and less from
government, but we get more and more
children and we try to do very hard
to bring them an easy living, and uwe
can't do as we wish. »

e want to thank you from the
bottom of our hearts for getting my
orphanage as your Foster Orphanage
Program. I do hope _and pray for you
to be wealthy and take my orphanage

Sincerely,
Sister Mary
Rose de Lima

Dear Friends,
We would like to thank you heartily
for your kindness shown to our Providence

- Orphanage at Khanh-Hung (Soc Trang). —

e —

with this money we €an get 255.000
It means we are sble to go -
on our work for the new building. Ue
have planned to enlarge it, because.
until now our big children haven't

. had any place to play and to eat. They

play and eat in the drying-room. During
the dry season, they can play outside;
but during ths rainy season, it's a pity.

f "J:,s
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are ahliged to stay insidu 1n the 41
.. . it is never easy to write an application
' Ffor help of this sort and it is partic-

1 room. It'a not agreeable.

How very wonderful it was to recaive
fine gift so generous. UWords can't
ribe our joy and gratitude toward ,
FCUN., You were so nice to us. y &
You wanted to know what we need for
new building? Actuaily, we need unly

money to buy materlsls. we have
ady bought some cement, pieces of
, sand, nails etc., uithuut paying.
an pay little by little. Wwhen our
building is finished, we shall send
picture of it and tell you what we_
later for the new building. But
can send anything you like and you
k necessary for our orphanse.
Many thanks also for your supplies
cod and clothing we received from
er, Colorado, and from you. Please
ey our best regards and gratitude to
the people who worked and will work
for opur new building. Our prayers °*
thoughts go always with you_ ind your
rous effurts.

Eratefully,
Sister Sylvie
Soc Trang

Friends,
My name is Bernzdus NGUYEN VAN DE,
tholic priest of My Tho Diocese, :
n is @ part of the Republic of South
Nam. I have been an Administrator
great center of the ageds and poors
6,500 Vietnamese-that most of them
from Cambodia because of the war an
er. Presantly, they are living 4in

r tents, situated on the airfield,

~_never had to do one befaore.
_ because of the war, ours were ruined
" almost everything.
school with 750 children.

disturbed you.

. thankao

medicine, foods and clothing. Certainly,

ularly difficult for me because 1 have
As you knou,
We have an elementary

ately, it has been closed because we

~ have had no money for paying for the

mistress each month. -
Moreover, we have a Minh Duc ,
Orphanage with 125 children: 82 boys
and 43 girls. There are 90 children
that their parents no can feed them.
And 35 children have no parents and
relatives.
mothers and fathers were killed. UWe
have tried to feed them, but right now
we are desperate for funds to tide us .

over the future months until our element-’

ary school opened up again. Truly ue
are in the hopeless situation,.
But, it is fortunate we are haaring

AndAunfnrtun—_l

Ji i

For, in blood battles their -

about your Friends of Children ef Viet -

Nam,.
ood status. So, may we
ask you some necessaries for elementary -
school and especially orphsnages, such es:
4 =Amount of money for each month
or year
parents - BN
-Medicine and clnthing Tl” ot
Will you forgive us fnr~hav1ng &
‘We are always grxiﬁfu}
to you, and will you accapt Oug 6eat
-Because of the ur -
have to count on ynu

We hope you could save us away - ..
- from this not ;

11 months. They hava not enough ~let us down. : el e
iy 53 : ; 'Fr. Bernadus D7) 5

> ¥ Minh Dua : :
T_ME IN' : ¥ .

Enclosed is my donation of §

Foster Orphanage Plan ($10.00/mo. tommitment).

I would like to join in the support of

I will send $10/mo. by the 20th of each month___

to help the children.’

See page 2.. F" §n.
orphanage. S

or 312 a8 year n,.fi

1974 F.C.V. N. memberahip fee ($1. UD/person). b ’ ; “55

=588

Make check payable to Friends of
Children aof Viet\Nan e
Mail to:  F. C V. N.

- 600 Gilpin

ST ' .~ Denver, Colo.
ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE

80218

Xy
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our newsletter. Membership, most important of all, allows you to add your name
~to those of pthers, like yourself, who care about the children and the work of
Friends of Children of Viet Nam. Won't you become e member of F.C.V.N2 -

; 8
‘ i i s ] st e

T MEVEERRNI BRTVE S i R F e b
.i “Friends of Children of Viet Nam has begun a membership drive, with the Board
" of Director's decision to assess the membership fee for this year at one dollar.

A member is defined in our by-laws as "A person who expresses an interest in the
purpose and objectives of the corporation provided that the Board of Directors may

. require as a condition for membership the payment of such an amount of annual dues

‘a8 the Board of Diractorp may from time to time fix and determine to be necessary.”
; The manbernhip fee was set at a lou figure to encourage s many interested

to aid orphaned and abandoned children in Viet Nam. UWe would like our ‘membership
to encompass people from sll over the United States, from all walks of life, and
from as many genersations as possible. UWe would like to point to our membership
rolls as evidence that the American people have not forgotten the youngest and
most tragic victims of the war.

We will attempt to do all in our power to keep you, our members, infurmad an
any subjecta concerning the children of Viet Nam. UWe will attempt to share with
you the work of the people who care for the children day after day, their joys,
their hopes, and their sorrows and needs. We will sttempt to provide you with as
much historical and cultural background as possible, especiaslly valuable to s
adoptive parents of Vietnamese children. Our work in Viet Nam will be conveyed
to you by way of\published reports in the newsletters, written by our Cverseas
Staff.

. Membership entitles you to vote for the members of the Board of Directors
(this also, at present, requires attendance at the annual meeting) and receive

-

'Friends of Children of Viet Nem e el

600 Gilpin : : : ' oo N_B’ulk Rat?‘
Denver, Colorado 80218 | 5 e © . US. Postage a
' : s i PAID - T

_ SPLIED R ! Littiston, Colo, 80120 !
( B g P B \ j =l Permit No. 206

. people as possible to officially Join Friends of Chlldran of Viet Nam in its efforts i




March 16, 1976

Dear Friends,

How many times you - the adoptive parents of Vietnadmese
children and friends of the children of Viet Nam - have received
letters from F.C.V.N. with that salutation! The reasons for the
letters - varied - to tell you of the progress of our shared
work in Viet Nam, to send you the information needed to begin
the adoption of a Vietnamese child, the letters that one by one
verified the completion of each step necessary toward the
assignment of your child, the joyful letter sent via your agency
that brought to you that first picture of a child - your child,
the letters after the arrival of your child that carried practical
Hits of knowledge, the letters that have kept you informed of the
past year's happening regarding the lives of our precious "Babylift"
children. Many of these letters were sent to you by Carol Westlake,
who was F.C.V.N.'s Adoption Director. This letter is sent to you
with the sorrowful news of Carol's death.

This letter is sent to share with you our deep-felt loss
of a woman whom to many of you was only a signature on letters and
paperwork involving your child. This 1is my somewhat meager attempt
to pay final tribute to a dear and much loved friend. I want to
share with you the knowledge of how much more than the mere
signature of an agency director Carol Westlake's signature represented.

Carol and her husband, Al, began their efforts to aid
children in Viet Nam more than five years ago. when they began the
process to adopt their sons Tommy and Thien. Carol gave slide
shows to help bring the plight of the children to the public's
attention; she packed box after box of food, medicine and clothing
for shipment to Viet Nam; as an R.N. she assisted in the obtaining
and purchasing of the medicines so vital to the children's lives;
she herself had and assisted at
fund raisers to raise the money
so desperately needed by the people
working with the children; she
served on the Board of Directors
of F.C.V.N.; she was an integral
part and a motivating force behind
the re-establishment of F.C.V.N.'s
adoption program in Viet Nam in 197u4;
she travelled to Viet Nam on two
different occasions to lend her
assistance to the Overseas Staff
and to escort children on their long
journey home; she worked hours
without end during the crisis in
Viet Nam and the ensuing "Babylift";
she spoke to many of you to bring

Carol Westlake and daughter Thuy
in Viet Nam in May of 197u.
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you the glad tidings of the arrival of your son or daughter; in
the months following the "Babylift" she spent hour after hour with
a caseload that would have staggered and defeated most people.

The volunteer hours that Carol gave and gave to the children in
Viet Nam, to your children and mine, can never be measured - but
they stand now as an awesome tribute to a woman whose deep love
and concern for children notivated her to heights of love and
giving that few are able to reach.

Coupled with her giving to others, Carol was a devoted and
.wonderful mother. She leaves seven children, all unique, loving,
ziving, happy individuals who are themselves an immense tribute to
Carol's great human worth and the love with which Carol and her
husband, Al, shared and nutured their family.

One of the drawbacks of being a licensed agency, as opposed
to a parents' assistance group, is the loss of personal contact.
The image that is often invoked with the words "agency" or
"agency director" is one of impersonal bureaucracy: this was one
of the frustrations of Carol's life. How many times she would say,
"I only wish the parents knew that we're not a bureaucracy, that
we're adoptive parents and have been through all the anxieties
they're experiencing, that we feel for them and that we love those
babies, too."

I hope that in some small way now you do know that
Carol Westlake was so much more than an impersonal signature upon
a letter or a document. That you are now able to recognize the
caring, devo*ion and personal sacrifice that each signature
represented. That perhaps the love Carol put in with each hour
she gave will motivate us all to give that little bit extra of
ourselves that might make a difference in the life of a child in
need. One act of kindness to touch a child done in the memory of
Carol Westlake would be the most meaningful memorial to Carol
that you could pay.

ey’ Dorndeorn
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The first time J met Doup Gray, [ was impressed by the :
mere fact of what he was tr"ﬂw—to do. 'ithout a doubt, the

handicapped are one ol the least popular and conscqucntly,
most necding causes in Viet Yem. It is those handicapped
children to which lioug (ray has dedicated his lifc.

An ex=Lritich Medical Corpsman, he came to Viet Nam five
years ago and bezeén vorking with the mentally disturbed at
Phu ‘ay Tlospital. Today his cherry red nose and the distinctive
sparkle in his cyes gives little indication of the ‘*horrors he
has lived, working with twisted bodies and lost minded we only
experience in uightmarcecs.

Now Dougr Gray is on his own, tackling the lost children of )
Viet Nam, those stricken with polio, cerebral palsy, and other &
crippling discases. Taking children often found tied to bed
posts in a dark back room of an ornhanage, he brings them to
bis Saigon Centcr and begins the long slow process of therapy,
operations, more therapy. Doug plays a role in every step
along the way, from surgecons assistant to floor scrubber. For
his dedication he reccives not a penny. (e cut himself off
his $25 per month living allowance because of rising costs)

The satisfaction which keeps him pgoing comes from watching

the chitdren berin to usec once shriveled legs and begin to. ”ﬁ
walk for the first time in their lives. The latest bunch L
to come here was a sroup of 27 I picked up from rural or- q
phanages" he described, "I carried every one of them through
that rate. How 20 are walkine,"

A doctor 1 spoke with recently was also impressed. "I've
seen that man do things with legs I'd have never thourht
possible. Considering the stress and conditions that man
works under, ['d grant him the title of miracle worker.,"

Thines have never been easy for Nour, but lateély tle
econonic situation has become so severe that for the first
time he's bad to seriously ask himself if he'll be able to
stay. 1Initially tunded by the Viet Nam Orphanage Project, 3
he currently is trying to make ‘ends meet witlh a trickle of v

o
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working out, ) i
"I've had to cut down from k7 to 33 kids in the ] 4

past week and a Lalf, and lay off two wor'crs. ’lost "4 fu=. ' |

of the Kkids 1 sent away nced morc treatments, but I juﬁﬁ?$ ',?é
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or four dollars per day; thats for forty of us.
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Living 1ike this is hurtine myself and the kids. I'inless soue=-
thins happens soon, I1'11 have to send them all hack to the or-
phanagcs. " S s

I aslted him what he would do if he had more available funds.,ﬁ

~ "rirst I'd improve the diet of these kids" he told me.
You know how important that is during the post operative stages.

Then I'd bring bLack some of those kids I had to give up last week.

Fifty dollars a2 month could do that."
"Fifty dollars', I thousht tc myself, "for a life time
of walking. That must be the barrain of the century." '"what
then?" I.gqueried, A , < '
"Well, before I could take in more kids, I'd bave to fix’
up the terrace" he dreamed, reférring to a hure roof top porch,
alrcady coverec, which Doug hopes someday will become a rec-
reational therony erea. [le built the only swing and set of
nrarallel bars himself, as well as some childrens furniture.
It scemed @ waste for all that space to be currently unused.
But Noug pointed out the broken tiles to me and what a hazarad

they are tec children who must ekoot themselves along the ground,.,

"If that could be fixed up we could giv e kids something
they'll never know otherwise, the ability to wallk."
*The value of work by a man like Doug fGray is cleer cnduqh.
Jut whaet may not be .clear is the state ol jjcopardy ‘his work '
is in today. Withont help he may not be here tomorrow. And

if he's not here tomorrow, those children won't walk for & 1life=- .-

time,

Pu

PR

b S S




Orphanage News

A LETTER FROM DOUG GRAYes.

It was a very pleasant surprise
to receive your letter and chequee.
1 am replying immediately to put
you in the picture of what we are
doing to help the handicapped
children of Viet Names Our center
that over the past two years was
put together bit by bit from
materials that we that we scrounged
from construction workers, the
Geles and the Embassy and at our
reak we were looking after L7
children with polio, cerebral
palsy, and six (6) other children
who were crippled dailye. We

took orphans from the following
institutions: Go Vap, Sancta
Maria, Hoi B H- Sanh fuys
Cantho Providence Qrphanage,
Montagnard for village new Dalat,
extremely poor familiess Go Va
is probably the largest orphanage
in Viet Nam and houses 900 .°
childreneeeon Monday another 13
year old boy will be going into
the Saigon Hospital to have sur=-
gery on a badly malformed hande.
Surgery will be done, in part, by
Dre. Markally an American Plastic
Orthopedic Surgeon. Next week

we shall be receiving another 12
orphans with polio from the

Delta region of Viet Name I will
close now but in a week or so I'll
ren another letter with more
information and the names of
childrenssseeDouglas He Gray, ReNe.

* F

ATAN MATsee'"We think of your kind-
ness very oftens We write English
very poore We say nothing but we
send you many thanks to you and to
the pgenerous benefactors for the
wonderful donation, which we have
recently received through the
kindness of the Mr. and Mrs. Clark
in Saigon every month since
January, 1974« This is a great
help for us in oir mission.

"At the present, we have
141 ‘children and still continue
to receive the unfortunate child-
ren. As you know, the war had
destroyed so much of Viet Nam and
the result is terrible. We don't
know how long this will last,
There are so many families in
which the parents lost their jobs
since the Army left Viet Name, In
addition, the prices of living
rise so high 'especial: milk, rice,
soap, material, etc.s Many men
died by war and the women obliged
to abandon their childrene. Some
of them are brought to the orphan-
age; others, sad to say, are found
in the way or in the market place.
Most of our children came to us by
this waye

"Please be assured of our
faithful remembrance of you and
our benefactors in our daily humble
prayers.s God bless you and keep
you in his care. Very sincerely
yours, Sister Rosalie Oo.P."




Chapter Newrs

Dear Sponsors:

As some of you know, my
hus%and and I just returned from
a trip to South Vietnam, where we
visited many orphanages, a made
the long awaited trip to(Saded o
see the children we have been
caring for. Words seem very in-
sufficient to describe the feel=-
ings that came over us as we
drove into the orphanage yard. 1
felt as if it was all a dream,
until Sister Desiree came running
out of a building waving her arms
at use I have never felt such
emotion in my lifee. As I got out
of the car and we put our arms
around each other, the tears that
had been welled up inside me for
so long came to my eyes; and as I
looked at Sister Desiree, 1 saw
that her eyes were filled with
them toos I could feel the love
and emotion going from one of us
to the other. They speak of
energy going from: one person's
body to another and 1 swear to
you that T could feel ites Iove v
is the most overpowering emotion
of all, and if you let it take
over your entire being without any
reservations, the feeling is over-
whelminge

We spent that entire day at
Sadec=-=-stayed overnight and left
the next morninge. During that
time, Sre. Desiree spoke constantly
of her dear sponsors back in the
United States and how much she
loved them and how greatful she
was to theme She told me of the
many things that she has been able
to do with the money that you have
sent. The Sisters and all the
children pray for all of their
sponsors every day and night and
think of you oftenes It was apparent
that this was not just talk, because
as she introduced us to the children
and the o0ld folks who live at Sadec,
each in his or her turn thanked us

for all the help that we had given
and asked us to please thank you=--
their sponsors--for them.

Shortly after we got there, Sister
Desiree took us on a tour of the omphan-
agees What a thrill that wase.essto meet
all those beautiful children and to see
with our own eyes all of the grounds,
One thing that I noticed was that in
all the pictures that I have received
I hadn't seen a handicapped child, nor
did I notice any children with the
typical skin infections that seem so
rampant in Vietname. Obviously these
things just do not show up on print as
there were co many children with legs
so thin that I wondered that they would
hold their bodies up, eyes so filled
with the starvation for love of a family
and thin bodies lacking for so long the
food necessary for the strong growth of
a healthy bodys I saw one girl in par-
ticular, about 10 years old, who was
completely balde She hai not one hair
on her head, and it had not been shaved.
I wondered vhat atrocity had happened to
this child that causec this to hapren to
here 1 saw one child who had to have
been at least one year old because he
had many teeth; his legs were no larger
than a newborns and both curved in to-
ward each other. Everything at Sadec
was kept spotlessly clean and yet there
were the skin infections, on the scalp,
and on the bodiese Why should any child
have to live with these things? 1 kent
telling myself that we really didn't

cause all of this; but in the next moment

I know that even though we were not
directly responsible, we would be, if
we didn't do something about ite Tgnor-
ance of the situation is one thing, but
when your eyes have seen and your ears
have heard and you turn your back, you
are committing as great a crime and sin
as the one who started it in the first
places Each of us has much we can give
and share with others.

The grounds that the orphanage sits
on are quite lovely, with the fruit
trees and all the green vegetatione.

ot o e o g
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(Continued from Page 1)

"I felt the penetrating heat,
as there are no fans. Fans are
desperately needed for the dis-
pensarye. The temperature is any-
where from 90° to 100°., The
humidity is constantly between
85 and 90"

Gloria's voice seemed to
crack a littles She waited and
then I saw the distant look in
her eyese. '"Some of the children,"
she said, "in cribs will be con-
fined to them forever. Bels are

0o cmall that the children lay doubled
up in thems Why? Because there are no
other beds, There ic no money to pur-
chase the necded cribs or beds. Juct
as there is not enourh help available
to attend each and every child's
individual needs. .

"Ag I walked by the children, I saw
the pleas in their eycse They reached
out to you as if to say: ‘Feed Met
Holi Me! llelp Me! Iove Me!' Iooking
into their sad plealing eyes, I fought
to hold back the tears that welled in
my eyese Thosce helpless 1ittle child=-
ren didn't ack for this! They are the
innocent ones! They are the suffering
ones! Always the sorrow of those
children will be in my heart.

"My heart ached as I was able to
touch each child but I could not hold
theme T had everything I could do to
keep my emotions from running away with
me as I touched themes Al1l the while,
that silent plea was there in their eyes.
T vowed that T would never forggt them
or what T sawe And 1 promiced myself
that T would do everything in my power
to raise money to ease their suffering.

"Crippled chi'dren that were desper-
ately in need of braces and could not
have them becausc there is no money to
buy theme A child who sits and watches
others run about, but cannot join them.
e or che wil1 be confined to that bed
or bench unlesc money can be made avail=-
able to help buy those braces. ;

"T sAaw incects in their rooms becaure
there are no screenc non the windowse
Ingecte crawling on the poor helpless
bodies of children who esuld nnt slap
out at thene

"The kitchen was no more than a hole
in the va’le Therc wac nne fluch toilet
for all thac¢ neopleés

“"J caw the nung ant workerc co will=
ing to helpe How much enuld they cndure
after wor:ing twelve to fourteen houres
a day? 1 folt that come univeral spirit
ave them a reogervuir of strength to gn
one A utrenc-th to reach out beyon! ther-
velves to rpdve cnafort to therse helnlez:
childrens,

WAt the end of the day 1 saw a child
care attenlant citting exhausted; too
tired to go homee T knew the feelinr,
becauce my bady an! iy heart acheds I
¢ilently vowed again to myscf, 'T wil?
never. forret you!' "
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We were lucky enough to taste
some of the fruit ourselveseee
it misht surprise you to know
that oranges in Vietnam are
green and would put "Sunkist"

to chames. None of. your money

ic being wasteds It was evident
that the Sisters work very hard
to kecp the orphanage clean and
well kepke They make do with

whatever they have and

put it

to r0od uses, They raise their

own chickens ani vegetablene.

Al? the time that we were there,
they vorked very hard to show
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Dear Friends,

My husband and I spent over
two weeks in Vietnam in September.
I hope in this letter that I can
convey my thoughts and feelings
on our trip and tell you some=-
thing about Vietnam and FCVN's
role in aiding its children. It
was the most fantastic experience
of our lives, and I want to share
it withyous I must admit that
putting the things that we saw
into words is a task that I fear
is too great for me. How can I
tell you of the hunger that I saw,
the eyes looking up pleading for
help, the crippled children with
no braces, the rotting teeth, the
open sores, the bloated stomachs,
and the lonely eyes? Most of the
time, it was unbearable to see all
of these things and have little
or no power to do anything about
themes We came back more deter-
mined than ever to help in anyway
that we cane As long as I live,

I will not forget those children,
I can only hope that you will help
us toc relieve some of the misery
in their 1lives.

We arrived in Saigon at
11 aeme, Thursday morning,
September 12, We got off the
plane and were taken by bus to the
airport building used for immigra-
tione. We thought that we would
have trouble getting through as
we didn't know what to do or where
to go, but someone must have been
watching over us as we got right
through with no trouble at allese
and there at the end of the line
to greet us were several members
of the FCVN Saigon staff. Need=
less to say, we were more than
glad to see theme.

As soon as we arrived at the
FCVN Center, Cheri Clark took us
on a tour. She took us to see
each section of the entire place
and showed us all the babies,

She seemed to have a little story
to tell us about each one of them.,

With love and pride she told how
this one and that one had come into
the Center and how the entire staff
had fought and struggled for this or
that one's 1ife. This was one of the
things that we noticed immediately--
the love and caring for ‘each child.
This wasn't just another 8 to 5 j3b
for the staff; they love:each one of
the children as individuals and that's
what is making our Center such a huge
SUCCEeSSe

We live in such a protected world
that it is hard for us here in America
to imagine such horrors as we saw
while we were in Vietnam. Three
children died of the measles while we
were there (all three of which were
in the hospital at the time they got
the measles), a healthy baby one day
could be a dead baby the next. I saw
at least five mothers give up their
babies (something I never want to see
again), each mother had tears in her
eyese What is it 1ike to give up a
child? What would make a mother do

it? I can only believe that they do

it in the HOPE that someone somewhere
in the world will do something to help
their child to a better life than what
they are able to give them. Perhaps
it could be a nice family who would
adopt their child or soméone giving
money so that their child might eat

or sending that child fo schools So
many people in Vietnam are suffering
so greatly from the war; they have
NOTHING to give their children except
the hope for something better, even if
it means they will never see them
again,

It wasn't just the children living
in institutions that were suffering.
Everywhere we looked there were child-
ren--hundreds of them=-all over the
placees It didn't matter what time of
the day or night we went out, there
they weres One evening, a friend of
ours took us out for dinner. As we
were coming out of the restaurant, a’ L,///ﬁ
boy about eight years o0ld came up to
us begging for moneye. He was filthy
dirty and around his neck was the




dirtiest sling I've ever seen,
and in it, his infant brother.
/It was 10:30 at nighte 1
wonder where they slept that
night and if the money we gave
them was enough for a meal?
That same night a young woman
ran up to us as we were going
for a taxi. She had her baby
in her arms and she too wanted
moneye That child looked as
near death as I have ever seen,
On our way home, as we were
going along the streets, we saw
a huge pile of garbagee.esesand

\\ "
there in the middle of it was a v \,‘ \
young girl looking and search- . s

\\ A

ing through that rotten stuff
for a morsel of foode On every

\
e 1]
curb, in every alley, on“every _ }
street, and in every corner, z L
there were the children. All -
/—-/

dirty, hungry, sick, and lonely.

All needing something; but who WORK IN VIETNAM
would give it to them? s .
All in all our trip was g;;ycﬁggépC::rggncéi:tn:°]ds

very worthwhilesesethere was
much sorrow over all the child-
ren that we could never reach,
but there was also a joy when
we saw ALL that FCVN is doing=--
for we are performing miracles
in Vietnames Even if only one
child reaches home, it has all
been worth it...but we are
doing so much more than that.
That is the pay all of us at
FCUN get each nighte.seknowing
that because of FCVN somebody's
life is going to be better.

Gloria Johnson
WISCONSIN FCVN

e




LETTER TO AN UNKNOWN MOTHER

I don't think of you very often.
In fact, most of the time I make
an effort to keep you out of my
thoughtse And yet--sometimes=--
just before I drift off to

sleep or when I look into my
daughter's eyes, I think of you
eeel don't know youe. Are you a
woman? A girl of 16« There are
50 many reasons- why you might
have chosen to give up your baby
(now so very much gur baby),

Was it the war, hunger, the
realization that you could .not
provide even the most meager of

existances for her, your husband's

deathessese? It must have been a
terribly difficult decision and
even harder to live through such
an experiences I feel so sad
for youseebecause it is sad to
create something so lovely and
then to be forced to turn your
back on iteese¥You must have felt
some love tooeseif not for the
baby, perhaps for her father.
It is'trug, you bore my daughter,
but I am now her mother. I love
her, "mother" her, live with her,
care for herseesurely you must
wonder about me. I'd like you
to know how very much we love
our daughter and how grateful we
are to you for being the life
force that brought her into
beings Thank you for giving her
her big black eyes, her soft
skin, her happy beautiful spirit,
her bright minde Thank you for
giving us this child who is
everything we had ever hopedeess
As time goes by we will think of
each other less and less. You
are starting your life anew=--
and hopefully you will have
another chance to gain happi-
nesse We are finding fulfilment
for our lives in our daughter,
Buteeenoweeowhile you are still
very much on my minde.sel want to
say "Thank You."

=Diane Nason=-

-=Fhoto by B. A. lMantey--




FRIENDS

OF CHILDREN
OF VIET NAM

600 GILPIN ST
DENVER, COLO. 80218
TEL. (303} 321-8251

January, 1975

e

=ditor: Jennes Mo I ord

3 AV SOMZEBORY

I am somebodye.

T am somebocye.

1 may be voor

But I am somebody.

I may be young

But I am comebodye

I may be small

But I am somebodye.

My clothes are different
My hair ic different

But I am somebodyeeeese

I am Black, Brown, White
I speak a different language
But I must be respected
Protected, never rejected
I am God's child

I am somebodye.

-Used on 'Sesame Street'-

« Phe Flzece: Th

‘"I VOWED NEVER TO FORGET THEM"

*#Personal interview with
Gloria Krier taken fron
MABA = FCVUN Newslettere**

e Handicap Center
utside of Saigon,.
n

\,10

2

Yooulation: 1

"The Handicarp Center outside
of Caigon houses and carcs for
the desperately ill, mentally
retarded, victims of Cerebral
I"a}:y, Pslio and Ineu:onia rlus
two blind girlse. Ali innocent
victime,"

Tausing, Mrs, Krier looked
at the pictures of the suffering
chilféren before continuing on,
"They are cared for by one nurse,
two nuns, ani four child-care
attendants,

"The ncelds are on a one-to-
one basise The Handicap Center
is under-staffed by at least ten
child=-care attendantse The needs
grov more each day as children
are brought to the Center.

"The stench is unbearable,
It is not something that you can
forget or will forget. Close to
fifty mentally retarded have to
be diapered and hand fed. They
range from infants to eirchteen
years old, '

"Their needs are so great!




. observation center for newcomers,
~ organization headquarters, and
= for the Clark family,

< e

i

> once received a letter from a Pediatrician who
158 doing volunteer work in Viet Nam, She speaks
:11 to the abilities of our Overseas Staff mem-

~rss we'd like to share her letter with you:

n a country where cleanliness is next to impos-

ible, it is clean. The new arrivals are frequently

o i1l that delay in obtaining medical care may
ecsult in death, I was many times impressed with
ierie's sound medical judgment. There are babies
live today that would be dead if she had not been
o alert, However, the thing that impressed me
zg;zg)t about FCVN was that this was the ONLY

24 that I was in that had the atmosphere of a

yme, and that scemeéd to find the time—to be

. of and interested in the problems
H5f‘EEEE—Bf_Eﬁé‘chtidrEﬁ'laced. To be sure, one

annot fault the other agencies at all, for the
“ysical problems that beset the children are so
verwhelming that they must come first., I thought
bout this and came to the conclusion that it was
ccause your agency was run by a married couple

hat live with their children in the facility. And
particular married couple that manages to let
heir love flow over on to all of the children in
heir charge. I only wish the other agencies were
s fortunate as yours in their choice of staff,"
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e of the infants under the care of
N in<the Critical Care Center in
Dinh, FCVN's staff took in the
dren most in need; consequently
state of health of the children on
‘ival was very poor and many times
battle for life was lost., Yet,
. staff never gave up and relished
—say of saving each and every child
¢ _tldey could. —>

FCVN Critical Care Center in Gia
"« This facility housed the criti-
y 11l infants and toddlers under
care of FCUN, It also served as
observation center for newconers,
organization headquarters, and

=~ for the Clark family.,

-

nce received a letter from a Pediatrician who
She sp=aks
1 to the abilities of our Overseas Staff mem-
s; we'd like to share her letter with you:

a country where cleanliness is next to impos-
le, it is clean, The new arrivals are frequently -
i1l that delay in obtaining medical care may
11t in death, I was many times impressed with
rie's sound medical judgment. There are babies
je today that would be dead if she had not been
alert, However, the thing that impressed me
:§§>t about FCVN was that this was the ONLY

Ty that I was in that had the atmosphere of a

-~ arnAd that canamead A Flead 2ha +dma &~ ha

doing volunteer work in Viet Nam,

. Terre Super, Supervisor of the

Toddler and Older Child Care facility
in Thu Duc. Mrs, Super and her
husband, John, were volunteers who
worked for FCVN in Viet Nam in 1974
and 1975, Their area of responsi-
bility was the housing and care of

the toddlers and older children under
our care. Many of these children
still remember the warmth and love
that they received from Mrs. Super
at this halfway house facility.
During the Airlift, Mrs. Super once
again stepped forth to aid the
children and supervised the daily
operations of the Continental Care
facility where the children stayed
until departure to their families.,

t
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_FOR YOUR SCRAPBOOK - A GLIMPSE OF THE PAST

_Em

© our hope that in each future newsletter we will be able to look to the past and g;;ggne; e
e pecple and places that played a role in the 'live of the children our organizat{8n was 5
t‘() as8ist e..
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Overseas Program Directors u////
: Te Clark worked as volunteers for FCVN for one year in Viet Nam. They super- ~
~d the many proigrams established in Viet Nam by our organization, such as the Foster Orphanage

J%%MAND TOM CL

C

_ram, the Adop:ion Program, the Supply Program, the operation of the Critical Care Center in
iy Dinh, and the Toddler and Older Child Care facility in Thu Duc. They also initiated and
loped the Fos:er Mother Program which was an outstanding success. This program not only
oyed dozens of Vietnamese women who otherwise might not have had an income, but even more
rtantly it dr2stically reduced the death rate of the infants under our care. Ms. Clark
liceised RN ind Mr. Clark was on a leave of absense from his position with I,B,M, which _
wed him to assist need hildren in Viet Nam, The Clarks and their children lived at the }
ical Care Center in# very much in the heart of everyday Vietnamese life. Ms. Clark's
of Viet Nam is describéd in her own words in the poem she wrote entitled '"There is a Song
'y Hea-t", whi:h is reprinted in this newsletter. 5

DR. COUNG, the physician employed by FCVN to
minister ‘to the needs of the children under the
care of our organization. Dr, Coung and the
medical staff did an outstanding job, working
countless hours in their efforts to save the
children.,

There is a Song in My Heart

I did not spring from the soil of Viet Nam,

T vwnoe nat rradled in her wnmb and she did not
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* Tom and Cherie Clark worked as volunteers for FCVN for one year in Viet Nam. They super- ~
ised the many programs established in Viet Nam by our organization, such as the Foster Orphanage
rogram, the Adop-ion Program, the Supply Program, the operation of the Critical Care Center im
a Dinh, and the Toddler and Older Child Care facility in Thu Duc., They also initiated and
veloped the Fos:er Mother Prograsm which was an outstanding success, This progras pot only
~loyed lozens of Vietoamese women who otherwise might not bave bad an (ncone, but even sore

rtant iy It droetically reduced the death roate of the (nfants wnder our core, MNs, Clarts

s llcowed KN ind Mr, Clark was on & leave of abocnse fron his gosition with 1,.B.0, which
owed him to asiist needy children in Viet Han, The Clarks and their children lived at the o
itical care Centeér in Gia Dinh, very much in the heart of everyday Vietnamere life. Ms., Clazk®s
ve of Viet Nam is described in her own words in the poem she wrote entitled "There is a Song
n My Heart", whi:h is reprinted in this newsletter. .

- DR, COUNG, the physician employed by FCVN to
minister to the needs of the children under the
care of our organization. Dr, Coung and the
medical staff did an outstanding job, working
countless hours in their efforts to save the

children, ————

There is a Song in My Heart

I did not spring from the soil of Viet Nam.
I was not cradled in her womb and she did no
give birth to me. I was a child of another
color and I spoke another language and yet _
Viet Nam received me as a mother receivgs
adopted child from a far off land. 1 we
Viet Nam to give and I received. I went to
teach and four thousand years of history and
wisdom enlightened me, I went to a country
ravaged by war and found peace. I went expecting
to find despair and sorrow and I found hope
and joy. I crossed an ocean and found a home
"There is a song in my heart called Viet Nam but
it is wordless and I am incomplete. The we
nothe

to

have gone from my song and I am




FOP

—
FCVN was established in 1967 Jto halt the appalling ceath rate of infants

——————————

and children in Vietnam by providing food, clothing, and medicine, as
well as trained personnel. Our goal is to assist recognized nurseries
and orphanages in Vietnam. FCVN established a licensed adoption agency™
in the State of Colorado in March of 1973, and was regicstered as a child
care organization with the-Republic of Vietnam in June of 167%. Since
its founding, twenty-six (26) FCVN Chapters have been organized through-
out the United States and one in Germany. FCVN has 21so ectablished,
and is supporting, the FCVN Center in Saigone A Focter Orphanare Plan
assists nineteen (19) orphanages and one child care center in Vietnane
We are a non-profit organization of volunteers. All voroceeis are use?
to help the children and 211 donations are tax-deductible.
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$3 feeds a newborn baby for a
week,

$5 buys enough rice to feed a
family for five dayse.

$10 pays a cook's wages for one
weeke ;

$25 buys a tankful of gas for
the adoption home's vane. :

$100 provides a meal a day for
fifty (50) nursery children
for one month,

PLEASE HELP, AS MUCH AS YOU CAN, k

FCVN has a fantastic Foster Orphanage Program some of you are already
taking part in. I say it is fantastic because it is the only program
of its kind, that I know or, that is getting 100 percent of ALl dona-
tions directly to the orphanagese Each sponsor pledges 810 per month
or $120 a year to a particular orphanage to care for its children,
In retrun, every 4 to 6 weeks you would receive a letter and/or picture
of your orphanage. We feel, that because of the severity of theproblem
in Vietnam and, also, because of the needs of All of the children are
so0 great we could not single out only a few individual children to
receive aide We felt that the best way to reach all of the children
in Vietnam who need help is to support the orphanages and centers in
which they are cared for. We just returned from Vietnam and we saw it
.workinge.
-Gloria Johnson -
~WISCONSIN FCVN -
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It is our purpose to promote the well-being of orphaned, abandoned, sick, injured an
otherwise needy children throughout the world and to inform the public of the needs of
such children . . .

F.C,V,N, is a licensed child placement agency in the State of Colorado

N

We are guilty of many errors
and many faults, but our

worst crime is abandoning

the children, neglecting

the fountain of life,

Many of the things we need

now can wait. The child cannot,
Right now is the time his bones
are being formed, his blood

is being made and his senses
are being developed.

To him we cannot answer
"tomorrow" . . .

His name is "Today'.

HIS NAME IS TODAY

Gabriela Mistral :
Nobel Prize Poet

o

oH)to by James Jones
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FOSTER ORPHANAGE PRCGRAM

During the course of our work in Viet ‘Nam, FCVN eSCablished the Foster Orphanage Program

in order to enable people to aid the children in Viet Nam in a personal manner, on a regular
basis, This sponsorship program allowed contributors to support the child care facility of
their choice and to receive regular communications relative to the children and staff members
of this facility. The program in Viet Nam was an outstanding success, a true demonstration 4
of the value of a "people to people'" effort. Many sponsors reported feelings of close.
involvement with the children and staff members of their chosen facility, plus a broadening
of knowledge ard understanding of persons in a country other than their native land. PR

ey M"* o

Because of the success of the Program and the wonderful people who supported it, FCVN

Aratdnd A wn_rrbahldal &l oo AL - -
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We are guilty of many errors

and many faults, but our

worst crime is abandoning

the children, neglecting

the fountain of life.

Many of the things we need

now can wait, The child cannot,
. Right now is the time his bones

are being formed, his blood

is being made and his senses.

are being develgped.

To him we cannot answer

"tomorrow' . o .

His name is '‘Today'.

HIS NAME IS TODAY

Gabriela Mistral
Nobel Prize Poet

.;ﬂifs bj James Jones

FOSTER ORPHANAGE PROGRAM L////

During the course of our work in Viet Nam, FCVN established the Foster Orphanage Prograu

in order to enable people to aid the children in Viet Nam in a personal manner, on a regular
basis, This sponsorship program allowed contributors to support the child care facility of
their choice and to receive regular communications relative to the children and staff members
of this facility. The program in Viet Nam was an outstanding success, a true demonstration

of the value of a "people to people" effort. Many sponsors reported feelings of close.
involvement with the children and staff members of their chosen facility, plus a broadening

of knowledge and understanding of persons in a country other than their native land. P

s

Because of the success of the Program and the wonderful people who supported it, FCVNW
decided to re-establish the Foster Orphanage Program in countries throughout the world
where there are children in need who could benefit from this type of personal caring from o
coftesaed people here in the United States. We have listed on the following pages the ‘ﬁfiJ
~ixitial Jfacilities with which we could begin the Program tomorrow: children in facilities =~ -
that we have first hand knowledge of and who need our help today. We have come to the

conclusion that the Program format will have to be changed somewhat in order for the Program

to survive and grow, and we are also contemplating some changes on which we would like you

tc share your thoughts with us. We foresee that the Program monthly donation should remsin

the same; however we have decided that it would be wise to use it as follows: $8,00 of the
donation to go directly to the child care facility in the foreign country, the remaining $2.00

to be used to finance a Foster Orphanage Program Newsletter and the cost of its printing and
distribution to the Program Sponsors, and the remaining to help finance the efforts of ‘the
volunteer staff members to expand the program to other child care facilities throughout the i
world, We will include in the Sponscrs® Newsletter periodic reports on the donations made to

the Program and their disbursement. .




TER_ORPHANAGE PROGRAM - A LOOK TO THE PAST //*—\

St. Paul's Orphanage, Vinh

Sister Marie Christine Le thi Trach was
& the directress of St. Paul's Orphanage
in Vioh Long. This orphanage had a special
place in the hearts of FCUN's volunteer
staff members in Viet Nam; though very
poor, they always strove to do their best
for the children in their care,
At times they knew they should turn
children away, but could never bring
themselves to do so. St, Paul's was
assisted by FOP with the FCVN chapter
in Sonoma acting as the coordinating
chapter. Sister Marie wrote that she
:::::) nad a very special feeling about the
_ , ] sponsors who helped her to help her
: children., She stated she felt
"no so alone'" knowing the sponsors
were there,
ster Marie Christine Le thi Trach
© was reported to our staff that
‘ster Marie was killed in April,
)75, during a rocket attack)

s Hearq\gfgﬁanage. DaNang

71is orphanage, on the northeast coastline
South Viet Nam, has about 300 children,
~ny also operate an elementary school for
2ir orphans and the children of many poor
nilies, a total of 750 children., Sister
sela, the directress, wrote: 'In the past
’en years we were mostly supported by
orican friends; we lost a grcat deal; we
ss terribly their presence.'' feprinted
o>m FOP publication 9/74.)

-
!

cred Heart was coordinated by Nassau/Suffolk
VN, Sister Angela wrote to her sponsors:

o you then, dear kind Friend Benefactors,

v deep gratitude and heartfelt thanks for

ur kindness and genercsity. How we appreciate
ur assistance, With the high cost of living
re, your generous donstions will help us to

y food for the children ... Ve can see how the
od Lord takes care of His little ones, Thanks
> to Him and to you, tco," <
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~ ) sponsors who helped her to help hor

children. She stated she felt

"no so alone" knowing the sponsors

were there.
‘ister Marde Christine Le thi Trach
‘it was reported to our staff that
Sister Marie was killed in April,
1975, during a rocket attack)

i

S
:acred Heart Orphanage, DaNa

This orphanage, on the northeast coastline
f South Viet Nat, has about 300 children.
hey also operate an elementary school for
ieir orphans and the children of many poor
amilies, a total of 750 children, Sister
ngela, the directress, wrote: 'In the past
cven years we were mostly supported by
merican friends; we lost a grcat deal; we
iss terribly their presence.'' @eprinted
‘rom FOP publication 9/74.)

‘acred Heart was coordinated by Nassau/Suffolk
‘CVN, Sister Angela wrcte to her sponsors:
‘To you then, dear kind Friend Benefactors,
'ur deep gratitude and heartfelt thanks for
rour kindness and genercsity. How we appreciate
our assistance, With the high cost of living
ere, your generous donetions will help us to
»uy food for the children ... Ve can see how the
Jood Lord takes care of His little ones, Thanks
)e to Him and to you, tco," ¥

’
Tan Binh Orphanage, had over 170 chil
in her care. The children were housed
in a brick building with 40 children
per sleeping area. Sister Mary Lieu
wrote to her sponsors: 'We are movingly
nappy when we read your letter telling us
that you are, willing to help our children,
We are sure that the way you are doing
will get deserving success in favor of
our dear orphans,"
Nebraska FCVN was the coordinator
for Tan Binh,
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RPHANAGE 'ROGRAM and a L)OK TO TH. FUTURE : -

cherie Clark, Overseas Program Director, sets direction of re-establishment of
sistance prograns = = =

ised upon the research of Ms, Clark, Overseas Program Director, Mr, Ross Meador,
zggfate Overseas Program Director,tand Janet Tonnemacher, a wonderful person who has
.ently joined our volunteer staff, FCVN ias decided to attempt to re-establish the

yster Orphanage Program in Korea and India, with plans that the program will be expanded
» other areas of the world as this becomes feasible, The re-establishment of FOP is a
carting point; once this program is estaslished and functioning, FCVN will also explore
e possibility of re-establishing others >f our assistance programs and the development
“ new programs as the need becomes appareat and the possibility of our assisting in that
~ed becomes practical., Some of the previjus programs that we would very much™like to

~activate include the gathering and sendiag of supplies of food, clothing, medicine :&i:::::—‘ﬁ'

~dical equipment (we remember sc well the wonderful efforts«of the people who gather

e _funds to buy &n incubator for Providen:e Orphanage in Can Tho, and the reality of that

cubakor in the orphanage nurseryl!), Support of vocational training programs being run
{sadvantaged youth in foreign countries and aid to medical clinics abroad by means of

nds for salaries for medical personnel are also programs on our minds, This, hopefully,

5 the beginning of a dream: the dream to use the knowledge and skills that we as an

rganization gained, and the facilitating of your willingness to help needy children

“roughout the world and to gain first-hand knowledge of these children, the people dedicated

» assisting them, and their neecs.

5. Clark traveled to India, Colombia, anc Thailand, to assess the needs of children and

5> meet those who are dedicating their lives to the nurturing of these children. Ms. Clark
oent a great length of time listening to those who are working with children in each of

iese countries, She has developed many : warm and lasting relationship with these

ndividuals and is nov concentrating on biinging their stories, dedication, frustrations,

~d the needs of their children to your attention. Ms, Clark believes that once you become
~rsonally acquainted with these staff members of child care facilities and the children who
ive within their walls, that you will share our desire to become a small but important part

£ their humanitarian efforts, The children are waiting; we ask that you join us in an

“fort to reach every child that we possibly can. Won't you become a Foster Orphanage Program
sonsor, or send a donation in order that our staff might pursue their efforts to develop ks
7P and other chi'd assistance programs throughout the world?

REHEMBER THE CHIL%@EN AND THEY WILL NEVER FORGET YOU.

e e
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5 for salarie:s for medical personnel are also programs on our minds, This, hopefully,

S the beginning of a dream: the dream to use the knowledge and skills that we as an
‘ganization gained, and the facilitating of your willingness to help needy children
hroughout the world and to gain first-hand knowledge of these children, the people dedicated
o assisting them, and their needs., .
‘s, Clark traveled to India, Colombia, anc Thailand, to assess the needs of children and

) meet those who are dedicating their lives to the nurturing of these children. Ms, Clark
pent a great length of time listening to those who are working with children in each of

hese countries., She has developed many : warm and lasting relationship with these
‘ndividuals and is nov concentrating on biinging their stories, dedication, frustrations,
~nd the needs of their children to your attention. Ms, Clark believes that once you become
~orsonally acquainted with these staff members of child care facilities and the children who
ive within their walls, that you will share our desire to become a small but important part
£ their humanitarian efforts., 7The children are waiting; we ask that you join us in an
“fort to reach every child that we possibly can. Won't you become a Foster Orphanage Program
ponsor, or send & donation in order that our staff might pursue their efforts to develop
"0OP and other chi'd assistance programs throughout the world?
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RElEMBER THE CHILDREN AND THEY WILL NEVER FORGET YOU.
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TADPIA
"An infant deprived of nutrition or stinulation
will never develop to full mental capacity.
There's no second chance,

Today 70% of the world's population

risks permanent damage."

- . Roger Lewis
e Psychology Today

MOTHER TERESA'S HOME IN DELHI

As the tami drove up the small lane to Mother Teresa's home in
0l1d Delhi I could hear children laughing and playing in the small playground
next to the orphanage. They were snacking on rolls which had been provided
free to the orphanage by an airline. A new visitor is always welcome, particularly
if the visitor comes with a camera, The children posed and came to curiously
examine us and our cameras., The Sisters came to welcome us and I renewed a friend-
ship with the orphanage Director, Sister Lourdes,

As we entered the small room which housed the children, I went immediately
to the area where the newborn babies were: in every orphanage throughout the world
one finds the tiny babies who are struggling for survival. The young Sister showed
me the children and told a story about each baby. Omne child lives on in my memory,

™ a beautiful newborn baby girl.
The Sister explained to me that
u//she had been brought to the
~~ orphanage by a street sweeper who
had found her earlier that day
abandoned on the street. The ;
\Sister smiled gently and said, #

'She will be alright now, we will

Jtake care of her.,'
Each child has his or her own
story: some are illegitimate, some
are abandoned because a family

yet another hungry child, some are
handicapped; but here in Mother's
home each child is given a chance
for life and an abundance of love.
As I stared down at the babies, 1
was reminded of one o
greatest poets,)Rabindranath Tagore,
saying that "Each child comes with
the message that God has not yet
tired of man,"

ecember issue of Time
Magazine, Mother Teresa was heralded
as a Saint living among men, I

cannot put food into the mouth of V/"

~

have had the privilege of spending

tevn Aawe sdith Mathar Taroacs Auirine




MOTHER TERESA'S HOME IN DELHI

As the tami drove up the small lane to Mother Teresa's home in
0ld Delhi I could hear children laughing and playing in the small playground
next to the orphanage, They were snacking on rolls which had been provided
free to the orphanage by an airline. A new visitor is always welcome, particularly
if the visitor comes with a camera., The children posed and came to curiously
examine us and our cameras, The Sisters came to welcome us and I renewed a friend-
ship with the orphanage Director, Sister Lourdes.

As we entered the small room which housed the children, I went immediately
to the area where the newborn babies were: in every orphanage throughout the world
one finds the tiny babies who are struggling for survival. The young Sister showed
me the children and told a story about each baby., One child lives on in my memory,

i ; a beautiful newborn baby girl,

The Sister explained to me that
she had been brought to the
orphanage by a street sweeper who
had found her earlier that day
abandoned on the street. The
‘A Sister smiled gently and said,
4''She will be alright now, we will
‘#yvJtake care of her.,"

Each child has his or her own
story: some are illegitimate, some
are abandoned because a family
cannot put food into the mouth of
yet another hungry child, some are
handicapped; but here in Mother's
home each child is given a chance

for life and an abundance of love.

’ lﬂ‘ As I stared down at the babies, I
was reminded of one of India's
greatest poets, Rabindranath Tagore,
saying that "Each child comes with
-—-— the message that God has not yet

tired of man,"

In the December issue of Time
Magazine, Mother Teresa was heralded
as a Saint living among men, I
have had the privilege of spending
}4 two days with Mother Teresa during
#9 oy trips to India and spending hours
4 touring Mother's homes. I have
~ listened to her speak in the
»~ ; gentlest of voices about (Ee cES!E-

# ren and their right to survive.
¥ Mother Teresa and her sisters do
“{ not turn children away. They need
5% help to continue to help the
4 children of India and throughout
2 the world,
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Ross Mead whom many of you will remember
rved—351ﬁﬁrzﬁﬁ;ican staff in Viet Nam for over
rteen months, has returned to volunteer his
vices in assisting our organization in re-esta-
ishing our overseas programs. We are thrilled to
7e Ross once again as a part of our overseas staff,
5 vast experiences and knowledge of child welfare
stitutions and programs is a much valued asset to
- organization, Ross has been joined by a volun-
't, Janet Tonnemacher, a student from California,
se photographic experience and talents are equal
noss's, as you will see from some of the photo-
phs in this newsletter. We would like to share
h you some of the information that Ross and Janet
~» gathered since their arrival in Seoul.

After only two months in Korea, on a
ctically non-existent budget (Janet donated the
2y for her own ticket and Ross and Janet both
- been using personal funds for expenses),
> and Janet have covered a lot of territory.
ughout the country they've introduced themselves
cxplained their purpose for being there, and they
: received a warm reception from the government
he Republic of Korea, from the Korean social
‘ices, the U,S. government representatives, as
as from other volunteer groups active there,
from orphanages and other institutions in the

try. But, as Ross recently wrote, 'Why not? Sy

o young, enthusiastic, willing to listen to the

5 of others more experienced than we as we share

own well-founded ideas with others ... (We've)
~ssed willingness and desire to design FCVUN's

rams to meet and fill Korea's clear cut needs, both
diate and future.,'" The conbination of our experience
e past and our flexibility for the present and

‘e make the prospects for a new FOP program in

2 very optimistic, The possibilities are very
iraging,

There is tremendous promise for the future of
‘epublic of Korea. The needs are now., Although

is on the threshold of a burgeoning economy,
-~ are areas in which exigencies are evidento
“Tpges inhabited by abandoned children do exist,
ney will continue to do so if the rate of abandon-
remains the same, Korea's government is initiating
‘ams to help curb this rate of abandonment, through
ional training to insure good jobs and day care

rs so that a family might stay together, and to
1ally reduce and eliminate the need for the

ence of orphanages. But for now, there are many
ren in need of someone to care about them.

ictures of Korea courtesy of Ross Meador and
Janet Tonnemacher.,
Janet--
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55 and some Korean children)
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Ross Meador, whom many of you will remember
ved on our American staff in Viet Nam for over
“teen months, has returned to volunteer his
vices in assisting our organization in re-esta-
-hing our overseas programs, We are thrilled to
2 Ross once again as a part of our overseas staff,
vast experiences and knowledge of child welfare
“itutions and programs is a much valued asset to
organization, Ross has been joined by a volun-
v, Janet Tonnemacher, a student from California,
~c photographic experience and talents are equal
"oss's, as you will see from some of the photo-
'hs in this newsletter. We would like to share
. you some of the information that Ross and Janet

gathered since their arrival in Seoul.

After only two months in Korea, on a
~tically non-existent budget (Janet donated the
-y for her own ticket and Ross and Janet both
been using personal funds for expenses),
and Janet have covered a lot of territory.
ighout the country they've introduced themselves
cxplained their purpose for being there, and they
received a warm reception from the government
e Republic of Korea, from the Korean social
ices, the U,S, government representatives, as
as from other volunteer groups active there,
from orphanages ard other institutions in the
‘ry. But, as Ross recently wrote, "Why not?
o young, enthusiastic, willing to listen to the
5 of others more experienced than we as we share
oun well-founded ideas with others ... (We've)
~ssed willingness and desire to design FCVUN's
rams to meet and fill Korea's clear cut needs, both
diate and future," The conbination of our experience
he past and our flexibility for the present and
‘e make the prospects for a new FOP program in
2 very optimistic, The possibilities arec very
raging,




One of the people that Ross and Janet met in
heir travels is Mr. Youn Taek Tahk, President of
he Social Welfare Society (SWS) of Korea.
-. Tzhk has been most responsive to FCVN's explor-
~ions in Korea and has been instrumental in their
arning about Korea's programs, Mr. Tahk's ex-
-nsive knowledge of Korea's social needs has been
nvaluable to Ross and Janet in their research for [
he part FCVN can play in furnishing some of them, k
- Tahks' encouragement has been boundless, and A
e look forward to working with him and his agency. :ﬁ” ‘

Mr, Tahk enthusiastically welcomes our plans
>r a Foster Orphantge Program in Korea, and when
e visited Cheryl Markson and Cherie Clark here
n Denver last month , he had many ideas for its
iplementation.

It is not certain how many orphans there are
n Korea, but well cver 400 homes for the aban-
'ned children have registered with the Korean _
’vernment in hopes of qualifying for the small
i Towance provided for the children no one else

'n afford to care for. But even some of this

I ras been cut off now, and many homes are left
;ig;gz:}pnds. FCUN's Foster Orphanage Progrzm can
ov genuine need for some of these homes., A

w that Ross and Janet have visited are described
2] l OWe

Amsa-Dong Aband>ned Babies' Home is directed by Mr, Tahk himself., He took Ross and Janet
> see it, and later, Ross wrote:

"As we toured Ansa-Dong, I saw that it was a lucky child who fOund his way to the care

Tahk... Entering the gate one sees the layout as being that of several small three-room
ottages', opening out onto a tree-shaded playground., Everything is immaculately clean and
e staff (about one for every 6 to 8 children) clearly have a sincere love for the children...
new cottage is being built to make room for the seemingly endless stream of children.Mr. Tahk
: constantly asked -o care for,"

Full-time medicial care is almost unheard of in Korean orphanages, but Amsa-Dong has just
cently begun to receive the medical services of a young French doctor. Having a doctor makes
1 the difference in the children's well-being, most of whom arrive at Amsa-Dong in very
or condition, A clinic is being established to care for the debilitated, premature newborn
fants and the olde- children who arrive at Amsa-Dong, but the clinic needs help to really
come established.

And with the gorernment's cutback of funds for such homes, it is even harder for Mr, Tahk

care for the children of Amsa-Dong. FCVN's Foster Orphanage Program could help to keep
. Tahk's excellent home and clinic operating and help to make the needed improvements,

ter visiting anothcr orphanage, Ross wrote:

"Once in a great while a children' home will defy all the odds and come out looking more
ke a summer camp ti:an a dungeon. Such a place is Han Kuk Orphanage. Located about 40 miles
om Seoul, it is ne:tled in a deep valley beside a small lake ... The location is so beautiful
at for extra incomec, instead of maintaining a small farm or livestock like most institutioms,
n Kuk caters to the tourist trade, offering refreshments to those who come out on the week-
ds to enjoy the scenic beauty,

"The facilities are excellent, but the real sparkle of the Han Kuk Orphanage is in the eyes

the children, He:lthy and alert, there is no sign of the listlessness and lack of stimula-
- tion so common in orphans. They
attend achool every day; their lives
are strong and healthy.
"The history of Han Kuk goes
back to before the Korean War, to
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Full-time medical care is almost unheard of in Korean orphanages, but Amsa-Dong has just
ccently begun to receive the medical services of a young French doctor. Having a doctor makes
11 the difference in the children's well-being, most of whom arrive at Amsa-Dong in very
oor condition, A clinic is being established to care for the debilitated, premature newborn
nfants and the olde - children who arrive at Amsa-Dong, but the clinic needs help to really
.come established.

And with the gorernment's cutback of funds for such homes, it is even harder for Mr, Tahk’
» care for the children of Amsa-Dong. FCVN's Foster Orphanage Program could help to keep
"« Tahk's excellent home and clinic operating and help to make the needed improvements,

‘ter visiting anothcr orphanage, Ross wrote:

"Once in a great while a children' home will defy all the odds and come out looking more
‘ke a summer camp tian a dungeon. Such a place is Han Kuk Orphanage. Located about 40 miles
om Seoul, it is ne:tled in a deep valley beside a small lake ... The location is so beautiful
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"The facilities are excellent, but the real sparkle of th Kuk Orphanage is in the eyes
° the children. He:lthy and alert, there is no sign of the leETEEEEEEE—EEE_T§§L of stimula~

- tion so common in orphans. They
attend school every day; their lives
are strong and healthy,

"The history of Han Kuk goes
back to before the Korean War, to
the days when Korea was unified.

Mrs, Hwang, a_wealthy philanthropist,
had been involved in charity work

for some time, When it became clear
to her what changes were godss—Tto
come with the new communift goverzxz
in the north, she chose to move south
along with thousands of otners, With
her she brought the orphans she had
been caring for,"

During and after the war, Mrs,
Hwang and her orphans moved several
times in and out of Seoul and its
environs, going wherever it was safe
at the time, Then after the war
Mrs, Hwang decided that downtown
Seoul was not the place for an orphans
home, 8o they finally settled in a
house that had long been owned by her
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600 GILPIN STREET
DENVER, COLORADO 80218

Dear friends of Amerasians,

Because of your interest in the half-American children left behind in Korea, Vietnam,
Laos, and Cambodia, I wanted to write this letter and inform you of the latest dev-
lopments regarding H. R. 808, the “Amerasian” Bill.

Progress has beén made in Wasiinton -- but is very slow in caming. Congresspeople

are aware of the plightt of the children and mothers who are abandoned by their Amer-
ican Pasthers and friends and whe are then forced to live with constomt scorz, riadi-
cule and isolation because of their mixed heritage and alliance with foreign men.

The story is an old one, familiar to every nmation which has asen the ravages of war
and endured the occupation of foreign troops but the story takes on a special perspect-
ive when it deals with Asian-American children and families living in a homgeneona,
Conrucian society which has stressed racial purity for 2,000 yea.rs.

The children are not recognized by the United States govermment as children of U. S.
citizens; therefore, they cannot come to their fathers' land except for adoption (for
those under the age of fourteen) or a temporary student visa.

There are three ways which you can be of help:

1.  Please write to your Congresspeople! Make them aware of H. R. 808 and
your support of the bill. Encourage them to sponsor the bill! (Rep. Pat
Schroed;r is a sponsor in the House but we have no Colorado sponsor in the
Senate.

2. Fr. Alfred Keane, (a Maryknoll priest who has worked with the Amerasiidns
for ten years) has personally lobbied in Washington, B.C. for seyeral years
for the benefit of the Korean Amerasians. Last month his phone bill was

2,400 and his postage was $150.00 per week. Would you consider sending
5.00 par morth to support him with his efforis? Your ccztribution made
payable to FCVN is tax-deductible.

3. Would you or a friend consider sponsoring a student, age fourteen or older,
in the Baited States for educational purpoasss? You would be required to
get visa approval, have medical insurance which would cover the student
while living in your home, and you would be responsible for airfare,
room, board, and school expenses,: : W& e several students awaiting the
opportunity to attend an American high sehiool or college. (Remember! These
people consider themselves Americans because of paternal lineage.) The
students are highly motivated and would be hand-picked by Fr. Keane.

Thank you for your attention thus far., May I encourage you again to write your

Congresspecple and consider a donation on a monthly basis for the efforts of Father
Keane and his efforts on the Amerasian bill.

a non-profit, non-affiliated assistance corporation and licensed child placement agency

*FRIENDS OF CHILDREN OF VIET NAM, INC.






The children of American servicemen and Korean mothers are often
labeled tiki (half-breed) or ayeenoko (person in-between who belongs
to no one). Left in South Korea by their fathers, they are in a
cultural limbo: Their mothers’ people do not want them and their
fathers’ people will not have them. An American priest leads the
struggle to bring them home to the U.S. By Theresa Rebeck

Chidren of Loneliness:
The Korean Amerasiang

llIn K .

orea, on Christmas
Eve 1970, at 10:30 at night, 30 of these kids walked through
the gates of my parish and said, ‘Help!” How can you say
No?”

Father Alfred Keane, a Maryknoll missionary from Bos-
ton, Massachusetts, begins to tell his story—and the story
of the Korean Amerasian children—simply, but he is no
simple man, and it is no simple story. He tells this story on
the run, as he scrambles through the Cincinnati airport,
trying to find luggage, arrange for a flight to Boston, wolf
down a hasty lunch. Much of his life is spent in airports
these days. He sprints from city to city, giving newspaper
interviews, appearing on radio and TV talk shows, speak-
ing to small groups of people who gather to hear his story.
He lives like this because of this story, and because of
those children.

The story is an old one, familiar to every nation which
has seen the ravages of war on its own soil and endured the
occupation of foreign troops. It is the story of the foreign
soldier, far from his home and family, who forms an “al-
liance” with one of the local women to fill in the hours of
his free time, hours made long with loneliness and tedium.
They set up house; perhaps they marry. But regardless of
whether or not a marriage ceremony is part of the story, the
ending is rarely a happy one: The soldier is called home.
He leaves, telling his “wife”” he will send for her soon. She
never hears from him again—and neither do his children.

There is a twist to Father Keane's version of this well-
known story. His version begins in South Korea, where he
has spent the past 22 years of his life. The foreign soldiers
who occupy this land are not conquering invaders, but
American troops. And the deserted children are those 30
who appeared at his parish gates 10 years ago, plus about
8,000 others. They are the Korean Amerasian children,
children with American features and Oriental eyes, the
fruit of the union of the East and the West.

The Korean Amerasians

These children, *he children of
- American servicemen and Korean wives or mistresses, are
caught in a cultural limbo because of their mixed heritage.
They are not recognized by the United States government
as children of U.S. citizens, so they can come to their

fathers’ land rarely, only with an adoption visa or tempo-
rary student visa. Although they live in Korea and have
been granted Korean citizenship by the government, they
are rejected by Korean society: They are tormented by their
peers when they are young, denied admission to the better
colleges when older, and unable to make a respectable
marriage or get a decent job. Out of desperation, many
finally turn to crime and prostitution. All of this stems
from the fact of their missing father and mixed race.

“Korea is an ancient land,” Father Keane says. “It’s
5,000 years old, and during the history of Korea, that coun-
try has been conquered and reconquered. And the goal of
all those conquering nations was to subjugate the Korean
people and eventually absorb them into their own popula-
tion.

“But the Korean people have resisted that, and even
though they look at their history and see that they’ve been
under somebody else’s foot for a good part of it, they know
that they have been successful in maintaining their unity
and identity as a pure race of people, pure Korean people.
They're very proud of that, and with good historical rea-
sons. But this boast itself creates a problem for the Amer-
asians because here is a child who is obviously not of that
pure Korean race, and not the child of an enemy, but the
child of an ally. The Koreans don’t know how to cope with
this situation.”

The problem of their mixed heritage is compounded by
the fact that these children have been deserted by their
fathers. Father Keane explains that Confucianism is the
predominant philosophical influence on the people of
Korea, and “the whole idea behind this teaching is that if a
person carries out his duties and fulfills all his respon-
sibilities, and is true to his basic loyalties, then everyone is
taken care of and no one is a burden to anybody else. Duty
of young to old, ruler to subject, teacher to pupil, husband
to wife, son-in-law to mother-in-law. . . . You wouldn't
believe how rigidly spelled out this is.

“Listed among the duties is the duty of the father alone
to give the child his name, his roots, his identity, all of
which is recorded on a document called the family record.
When you want to know who a Korean person is, you want
to know his or her clan, where that person came from. All
these things added up together constitute who this person
is. And this is determined on the father’s side.

“In the eyes of the Oriental, the children belong to the






Article by David DeVoss

very working day just before
sunrise, Lee Sung-gu leaves
his shack in a working-class
section of Seoul, South
Korea, and trudges downhill to his
job, passing huts edged with barbed
wire, clay pots full of the fermenting
cabbage mixture called kimchi, and
scabrous curs still whimpering at
the moon. He meets neighbors, also
on their way down the hill, but none
of them acknowledge his presence.
Neither is he greeted by any of his
fellow commuters at the bus stop.

Lee waits for his bus in the icy si-
lence. In the distance, downtown
Seoul is emerging slowly from the
predawn gloom, but the approach of
a new day brings no promise of a
brighter day for Lee. He is an
Amerasian, the son of a Korean
mother and an American father. That
alone makes him a cipher, a pariah,
beneath notice. He is only matter-
of-fact when he says, “I can truth-
fully say that I've never had a Ko-
rean friend.”

Few societies would fail to value
a presentable young man like Lee.
His bearing is erect, his manner
precise. He is a devout Presbyterian

and a devoted. son. He perform
well at his modest job as a vegetable
chef in one of Seoul’s most exclu-
sive private clubs. And yet, the vis-
ible fact of his parentage condemns:
him to contempt or invisibility.?
When they speak to him at all, his
co-workers use a form of address_
reserved for menials and children.
Korean women of every class and:
profession avoid him. Only by
agreeing to a marriage arranged by
his church has he managed to avoid
a life of celibacy.

A quarter of a century of scorn,
ridicule, isolation, has made Lee
skeptical about human contact.







Amerasian Student Sponsorship

FCUM | |

600 GILPIN STREET
DENVER, COLORADO 80218

Dear Friends:

Thank you for your inquiry concerning sponsoring an Amerasian child on a student

visa. Children needing student visa sponsorship are aged: fourteen and older. The
children .are of Korean/Caucasian or Korean/Black racial origin. These chiloren usually
have a Korean mother and an unknown American father.

The paperwork necessary to initiate a student visa consists of: 1. a Form 1-20A
Certificate of Eligibility and 2. a Form I-134 Affidavit of Support. Both these forms
can be obtained from your nearest regional office of the United States Immigration and
Naturalization Service (INS). You must be willing to support the child for the period
that he/she is in the United States for education. The affidavit of support will
acknowledge your abilityto do so v the United States government. The INS Form I-20
Certificate of Eligibility should also include a statement from the child's proposed
school or school district that ESL (English as a Second Language) or tutoring is
available to the child once he/she is enrolled and that a proficiency in the English
language is not a pre-requisite for attendance at the school. There should also be

an indication in the letter that the reporting date for the child's school is not
absolute - i.e., that he/she may report upon arrival or at the beginning of the next
quarter or semester (in the case of university-aged children).

The air fare is your responsibility; there are special rates available and there is a
volunteer organization willing to assist in making travel plans for the child's trip
to this country. They can arrange for the cheapest air fare available.

Amerasian children currently available are living in Korea at St. Vincent's Home for
Amerasian Children in the care of Father Al Keane, a Maryknoll priest who has worked
in Korea for the past thirty years. He and some of his staff are working to give
the children some rudimentary English but you should assume that these children will
require English instruction upon their arrival in this country.

Fr. Keane is also working on obtaining scholarships for the university-aged children.
We will have to place this aged child where scholarships are available, unless you
(the sponsoring family) are in a position to assist with education expenses. This
could be done in one of two ways: you may have the funds to finance the child's
education, or you might be able to arrange with a local college or university to
grant the child a scholarship. This would require some research on your part.

»
Fr. Keane will execute a letter granting guardianship to the sponsoring family in
order that the child can be included in your insurance coverage and so that you will
be able to authorize medical treatment for the child if necessary.

Once you have completed the INS forms (I-20A and I1-i34) they will be forwarded to
Father Keane's staff in Korea along with a letter outlining the age and type of
Amerasian child you would feel qualified to spomsor. Then Fr. Keane's staff will
fill in the. information regarding the child after contacting you directly.

Our agency is acting as a referral agency in these student visa cases. We will

a non-profit, non-affiliated assistance corporation and licensed child placement agency

*FRIENDS QF 'CHILDREN' OF NIET "NAM, = TNC,








