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TRANSLATION 

May 28, 1976 

Dear Mr. President: 

Following our conversation yesterday evening I 

undertook the soundings which we discussed. I won't know 

the result for a short time. I hope, however, to be in a position 

to answer you tomorrow evening. 

Please be assured of my highest and warmest regards. 

/s/ Valery Giacard d'Estaing 
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MEMORANDUM !'HE PRES I DENT HAS SEEN .... 6725 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

THE PRESIDENT 

BRENT SCOWCROFT 

INFORMATION 
January 7, 1977 

Letter from French President 
Giscard d 1Estaing on New Economic Summit 

President Valery Giscard d 1Estaing has written (Tab A) on the subject 
of his proposal for another economic summit of the industrialized 
democracies. He writes that the meeting, which he called for 
publicly on the occasion of his talks with Prime Minister Andreotti 
in December, would be of value, taking into account: 

the fact that economic recovery and the more favorable 
growth for 1977 anticipated at the time of the Puerto Rican summit 
has not been as sustained as earlier hoped for; 

the new meeting would permit consideration of joint actions 
that might be taken in light of current, less favorable developments; 
and 

it would permit an exchange of views on the prospects for 
the Conference on International Economic Cooperation (CIEC). 

President Giscard d 1Estaing informs you that he has also proposed the 
meeting to President-elect Carter. In closing, the French President 
expresses his personal appreciation for the contribution you have 
made to improve US-French relations. 

In his proposal to the President-elect, Giscard d 1Estaing suggested 
"the first part of the second quarter of 1977" as a good time for such 
a meeting, to be held in Europe. President-elect Carter has publicly 
endorsed the idea of a new economic summit. In his response, through 
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State channels, to Giscard d 1Estaing, he suggested that perhaps 11the end 
of the second quarter of 1977 11 to be a better time for the meeting, stressing 
his desire to have adequate preparations, noting that he would be giving 
his early attention to the U.S. and international economic situation upon 
taking office and suggesting that arrangements should be made for experts 
of the countries involved to consider preparatory meetings for the summit. 

This memorandum is for your information. I will staff separately 
messages to selected Heads of State including Giscard, which will 
present an opportunity to acknowledge his words of support as you leave 
office. No action is required at this time. 

C 6IU'lBEil'FM:I-r-
GDS- c 
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Text of Message 

Paris, December 20, 1976 

Mr. President, 

Some months ago, you took the initiative of proposing to the Chiefs of 
State and Heads of Government of the principal industrialized countries 
that they meet in Puerto Rico to consider together the evolution of our 
respective economies and related global problems. That examination 
permitted us to record an appreciable improvement in the situation and 
offered prospects for more favorable growth in 1977. 

Since that meeting, the economic situation has experienced rather pro
found changes. The recovery movement has not been as sustained as 
earlier hoped for. 

These factors led me to state publicly at Pisa, after my conversations 
with the President of the Italian Council of Ministers, that a new meeting 
of the principal western leaders would be opportune. Such a meeting would 
permit consideration of joint actions called for by the new situation and 
an exchange of views on the unfolding of the Conference on International 
Economic Cooperation. 

Knowing the interest that you brought to the meetings at Rambouillet and 
Puerto Rico, and the part that you took in the positive course of these 
discussions, I wanted to share these thoughts with you and to let you know 
that, taking into account the time frame in which a new meeting would take 
place, that I had submitted this proposal to President-elect Carter. 

Before concluding this letter, I wish to say, Mr. President, how much I 
appreciate the personal contribution you have made to the favorable 
evolution of relations between France and your country, understanding that 
the best dialogue is that which-respects the sovereignty of each partner, 
and that which strives for frankness in the expression of points of view. 

With my best wishes and very best personal memories, 

V. Giscard d1 Estaing 
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Paris, le 20 decembre 1976 

Monsieur le President, 

Il y a quelques mois, vous avez pris 
l'initiative de proposer aux chefs d'Etat et de 
Gouvernement des principaux pays industrialises de 
se reunir a Porto-Rico afin d'examiner ensemble 
l'evolution de la conjoncture mondiale et de nos 
propres economies. Cet examen avait permis de 
constater une amelioration sensible de la situation, 
et des perspectives de croissance plus favorables 
pour 1977. 

Depuis cette reunion, la situation economique 
a connu d'assez profondes modifications. Le mouvement 
de reprise n'a pas ete aussi soutenu qu'il etait alors 
escompte. 

Ces elements m'ont conduit a exprimer 
publiquement a Pise, apres mes entretiens avec le 
President du Conseil italien, mon sentiment qu'une 
nouvelle rencontre des principaux responsables occi
dentaux serait opportune. Une telle rencontre permet
trait d'examiner les actions communes qu'appelle 
la nouvelle situation et d'echanger nos vues sur le 
deroulement de la Conference sur la Cooperation 
economique internationale. 

Connaissant l'interet que vous avez porte 
aux reunions de Rambouillet et de Porto-Rico, et la 
part que vous avez prise dans le bon deroulement 
de ces entretiens, j'ai tenu a vous faire part de 
ces reflexions, et a vous faire savoir que, compte 
tenu de l'epoque a laquelle une nouvelle reunion 
pourrait se situer, j'en saisissais M. CARTER, 
President elu. 

Monsieur Gerald FORD 
President des Etats-Unis 
d'Amerique 
Maison Blanche 
WASHINGTON I . .. 



Avant de conclure cette lettre, je souhaite 
vous dire, Monsieur le President combien j'apprecie 
la contribution personnelle que vous avez apportee 
A !'evolution favorable des relations entre la France 
et votre pays, en comprenant que le meilleur dialogue 
est celui qui respecte la souverainete de chaque 
partenaire, et qui recherche la franchise dans 
!'expression des points de vue. 

les 

·~ .... --



Monsieur Gerald FORD 

President des Etats-Unis d'Amerique 

Maison Blanche 

WASHINGTON 
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M;EMORANDUM ~~~ )7 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 6725 

ACTION 
January 6, 1977 

MEMORANDUM FOR BRENT SCOWCROFT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Mr. Clift~ 
Giscard d 1Estaing 1 s Letter to 
President on Economic Summit 

The information memorandum for your signature to the President at 
Tab I would forward French President Giscard d 1Estaing1 s letter of 
December 20, together with the translation prepared by me. Your 
memorandum summarizes the contents of the French President's 
letter and provides the President with a brief status report on the 
exchange between Giscard and President-elect Carter on this issue. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memorandum for the President at Tab L 

~
GDS. 

~ :7b /()J.f 



MEMORANDUM 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

THE PRESIDENT 

BRENT SCOWCROFT 

6725 

INFORMATION 
January 7, 1977 

Letter from French President 
Giscard d'Estaing on New Economic Summit 

President Valery Giscard d'Estaing has written (Tab A) on the subject 
of his proposal for another economic summit of the industrialized 
democracies. He writes that the meeting, which he called for 
publicly on the occasion of his talks with Prime Minister Andreotti 
in December, would be of value, taking into account: 

the fact that economic recovery and the more favorable 
growth for 1977 anticipated at the time of the Puerto Rican summit 
has not been as sustained as earlier hoped for; 

the new meeting would permit consideration of joint actions 
that might be taken in light of current, less favorable developments; 
and 

it would permit an exchange of views on the prospects for 
the Conference on International Economic Cooperation {CIEC). 

President Giscard d'Estaing informs you that he has also proposed the 
meeting to President-elect Carter. In closing, the French President 
expresses his personal appreciation for the contribution you have 
made to improve US-French relations. 

In his proposal to the President-elect, Giscard d 'Estaing suggested 
"the first part of the second quarter of 1977" as a good time for such 
a meeting, to be held in Europe. President-elect Carter has publicly 
endorsed the idea of a new economic summit. In his response, through 

eeNl.i"IDEH TJ:Ac:b~
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State channels, to Giscard d 1Estaing, he suggested that perhaps "the end 
of the second quarter of 1977 11 to be a better time for the meeting, stressing 
his desire to have adequate preparations, noting that he would be giving 
his early attention to the U.S. and international economic situation upon 
taking office and suggesting that arrangements should be made for experts 
of the countries involved to consider preparatory meetings for the summit. 

This memorandum is for your information. I will staff separately 
messages to selected Heads of State including Giscard, which will 
present an opportunity to acknowledge his words of support as you leave 
office. No action is required at this time. 

GONF!DENTTA-!:7 
GDS. 



MEMORANDUM . 
THE WHITE HOUSE 6725 

WASHINGTON 

cgy~~ 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: Brent Scowcr~ft 

SUBJECT: Letter from French Pres· 
d 1Estaing on New Econ~c Summit 

,/ / 

President Valery Giscard d 1Estaing has written (Tab A) on the subject 
of his proposal for another economic summit of the industrialized 
democracies. He writes that the meeting) which he called for publicly 
on the occasion of his talks with Prime Mlnister Andreotti in December, 
-would be o£value-:- ta:king-Tnt~-accC>~t: 

I. 

--the fact that economic recovery and the more favorable growth 
for 1977 anticipated at the time of th Puerto Rican summit has not been 
as sustained as earlier hoped for; 

•• the new meeting would p 
might be taken in light of curr 

mit consideration of joint actions that 
, less favorable developments; and 

-- it would permit an e hange of views on the prospects for the 
Conference on Internationa Economic Cooperation (CIEC). 

President Giscard d1E aing informs you that he has also proposed the 
meeting to President7elect Carter. In closing, the French President 
expresses his perso al appreciation for the contribution you have made 
to improve US-Fr ch relations. 

In his proposal o the President•elect, Giscard d1Estaing suggested "the 
first part oft e second quarter of 197711 as a good time for such a 
meeting, to e held in Europe. President-elect Carter has publicly 
endorsed t e idea of a new economic summit. In his response, through 
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State channels, to Giscard d 1Estaing, he suggested that perhaps 11the end 
of the second quarter of 1977 11 to be a better time for the meeting, stressing 
his desire to have adequate preparations, noting that he would be giving 
his early attention to the U.S. and international economic situation upon 
taking office and suggesting that arrangements should be made for experts 
of the countries involved to consider preparatory meetings for the summit • . bl~ This memorandum is for your information. I will staff separately 

vfoY ~ messages to selected Heads of State including Giscard, which will 
\.~~p-\: present an opportunity to acknowledge his words of support as you leave 
:{P'- office. No action is required at this time. 

"eE»lFIPEPl'l'iA L 
GDS-



~IiFIDENTIA~ 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE PRESIDENT 

BRENT SCOWCROFT 

6725 - Tab I retyped 

Gen S:wgh:6 Jan 77 l ~ • · 
INFORMATION 

Letter from French President 
Oiscard d'Estaing on New Economic Summit 

President Valery Oiscard d'Estaing has written (Tab A) on the subject 
of his proposal for another economic summit of the industrialized 
democracies. He writes that the meeting, which he called for 
publicly on the occasion of his talks_ with Prime Minister Andreotti 
in December, would be of value, taking into account: 

·.. the fact that economic recovery and the more favorable 
growth for 1977 anticipated at the time of the Puerto Rican summit 
has not been as sustained as earlier hoped for; 

the new meeting would permit consideration of joint actions 
that might be taken in light of current, less favorable developments; 
and 

it would permit an exchange of views on the prospects for 
the Conference on International Economic Cooperation (CIEC). 

President Oiscard d'Eataing informs you that he has also proposed the 
meeting to President-elect Carter. In closing, the French Preeident 
expresses his personal appreciation for the contribution you have 
made to improve US-French relations. 

In his proposal to the President-elect, Oiscard d'Estaing suggested 
"the first part of the second quarter o£1977" as a good time for such 
a meeting, to be held in Europe. President-elect Carter has publicly 
endorsed the idea ot a new economic awnmit. In his response, through 
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