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L, SHUULD TIME PERMIT, IT wUULUL :h USERUL FCR ME TO SEX FRESIDENT %'
LAUGERUD TO INFURM HMIM UF THE STURY JUST BEFORE IT I8 PUBLISMED, 4
~ SELIEVE HE wOULD APPRECIATE THE INFURNATIUN TUGETHER WITH A 3"
STATEMENT OF THE PUSITION QF ThE UeS. GUVERNMENT, THE NET KEw £
SULT CF SUCH AR ACTIUN WOQULD bE AELPFUL TU OUR UVERALL RKELATIONS, §«
2, GIVENM THE PASY RISTOGRY OF UNITED FRUIT IN GUA!UUu'A; THERE I 4
LIXELY 7O Bk A CRRTALN AMQUNT OF PUBLIC COMMOTIUN WHEN THE STORY o
SrEAKS AHICH CUULD 1N LUJ: SUME UNIVERSITY STUDENT G‘THTIGN AND L
WOULU CERTAINLY He KEFLECTED IN CUTCRLES FRUN THE CUNGRESSIONAL 3
SPPUSITICN WHO CUULD BE EXPECTEV TO CALL FUK AN INVESTIGATIUN OF :
FJ83ibLz SIMILAR ALTIVITY HERL, THE UHANCES #OR AN EVENTUAL %
SUATEMALAN TAX UN SANANAS wWilL ALSU BL SIGNIFICANTLY INUREASED, ¥

; i b2
3, THERE I8 NO LI KELIHGOD IN MY JUDGMENT OF PHYSICAL DANGER Z
TQ UeSs EMPLUYEES OF DELMMONTE, THE ONLY WS, FRUIT CUMPANY ' i
S0ING EUBLNzSS HERE, TR TO EMPLOYEES UF OTHER U.S, COXKPCRATIONS 5
IN GUATZMALA, FULLUWING THE RELEASE OF THE bfuﬁy. i :
HELAY

b 15 /2000,
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SURIECT: BELIZE DISPUTE: VIEWS OF VICE=PRESIDENT; PROBLENS OF
THE PRESIDENT

IN CONVERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR DECEMBER 8, PRESIDENT
i;uégaﬁg égsF§;§ES PRESS REPORTS THAT VICE PRESIDENT MARIG
SANDAVAL HAD REPORTED TO A CABINET MEETING DECEMBER 5 ON HIS
WIDE=RANGING TRAVELS AND HAD PROPOSED THAT GUATEMALA WITHDRAM
FoRm THE UNITED NATIONS, LAUGERUD SAID THAT SaMDOVAL HAD ALSOQ
SUGGESTED THAT GUATEMALA MIGHT CUT OFF ALL TRADE WITH
BRITAIN AND SEIZE ALL PROPERTY BELONGING TO BRITISH NATIONALS,
Tu THE AMBASSADOR'S COMMENT THAT THIS SOUNDED LIKE IDI AMIN,
LAUGERUD AGREED, STATING THAT GUATEMALA WAS A RESPONSIPLE
NOTED THAT [SRAEL HAD SUFFERED FAR MORE TnAN GUATEMALA AT

THE HANDS OF THE UNGA BUT HAD NOT WITHDRAEN; THERE WAS MUCH
LESS REASON FOR GUATEMALA TO DO S0,

2 AUGERUD EXPRESSED DISCOMFORT AT SANDOVAL'S RETURN
$5 EU:TEMALA AND IMTIMATED THAT BY SUCH MEASURES 4S8 THE
LEAK OF THE CABINET DIScUSSIONS TO THe PRESS SANDOVAL
WAS ALREADY TRYING TO CaPITALIZE SQGZ?ngiLéigpizggLEM
WMESTIr POLITICAL PURPOSES, ES E "FERRER ;
igg"E;AéYI EﬂCAt NE%SMAN WHO HAD PRUPOSEQ A MARCH ON BelLIZF
(A LA SPANISH SAHARA) ON HIS RADIO TALK_anw emo e
TO PR PARTY'S TaAKING UP OF THE IDEA IN RINGING SPEECHES

IN CONGRESS, NONF OF THESE ORATORS WOULD EVER GET PAST 2\
e e,
< =8
DECLASSIFIED \\i? 7
E0. 12958, SE0.38 o
TE DEPT, GUID
m%sm , NARA, DATE 1L/15 /200
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E RELIZE 3RIDGE ON THE pUTSKIRTS OF GUATEMALA ‘
E?TY?L%iE FRESIDENT SalD, BUT "THESE PEGQPLE CAN'AEL 9&
USEp FOR POLITICAL PURPUSES AND AGAINSTME," (COMMENTS
LA NACION DECEMBER & GUOTED SANDOVAL As SAYING, "IF
SHEL DOESNIT GO (TO ADDRESS UN ON BELIZE) I wILL GO,"
THERE IS NO DANGER OF SANDOVAL'S GOING, BUT IT'S AN
EXAMPLE OFWHAT THE PRESIDENT HAD IN MIND,)

3, AMBASSADOR SAID HE THOUGHT RECENT STATEMENT FROM
PRESIDENTIAL PRESS OFFICE THAT ANYONE OPPOSING .
GUTEMALA'S CALIM TO BELIZE I8 A TRAITCR HAD NOT HELPED
| CALM CLIMATE UR DEPOLITICIZE ISSUE. PRESIDENT SAID Hg
| HaAD REEN FORCED TO HAVE THaT STATEMENT ISSUED BACAUSE ;
A GUATEMALAN LUNIVERSITY STUDENT LEADER HAD SAID_TﬂAT IF
BELIZE BACAME PART OF GUaTEMALA IT WOULD UQLY BECOEM A
COLONY OF AMERICAN IMPERIALISM, LIKE GUATEMALA, IF IT
REMAINEND A4S IT I8, IT wWOulLD BRE COLONY QF_BQITISH
IMPERTALTISM, THEREFORE OxLY CHANCE FOR BELIZE WAS TO
AECOME INDEFENNRENT, GUATEMALA La¥, PRESIDENT SAID,
NEFINES STATEMENTS OF THAT KIND A8 mEASON AND THERE
Hah BEEN GROUPS WATCHWING TOSEE IF LAUGERQD WOULD
POINT THAT OUT AND IFNOT TO ATTACK HWIN PUBLICLY,

4, AMBASSADOR SAID THERE WERE ASLO GROUPS IN GUATEMALA
THAT APE PREPARED TO AACCEPT A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT OF
THE nISPUTE RESULTING IN LESS THAN TOTAL RECLPERATION
OF BELIZE AND READY TO SUPPORT PRESIDENT'S EFFORTS TO
THAT END, BUT PUBLIC OPINION MUST BE EDUCATED AND
RALLTED IN SUPPORT OF PRESIDENT'S POLICY, LAUGERUD
REPEATED THAT GOG'S PUBLIC STATEMENTS HAD TO TAKE INTO
ACCOUNT THE EXTRFMISTSa AT THE TIME A SETTLEMENT I8 REACHED,
W{ WILL BE ACCUSED OF SELLING OUT AND DISHEMBERING

THE NATIONAL TERRITORY, BUT I WILL HAVE TO FACE THAT
WHEN THE TIME rOMES,®

MELOY

- NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT ‘THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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SURJECT: SECRETARY'S CONVERSATION WITH PRESIDENT ON
GUATEMALAN SHIPPING DISCRIMINATION

T -1 1 ; MycRe i 4

. FOLLOWING IS UNCLEARED MEMORANDLM OF CO«VaRuATIth FEB, 24,
éiTiEim PRESIDENT LAUGERUD AND SECRETARY KISSINGER ON SUBJECT
OF DELTA/FLOMERCAR

2. AT THE CONCLUSION OF PRIVATE CONVERSATION BETWEEN PRESIDENT

LAUGERLD AND SECRETARY THEY WERE JOINED BY ASSISTANT

SECRFTARY ROGERS AND AMBASSADOR MELOY, SEQRET@RY TDLD

AS3ISTANT SECRETARY AND AMBASSADOR THAT THE PR§§IDENT

HAD HATSED ®ITH HIW THE QUESTION GF DﬁLTé/FLOM&RCA._ THg

AMBASSADOR BRIEFLY REVIEWED THE BACKGROUND OF ThE PROBLEM

AND SAID THAT IN THE LIGHT OF EARTHGUAKEWDISASfER IN

GUATEMALS AND RESULTANT NDISRUPTICN OF NORMAL GOVERNHENT

ACTIVITIES, THE FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION AND THE SPECIAL

TRADE REPRESENTATIVE, BQTH OF ¥H0?0:¢DAF§¥ngEEI§TING

Gl EMALAN LEGISLATION DISCRIMINA P AbA e _

S;?;P?Nt INTERESTS, HAD ROTH POSTPONED PLANS TO INVOKE COUNTER=

VAILING MEASURES FOR AN INDEFINITE PERIOD YITH THE PRDVESO THAT

THE SITUATIUN WOULD BE KEFT UNDER SURVE;LLANCE AND RQVI;N.

AMSASSADOR NOTED THAT GOG HAD BEEN INFORMED IN wRITING OF

TAESE USG DECISIONS, AMBASSADOR WENT ON TO EXPLAIN, HOWEVER,

THAT DECISION TO DEFER ACTION BY #0TH FMC AND STR WAS A TEMPORARY
CONFIDENTIAL

b v )15 f2000 \ o
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: e, SEDY Al S00NER RATHER THAN

ONE NUE TO THE EARTHAUAKE TRAGEDY AND THAT SOOMNER RATAHE

LATER GOG YOULD WAVE TO TAKE CORRECTIVE ACTION wITH RESPECT TO
THE DISCRIMINATORY SHIPPING REGIME OF GUATEMALA IF IT WERE TO

AYOID USG EGUALIZATION MEASURES,

3, PRESIDENT LAUGERUD RESPONDED THAT THE GOG WOULD HAVE TO

ASK THizguATEmALAN CONGRESS TO CHANGE THE La. AND IT WOQLD BE
INPOSSIALE TO DO THIS IF IT APPEARED THE GOG WEEE‘ACT{Nb s
UNDER U.S., PRESSURE, THE RESULT WOULD BE A STﬁQN? ANTIwAMERICAN
REACTION AND THE CONGRESS WOULD REFUSE T0 CDOPtNAfEQ THE
PRESIDENT SAID HE WAS UNDER THE IMPKESS;UN.THAT IF fLOhEﬁQA AND
BELTA COULD REACH AN AGREEMENT, WHICH HE THOUGHT WAS IMMlﬁENT
1F NOT ALREADY ACHIEVED, THIS WOULD SETTLE THE MATT?R. _Th;
AMRASSADOR REPLIED THAT THIS wAS NOT S0, AN AGHE&N;NT BETWEEN
FLOMERCA AND DELTA wOULD NOT CHANGE THE FACT THAT ThE_FMC AND
THE STR HAD FOUND GUATEMALAN LEGISLATION DISCRIMINATORY

IN GENERAL AGAINST U.S5. SHIPPING LINES AND NDT ONLY AGAINST
DELTA, THEREFORE, THE PROBLEM REMAINED, ;

HE AMBASSADOR REITERATED THAT THERE WAS NO IMMEDIATE
géeghgn: ?HE éos TO TAKE ACTION IN VIEW OF THE CURRENT CRISIS
SITUATION, BUT THAT NONETKELESS IT WAS A PRUBLEM THAT WOULD
HAVE TO BE FACED BY THE GOG IN THE RELATIVELY NEAR FUTURE,
AND THAT THE DECISION AS TO HOW THE GOG WISHED TO PROCEED,
WHETHER THROUGH PROPOSED LEGISLATION TO THE CONGRESS OR SOME
OTHER MEANS, WAS ENTIRELY UP TO TrnE GUG.

RESIDENT AGAIN EMPHASIZED THAT IT WoULD BRE IMPOSSISLE
gaQT:gEPGSGIQE TA:EAACTION IF 1T APPEARED IT WERE RESPONDING TO
136 PRESSURE, THE AMBASSADOR REPLIED THERE WAS NO INTENTION

TO EMBARRASS THE GOG AND EVERY EFFORT WAS BEING MADE TO

PREVENT THE DECISIONS OF THE FMC AND STR FROM BECOMING

PUBLIC. HOWEVER, RESPONSIBILITY FOR ACTION REMAINED

WITH THE GOG.

MELOY

 NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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gi§§‘°Tz R&ATEHALAN ;RESiDENTS REQUEST TO SECRETARY FOR HELICOPTERS

1, DURING HIS MEETING WITH SECRETARY KISSINGER fsqgﬁaav 24,
GUATEMALAN PRESIDENT LAUBERUD HANDED hIM A MEMORANDUM,
égAgINGLAS FULLqu IN TTS ENTIRETY (TRANSLATED FROM SPANISH)?

B WGUATEMALA, FEBRUARY 24, 1076
Z | GRANT ALD
'\ wrp: SECRETARY HENRY KISSINGER

FR0OM3 PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC

SUBJECT: 2UH=1H
4 T=53L138 TUPBINES
4 ROTOR BLADES
SPARE PARTS IN GENERAL"

QESTNENT EXPLAINED THAT ALL OF GUATEMALA'S SIX
iéchégiggsiaaE PRESENTLY GROUNDED FOR MAINTENANCE AND
REPAIRS, HELICOPTER SUPPOKT WAS ABSOLUELY ESSENTIAL TO
THE RELIEF AND RECONSTRUCTION EFFORT AND GUATEMALA
NEEDED NOT ONLY THE SPARE PARTS NECESSARY TO GET ITS
PRESENT FLEET FLYING AGAIN, BUT ALSO AT LEAST TwD NEW
HELICGPTERS TG EXPAND THE AIR FORCE'S COMMUNICATIONS AND
DELIVERY CAPAGILITY,

LONFIENTIAL
: ' by "]IS/’Lcco
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ETA? 0 RSE AMBASSADOR WouULD BE
., SECRETARY SAID ThAT OF COURSE g“&A;SAOq ‘
ggiLq:IiG UP ON.THE PRESTIDENT'S REQUEST, 8UT IN ADOITION
DEEAéf“&HT WOULD BE IN TOUCH WITH DOD On THIS MATTER
PROMPTLY .
MELOY

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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RESINENT LAUGERUD'S REGUEST TU SECRETARY FOR

REFs GUATEMALA 1114

, JURTNG SECRETARY'S MEETING WITH PRESIDENT LAUGERUD
ééﬁggg;g 24, PRESIDENT ASKED FOR A COPY OF THE REPORT OF THE
US GEQLOGICAL SURVEY TEAM THAT IS TpDYIN@ THE GuATE@AHAﬂ :
EARTHGUAKE, AMBASSADOR SATID THAT PRESIDENT WCULD Qﬁ ;GgRS.
RECEIVE THE TEAM'S REPORT, BUT IT MIG@T 8 SNME TIME BEFORE
THEIR FINAL REPORT IS READY, AMBASSADOR NETED THAT_NOT ALL
OF THE SFISMOLOGICAL INFORMATION THAT HAD BEEN COLLECTED

HAD REEN OURS, SINCE THERE WERE A NUMBER oF MEXTCAN Mg
SEISMOGRAPHS - AND MEXICAN RESFARCHERS IN THE COUNTRY AS HWELL,

RES T HE UNDERSTOOD THAT NICARAGUAN GOVERNHENT
i;D S;?EEEﬁITiéég YEARS AFTER THE MANAGUA EARTHGUAKE - NQT
RECEIVED A REPORT FROK THE MANY SEISMOLOGISTS L‘-'i"!fJf_i"lAD DONE
RESEARCH THERE. WE CAN'T LIVE IN THIS COUNTRY, HE §AID;
WITHOUT KNOWING WHAT HAS HAPPENED AND WHAT MAY HAPPEN
IN THE FUTURE,

3. AMBASSADOR SAID WE WILL GET YOU A REPORT :RSMR$HE

USGS, EVEN IF IT REPRESENTS ONLY THEIR PRELIMINA —

FINDINGS, WITH FINAL CONCLUSIONS TO FOLLOW LATER, xf??T?za\
LINITED OFFICIAL USE | 2\

iNOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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SPRETARY SAID DEPARTMENT WOULD FOLLOW UP WITH USGS,

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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SSQEECT: SECRETARY'S LEETING WITH PRESICENT OF GUATEMALAZ
BELIZE PISPUTE

1, AT THF CONCLUSION OF PRIVATE CONVERSATION BETWEEN PRESIDENT
LAUGERUD AND SECRETARY FEB 24, THEY WERE JO;gED"BY ASSISTANT
SECRETARY ROGERS AND AMBASSADOR MELOY, sachTAuv TGFD :
ASSISTANT SECKETARY AND AMBASSADOR THAT PRESIDENT LAUGERUD
HAD EXPLAINED HIS VIEWS ON BELIZE AND THE PROBABLE
REACTIONS OF GUATEMALA SHQULD THE UK GRANT IvDEégND:NCE TO
RELIZE UNILATERALLY, PRESIDENT NOUTED THAT GUﬁTtMQLA HOPED
TO RESUME TALKS WITH THE UK IN THE NEAR FUTBRu, ?tRHAFS

IN MARCH, BUT REMAINED DEEPLY CONCERNED THA} UK m;GnT AT ANY
TIME INITIATE PROCESS OF INDEPENDENCE FOR BELIZE PRIOR TO
REACHING A NEGOTIATED SULUTION WITH GUATEMALA, Aﬂ8A$§ADOR
ADNED THAT FOREIGN MINISTER HAD TOLD HIMﬂGQG INTENDS 70
APPROACHK THE UK IN EARLY MARCH WITH A VIC“_I? S&TTING

A DATE FOR THE TALXS TO RESUME IN APRIL, AFTER EASTER,

2, SECRETARY SAID THAT UK 1§ NOT GOING TC ACT gthL PROPOSED
TALKS WITH GOG HAVE RUN THEIR COURSE, THE PREDIDENT k
INTERJECTED THAT HE HOPED S0, SECRETARY SUGBRESTED PRESIDENT
NOT RUSH THE RESUMPTION OF NEGDTIATIOﬁS. GUATEMALA SHOULD WAIT
UNTIL LATE APRIL OR EVEN MAY BEFORE RESUMING TALKS.? THIS

1S NO TIME FOR A SHOWDOWN, GUATEMALA IS IN NO QDNDfTIOH TO
FACE A BREAXKDOWN OF NEGOTIATIONS, IT WOULD THEREFORE BE

: BETTER TO POSTPONE THEM AS LONG AS POSSIBLE, UNDER THE)/’ZSE;?\
i CONFEDENTHAL B e
| (o 4
| bl ”//5/mu .‘.é :/E
l C Vi
s P

— -
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CIRCUMSTANCES THIS WOULD NOT BE REGARDED AS AN INDICATION
OF WEAKNESS,

3, SECRETARY CONTINUED THAT US WILL NOT TRY TO FORCE THE UK TO
DO ANYTHING AND IS NOT RPT NOT GOING TO MEDIATE THE DISPUTE,

BUT WE WILL USF OUR GOOD OFFICES, THE SECRETARY SAID HE WELL
SPEAK TO THE BRITISH. #F WILL TRY TO ENCOUF SE THE BRITISH TO
FIND A NEGOTIATED SULUTION,

4, THE SECRETARY SAID THAT OURING HIS CONVERSATION WITH THE
PRESTIDENT THE PRESIDENT HAD INDICATED IN CONFIDENCE HE GIL NOT
EXPECT TO GET FROWM THE BRITISH ALL THAT GUATEMALA WAS ASKING 4
THE PRESTIDENT CONFIKMED THIS, SAYING THAT GUATERALA, HOWEVER,.
MUST START OUT WITH A GUOD BARGAINING POSITION.

MELCY

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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SUBJ: SECRETARY!S CONVERSATION WITH GUATEMALAN FOREIGN HINISTER=
BELIZE

{. IN CONVFRSATION wITH THE SECRETARY ABOARD THE

SECKETARY!S AIRCRAFT FEBRUARY 24 ENROUTE FROM SAN JOSE

TO GUATEMALA, FOREIGN MIMISTER MOLINA DRANTES RETURNED

TOo SUBJECT OF RELIZE wWHICH RE HAD BEGUN DURING EILATERAL
CONVERSATION LIN SAN JOSE, AND STRSSED GUATEMALA!S CONa
VICTION THAT IT WAS ENTITLED TOD BOME COMPENSATION FOR A

UK FAILURE TO FULFILL ITS OBLIGATIONS UNDER THE 1889 TREATY,

2, THE SECRETARY ASKED HOW THE FOREIGN WINISTER SAW A

SOLUTION TO THE PRNBLEM, THE FOREIGN MINISTER SAIO

A SOLUTION SATISFACTORY TO G0OG COULD TAKE ONE OF THREE

FORMSS FIRST, AGREEMENT THAT BELIZE WOULD HAVE AN :

NASSOCTIATED STATE" STATUS WITH GUATEMALA SIMILAR, IN HIS

WORDS, TO THAT OF PUERTO RICO AND THE UNITED STATE, IN

WHICH BELIZE WOULD HAVE INTERNAL SELF=GOVERNMENT BUT

CONTROL 0OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, DEFENSE, AND FINANCE

KOULD BE RESERVED FOR GUATEMALA. A SECOND ALTERNATIVE,

FOREIGN MINISTER SAID, wOULD BE FOR UK TO MAKE SOME

TERRITORIAL CESSION TU GUATEMALA IN THE SQUTHERN

PART OF RELIZE, IN KETURN FUR GOG AGREEMENT TO

ACCEPT FULL INDEPENDENCE FOR REMAINDER OF BELIZE,
CONEIDENTIAL

CI _“/’5/7000
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THIS WOULD HAVE THE ADVAWTAGE OF ASSURING GUATEMALA

0F ACCESS TO THE HIGH SEAS WHICH wOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE
UNDER PRESENT CONFIGUATION OF BELIZE, THE SECRETARY
ASKED WHERE THE FOREIGN MINISTER »0ULD PRGPUSE DRAWING
THE NEW BORDER, AND AFTER SOME HESITATION FOREIGN
MINISTER SAID IT COULD BE IN THE AREA OF THE MAYA
MOUNTAINS(WHICH EXTEND ROUGKLY FRCGH 16 DEGRE S 15
MINUTES TO 17 DEGREES NORTH LATITUDE), THIRD POSSSILITY
ACCEPTABLE TO GOG, FOREIGN MINISTER SAID, WQULD BE TO
PUT THE WHOLE DISPUTE ON ICE FOR AN INDEFINITE PERIOD,.

3, MOLINA SATID THE GOVERNMENT PARTY IN BELIZE WANTS
EARLY INDEPENDENT, #BUT NOT THE OPPOSITION PARTY.

OPINION IN BELIZE ITSELF IS THEREFORE DIVIDED, THE
BRITISH DOF COURSE WANT Tn RE FREE OF THEIR KESPONSIBLITY
AND TO LEAVE, AND THEREFORE ARE SUPPORTING THE PARTY
FAVORING EARLY INDEPENDENCE. WHAT GOG MOUST FEARS I8 THAT
UK KILL SIMPLY DECICE TC PULL OUT,

4, SFCRETARY SAID US IS NOT RPT NOT GOINT TO MEDIATE
TH1s DISPUTE, BUT WILL SPEAK TO THE BRITISH AND

URGE THEM TO SEEK A SCLUTION THAT WOULD BE MUTAULLY.
ACCERTASLE. US WILL TRY TO BE AS HELPFUL AS POSSIBLE.
MELOY "

; NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY




