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.~ . 1. I !PILOTS UNDERGOING MIG-·23 TRAINING AT 

~· ~---~------~-.~----------------------~ 
SAVOSTLEYKA (55-27N~042-19E) ....._ _____ ~------------J> 

THAT THE MIG-23 
......_ _________ ~------------------------~ 

&i£iflNTLY BEING DE.LIVERED TO APVO UNITS IS THE SAME AS THE COUNTER-
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Approvea r-or Ke1ease LUU::>/U~/L"I : NLt--I"'L._t:A_I"'-t-::>-L--1 

AIR VARIANT USED BY S_OVIET FRONTAL AVIATION. 

~ 2. I ITHE APVO -COMMAND~ LOOKING FOR A REPLACE-

~ 

MENT FOR ITS AGING YAK~28P AND SU-9, WAS FORCED TO ACCEPT THE MIG-23, 

AFTER MUCH TOP- LEVEL FRI_CTION, BECAUSE THERE WERE NO· NE:WER INTERCEPTORS 

CURRENTLY UNDER PRODUCTION WHICH COULD REPLACE THESE AIRCRAFT. 

·I._ ______ ____.l~HB MIG-25 WAS OPTIMlZED FOR HIGH-A~TI!UDE, 
HIGH-SPEED OPEiATION WHILE THE SU~lS WAS APPARENTLY NOT SUFFICIENTLY 

\ 

MANEUVERABLE . ! ' FURTHER~ THE MIG- 2 3 POSSESSED A RADAR WHICH . COULD-. 

DISCERN A TARGpT .BOTH IN THE AIR AND WITH GROUND CLUTTER. 

~ 3· •. I ITHE MIGw23 5EGAN TO BE DEL.IVERED 

~ 

TO APVO A YEAR AGO. SINCE THEN, A REGIMENT HAS BEEN REEQUIPPED 

AT SMOLENSK (5.4-4·9N,0·3.2-01E) ___ AND REGIMENTS IN THE FAR BAST AT 

UGLOVOYE AND NEAR KHABAROVSK ARE UNDERGOING PILOT CONVERSION TRAINING. 

HOWEVER, THE TRAINING ·rs PROGRESSING SLOWLY AND IT MAY TAKE UP TO 
:,1 . 

TWO YEARS FOR THES.E .REGIMENTS TO REACH FULL COMBAT. READINESS. 
. . 

4. . ALTHOUGH THE FRONTAL AVIATION COUNTERAIR AND THE PVO. VARJAN.tS 

OF THE. MIG- 2 3 ARE CURRENTL ~ I DENT !CAL,· L-1 _______ ..... I THE 

MINISTRY OF AVIATION INDUSTRY HAS BEEN TASKED TO PRODUCE A VERSION 

~­
~ 

OF THE MIG-23 SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED FOR PVO UNITS. ._I ______ ___. 

L...-___ _...ltHis VERSION IS TO BE ·OPTI~IZEU AS AN INTERCEPTOR. : 

-· 
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Department of State 

~ONFtOENTlAL 5006 

PAr.E 01 Mnscow 15353 29181~Z 

43 
ACTION SS•25 

tNFO OCT·~1 tS0·~0 5$0•~0 NSCE•00 /026 W 

n R 2g1419Z SEP 16 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

-·~-~················ 

TO S!CSTATF WASHnC IMM~OIATE g,gg 
!NFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
r.INCPAC 
AMF.M8ASSV TOKYn 

~ ~ N F t Q E N T Y A L MOSCOW 15353 

~xnis 

r.INCPAC FOR POLA~ 

'-·"· 1161521 Gns 
TAr.AI PFO~, JA, U~, US I ~URJECTI SOVIF.T RFACT!ON TO MtG INCIDENT 

RE~I STAT! 239418 

())I~ 
TELEG 

\e JAPANESE EMBOFF ORITA CALL!O ON EMBOFF TODAY (SEPT 29) 
TO EXPRESS GREAT THANKS FOR IN,ORMATION PASSED TO Hl~ 
F.ARL!ER ON INCIDENT tNVOLVING A u.s. PLANE FROM TURKEY 
WHtCH INTRUDED INTO SOVIFT A!RSPACE IN l910 (REFTEL). 
tNFORMATlUN, WHICH EMBOFF HAO !MPHASIZ!D WAS CLASSIFIED 
r.ONFtOENTIAL, HA" BEEN TRANSMITTED TO TOKYO, HE SAID. JAPANF F 
MF~ HAD NOW r.oME BAC~ WITH QUESTION ON WHICH PORTIONS 
nF lNFORMATinN COULD eE USED BV GOJ IN CASE MATTER IS 
RAtSfO IN DIET. ORITA SAID JAPANESE EMBASSY IN 
WA~HINGTON HAD BEEN ASKEn TO INQUIRE FROM DEPARTMENT, 
AUT HE ALSO ASKEn THAT wE tNOU!Rf, SINCE ORIGINAL RE• 
C3Uf!.ST CAME HF.Rf. 

~. ORlTA ALSO ASKED FOR CLARIFICATION OF REFERENCES 
TO PROBLEMS OF cnN5ULAR ACCESS. HE WANTED TO KNOw, IF 
PO~StBLE, HOW LONG snVTETS WAITED BE,ORE NOTIFYING 
~MRASSV OF LOCATION OF OFTAINEO AMERICANS, HOH LONG 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
CONF!O@'NTIAI;. 
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A'TER THE JNCIOENT TMEV PERMITTED u.s. O,FtCtAL8 TO VI3I T 
THFM, AND MOW THE W~O~F- MATT~R OF CONSULAR ACC!SS HAD 
~EF.N HANDLED. ORITA DID NOT INOICAT! WHETHE~ OR NOT 
JAPANESE MFA HAD ASKF-0 THESE QUESTIONS, 

~. ACTION RF-QUESTfDI DEPARTMENT PL!ASE PROVIDE ANY 
tNFORMATlON ON THESE MATTERS WHICH wE CAN PASS TO 
.JAPANESE. 

A. FYI, THf ~OVI~T WF-EKLV NEWSPAPE~ LITERATURNAYA 
~AlETA (SEPT 29) CYTF.O THE 1g7~ INCIDENT AS AN EXAMPLE 
nF CORRECT SOVIET HANDLING OF SUCH MATTERS IN AN ARTICLE 
~HARPLY CRITTC•L OF ,JAPANESE MANnLING OF THE PRESENT 
TNelDENT. 
MATLOCK 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHO~t T~*THORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
-eo t ' ·~· 
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FBIS 27 r~~~ ~ '-<.. 
JAPAN READY TO RETURN MIG, DATE NOT GIVEN 

OW290641 TOKYO KYODO IN ENGLISH 0631 G NT 29 SEP 76 OW 

<TEXT> TOKYO, SEP 29 KYDO--JAPAN TOLD THE SOVIET UNION 
WEDNESDAY THAT IT IS READY TO RETURN TO ThE SOVI~T UNION 

,.4.,_ 

THE MIG-25 FIGHTER PLANE FLOWN TO A COMMERCIAL AIRPORT IN 
HOKKAIDO BY A RUSSIAN DEFECTOR 23 DAYS AGO. ThE NOTIFICATION 
~AS MADE BY ~ASATADA TACHIBANA, DIRECTOR GENERAL 
OF THE MINISTRY'S EUROPEAN AND OCEANIC AFFAIRS BUREAU, 
TO SOVIET AMBASSADOR TO JAPAN DMITRIY POLYAN5KIY AT.ThE 
FOREIGN MINISTRY. 

JAPAN'S READINESS TO RETURN THE SOVIET TOP SECRET COMBAT 
PLANE WAS REVEALED ALSO BY FOREIGN MINISTER ZENTARO KOSAKA 
TO HIS SOVIET COUNTERPART ANDREY GROMYKO WHEN THEY MET IN 
NEW YORK EARLIER WEDNESDAY CJST>. ThE TWO MINISTERS ARE 
IN NEW YORK TO ATTEND THE CURR~NT UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY SESSION. 

CONVEYING THE NOTIFICATION VERBALLY TO THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR, 
TACHIBANA SAID THAT JAPANESE AUTHORITIES HAVE CUT AS SHORT 
AS POSSIBLE THE TIME NEEDED FOR THEIR EXAMINATION OF ThE PLANE 
TO FIND EVIDENCE FOR SUSPECT~D INTRUSION OF THE JAPANESE 
TERRITORIAL AIR SPACE BY THE AIRCRAFT . 

THIS IS TO TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION THE FRIENDSHIP BET~EEN 
JAPAN AND THE SOVIET UNION, TACHIBANA SAID. HE SAID 
THAT THE STEPS TAKEN SO FAR &Y JAPAN REGARDING THE PLANE 
AND THE SOV IET PILOT, LIEUTENANT \IIKTOR IVANOVICH BELEN}{() , 
ARE JUSTIFIABLE IN VIEW OF INTERNATIONAL LAWS AND PRACTICES. 

BELENKO LEFT FOR THE UNITED STATES, WhERE HE SOUGhT ASYLUM , 
ON ·SEPTEtljl3ER 9 ~1HILE THE MIG -25 WAS TRANSPORTED FRON liCKKAlDO. 
TO THE HYAKURI AIR SELF-DEFENSE FORCE BASE IN !BARAK! 
PREFECTURE ABOARD A u.s. C5 PLANE LAST WEEK . 

TACHIBANA TOLD POLYANSKIY THAT JAPAN WILL LATER NOTIFY THE 
SOVIET UNICN THROUGH DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS ON HO~ AND ~HEN THE 
PLANE WILL BE HANDED BACK. 

POLYANSKIY SAID THAT THE STEPS TAKEN SO FAR BY JAPAN REGARDING 
THE PLANE AND ThE PILOT, NEGLECTING REPEATED SOVIET R~QUESTS 
FOR IMMEDIATE RETURN OF THE AIRCRAFT AND THE AIR FORCE OFFICER, 
WERE UNFRIENDLY TO THE SOVIET UNION . 

BUT THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR ADDED HE HOPED THE MIG-25 INCIDENT 
WOULD NOT FURTHER AGGRAVATE RELATIONS BETW~EN Th~ TWO COUNTRIES . 

~ SEP 08~0Z RLL/MC 
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UlwUII~ CONIU~AR CONYINTION 0~ YIINNA CDNYINTIONt IZNCI 
I!LINMO AI NOT UNCI~ ARRIIT OR O!TINTION 1¥ Ul AUTHORJ• 
Till, UT IICAUII IILINMO ~~Mil~, MAO AIRIIO TO MIITINI 
~!IUIITID 1¥ IOYZIT IMIAIIY1 DI,ARTMINT O''IC.RI ALIO 
MAOI IT CLIAR THAT ZNA,,RO,~IAT.I QUIITIONI WOULD NOT II 
ALLOWIO AND THAT IT WAI INTIRIL¥ II~INMOfi ~ OielllON A' 
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I~ IILINMO TOLD IOYZIT IMDAIIV Rl'l TMAT HI H.D CARI'U~~y 
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IAI HI DID NOT WIIH TO R!CIIYI .NY COMMUNICATIONI ,ROM 
Mil ,AMI~¥ OR ,ROM THI IOVIIT UNZON 1 HI lAID Hll Wl'l 
WOULD liT A O!YORCI~ IILINKO lAID HI DIO NOT WIIH TO II 
IOTHIRID, HARAIIID OR QUOTI T!RRORIZID UNIUDTI IY THI 
IOVIIT IMIAII¥ AND MADI IT C~!AR THAT HI WIIHID NO 
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M!!TlNG II I!PT, POINTING OUT THAT HI HAD UNP ! ANT Ml G 
WITH GROMYKO PRIVJOUI D Y, KOSAKA SAID Hl HAD 'LAtL¥ 
RIJ CT!D QROMYK0 1 ALLEGATION TH T JAPAN HAD COL UD N TH 
Ul IN ITAI! MANA XNG I!~INKO' CT ON AI INI I 
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