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j ‘ 1. PILOTS UNDERGOING MIG-23 TRAINING AT

A .
SAVOSTLEYKA (55-27N,042-19E) |

THAT THE MIG-23

S&NT“LY BEING DELIVERED TO APVO UNITS IS THE SAME AS THE COUNTER-

rolasetyication) . _Approved For Release 2005/09/21 : NLF-PC_EA_P-7-5-2-1.
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AIR VARIANT USED BY SOVIET FRONTAL AVIATION.

2. THE APVO COMMAND, LOOKING FOR A REPLACE-

MENT FOR ITS AGING YAK-28P AND SU-9, WAS FORCED TO ACCEPT THE MIG-23,

AFTER MUCH TOP-LEVEL FRICTION,BECAUSE THERE WERE NO-NEWER INTERCEPTORS
CURRENTLY UNDER PRODUCTION WHICH COULD REPLACE THESE AIRCRAFT,

THB MIG-25 WAS OPTIMIZED FOR HIGH-ALTITUDE,

HIGH-SPEED OPERATION WHILE THE SU-15 WAS APPARENTLY NOT SUFFICIENTtY
X , :

MANEUVERABLE.' ' FURTHER, THE MIG-23 POSSESSED A RADAR WHICH COULD.

DISCERN A TARGET BOTH IN THE AIR AND WITH GROUND CLUTTER.

3. THE MIG-23 BEGAN TO BE DELIVERED

TO APVO A YEAR AGO. SINCE THEN, A REGIMENT HAS BEEN REEQUIPPED
AT SMOLENSK (54-49N,032-01E) ™ AND REGIMENTS IN THE FAR EAST AT
UGLOVOYE AND NEAR KHABAROVSK ARE UNDERGOING PILOT CONVERSION TRAINING.

" HOWEVER, THE TRAINING IS PROGRESSING SLOWLY AND IT MAY TAKE UP TO
TWO YEARS FOR THESE REGIMENTS TO REACH FULL COMBAT READINESS.

4.. ALTHOUGH THE FRONTAL AVIATION COUNTERAIR AND THE PVO VARIANTS

OF THE MIG-23 ARE CURRENTLY IDENTICAL, THE R5X1).
| | | 23

MINISTRY OF AVIATION INDUSTRY HAS BEEN TASKED TO PRODUCE A VERSION

OF THE MIG-23 SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED FOR PVO UNITS.

THIS VERSION IS TO BE -OPTIMIZED AS AN INTERCEPTOR.
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1, JAPANESE EMBOFF ORITA CALLED ON EMBOFF TODAY (SEPT 29)

TO EXPRESS GREAT THANKS FOR INFORMATION PASSED TO MWIWV

FARLIER ON INCIDENT INVOLVING A U,8, PLANE FROM TURKEY

WHTCH INTRUDED INTN SOVIET AIRSPACE IN 1978 (REFTEL),
TNFORMATION, WHICH EMBOFF HAD EMPHASIZED WAS CLASSIFIED
PONFIDENTIAL, HAD BEEN TRANSMITTED TO TOKYOD, WE SAID, JARANFSE
MFA HAD NOW COME BACK WIYH QUESTION ON WHICH PORTIONS
NF INFORMATINN COULD BE USED BY GOJ IN CASE MATTER IS
RAYSED IN DIET, ORITA SAID JAPANESE EMBASSY IN
WASHINGTON HAD BEEN ASKED YO INGUIRE FROM DERARTMENT,
RUT HE ALSO ASKED THAT WE INOUIRE, SINCE ORIGINAL REw
OUEST CAME HERE,

2, ORITA ALSD ASKED FOR CLARIFICATION OF REFERENCES
TO PROBLEMS OF CANSULAR ACCESS, HE WANTED TD KNOW, 1IF
PUSSIBLE, HOW LONG SNVYIETS WAITED BEFORE NOTIFYING
EMBASSY OF LOCATION DF DETAINED AMERICANS, HOW LONG
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AFTER THE INCIDENT THEY PERMITTED U,8, OFFICIALS TO VvIsIY
THFM, AND HOW THE WHOLE MATTER OF CONSULAR ACCESS HAD
REFN HANDLED, GRITA DID NOT INDICATE WHETHER OR NOT
JAPANESE MFA HAD ASKED THESE QUESTIONS,

3. ACTION REQUESTED: DERARTMENT PLEASE PROVIDE ANY
TNFORMATION ON THESE MATTERS WHICH WE CAN PASS TO
JAPANESE.,

4, FYI, THE SOVIFT WEEKLY NEWSPAPER LITERATURNAYA
BAZETA (SEPT 29) CITED THE 1972 INCIDENT AS AN EXAMPLE
NF CORRECT SOVIET HANDLING OF SUCH MATTERS IM AN ARTICLE
SHARPLY CRITYCAL OF JAPANESE HANPLING OF THE PRESENT
INCIDENT,
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JAPAN READY TO RETURN MIG, DATE NOT GIVEN
D RS- e

OwW298641 TOKYO KYODO IN ENGLISH @631 GNT 29 SEP 76 OW

(TEXT) TOKYO, SEP 29 XYDO--JAPAN TOLD THE SOVIET UNION
WEDNESDAY THAT IT 1S READY TO RETURN TO THE SOVIET UNION
THE MIG-25 FIGHTER PLANE FLOWN TG A COMMERCIAL AIRFORT IN
HOKKAIDO BY A RUSSIAN DEFECTOR 23 DAYS AGO. THE NOTIFICATION
WAS MADE BY MASATADA TACHIBANA, DIRECTOR GENERAL
OF THE MINISTRY'S EUROPEAN AND OCEANIC AFFAIRS BUREAU,

TO SOVIET AMBASSADOR TO JAPAN DMITRIY POLYANSKIY AT THE
FOREIGN MINISTRY.

JAPAN'S READINESS TO RETURN THE SOVIET TOP SECRET COMBAT
PLANE WAS REVEALEL ALSO BY FOREIGN MINISTER ZENTARO KOSAKA
TO HIS SOVIET COUNTERPART ANDREY GROMYKO WHEN THEY MET IN
NEW YORXK EARLIER WEDNESDAY (JST). THE TwO MINISTERS ARE
IN NEW YORK TO ATTEND THE CURRENT UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY SESSION,

CONVEYING THE NOTIFICATION VERBALLY TO THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR,
TACHIBANA SAID THAT JAPANESE AUTHCRITIES HAVE CUT AS SHORT
AS POSSIBLE THE TIME NEEDED FOR THEIR EXAMINATION OF THE PLANE
TO FIND EVIDENCE FOR SUSPECTED INTRUSION OF THE JAPANESE
TERRITORIAL AIR SPACE BY THE AIRCRAFT.

THIS IS5 TO TAKE INTO CONSIDERATICN THE FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN
JAPAN AND THE SOVIET UNION, TACHIBANA SAID. HE SAID
THAT THE STEPS TAKEN SO FAR 5Y JAPAN REGARDING THE PLANE
AND THE SOVIET PILOT, LIEUTENANT VIKTCR IVANOVICH BELENKO,
ARE JUSTIFIABLE IN VIEW OF INTERNATIONAL LAWS AND PRACTICES.

BELENKO LEFT FCR THE UNITED STATES, WHERE HE SOUGhT ASYLUM,
ON-SEPTENBER 9 WHILE THE MIG-25 WAS TRANSPORTED FRONM HCKKAIDO.
TO THE HYAKURI AIR SELF-DEFENSE FORCE BASE IN IBARAKI
PREFECTURE AB0ARD A U.S. C5 PLANE LAST VWEEK.

TACHIBANA TOLD PCLYANSKIY THAT JAPAN WILL LATER NOTIFY THE
SOVIET UNICN THROUGH DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS ON HOW AND WHEN THE
PLANE WILL BE HANDED BACK.

POLYANSKIY SAID THAT THE STEPS TAKEN SO FAR BY JAPAN REGARDING
THE PLANE AND THE PILOT, NEGLECTING REPEATED SOVIET REQUESTS
FOR IMMEDIATE RETURN OF THE AIRCRAFT AND THE AIR FORCE CFFICER,
WERE UNFRIENDLY TO THE SCVIET UNION.

BUT THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR ADDED HE HOPED THE MIG-25 INCIDENT
WOULD NOT FURTHER AGGRAVATE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TwO COUNTRIES.
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1, SUMMARY! MEETING BETWEEN SOVIET ENBASSY REPRESENTAw.
TIVES AND MIG PZLOT BELENKO WAS HELD IN THE DEPARTMENT
WITHOUT INCIDENT, BELENKO MADE PLEAR 'THAT WIS ACTIONS WERE
VOLUNTARY AND PLANNED IN ADVANEE, VORONTSOV WAS APPRECIAe
TIVE THAT nzzx:us WAS ARRANGED, HWE IMPLIED THE SUBJECT MAY
ARISE IN GROMYKO!S MEETINGS WITH THE PRESIDENT AND THE
SECRETARY, END SUMMARY

2, BASED ON SOVIET EMBASSY REQUEST OF SEPTEMBER 23 AND
AGREEWENT BY MI1Ge28 PILOT BELENKO, DEPARTHENT ARRANGED
MEETING BETWEEN SOVIET EMSASSY REMRESENTATIVES AND BELENKO,
WNICH TOOK PLACE IN DEPARTMENT AT 4108 P,H,, SEPTENBER 28,
MEETING WAS CHAIRED BY OIC BILATERAL AFFAIRS, EUR/80Y

AND WAS ATTENDED BY THO OPFICERS FROM EUR/SOV AND DEPARTNENT
INTERPRETER, SOVIET ENBASSY RERS WERE DCM VORONTSOV,
COUNSELOR FOR CONSULAR APFAIRS KAVALEROV, AND SOVIET EMBASSY
DNETOR TRISHIN, MEETING LASTED APPROXINATELY 80 MINUTES,
ALL' RUSBIAN WAS TRANSLATED INTO ENGLISH AND VICE VERSA,

3, DEPARTHMENT OFFICERS MADE GLEAR FROM OUTSET THAT MEETING
WAS NOT RPT NOT ARRANGED BECAUSE OF ANY OBLIGATION UNDER
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USwUSSR CONSULAR CONVENTION OR VIENNA CONVENTION, SINCE
BELENKO WAB NOT UNDER ARRESY OR DETENTION BY US AUTHORIe
TIES, BUT BECAUSE BELENKO MIMSELF MWAD AGREED TO MEETING
REQUESTED BY SQOVIET EMBASSY, DEPARTMENT OPPICERS ALSO
MADE 2T CLEAR THAT INAPPlﬂlill!B 00137!07. WOULD NOT BE
ALLOWED AND THAT IT WAS ENTIRELY BELENKO'S DECISION AS
TO WHETHER AND HOW HE SHMOULD REBPOND TO ANY QUESTIONS,

]

4, VORONTSOV MADE PITCH GENTERED ON CONCERN OF BELENKO!S
MOTHER, WIFE AND SMALL 8ON AND THEIR LACK OF UNDERSTANDING
OF WHAT HAD HAPPENED, HE S8AID SOVIET GOVERNMENT WAS
CONVINCED THAT BELENKO MAD MADE A FORCED LANDING AND

THAT SUSSEQUENT DEVELOPMENTS WERE IMPOSED ON MIM,
VORONTAOV CLAZMED THAT SOVIET GOVERNMENT MAD NO GLAZNS

OR COMPLAINTS AGAINST BELENKO AND THAT HE GOULD RETURN

YO THE SOVIET UNION AND LIVE A TROUBLESPREE, GUIET IPE
TP HE WISHED, VORONTSOV ATTEMRTED TO PASS PHOTOGRAPHS,
LETTERS AND TAPES FROM BELENKO!S PAMILY, BUT BELENKO REw
FUBED TO TAKE THEM, VORGNTSOV ALSO LEPT WITH DEPARTHENY
OPFICERS A LETTER FRON BELENKO?S WIPE 7O PRESIDENT PORD
APPEALING FOR HIS RETUAN, VORONTSOV STATED THAT ME KNEW
BELENKO HAD BEEN CAREFULLY PREPARED POR THE WEETING AND
DISCOUNTED BELENKOTS STATENENT THAT HE HAD TAKEN ALL
ACTIONS OF HIS OWN WREE KILL.

8, DEPARTMENT OFFICERS REJECTED SUGGESTION OF PREPARA=
TION, 8AID THEY COULD NOT GONPIRM VORONTSOVIS STATEMENTS
THAT OTHER SOVIET DEFECTORS MAD EVENTUALLY RETURNED 10
LIVE IN THE SOVIET UNION WITHOUT TROUBLE, AND REITERATED
THAY BELENKO COULD GHOQSE 7O RESPOND OR NOT RESPOND 10
QUESTIONS AS HE DESIRED,

6, BELENKO TOLD SOVIET EMBASSY REPS THAT HE WAD CAREPULLY
PLANNED HI8 DEFECTION AND TMAT, ASKING FOR POLITICAL ASYLUM
IN THE US WAS HI8 OWN DECISION, HE SAID HE WAS NOT
HARABSED OR THREATENED BUT WAD MADE IS CHOICE. A8 A

QUOTE FREE MAN UNGUOTE, IN REBPONSE TD A QUESTION, ME
STATED THAT HE WAS NOT 'TAKING QUOTE PILLS UNGUOTE OR.
MEDZCATION, HE REFUSED 70 60 INTO THE REABONS POR WIS
DEPECTION EXCEPT YO SAY THAT THEY WERE MANY AND THAT THE
ANSHER COULD BE POUND IN THE SOVIET UNION ITSELF, HE

SAID WE DID NOT WISH TO RECEIVE ANY COMMUNICATIONS PROM
HIS PAMILY OR FPROM THE SQVIET UNZON, ME SAID HIS WIPE
WOULD GET A DIVORCE, BELENKD S8AID WE DID NOT WI8HM TO BE
BOTNERED, WARASSED OR GUOTE TERRORIZED UNQUOTE BY THE
SOVIET EMBASSY AND MADE IT CLEAR THAT HE WISHED NO
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PURTHER MEETINGS WITH SOVIET EMBASSY REPS,

7, MEETING WAS RELATIVELY RELAXED BIVEN TME GIRCUMSTANGES
AND DERT OPFICERS DID NOT WAVE YO CUT OFF IMPROPER GUESe
TIONS, ALTHOUGH BELENKD WAS UNDERSTANDABLY NERYOUS WHEN
CONPRONTED WITH VORONTBOVPS PRESENTATION, HE WAS NAPPY
WHEN MEETING WAS OVER AND TMANKED DEPARTMENT OPFICERS FOR
THEIR PARYT IN IT,

8, BOVIET EMBASSY REPS SAID THMEY WERE GRATEFUL THAT
MEETING WAS ARRANOED, BUT DID NOT ADMIT VALIDITY OF
BELENKDS RESPONSES, THWEY CLEARLY WANTED TO STATE POR

THE RECORD SOVIEY GOVERNMENT POSITION THAT BELENKO MADE

A MISTAKE AND WAS FORCED TQ DEPECT BY JAPANESE AND US
AUTHORITIES, THEY TOLD BELENKO THAT POREIGN MINISTER
GROMYKO WOULD BE MEETING WITM THE PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY
AND IMPLIED THAT BELENKO CASE WOULD BE TAKEN UP WITH THEN,
THEY MADE IT CLEAR THAT TMEY DID NOT CONSIDER CASE
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