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POLITICS: A BRIDGE TO HUMAN PROGRESS 

I APPRECIATE YOUR Kl ND INVITATION AND WELCOME THIS 

OPPORTUNITY TO JOIN YOU TONIGHT ... TO BE ON FAMILIAR TURF •... 

TO RETURN TO Tl-£ STATE WHERE MY GRANDFATHER---THE REV. 

WILLIAM ALEXAND~R SCOTT--GOT HIS START AS A PRINTER-

PREACHER IN EDWARDS, MISSISSIPPI. 

I KNOW THIS LAND AS YOU !<NOW IT. I HAVE SEEN THE SORROW 

AND HEARTACHE, AS A NEWSMAN I W ITNES SEO SOME OF THE 

PROBLEMS WE CAME TO GRIPS WITHIN THE TURBULENT 60'5. BUT 

I ALSO KNOW SOMETHING ABOUT THE" PROGRESS THAT WE HAVE MADE 

IN THIS SECTION OF OUR GREAT NATION. 

YOUR STATE, AS YOU KNOW, HAS THE SECOND HIGHEST NUMBER 

OF BLACK ELECTED OFFICIALS IN THE COUNTRY. IN OTHER WORDS, 

HAVING GA I NED THE RIGHT TO VOTE, YOU EXE RC I SEO YOUR 

RESPONSIBILITY AS CITIZENS TO PARTICIFA TE IN THE VOTING 

PROCESS. THAT'S GOOD AMERICAN CI Tl ZENS HIP. 
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I MUST TELL YOU THIS BEFORE WE GET DOWN TO SERIOUS 

BUSINESS--:-! CHECKED WITH MY OFFICE THIS AFTERNOON TO FIND OUTWHfa, 

WAS GOING ON IN WASHINGTON. MY SECRETARY RESPONDED BY 
. 

SAYING: "BOB STRAUSS, THE D~MOCRATIC NATIONAL CHAIRMAN, 

IS STILL AT IT." I ASKED: "WHAT DO YOU MEAN?" THE SECRETARY 

SAID: "OH, HE'S STILL OUTS PEAK I NG TO LARGE GROUPS .•.• NOT 

AUDIENCES .•.. DEMOCRAT CANDIDATES FOR PRESIDENT"! 

SERIOUSLY, · I AM DELIGHTED TO BE HERE IN JACKSON TO JOIN 

ALL OF YOU IN PAYING TRI BUTE TO MEL JENNINGS--OUR NFXT 

CONGRESSMAN FROM HI NOS COUNTY. 

- YOU KNOW, IT'S NI CE TO GET AWAY FROM WASHINGTON .•• THE 

GLOOM AND DOOM THAT YOU READ AND HEAR ABOUT ON THE POTOMAC. 

n11-r, r.na .,l"\-r r.-r 1111 n1rn~11,1rD u111r~1 1 rr-.r,1/ r-.11-rr-.~. 1 -rr11r- 1111r.1r11.11"r nu, I A/VI I\JUI Al ALL Ul.)!VIAYt VVMtl\J I LUUI\ UUi UI\J lt1I.) AUUltl\Jl,[. 

I SEE IN YOU AMERICA SINGING A BEAUTIFUL SONG OF HUMAN 

PROGRESS. I SEE AN EXPERIMENT IN SELF-GOVERNMFNT THAT HAS 

WORKED SUPERBLY FOR ALMOST 200 YEARS FOR MOST AMER.I CANS--
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., NOW I SEE THAT SAME GOVERNMENT BEGINNING TO WORK FOR --
BLACK AMERICANS, TOO. AND THIS WILL REMAIN TRUE AS LONG 

AS WE BELi EVE IN IT AND WORK TO KEEP IT THAT WAY. SO, I 

SAY TO YOU TON I GHT LET US BU I LD BRIDGES TO HUMAN DIGNITY 

AND HUMAN PROGRESS THROUGH THE POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC 

PROCESS. 

EVERY ETHNIC GROUP THAT HAS BEEN ABLE TO MAl<E IT INTO 

THE SO-CALLED AMERICAN MELTING POT HAS DONE IT BY GOING 

THE ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL ROUTE. I SAY !TWILL BE NO DIFFERENT 

FOR BLACK AMER I CANS. 

TONIGHT, I WOULD LIKE TO CONCENTRATE ON POLITICS. 

WOULD LIKE TO JOIN FORCES WITH MEL JENNINGS. HE HAS JOINED 

THE BATTLE HE KNOWS WHERE IT'S AT. WE HAVE GOT TO GIVE HIM . 

OUR SUPPORT. LET HIM WORK FOR US TO MA KE THE AMERICAN DREAM 

A REALITY FOR US. 

I AM FREQUENTLY ASKED AROUND THE COUNTRY, "IS THE CIVIL 

RIGHTS MOVEMENT DEAD?" MY CONS I STENT ANSWER IS A LOUD NO. 

WHAT HAS HAPPENED IS SIMPLY THIS--THE LAWS HAVE CAUGHT UP 
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• W 1TH OUR CONSCIENCE. WHAT REMA I NS IS TO G !VE LI FE TO 

WHAT IS THE LAW: TO INSURE AT LAST THAT AS ALL ARE BORN EQUAL 

IN DIGNITY BEFORE GOD, ALL ARE BORN EQUAL IN DIGNITY BEFORE 

MAN. 

WHAT WE MUST DO IS REDUCE THE NO I SE LEVEL .• REDUCE THE 

RHETORIC ... MOVE PAST THE OLD CIVIL RIGHTS .•. BR I OGE H-E GAP 

BETWEEN FREEDOM AND DIGNITY, BETWE':N PROMISE AND FULFILLMENT. 

THEERAOFCONFRO~~TATION INTHE601S HAS BEEN REPLACED WITH 

A FAR LESS DRAMATIC, BUT, I BELIEVE, A MORE DIFFICULT BUT 

PRODUCTIVE IMMEDIATE AND LONG RANGE PROGRAM. 

MINORITIES ARE NOW BEGINNING TO CONCENTRATE ON THE 

POLITICAL APPROACH ... PLACING GREATER EMPHASIS ON RtGISTRA-

TION PROGRAMS, DEFINING POLITICAL !i SSUES AND APPROACHING. 

THE VOTING BOOTH IN LARGER NUMBERS. 

THE SIXTIES CONSTITUTED AN EXAMINATION OF THE WRONGS: 

THE SEVENTIES AN APPLICATION OF THE RE MED IES. DEALING WI TH 

THESE QUESTIONS RtQU I RES SCALPEL AND SUTURES, NOT THE 

BOILING CAULDRON OFA FEVv YEARS AGO. 



- 5 -

THIS IS THE WORK THAT IS NOV\' UNDERWAY. IT IS THE WORK 

THAT LOGICALLY FOLLOWS THE SYMBOLIC AND LEGISLATIVE GAINS 

MADE BEFORE. IT IS THE PAYOFF ON THOSE GA I NS. WHILE I THINK 

WE MUST AGREE THAT PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE, I WOULD ADD · 

THAT THERE CAN NEVER BE ENOUGH PROGRESS UNTIL ALL AMER! CA NS 

ARE ASSURED OF PARITY ACROSS THE BOARD. 

SOMETIMES IT'S EVEN HARD FOR STUD~NTS OF RACE RELATIONS 

TO UNDERSTAND THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT BECAUSE WE ARE TALKING 

-ABOUT NEW TACTICS IN THE 701S TO RESOLV[ADDITIONAL PROBLEMS 

CREATED BY PROGRESS MADE DURING THE PAST DECADE. MOST OF 

THE SYMBOLIC, EARLY ~A I NS STEMM I NG FROM CIVIL CONFRONT AT ION 

ARE BEHIND US. WHAT REMAINS IS THE LESS SPECTACULAR TASK OF 

DCC(\1\/11\1~ TUC l\ fl noc f"nr .. 101 CV /\ !\I f"\ l"'\l CC lf"lllT IC'C'ICC' /\UCfd'\ lfl..1 T UC 
I\L.JVLV 11\IV IIIL JVIVI\L \JVI V II LL/'. n l \llJ V i l I l\JULI I.J.JU....J r\llLr\V 11\1 II IL 

FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS AS WELL AS MINORITY RIGHTS. IT IS, IN 

MY VIEW, INDEED A SIGN OF MATURITY THAT IN TEN YEARS CIVIL 

RIGHTS ENFORCEMENT HAS BECOME A PART OF THE BAS IC FABRIC OF 

AMER I CAN LIFE. 
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IN THE 60 1S WE WERE ENGAGED lN THE PROCESS OF FREEING 

OURSELVES FR0 1~ TYE ~-~ENTAL Cl-JAi.NS OF SLAVERY AND StCONn-

CLASS CITIZENSHIP. THROUGH PLOOD, SWE/1.T Ar\1() Tf:ARS WE 

PRESSED OUR 81 LL OF PARTICULARS 8EFORE THE A 1~ERICAI\I 

PUBLIC WITLJ SIT-INS, JAIL-INS AND COUNTLESS OTYER FOP"r1s 

OF V1ASS PROTEST. 

t~OW THE" TACTICS YAVE Cl-lAr~GE D. '~OST OF TYE LAWS ARE 

NOW ON THE 1300l<S. WE HAVE PUBLIC ACCO~~OOATl ONS /-\ND 

VOTING RIGL--ITS LAWS. WE REALIZED 1r,1 TYE 601S T'--l/\T IT'S NOT 

ENOUGH TO HAVE ACCESS. WE ARE [\JOVV H,JGAGED IN LESS 

DRAV1ATIC INVOLVE\1ENT. WE WA~JT TO OW~J SO'V1E OF THOSF 

LUNCH COUNTERS, HOTELS AND GAIN S0 1AE OF THE GOVERN''AENT 

Al~D PRIVATE SECTOR CO,~TRACTS. WE ARF Fl~!ALLY TAl![!!\!G 

A BOUT BECO ' !1 l rJG PRODUCERS AS OPPOSED TO AGE"-OL0 CO i·-JS LJ ViERS 

IN Tf.ilS GREAT CAPITALISTlC.DE'V10CRAT!C SOC!f"TY. WE ;\RE 



- 7 - : 

Fl NALLY TALK I NG A BOUT GA If~ I f\JG A REAL PIECE OF THE 

A V\ER'I CA~J PIE. NOW THAT WE ~AVE ~~ADE IT i NS I DE THE 

FACILITY, WE NOW WI\NT A PIECE OF THE ACTlOf\l .... AND 

RIGHTLY S0--TH IS IS WHAT T~E A'V1ERICAN SYSTEV\ IS ALL 

ABOUT. 

THE '~OV\E[~TU\~ OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS \~OVE '~E~JT IS 

CONTlf~UlNG, EXPANDING, A~JD ACHIEVING GREATER COf~CRETE 

SUCCESS ES IN 80TH OLD AND NEW AREAS OF ENDEAVOR. 

SO VVYERE 00 WE GO FROV1 !~ERE TO 'lf\Al<E FOUAL I TY A 

REALITY FOR ALL AV1ERICAr~s? Fl RST, I TLllf\11<, WE V1LJST 

AC l<NOWLEDGE CERT A Ii~ TRUTHS. 

THE BLACI< VOTE TODAY 15 THE LEAST EFFECTIVE VOTt Ir~ 

THE POLITICALA REhlA--THROUG!-J BLOOD , SWEAT AND TEARS--I N 

THE SIXTIES, BUTVVE HAVE NOT LF.J\RNP) TO PARTICIPATE TOO 

WISELY. 

HERE'S THE SI TUA.Tl O\J TODAY-- IN JUNE OF 19750. A 

if~ FO~O 
<,... 

< : ) a: 
• ) j' 
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CANDIDATE CAN ANNOUNCE FOR OFFICE AND BEFORE HE MAKES HIS 

FIRST CAMPAIGN SPEECH--IF HE HAPPENS TO BE A DEMOCRAT--

HE KNOWS THAT HE HAS FROM 70 TO 80 PERCEr~T OF THE BLACK VOTE 

IN HIS HIP POCKET. HOW CAN AN I ND I VI DUAL OR A GROUP OF · 

PEOPLE GAIN COMMITMENTS FROM POLITICANS WHEN THE POLITICANS 

KNOW THAT THEY HAVE THAT INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP'S VOTES AT THE 

OUTSET? 

WE, AS A RACIAL MINORITY, HAVE GOT TO STOP ALLOWING 

OURSELVES TO BE TAKEN FOR GRANTED--BY THE DEMOCRATS. 

AN INDICATION OF HOW STRONGLY I FEEL ABOUT THE TWO-PARTY 

SYSTEM IS SIMPLY THIS: IF 70 TO 80 PERCENT OF BLACK AMERICANS 

WERE VOTING THE REPUBLICAN LI NE TODAY, I WOULD SWITCH TO 

TUC J"'\CI\M'\f"'D/\T!~ DJ\ DTV 
IIIL VLIVIV\Jl\t\l IV I /~1\1 I• 

LET ME SAY SOMETHING TO YOU ABOUT A SURE BET. PRESIDENT 

FORD INTENDS TO SEfK THE NOMI NATI ON OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY 

AS ITS CANl))IDATE IN 1976. HE INTENDS TO RUN FOR PRESIDENT AND 

HE INTENDS TOW IN. 
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NOW IT COULD BE ARGUED THAT, BECAUSE OUR NATIONAL 

PROBLEMS ARE SO SERIOUS, WE SHOULD NOT BE WASTING TIME 

ON THE PROBLEMS OF OUR PARTY--OR ANY PARTY. 

YET IT IS PRECISELY BECAUSE OF OUR NATIONAL PROBLEMS 

THAT IT IS ESSENTIAL TO LOOK TO OUR PARTY AND ITS REVITALIZATION 

EVERYWHERE. 

TO CARRY OUT OUR DETERMINATION TO MAKE SURE THAT 

REPUBLICANS ARE or~ THE RISE, WE ARE GOING TO HAVE TO 

MAKE SOME FUNDAMENTAL CHANGES IN OUR POLITICAL THINKING. 

AS A STARTER, WE MUST DISCARD THE ATTITUDE OF EXCLUSIVENESS 

THAT HAS KEPT THE REPUBLICAN PARTY'S DOOR CLOSED TOO OFTEN 

WHILE WE GIVE SPEECHES ABOUT l<EEPING IT OPEN. 

VvE 1V1UST ERECT A TEi~T THAT IS BIG ENOUGH FOR ALL WHO CARE 

ABOUT THIS GREAT COUNTRY AND BELIEVE IN THE REPUBLICAN PARTY 

ENOUGH TO WORK THROUGH IT FOR COMMON GOALS. 
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WE MUST BE PREPARED TO OVERCOME THE CYNICISM OF 

VOTERS WITH CANDIDATES OF OUTSTANDING ABILITY AND ROCK-HARD 

INTEGRITY. PEOPLE LIKE MELVIN JENNINGS. 

I AM CONVINCED THAT THE POLITICAL LANDSCAPE--IN THE . 

PRESENT AND COMING MONTHS--PROVIDE THE OPPORTUNITY FOR 

BLACK AMERICANS TO GA IN UNPRECEDFNTED POLITICAL GROWTH AND 

INFLU ENCE IN THE REPUBLICAN PARTY. 

WE HAVE A PRESIDENT--WHO HAS NOT CHANGED HIS COURSE 
1 • r,r•f , 1:.r .. t , .. " . . --

1 N HIS DETERMINATION TO BE PRES !DENT OF .THE PEOPLE OF THIS 

GREAT LAND. HE IS KEEPING THAT PLEDGE--AND INTENDS TO CONTINUE 

TO DO SO. 

MARY LOUISE SMITH, CHAIRMAN OF THE REPUBLICAN NATIGJ AL 

COMMITTEE. CONTINUES TO ARTICULATE HER CONCERN THAT \A't/E BROADFN 

THE BASE OF Tl-f REPUBLICAN PARTY, INCLUDING BLACKS AND ~~F-f-
/ 

OTHER MINORITIES. . · (~ 

CLARK REED APPROACHED ME IN WASHINGTON SEVERAL MONTHS 

BACK AND SAID:" STAN, WE HAVE GOT TO COME UP WITH QUALIFIFD 

CANDIDATES TO CARRY THE REPUBLICAN BANNER IN THE SOUTH ... I WANT 
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,~ _YOU TO MEET A YOUNG LAWYER FROM OUR REGION:..--MEL JENNINGS. 11 

SO, · 1 SAY TO YOU TON I GHT, WE HAVE THE ELEMENTS THAT CAN 

BRING US TOGETHER. I AM CONVINCED THAT THE SPIRIT THAT BUILT 

THIS NATION IS NEITHER DEAD NOR DIMINISHED. I AM CONVINCED 

THAT WE CAN FREE OURSELVES ECONOMICALLY IF WE FREE OURS FLVES 

POLITICALLY FROM n-£ GRIPS OF THE D~MOCRATS. 

AS DEMOCRAT COLEMAN YOUNG --MAYOR OF DETROIT--TOLD A 

SENATE COMM ITTEE IN WASHI NGTON LAST WEFK: "THE DEMOCRATS HAVE 

THE MAJORITY .. : . THEY DO THE TALKI NG BUT THE REPUBLICAN 

ADMINISTRATION IS THE ONE THAT HAS BEEN LISTENING AND 

ACTING SENSITIVE TO OUR NEEDS." 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN WE ARE NOW TALKING ABOUT FULL POLITI CAL 

EQUA LITY. AS I LOOK BACK ACROSS THE PAST TWENTY YEA RS , I AM 

REMINDED OF HOW FAR AMER ICA S COME. .. OF HOW MANY BARR I ERS 

HAVE FALLEN .•• AND THE NUMBER OF PREJUDICES THAT HAVE BEEN l::AtD,., _ 
/ . ' I<:) () \ <..-\ 

TO REST. ~1 
. . !J 

THE LAWS ARE NOW ON THE BOOKS •.. WE CAN ACHIEVE HUMA~· / 

DI GNITY AND PROGRESS THROUGH THE POLITICAL PROCESS. BU T WE 
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HAVE GOT A JOB TO DO .•. AND NO ONE IS GOING TO DO IT FOR US. 

THE TIME HAS COME FOR US TO BREAK DECISIVELY WITH OUR 

POLI Tl CAL PAST AND LET THE Rf PUBLICAN PARTY KNOW THAT WF WI LL 

NO LONGER BE TAKEN FOR GRANTED BY THE RHETORIC OF DEMOCRAT 

. -POLITICANS WHO KISS OUR BABIES AND PROMISE PIE IN THE SKY 

TO OUR ADULTS ... ONLY TO BREAK THOSE PROMISES AS SOON AS 

THE VOTING BOOTHS CLOSE ON ELECTION DAY. 

WE MUST LET THE REPUBLICANS KNOW ..•. IN MISSISSIPPI AND 

THROUGHOUT THE SOUTH, IN CHICAGO AND NEW YORK AND CALIFORNIA .. . 

AND THROUGHOUT THIS LA~JD, THAT IF THEY OPEN THEIR DOORS AND DES IRE 

A PARlN ERSH IP IN P ROG RESS ... LET THEM KNOW THAT WE WI LL RES POND 

AND ARE NOT THE SLAVES OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY OR ANY ONE ---
on I ! T ! r 1 ! D fl PTV 
I '-' L- I I I '-'I \ L... l I \I, I I • 

BUT WE HAVE GOT A JOB TO DO. WE MUST LOWER OUR VOICES. 

EASE UP ON THE CLINCHED FIST SYNDR01\11E. JUST AS WE PROVED TO 

BE GOOD CIVIL RIGHTS MARCHERS IN THE 601S, WE MUST NOW 

BECOME GOOD POLITI CANS IN THE 701S. JUST AS WE PROVED TO BE,~- :·0 ~ 
/• 'y 

GOOD BOYCOTTERS IN THE t01 S. WE MUST PROVE THAT WE CAN 1
1r 
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GET OUT A GOOD VOTE IN THE 70 1S. 

WE CAN MAKE THIS SYSTEM WORK FOR US IF WE TRAVEL THE 

TWO- PARTY POLITICAL ROUTE. LET US NO LONGER BE TAKEN FOR 

GRANTED BY THE RHETORIC OF ONE PARTY. 

FOR THE GOAL WE SEEK--A BETTER COU~lTRY THROUGH BETTER 

CITIZENSHIP PARTICIPATION--WILL DEMAND MORE OF US IN THE 

701S THAN MERE ONE-PARTY SERVICE. !TWILL DFMAND HARD WORK, 

HIGH PURPOSE, ENTHUSIASM AND UNSHAKEABLE FAITH THAT WE 

WILL ATTAIN A GOAL THAT IS IN THE BEST l~!TER fST OF THIS LAND. 

TWO-PARTY POLITI CAL PART! CI PATI CN. 

TO THIS GOAL, LET US PLEDGE OURSELVES TONIGHT. 

THANK YOU. 




