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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

SEEREF/NODIS/XGDS

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

PARTICIPANTS: President Ford
Leopold Senghor, President of Senegal
Lt. General Brent Scowcroft, Deputy Assistant
to the President for National Security Affairs

DATE & TIME: Thursday, May 22, 1975
10:30 a. m.
PILACE: The Oval Office

The White House

[While the press took photos, there was small talk about Senghor's
travel in the United States. ]

President: Let me say at the outset that I am delighted to meet with
you. I know you have been here before with four previous Presidents,
I hope this will be just the first of many opportunities to get together,

In reviewing our relations, I think they have been good over the years
and I hope we can continue to strengthen them. We have a common

3»: interest in the problems of Africa and the world., I hope you will feel

“'% free to be in touch with me in order that we can work closely together
3 on these African and world problems.

Y

e We are pleased at the process of independence of the Portuguese

:3’ colonies. I hope they will be able to accomplish the independence

N

process in a manner which will be responsible and create stability
in the area.

I know you are interested in the Middle East. We are in the midst of
a reassessment. As you know, the step-by-step has been suspended.
We are seeking a peaceful solution,

m : ’

There are three major alternatives: (1) a return to the step-by-step --
that is probably unlikely now; (2) a comprehensive approach to the
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problems which have so long festered in the Middle East. That would
create problems in that we would have to be dealing with all the dif-
ferent problems szmulta.neously, (3) deal with’ the issues separately
under the umbrella of an overall solunon. :

We have: not made a decwlon and'we won't before my meetings with
Sadat and Rabin, but we will make our proposals after that. In the
meantime we are trying to avert any kind of m111tary outbreak which
would make the whole situat:lon ternbly dlfflcnlt. ‘

Pre51dent Senghor. Thank you, Mr. Pres1dent. I would like to say

a few words first about our relations with the United States. - They

are proceedmg normally. Your assistance is apprec:lated We know

your respons1b111t1es, 80 we don't ask for more aid. What we need -
~is more private 1nveatment. My good’ fnend Moore is helpmg us get

private investment,. We have no ;bzla‘teral problems. I knew your

Ambassador when he was a Secre Ty m Pans and we meet together «

from time to tlme. : -

On Amencan mvestment we call ourselves democrauc soma,hsts. -
We are not Communists, OQur pr1nc1pa1 oppos;tlon is. Gommumst /
intellectuals, We want to mdustrlahze and by the year 2000 we want

to have a per capita mcome of $ . Now we have a per cap1ta SO
income of $280; we are flfth or sixth in Afnca.. ) : oo

We have natzonahzed certain’ basac mdusbrx § ] 11ke ut111t1es and also
land. My parents owned some land, but I think this system is not
good management for efficient productlon. F;fteen pﬁrcen’t Jof the
people used to own it all and they rented it to'these ‘wh fa‘rmed it
That was not efficient, so I nationahzed it and. t}ze ‘governmi o
it. We think the Senagalese comporient must be; 0%. of, thg investment\
in components. That is our, socialism, - We beheire in. pohhcal and
religious freedom., lIam a Cathehc, whlle 80% o;E fny peeple are.

Muslim,. I wanted to make ciear éo you what'lhy ean by the term
democratic soc1ahsm.> : S S

Concerning the former Portuguese colomes, ym are aware of my recent
contacts with Spinola, ‘That 'was in Portugal,” But I- waé, he first to visit
Portugal, I told Gomez that if Portugal went Commumst that Wmld be
dangerous. The Chinese arée doing well in Africa and theé, Sov1ets are
falling behind. The ships whxch the Saviet Union ﬁave all around Africa
‘are not helpful. Gomez said’ we. should not worry about Porhlgal becormng
Communist, : e Lo ; :
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I think the former colonies are progressing well, The principaly

- problem is Angola. The FPLA is Soviet; the FNLA is Chinese-

oriented, UNITA is Europe- -oriented. I sent my Chairman of the -
Supreme Court to advise them, I told them they must maintain their .

integrity. Cabinda was integrated in 1966 and must remain. The

‘borders must be the colonial borders because otherwise there will -
be wars. Others of our friends have other ideas about Cabinda. I
maintain the prxnmple. I opposed Biafra's and Er1trea s succession
and I say the same about Cabinda. I oppose the Bamanlzatlon of .
Africa, I think the U.S. would do well to oppose the break-up of the
Afncan states into fragments. ' .

President: May I comment on a point. We endorsed the revolution

in Portugal and were pleased by the initial developments. We are

now concerned.  We are plea.sed by the vote when the Commumsts
got only 12-13%, That was only a referendum though with no legis-
lative or executive: 1mpact. The Commaumst Party is ‘small but its
influence in the government and military is great. As you know, the

- military is the basic force,.and there are’ thos# in the m1111:ary Who .

are sympathetic with Communist views, I don't think that reflects
the Portuguese people.‘ I don't know what we ca.n do about it, but we
think the people should decide, not a small group-deciding for ‘the
country. We see no good in gomg irom a dictatorship of the right to
one of the left. We are concerned about the NATO relationship, I
will be discussing this with tho NATO leaders next Week and W‘Lth
Portuguese leaders. : S :

But this is one concern, and 1 thlnk you know thaéz a small group can
take over control of the country in vmlatwn of the w‘iahes of the people.

President Senghor: B I agree there is a danger of Comznunlsm. I think
your policy of consultation is best. I am keeping in tou;ch with the
Soviets. I agree your- consultatlon idea is the best approach

Preeldent* I ca.n assure you we do favor a st’abxhza’tlo‘n in borders ‘
and governments in Africa and we don't support any country moving in
in a time of trouble or 1nstab111ty and mod1fying the borders of another.

President Senghor: 1I belleve the Afncans mll have enough good sense,

even when they call themselves: Marmsts -- as do the Congolese -- to

.not fall under Communist do‘mina'ézon. “We refuse to 'sign the fisheries

agreement with the Sovief»:,U_nidn. Afrlcan countries want to be 1ndependent.

SEBERET/NODIS/XGDS




; ¥x
oo

SPEREE/NODIS/XGDS ' 4

We want our own way to socialism, We want our intellectual indepen-
dence, not only from the ideas of Western Europe, but from even
'those who - call themselves Marxists.

On the Middle East, 1 was chairman of a delegation of African States
which went two times to Israel and Egypt. I asked Mrs, Meir to
pledge not to occupy Arab territory after a settlement. Eban called ‘
my Ambassador and ~ together to make a statement, but Mrs. Meir
said no at the last moment. We have an Iaraeli representative and

a PLO representatwe in Dakar. Why? We have Jews in Dakar and

I have my Jewish friends. But the PLOis ‘the most moderate. No
respectable Arab wants to destroy Israel but there must be a Pales-
tinian state with an Arab majonty :

We favor the Ainencan efforts under Seécretary Kissinger, When he
got the Nobel Prize, we thought he was the best to do it because he
was a Jew, intelligent, etc. We were sorry to see the failure of the -
step-by-step. I think there must be a series of agreements.i I talked
to Goldmann in Dakar. I went to Austria to meet with Kreisky. Here
I will meet with Jewish leaders and urge them to begm direct talks
with the Palestinians. I say nothing bad about Sadat -~ he had a black
grandmother -- but he looks after the mterests of Egypt. Aaad looks
after the interests of Syria, but no one w111 sxgn unless there is a
recognition of a Palestinian state. : : :

To sum up, we support your efforts, Mr., President. We think thei'e
must be a secure and independent Israel and a Palestine on the basis
of secret direct talks between Israel and the Palestinians. :

President: I am grateful for your in-depth ana.lysm of the 81tua’tmn.
I think making your observations to Jewish leaders will help greatly.
I have always been dedicated to Israel's survival, but the thrust of

 our policy must be to a just and.secure peace and we will make every

effort to accomplish that, We are all grateful for Secretary. Kwsmger CH
efforts, We think the Yom Klppur war laid the basis for moving toward

peace. Secretary Kissinger is thg mos:t popular man in the United States. B

He has my complete support as we move toward peace.. [ would be

) interested in the reaction of Jewish leaders. With your backgrﬁund

and contacts, they should hsten very carefully.‘ :
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President Senghor: May I turn to the problem of great concern to
us -- raw materials and the Paris Conference [the Prepcon]. The

77 met earlier in Dakar to take up this problem, to which the Third
World is very attached. There is a liaison between the developed

and the underdeveloped coming. Idiscussed this in Mexico. The
Paris Conference was a pos1t1ve fa11ure because we now see the views
of the two sides, 1 agreed with the 1dea to call for the reconvening

of the Paris. Conferenqe, and I W111 see Giscard to that end.

The Dakar con.ference represents our principles. We think the Paris
Conference should just take up the pr1nc1p1es. At Salzburg last year
I mentioned 1ndex1ng. We see the fluctuation in raw materials prices,
but industrial prices never drop. My minister says we can plan on

a 20% price increase per.year. ' '

We are fortunate we have phosphates, but for some lacklocked countries,
their survival is at stake. We think the Paris Conference should
reconvene to discuss these problems. We think the developing countries
should be helped, without creating stagnation in developed countries,

President: We are sympathetic. Our principal concern right now is
energy. We were hurt badly by the energy price rise -- though not so badly
as Europe or Japan. We are trying to develop energy independence if
Congress would cooperate,

We tried to develop a good position for the Prepcon. We are disappointed
that the conference, which had an energy focus, had the whole commodity
problem injected. We do want to work with all the participants to solve
the commodity problem, and we will, We recognize the wide swing of
commodity prices which damage the world economy, but we think we
should move on a case-by-case basis and I think we would complicate

a solution if we put all these in one conference. I am meeting with NATO
leaders next week and I will be taking this approach as we address the
energy and commodity problems.

President Senghor: I understand, Mr., President, but a journalist told
me Secretary Kissinger accepts a general discussion before going on to
energy., We accept that. We agree to discuss energy but want to see
the principles addressed which would apply to other commodities which
are our principal problem.
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President: We think we can solve the energy problem fairly quickly.
Energy prices have gone up sharply since the Yom Kippur war. Once
we solve the energy problem -- quickly, I hope -- we can move onward
to other issues. To put them all together would slow the whole thing.
The overtones of the energy problem world-wide necessitate our focus
on it first. Then we can turn to the other commodity issues.

Presgident Senghor: I don't want totake up too much of your time, Thank
you for taking so much time. As I said, our bilateral relations are
developing satisfactorily. The views I expressed represent those of

the Francophone countries, Senegal is a country of dialogue and I hope
to continue that.

Presgident: Thank you, We can continue at lunch.

I appreciate the opportunity to meet with you,
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