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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON, D.C. Z0506 

Septem.ber 2, 1976 

NationCll Security Study Memorandum 246 

TO: The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Assistant to the President for 

National Security Affairs 
The Director, Office of Management and Budget 
The Director. Arms Control and Dis~,rnlalTIent Agency 
Thc Director of Central Intelligence 

SUBJECT: NaUonal Defense Policy and Military Posture 

I would like a thorough review and c:..nalysis of O'.1r no,tiona.1 defense policy 
and military pOE:t'-n>~. This revj.ew should consider in det8,il tb.c f.ecurity 
and foreign policy i:Jlpact of a l'al~ge of aHcrrw.tive strategies for our 
stratcGic and genu.-al l:urposG forces. 

-.~ The cun:en:c ,ad P~'ojc:\cted threat to the UnHed States, Hs 
allies and U. S. security interest throughoul: the world. 

-- Foreign r;8Hcy objediv'cs and definable trends which influence 
these objective s. 

-- The overall defense posture necessary to assure U. S. security 
and foreign policy jnterests, including the desired balance between 
strategic and general purpose forces, luanpower objectives, and prepared­
ness. 

-- Anns control considerations and implications. 

Budgetary considerations and implications. 

The study should be conducted under the aegis of the NSC Defense Review 
Panel. The study group should be con1posed of representatives of the 
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recipients of this memorandum and chaired by a representative of the 
Chairman of the NSC Defense Review Panel. 

An interim report should be submitted for my consideration not later 
than November 15, 1976, and a final report not later than Decernber 1, 

1976. 

cc: The Ch~.dJ:·r:·)'il1, Joir:..t Cldefs of SU:~ff 

The Di:o~c:ctor, Selective Se:rvice Systeul 

The AdrniniGtrator, Gene::"al Sel·vices Adrn.inish.:'\.tion 
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