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27..1­National Sec\ll"ily Stnny Mcm.orandmn 

The Secretary of Defense 
TO: The Deputy Sccretarr of St~te 

The Director of CC:1tr<..l Intelligence 

U. S. Security Interests in the Azores 
SUBJECT: 

The President has directed a priority review of U. S. security interests 

in the Azores. The study should identify: 

C __ The political am1 military signiHcance of U. S. base rights and-
facilities in the Azores 1n terD1S of tbeir contributioll ti to beth U. S. and 

NATO security interests • 

.... U. S. policy and options under the range of PQ!::sible conditions ue 
including: ccntinu:ltion of existing base arran~enlents, a portug se 
request for more limited U. S. ~ccesS and "se, a portuguese demand 
for U. S. withdrawal £rom. the Azores, or a U. S. decision to withdraw• 

.... Alternative arrangem.ents, if required, for the transfer of essential 

Azores operations to other locations, including an exan.ination of the 
,

ulilitary and political ilnplications of such relocation, and the pros and I 
\
\ .cons associated with variou!.; relocation sites. 
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The study should take into account, as appropriate, the worl\. ~lreat1y 
carried out in rC:-iponse to NSSl\'ls 189, 196 ~lld 20S. 

The Prc~ide!lt has directed that the sht<!y be undert::l.l\.en by an..!~?~ 
NSC inl:cra:.~('l1l'y group compri:;fi1g r(·pl"esent:\ti.v(~S of the addressees of 
thi:> n1('mo 'amlul'n and ~l l'C;pl'~~(!Jlt.~ti\'c of the NSC staff anti uncler the 
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ch~irmanf,hip of the repl"e scntative of the Dcpartrllent of State. The 
study shuuld bo forwarded 110 later than April 1<1, 1975, for considera!:ion 
by the S<?nior Review Group. 
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Alrr. 0Hcnry • \.lsslngcr 

cc: The Chairm.an, Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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