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TO: 	 The Sec r(~1.al'y u[ Sb tc 
The Sec retary o[ Dcf(~n E:e 

The Director, Anns Control and Disannanwnt Agency 

SUBJECT: 	 U. S. Anti-Satellite CapaJJi1ities 

The Presjdent is concerned about the increash1g usc by the USSR of 
space-based assets [or direct support of their IniUtary forces. This 
trend, which can be expG.ctcd to continue and \svhich is typified by the 
Soviet use of ocean surveillance satell:ite s to provide real-tilne target­
ing data for long-range anti-ship IT1issiles, is substantially increasing 
the effectiveness of Soviet forces. It represents a direct Inilit-ary 
threat to the combat force s of the United State s. In light of these 
developD1ents, the President has reassessed U, S. policy regarding 
acquisi tjon of an anti- sate1~ite capability and has decided that the 
Soviets should not be allowed an exclusive sanctuary in space for 

critical milibry SUppol"ting satellites. 

PoJicyy.rith Rcspc:ct to ,(T. S. Anti-Satellite C2.pability 

The President wishes to emphasize that the United States, will continue 
to stress internatjonal treaty obligabons in space, including free use 
of outer space and non-h1terference ,:vith national technical Incans. 
Ho\vcver, to counter the direct !l1ilitary threat posed by certain Soviet 
space assets not covered by the tern1S of current treaty obligations, 
as well as to protect against higher level conflict situations in which 
the Soviets n1ight abrogate current agreelTIents, the President has 
decided tbat the United States should acc]1.lire a non-nuclear anti ­
sal'c]]itc cap<1j)Hity which could selectively nulliIy certain IYlilitarily 
in1porbnt Soviet ~;p;:1ce sysi-erns, should that bCCOITIe n(~cessary. In 
order to uc aulc to u!;e sHch an anti-satellite capability in a reversible, 
less provocdivc \vay at 10\,'\,cr crisis tbresholrh;, as well as to acconl.·· 
pUsh rnorc pernl;\l1Cnt kill in high level crisc.:s and conflicts, n1can s 
for 1>oth c:lcctrouic ])ulli[ication and physical destruction should ue 
ptl r ~;1.1 eel. 
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The Prec;ic1cnt directs that the Secretary of Defense take il11rnediate 
step~;, toward tlle acquisition of J1on-11tlclc~r anti-satellite capability, 
incJuc1ing 11i cans for electronic nullification as well as physic).1 

destruction. 

An anti.-satcllite interceptor should be acquired on an expedited basis. 
It should be capable of destroying low altitude satellites and of 
nullifying a small number (6 -1 0) of important Soviet military satellites 

witbin a period of one week. 

A separate capability to electronically nullify critical Soviet Ihilitary 
satellites at all altitudes up to synchronous should also be acquired on 

an urgent basis. 

In order to avoid stinlUlating Soviet actions to counter electronically 
U. S. high altitude COMINT and ELINT collectors, the IIfact ofll a 
U. S. electronic anti-satellite capability should be classified and 
special cCJlnpartrnented security procedures should be used to protect 
the confidentb:lity of the existence and detailed characteristics of the 
program. Special procedures should also be established to review and 
authoriz,e tests of electronic tecluliques. The Ilfact ofll a U. S. low 
altUmlc anti- satellite interceptor should he trf'ili"cd as unclas sified 
and Donnal security procedures applied to tbe prograni details. 

Arl1is Control Initiabves 

The President further directs the Director of the Anns Control and 
Disarmanlcnt Agcncy to idenUfy and assess arn~s control initiatives 
t11at would complcnicnt developl1ient of a lilnited anti-satellite capability 
in an overall policy toward m,ilitary space activities by: 

1. 	 Rcsb'icting devcloprnent of high altitude anti": satellite interceptor 

capabilities. 

2. 	 Raising the crisis threshold for use of an anti-satellite. 

3. 	 ClariIying ;lets which constitute jntcl:Iercncc with space systerns. 
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Thi s effort ~;1)()111<1 1)(: coordinated with the Sl'crctal'Y of Defcns e, 
the Secretary of ~;talc, and the. Djrcctor of C('n11'al Intelligence. 
It should not delay the acquisition actions called for in this 

mC1TIOl' and urn. 

cc: 	 The Chairman, Joint Chh:fs of Staff 
The Director of Central Intelligence 
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