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1 

THE HJUTE HOUSE 

TEXT OF LETTERS FRO!'I ITHE PRES I DENT TO THE 
SPEAK~R OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

fu"JD THE .PRES IDEttT OF THE SEN ATE 
I 
I 
I I • ·q, , ' I 19. 1977 

I 

Dear Mr. Speake~ : ( De ar Mr. Pteside nt:) 

. ) ~I m transmitting herewith dra t le gislation , 
1 
"To 

authorize -appro~ri ations forte a cquisition, 
i mprovement, reh ab ili t ation , a d ma i nt e nance of t he 
Nationa l .Park System and ~atio al Wildlife Refuges, 
and to increase 1grants to commttni t i e s to imprdve 
park and recreation facil:itiesi 11 Appropriations for 
the implementation of the Act ~re requested i~ a 
1977 supplemental ap~ropriatioqs . reque st whicH has 
been transmitted with the 1978 

1
Budget. 

This proposal; . '!The Bic entenni~l ~and . Herita~e Act 11 

is similar . to draTt legisla t1.ort . which r . transmit t ed 
to the 94th Congress on August 

1
31, 1976. Because 

the 94th Congress . adj-ou:r:-ned si!Je die wi-thout acting 
on this matter, I am retransmi~ting the draft l e gis ­
lation which ·accompaniedmy AU€?jUSt 31 message. 

I 
The Bicentennial. Land Heritage 1Program \-.rould establish 
a ten year national commitment 1to double America' s 
heritage o~ national parks, reqreation areas, wildlife 
refuges, urban parks and histo~ic sites. It would 
authorize the· appropriation of t$1. 5 billion for the 
acquisition, improvement ~ . reha~ilitation, and main~ 
tenance· of. the National Park S~stem and National 
Wildlife Refuges, and .would .inctrease grants to 
communities to improve park- andj recreation fac_ilit i e s. 

I 
Enactment of my proposal would testablish a $1.5 billion 
program to: 1 

I 
provide $141 million to b~ used to acquire lands 
for parks, wildlife refugets·, recreation areas, 
and .historic sites; 1 

provide $959 million to upgrade and . develop new 
and existing parks and refBJ.ge s into recreation 
and conservation resources!'> r eady · to serv·e the 
public; 4 

3 

provide $200 million for increas e d staffing for 
the national pa~ks and wildlife refuge s ; and, 

0 

provide $200 million for g~ant s to cities to 
upgrade pres ent park are a sl i n disrepair. 

I 

This program will significantly' influence the future of 
the 31 million-acre National Pa~k Sys t em. The System, 
with its . 29l .. areas, contains outst anding natu~al features 
and historic sites. Thi s progrtm wil l provide for 
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developing and maintaining t. e $e areas to t he 1highes t 
standar ds; standards befitting lthe nat ionally s i gnific ant 
re sources~ to b ~ f ound . in the s~ areas . The program will 
assure sufficient managemen t a~d prot€ ction of the 
r e sources in our par k ar eas , a~d will a lso .fina nc e t he 
facilities and personne l needed ·to make the s e re sourc es 
available . to thq · visiting publi c. The additi~n of l and s 
to the System, coupled wi th effe ct ive resourc e manage~ 
ment, will increase opport unit ies fo r · outdoor re creation, 
as well as insUlj'.e the protectichn and perpetua~ion of 
park resources ·for · futur e. genefat i ons . Their inclusion 
would . als.o help . to alleviate overcrowding problems at 
some area~~ currently in the. Sy~t em · which have

1
experienced 

sharply acceler~ted visitationlduring recent years. . I 

The Bicentennial La~d Heritage 'Program will also be 
i mportant to . the Nat i onal Wildlife Refu ge System. The 
385 National Wildl ife. Refu~e s ~hich encompass 34 million 
acres provide .habita t :for a wide ·variety of the Nation's 
fish and wildliite. Funds authdrize d. by the B:i!c ent ennial 
Land Heritage Act · will .be used Ito increase the· size of 
the staff .. which manages refuges, and to repair, r eha­
bilitate, -constrtuct , . and . maintc!in . facilities. 1 In 
addition, funds will be -availathe for the .. acquisition 
of new refuges. : 

To ass'ist. in ne~d-ed rna:tntena-ncs and impi'oveme~t of urban 
parks and~ recreation f~cilitie~ the. Program would also 
authorize . $2.00 mill'ion of addi~ional funds .: for the 
Community . Devel~pment Block Gr3nt Program, pi..irsuant to 
the Houslng . and . Community Deve~opment Act of 1974-. It 
will be st·rongly urged that thE1se additional funds be 
used :for recreation programs. 1 . . 

- . . , . I , -· - . 
In my ·August -31 message origin9ily transmitting this bill, 
I urged the Congre ss. to join w~th me in reaffirming our 
1~ation 's commitment to preserve

1 
the best .of our ·vast and 

beautifuL -country ~nd: tbe wild~ife inhabitating it. I 
now repe.at .my request.- This pi)ogram · represents a sound 
investment. in America ·which wiljl pay off handsomely by 
permanently - insuring. and -_ enri'ch1ing the . natural treasures 
to be inherited by futur-e .genel"'jati'ons. All Americans 
must stand -- commi:tted to cons~rv1e . and cherish our incom­
parable natural heritage ;.. _ our1 wildlife,- our .air, our 
water resources ·and Gur. .land . itJSelf. · As our Nation 
begins its third century, we- mufSt renew .our commitment 
to save this . great natural heriltag·e for the enjoyment 
of future generation~. of Americ~ns. 

l 
Accordingly, I ~trongly · urge th~ : congress - to enact the 
proposed 11Bicentennial Land Hert;i. tage Act 11 which establishes 
a program designed to ensure th~ fulfillment of this · 
national commitment. 4 

3 
Sincerely, 2 

t 

0 

I 

. I 

GERALD R. FORD I 
I 
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