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Office of the White House Press Secretary 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

TEXT OF A TELEGRAM FROM PRESIDENT FORD TO 
PRESIDENT-ELECT CARTER 

Dear Jimmy: 

It is apparent now that you have won our long and intense struggle for 
the Presidency. I congratulate you· on your victory. 

As one who ha~ been honored to serve the people of this great land 
both in the Congress and as President -- I believe that we must now 
put the divisions of the campaign behind us and unite the country once 
again in the common pursuit of peace and prosperity. 

Although there will continue to be disagreements over the best means to 
use in pursuing our goals, I want to assure you that you will have my 
complete and whole-hearted support as you take the oath of office this 
January. ,~'\., 

I 

I also pledge to you that I and all members of my .Administration will do all 
that we can to :insure that you begin yf)ur term as smoothly and effectively 
as possible. 

May God bless you and your family as you undertake your new responsibilities. 

Sincerely, 

Jerry Ford 
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