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· ;. . 'I 1· 'F • ., · · ' • :>r . · · "'· .. . ., ·t :t ,. 

,M;)'tm~~EN: · .:.~o~Et.(i:f·y~J Jia·~:~~. ~sk·~a. tq_ 1:~ik · · · ;; ··· 
• • . .• . ~ . • - ·, - .•, - . . . .~ ', . r. t: .... 

to the pol1 t1cal leaders on the boat and some of these .. , . 
gentlemen have just come dow~ from talking to the ' · · 

f . ·- . ' ' {, ~ • .._ .. •' . l- .. • . ~ . 

President and telling th.e President of. thEfii" .$-uppor~. 

"'· .~ 

Let me announce their.· names and then 'theY.. ,pp.n. j U$t come 
up her.~ a~.?~~,¥0\.\',9ctnv#k'tli~,~1.,jp~r· q~e:~t,~9ri~···~~~ ·.; .. ~: ,\! .. , . ! ... , 11 

',. ' .';· c .-~ :·_. -~- ~ •. .t:· ~ ~ • 

These are all, inci4entally, well-knot-m 
Democrats and: many ::of :fliem "holde'rs1 of. h,i~h 1 cfiti~e. 

'.' . - . : ·' ' ' '.· ·,. ~ ,j. 

. . 
lATe .~ave,. fJt:~t of .s:tll_,. former Co11g:e~~JT}an .~P.d 

former Governo~·tPf ~i.~s,i.S$.ipp,l;, J(?,hn ~elJ,.:~J.lliams ;··.the ,. ,. 
former Govet'nor: ·p:f Lou_~sJ~})il, · ,~()bert Krnno:~ ;, ., ~~f.~ ... ! grmep .,.:\ .. :; ;, 
Governor of Geor~ia, ]'{arvin·_·Griffln; we h·a.ve former· ·· · 
Georgi~ ~:at_~,.. R.~P,res.~p.t£t;t.i.ye. S~~~~ .~immer.;q .and~ j-1~ h~ve 
~rs. Vl.rgJ..nia· Suggs· of Moptgohi:ery;, AlabaJI'\a~· •who wa·$ .. · ·. . , 
appointed il"l'l972 by Governor t--!allaee as Co-Cba~rman qf"·~ .. :· .. : 
the National Hpmen fpr ~~llace organization. I. am' sorry, · 
but I forg~ty Congi'~-ssma·h W!tl.Iairl: Colmer of/ :Mississippi. 
He is former· Congressman t-<7illiam Colmer of Mi~sissippi, who 
at one time; was · Cha'fm~·n ~ pf: ... the Hous:e Rtiles 'comm-i'ttee. ·J-·, ._, ···~·-'Jf'i..r·:· .. ·.- .,,.,,.,. .. ··::. . t·,-· )'·; 

' (~ ··,·'a_t 'i. ,,) - 4 . ' --~ f.- ._"'t' <.:~-· ·-:: '. ~'. ··-·~ ':J...',' ... '; ., .. - -·~::r··~-
I 'don.' t l<now -it apypoqy h~s. a,ily .statement. · . . ' .. 

' • "f • • ..... _ ... • • 4 • ;'" f ' . ·. .•• • ..t • •';." 4.;.;.: J . t .. · . . -·: to make or whether they w1.11· s·J.m:ply ~·nsw~r y~u.r"":q.ues·tJons .... 

MR: WIL~~AM's': ~~- ~,.Jri~ ~!!:l.~. ~itflant~.ti and.· I 
am not runn1ng for anyth1ng. ,

1 
...... ., •• 

1
,. ·:_,. 

··~·~· ... ·-:"'~: ...... ~~ ?.· ...... ~ ,. . -~-:;.). :r·~..:: >,··:~·:<..;h~ -~::> . ·;;. ·:·. ·· .... ~. 1.~-- . ,_, ...... ~ 
Q,,., .,.Yffl.>: ~r.e vq~,:~u~por~.~ng Pfe~-~~~Jl:t~:fprdt>. .::;. ;.!··•" 

Mr. Willi~s~. ;.. .. . . ·• 
' . ~ \ .-

) i 

;.~;~··:~:,-:.,:.i~r ,, ;·. 
I" • ;: .l ·. (" -:~ ·n • . .,. ~ 

~ ·~ .... ' 
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MR. WILLIAMS: There are reasons why I support 
Mr. ~ol'd .. -.Qf ... QOJ.lrS~f!:;:I know Mr. Ford both as a personal ' , " . •' ' ;. " ' . , - '\ . , 

and philosoph1cal friend and have for many, many years 
as a colleague in the Congress-·;· but ~~more· than that I 
don't think i't wfli-come as any surprise to anyone who 
knows my background of independEm~~; ·· - ._ ." 

•. '·; ·.- '· , ~J,, . : ·_··~. ~·:· --r_t • )}';'"'')~;· ,(•'_, 

I support Mr. Ford anc;i Ml"•; -B~e because I 
believe tha~: the·y~ are t}le two' ~st. panrli~fa~-s r'ui'in·iftg 
on the best platform that -is:::availetbl~ !"to tha people of 
America. Fo'I' . some 40 .years· th~ · F"ed~ral,: .Government has 
been engaged in expansion, more :.and::mtQ;re expansion over 
the years. · \ ·· ' 'i.. -~ •. ~.,.:;: : -,?•" .. , :!· 

"'~ -· ·:t, o' •• 

' . ' {·\'·") . .,.~~.;· . 
I think what we ne~d ·-no,w;--~is• containment of 

the powers of t_he Federal eoVe"C'nment~, not.· mor~· ·expa'nsion, 
and I bel.ieve that President Fqrd and. th~ '1platform of 
the Repu.b],.ice?-n Party. tend to go in' ili·at direc~i,on th~n ... _ 
the Democratic Party and its candidates·~ · · : ' -.. . . . \:' 

MR. lr7ILLIAMS: I really don't ~ow what I am 
at this point. I have been a Democ·rat all my l'ife, of: 
course, but~ 'the Democratic 'Party ·seems to have· left· · 
me long. 'ago •. . ..... 

I 1 ~'· ' 

'·> 

.When· wafil the last time you-.-e·ndorsed<: -- ' ·· , ,_ ;'~ 
"·~ ' " ... ;- . :·.~ ' ' -~~ . . .:. J:~ .. ~... . ... k~t. ~ t ,.,:: '>:~- ~- . .:- -~ .. --·. ~~' _.} 

MR •.. Wi:LLIAMS:. ·You have s6me: btlfe~s up he~,' ··i' 

that you might want .to ask qu~st-:Zons:;•: <·:·r' rk'g your pardon •. 
. ~ t • . !" ~ . .,. •• ; • ' ' ~. ~ "!' 

t ~ •I f I ~ '1" ' 

Q When was' the ·last time you -~-upported' ~- ·, 
Democrat for. Pr~s_ident? ~- ~··, · ,. ,, 

. ,._~., ,., 

MR'. W<ILLIAMS: 1952, and I ·was not too proud 

~~ '·. 1 j 

of that:, ·as tbirigs turned out;· I- take it back.· --~I,,,, 
support~d- GE!orgE{ Wal•JJice, a: gootl Democra:f.: · · .:; · ,, r · ••· .-:''' ·>•· · --~' 

~.,·~ ',: ~. ·.,·;· • .;_; ,,_• .·~· < ,'·, ~~-~ .!')• I.:"' ; •, ,:' 't: '• ~~': ,. '", ' ; t '0#',:; -~··~'\}, ,..,~ 

MR'~ ·GffiFFIN:' I am Marvin· Griff1n:•;-~J)e1n0o~a'tic' . ' 
former Govei>t·nor~ 'tff· Georgia:. ·- : ~- ~· ···- '· .:..~. ,. '~ ~, · ·· ,_ 

•· .-•• ;~ .;-; .. ..;j .) ;·. ::··#•: :,>'? . --~ .. '": ~~~~. ·~ ..... ··, ·: r 7 .-: • ;"', 

; .. Q! ·"·~·~·:.~py····ar~ you suppo'!'tlng: -President'>t'oy,a? _ ·~~ .' '• '.>' .. 
'. ). '·:~~~-~ ' .. tf~ \-.{ • . ··-~·),~ ·, __ .. ·:_ ~-. . .· :. · .. t.l :~1;\ ~. ,;_:;_-,_,:1;- ... t·.• .>4hl ·,·.:.·t.; ; .... '· .. : 

. ·· •• r ~MR:i. 'GRIF:rl:tf.': l-:~(m suppo~tirig· Presi-derrt~: Fb!'Ci~·.-, · i,J. ., 
because 1.r am· conservative.. -~n prine·iples;,. '.C.Ol'lftX"Vat'ive. ··- ... 
in condtict'. -:ari~l' I ,:l>e-lieve the Ford-Dol'8. ·t·icl«!t wil-l · .. ,· -: ". 
be t·he best for the Urii ted States. ····· 

.Q 

' ·•. ,,·_. t,' ·.> .. -.·~..r. ~~- :. :..w, ;_ ...... · .. 't:(:: '. :... . - . , .. 'I_ • 

. . Hb.w Sio. you., th.ink Georg'i·a will ~o:?~·· 
,_ >!.. • . t ~- .. . 

··r 

1 MR-. GRIFFIN,,:y, Of;.~9u~~:, .~ bave~lUibth&r •f'ot>mer 
f.;overnor· and incidentally I was Go~~'b·Oi":··a:~.mii!rber~!Of·!f.;-r •1 

• ;·:~ 
years before the present candidate for the Presidency · 
on the Dem~,~t~:- ti~}:<et;~ ~-~-.,1.~:r~ri_,.if a~·Ge~rgi_an~< but . 
I want to say here and now that . there are many, mi!'totyt-· :' .-: 1 •• : ~ .. 
other Georgians besides myself who do not espouse his 
kind of political philo$ophy. ·:<; )i' 

MORE 

• 
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' c•~ ._l..,j I ~i."!f!:.,"'":; • 

Does that mean Georgia w:l-11· bEi ifG>r··Ford? 
• .,.., •••• \ [ •• • _; • • • ..- .. -;_.:- <I 

:~ · ~l: ";~,~~~·:GRir~~;tJ · ~lf.6\ ;.~ ~~~uld i)ik~ to. t~ll }t like 
I think it,_.rilt.!~· -!~'·will be a harQ. job, I think. !Mr. · . 
Carter ... b.e;ng: a: na'"'t'ive~ G·eorglan~ '.' I wonJt,. say.· that he 

,: ~---. > • • ~ ' -· ·- ( \ • • ~. ·- ,_ ' 

wont t car;o:y X:.. t_:;e~ngia.~' r say wf!'. are going to do our 
dead level best to keep him from carrying it. 

v· , :. ~ .. : ~ -- J 

MR.-.:GRIFFIM:-~ '· I· think President· .ro.rd ,.~;'and thc:it_'' ~ 
is one reason· Il am ~board the~ NATCHEZ Nine today --·:..·'has , . 

• t 1 ... ~. • ~ • • • • : {:-

h1.s record antic now~' I can· afford to say th1.s because I 
was an ardent supporter of Governor Carter in his race 
for Governo]:" of Georgia in 1970.~ .I endo:rsed··him at a ... 
luncheon of th~~tlant'cl!'Pf'ess·News Media about twd·t' · :;;.· .. 
weeks before the primary, but his Reorganization Act 
that he likes to talk about so. mup:}l .I· merely ca:1n.· 1t'b 
your atten.tipn. and g.i~:e a(~epE!t1ition,.~of PI'esident· Ford's 
figures that he· used! ~h~. oth~r n~~h;1:_:on the 'debates_, 
and that is;·this: · · ···<,· '· 'l.. : •.•.... r·; ., .: · ' 

. .[ . ..., c; of • 1 ~ . \.1 •. t.· r~ · ...... -"~ 7~.i-~ ·, ,·.;i'j ;:~ ~ ~ :} .' " '~· . ·:·- \ -~-

'\ihen Mr. Cat'ltef! '·'6ame;; into . the Governor's Office:··:· 
of Georgia,· tl;\e. budget of our State.· was- $•1 billion· 50 
million. Four years· later·s when he 'went out of office;·.: .. , . 
the bud~et was Sl billion 700 million. t~hen Mr. Ca~ter 
became Governor in January 19 71 ,. t;here were 4 8 t 0'00: : , 1 > 
State employees on theY payroll. · Nit-~· he went·; but· o·f' · :· ,,; 
office four yea~s later,> thet.e·· were ~0 million -- 60' ooo·;· 
and let me be sure we have got that corrected -- not 
60 million, 6o,ooo -- St_ate empl(:)y~~s or·an~increase _of. 
12, ooo over four yecttls, ·. · · :· ·, '· . . · · ' . ~ ~ .. ~'~. 

.. . ~·· ~.: .~ 

Th~ .pres·ent Governor',· wh_q· :·i$: doing his best _j ·; 
and I think doing a'ri outstanding ··3 ob -~~ he is·. a· supporte'r _·· · 
and has been of Gover'nor' ·cart'er. · H~.'·. :!=laid that he in'berl ted 
a welfare mess and a Medicaid mess that was a shambles • 

..... . • 
'• 

Well, 'I am not one to'doubt the present 
Governor of Georgia, but I say if.w~.get a·reorg~n:fzatio 
of the Federal Government alone, along.the lines that. 
this gentleman says he reorganized., the ,Government: o:f'' ·. 
Georgia, t};len the country is in a devil of a fix,in my 
opinion. 

Any other.questi~ps • 
. c 

,; ' 

. ' 
.. ' -::! · .. ~ .. 

\'-, . 

. ,, 1 i.'. 

i. ~ .: .. 

. .. 
:~ ' ~ .: . 

... .. -.. · "" . 

• 

'· :) 

... .! • . 
t, ..• · 

'' 

. ~ ' ., 

.:. L, ~· 

~- ... 

-~. J. --...1 ·~ •• 

. .. . ' 

. • • .• .;: t: 
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• , A' I f ' i • •,oJ. 'f": ·~j , ' t : « ~ '~ •. ·~ ( .-t 
Q Yes. Governor~ didn't the pt'esent Governor 

of Georgia say_ that heW~$ co~pl4in;i.ng .abou:t.fedet;t~l handli.ng 
and not about Govet;tnor Carter's flan4ling of.State Medicaid? 

' .'· ' 

MR. GRIFFIN: That is. wh.~.t he. S
1

aid. 'That)s what 
he said by way of explanatiort. ,';r.h~.t ls n,ot. what h~ ~a;i.d 
in the premise. 

Q Are you ;unning for·anything.now? 

MR:· .GRIFFIN: 149·.. t.;-~ 6.9 y~ars old1_ qz:<was 
the 4th of this month, anct I. am not running. for anything, 
and I am not doir1g .~ny -~o~e · th,=tp I caq. ·get ou-t' o!_, dPAI'J.·i-· 
(Laughter) _J · · · 

.~' 
.·~ l ' 

. -~ 

1·-t- ,. . • . _·1 •• ·, • . • J ·,. • 

Q Governor.,~ c~n ~0:1J- _compar.~, G~yez:np:r .. f::a~te:r. 
with one joree birqT. · _: ·, .t ·. . , . : ... ) l ,:, 

_,.,-,; 

.• ' 
. ~ . " . 

·- ... 
,, ·~· : • • • ~· .' .. _! _: > • ':>c"···"'-~ .,_ ....... ~: ..• ! · .r~ .::.-~·-·· 

MR. GR:tft'IN: N~~ . J~ ,~s ~flc~~--~~ ~ft .. tl_e 'Jeliow: • :1 ... 
whose name was John Hancock and they were tak1ng the ,. · :! ;, 

·~ ~' .\ . ; :--

school roll, and the teacher was a little facetious. She 
said, "Are you ~!'\e. John H.~1tl9.?9~- t,h.at ~~,ig~e_p. 1:~e..l.p~_+.~ratio,f;l. 
of Independence?" ,. He . s~;i.d ,_, "No':' ma 'fl~., I .w,~s ~,ot 1 , ~ut if· 
I have been there, J· ·9~ipil. s~:r.e· w9_ul~f hay~,'.'., }\nc;i~ ,+ wpu,lc;l . . .· 

.,_ '"' 

have made him a jor~~~ a't .th~ t:ime i.f we: 1,\ad:' had~, sos:ne-; , ~. . .. ,,·~ :. 
similar periods. ·. · · .!' · ~,;~~ · ..• 'f , ~- ·.-~,; .. .-. . · ,··: .·. ··' · ·· · ·· 

r ~ '1 :..-; 1 ·., '~': ,. ·~ I, . '• ., '· ;'"~ .:· ,l ·; ;' • ., t ~:- . 

Q ~overnor, ·what poli tipal effeqt hP.-~-" , ~ ., .• , .. . . t:. 

Carter t s comments . in . ~he . Playboy. Maga~ine .. arti9~~ . h,~d.. . ' ' c 

on his chances in the South? · . , 
.,....,... . . ~ ;: .. r~ "\ . :.\ ,_ ·. '. . ' ' .· .• 

.· .;. ro:. . ·~. ,... . ; ' ) ~ ··..-:··.-''!...' 

MR. GRIFFIN: I don't know too much about that~ 
You know, I think that , what he s(lid. is .faiJ"lY. n.a~ural,, it r .· ~ 

vr t' 1.' "": . · ' ·' r·' ·. 1 ~ · · · · '·.-' · • · .. 

is human, but then,.· I veey seriously doubt .. his saying -~ .. 
........... ,. • ••• • • ' • - • < •• • • • ' 

so. It 
Tell it 
I would 

is a~t ~\i.~!l~ · t~ .. tell, whci!:t yoH w~nt. ~o -,tel;L: . 
all t6 the' ~!H';can pe,Qple .. but ~ .dpn '.t b~l1~ve 
have told that'~ · (Laughter)· · .. · 

Q, Has it hurt Gover~or Carter.·' in.' the so~th? . 
·- ~ I • . . , ,: ~ .. ~; "' '. • • ., 

.. · : .• . _· . '·''l .~;.. •(.~~-~: ... : ... ·:·~.~: 

MR. GRIFFIN i What is that?: 
:' ' • .;-•• ~- ; ,., • :. ~ ' • : • '. ••• ;·.- -~ • ' < 

Q 
in the south? 

MR. GRIFFIN: Let me say I -- and ~··hope .. this is 
wishful thinking -- I hope it didn't help him any. 

Q There are some people here who don't know 
what a joree bird is. Do you want to tell them what it is? 

MR. GRIFFIN: Well, a joree bird, if you live 
close to the soil,is one of those beautiful little birds 
that will take two steps forward, but if you make a move 
at him or say something to him, he will jump back three 
steps. That is a joree bird. 

MORE 

• 

. •\ 

... ,., 

..-'I ,• .··il• 
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Q -~ '·>~s·: ~t ~eJR.intii yo~. 'C\r.f' an..yone y-o'\i Jceow?·. ~: ·-
'J)< } .~: ::··: 2 ::1 :::·~·f ...... ! ~s ... .,.· .: :· ~ ..... ~ ~-) ~ ~-) . - ~- r 1i· · ~1~·: 

MR. G~IFFIN::::'.~;No!,; I··4on.''·t' lolow ·any j_or•es Pigpt ri·'~ 
now, not worth me·ilti:oriing-!,.·_ · : · :. ; : ; · · :-"·;. _': :: : :- · _:,t , - · ' · 

' ;: : ,._,. '~ '. . ... :·;,.. ' '· ~_,.,·· . ·:--:; _, •'' _. J _;· .· ~' ,, "'!• . <' 

:.tr':qi .... 'T'Wank··you: . . :J.·t. --~·\: . ..:.: :· · ~· ;·· :r,::: .. · ... 

MR •. l<ENNPN: _My naJI\f!, .. is .. -~b-- Kenno11~ - I cam a, . 
native of Loui~ia.p:a· :and'li'&d :the: ,pri,~J.l!ega.cof.:~a.e~~;- ~ . 1 
as Governor wlleri. '·Eisenhower: had: hiEf _;first term· as-~ P~s,ident. I . . . - . ·, . ,. 

~~r···~_t;~i ·~- ·,j . :: .. \'; -~,,_,-~ 1."'~--,~- ·_,_ J.,. (' i_.r. ,·:.!·.~·.:·'- ~ ... 
Q .t.::-.PJref-yp:1.f'a:•;J{~p\1blicah?.:·~: ~~. · '~~-~. t .. -._.._ ·• _,::. :- .. -. ·· --

... . t -.ff_' !' /'J~: -.. :·~:{ ;,_i;~:- "f .;~~-1 ~.- ... ~::. t~: ! . ' •,' ·~· ;c· ··_. i '{ /l .::.. ". ; __ ; ~-.! 
MR. K$NpN_~;r i: W'a~lt,,~' if, !you :a~ ~:ta~~ln~: ~b6.~t~. ,r i. :' ~ , . t ·· -. : '~· 

national poli t:il'cs, -~1!; las~~ IDetnOcJ"a't I voted\ :»or ~for- . . , . .. · 
President was Fran~1:ih ·Rb~"~ei t,_ apd: 'he: :.pr.oJntks.ed. that tht!.: _, .. ':;•,, 
United Stateli! l.t~l;p -~-f :a~~' ·i:ri~; _h~:,:\~"'·,g~g; ~~-- -~•-AAPe., '7 r >'·' i • -.. · 
Federal spen~1ng· ~d ~-1: w~nt ~p _ge9~tr1callyJ wha:t:eYer - · .. , · 
that mean'§!~.J'(Laughter) : : .. ' · · , , ... · _, ,., .. 

·.i .. ·- . . . 

Q You don't think it would be necessary. :to · 
increase with a depression and .a-,\)lar• 

~ • { • • _i • l• ' ' ~ ..... •· . . .• 

MR. KENNON: He werit .-in in 19.3 2. We c:lic:Jn '.t have, . ' . 
a war for nine·yea~s.· 

. '' 

'. .. ~ ' 

Q We had a depression. 
, •.. Lt 

.: l • • .... 

MR. KENNONi · With the· depression,. be .st~ll spent.· 
more Federal money and· that' c1:19n !t··)lelp the depression.:-·· l., 
would not· have thought so; but he. did.~what . I ·-think ·the , . . . 
Jeffersonian Democratic: p·a.rty is· not-· for •. ~He inc:i-eased- the 
things that the Fedep~). Go:vern~ent.'toolC~part ~in;· I;~,;.,; :; ·. · 
commend him, of'course,for. having·the forestry;bu~ln•s~ _ 
and doing some things.·.· He did the best .he-eo.uld ~to .. dev.e.:J.op 
good things with the· y~uth. · · Franklin Rooseve.+:t-.·ciici. a: l.ot 
of great things.· : Presiaent ahd Mrs~: Roosevelt: began ·a+~ost··. 
a socialistic need to have homes for people to livec· in. withput. 
worrying and he wae the f-irst one wbo said, we will-~maintain 
anybody who' don't make·· a; living; we· wd:l';L gif.ve the$::.a~· living. 
I don't know Whethett ·you were . old enough to·: remember-, that . 

. Q ~ow is Ford going to do in Louisiana? 
....... • ,, .~ ·-;:··'. •' !., -~-'· .~·'f. • ~ ~ <~ ' ~·: f I. '~ . .';·:·y~:., .. ·~ 

MR.· KEN~ON': I··will put it· this way·-- that.. · ,:; . 
Eisenhower carred Louisiana~- ;Wb~n·.I iritroducEtd.EiS.~Jl.hOWer -~· 
to 2 0 , 0 00: ·.:people ln -New 0%'lean~~llen -I' .was~ ·the · Governor- , : , r 

. ' . ~ ....... 

of the State of · Loui'siana ,· I; ·$aid·. ~hat ·it 'lllakes; no· ·di:fJ~r~noe ... ·1 
by what name you call ~the man·•; Thei filet· is. I .don't -thinlc: · : . , " 
General Eisenhower ~has ha<J any .tra:ijnjjng. ;or any ingr.~ine·cL~ 
feelingr:t<Jward··rany pol:i't-ical party:. :"!';:-I ·.said:;-: heu,is ·not ,~l.:: ;.: ~: . :"' 

Republican, he is our neighbor. He was born in Texas 
and he was a reas·onal)l~-mi-nded man "and ~w a~ lot: about;, 
world affairs~~"·· ·· ··,' -:· · · ···· ·,,.; , .. ~.. ~~ ~.:. ·~, _ .. ~ 

· ·. r , .. , ; : ... _ · ·.J(. _. " .1 · .... 

MORE. 
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I was very prou~ ;to. ·.supp~r~ Ge~E!~.a.l :E.!senhower 
and we supported him ·:tn 19-ss', :and we carriecf Louisiana 
for Eisenhower in 1956~.· Our voting machin~.l wa~ st~ck 
with the Democratid· Pa:rty. We missed it bY,_ a. ~~}lor:t .' · 
time in 1952, although I am sure, on a nationwide basis·; 
I think that Jeffersonian democracy means that we don't want 
too much government. · 

. .. . .. . . . ., . ' I ('. '.' . . . . . ~ . . . • . 
I beli.ev.a ~ha,t th~ .. ·nemo~ra~J.:~- Par.ty, as. u~ua-1 '-.· . , .. ··. 

has had mor,-,e, gov~~m~h~ and. Jn9re' things to'. ~alee' hold of ·.~( i:"f·,' 

a¥i the De~6c~atic platform· i's'· very much in favor of taking 
over private enterprise, and Louisiana is not for :that. · 
Louisianct is for businesses to be operated on their 
own with a minimum of regulation and handcuffing. and . 
breaking into their bu~ines,_·, · .· So~-- l: b~lieve that the . . ; .- .. 
people of the. stiuth want Pr~siden.t Ford' ~ philof3ophy ::· :• ; 
rather than that of 'Goyernor ~·art.er. · ·. Gove~.nor. 't:ir~.er is.. . , .· . -~ , :·t. 
in a situation where :he , of· 6o.urse, is b~un·a to t)le 

1 
... 

Democratic platform1;'·-'whose vestiges· include th~ .. diYes.titure:. 
of the oil companies, that a man that explores for'oil 
cannot manufacture nor sell it. 

' ~ '.' '! . '' ·'fJ . ~ ' •· 
. . . 5 

On the other hand, if the man can't do anything with 
the oil, he is not~ going to spend millio;ns pr billi~ms to 
find it and they are' not going to refine it if the_y ·don't 
know whether they can sell it or not. 

We have a real estate property tax that· you 
cannot believe •. I would daresay that ~he.millions. ~-
what it co~t'''yo~: for $1 ,ooq· valU.i to, P.slY. YO\lr ~axes' Qn'.. ' 
in Louisiana or( home~ ·.or f9,rms~· or busi'nesses, is., tess t;h;;tn. 
one-half o~.what·~:t-~s i~ Mi.~S,issippi ot:.AiabaiJla .. QP ... ·:··~·-. 
Georgia or Texas •. , It is·'negligible apd I' will SI1Y, this,-~ ., . 
that a big perc,~tage'-~~rid.:·~,know the Loutsiana bV,dget ·-~ · 
someone during my teriJl ~~. t}lat a. great ~eal of ou~~ )ilori!!Y.' . 
that goes ;into the _sup~ort ·of 'the s9.hool. s.¥•:t~m ,o:f'Lou:j.sia~~: 
comes from our servic:e ~tax oh oil; Oil means a lot to. t~e· · 
State q~ _Gquisian~.- .· , ·: ·. · . · ... _- ::. . . ·'~ :· 

J ;.1 l...~ ~ ' .... .... . -~ ,. "' l .... ~ • • • • .. ~ . ~ 

'~:~,Aa~·- .NESSENi. '·Why .don't.·we 
now, so thEW ·~an movti · ·along.· and make 
heard from.··;·· ·- :· :,.·:-:.:·· · · · 

he~r ,f~om' Mr~"- Sug~~·~· , .. · ·· 
sure .everybo~y .g~ts.· .: ... ~ 

. · ....... ' . ' . ~ , 

MR. KENNON: t mlght say this-~· that the Democratic 
platform takes away from the.State the right to P4S~ a 
right to work .. l:aw ~rid ·~ost ()f,th~ Southerrt,State~ and,most 
of the states of the iu:lttori ·have_ that. we::want to keep~ it. 
The n:mo~7ati~ ~platform.~r~es ~~-Y ·fr?~ ~he ~f:~i~~r'. . · • 
the r1.ght to !Sear ar~~ and that is very cr.i tl.cal,. not . 

..:,·,., 

only for duel<' himting' but just ~n ·g~ne~a1:, . Xt hurts _, ... 1 
the sportsmanship and we ~:.:e spdrts.:.:tiktLp~o:P+e in Louisiana •.. 

; .__ ' . ( ... ' . .\..'. . . . ~·""" .. .. .... 
• • J • • • • • • • .·:~--, ,... 1.; ~: ,. . . -. ' ~ ' . . . 

So, my· prediction is· based. on .. e,perlel_l<:!~ ... •·· .. 
and what I hear in· Louiaiatia, that' Presideht-~For'<f wo,fid 
carry Lou~siana by a substantial majority. 

MR. NESSEN: Thank you,Governor. 

Mrs. Suggs. 

MORE 
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MRS:· 'StfGG$·::; , ';La&i.eti ~~nc{-~it?~t..{~~en of\~e" .. , ; 
press. My··name~ is Virginia s,fggs. l 1 ~:-from ·Montgomery, 
Alabama. I was .. ~~~-o~t-e_~ ~~y . Govern·oti .~eo.rge Wa~lace in .. 
1972 as the Nat'l.onal Co~:t:nator for Women for Wallace .. 
I want you to know that I think·~t President Ford has 
done a terrific job in the couple of years that he has 
been in office. · 

'I:· think he deserv~'s to be· in the·'·~·frice·· fpr 
the next four years. I am completely and utterly for· 
him, and not only am I , as an Alabamian anp a Wallace .. · 
supporte;t" f9r ~esident 'Fo~d:, but I JPl9w that there~ are 
a lot of; o~her_ ~allace !UPP<?.~~ers thr'oughout_ the nation 
that are for President Ford.··· · 

-<· •• ;' ·: :· ' ~ ,. • ~:.. ::_: ' • ' "' 

I will be,visiting,with th~se people over 
next month· and· I -hope'•t~,~~o~c~ :~~'-~otlsin~. Flo~ida 
Massachusetts-- wherever~! m1gnt be needed because 
we need President Ford for the ne?tt four years •.. · 

- ~ .;I. 

'""' . .·, . . • · .L hank .. · 'you. · 
\ . . ... ' : ... ~ :: . 

' .. :· 

,.,. 

MR. 'NESSEN: -' Congressma~? 
. ', . ' ·, .. .; : . : ~- ' ; ... '. 

the 

MR. COLMER: My name is Bill Colmer. I am from 
South Miss~ssipp~ •... I spent 14 .. y~ars in the. -~9use. :of 
Representatives and retired four years ago. During 
that time, I got to know the President quite well. In 
fact, I was a senior Member of the House when he ca~e in. 

' . ,, 

I am a Democrat. I have supported every Democratic 
candidate for President up Jntil:'l retired~ . My relationship 
with President Ford grew into .a persc,>I)a-l.,friendship. So, 
preseirt:·l:y, 1· '?JD f tor him~.~-: ~ilo~ophical~i, ·r ~m :tor him. 

: ~t ~ ju$t one ;of· many hundreds 6-f Democrats _:.., . 
I should have said thousands of'nemocrats ~- in Mississippi 
who is going to cast his vote for, Pre.sident For¢! •. · 

~ ~·~ .• ~ ; ' .I ~- ,• .._' • ,. • . ""' ' 

·, .. ;,.·MR~ ·}~ESSE~·: ' .~pere was. one. ,P.e~son. I di~n ,·:t ~-, 
introduce as a 'fdrme'r ·c;o.rigressman from .,Miss'issi.ppi., :; . <' 

• • • • • . . -.. •. - • • •• ~. ' • '>• • • ' • ..... " 

PrentJ.ss Walker, who )o1.ned us a 11. t1;l,e ~at~.· .. , . (· 
.. ~ • . ' ., t -

Pl"entlss1 
. ·' 1 ( .; •. : 

MR. WALKER: I am Prentiss Walker. -~I was· a ··-· 
former Member of Congress from M~ssi.ssi_ppi. , I. -~AY., be. a ; 
little bit prejudiced','· but Pres-ident· 

1

Ford 'is· a personal· 
friend of mine, and so is Senator Dole. As far as I am 
perso~ally concerned,. the:7e. ~s. j~s,:t i .. ~O..c~Pm.f.~fji.S,O}l, ,P~j:~~en 
the two>platfo~s. The Republ1.cati ,plqtf'opm ~s one .th~:t;. · 
I think all ·of us in t~e· south' can liV~. 'with_',._ ,arid :t:ne: ·_ 
Democrati'C platform is ·one ·that· I think thctt · ho orie ·in . 
the nation can live with. 

Thank you. 

MORE 
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MR. NIMMER: I am Steve Nimmer, from South Georgia. I am:a slna'Il~hus·ih~ssman~ ~lfd I>·a•·.:f-6r ·Pres-ide'nt~_ Ford because he ··more ·near:ly. exp%les'ses::·my .. \'iews as ·to · ' 5 • ~ how the Government :should .opera'irt!-- and what it "should ·:~ ·· r; '· · do for the asi.tizens' or.' this, couritey •. i .... ~ .. -. '_:.;.·- • 

Thank you. 

Q ~':}r<:Mn...-~imme~.;' where are you11"ffon1'?i .. , Whex;te ;:i:-s your home, sir? .·; '-''. ·r::· · '·'· · · · · 

MR. NIMMER: .My·_,lQ~20 i13 Blacksh~·ar·, Georgia, 
a small town in the agricultural area. We .. are very rich in tobacco growing. We are about 65 miles north of•·Jacksbn­ville, pretty close to the Florida border. 

Q Sir, is there any particular poli~y difference why you decided ·to back Ford.; agaiinsf Ca~~er-1' · · '' 
4. ·: , ( ~ .: ·• 1 · ·. ·:-. rt 

MR. Niffio1ER::;· I have ktrown Governdr Carter · '' for quite a few~yea.l>.$-.:.:and l;lju~;)~feertlfat President F'or~, with his experie~e lis tVi6e Preside'nt and Memb'er·~ of :' .:; · Congress, his tenure there and his service as President,. would make;.ili'lil'i nt"ucl'r: more. ·qual-ifi'ed;: ·to lead the country' ll.tl this time,..,; : . ..~ . ,., .. . r i- · ~~ i I f._; · '1.. :· .• ·· :. . 

Q 
Legislature? 

.. ,~. 

Sir-, ware you elected as: a Demooitat<to- the 

• :··,., r 

.J 

' 

:::\ 

. ~ ' ; 

• ·~ t ' 

~- \ 1 ~.. · ~ c ':'J d ~: r 
. ~- . . "') ... ~ .. r r ,_. .. -·. __ . ·: ~ 

Q ARe you still a Democrat? 
: ~ .,•;,: -· .. , . ~-,l:(~ ;; ~- ·:-:~-~ .::.t(~ :·~!. 

MR. NIMli£R: .. You know·;, tha-t is: a difflcultr q·ue:M:ion- · ·>T' ::.~ for a Democrat that is going to~ vote Re.publican, l!>ut yofi· .r:.\' :_ ::..: :""'1 '1 phrase it any way you like. I just would like to tell you where I am and how ·I am going to vote • i ·'' ~: L ~ :'1 ~· '" ·' 

MR. NESSEN:; If·there are no·crther~que.s-tl.¢H~, :i;~ I can give yo_u a. brief: report .on~ what the. P:resident haSl-been doing. He met ..• with- some of the local polit·-ioalc::gue'sts~. "-~. ·-· ·. ·· There are so many on board~ that. it was ·decided to-·divide·: them into two.:''gr&\ip.sc -'!"' •the.:guests who QOJne-' froni-'the 'State's of Alabama through, ooui.sia:na · fd.rst•;uancl~;·that meeting has been held. Then, from there t·o·' the enc! ... of t-he alphabet • • . • • .I . . . . . , .... .., ·t "=.. . ~\ w1ll be a 11 tt.le later: ·l.n the· tr1p. ·. ' · · 
• • r \ . J. ; 

I am indebted· to Bill ·Greener for his notes 
here. 

He thanked them for their -VJa$ welcome. He thanked them for joining us. He said, "You don't need a speech. This is a great occasion. It is the kind of campaigning I like to do." 
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Then, he was asked about the debate the other 
night, and he said, "I enjoyed the other night. I am 
looking forward to the next two debates. We are going to 
do better and better." 

Then Clarke Reed sort of welcomed the President 
and said, "We are glad to see you in the Cotton South." 

The rest of:. it.· wa.s ·just mingl;i.ng and ·social 
small talk. · · ~.· ~. · ... 

At one point, the President told th~ group.,· 
11 It is our distinct impression we are on a big upswing." 
Then, he mentioned he thought he was only two or three 
or four points behind in the polls now. 

We hope, for the rest of the afternoon, to be 
able to bring other gues.ts down here , to talk to you and 
to report on their meetings with ·the President and to 
answer your questions about their role and their view 
of the campaign. 

( ....... . 

.... , 
' .. 

Q How about the President? Will he come down? 
'.! 

'; ~ :"f ~-- .. t_; . 

MR •. NESSEN: There are no plans to right now. . 1 . 1 r 
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MR. NESSEN: Let me let you talk to one other 
person who is on the boat and whl).thas met 'the Pres·ident 
and will answer your questions ·a~p_u_t. bj.,~ _ro;te. and· his 
State in tlJ.~. c.~wpa;igp~'"t·.H:e:·i·is~J'Ob'n· W/Bqw~en. , He is ·· · ... 
from Jack'so~Vf11~,·;;ft:t9~:it<-!a(;!' -~n:t ~~-~{~~-%h:~: rlf'e~it~d~l)t· Of d '' c·.:. 
the Northeast Fl,pr~d.~ BlnJ:dt:ng' Constrtict~on .'ri:'a4e 
Council~· ~:<~hat;'"fs an AFL-CIO ·union. . . • "§:. • •' ... ·-. 

• I .will, let. John- ~:tell ·y.ouJ abo~t :n'is ;,iews ·and 
his part· ··~tr.~f~e·. c.~~).1Pl::-in :\Fl~:t-ida. -~ 

. ~ .. · . 

John? 
• . . . ~; 1,) 

MR. BOWDEN: Let me just t~ke ~ minut~ of your 
time and tell:. y~u, t})e ~ason ·~'hy· -r a~ ~-supp<?r.t4tg President 
Ford for election as -Pr~sident of': tile United _,States_ •. ; ;~ ,: 
In the eariy' ·p,c:t,'ft; of the. year, I was a supporter of 
Henry Jacks<on '-·:.. I followed .. him throughout the country 
in New York, Pennsylvania, Florida -- anc:t I also.:.nad 
an opportunity torx.i~w ... ~r"Carter'·as he t!?aveled ·around 
the country making, speec])es ~and·~I -!.n~ver found_ :'that he was 
very consisteff.t. i,n· hi,s ;pos:it,iori on~ci'lot. o{; is.$Hes.'- : -
He was on a di:ffer~ri:t: if$-BUe •;j:ust ·-1:;y . the way of the .wind •. -.· 

' •. , ' .. ~ . . . 

Now, I know that Mr. Me~ny J;la~ corns .. a>ut :;and 
endorsed an. e~dp~s.~m,en:t·(of 'J1mtny·· t!"i!rter for President 

- -~ . Ill(' . ,. : .-. ; ... ; ... • • 

of ~h7 U'nl. ted· States, and. I ~espe.c~ .~:lJ!l~?.Fi'I'h~~t:·" ~ · 
pos~t~on, but I don't b~l1.eve that..,.the·total labor force 
in the Unite(f':States ·is going to vo~~ .for Mr. Carter 
because I believe that the rank and·fiie of organized 
labor is strongly interested in what happens to the 
countr¥ from a national defense posture. I know I am • 

.'t 

I like the position that President Ford took 
about the amnesty. I like the position he takes 
about a strong defense. There are many, many positions 
he takes. 

Mr. Carter talks about one problem, about 
unemployment. Unemployment in this country rises and 
falls just like anything else, but I believe that you 
"t-rill find through the long course as the campaign 
draws closer to November that you l-7ill find the 
rank and file of many labor organizations will support 
Jerry Ford for President because, number one, they 
are more interested in what happens to the country, I 
think, than anything else, and that is the reason why I 
so vigorously support him. I believe he is the type 
of man that has the credibility to be President of the 
United States. Sometimes I wonder if Mr. Carter's 
credibility entitles him to have such an awesome 
job of being President. 

MORE 
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I think President of the United States is 
probably the greatest job in the world,and probably 
the toughest job, and I think we need a tough man to fill 
a tough job, which will be in the interest of the 
whole country. 

Thank you. 

MR. NESSEN: Any questions for Mr. Bowden? 

Q What about common situs picketing? 

MR. BORDEN: Let me just tell you in my 
opinion about common situs picketing. I am fully 
aware of the extent that labor unions and people went 
to. get the common situs picketing passed through the 
House and through the Senate, and I know that 
President Ford agreed to sign it, and I know he also 
vetoed it, but let me give you my position about 
that. 

If a guy does 99 things for you and he can't 
do that lOOth, I don't condemn him for it and I think 
organized labor can live without common situs picketing. 
We lived without it for 25 years and we made our point. 
I strongly believe if organized labor would sit down 
with President Ford with the intent of putting the 
country first and putting the welfare of the country 
first, I think that President Ford is the type of man 
that will listen to some of their problems and do what 
he can in the best interest of organized labor. 

But, let me say to you as organized labor 
and I wish organized labor throughout the country would 
take the same position -- I ammre interested in what 
happens in the United States of America than I am any 
other thing. 

MR. NESSEN: Let me mention just by way of 
background on Mr. Bo·~en, I forgot to mention when I 
introduced him earlier in this campaign year he was a 
supporter and tr.aveled with and worked with Senator 
Jackson in Senator Jackson's campaign. 

Any questions for any of the panelists? 

Q Will you describe the area where Ford 
is meetinF, with these groups? 

MR. NESSEN: Right back there in the lounge, 
in the dining room. 

Q On this level? 

MR. NESSEN: Yes, this level. 

We will do a little more of this later on on 
the trip. Thank you. 

END (AT 12:55 P.M. CDT) 
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