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MR. NESSEN. Some of yon have asked to. talk
to the political leaders on the boat and some of fhese
gentlemen have Just come down from talking to the
President and telllng the Pre51dent of their support.
Let me announce thelr names and then they fan. just come
up here and you can ask them ypur questlons. ‘;;r.q;g“ o gy

- . &
These are all, 1n01denta11y, well known
Democrats and‘many of*them holdersgof hlgh dffzce.

¥ :"‘

o,

We have, first of all, former Congressman and
former Fovernor'pf M1351551pp1, John Bell W1111ams, the
former Governor of Loulsiana, Robert Kennon, the former
Governor of Georgia, Marvin: Gr1f}1n' we have former
Georgia State Representatlve Steve Nimmer; .and, ve have
Mrs, Vlrglnia Supgs' of Mbntgoherv, Alabama, who was: - |
appointed in 1972 by Governor Wallace as Co-Cha;rman of
the National Women for Wallace organization., I am sorry,
but I forgox Congressman Wil1ian Colmer of MlSSlSSlppl.

He 1is former Congressman W111iam Colmer of M1551551pp1, who
at one tlme was. Chalﬁman ogvfhe House Rules Committee.‘, -

I doth know 1f anybody has any statement ’ Lo
to make or whether they will s1mply answer youn,questlons. "
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MR. WILLIAMsl I @@wJohn Bell w-:.nlauns.a and I

am not runnlng for anything. e g
) l;,:, :
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Q.. 'whyﬂare yqu sugporting Presldent(Eord;
Mr. Williams? ;_53 o
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MR. WILLIAMS: There are reasons why I support
Mr. Ford. .Qf., ;eourse .. I know Mr. Ford both as a personal
and phllosophlcal friend and have for many, many years
as a colleague in the Congress, ‘but;more ' than that I
don't think it will come as any surprise to anyone who
knows my background of 1ndependenqem L o

T “.f RN MR

I support Mr. Ford and Mr.‘Dole because I
believe that: they are the two~best candzdawes punning
on the best platform that 1s ava:.lable to the people of
America., For some 40 years the Federal: Government Has
been engaged in expans1on,more andxmore expansion over
the years. S -'*«’ Soomoans e A

s S A
,-_-‘-4’- .

,.‘s
I think what we need nowr s ‘containment of
the powers of the Federal Cn"eonment, not. moré ‘éxpansion,
and I believe that President Ford and the “platform of
the Republican Party tend to go in‘ fhat dlrection than
the Demccratic Party and 1ts candldates.

7+Q  Are‘you still a’ Democrat?

MR, WILLIAMS: I really don't know what I am
at this p01nt. I have been a Democrat all my life, of:
course, but the Democratic ?arty seems to have left ’
me long ago. S _‘ <

'"Q; ' When was the 1ast time you endorsed -

" G e s x
R Al SR BT S G e A

MR, WILLIAMS'~ You have some bthers up here,

that you might want to ask questions.“'I bbg your pardon. Jiwf

$

Q When was the last tlme you supported a *
Democrat for PreSldent? : v R
MR, WILLIAms- 1952, and I was not too proud
of that, as things turned out. - I take 1t'back. fIf*”
supported George Wallace, a gooﬂ Democrat.-_; LR *ﬁf
- MR GRIPPIN' I am Marv1n Griffln, Demodratic
former Govérnor of Georgla.'~_“‘ R prr e

- " B S S . . [ Pa
Dot b TR = S ‘,‘ B £

i 'u{‘:*». ‘v '~.~3i1‘.;\ 8

o MR. GRIFPIN“ I am supportlng President’ Fbrd
because I am conservatlveﬁin prin01p1es,vebnservatiVe

Why are you supbortlng Presidenf Ford” F?f?*“}””

o e

in conduct -and' I ‘Believe the Ford=Dole - ticket wiil _f7; o

be the best for the Unlted States. | |
. 1% \( ,',: F W ,\_:J . ?-:NA.\"

0 How do you thlnk Georgia wlll go?*

+ MR, GRIFFIN::- Of epurse, we have“another*former
Governor and 1nc1denta11y I was Goyerhor a- number:of !
years before the present candidate for the Pre31dency
on the Demogyatic. ticket. + MpCarter.ie & Seorgiany but

I want to say here and now that there are many, mény : il®& -

other Georgians besides myself who do not espouse his
kind of political philosophy, .«

MORE
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aT‘Q, : Does that mean Georgla w111 be ﬁor Ford°

e

(

07
il A

Mﬁw:GRIFFIﬁ““ ‘ﬁ‘ ;fﬁould Iike to tell it like

I think 1txlsss-£t Wwill be a hard job, I think, "Mr. ,
Carter.being:a ndtive: Georgian., I won't say that he
won't carpy, Georgia.: I say we are going to do our I
dead level best to keep him from carrylng it.

RS

Q What kind’ of Governor was Mr. Carter?

MR.- GRIFFIN:' - I° thlnk Pre51dent Ford o 2 and that o
is one reason I:am aboard ‘the’ NATCHEZ Nine today -- has 3'1#~ L
his record anﬂwnoth ¢an- afford to say this because I o
was an ardent supporter of Governor Carter in his race
for Governor of Georgia in 1970, I endorsed-him at a o vy
luncheon of theAtlants Press News Media about twgi’ ¥
weeks before the primary, but his Reorganization Act
that he likes to talk about so much I merely call to . e
your attention-and give & repetition, of President Ford's T e
figures that he used: the~other nlght on the debates, S
and that is. th15° e K

. Vo AL T ' o [
Uoagrld el Lo S B IR N

When Mr. Carter came ‘into the Governor s Offlce‘”‘
of Georgia, the budget of our State was $1 billion S50
million. Four years later; when he went out of offlce,
the budget was 81 billion 700 million. When Mr. Carter
became Governor in January 1971, there were 48,000/ e
State employees on the' payroll. he wentout:of .. L.
office four years later, théere’ wereegb million -~ 60 000, '
and let me be sure we have got that corrected -- not y
60 million, 60,000 -~ State employees or an’ increase of y e e
12,000 over four years“' o . : = T e

* “
(' g ‘

The present Governor, who 1s doing his best - e
and I think doing an outstand1ng Job -= he is a supporter” ' '
and has been of Goverhor €arter, He sald that he inherited
a welfare mess and a Medicaid mess that was a shambles.

Well, ‘I am not one to’ doubt the present L
Governor of Georgla, but I say if we get a- reorganlzatlo B
of the Federal Government alone, along the lines that
this gentleman says he reorganlzed the Government of* »g'} o
Georgia, then the country is in a devil of a fix,in my ' B
opinion, :

Any other. quéstions. =~ . . .-
ALY

MORE .. . .l
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Q Yes. Governor, dldn't the present Governor

of Georgia say. that he was complazn;ng about . Federal handling

and not about Governor Carter s handllng of State Medicald?

MR. GRIFFIN That is what he sald., That is what

he said by way of explanatlon.; .That is not .what he said
in the premise. ‘

Q Are yod”rhhhihé‘for‘ahyt%ihg’nowéﬁ

MR. GRIFFIN: No. I am 69 years old, or, was A
the u4th of this month, and I am not running.for anythlng,

and I am not d01ng any more than I can. get out of do;ng
(Laughter) ‘ .

N :'-t,,'_,, :

Q Governor, can you compare Governor Carter ‘
with one joree blrd?

e e e g
MR, GRIEFIN No. It 1s leke the 11tt1e fellow

whose name was John Hancock and they were taklng the

school roll, and the teacher was a little facetious. She

said, "Are you the John Hancock that s1gned the, Deelaratlon

of Independence?"' He sa;d,n"No, ma' ap, I was not, but if

I have been there, I damn, sure would have.ﬁh And I would

have made him a joree, at the time if we:bad had. some ;
similar periods. =

[ %4

.Fv S -~mﬁ3 .;~J{ 5:;'z;i=;§,.-"ﬁ

Q. Governor, what polltical effect has :;,fi,ﬁ&

Carter's commefits in the Playboy Megazlne artlcie had R
on his chances in the South? e

MR. GRIFFIN: I don't know too much about that.

You know, I think that, ,what he said. 1s falrly'natural, it. ..

is human, but then, I very ser;ously doubt his saylng e L

so. It is all right to tell what yog want to Jtell. . .
Tell it all td the American people but I .don't belleve L
I would have told that. (Laughter)’ ’

Q. Has it hurt Governor Carter in the south?.

MR. GRIFFIN: ‘What is that? . .~

N SR BN LR it
L] -«

Q  Have his éomments hurt his political chances
in the south? '

MR. GRIFFIN: Let me say I -- and I hope this is
wishful thinking -- I hope it didn't help him any.

Q There are some people here who don't know
what a joree bird is. Do you want to tell them what it is?

MR. GRIFFIN: Well, a joree bird, if you live
close to the soil, is one of those beautiful little birds
that will take two steps forward, but if you make a move
at him or say something to him, he will jump back three
steps. That is a joree bird.

MORE
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Q- D@%B &f r@mand:you 0f anynne yeu know?
it J‘. PRI "'“"- C S ‘f”;: "fi fz¥

MR, GRIPFIN' ‘No;. I don“t know any goraes rlghf
now, not worth mentlonlng._ Y

st A,
n' . weh E RS TR
N . “,’L”cf‘ N P e ot {
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MR. KENNON: My name is Bob- Kennon.. I am a
native of Louisiana 'and had thﬁ:grl idege of: sar&ing* L
as Governor when Elsenhawer~had hLS’flPst term- as- Pme51deﬁt.-
! iz T S T \' W ..i' BER TR U EREA
Q EX A@e*you aVRe‘ublican? <;~5§;‘ ; 4
roan Tl S ' e T
MR. KBNNONu.uWBAA, if ! you~areltalk1ng abontfff
national polities, ‘the last Democrat I vated. :for : for o
President was Frankllh Rooseﬁelt and ‘he: prom&aed,that th@ .
United State¥, ‘uhg§ he got ;ng he was<ganng xa reduce.. .. i
Federal spendzng ahld 1t went up geomatrlcally, whatever CETE L
that mean$! - (Laughter3 L ; SR ‘

i -
Lt

Q You don't think it would be necessary tc
1ncrease w1th a depressmn and .a.g;ar.

S

MR. KENNON: He werit in in 1932. We didn't have,
a war for nine years. ;"' C S . -

Q We had a depre5316n.

MR, KENNON~' With the- depressxcn, he still speat
more Federal money and that’ didn't- ‘help the depreSSlon.ygl;
would not' have-thought so, " but he. did. what I -think the . .
Jeffersonian Democratic Party is not for. .He increased the
things that the Federal Government. fbokkpart ln.,«Ig;£<” -
commend him, of’course, for. having 'the forestry. busaness -
and doing somé things. He did the best he- could: to..develop

good things with the: 'youth. Franklin Roosevelt: did, a: lot ‘.  H‘:w

of great things. ‘Président and Mrs. Roosevelt began - almostv;
a socialistic need to have homes for people to live- in. without
worrying and he was the first one who said, we will- -maintain-
anybody who don't mdke a 11V1ng, we will give them .a:living.

I don't know Whether you were old enough to:remember:that.

‘_Q . How 1s Ford g01ng to do 1n Lou131ana7v

MR. KENNON. I w111 put 1t thms way: == that

Eisenhower carred Louisiana. When I introduced: Elsenhower -
to 20,000 people in New Orleanswwhen I' was’ the : €overnor,

RS S

of the State of Lou1s1ana, I-'said ‘that it makes: no- d;fference 'Tﬁ

by what name you ecall the mans The fact is.I don't -think
General Eisenhower 'has had any trainimg or. any ingrained .
feeling "towatd- any political party. ~-I .saidy heiis mot.,a, ..
Republican, he is our neighbor. He was born in Texas
and he was a reasonable-mlnded man - -and kwew a.lot about

world affairsi™ > : AN £
.,:i,:! - . - Lo

Poay o
MY T

T
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I was very proud to support Genenal Eisenhower
and we supported him'in 1956, ‘and we carried Louisiana
for Eisenhower in 1956. Our voting machine: was stuck
with the Democratic Party. We missed it by a short . )
time in 1952, although I am sure, on a nationwide ba51s,
I think that Jeffersonian democracy means that we don t want
too much government. +

I believe that the Democratic Party, as usual,
has had more goverhment and’ more things to take hold of JO
ad the Defdcratic platform is” very much in favor of taklng
over private enterprise, and Louisiana is not for that. .
Louisiang is for businesses to be operated on their
own with a minimum of regulation and handeuffing and -
breaking into their businesg So, I believe that the .
people of the séuth want President Ford's philosophy : S b
rather than that of Governor Carter. Governor Carter ;s S T
in a situation where he, of’ course, is bound to the s
Democratic platform, 'whose’ vestiges include the d1vest1ture
of the o0il companies, that a man that explores for oil
cannot manufacture nor sell it.

o

LI . 4

On the other hand, if the man can't do anything with
the o0il, he is not, golng to spend mlllions or billions to
find it and they are not going to refine it if they ‘don't L e
know whether they can sell it or not.

We have a real estate property‘tax that you
cannot believe. ,I.would daresay that the millions =~-
what it cost’ you for $1,000 value to pay your taxes on.
in Louisiana on°® homes or farms or businesses, is._less than
one-half of what it is in Mis31351pp1 or. Alabama or. L e
Georgia or Texas. It is negligible and I will say thls,--,q_
that a big percentage, and I know the Lou;siana budget -

~~~~~

that goes 'into the support ‘of the school system of Loulslana y .
comes from our service’ tax on oil.ﬁ Oil means. a lot to the
State oﬁ{gouislana.lk ' ‘

Mﬁ NESSEN Why don't we hear from Mrs, Suggs,,, T
now,so they can move along and make sure everybody gets .. .
heard from.’ .

MR. KENNON: T might say this, that the Democratic
platform takes away from the.State the right to pass a
right to work law and most of the Southern States and most ,
‘of the States of the natlon ‘have that. We, want to keep 1t. %
The Democratic. platform ‘takes away from the citizen ‘ '
the right' to Bear arms and that is very critlcal, not
only for duck’ huntlng but just in general.{ It hurts ,
the sportsmanshlp and we are sports-llké people in Loulslana.

So, my’ prediotlon is based on experience f"
and what I hear in Loulsiana, that President Ford would
carry Loulsiana by a substantial majority. ‘

MR. NESSEN: Thank you,Governor.

Mrs. Suggs. .

MORE
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MRS SﬁGGS Ladles ‘and’ gentlemen of the BTy
press. My name is Virglnla Suggs.” I am.from Montgomery,‘v;' '
Alabama. I was appolnted ‘by Governor Qeorge Wallace in. SR
1872 as the Natioénal ‘Coordinator for Women for Wallace. T Y
I want you to know that I thlnk1mat President Ford has

done a terrific job in the couple of years that he has
been in office.

T' think he deserves to be in’ the"offlce for po e
the next four years. I am completely and utterly for
him, and not only am I, as an Alabamian and a Wallace .
supporter for President Ford, but I know that there; are -

a lot off other Wallace supporters throughout the natlon
that are for Pre51dent Ford-““w o

N . s

I will be v151t1ng with these people over the
next fonth’and I hope to touch’ Wiscon81n. Florida
Massachusetts -- wherever' I might be needed because
we need President Ford ﬁ;rthe next four years.. .

-”Thank’ you.h '”}f
MR. NESSEN Congressman?

MR. COLMER: My name is Bill Colmer. I am from
South M1s51ss1pp1. I spent 14 years in the House of
Representatives and retired four years ago. During PO
that time, I got to know the President quite well. 1In '
fact, I was a senior Member of the House when he_came_;n.

I am a Democrat. I have supported every Democratic
candidate for President up until“I vetired. ‘My relationship
with President Ford grew into a personal, frlendshlp., So,
preséntly, T am for him.‘ Phllosophlcally, 1am for him.

T am just one ‘of many hundreds of Democrats -
I should have said thousands of Democrats -- in Mississippi

who is g01ng to cast hlS vote for Pre31dent Ford.;in

“"MR. NESSEﬁ There was. one person I dldn t

introduce as a former COngressman from MlSSISSlpPl,
Prentiss Walker, who ]01ned us a llttle late.

Prentlss?r e D A
. .. wo e } [ 3. el L
MR. WALKER: I am Prentiss Walker. I was'a
former Member of Congress from MlSSlSSlppl-‘,I may be a .
little bit prejudiced ‘but President Ford is a personal
friend of mine, and so is Senator Dole. As far as I am
personally concerned, there is Just no co par;son between
the two platforms. The Republlcah,platform is one that
I think all-of us in ‘thé“south’ can 1live. w1th, and the =
Democratic platform is one that I think that ho one in-
the nation can live with.

-

Thank you.

MORE
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MR. NIMMER: I am Steve Nimmer, from South i
Georgia. I am'a sma&lihusiﬁgssman*and»Iﬁaﬁwfér'Preéidﬁhf;
Ford because he*morevneanlyrexpnesséSme:viéws~as*tolﬁ SERR
how the Government ;should .operate. and what . it 'shéuld v "~ & "~
do for the aitizens of :this: couritoy.i .: =t . ' T
i Soe P R i

Thank you. S TR A P A A T

Q »#Mrw Nimmer; where are yowrfrom? “ Where ‘is ‘
your home, sir? phoew T S S TR
LR PPN SRS S B Lre ot e ‘ L R
MR. NIMMER: My:10-20 {s Blackshear, Georgia, °
a small town in the agricultural area. We are very rich in
tobacco growing. We are about 65 miles north of:Jacksbn-
ville, pretty close to the Florida border.

-

Q Sir, is there any particular policy difference
why you decided “to back Ford: against Catter? . - Lo

MR. NIMMER:: I have kiown Governst Cabrter *“@;
for quite a few. yeairs:and I@justﬁfeelfthat‘Preéident‘Pbrd,
with his experisnce as Vibe President and Member: of poen
Congress, his tenure there and his service as President,
would makeshim nfuch: more qualified: to lead the'éahhtry‘%tf
this tinm»ﬁqi AN S R A T T AU, T A

Q .. 8ir, were you elected as’'a Demockat to the '
Legislature? _

L T T S S A ST
: PR e een el T v
TMR.-NIMMER: .Yes, I was.-' - @ o oo - e EORe

~

Q ‘ARe you still a Democrat? . o

eSS W LUl

MR. NI&MER;;(Ybu;knowatha@~is*a difficulquheéﬁionfﬁ“”fﬁ
for a Democrat that is going to- vote Republican, but yotr’ &1 ¢ iroaaf
phrase it any way you like. I just would like to tell you

‘ IO s RU R
T oA T i3 Y

where I am and how I am going to vote.

MR. NESSEN:: If-there are no other! questiofs, i
I can give you a brief:report. on.what the President has:been CEred
doing. He met.with- some 6f the local political guests:.’. L
There are so many on board- that it was ‘decided to-divide-- .
them into two.greups: -~-the:guests who come- from'the States o
of Alabama through: touisiana first;-and:that meeting has - A
been héld. Then, from there to:the end of thé‘alphapff* '

will be a little later in the trip.. ‘ -

-y ;

Y. .
P T

I am indebted to Bill Greener for his notes N
here. : . S

He thanked them for their warn welcome. He thanked -
them for joining us. He said, "You don't need a speech.
This is a great occasion. It is the kind of campaigning I
like to do." ‘ .

MORE
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Then, he was asked about the debate the other
night, and he said, "I enjoyed the other night. I am .
looking forward to the next two debates. We are going to
do better and better."

Then Clarke Reed sort of welcomed the President
and sald, "We are glad to see you in the Cotton South."

The rest of lt was - ]ust mlngl;ng and - soc1a1
small talk. : SERERSY .

At one p01nt the Presxdent told the group,,
"It is our distinect impression we are on a big upswing.".
Then, he mentioned he thought he was only two or three
or four points behlnd in the: polls now. :

We hope, for the rest of the afternoon, to be
able to bring other guests down here . to talk to you and
to report on their meetings with :the Pre31dent and to-
answer your questlons about their role and their view
of the campaign. »

Q Hoﬁ abouf the Preéident? Will he come down?

MR. NESSEN: There are no plans to right now. .7=;;~:: i

'MORE
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MR. NESSEN: Let me let you talk to one other
person who is on the boat and who*has met the President
and will answer your questions ‘about hls role,and his
State in the campaigni-:Heiis®John W Bowden. - He is-

the Northeast qurlda Building’ ConstrUCtlon Trade
Councﬂ:J ““*That is an AFL=-CIO- union.

I will let John-tell youfabout hls v1ews and Ctes TH

his part im the campargn_in “Fldrida.
g

o
S}

John?,.3-~ e et TmmzE e
Yoyt o .

MR. BOWDEN: Let me just take a minute of your
time and tell yqu the reason: Wwhy T am’ suppqrthg Pre31dent
Ford for electlon as .President of’the Unlted States..:

In the early part of the, year, I was a supporter of

Henry Jackson -- I followed him throughout the country

in New York, Pennsylvania, Florida -~ and.I also had

an opportunlty to q1eprr¢Carter as he traveled around

the countnrmaklng speeches and:I- never found ' that he was
very con51sfeﬂt 1n hlS ‘position on’a ‘lot of 1ssues. ; o
He was on a d1fferent issuye ~just by “the way of the wind.

Now, I know that Mr. Meany has come. out; .and
endorsed an endorsement;of Timmy" tarter for Pre51dent
of the United States, and I respect hnnforths :
p081t10n, but I don't bel;eve ‘that“the"” total labor force
in the United States is going to vote for Mr. Carter
because I believe that the rank and file of organized
labor is strongly interested in what happens to the
country from a national defense posture. I know I am,

I like the position that President Ford took
about the amnesty. I like the position he takes
about a strong defense. There are many, many positions
he takes,

Mr, Carter talks about one problem, about
unemployment. Unemployment in this country rises and
falls just like anything else, but I believe that you
will find through the long course as the campaign -
draws closer to November that you will find the
rank and file of many labor organizations will support
Jerry Ford for President because, number one, they
are more interested in what happens to the country, I
think, than anything else, and that is the reason why I
so vigorously support him. I believe he is the type
of man that has the credibility to be President of the
United States. Sometimes I wonder if Mr, Carter's
credibility entitles him to have such an awesome
job of being President.

MORE

from Jacksonville, Floriday; and he is- ‘the President of ' ¢%
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I think President of the United States is
probably the greatest job in the world, and probably
the toughest job, and I think we need a tough man to fill
a tough job, which will be in the interest of the
whole country.

Thank you.
MR. NESSEN: Any questions for Mr. Bowden?
Q What about common situs picketing?

MR. BORDEN: Let me just tell you in my
opinion about common situs picketing. I am fully
aware of the extent that labor unions and people went
to get the common situs picketing passed through the
House and through the Senate, and I know that
President Ford agreed to sign it, and I know he also
vetoed it, but let me give you my position about
that,

If a guy does 99 things for you and he can't
do that 100th, I don't condemn him for it and I think
organized labor can live without common situs picketing.
We lived without it for 25 years and we made our point.,
I strongly believe if organized labor would sit down
with President Ford with the intent of putting the
country first and putting the welfare of the country
first, I think that President Ford is the type of man
that will listen to some of their problems and do what
he can in the best interest of organized labor.

But, let me say to you as organized labor --
and I wish organized labor throughout the country would
take the same position -- I ammre interested in what
happens in the United States of America than I am any
other thing.

MR. NESSEN: Let me mention just by way of
background on Mr., Bowden, I forgot to mention when I
introduced him earlier in this campaign year he was a
supporter and traveled with and worked with Senator
Jackson in Senator Jackson's campaign.

Any questions for any of the panelists?

Q Will you describe the area where Ford
is meeting with these groups?

MR. NESSEN: Right back there in the lounge,
in the dining room.

0 On this level?
MR, NESSEN: Yes, this level.

We will do a little more of this later on on
the trip. Thank you,

END (AT 12:55 P,M, CDT)





