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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE September 14, 1976

Office of the White House Press Secretary

THE WHITE HOUSE

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

I am extremely pleased that the Senate has today overwhelmingly adopted
legislation to extend the General Revenue Sharing program. The Senate
bill closely follows my legislative recommendations for renewal of this
important domestic program.

Continuation of this program, which provides substantial assistance to State
and local governments, remains, however, one of the major unfinished
items of business on the Congressional agenda.

I urge the Democratic leadership in the House to take responsible and
responsive action to convene an immediate conference on this bill. They
have sought to portray themselves as friends of our Nation's cities. How-
ever, their record on this legislation stands in marked contrast to their
rhetoric. In delaying action on this bill for over one year, they have
jeopardized the fiscal and economic stability of our cities.

I hope the Congress will demonstrate its commitment by moving swiftly
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and favorably in getting responsible legislation to my desk for signature before

they adjourn. To do less would only serve to aggravate the fiscal problems
of State and local governments and undermine economic recovery.






