O o N O W ke W N

1 et e em em ot wt wt et et
S B3 28 3 88 F R b a - 0o

.1'

R I I I

Digitized from Box 30 of the White House Press Releases at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Libfary ["‘7 - 13-7 6 j

~
N .

YHD014 708P EDT.3S8EP 18 75 YAB1038(1750){2~013091C282)PD ©9/13/7¢

TLX COLNE¥S NYX ' G E03 B 7 s
ZCZC 001 PD MEW YORX NY SEPT. 13

3

RESIDENT GERALD FORD .  (PLEASE DELIVER URGENTLY)
HE WHITE HOUSE

SHI?GTOH, D.C.

L]

DEAR PRESIDENT FORD:

«
-

C35 MNEWS URGENTLY REQUESTS THAT YOU REVERSEZ YOUR POSITI&& AND AGREE
TO PERMIT THE TELEVISION AUDIENCE -TO SEE AND HEAR THE INViTED
AUDISZNCES PRESENT AT THE FORTHCOMING LEAGUE OF YOMEN VOTERS DEBATES.
THE LEAGUE, AT A ¥EETING TODAY, INDICATED THAT IT ¥OULD TAXE A

- NEUTRAL POSITICN ON THIS ISSUE, AND IF BQTH CANDIDATES AGREE THE
'AUDIENCE CAN BE SZEN AND HEARD, THEN IT TOO WOULD AGREIE,

YISH TO EMPHASIZE IN THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE TERMS THE IMPORTANCE

¥Z
OF THIS ISSUE. A MATTER OF JOURNALISTIC PRINCIPLE AND ETHICS
OF VERY GREAT MAGNITUDE IS AT STAKE, INVOLVING THE INDEPENDENCE OF

NEYS COVERAGE AND NE¥S JUDSEMENT BY BROADCAST JOURNALISTS.

'TO REQUIRE US, AS THE PRICE OF COVERAGE, TO AGREE TO A RESTRICTION

SUCH AS THIS -- TO REZQUIRE US TO IGNORE AN INTEGRAL PART OF A NEYS
EVENT AND PRETEND IT DJES NOT EXIST -- WOULD CONSTITUTE NOT ONLY
AN ACT OF PRIOR CENSORSHIP BUT YOULD STRIP US OF THE RIGHT TO MAXE
THOSE INDEPENDENT NEYS JUDGEMENTS CENTRAL TO A FREE AND VIGOROUS
PRESS.

o IT WOULD CREATE THE MOST DANGEROUS PRECEDENTS, NOT ONLY
AT HOME BUY ABROAD, WHERE YE HAVE CONSISTENTLY RESISTZD ALL ATTEMPTS
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TO CONTROL OR LINIT OUR COVERAGE. YET THIS IS PRECISELY WHAT THE
PROHIAITION ON AUDIENCE -REACTION COMPRISES, AN ATTEANPT TO LIMIT
AND CONTROL COYERAGE. '

YE RTGARD THE DEBATES AS A MOST INPORTANT NEWS EVENT AND A MOST
VALUABLE PUBLIC SERVICE. WE SHOULD BE PERMITTED TO COVER TT T IN
THE SAME MANNER WE COVER ALL NEWS EVENTS WITHOUT CENSORSHIP OR
RESTRICTION. WE WISH ONLY TO DO OUR JOBS IN THE MANNER THE PUBLIC
HAS COME TO EXPECT OF US,

RICHARD S. SALANT
PRESIDENT, CBS NEWS
NNNN.





