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Next weekend, Lebor Day, 1976 marks the end of a glorious summar
It means one more carefree holiday. before'we all go back to school, back s
to work, back to the dutie,s ‘we must do to build better lives for ourselvea,
our children and our country,, .. T IR
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.For many families, it means one last chance to get out of doors, Qut of
town, out mto the sun and under the:stars, closé’ to nature's. beauty and _
‘‘nature's créatures, Eor me, this is a moment I'vé been 1ooking forward _
to'for a long, long time -- a uniqueiopportunity to “return to Yellowstone ¥
-~ where 'l spent one of the greatest,—summeiﬁ of my life. , R
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Being a seasonal Park Ranger was one of the most’ challenging jobs 1 , -
had after graduating from Michigan.~iLooking ; back: it ‘seems more like 18
fun than hard Wor'k{ though we had plenty 3f both. I guess I've been, o
talking about that” summer gver since, ( MaybsI ‘ovérdid thé bedtime SO FSIUN S
stories ‘about my fire-fi'ghting escapades and encounters w1th the bears,,. 3
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Famfly vacaﬂons in ‘the outdoors, especially among the majestic, mo,un 'S i A
tains of the West, are a tradition in ourfi‘a&fhily.« My own parents used to i
take my brothers and me to the lakes and woods’of Michigan even before I\
was big enough to g9, myself as a. Boy Scout.” There's something about the o
wide‘open spates’ thit is a necessity for:Amfericahs,” Being alone with na~: <=~
ture strengthens our love for one ansther and for §%F country. qu those..- ™
who live close to ‘the” and, this is nothing new.  Bitds more and more
Americans live in cities and densely populated areas, the lure of the: , ., ~ &
mountains and’ the beaches -and the rivers and the lakes becomes inore. an.d a
more compelling o 4 T L T
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It has done wonders for me to, spend a few.days in Colorado and tol come
back te ¥ellowstone, and I hape it has-for you.  Butl have a serious as :
well as sentimental reaspn for this visit. This has been a glorious -SurTE4 7o
mer, -the summer of our Bicentennial, .one we will remember all our lives, i "
This 'Fourth of July turned out to.be.a profound experience for millions of -~

Americans, Amid the fireworks and parades, the’tall ships and the pil-, s -is-
grimages to historic shrines, in our joyous celebrahon of ‘200 years ag . - (5
one.Nation, under God, we foupdﬁnew meanmg for the Words freedom, o ooddel
equality, and unity. SR L
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Somehow, despite our difficulties a.nd our differences -- perhaps because g
of them -- Amerlcans recaptured and rekindled-the e¥sential spirit,and oA
greatness that make us a special kind of people. W' realized what a won- g
derful thing it is to be an American. ‘Asl thought about the changes that

have taken place in this great country, not only in the last two year s but-

over the last two centuries, 1.also thought about those thmgs that must :. =+
never change, ‘Those unchanging things are what rea.lly make us Amerioa,ns,.
and they are the things we must preserve and pass on to future generations. e
Some are 1ntang1ble, 1nv1s1ble -~ aour deep relxgibus and moral convictions, - -
our bonds of family and commumty, our political values embod.ied in the S

Declaration of Independence and the Gonstitution. L e PR
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