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Vice President —Designate

-

Jerry Ford

é’ Jean Bullord

-

Gerald R. Ford will be the first
National Park Scrvicc scasonal
ranger to become Yice President
of the United Stales if his nomina-
lion is confirmed. His namc has
become faunitiar to twost Americans
recently, but few of us in the Park
Service realive that Jerry Forduas
a scasomal ranger at Ycellowstlone
the summer of 1936, ’

“Onc of the greatest summers of
my life,” Jerry Vord responded
cnthusiastically to a gquery from
the NEWSLETTER about his sum-
mer ax a ranger,

This unswer was delivercd by
his wife, Mrs. Bcity Ford, who
invited me with a warm wclcome
to the Ford's home in. Alcxandria,
Yirginia. She said that the Yellow-

" sfone summer was onc ofien men-
tioned in the Ford family.

Among the favorite bedlime
storics of the four Ford children,
Mrs. Ford explained, was the onc
their falher uscd to tell about bis
advenfurcs as a ranger fceding the
bzears al Yellowstonc.

=0Of course we rcalize that rang-
crs fceding the bhears at Ycllow-
stonc is.a thing of the past.” Mrs.
Ford quickly cxplained.

At that momenl her tall blond
son, Steve, 17, a scaior at local
T.C. Wiltiams High- School. cater-
cd the living room. Mrs. Ford
asked bim, “Steve, do you remem-
ber  vour falher’'s  Yellowslone
s!ur;cs"

“You mecan the bear tales? said
Steve with a smile. "1 surec do.”

Mrx. Ford mentioned that the
inNuence of the west and the rarks
has been cvident inthe whole family,
She soid thal the Ford's sccond son,
Jack, 21, a foresiry studgut al HUtah
State University, spent last summer
working in Utah for the U5, Vorest
Service in a posilion similur to
his falher's Park Service jah.

Mrs. Ford gencrousiy lent the
KEWSLETTER their only pholo of
Jerry Ford in his NPS ranger vni-
form. The other pholo uf the Canyon
District rangers and ranper natu-
ralisls (st:. page 7) was obtained
from !; "

persistent cfforts to loc.:tc him by
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Else Doherly,
PNRO..

The NEWSILETTER contacted
seseral mcen i the pholo to learn
more aboul that summer fn Yellow-
slonc.

~Jerey
ranger.”

park {cchnician,

3
wis 2
$2id his Jormer supervi-

-sor, Canyon District Runeer Lranh

Anderson,
RSP R IAY

: now reticed. “1 had a
feiter from Jerry just last Auvgust
fine memorics of

stone.”

Amonyg the dutics Fruuk assigned
to Jerry was the lask of amned
guard on the bear-fecding truck.
Every cvening visilorswere fenced-

darned  good -

N

( .

‘A Darned Good Rcmger"’

in in an arca with beaches while
grizzly and black brars roamed
free wheo they appeared about
2:30 pmyg = N

The ranger truck would drive
inlo the garbage pit 1o fced the
bears while Jerry rode in the back
wilh a gun in-case there was any
trouble. lic never did have to Nire
a shot bul there were somc close
calls. .

Another ranger duly was mecting
the VIPs at Canyon Hoteland Lodye,
a job that called for somcone who -
could incet prople welt and who had
a very ncat appearance in uniform.
“When 1 asked Jerry 1o do the jobv.
!’rank explaincd,  “he said he fcht
it was undcmocratic and vn-Amer-
ican lo pgive special aticntion to

VIPs, butl he d:d the job and did it
well,®

Everyonce contacled mcnlmn"d the
evenings they used to hold wrestling
matches among themselves and with
somc of the road crew in the com-
inunily roorn of the ranger station.
One night the comcrsdlion turncd
to footbat!l and Wavne R lv. SLg-
gosted that Jerry ford dunonstr.xh.
a straight-on tacklc.

Ford pave zn cucrpctic try and
both he and Wayne went right through
the thin masonite wall into the
next room. There followed a great
scramble to repair the damagces
before arrival of the chief r.m;cr

Wavne Rorople shnat
of the proun.  conped with J_,Jr}
Ford in the ranger station and frz-
quently  sharced “dulies  wifh  him

"I pever saw Jerry show any
excitmenl or cmotion during a dil-
ficull rescue or at other ths of
stress.” said Wayne., -

“llc would always say,
down eversbody, Wit turn out ali
ripht.” He was always so ccliable
that wc looked to himt'to get dif-
ficult assignments done.right, cien

< ’“r‘!")" ¥4

Calm

- though he was one of our youngest

ranpers that summers

“In those days.”™ continued
Wayne, “rangers were on Juty 24
hours a day, seven days a week.
You could not gel out of uaiform.
without permission from your dis-
teict ronger who in turnhudtoclear
1 by phoning the chiefl ranper at
Mammoth,

{See page 71
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y [From Page 6)

It would furnish a plecfu) hreak
in the rouline, despite the inherent
hazacds of flling olf a horse dur-
ing tearful spasins of hilarity or
being crushed by lhous.mds of I'Lar-
craved steers.

I've long adsvocaled uniform
changes wnarc in kceping with cor-
reol styles,
fills the last gap in my mcrau
plan.

Keep the hat, but add a scquinned
band and a
( = la the Jeff Davis bat of the mid-
19th Coeotury military.} VYhe scarf
with arrowhcad dJdonc in seyuins to
complement the hasic orange color
should be accompanicd by a matche
ing shoulder bay (cordovan.)

No shirt; namc tag fattoed on
skin. NPS arrowhead tic-lack to be
worn in lhe pavel: hip-hugger short
shorts in forcst green {skin tight)
for summer wcar with oplional
wsfer pisto} and can of Redi-Whip
(ir keeping with our Jow profiles.)
Sandals.  Optional  clbow-length
white gloves in a soft kid,

Uniform issuc to follow comple- -

tion of a 40-kour course al Mather
in Limp Wrist (Basic.) .
By the way, it may be of some
wierest to know (hut al prescent we
do have fwo basic uniforms; sum-
mer—short-sleeve grey shirt open
al the neck, straw hat, fight-weigit
t;ousers. Winter—long-slceve
shirt, tie, heavy trousers, felt hat
and, when reguired by weather,
acket. ) ’

Richotas J.Blcser
. Park Ranger
Tumacacori BM, Arizona

Newsletter Strikes
a Happy Medium

dear Editor:

1 just wishzd to expresshos much
* enjoycd reuding the Outeber 29
ssue of the NPS NEWSLETTER.
fhis is-the first ixsue for alimost
scar thut | have done more than
ust xcan and cheek to sec who has
ramyferred where.  This  issue
seemed 1o me to conlain a2 much
slter balunce of Washington and

icl0 news, Washinglonnewsis nore,

nleresting to me iFitisinterspers-
d with charming articles tike
New-01d Gale for Mount Rainier™

angd this suggestion

targe oOstrich plume -
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Yellowstone rangers and ranger-naturalists {Canyon Disteiét), summer 1935,
Lelt to right. Frank H. Anderson, Al Raume, Jerry Ford, YWayne Replogle, “Bev”

Fart, John “Adam Hoddam® Moore.-
“Admiral” Pesry.

Rarger Ford (from Page 3)

“Fven lo go on a picaic you had to
ask for permission and then teld
where you were going, who with
and when you would relurn. Jerry
was handsome and young., maybe
24, and with the girls he was the
most poputar of us bachelors’ that
summer,

“He was [Irequently choscen for
dunce duly. This ncant spending
the cveming al the lodpe or the

hotel in uniform alt ‘cleancd and
pressed with riding bools polished
with a clcan white dress shirt and
green tic. D.nhmc shirls wercgrey
wool.

“Yisilors rcally ﬂmLcd around

~Johnny™ thune, Eob Jcnnlson and Jhurston

“and  would oflen ask pointlcss
questions just as an cxcusc to say
thal they bad talked with a ranger.”

Onc duty Jerry likcd wasthe carly
moroing check, aboul £ to 7 a.m.,
of cvery auto in camp. Rangers
rccorded the make, stale z2nd )i-
cense nomber of cach vehicle and
type of tenf. Wayne said, “We had
to run most of the time to get 150
to 200 Jicenses listed in two hours.

“Jerry. a foothall player, was in
good shapc and cnjoyed this carly
duly. In fact ke was- fine compaay
because he gepuincly cnjored just
aboul cverything we rangers had
to do,” Waync convluded.

and good cditorials like HHoward
Chapman’s. For sometime now ffelt
that the NEWSLETTER was over-

. balanced with Washinglon news.

Syvars in

Allen F. Simonds
Supervisory Park Ranger
Shadow Mountain NRA

P.S. Maybe 1 just got sentimental
whea 1 saw the pictures on page !
since we lived for one and a half
the shadow of that old

" Nisqually Intrance, Mount Rainicr

gate. Jusl knowing its characterhas -

been restored .mdrv.t.nm.dh.ls maide
my duy brighter.

Query. from the Fiefd

Q. Whal can you do when you get

a qucstion about a Federal agency
or funclion thal you cannot answer?

A, You can call thc Federal infor-
malion Center In your srea. There
arc 36 citics with Iocal FICs and in

37 other citics you tan make todt< -

{ree calls to FICs throughtic-lines.
For the list, “Federal Information
Cenlers™
Administration,

write to General Services . -
Wash,, D.C. 20405,





