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QUESTION President Ford ypu say vou are notl'
maklng the assumotlon that Ronald Reagan w1ll get the
nominatlon or be elected but the problem 11es ahead of vou )
now for Tuesday 1n Callfornla. Some political experts th1nk
you are going to have a really tough tlmp at the conventlon .
if you don't win a good hunk of California's votes -- say
45 percent. Can you do it? SREETE

THE PRESIDPNT We are very encouraped by the last

' three days I talked to some people in Callfornla and I have

gotten reports from our people in. Callfornla and we think we
are coming from an underdog pos1tlon w1th new momentum and we
believe we are closing the gap, and we think that there is an
opportunity to w1n California. That, of course, would be the
ultlmate, but we think we w1ll do. quite well. 1n Callfornla

OUESTION Mr. Pres1dent how many delepates do vou

,thlnk you w1ll have when you g0 to Kansas City and do you

still think you will win on the ‘first ballot’

- THE PRESIDPNT M;ss Thomas, T th1nk we w1ll win on
the first ballot. At the present 'time. we have 805 delegates.
We expect to. win a good sbaretof the delevatds on Tuesday.
That will put us quite close to the necessary ll30 and if
we do well on Tuesday, then Ifthlnk we only need about 40

.. percent. of the. uncommltted delegates,‘so the opportunities

lopk I think veny pood for us in Kansas Clty on the first
ballot. i

. OUESTION: Mr. Dr'és:.dent, do you. feel that you will
have the delegates before the. .convention actually ODens or
do you feel as Vlce Pre81dent Pockefeller does that, you
probably. w1ll be 20 or 30 votes short, but vou. w1ll have them
by the time the flrst ballot comes around’

MORE.
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THE PRESIDENT.:  %“e believe we will have them by the
time the first ballot comes around. There are always those,
you know, Mr. Schieffer, who play-a little cozy and have not
quite made up their mind, but if we add up the committed
and those that we think are honestly leaning our way, I think
by the first ballot we will have the 1130.

QUESTION: But you won't. necessarlly have them by the
time the convention opens,

THE PRESIDENT: '"ell, I am not going to aresue about
whether we have them by the time the convention opens or not,
the most important time is when they actually cast their
vote in that first ballot.

QUESTION: Mr, President, let me get back just for a
moment to Ronald Reagan. One of the most interest thinss,
I think, that has been found by the CBS-New York Times polls
is a statistic that came up the other day that said if the.
race were Ford versus Carter, 41 percent of those who call
themselves Ronald Reagan people would defect and vote for
Jimmy Carter. It also says 23 percent of those who call
themselves Ford voters would defect to Carter if Reagan is
the nominee. In llght of that, aren't you going to have to .
put Ronald Reagan on the t1cket if you are going to have the
backing of your party and. .you have got to have the solid
backlng of the Republican. Party? '

THE PRESIDENT: I have said that I would not
exclude any Republican that I have looked at or we have heard
about that might qualify as being a Vice Pre51dent1al candidate
and that would inc¢lude Ronald Reagan. Now he, has himself
indicated he would not be interested in belng Vice President
but as far as I am concérned I would not exclude him.

Now we w111 have to take a look at the two people
that the Democratic Party nominates in their July convention
in New York City. We will have.to see how the convention turns
out in Kansas Cltv, how we Can best heal any wounds that the
party mlght have as a result of the many prlmarles. Of course,
the main thing is, is the person who is going to be nominated
for Vice President fully qualified to be President in case
something should happen to the President? Now all of those
things have to be put into this formula and we will look at the
kind of data you have indicated, but I think it is premature
to make any commitment at thishtime.

OUESTIOQON: But are ‘you seriouslv saving that the choice
of the Democratic Conventidn would really influence the man
that you want for your Vice President?

THE PRESIDENT: It certalnly is a factor in the formula.
That has been the tradltlon 1n conventlons over the vyears in
our Presidential races. You can 't ignore it. Democrats have
done it., Republicans have ‘done it and I suspect it will be
a factor_ not the controllineg factor, but it will be a factor.

MORE



;'QUESTION: I know!this is probably something you
can't tell us in some detail. You usually eive a 1list of the
people that you are interested in that has been well Dubllshed.

Do you have one favorite yourself,'ln your bosom -- as they
say in the church -- who you would llke ‘as your Vice
President? S

1
L4

THE PRESIDENT: T haven't de¢ided on one person,
Mr. Herman. I have several that T think fit a very good
category of the kind of people, but it is very premature to
make any. final dec181on at thls point. N

OUESTION « Mr. Pre31dent you have sald several
times on several ‘dccasions that Peagan s statements on
Panama were irresponsible. Yet you say all that would be
forgotten,when he gets into the White Fouse he would be
responsible. Are you saying that Reagan is only making
campaign rhetoric now and does not truly believe in the
things he says'> You also implied there would be guerrllla '
warfare if Reagan became President and stopped the Panama
Canal negotiations. :

THF PRESIDENT: Sometlmes in the height of a political
campalgn statements are made that on cool ‘reflection candldates
wish theéy hadn't sa1d

,m

.. OUESTION: Are you feferrina'to youfs?ofhhis?

THE PRESIDENT: I am referrlng to several that have
been made by my opponent in recent weeks. Certainly if a
person becomes President he has to be more judicious, ‘more
careful, in what he says and how he says it and when he says it,
and I thlnk when you get in that Oval Offlce, Miss Thomas,
it does make you far more responsible than you are when you
are out on the political hustlngs.
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: QUESTION: . ¥Ou know in a recent 1nterv1ew you
volunteered -- or 1n,answer,to a question, I guess =~-
some information about your plans for alternatives to
court ordered school busing. Could you explain them in
somewhat more detail than they were explained, as I
read them, . They seemed a little ‘indefinite to ne, or
are they still in that stage7r'f ~

THE PRESIDENT:, I think there are three points
we have to make before we discuss busing.

e S
-

*Numberfone;‘thie Administration:-will uphold all
constitutional rights-.of any individual in this country,
includine the rights under the Fourteenth Amendment.

< '

: Number two, this Admlnlstratlon 1s totally:
dedlcated to quallty educatlon.: :

Number three, thls Adrlnlstratlon will carry out
the decisions of the Supreme Court.
: I took an: oath of offlce to de so,~fand T will
continue to do so. o

Now, we have found, or I<believe, that court
ordered forced busing to achieve racial balance is not
the best way to necessarilyv protect individual rights
on the one hand or to achieve quality education on the
other, Therefore, starting back in November of 1975, I -
‘asked the Attorney iGeneral -and other members of my
Cabinet-to see if we’couldn't put together something that
would be better than the remedy that has been  used by some
district courts in trying to solve the very difficult
problem of protecting constitutional rights and, at the
same time, achieving quality education.,

Within the last two weeks the Attorney General
has decided not to intervene in the Boston case for good
reasons that he, as Attorney General, decided, and I
support him., On the other hand, the Attorney General
is seeking a particular case where we can get a clarifi-
cation or a modification of some of the previous Supreme
Court decisions in this very complex area.,

Now, in the interim, the Department of Justice
has prepared -- or is in the process of prevaring --
legislation which I will submit to the Congress in the
very near future which would seek to limit the courts of
this country to the direction of the areas where the
local school board, by its act, has violated the
constitutional rights of individuals ~- in this case
students -- and not +to permit the court to go beyond
the instances where rights have been violated.

MORE
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Now, in some cases the court has taken an :
illegal act of a school board - relatlvely small part of
a total school system -- and taken over_ the whole school
system, and the court, in effeqt has become the school
board. I think that .is WIODf. . . The Attorney General
arrees with me.

. - The leylslatlon that we will propose will seek
to 11m1t to minimize the corrective act;on or the
remedy by the court to the actual instances where there
"1s a violation of a person's constitutional right. That
will minimize in many cases to a substantial degree the
amount of court ordered forced busing.

~ QUESTION: Mr. President, the courts have already
ruled on that p01nt, if I understand it, in 1973 in the
Denver case.

THE PRESIDENT: Are’yeu falking about the Keyes
case?

_ QUESTION: Yes, sir. Have they not, when they
said that was not a remedy? You could not just remedy
it in a specific area rather than the whole system.

THE PRESIDENT: The Attorney General and his
associates informed me that that has not been totally
clarified, and that'is the purpose of actually seeking a
case where the Department of Justice can go into a
subsequent case and get a clarification. .

That is why we are 901ng to Dropose legislation,
so that there is a legislative direction given to the
court to make sure that we protect constitutional rights
where there has been a v1olat10n and, at the same time,
preclude the courts from becomlng in effect the school
board in a local community.

QUESTION: Let me ask you just a somewhat
broader question, and you are the attorney and I am not,
so maybe you can explain it to me. If the courts have
already ruled that busing is a permissible way to achieve
integrated schools and they have already ruled that
integrated schools are a constitutional right. --

THE PRESIDENT: A pernmissible remedy to correct
an inijustice.

QUESTION: -- how can you pass a law to limit
that remedv if the courts have already ruled it is
constitutional? DNon't you need a constitutional amendment?

MORE
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THE PRESIDENT: The Constltutlon permits the
leglslatlve bodv to glve guldellnes in certain court
cases—-and accordlng to the Attorney General he bélieves
that this proposed 1eglslatlon is const1tut10nal--1t will
simply llmLt the remedy to the instance ‘where there has
been a violation of a constitutional right. - Accordlng
to him, that is constitutional.

QUESTION Then it is your 1nterpretatlon that:
the Keyes case d1d not 1nva11date -

_ THE PRESIDENT TAs T understand it, it was a .
dictum, not a f1na1 judgment. ’

- OUESTION: To cut through sore of the lepal
n1cet1es which are a little hard on us, 1t seems to me --
Derhaps I misunderstand it -- the final 1mpact of this.
is to leave in place all de facto school segregatlon
which has happened without the breaking of a law?

THE PRESIDENT: The courts already decided that.

QUESTION So, that this is the direction wh1ch
you w1sh to encourage law and leglslatlon to contlnue'>

THE PRESIDENT: We would recommend, as the
court has said, we correct the v1olat10ns but we only
correct the v1olatlons, not make a Federal district court
a local school board.

OUESTION: Mr. President, what chance do you
think such legislation would have of pa351ng, and
what constitutional right is v1olated by being bused?

THF PRESIDENT: Well, the Conpress, I thlnk,
wohld be respon31ve to. some lesislation of this kind
becduse I think the public --

QOUESTION: This year?

THE PRESIDENT: I would hope so. I can't
Dromlse it because I don't control the Congress, but I
do believe there'is a great publlc sentiment for a
limitation or'a mlnlmlzatlon of the court in the remedles
that they have pursued.

“What was the second?’

MORE .
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LFom QUBS?ION'- The second is, what ‘omnstitutional.
rlghtsls bexng v101¢ted by being bused? e
, THE~PRE?IDENT' -Busing is 31mp13 a remedy to .
achleve a correction 'of-an alleged act by a school , . ..
bhoard to : v1oIate~somebody else's constitutional rights,.
Busing itself .is not-a -constituytional. right, nor is it
a lack of a constltutlonal rlght. It is only a remedy.

OUESTIQN-i But isn't it the law of the land
to desegregate the sehools -in-this -land? . L

THE PRESLDENTa Where “there has ‘been a spec1fxc
violation of a person's constltutlonal right. It is not
beyond:that, and that is the real p01nt at issue,

rfr» B ey )a‘

QUESTION On another subject, Hr. Pre31dent -

QUESTION: Before you change- the subject, before
you abanden schools-altogether, just.to explore.one.further
item, ‘private schools, the private white academies_ that
have been -founded in parte of. the South, would you. leave
those as being perfectlp~kegal?.. . .

.- THE PRESIDENT: -That case is now before the
Supreme Court, ;i I think that the:--individual-.ought to have
a risht to send his:daughter or his son- to a,private
schobl if. he is willlng to pay whatever the cost: m;yht :
be., ; ; . : ,

M
l <

) . - LR K )
;o QUESTION Butra segregated prlvate SChOOl,'lf
that should be his choice? . _

: : - ‘THE PRESIDENT:.., I, think.in.a private school a
person - oughx to ‘have an.individual. rlpht.. .

) QUESTION' What'if thoge schools get some*kiﬁd
of Federal aid?

THE PRESIDENT' If they get{Eederalvaid, Mr.
Schieffer, that is a totally different question and I
certainly would not,. under those .circumstances, go along
with segregated schools”ounder no, c1rcumstances.

o,

. QUESTION" That would 1nclude any kind of tax
break, Federal tax break? . . B o . .

© THE PRESIDENT- That,ls rlght., {

QUESTiON" Would you approve of a privateﬂ
school turning someone., away -on - the basis of.color?

MORE


http:wO':J.ld

Page 8

THE PRESIDENT: 1Individuals have rights. I
would hope they would not, but individuals have a right,
where they are- willlng to. make the choice themselves,
and there are no taxpayer funds involved. Now, this is a
matter before the courts.at. the present .time, and I think
there will be a Supreme Court deceﬁlon probabply in this.
term:-or the. next, term,. certalnly. but individuals have a
rlght whenre there are.no. Federal funds . avallable‘

r
PRI

I would hope they would not, and our own
children have always gone to public schoolss. which were
integrated, and they have gone. to prlvate schools where.
thev were integrated. So, my own record is oner6f our
fch1ldren and- my own be11ef in 1ntegratlon.

But, I think 1nd1v1duals do have some rlghts,
where thev are willing to make the choice and nay the
orice, .

QUESTION: Are you working for a Middle East

:}~oonference this. year’ You said you were talking

actively to the Ispaelis and other Governments to move;
off dead center the status quo. Is there a p0881b111ty
that there could be a Geneva conference this year?

‘THE PRESIDENT: It is not likely that there
would be a Geneva. conference this year. I don t rule it
out entlrely, but it is not 11ke1y,lWe are, however ==
I am talklng to the heads of Government when I see them,
as I did with Prime Minister Rabin of Israel when he was
here. We are talking with foreign secretaries. We
think momentum has to keep going heyond.the Sinai II
agreement, ’

If we stop the momentum, the pot begins to boil
again, so we are;trying to deal bilaterally, jyurging other
nations to get together to move forward. But the prospect
of a Geneva conference in 1976 I think is somewhat remote,

QUESTION: Does the Syrian intervention in Lebanon
have your hlessing’ T T R '

. _ THF PRESIDFNT. We have ob]ected to any forelgn
1ntervent;on in Lebanon. We don't believe that military
intervention is the right way to ‘solve Lebanon's political
problems, - About eight weeks ago I sent Ambassador Dean
Brown as my special emmissary to Lebanon, andhe was very
helpful in trying to bring some of the parties together,

and I think we made:d:.significant contribution in seeking

a political settlement without any military intervention.

I . repeat, the United States Government.is opposed
to any military intervention in Lebanon. I think it
could be destabilizing, even though thus far it has been
done with restraint.

MORE
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QUESTION: Are’ you d01ng anythlng about it?

THE PRESIDENT' We have let all. Dartles know - ¢
that we oppose any military intervention.

QUESTION: Mr, Pfesident, in almost every
campaign speech ‘it seems to me you say something about
the economy which goes aléng the lines that everything
- that should be -going up is going up and everythlng that
should be coming down is coming down.

_ , THE - PRESIDENT: That is true, and it is getting
better every: week. : o L , ) o

, OUEQTION Then that gives 001nt to my: questlon,
which is that the CBS-New York Times polls of voters have
repeatedly shown a very strange phenomenon., - Only about
a third of the people we have queried in various States
around the country expect their economic state to be
better a year from now,  The rest think it is going to be
the same and a very large proportion.---in some places,
more than half the people -- think they are 001ng to be
worse off in a year,

What is going'on?

. MORE
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THE PRESIDENT: - If you 'look at other surveys you
find that consumer confidence has been goine up and up
every month or whenever --

OUESTION: Until recently.

THE PRESIDENT: There was-ra slight drop in recent --
I think the last week or so but for the last nine months it
has been going up very steadlly and over the last year it has
gone up 100 percent.

Now, I think there was a little apprehension that
developed because we.had a wholesale price index figure that
went up .8 percent for the month of April. But now that we
had the good news of Friday where the wholesale price index
went up .3 -- then I also saw, as you did, that we had good
unemployment news and we added :some 300,000 more to our
employment figures, so I believe public confidence after that
just 30-day setback will again §tart climbing and if it
continues, as all of us think:it will, we will have a
continuous process of economic growth and stability.

QUESTION: Mr. President, could-I just for a tiny
minute get back to polities. I must say I am struck by how
nice you are being to Ronald Reagan today. At the beginning of
the broadcast you talked about how you thought he would grow
in office if somehow he wound up there at the White House.
You talked about how you have obviously taken not of some of
the statistics I cited about how many Reagan voters were
going over to Carter. Would it be fair to say that you are
not just including him, and you are not excluding him as a
Vice Presidential possibility, but you are giving serious
consideration to Ronald Reagan as your running mate?

THE PRESIDFNT: I am giving serious consideration to
him like I am to all of the other Republiean potentials. ‘
I think we have to have an open mind about all of, say, 10
to 15 individuals,including him.

QUESTIOM: Mr. President, one of the last times we had
you on this broadcast when you were Congressman Jerry Ford we
asked you about the Warren reports on the assassination of
President Kennedy. A great deal more information has come out
about motives in the case of the assassination of President
Kennedy, information which was not obviously available to vou
as a member of the Warren Commission at the time. Do you
agree with those who say that,therefore, the Warren Commission
report should be reopened, the thing should be restudied?

THE PRESIDENT: I think in the very limited area a
reopening might be desirable. The Warren Commission did make
a massive effort to try to find a motive, and we had
academicians, we had lawyers, we had all kinds of people
trying to find out.

QUESTION: Everything but the information =--

MOFRE
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THE PRESIDENT: And we never were able to find a
motive. And if there is some additional, I think,
constructive information available, I think it cught to be
reopened in that ‘very limited area.

OUESTION: You say "if,” do you not think that there
is?

‘THE PRESIDENT: I have not had an opportunity to
examine the detailed information and until I have personallv
examined it I don't think I ought to pass judgment on it.

QUESTION: Mr. President, you said repeatedly that
yours is an open Administration, anybody can come in and talk
to you. Has anybody come in and talked to you about getting
rid of Secretary Kissinger as a means of improving your
chances.

THE PRESIDENT: Absolutely not.
QUESTION: Nobody in the Administration?

THE PRESIDENT: Nobody in this Administration has come
to me asking that I fire Secretary Kissinger. I happen to think
he has done a first class job towards peace and that is the
responsibility of the Secretary, to carry out my foreign policy.
It has been successful, so I want him to stay.

QUESTIOMN: Thank you very much, President Ford.
for being our guest on Face the Nation today.

END (AT 12:15 P.M, EDT)





