Digitized from Box 26 of the White House Press Releases at the Gerald R. Fct):rd Presidential Library
“ w‘“ L YR . o .
EMBARGOED FORRELEASE UNTIL o MAY 22, 1976 <P ovm
10:40 A. M, (PDT), (1:40 P, M.,- E’DT) LT
MAY 23, 1976 , : - o

x..

v

. Office of the Whrte House Press Secx etary
(Portland, Oregon)

THE WHITE HOUSE

Sy

ST I

TEXT OF REMARKS BY TI-LE PRE‘:‘:I )ENT R e
TO BE DELIVERED AT THE COMMEN ZEMENT ‘ :
EXERCISES OF: WARNER PACIFIC COL LEGE, I‘ORTLAND OREGON

Iam honored to address this year s commencement excrcises of Warner Pa.cafic :
College. I congratulate today's. gn%duates. I zlso congratulate your parents,
families and friends, and President. Gilliam and the faculty of this fine 8¢h66l.,
I know they rmust all-be.proud, as Lam, to see another group of young Axifeidicans
well educated and well prepared to take th,eu' place in our Nation s life. As™
President, I am constantly aware that the vltimate authonty 1n our repu’blic 1s
not in the: tht”é House, itis: m the people. ’
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That's why I want to £1n1sh my most n‘nportant JOb, restoring the people s trust
in the Presidéncy itself. I did not seek this office, but neither will I shirk it,
When I became President, as you were about to start your junior year, this
country was faced :with:very.gserious problems. Under].ymg these pro‘blems was
a crisis of"tonfidemce in our government, a crisis of sp1r1t among our people.
America had been-buffeted about. for more than a decade with shocks to its
system that would have crippled a lesser country--pohtical agsassinations, a
- long and frustrating war, riots in our streets and on our campuses, economxc

dlstress, and scandals at the highest levei o '
Ina few houts before th1s responslbihty was suddenly thrust upOn me, I Was
asked what'verse.I wanted the Hble open to when I took the oath of office, * I
turned to the Bible which had beep, given me when I became Vice President by
my oldest son, Mike, who is a. drvinity student in Massachusetts. Everisince’
I was a little boy,. I have used a very spec;al verse in the ‘Hble as a prayer. _I;
am sure you are‘all familiar thh, it, It comes from’ the Book of Proverbs, and

it says, 'trust in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean not unto thine owsn

understandmg. Inall thy ways acknowledge him, and ‘he shall direct thy path, "

That was thq verse I placed my hand upon when I took the oathxof o£f1ce admin -
istered to"every President.since George Washington. These ‘words have meant
very much to me as I confronted the problems of this Natfion, *When I recéived
your invitation to address Warner Pacific, I welcomed the opportunity to'
address an :institution that encourages civic virtues based upon the highest
sp1r1tua1 values, - I agree with 'I‘hepdore Roosevelt's observation that '"to educate
a man in mind and not in morals ig to, educate a menace to' society. ' ‘Tdo much
of our education today caters to the ego of the ‘individual rather than the t¥ue © «
growth of the human personality, I am therefore gratified that excellent insti-
tutions. stich as: JWarner.Pamfxc_ continue:to.c.inspi'r.e individual growth.
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Our national life has reached the point where we must recover transcendent”? *

qualities of spirituality and morality, . 1 know of no better way for Americans-

to achieve nersonal and social regeneration. Franz Kafka wrote earher inithis 7 i

century th-t 'the fathers of the church were not afraid to go out into the'desert
because they had a richness in their hearts, But we, with r1chness all around
us, are afraid because the desert is in our hearts. "

As you today begin a new phase in your lives, I count on you to discover a
spiritual richness in your hearts. America relies upon such an inward quest
far more than our outward reach to the moon or the stars.
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4e have donie a long way m 200 years.‘ Our,first\cend:ury wis one in which
we perfected our free system of gavernment. ‘Our second century saw the
growth of the most productive economic system of all time with wealth ever
more widely shared. What do I see for our third century? I see it as the
centtity when the individual regams‘a«nd enlarges his personul freedom. Men
and women must prevail over the endless agencies and organizations that
would reduce human beings to computerized abstractions and program people
into numbers an,d. statistics, NV
. .

I place a h),gh prernlum on creat1v1ty, originality, and your right to differentiate
you rself from the mass. Today's mOuntmg dahger is from mass government,
~mass educat!,on and mass technology. -I am dete rmmed to prevent conformist

AC LT "pressures from smothering individual .expression or stifling individual

. opportunity. Individualism must stand as the sent1nel of l976 agalnst the

't‘“‘. ' . : monolithic threat of samene‘ss in our. soclety. : T
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st Never €orget that in Arrerxca. our soverexgn is the citizen; the government

K .and 1nst1tut10ns xxst to serve people, 'I'he state is a servant of the individual
e in.that, it must ne.ver become an anonymous monstrosity that masters every-
%

. one.and is responsxve to no one, . These propositions are the foundations of
our bicentennial. My vision of America's third century is one of an era of
achievements rather than apathy, of fostering the ennobling and transcendential

: ;‘-" quahtxes of the mdxvidual spxr1t ra.ther than bu11d1ng huge new bureaucrar:les.

)r.;;‘. n

- . \‘ . ' v
Two centurxes of sacr1£1ce and struggle, of confhct a.nd comprom1se. have

.i ., wonan unprecedented measure of political and economic’ 1ndependence for
, - eachofus, Iam proud to be the President of a free. government that can
. < check an.d balance its- own excesses. I am proudiof.onr free ‘etonomic system
R whu:h corrects its own enrors, controlled by ‘the’ ma,rketplate ‘of free and
B enhghtened consumers,- -} am, espectally proud of the ro.les of free{educatlon

in preserving individuality, - a
R Io,day I challenge educators, studentd and graduates to" regam the comrmitment
L.»7, -that made America great. Each generatm_n brings a new s’plrit of competition,
..,.[a;ew reseryvoirs of enthusxas » DBW resgonsea .to the humanitarian needs of
P ot,hpr.s and. regenerated pride’ 4n personal mdependence. Your generation
bears a very special task--the preservation of, 1nd1vidualism.j But you do not
Sowie bear that task alone, ' You bear it with.yqur families, your’ cOmmumtles,
v yQur &chools and churchesl Americang ha've*the hlghestl livmg sfandard
! ‘ - eyer pbtained by a nation of this slze. e
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..But if:our material: strength is- to have a.ny meam.ng , we- must éék moral

. and.spiritual growth Each gqneratlon faces new dxfﬁculties"atnd challenge s.
. Surely we have ho: less need of an.abiding. faith. than did" the Ol*egén pioneers,
who estabhshed a nhew lee in-the Amer1can wxlderness. o oo b
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. We have no less need of faith than' the .Amencan colonlsts when'they flung
a0 ‘their challenge of independence in the face of the world's moest powerful
" .2" .  empire. We have no legs need of famth than your fathe rs who found no
athelsts in the1r foxholes. “ . Ao C S
'Ihe falth of our fathe rs is hvmg still in America today. It» will live as long
e a8, freedom rings in this land ofghberty. SANPEREE I LT
! g ‘ ;
e In the stlrrmg words of "Amenca, " "long may our land be bmght, with
e freedom s holy nght protect us by thy mlgh't great God our: kmg "
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