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Statement of the Vice President

I have read with great care the statements of the
distinguished l'ajority Leader, the Senator from Montana., and
the distincuished Majority whin, the Senator from ''est Virginia,
which appeared in yesterday's Conoressional Record. I under-
stand the point of view which they so eloquently set forth.

In the context of their renarks. I would like to
apoloaize to the Senate of the Unites States and to its
members, and particularly to Senator Jackson, for my remarks
in an off-the-~-record@ meetina. There is no question that I
made a mistake.

Obviously it was a mistake to have endgaced in
unsubstantiated speculation about two members of Senator
Jackson’'s staff. even thoucgh I made no charges acainst anybody,
and even though it was a nrivate disucssion. Therefore, I
also apologize to them.

"ithout addressing the matter in detail, frankly.
what has been worrying me is that foreion covernments are
increasingly learnina how to use our pnolitical svstem; and
the orenness of our society for their own benefit, and too
often to our detriment as a people and as a nation. This
is a subject that concerns me very deervly.

In closing, I wish to emphasize that at no tire
did I ever intend to impuan the intecrity of the United
States Senate. ar institution for which I have the hichest
esteen and resvect.
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