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Statement of the Vice President 

I have read with great care the state~ents of the 
distinguished Pajori ty Leacer i the Senator from r10ntana, and 
the cistinquished r1ajori ty Whir.L the Sen1'!.tor froJ""l Pest Virginia, 
which appeared in yesterday's Congressional Recor0. I under
stand the point of view which they so eloquently set forth. 

In the context of their renarks. I ~~uld like to 
apoloqize to the Senate of thc unite(~ States an0. to its 
members v and particularly to Senator JacKson i for my remarks 
in an off-the-recor~ meetin0. ~here is no question that I 
made a mistake. 

Obviously it ',ras ::l !"'I.istake to hC'.ve eng1'!.cre0 in 
unsubstantiated speculation about tt-lO m.embers of Senator 
Jackson~s staff; even thouqh I made no charges aCTainst anybody, 
and even though it Nas a nrivate disucssion. "'herefore 7 I 
also apologize to thcm. 

~ithout a~dressing the matter in ~etail, frankly, 
t'7hat has been ~...orrying ~c is that forei<:,n CTQVermnents are 
increasingly learning hm-! to use our political syster.t: and 
the o:genness of our society for their m,m benefit, anc too 
often to our detriment as a re.ople and as a nation. This 
is a subject that concerns me very r.eenly. 

In closing, I wish to p.nphasize th~t at no ti~e 
did I ever intend to impugn the integrity of the United 
States Senate, a~ institution for ";hich I have the hiohest 
esteeM and res~ect. 
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