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Office of the White House Press Secretary 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

TO THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES: 

I transmit herewith the Treaty between the United States 
of America and the Swiss Confederation on Mutual Assistance 
in Criminal Matters, signed at Bern on May 25, 1973, six 
exchanges of interpretative letters of the same date, and 
an exchange of interpretative letters dated December 23, 
1975. I urge that the Senate advise and consent ~o 
ratification of the Treaty and related matters. 

The Treaty is the first major international agreement 
by the United States aimed at obtaining information and 
evidence needed for criminal investigations and prosecutions. 
Cooperation of this kind with Switzerland is uniquely impor­
tant because of its position as an international financial 
center. Despite the general cooperation of Swiss authorities 
in criminal cases, the procedures for obtaining needed in­
formation have been generally ponderous and inadequate. 
Despite this cooperation, United States law enforcement and 
investigative agencies have frequently encountered severe 
difficulties in obtaining needed information from Swiss banks 
because of banking secrecy laws. 

The new Treaty, as implemented by Swiss legislation, 
should open up new avenues of cooperation in Switzerland 
and greatly facilitate the work of the United States law 
enforcement and prosecutive agencies, especiallY in dealing 
with cases involving organized crime. Assistance will 
extend to ascertaining the whereabouts of persons, taking 
testimony, producing and preserving judicial and other docu­
ments, records and evidence, and serving and authenticating 
judicial and administrative documents. 

The Treaty is expected to provide a useful and 
significant tool in combating crime and bringing offenders 
to justice. I recommend that the Senate give the Treaty 
and related letters prompt consideration and consent to 
their ratification. 

GERALD R. FORD 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 
February 18. 1976 
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