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Pool Report-—After Bar Association speech, back@ito Washington.

After speech, President Pord stopved to shake hands with a youg
girl, Shari Lynn Umlas, who had written him'a letter asking him
td come to her school's social studies fair. He worked-his wayr
through two groups of well-wishers, memy of them Cubans, on the
way out of the EvergladesHotel.

Ingtead of going the two blocks to the Howard Johnson's to
greet PFC workers, as on schedule, he made a 25-mile detour %o
lIiami Beach to appear briefly at the 17th annuel fundraising i
dinner of the National Parkinson Institute, with Bob Hope as MC.
lessen said Hope phoned President during flight from Fort Myers
to Miami, talked to Terry O'Donnell and asked President to come,
Nessen said staffdiscussed it, decided against stop but that when
they brought the matter to the President, he overruled them =nd
decided to go. g

On the way across the 36th Street Causeway to Miami Beach,

a car on the other side of the median sitrip slowed, apparently to
see what was going on, and crashed into the median strip. A van
behind the car braked suddenly to avoid the carg En route badk to
Iirmi later, pool noticed that 4 or 5 other cars had crashed,

A agent said that was the result of the original crash. There were
two ambulances,zmid two wreckers and apprﬁémimately 4 or 5 police
cars also on the scene., No information 2vailable on injuries and
extent of damage. f

Moborcade proceeded to Fountainebleau Hotel, where Presidentts
procession through lobbies produced squeals, shoving and shouts
of suppori. President emitered ballroom from behind stage, as MNC:
Hope announced "Dadles and Gentlemen, we have a little surprise,
the President of the United States," Toud applausex from approximate
1000 who had paid $50 each. Band struck up "Hail to the Chief."
Ford said "I just thought I would drop in %o indicate in person my
total support for the major national effort that is being made in
Parkingson's Disease." Those who joined him on the red<carpeted
runway that extended out from the stage included Hopej’ Mra. Jeanne
Levey, mvivemmik chairman , National Board of Directors, National
Parkinson Institute; and Rep. and Mrs. SvimduiRx Claude Pepper,
D-Fla,, who represents a Miami Beach district. Ford engaged in some
banter with Hope, about golf and a recent defeat t6 the comedian,
declaring "I'm going get that money back next time,"

Hopé s2id "You're the best finale we ever had."

Iirs. Pepner then spoke, saying "You know, Claude and I are good
Democrats” and praising Ford and Betty as "one of the loveliest
ledies I%We ever known." She then added: =3

"The President is a wonderful man, He deserves a better party."

That progpted the President to say "May 1 pnave the last wopd.w Ty
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222 Pool Repori after X Bar Assn and back to Washington

added that when he called Betty Friday night, she $aid Mildred Pepper
had called and suggested he 'drop in on the dinner, "And like a good
husband, here I am," he said,

As Tord made kis way out of the-hn*ei“”*hrough the-same saqueals
and shouts he encountered on the way in, he turned to: photographers
and said "We've got a couple more&ours to go, fellows,"

The motorcade then returned to the downtown Howard Johnson's whére

e President went :m into a crowded room with 200=300 PFC workers.
Onc gign read "Vote for a Ford and Get a ILincoln." President snoke

briefly, saying he had heard how bad his organization was in Florida.
"I've been here 36 hours and I don't believe any of it." "I think IM™ie
voz a2 lot of frlends, I think we've got a good organization and I

hink we're going to win.," Res%t Drettv mach the same as before except
ne noted there were many Cubsan-Americans on hand and added: "Tet me
88y c»uegorlnally and enphatlcally ~-=the United” State%W1ll have
nothing to do with Castro's Cuba.® Big applause.

On flight back to Washington, Nessen gave pool an upbeat

ssessment of the trip and 6f the pace of the Ford camnaigy

"It was a good two days. A couvle of things were accomplished,

I think it energlzed the campalgn workers, Rammsmwmiyr I think everybooyé
spirits "went up. Everybedy'!s outlook began to turn around last®
weekend in New Hoampshire," specifically at the Univ of NH' npﬂearnnce.
"fhe feeling is that the momentum turned around at the University

of NMew Hampshire and this trip realy is a continuation of what

began at the Univ of New Hampshire."

"It allowed a large number of people to see him and hear hlm, both
in person and through newspapers and on televisapn,? "They listened
to his policies, his ideas and how he presents them.

"Something has happéned in terms of mood and feeling and momentun.
Some of it was pkamed. " Disted phone banks, direct mail and other
things, commercials, storefront operzitionse-"There was a timetable fqdr
gsetting these things up and theytre coming along and there is now
steam behind this momentum. Just because last weekend and this weelkend
have gone well he's not going to qtep up his campaigning.” He stressqgd
the energizing effect on state/campaign organigzations, Asked if he
thought Tord would win in Fla, he said "he thinks he's going 0 wir.
But it's tough, Reagan's been in there eight times, It"s not g ing A
te easy." He said ﬂ%pqnlzatlon has came together but denied *hore
hnd been = qhqheup but rather a beef-up, He ‘said *"T think there is
enlly 2 bosic and widespread affection for the President. He tapped
thet in New Hampshire and again today." Another thing he did was to
make clear his differences W1th Reagan, Asked if he meant to label

feagan an extremisy, Nessen said "I don't think he would have said id

L - . ol

i

-

=



http:C::1.r:,11J~irt�li~1f:'.rt
http:f'C'l'\)8"'.ln

: . R ST RS v B S—
5 - i . [y ‘ - ro;:‘\l b =y v
v B8« # 1 10 | '\ v—u ]" :—‘,‘ O ﬁ f .f f n
I SESTESANN) irifals (L S et
NO. WDS. - CL OF S8VC. | PD.OR COLL. | CASH NO. CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF C]OVER NiGHT TeLEGRAM

UNLESS BOX ABOVE IS CHECKED THIS
MESSAGE WILL BE SENT AS A TELEGRAM

Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are herehy agreed to

333 pool revort Miami o Washington )
3P he hadn®: meant it. He did'mean to say it." He said he was sure
thet Tord would have said it at some point but that the a-and-a at
Tort Tnuderdale gave him the opportunity.

Nessen noted that Ford had drawn differences with Reagan on
gocizl Security, foreign policy et al, -

Asked i#if he had made his Cuban statement because of tThe large
number of Cubans in the room, he said "he knew it was of tremendous
imterest in Mismi." Nessen sz2id the matter had mumwxwpvevRItEmwdmek:
not come up earlier on Florida +rip so he Jjust took opporiunity tc
say ite. :

He noted that anybody who has traveled afound with Tord has
noticed he "relishes 2 good day's campaigning." Nessen sai@ "he
wes hanging around the bottom of the ramp almost as if he wished
there was something else he could do.," In fact, Nessen was heard %o
nale Tord 2t the foot o £ the ramp "Are you looking for gsomething
elgse o do?" Ford replieds "Tet's go fo another party."

Re Tord +travel vlans, 'Nessen said "I would think he would go %
T1linois beforé the primary" on March 16 bubl that there were not
any firm olans, Celif trip is on March 10 and 1l.

‘

Tir Poithful and thorough poolens—-Tienbsdorf, Fischer,lch 1,

nod
Growald 2/14-15
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