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THE WHITE HOUSE

U. S.-JAPAN JOINT ANNOUNCEMENT TO THE PRESS
FOLLOWING THE MEETINGS OF
PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD AND
PRIME MINISTER TAKEO MIKI, AUGUST 6, 1975

1. Prime Minister Miki and President Ford met in Washington August 5 and 6
for a comprehensive review of various subjects of mutual interest. The
discussions between the two leaders, in which Minister for Foreign Affairs
Miyazawa and Secretary of State Kissinger participated, were conducted in an
informal and cordial atmosphere. Their meetings were productive and reflected
the strength and breadth of the existing friendship between Japan and the United
States.

2. The Prime Minister and the President reaffirmed the basic principles and
common purposes underlying relations between Japan and the United States as
set forth in the Joint Communique of November 20, 1974, on the occasion of

the President's visit to Japan. In so doing, the Prime Minister and the President
noted that Japan and the United States, while sharing basic values and ideals,
differ in their national characteristics and the circumstances in which they

are placed; and yet the two nations, acting together, have drawn upon the
strengths inherent in such diversity to build a mature, mutally beneficial and
complementary relationship.

They emphasized the fundamental importance in that relationship of constructive
and creative cooperation between the two countries toward the shared goals of
world peace and prosperity. Expressing satisfaction with the open and frank
dialogue which has developed between the two Governments, they pledged to
maintain and strengthen this consultation. To this end, the Minister for
Foreign Affairs and the Secretary of State will review twice a year bilateral

and global matters of common concern,
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3. The Prime Minister and the President discussed developments in Asia
following the end of armed conflict in Indochina. The President, recognizing
the importance of Asia for world peace and progress, reaffirmed that the

United States would continue to play an active and positive role in that region
and would continue to uphold its treaty commitments there. The Prime Minister
and the President welcomed the efforts being made by many nations in Asia

to strengthen their political, economic and social bases. They stated that

Japan and the United States were prepared to continue to extend assistance

and cooperation in support of these efforts. They agreed that the security of

the Republic of Korea is essential to the maintenance of peace on the Korean
peninsula, which in turn is necessary for peace and security in East Asia, in-
cluding Japan. They noted the importance of the existing security arrangements
for maintaining and preserving that peace. At the same time they strongly ex-
pressed the hope that the dialogue between the South and North would proceed in
order to ease tensions and eventually to achieve peaceful unification. In
connection with the Korean question in the United Nations, the Prime Minister and
the President expressed the hope that all concerned would recognize the im-
portance of maintaining a structure which would preserve the armistice now in
effect.

4, The Prime Minister and the President expressed their conviction that the
Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security between Japan and the United States
has greatly contributed to the maintenance of peace and security in the Far East
and is an indispensable element of the basic international political structure in
Asia, and that the continued maintenance of the Treaty serves the long-term
interests of both countries. Further, they recognized that the United States
nuclear deterrent is an important contributor to the security of Japan. In this
connection, the President reassured the Prime Minister that the United States
would continue to abide by its defense commitment to Japan under the Treaty

of Mutual Cooperation and Security in the event of armed attack against Japan,
whether by nuclear or conventional forces. The Prime Minister stated that
Japan would continue to carry out its obligations under the Treaty. The Prime
Minister and the President recognized the desirability of still closer consultations
for the smooth and effective implementation of the Treaty. They agreed that
the authorities concerned of the two countries would conduct consultations
within the framework of the Security Consultative Committee on measures to

be taken in cooperation by the two countries.
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5. The Prime Minister and the President discussed various inter-
national issues of common concern, The President noted that the
United States would continue to seek an early conclusion to negotiations
of the second agreement between the United States and the Soviet

Union on the limitation of strategic arms. The Prime Minister and
the President expressed their strong hope that prompt progress be
made through current efforts toward a peaceful settlement in the Middle
Fast,

6. The Prime Minister and the President expressed their concern
over the recent trend toward nuclear proliferation in the world, and
agreed that Japan and the United States should participate positively
in international efforts for the prevention of nuclear proliferation and
the development of adequate safeguards. They emphasized that all
nuclear-weapon states should o ntribute constructively in the areas of
nuclear arms limitation, the security of non-nuclear weapon states, and
the use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes. The Prime Minister
expressed his intention to proceed with the necessary steps to bring
about Japan's ratification of the nuclear non-proliferation treaty at
the earliest possible opportunity.

7. In light of the increasing economic interdependence of the nations
of the world, the Prime Minister and the President agreed that Japan
and the United States share a special responsiblity toward the develop-
ment of a stable and balanced world economy. They agreed that the
two countries would work in close consultation toward the resolution in
a manner beneficial to all nations of problems relating to the general
condition of the world economy, intermnational finance, trade, energy,
and cooperation between developed and developing nations, They noted
with satisfaction that trade and investment relations between the two
countries are expanding in a steady and mutually beneficial manner.

8. Observing the importance of free and expanding trade to the world
economy, the Prime Minister and the President emphasized the need
for an open international trading system, and affirmed that Japan and
the United States would continue to play a positive and constructive role
in the Tokyo Round of multilateral trade negotiations currently under-
way in Geneva within the framework of the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade,

9. Recognizing that there remain elements of instability in the world
energy situation, the Prime Minister and the President expressed their
staisfaction with the progress thus far achieved in cooperation among
consumer nations,
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They agreed to maintain and strengthen cooperation between Japan and the United
States in this field and in the development of their respective national energy
efforts. Agreeing that mutual understanding and cooperation among all nations is
fundamental to the solution of the international energy problem, they noted the
urgent need for the development of harmonious relations between oil producing
and consuming nations. In this connection, they welcomed steps now being

taken to resume the dialogue between oil producer and consumer nations, and
expressed their determination that the two countries should further strengthen
and coordinate their cooperative efforts for that purpose.

10. Noting the desirability of establishing adequate supply and distribution to
meet the world's growing demand for food, the Prime Minister and the President
agreed upon the importance of cooperation in agricultural development assistance
to promote the food production capabilities of developing countries. The
President further noted the need for the early establishment of an internationally
coordinated system of nationally-held grain reserves. The Prime Minister
stressed the need for a steady expansion of trade in agricultural products
through cooperation between exporting and importing countries to their mutual
benefit. The Prime Minister and the President reaffirmed the interest of the
two countries in maintaining and strengthening the mutually beneficial
agricultural trade between them.

11. Noting the need to assist the efforts of the developing countries to promote
their own economic development and to meet the human aspirations of their
peoples, the Prime Minister and the President agreed upon the importance of
increased cooperation, both between Japan and the United States and with the
developing countries, in such areas as development assistance and trade, in-
cluding that of primary commodities.

12. The Prime Minister and the President expressed appreciation for the
achievements recorded during the past decade by existing bilateral cooperative
programs in the fields of medicine, science, and technology, and for the work
underway in the panel for the review of Japan/U. S. Scientific and Technological
Cooperation. They declared their satisfaction at the signing on August 5 by

the Minister for Foreign Affairs and the Secretary of State of a new agreement
between the two countries for cooperation in environmental protection. They
recognized further that the promotion of mutual understanding through cultural
and educational exchange is of basic importance to the strengthening of friendly
relations between the Japanese and American peoples. In this regard, the

Prime Minister expressed his intention of continuing to expand such exchange

in addition to the promotion of Japanese studies in the United States and other
projects thus far carried out by Japan, notably through the Japan Foundation,
Welcoming the Prime Minister's statement, the President expressed his intention
to continue his efforts to make expanded resources available for further promoting
cultural and educational exchange with Japan.
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13. The Prime Minister conveyed on behalf of the people of Japan sincere
congratulations to the people of the United States as they celebrate the 200th
anniversary of their independence in the coming year. The President thanked

the Prime Minister for these sentiments and expressed the deepest appreciation
of the American people.
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