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POOL REPORT WIR FORCE ONE NEW ORLEANS -~WASHINGION APRIL 23,1975

Wheels up 9114 EDT

The Presideat came back seon after takeeff te tnlk te peel reperters,
he wearing flight jacket, drinking bourben aad water, smoking pipe,
obviously im happy moed,

he entered inte a § and A sessien ea the Tulane speechi

Asked what he theught ef the recptiem tenight, A—3% think I'll ge on
college campuses every time. We ceulda't de any better tham we did at
Notre Dame and Tulane.

The President said he doesa't like te sit in a hetel room and wasteh
time and that is the reasen for the full schedule im New Orleans/

He said the sreech had been in the werks %xxswsmkxax "abeut 10 days er se,
we had a woeeting of beb hartmana and the staff and speeches were assigned
en the basis ef seme theughts IQave te Milt Friedman, there was anether
meeting last thuraday and we gotlit really dewm only yesterday. (friedmam
daid afterwvards that the speech was finished being rewritteam on the plahe
coming te new orleans).

he said "it was decided enly yesterday'te say the Vietnaam war is finished fer the
U.S.

Why did he de it en a cellege campus? "it seemed upprOpriuto, if yeu're
going to say it.,"

Did he have the sense he was ending am era? "I think se, yes. after all
it's been a pretty long era.,® He said he first went te vietnam in 19563
with Jeha Feater dulles at the time ef the exchange ef prisonera of war im
Panmun jon,Korea, Fellewing visit te korea he spent abeut a week ia vietnam
in august 1953 "almest 22 years age."

How did he feel when he said the war was finished? ™ I had mixed onotiOPl.
that's not the way i wished it had ended. But yeu have te be realiastic.

Would this tend to help relations with congress? "I den't think what I
said tonight had any relatien te cengress.® "It is far breader than

congressional relatiens.,” 3

Crewd reactien? "vwhen i walked im they didn't have any idea vhat i was
going ie say, but there vas a tremendou ;'! rl, friendly feeling." he
said cengressman David C. Treen, r—lu hs& efd him *tulane had been

hotspot dur ing the Vietnam war. Thoy were kimt a bit apprehensive.
kipd of Sulsark didnlt get that feeling.s -

(more)
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I Asked if it m th;‘.-t roceptiu he had had . for a lpoech as president, h. i
"said "it's probably the best® but he added "Netre dame was good .* ;

3 ;.go% J't 'ut ths.dt was aten'.?%l'tﬁ..'ﬂ"t‘“ udhg: )ti]nch‘&e}dhmn.

i Bo ‘was uh«llfhnt was happening ia vietnam tonight ?mugmm“nh Yye chechd
it out. ‘and it's very !tubh," he roport.ed. : 2=

kissinger play uy pcrt. in the propun.tion of thia npeoch? Pord

2

,-vv

Did Reere
£ ansvered "ne " without hesitating. expaasha¥xant
f X
.} sxzxomindndx ssssizyraaniyx
L en reminded the president that all such speeches are sent te the NSC

: ~ feor comel'f 'l'hol, the presideat said it went threugh the system. the nse¢ knew
| about it.¥

“ A question was asked abeut the phrase in the tuiane speech: "Some tend te feel

} tInt if we dobet succed im everything, everywhere, then we have succeeded in
- nething anywhere ™ ferd was asked what he had in mind here, The president

said that was just a"broad generaliration and he wasan't referring te anyone

| i psrtl cular,

the pruldolt was reminded that secretary kissinger eiten speaks eof the
impertance of linkage ef events. The president responded "Ne, that was noet am
undor-ontting" of the linkage principle, "we can't achieve perfectien in the
world®,

J
ceerg )
hk&wgy?)ford indicated he wants te geo te visit other energy projects »i
would like teo ge to every ens ef thess things" and he said that would include
a visit to a solar energy preject, pessibly ia flerida next winter,

Asked if he waz still seeking to gel congressional appromal ef $722 Milliea
in military aid fer south vietnam, he said ¥9llk "well, it's still up there.
It will depend en the circumstances whea I get back." ho pointed out that
there is "a very fluid situatioes® lnd "if there is a aigniticanyﬁungo we'll
have 19 reassess it." Having been any, ford said,he did net want te make

any jndgo-olt aew,

He was asked if the fact that americs's rele im the war has ended has lifted a
burdea off his administratien as well as the ceuntry, Ferd said "well, it's
lifted seme, but added ethers. we'll have te wait an? see how it balances eut.®
(PEOTOS: Nessen refused twice te permit filming er phetegraphing of the presidest's
session with the poeel.)

Appointlntl for Thuraday: 12 nooa Reckefeller; 2 p.m. Laber-management commities;
5:10 pom. ~spesch te» Advertisiag Ceuncil (east room),5:20 p.m. rocepiion for same

group,
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g’hf f.r/norton ,/b;rnu s lew hn/ grevald.
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