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POOL REPORT 3/29 75: 

The Pl"esitlent came back ill about 10:15. He was rieat"ing a 

blue Ail" Force 0 e ~acket with "JeTt'y Ford" 0 .1::\ a. ~2,bel over 

. kkB the left sid o'f his chest, Ull1et' the FreSidf:;f ti.al seal. 

He was ash:ed a."ul))'t his (lecisi.oD to sit:,'t) t~le ta.x b~ll 2.1)1 

'CesPQ'Pc3ed: "It W.s a tough call.X••• I think tt wa.~ the right 

deci. siol1." A.sker if it was the tl)uehest he ha.~ e!ver rna.de, 

he 88.1<1: "No it lvaSll.t, but it was as toueb B.S· Bl+. But it 

WB,S a. tough call~ 11 He wa.s asked about the si. tU8.tipn itl 
•South Vietnam an~ he cOUlJtered with a Noile ano S~id: "Let's 

talk about Eastet-. If Asketl to assess the ai. tua"tion in VietDs.m, . 
I 

be -repl'i ed: "I' If te.lk to you about that on Thu-rsday. II (A 

:reference to bis l San Diego i~ news conference. 
I . 

. Asked aboutbis scbec3ule in Palm Springs, he sa~d it 
was If going to be VlOl"k 3/4ths of the time." HE: said "it will 

give Betty all oppor'tuni. ty to get some real good .sun, which 

she needs very batJly.n 

The FiTst La.dy also stopped in the press section a few 

mi.ou'tes after the Presiljen"t went fOT\vs.To. Helen asked romu 
whether she had a neVi Easter outf:i.i;. She said she didn't. 

"It's not impoy"tan't what I wear," adding that the day itself 

is what is important. She said that son Juck would be visi.ting. 

He is a s·~uden't at Utah sta:te University. Asked l.f she he.d 

been to Pal.m Spr:i.nes l)efo'!e, she sa.id zt.lnankn:!:brlxrbxrb:kmwJarOxro the 

last time was Easter a year ago, but that they had been theTe 

me.ny times. Asketl about bel" pla.'f.JS in Fe.lT:! SpTings, she said: 

ttl hope lots of swimming." She tl)oted "toat the F·cer) \'/i1600s 

.he.ve 6lo1')tJeb1.1dTen, 

one fl)t' adul·te atll3 

eo 

one 

"they har) 
, 

fl)"t ~bea1.

tb't' ee 

.lt:r." 

pools: "one fot' 

theAsker) aO(1)t 

€5lJl~~'E3~jf ki(Jd i es J 

ERA a,merjfJ.Illent J 

" 
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~he sa.id: "1 we at)'t')' t ma.ke i"li thi. s year, '."Ie ' \11 make' it 

t\EO.."'t.y~e,t'." skcQ i: she is fee~ing W~llt I.!"r , - FO:Q 
t'epllerJ, "I rea.llY Qt). I feel fl.ve. n i.:>he W8·S iVl€,at"lng 

a brt)w'() tHt)-fi.ece suede ~iI suit. \ 

liessel:) I>ppetnel] eaxly in the fli,;::,;'irt iit) 0ffel" SOf:le 

8.()rHt'i.f)·08.1 comments t)u ~he Freeioent's s~" .ter~l ,(;ilt on the 

1)f:~e t)f ilmet"if:8t:1 sh·t.l}s 't f ) 're-:;~C1)e SOlJ 'th \71.(.; b1e r.JGSe 1"Ed'u;(,;;8e:S 
. I 


;yt Da Na.ng. Ie (;esc:rbied the ~ ~lcn es "part jof c>t' 


i. Dtel'Poa:~OI)8.~ hUl[)t~l)i. t~'xian ef~o:t. n He said f) 1~he:r _C~1) Ii '" l' 1. ~':' 
have 'l.),)1:11 c~t ~!d they wl.ll pa:rt1 clpa,te: Aus-tl'alll,l, Ut)l ted Kll')gr)t)'J, 

Ha.tionalist bhin8., Phi:liDP1.nfrs. I 
He saitl !: "Out" vessels will nf)t eutex the combat exec- s 

i 
01" participate io any hostilities." He said the n:requisite 

I
membel's of Cf)vt,'t'css ha.ve been t)t)tifi ed." He !:lU.i.1j ~j, e 'H a i)t)t 

know which I'Jernbe:rf:l have been coutccted, but e,:',~)lai"ed thE't 

this W8,8 being ba'(l<:11e() b~1 Jt)hn rl:arsh. And nasseu sa:tl5 a lot 

f)f the ~er(lbe:rs had been sentl s?.s3:es • .... 

! 
Nessen o'f'fel'e r) a lengthy/defense of the ship' :re:scue 

. ope-r8.ti.t)n. He ci.ted section th:ree f)f the V:ar Powers Act, 

saying it' "t"equixes that members of Ct)i16"1"CfSS be cf)usul'cft(J 

~:id:it only when U.S. forces are i.'trtroduced into sttuations 

irJvolviY.lC; hosttli.ti.es f)'( whe-re hostili:ties axe imroine1il'Ii. And 

' that is not the case with this evacuation. Nevc-rtheless, 

the ~Whi te Ht)use' is infoTrning roerube-cs f)f Ct)n,g.ress it') keeping 

with the spi1"i 1. f)f the wa:r: povrers a.ct • •~Z« Involveroent 

iu hostilities wi.ll be aVQidad~ 
Then he .rae"c)'bif)ned a. second lHVI whi.ch rlytcht be applicel)le: 

the August 1973 law prohibi·ti.ng Xkr.:t U.S. rnilita:ry ff)t'ces in 

Inoochi.1JE\.. "Th.is fj,ction <loes tlo ·t viola.te the.t law." He sa.id 
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thiS S JTOhi.jbits u.s. rnilit~t,(y fO-rCE£S from b l coming it)volved 

'in nostilitijS. "An'] this huroa.nita-ria.tl effort liS not oesi01ed .. 
"l~O become in \olved in hostilities.a i \ 

He also I sai~ , the action ooes Dot violB~e ithe~973 Petis 

:ocace accOl"(] ~ "beca.tlse th~se tefue;ees ,:vere ctE:ia.t (: (: by viol£t.i.o·r)S 

by the l~o:rth ~iet.)',)8f.:lese a.D<1 the Uni t.ed States I'i. S not boul)(J 

to -ref-rain ftf)nl hVfo['.ni'tati.an e 'Zfo"c cs by the l'a'Cis -'JeaCE; c.'CCOt'lJs." 
I - I .a,; 

TIe ~ ~~le~Dea tba~ the PTGsideDt's author{t~ h8a been 
i 

\. vel'ifi.eiJ by the lega.l counsel's offices at t h€1 ';'l11i te House 
I •

aui) t hE: I ' el:lta.gon •I, ' Hessen ~'VovlQ 1')0 t sa:y hf)'ll the idea of usi1n b s1.1i. p::I 
'been tL ~-7.t · " ~"""'·a iDi"tia.ted. But SO. 1(~ PO~((J GC?d talked ablju'~I 

I ~.-"his ' ideas'" eatlicl' in the weeR ~ with Kissi.necl' aDaI 
I Schlesinc;el'. 


As -U' the l'res;'(3<;;t')t still thi-n.k~: "th0 Thieu t;OVet:Q loent 


cat) SUl'vtvo, n~ssen Teplie~: nAs faT a.s I kOf)w." Lsked if 


the Pl'esi<1ent believes Thieu shf)uld remain in office, 


Ne ssen S2.;' Q: l'Ee' 6 t hl~ electca bead of the t:;OV(;'C'Y.H;ent. V!hC?:t 


h;i S he to 00 with the Cf)I(Il'lu'Y)ist ette.c lcs?!f :;:;~:;~ c:riDi.nt; t, r;c 

rl',i 1i t[l'(:" E: i t t12 t. i f)'(' , 11c ::.sen ii'i.; "-~ " "':.~ ~-: :.... ::.. -~ ~]' .t rJ: "7.he L/)V v li II "_1:' 't 

'i. :::'. lAllling ba.ck Lo \ :lJ2:t it considel'S ali '06 it caxl <1 eien(;' 

rYcsi<1ent Thieu 2U~ llis geDe~als have to dl'BW that line. I t 's 

thei-r WE:r::. ~hc~'l'e fi.ghting ·the wa.r.C""The ';;hite 1-:01;6e can,·t 

tell you wheTe that line is." 
No bTiefinG Sun<1a.y. no "IOTr} on socia.l events. -. . 

A1llO\')g tho:.::e on ' bt)a"(l}: numsfeld, Ha.ttmatm an r) wi.fe, Gl'eens),jan, 
Hessen anr} family, Lukash, Sheila, Weidenfeld. 

es, 
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