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PRESS CONFERERCL RO. 9

of the

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

11:056 AM. EDT
February 26, la?S
Wednesday

In the Convention Hall
At the Diplomat Hotel
Bollywood, Florida

. THE PRESIDENT: Good morning. Will you plesse
git down.

First, let me express my appreciation to the
people of Florida for their hoapitality." It has been
a pleasure being here, and I lookX forward to the rest of
the day. 3

. o Before answering questions, I have a short
ol prepared ptatement that I would like LO make at the
outset. It reads as 4ollows.

; “"There have been reports in recant weeks of
attempts in the 1n,crndrlonu1 banking communiiy to
discriminate againet certain institutions or ind1v1duala
on rniagzous or eihnic ?Toundu.

. "There should be no doubt .about the position -
7, of this Administration and the United States. Such =~ -
Y . discrimination is totally contrary to the. American
e tradition and repugnant to Ameriecan principles. It has
MO place in the free practlce of commerce as it has flourished
. in this country.

: "Foreign businessmen and investors are nost
welcome in the United States when they are willing to
““conform to the principlee of our society. Howevesr, any
- allegations of discrimination will be fully investigated
and appropriate action taken under the laws of tha

United States."

Hr. HMcDemmott.

QUESTION: Mr. President, what was behind Dr.
Xissinger's recent observation that some day we might have
to go in and destroy the oil wells of the Middle East?

Do you envision such a posoihility ever happening?

-
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THE PRESIDENT: X do not recollect the
precise statement that is attributed to the Secretary.
I suspect you are referring to the oft guoted statement
about strangulation.

I have answered that queatxon, as has the
Secretary, on a number of occasions. To be repetitive
at this point I think might only increase cpeculation.
The facts are that there was an answer to a very
hypothetical questian of the nmost extreme circumstances,
and both the Secretery and I have indicated our views
on the subject.

QUESTION: Thank you, Mpr. President.

“u QUESTION: HNr. President, is what vou call our
“moral commitment +to arm South Vietnam arnd Caabocdia open~
ended, and what are you doing speeifically to bring the

wazring parties to the peace table?

" TBE PRESYLENT: The comnitment that we have to
the *South Vietnamose and the comuitment that we have to
ecme extent in Cgmhodia is one that we, as the United
‘States, agreea-at the ‘Parig Peace accords, that we would
withdraw our forces and that hopefully peace would be
established in Indcchina.

Part of our commitment was that we would, in
the process or ag the result of the withdrawel of our
" own military personnel, we would continue to supply
arms on a replacement basis, and thétcommitment was
predicated on the willingness of the South Vietnamsse
to fight aggression from North Vietnam.

. The South Vietnamese are fighting, are trying
to protect their country, andere seeking to defend their
country from invasion. It seems to:methat as we look back
" at our participation in the Paris accords, and the
promises that were made, as long as they were willing to
- fight against aggression and invasion, that we had an

obligation to help them wlth mxl¢tary equzpment on
fa replacement basis. ,

RS S
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e The situatlon there is one that Ilam wxlllng to
negotiate with the Congress, I indicated that if the
Congress would join with me, we would make a firm and
final decieion on a three-year basis to permit South
Vietnam to get over the current crieis that™ they face.'
I think that would be a reasonable solution.
I am told that the South Vietnamese in a three-year
period, with our military and economic aid, would be
able to handle the situation.
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QUESTION: What about Cambodia?

TRE PRESSIDENT: Cambodia, the problem there is
extremely coritical, Unless there is additional U. 5, military
aid, as I have recammended, the Cambodians will run out of
ammunition in & relatively short period of time., I think
that that would be most unfortunate because 1f they are able -~
between now and the end of the dry peason -~ to maintain their
national integrity -- the present government -- there is a
possibility of negotiations that might end the war in Cambodia.

QUESTION: HMr. Preeident with reference to your
energy-ecoOnOmic program,-€ongress d& going »ff- in-one direction. - =
You rave suggested @nother direction., You havVe also suggested
that you are willing. to compromise. I wender if you might
specify soms of these areas of compromise?

THE I'RESINIRT: There was a sirgle plan proposed
by the majority pariv in the Congress. It is a 6light exaggeratiorn,
but there are many, any plans that have been gdigceussed by the
majority party. I cen think of three in particular, thez plan
that is proposed by Senator Pastore, the plan that is proposed
by Congressman dim Weight of Texas and the plen that has besn
proposea by Chairman Al Vllman ¢f the House Commitiee on Ways
and Means. )

And I understand there are any morc. What we nezed
is a plan that the Democrats can agree on, if ihey <an, and
then we cen sit down and, hopsiully, negotiate. I am willing
to cooperate, but we have to have gomzthing to cooperate with,
and so far, they have not come up with anything where thev are
in agreement, so until they do, we are going to0 pursue Our plen,
which I thirk is fair and equitable and a solviicn to the energy
problem.

QUESTIOH: Are you saying, a eingle package plan from
the Democrats before you will negotiate?

" THE PRESIDENT:¢ I think that is a fair statement, and
I think it is a fair proposition. We have to sit around a table
with. a group or somebody., :vhere Fheyqs 5y, -Here-is Vouriplan &7 -:
and here is my plan," and then we can try 10 integrate them.
But until they have some consensus .on their side, we are in
the position where there is nho real viable plan for us to take
a look at.

Now, I intend to keep the pressure on. The prescure
that I have used in legal and legitimate ways has precipitated
more response in the Congrese thasn &ny time in the last three
years. We still have some time, and when I get back to
Washington, if they have got & plan where they agree, then we
can sit down and negotiate.

MORE
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QUESTION: Mr. President, some of the news executives
who had breakfast with you this morning report that you talked
about Congress not acting on an ant-recession tax cut until
June. Are you really that pessimistic about the outlook?

THE PRESIDENT: I certsinly hope that Congress acts
before then, but I submitted my economic plan for the
stimulation of our economy,s80 we could reduce unemployment,
50 we could increase employment, in January -~ X think it was %
Januar3 15th of this year. v :

And our proposal was very simple and hopefully it

would result in Congreds actihg veRsyriquitXly i« It dstalmost: five 7+ i -

weeXe now, and the House of Representatives has not yet acted,
I hope they act this week. BHearings probably will staxrt in the
Senate Committee on Iinance next week, and then it haz to go
to the Senate., And then, if there are differences between

- the Senate plan and the House plan, it will have to go to

conference, That could concelvably take Lntxl June.

= thlnk hat is very 111-advxaed and extremelv
serious. We had hoped that Congress would act by the middle
of March at the latest, and they could have,; if they had taken

‘1fff.the sxmple SpeCIflc tax reductlons that I “ecommcnded.u

"‘.r. P '--"A'e'i- T

: UnfortunataAy, the parlxamentarv process haa been
slowed down in the Congress, and the countyy heas been the loser.
We need a stimulant now, and 1 hope the Congress will realize

‘the urgency of the need for action. = And I trust that now that

they have been reminded of thelr alowness, that thev will
xpadzte the process. L 15 G : : AR,

\'QUESTION: Good momning, Mr. President. ‘I am Diock

L R

fdest week here,‘ South Tlorzda, Georgelheanvzm

{proposed the natlonallzatxon as an Wtimate solution of the
01l industry. Heretofore, there have been proposals from

Congress for the nationalization of health insurance snd for

‘utilities and for the-ral*voada,awbotyou gse these proporais‘aa {w~
_ reluctance on the part of the Amépicanm people”to “tough out our
‘ econOmlc woes. and accelerate a drlft lnto soczallsm, 51r1~,,,

*'THK PRBSIDENT. ¥ do no* ‘hlnk the nutlondllzutlon of

T any iﬁaustry in the United States is in our best 1nterest, nox
7 do I think a government monopoly in any industry is a pood

e answer, without-being critical of individual employees of the

/" Postal Service. I think the Postal Service NHag not been as good

an answer as we would like to the delivery of mail. We are

. trying to improve it, but it does seem to me that there is a

better answer to the energy problem that the natzonal;zatlon
of the 011 1ndustvy. ‘5 : , Prag

s _, ”

: We do have to atxmulate proouctlon. we do have to,
through the windfall profits tax that I have proposed, keep
profite at a reasonable lavel. We do have to makxe sure that.
we get away from foreign oil imports, but I honestly do not
believe natlonallzatlon is the best answer.» : :
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QUESTION: MHr. President, on oil -- with
your favoring of a minimum price level and oil deregulatlon -
won't you be guaranteeing to the oil companies a
revenue bonanza that is based solely on the arbitrarily
high price levels that have been cet in the past year or
50 by the OPEC countriesg?

THE PRESIDENHT: My energy program does not
guarantee any specific. price except that we have " been
negotiating with-other consuming nations for what is a
ninimum price or a floor price.

A minimum price at a reasonable levelis a way
in which we can continue to stimulate domestic production
of additionazl oil, 'additional natural gas, and other

We are not guaranteeing oil companies any
particular price, and if there is a winafall profit,
then the Congress has an obligation to enact my windfall
profite tax so that there will not be ineqguitable
benefits from the epergy crisis by the oil companies.

QUESTION: Bill Groves from Jacksonvillé.

Mr. President, is it true that either rationing
or allocation would be less inflationary than_the packsge
you have proposed, and would be less burdensome on those
least able to pay?

THE PRESIDENT: I do mot think that im the
fundamental issue that is involved. Rationing, gasoline
rationing, for example, would be very inequitable, and
it would notoprovide any stimulant for new sourc=s of
energy, either oil, natural gas or any of the others.

Allocation--import sliocations I asgume you
are referring to--according to the experts that have
looked at it, that I have listened to, tell me that would
probably be more injurious to our economy than any
other procedure that was used. You would have government
officials making arbitrary decisions as to how much oil
could owe to one industry or to another and that would

inevitably be discriminatory. ) ﬁ;rc?*nizs’cax BT Bk P W

- 35 happen to think that the prlce mechaniam e

procedure which I have proposed is a batter plan

because it gives flexibility to users to make those
basic deoisions.

The plan that I reconmended has, according to
the experta that we have taslked with and I have listened
to, a one-shot increase in coat. On the other hand,
through the tax rebate program that I have recommended,
the added energy cost to individuals, to business, to
government, would bs turned to those people who have had
an added cost. .

So, it would be fruitful as far as the users are
concerned, and it would stimulate production, which ie
what we really want.

HORE
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QUESTION: Mr. President, now that unemployment 5
hags reached a very high point and it neems likely to
go even higher, ig there anything that you can do as
President to alleviate the situation without going
to Congress, and if there is, what i it and do you
intend to do it and if so, uhen? .
THE PRESIDENT: Namber one, we submitted an t
economic plan to the Congress, a tax resduction proposal ‘
that would have returned to taxpayers or resulted in 3
a reduction in taxes of some §16.5 hillion. That
pvoposal is on the agenda of the Congress. :
% w;sh they would act more qulckly, and some §
ke L of our problems might be alleviated. Other than that, .
~:..z I think we have to seek:to:restore. public.confidence . - _.x .. v -wonns}
ks i in the system and in tha prospecta for economlc oS e e e A '
SR "‘{' b B There is some ev1denc# taat the. public Tow . e [J;E
SR 1ibelzevea, as most experts agres, that we are R i e e SR
; - -bottoming out, so to speak, and the prospects for an'”j' RO LR

" inerease in employment and a decrease in unemployment P I
=~ will come ﬂometxme 1n the thxrd o" fourtb quarter ox g ) L
¥ 1975- _-7, v A’ N el Yviea . d :

AR QUES”IOH' Nhat'you aP&‘dﬁYng then 1s thera. =
i reallv nothirg more that ycu as Presxd&)t can do. '

‘( -

> e ; §07 i
& L R i “THE PRB°IDE¥T Y an pot ba]:ave 50. On the i
2 ”3«=7;othe. hand, if there is anything, instead of increasing
£3 - .expenditures, as sowme have puggested, I would favor a = - .
.z - 7 larger tax decrease, but at the present moment I do - et 2 T
“‘,j@not'thznk e have raached that po;nt. i e s

:=;3Ff1; B0 We could f+nd out whether that'ls enough stimulant, o SV
< "ﬂlbut:othar than ‘that, I Jmow of na otner propoeﬂl--“ gl

, A o " & ,,f ti'
g QUESTION* Hr; Prc51dcnt youp “JaanJQ advuse“
ﬁ: ernnndo DeBaca,. told the Miami Rews yesterdoy that you
have never formally re-evaluated U.S. fopolgn policy toward iy
Cuba since you became the Pres ;dent. Are . you in the procesg
of re—cvaluatzng the govermment's- position,::and-doiyou. ©iin
e fbrecee any lifting of economic and dlplomatlc sanctlons
Gt toward Cuba in thc 1mmedlate fhture? 2

L . j-”r THE PRESIDEHT' Very frequcntly in my dale ;
T UERE ;meetlngs with Secretary of State Kissinger we discuss

3Lat1n Anerican policy, including our policy toward

‘Cuba. The policy today is the same as it has been,

which is that if Cuba will re-evaluate and give us pome
‘-indication of a change of ita policy toward the United
States, then we certainly would take another look, but
. ~thus far there is no sign of Mr. Castro's change of

‘heart, and so we think it is in our best interest to

. econtinue the pOllClEB thst are in effect dt the present
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:do have a policy of selling arms to other nations if

- proper military balgnce is essential for intermal as

_ Qisproportionate number of elderly persons, thousands of ' - -

- that would resducs or take away what little assistance

 Federal Govermment is spending $20?.5 million for that

- programs.

Y Cin . piael v 4 f ‘ 2oy 7l- . s - p i iy S, il

QUESTION: Mr. President, a number of «
responsible Americans, including Senator Mansfield, have
expressed ‘concern that we are selling more arms than
ever to more nations. We now gell to Pakistan as well

. a5 India;, to Arab countries as well as Israel,

What is your credo in regard to arms Balea? Is
i it influenced by the state of the economy, and what
ido you say to those who say that such sales are immoral?

. THE PRESIDENT: TFiral, let me be very- specific,
Tha sales of U.S. military equipment to any country is
inot predicated on trying to help the U.Z. econcmy. KWe

" that country feels it has an internal security problem;
and number two, if it is hecessary for one o ygr:of the 73 7 wirs e
countries to maintain their national integrity or security.

We believe that in many areas of the world a

well as external security of various countries. And
where ‘other nations, such as the Soviat Union, does sell
or give arms to one country or another, if another

country feels That xor its own gsecurity it nezds additional
military equipment and has the cash, then we feel that it
is proper to make a sale from the United States to that
country 5

QUESTION: Mr. President, South Florida has a

poor and elderly who are finding it hard to even have
one hot meal a day, How can we justify Federal programs

they are getting now, particularly when we continue to
pump millions of dollars in foreign aid overseas? '

The,queation they are a$k¢“g is, when does
charity degin at home?

THE PRESIDENT: Let's take the food for the
elderly program. In this current fiscal year the

program under the older citizens ;eglslatlon, which is

T TR et G e il

We will continue.to monitor thes situation, and
if that is inddequate, we will do our utmost to find
additioni X funding.

But I think it ham to be put in perspective
that $202 million plus is not an inconsequential amount
just for that one pregram, plus the other programs that
are aimed at helping our older citizens.

I feel very strongly that they should be given
adequate aid and assistance, plua Social Security, and I f
should say that I have not recommended a reduction in : '
Social Security, but have recommended a & percent '
increase in Social Security benefits, along with other

B SisCr DG L

MORE



http:con"tinue.to

o Tal g ol T PRl R TT O T " P S G —— L STFRean L& i L
ot . . e = . s At L ol I 3 ¥ £
P ~ vy - T . " . 5% 4 ; - ; it L

A » . A y .- 4 {
> 4 L F Vo 4 A 5 N, w ST e . gy i A ¢
- E;,.- P L at g Mo b - - e R g v e x Jirrue . = S o T |

Page 8

QUESTIONR: Mr. Presid=nt, good morning. I
wonder now that the sentences have been handed down in
the Watergate caspe against the former top Administration
officislg, how you would feel on the issue of -pardon for
those men, especislly in the light of their contention
that they have done nothing that is any more wrong than
the Fresident under whom they served.

- ———

. THE PRESIDENT: It seems to ma, number one,
e since they are appealing their gentencing, that it :
' would be inappropriate for me to make any comment L e

one way or another. And number two, if and when the time
: comes, the proper thing for them to do weuld be to apply
;;L:; © in the reguiar protedure or-process, which is. through the.
e pardon attorney in the Department of JusLica- "ﬁ_:. : 557

ﬂf4{‘- ’15‘, QUESTIDH' Wlthout gettxng 1nto speclfic

' - caseg on the general premige, would you be sympathetic
- more in these particular cases toward a pardon bec&use
of the c1r0Lmstances?

e 2% TBB PRESIDEH”' I don't thlnk.it would be
R aPPrOPPLEte to make a comment in that regard becauge
Epes o they are limited in number, and I would not want to

m]udice their cur"ent' &ppeal b? any co)m8nt that I
mgﬂlt make. 7 B o o
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QUESBTION: Mr. President, a5 you know, Ilorida has
some of the highest clectrical pover bills in the Nation,
Won't the people who pay those billc be hurt substantially by
your foreign oil import program, sinece most, if not all, of
the ©0il that Florida power compznies burn comes from Venezuela?

TBE PRESIDENT: The energy program that I have
recommended would not resuvlt in Florida paying a disproporticnat«
share of any cost inerease. As a matter of fact, under the
administrative action thzt I have taken, we have, under the
first dollar, exempted heating c¢il as far as Florida is con-
ceimed, as far as New England is coencerned, as far as Hawaizl,

the areas that are, nB you 1nd1care, in the Bame c1rcumstar“,s
as Florida,

And under the permanent program that I have recommendeu,
the added energy cost to a family, or to business, er to
governmant, would be yebated to the individuel, to the business
and to the govurnments, so there wovld bz & nrutyral impact.
The»efore, it <cems to me that my Ppropossl is zxtremsly
equi zable and would-not Tesult in any drzwvro.rtionats burden

QUESTION: prr. President, youxr opening statement
peeméd ‘to imply that the United States was planning some sort
of action against the Arad mations that have embargoed Jewishi-
owned banks. Could you be movg specific? What sort of *things
might we do in this case, if the embargo continues?

THE PRESIDEHT: All we have so far are sonma :
allegations. Y have asked the Departmenis of Justice. Commerce
and State to investludte any allegaticns. The actual action
that would be taken will be forthooming fram secocmnendations

by those departments. They have not been placa& on my des P
at the present tinme.

T R E A IS

_ QUESTION: Mr. President. you have referred to the [
guestion of aid to Cambodia 25 a mopal one relating to the N, 2
credibility of the United States. But is the iseue of :
credibility rezlly at stake when s many of those with whom we
would want to maintain it criticized ocur involvement in.that- -
area to begin w-th and long urged us to get-out before we dlﬁ' :

el S

R R

TBB PRESIDENT: Are you referring to other nat;onb? g
QUESTION: Other nations, ves.

- THE PRCSIDENT: I dowfot think we can conduct American
forelgn policy oh the basis of what other nations think is
in our best interest. The United States has %o predicate its
foreign policy on what it thinke ik in Amerioca's best iaterest.

~ How, we respect the right of other nations to be
¢critical of what we do, but it is my responsibility and, I

-

think, the responsibility of people in authority in the United
States to make decisions that are based on what we think is
good for America, and that is the way it will be decided as
long as I am Pr-51dent.

'HORE
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" he has been recenrly confirmed. And I ar confident, when he
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QUESTIOR: Mr. Pr°51dcnt there has been a new
crop of reports in recent .Gays about the possibility of
Secretary Kiesinger leaving office this year to be succeeded
by Ambassador Llliot Richardson. Could you comment on thece
raporta, and specifically, do you expect Dr. Xissinger to
rgmain in office at least until November of next year?

THE PRESIDLKT: I happen to feel very strongly that
Secretary Henry hlsainger 18 an outstanding Secretary of State,
and he and I have never discussed any change in his responsilbilities. &
I know of no plans of any kind whatsoever on my part, or his

part, to change the responsibilities —- the very. heavy and. - @ «e e oaew
important responsnbal\txes that he hasi: ; S FuE 3

_ On the pther hand, I recently submitted the name of
Elliot Richardsop to be Ambassador to Great Britain. I picked
him because I think he will do a first class job there, and

goes to London, -he will caxyy out those reoponn10114t1es in
that JQb in a- very Lduhplarv way. 2t R
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QUESTION: Mr. President, it is eatimated by
immagratlon officialp here in South Florida that
there are up to 90,000 illegal aliens gainfully employed
in Southeast Florlda alone, It is also estimated
our unemployment figure runs cloze to that amount. What

is ypur oiffice doing to address itself to this particular
proRlem?

THE PRESIDENT: We have been trying to streagthen
the arm of the Immigration and Naturalization Service,
the2 Department of Justice, in order %o handle in an appro-
priate way the illegal alien problem.

Florida has a serious problem. California has
an equally sericus problem. We are trying to work with
the Hexican government, for.example; primarily out in -
the Western gtates. We are fully ccegnizant of the
agverse impact that iliegal aliens have on employment
opportunities of American citizens, but we ars trying -
to stop the flow in. Wa are seeking to send back illegal

aliens as quickly as possible under the laws of the
Unxted States,

" QUESTION: Mp. Presldent Senator Pastore is
nroposing that there be a speciszl election anytime an
gppointed Yice Prezsident succeeded to the Presidency;
that 15, if there is more than one yerr of the term
remalnzng

: Since you ara the only such person, what is
your feeling about it? Would you recommend or endorse
q change in the Twenty-flftﬁ Amendment?

~ THE PRESTHLH* I am not sure that I ought to
pase judgment on ths validity of the Twenty~fifth
. pAmendment. I guess I could gay it worked pratty well
- #this time. {Laughter)

But I think it is ayprop“;ute tbat the Congreus
tAXe arother look at the Twenty-Ififth Amendment. It

-1f»~wa8 passed, as I think most of us know, not to meet the

unique circumstances that developed in 1873 and 1374,

' Perhapa this experienca does-requlre ‘tHe Congress'
ey to také g look, to see whether there is a better way or

a different way where a Vice President might be
selected,

-~

QUESTION: Do you feel any handicap for not

- having. one, a Presidential electicon, and still holding
the offlce?

THE PRESIDEHT The anzwer isnno,
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QUESTIONR:

Hewb, Miwni.

You ptated Congress has been slow to act on
two of the Nation's major issues -- energy and the tax
As a former Congrespman, can you give us any
insight into why you feel the Congrese is having this

cut.

difficulty?

THE PRESIDEXNT:

Page 1%

to act quickly enough in reducing taxes, as I
recommended, I am really perplexed because we recommended

a very simple method of returning $16.5 billion to the
Ameﬂlcan people and to American business. -

That should huve been quickly convldered

acted on very rapidly, and I do not understand why there

has bc‘n the klnd.of delay that has taken place.

Mr. President, Jim Reynolds, WIOD

In the cage of the energy problem, that is

more 'understanddble. |

pages in one bill that I

reoulrb hedr¢ngs and act;on.

uﬁdef stand -- is why

Even though I don't like it,
_it is a very ccmprehensive program thet invoives 170
recommended ano thub will

Bﬁt what dlsabp01nts me -- uﬁd th'v I d) nof
trere have not bean hearings

before the proper comiti=es in the House and tho
- Senate on either my pla: or the oiners that the LGEOCPBTLC
Hembnra 1n tha Congress Jave, on thclP pxans. Wtiory

the need and the neceseiiy.
just hoped the probliem would go away.

beglnnlng to realize it i eerlous,and hOPEfUle thepg  f’A
will be some. affxrmatlve uCtlon. ~f.3.;nv Sy e SRR

QUESTION

TBE PRESIDENT

Up until r=cently, thoey
Now they are

people were told there was. Tf PRI
Cpuld 309.L‘  ,} 

dlfferent situation from Vietnam.

in the Peris accords.,
So, our obligation, which I think is
- is that they want to maintain their national ‘integrity,

wWay.

Cambodla 15 1n a
Vietnam

e s Mr. Pne31dent,71n answerlng an
f;_earliev questlon about Cambodia, you used the phrase A
: "the commitment that we have to scme extent to Cambodla,“
el ‘distinguish it from Vietnam, P,
B .,” comitment to Cambodia wiizn at the time.the American ..
~*~wa~~-troops went in. there in 1570,
. - . 'not.going tc be any lonb—term commltment?
-  erplaln that, 81r7 '] A,

Just what is our

somewhat

is involved
Cambodia was not in an official
important,

But that;a\ﬂu'I have the presaura on w:th the“
I think they are now beginning to focus on

their security of their country against outside forces.

In the failure of the Congrees

a:xd'
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- The policy of this country ig to help

those nations with military hardware, net U.S5. military
personnel, where the government and the people or a
country want to protect their country Irom foreign
aggression or foreign invasion.

This is, to a substantial degree, in post-
World War X1 the tradition of the United. States, and I
think if people in a country want to £ight for freedom
for their country, 1o the degree that we can, I
think we ought to expandlireedom around the world.

THE PRESS: Thank you, Mr. President.
THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much.

ERD (AT 11:35 A.M. XIT)
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