POOL REPORT: SIGHING BUDGET MZSSAGE L5 {
' 10 AM, MONDAY, FE3ZUARY 3 ‘

For the signing some L0 staff members of OMB were present.

The President entered the m» om accompanied by =% outgoing
B director Roy Ash. There was one paragreph aidded to the
=¥ printed tex 6f the statement. It has been put axt by
the press office as a supoliment. In spite of acknowledging
the OMB people and Ash during the statement he continued to
look into the cameras...never turning h¥¥s head., He read
quietly and without the usual emphasis of a speeche AT

the conclusion he signed the greenébéund document and
wremarked tb Ash,‘"why didn't we send up theée with the same
red color®(a reference to fhe paperback copies). To which
Ash respoﬂded: "Tt would have been cheaver, too," The

President then joked pnat-aﬂxzxgnxgiaaf le £t handers lﬂ#ﬁﬁﬂﬁ'
I=morxaet misht appear awkward signing documents, but did

Fou notice those two left handers playing tennis yesterday?‘

(paraphrase) Later, handing the bound copy to Ash &he

5

President said, "well, there's the bzd news but if itts

.:'!
&

llowed by the congress there will be good news, too."
My, FTord then shoock hands with Ash and five other 0¥B

o1 fi ials and gave them vens., The Tive were: Paul O0!Neill;

Vﬂ*c

Wallace Scott; John Hill; Don Cgilvie and Dale ‘@& Umber. The

presidentt's final comments were, "wellil try to have & be&ter
this one was the best we co:ld have this
svear under the economic circumstances and the facts of 1lire,™
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