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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S YEAR 1996 

~1915' wall proclaimed' as '1nterl'1ational WOmen's Year by the'United Nations 
General Allsembly in :Oecember,1'912~ .. 'The :reaolt1tionwas Originated b, 
the U.' N. Commission on the Status of Women, which consists of members 
from 32 countries. 

Purpose 

The purpose of International Women's Year is threefold: 

(1) 	 To promote equality between men and women. 

(2) 	 To ensure the full integration of women in the total development 

eff&rt, ellpecially by en::phasizing women's responsibility and 

important role in economic, social and cultural development at 

the national, regional and international levels, particularly during 

the Second United Nations Development Decade. 


(3) 	 To recognize the importance of women's increasing contribution 

to the development of friendly relations and cooperation among 

States and to the strengthening of world peace. 


U. S. Initiative 

The U. S. Center for International Women's Year was created in September, 
1973, by a grant from the Department of State to a private foundation, Meridian 
House International in Washington, D. C. The Center was established to 
pro\Pide information on the Year, and to coordinate efforts in the private 
sector throughout the country. 

In January, 1974, President Nixon proclaimed 1975 as International Women's 
Year for the U. S. calling upon the Congress and the people of the United States, 
interested groups and organizations, officials of the Federal government and 
of state and local governments, educational institutions, and all others who can 
be of help, to begin to provide for the national observance of International 
Women's Year with practical and constructive measures for the advancement 
of women in the United States. 

President Ford underscored the importance of International Women's Year in 

his August 22, 1974, Proclamation by calling upon all Americans to observe 

August 26, 1974, as Women's Equality Day. 


National Commis sion 

A National Corntniaaion on the Observance of International Women's Year, 

1975, was created by ~.ide.Dt...FoTd oo.-January 9, 1975, at a ceremony in 
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the C.bin~t. R90rn.·o(. the. WhiteH()~''',_, ,.':rhi~. QQ~.ri()~,\Vili be c,omp~.ed 
of 35 persons from private life appointed by th" President. The purpose 
of the Commission is to pro~te the natio,nal. observance in the United 
States of International Women's Year~ To thiaend, it will focus attention 
on the need to encourage approprtate·~.nctrelevant cooperative activity in 
the field of wo~.n'. rights and responsibilities• 
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Wodd .Cont'~rence 
; 

The United Natittns ·h•• ,c~le.d a .\yP.rld c;omerence: for Iat:e'natj~,~'" 
Year to be ~eld lD M~co CUy~J.une·~3to J\l.ly·4,.. 1975. . , 
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