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The President has withbeld his
Control and Reclamation Act of
cooperation between ithe Secrelan
to the regulation of surface
reclamation ui abandoned wines. l'hr': President's Memorandam of
Dvisapproval iz available separately.

&

S. 425 would have cstablished Federal standards for the eavironments
protection and reclamation of surface coal mining ope
the reclarmation of orphaned lands. Under = cumplex procsdural [ramewsrk,
the bill would bave encouarsged the States o implement and enforce 2 program
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for the regulalion of surface voal mining with Federal administrabion of the
program substituted if the Slates do not zetf, ' . .

Principal aspects of the bill considered objeclionable by ,ue Adminisirabion ars:

-= A 35¢/25¢ per ton excise tax on ;;nrfa&:ei”&scigrgrzmd coa) with
. receipls going to a ”_‘&c‘zerz'} fund Tor reciaiming srphaned strip mined
land, publie facilities, disaster relief, cic. {206 million would

hawe been produced in 1975},

~= " $95--110 million for grants, ressearch, and Federal regulation, -

-= Excessive direct Federal involvement in reclamation and enforcement
programs. '

<=~ Precedent setiing unemployment assistaace.

~— _Coal production losses in 1975 of 2 o 8 percent--FEA satimates
that by 1977, the firaf year after i&: Act would hgve laken ful}

effect, loases counld have e¢xceeded 15 percent or sume 141 miilion tous

~= Suyrfaceé owner protection provigions that wonld have lirniied access
to Federal ccal lands, produced windlall profits to suriace ownera
and redoced Federal revenas from leases. ’
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