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The President has withheld his f{ign.a.t<J:l"~ iJ"'orn S. 425- - The Surface J'.,.i~niuK 
Con.i::rol a.nd ReclanI~tion Ad;, of ! 974--whl~h wC"foJld have provided fo_t" the 
cooperation between the Se-..:::reta~y -oj the interior a...rd i-he Stal.;;;, with. re-gpecl 

to the l'egutation- 01 surface c~l mining {}?e~ilicn:<JJ' ;;nd the acqci~ition ~"nd 
re-claIn.a.ti.on of. qbanrloned IDin.es. The Pret:i;-h':nt!f. M~-n,ol'andum.. ejf 

Disa.pproval is ",;vaiiahle f:,eparately-. 

S .. 425 would hay~ (~st.a.blished Fe-ceral st.3-n4ar-d~ for L~ eJlvironment.a.l 
protection and recl.arn.a.tioll of ~\U'face coallnj.,iTJg oper4tions including 
the reclalnatiOll of orphaned 1-ands. Under a ceJInpl.:,X procedural fraJrLework, 
the bill would have encou.r~ged the Sta.tea 10 hnpleIDen.l and e.niOl"'".:--e <. I;l'·Clg!".3.-Vi 

fo)" the regulati(J~ of surface <:oal .m.ining with FederaL a-d1')'li,nilJtratior. uf the 

prograul auOiS't.itu.ted if fr-..e States C'O Dot act. 

A 35{ /25f per ton e-Jtti~e tax. (.m i:;urfa.ce!und~rgriY..md co·a) with .~.;, . - =.. . - ~ • .. ...._ -l • •~ ­
recel~ gOJllg t.o a $5. eue:ral _,una lor reclamung ~•.rpna.nc..-u sotrrp rrnned 
la.ndp public (acilitie8p dis.a.$te.r rehef~ etc. {$Z06 n.iiUon w~~ld 

ha.v'7 heen produced in i ')75}. 

Exceluaiva direct Fedel"al involvem.e:ntin rechm:'l4l.ion and eo.foTce2IH:.s:):t 

pl"ograrna• 

. eva! production io.'$ses in i975 of Z to g p-f.:1:"eent--FEi~. Cl'lt.im.a.te3 

t-hat by 1977. the firat year after fhe Act w~.uld have taken fuU 

effec~ l~~e$ could have ..;xceeoed 18 percent or ~On1.e 141 ITliitiotl 

- . 
Surfa.ce owner pJ"~ection p'.r'oviaion:s that would have lin;iLcd acce~s 
to Feder-.d coal l.a.nd8 .. procluced_ windbJl profits i(} surf'lce own1i'!"a 
and reduced Federal revenue fr~ lea~es_ 
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