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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

General Creighton Abrams was an American hero in the best tradition. In 
the heat of battle, and in the gray corridors of the Pentagon, he proved 
that he was that rare combination -- a man of action who was also a first-class 
administrator. 

He was also a colorful, courageous leader who won the admiration and respect 
of enemies as well as allies and subordinates. His 38-year military record 
spanned three wars, as he rose from 1st Lieutenant in 1936 to Chief of Staff 
in 1972. He has left us an example of service and a memory of heroism that 
future generations of Americans, in and out of uniform, will long cherish. 
We will miss him very much. 

Mrs. Ford joins me in extending to his wonderful wife and family our deepest 
condolenc es. 
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